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PREFACE 


This  work  has  been  compiled  for  ex-members  of  the  6th  Field 
Company  and  its  successor  the  6th  Battalion  Canadian  Fngineers. 
It  is  not  properly  a  regimental  history.  Rather  it  may  be  described 
as  a  week  by  week  narrative  of  the  war  looked  at  from  one  participating 
unit’s  standpoint. 

Of  necessity  many  pages  deal  only  with  more  or  less  trivial 
incidents  that  occurred  close  at  hand  during  long  periods  of  compara¬ 
tive  inaction.  Their  recital,  it  is  hoped,  may  restore  sharpness  and 
sequence  to  the  readers’  own  recollections  of  those  days. 

Less  easily  recognized  will  be  other  concurrent  but  more  remote 
happenings.  These  may  either  have  escaped  his  observation  alto¬ 
gether  or,  through  improper  focussing  in  the  first  instance,  have 
failed  to  make  an  impression  on  his  attention.  Inquisitiveness  in  the 
army  was  discouraged.  Soldiers,  for  the  most  part,  also  were  content  to 
defer  consideration  of  events  outside  their  own  experience  for  antici¬ 
pated  leisure  of  peace-time  firesides. 

Material  for  much  of  what  has  been  here  set  down  already  existed 
in  the  Company  and  Battalion  War  Diaries.  For  access  to  them,  and 
for  extracts  from  other  official  documents  on  file  in  the  Historical 
Section,  Department  of  National  Defence,  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ment  is  tendered  to  the  Director  and  his  staff.  To  supply  what  was 
there  lacking  unofficial  sources  of  information  have  been  freely  drawn 
on.  In  particular,  use  has  been  made  of  a  well  kept  private  diary  lent 
by  Mr.  John  Bonham.  To  him,  and  to  all  others  who  assisted  in 
various  ways,  the  compilor  takes  this  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
thanks. 

He  is  indebted  in  a  special  sense  to  a  fellow  company  commander, 
Major  H.  B.  Stuart,  without  whose  timely  suggestion  and  encourage¬ 
ment  the  book  would  undoubtedly  still  remain  in  embryo. 


Note. — in  accordance  with  a  practice  not  unusual  in  the  field,  accents  which 
should  properly  be  used  over  vowels  in  certain  foreign  place  names  have  been 
omitted. 
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FROM  THE  RIDEAU  TO  THE 
RHINE  AND  BACK 


THE  6th  FIELD  COMPANY,  CANADIAN 

engineers 


26th  December,  1914 

A  year  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  Empire  is  drawing  to  a 
close.  Four  crowded  months  have  elapsed  since  the  outbreak  of  war. 
News  from  the  front  is  hopelessly  unreliable.  It  is  established,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  enemy,  stopped  at  the  Marne  in  his  first  rush  for  Paris, 
has  been  held  along  the  line  of  the  Aisne.  His  more  recent  thrust 
for  Calais  also  now  appears  to  be  definitely  blocked.  Cost  of  recent 
fighting  can  only  be  surmised  from  the  terribly  long  casualty  lists. 
That  there  is  urgent  need  for  reinforcements  is  admitted. 

Immediately  war  was  declared  the  overseas  Dominions  offered 
assistance.  The  first  30,000  Canadian  troops  arrived  in  England  on 
October  15th.  Already  organization  of  a  second  Canadian  contingent 
is  under  way.  This  is  to  consist  of  a  full  infantry  division  with  its 
allotted  quota  of  each  arm  of  the  service;  cavalry,  artillery,  engineers, 
infantry,  medical  and  supply  units.  Owing  to  the  advent  of  winter 
and  lack  of  indoor  accommodation  for  a  whole  division  in  any  single 
locality,  training  is  being  carried  on  at  all  urban  centres  where  adequate 
facilities  exist. 

One  infantry  brigade,  the  4th,  is  being  raised  in  Ontario.  Re¬ 
cruits  for  the  5th  and  6th  respectively  will  be  drawn  from  other  prov¬ 
inces  to  the  east  and  west. 

No  such  territorial  distinction  is  made  in  the  case  of  “divisional 
troops.”  The  Engineer  establishment  is  to  consist  of  a  headquarters 
and  three  field  companies.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to 
house  their  personnel  under  the  grandstand  at  Eansdowne  Park, 
Ottawa.  This  is  being  converted  into  a  barracks  by  detachments  of 
sapper  recruits  which  arrived  from  the  west  some  weeks  ago. 

The  2nd  Divisional  Signal  Company  is  being  attached  to  the  group 
for  training  and  discipline. 

[1  ] 
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Four  hundred  horses  called  for  by  the  establishment  will  find  stab¬ 
ling  in  adjoining  livestock  sheds.  The  space  inside  the  race-track  is 
to  be  used  as  a  parade  ground.  Recruiting  is  being  carried  on  where- 
ever  there  is  a  militia  Engineer  organization.  Including  men  now  in 
barracks,  nucleii  for  the  three  field  companies  already  exist  at 
Ottawa,  Montreal  and  Kingston. 

In  the  last  mentioned  city  some  80  recruits  fromQueen’s  University 
have  been  enrolled.  As  far  back  as  August,  most  of  these  were  on 
the  5th  (Militia)  Field  Company’s  strength.  This  unit  under  Major 
Macphail,  Professor  of  Civil  Engineering,  was  among  the  first  to  volun¬ 
teer  for  service.  Its  offer  having  been  accepted,  the  Company  had  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  laying  out  the  military  camp  at  Valcartier.  Early 
in  September,  when  authority  was  granted  for  an  additional  brigade  to 
accompany  the  field  force  to  England,  Major  Macphail  with  about 
half  his  detachment  was  drafted  into  the  3rd  Field  Company.  Those 
left  behind  under  Captain  Malcolm,  after  departure  of  the  contingent 
on  the  24th  September,  remained  at  Valcartier  superintending  dis¬ 
mantling  of  the  camp.  On  the  6th  October  they  returned  to  King¬ 
ston,  taking  along  in  their  special  train  such  horses  and  vehicles  as 
were  required  for  training  purposes.  When  organization  of  the  2nd 
Divisional  Engineers  was  authorized,  these  were  forwarded  to  Lans- 
downe  Park  and  the  Company  has  since  carried  on  with  drill  and  re¬ 
cruiting. 

2nd  January,  1915 

Passing  of  the  Old  and  ushering  in  of  the  New  Year  have  been 
observed  with  the  usual  festivities.  Underlying  the  superficial 
gaiety  there  is  an  atmosphere  of  nervous  tension,  which  yesterday’s 
despatch  announcing  the  sinking  of  H.M.S.  Formidable  in  the  Channel 
has  not  tended  to  alleviate. 

1  he  weather  is  cold  and  clear.  During  the  past  26  hours  the 
mercury  has  risen  above  zero  for  brief  intervals  only. 

The  engineer  draft  from  the  5th  (Militia)  Field  Company,  King¬ 
ston  has  been  granted  leave  to  remain  in  that  city,  until  the  4th. 

The  2nd  Canadian  Contingent  will,  it  is  reported,  not  leave  Can¬ 
ada  until  the  month’s  end. 

9th  January,  1915 

The  Queen’s  University  detachment  under  Captain  Lindsay 
Malcolm  arrived  on  Monday  and  is  now  in  billets.  The  21st  Battalion 
paraded  at  Kingston  Station  to  bid  the  men  farewell. 

The  P.P.C.L-I.  are  reported  to  have  arrived  in  France  shortly 
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before  New  Year’s.  They  are  now  with  the  80th  Brigade  of  the  27th 
Division. 

According  to  an  English  dispatch,  the  2nd  Canadian  Division 
will  go  direct  to  Erance  from  Canada. 

The  weather  moderated  during  the  week;  rain  alternating  with 
gales  and  snow.  It  is  now  fine. 

To-morrow,  Presbyterians  in  barracks  will  parade  to  Glebe 
Church  for  divine  service. 

16th  January,  1915 

Snow  has  fallen  several  times  since  Sunday.  It  now  lies  in  a  thick 
blanket  over  Lansdowne  Park  and  the  country  beyond. 

“Retreat,”  which  is  blown  at  sunset,  is  at  4.45  p.m. 

The  structure  in  which  the  troops  are  housed  was  not  designed  for 
habitation.  When  the  roof  is  not  leaking,  the  stove-pipes  are.  Tar¬ 
paulins  have  been  stretched  overhead  to  shed  moisture;  and  enough 
fresh  air  enters  through  numerous  crevices  in  the  partitions  to  prevent 
suffocation. 

The  6th  Field  Company,  Canadian  Engineers,  officially  came  into 
being  on  the  12th  inst.,  when  a  notice  reading  in  part  as  follows  was 
posted  on  the  bulletin  board: — 

“Order  No.  1. 

“6th  Field  Company,  Canadian  Engineers,  2nd  Overseas  Contingent, 
“Eansdowne  Park.  12  Jan.  1915 

“Formation  . — The  following  is  the  temporary  establishment  of  the 
“field  companies,  2nd  Overseas  Division,  C.E.F. 

“Officer  Commanding:  Et.-Col.  J.  Houliston,  R.C.E. 

“Adjutant:  Ft.  E.  J-  C.  Schmidlin,  R.C.E. 

*  *  *  *  * 

“6th  Field  Co.,  C.E.F. :  Major  S.  H.  Osier,  R.C.E. 

“  Capt.  Lindsay  Malcolm. 

“  Lt.  D.  S.  Ellis. 

“  Lt.  W.  E.  Manhard. 

“  Lt.  A.  L.  Robinson 

“  Lt.  C.  Hughes. 

“  Lt.  E.  A.  Baker,  (attached). 

“Taken  on  strength  79  N.C.O’s  and  men  from  5th  Field  Co.” 

Sapper  E-  H.  Rashley,  a  reservist  with  many  years’  service  in 
The  Royal  Engineers  was  to-day  posted  to  the  Company.  Sergeant 
MacPherson  is  Acting  Company  Sergeant  Major. 
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Interest  is  divided  between  the  war  and  hockey.  The  first  intima¬ 
tion  that  Canadian  troops  had  been  in  action  was  received  on  Monday 
when  Captain  Newton  of  the  P.P.C.E.I.,  formerly  A.D.C.  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernor-General,  was  reported  killed  in  action. 

To-night  Ottawa  beat  Wanderers  4-3,  in  the  last  4  minutes  of 
play.  For  Ottawa;  Benedict,  Ross,  Merrill,  Gerard,  Broadbent  and 
Darragh.  For  Wanderers:  McCarthy,  S.  Cleghorn,  Prodgers,  Baker, 
O.  Cleghorn,  Roberts,  Hyland  and  Stephens. 

The  Ottawa  Y.M.C.A.  has  extended  membership  to  all  troops  in 
barracks. 

Queensmen  in  camp  were  invited  to  a  skating  party  at  Rideau 
Rink  on  Wednesday. 

Lieutenant  Baker  has  been  dispatched  to  Kingston  to  enlist 
more  recruits.  The  Minister  of  Militia,  who  has  been  laid  up  with  an 
injured  knee,  left  on  the  13th  for  the  West. 

23rd  January,  1915. 

Rain  and  snow  early  in  the  week  have  been  succeeded  by  arctic 
weather.  Yesterday  the  thermometer  registered  10  below.  To-day 
there  is  a  biting  wind  from  the  north-west  with  driving  snow  squalls. 
Fur  caps  are  pulled  down  and  great  coat  collars  turned  up  until,  of 
men  on  parade,  only  the  noses  are  visible. 

Hours  for  parade  are  as  follows: — 


Parade 

Week-Day 

Sunday 

Reveille 

6.00  a.m. 

7.00  a.m. 

Morning  Stables 

6.30  a.m. 

7.15  a.m. 

Sick  Parade 

7.45  a.m. 

as  ordered 

Breakfast 

7.30  a.m. 

8.15  a.m. 

O’C.  s  Orderly  Room 

8 .00  a.m. 

Drill  and  Field  Work 

8.30  a.m. 

Church  Parade 

as  ordered 

Divisional  Orderly  Room 

10.00  a.m. 

Midday  Stables 

11.00  a.m. 

11.30  a.m. 

Dinner 

12.30  p.m. 

1.30  p.m. 

Drill  and  Field  Work 

2.00  p.m. 

Evening  Stables 

4.00  p.m. 

4.00  p.m. 

Retreat 

4.50  p.m. 

4.50  p.m. 

Supper 

5.30  p.m. 

5.30  p.m. 

First  Post 

9.30  p.m. 

9.30  p.m. 

Last  Post 

10.00  p.m. 

10.00  p.m. 

Lights  Out 

10.15  p.m. 

10.15  p.m. 
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Defaulters  is  sounded  every  half  hour  between  8  and  9.30  p.m. 

A  guard  is  mounted  daily  with  much  ceremony  at  6.30  p.m.  It 
consists  of  one  sergeant,  one  corporal,  one  bugler,  six  to  nine  sappers 
and  1  waiting  man.  1  he  function  of  the  guard  is  primarily  that  of 
military  police.  Among  its  other  duties  is  the  checking  of  passes. 
Without  a  pass,  a  civilian  may  not  enter  nor  a  soldier  leave  barracks 
at  any  time  after  Eights  Out.”  To  the  guard  is  entrusted  care  of 
all  stoves  and  custody  of  prisoners  in  detention.  At  Grand  Rounds 
it  must  turn  out  promptly  and  present  arms  to  the  field  officer  of  the 
day.  On  the  other  hand,  at  Visiting  Rounds,  which  are  made  by  the 
orderly  officer,  it  is  required  to  make  only  the  ordinary  salute.  The 
inferior  quality  of  the  compliment  is  atoned  for  by  its  double  exaction 
once  by  day  and  once  by  night. 

Training,  up  to  the  present,  has  consisted  largely  of  route  march¬ 
ing,  squad  and  ceremonial  drill,  skirmishing  and  musketry;  with  some 
elementary  instruction  in  knots  and  lashings,  map  reading  and  other 
technical  subjects.  Classes  in  physical  training  are  being  conducted 
by  Sergeant  Dewar. 

Mounted  details,  under  Sergeant  Acton,  have  been  parading 
daily  at  10  a.m.,  in  the  outdoor  menage  for  instruction  in  horsemaster- 
ship  by  the  Staff  sergeants.  Fourteen  additional  remounts  were 
received  on  the  20th. 

Importance  is  attached  in  orders  to  the  proper  observance  of 
dress  regulations.  Walking  out  dress  for  men  must  include:  cap, 
winter  with  maple  leaf  badge;  great  coat;  boots,  brown,  lace  and 
gloves,  woollen :  Mounted  troops  must  be  provided  with  breeches 
instead  of  pantaloons,  wear  spurs,  tie  their  putties  around  the  ankle 
instead  of  above  the  calf  and  carry  whips  in  place  of  swagger  sticks. 
Buttons  on  officers’  great  coats  must  be  of  leather  not  brass. 

There  was  a  pay  parade  on  Tuesday.  Ten  recruits  from  Kingston 
arrived  on  Wednesday  and  have  been  taken  on  strength. 

News  from  the  front  continues  scarce.  The  papers  give  prom¬ 
inence  to  Tuesday  night’s  Zepp  raid  on  the  Norfolk  Coast. 

Major  H.  T.  Hughes,  R.C.E.  has  been  authorized  to  start  an 
engineer  training  depot  in  England. 

Recruiting  in  Ottawa  for  the  38th  Battalion  and  a  squadron  of 
Mounted  E.ifles  is  progressing.  The  latter  is  now  up  to  strength. 
A  fat  stock  show  is  in  progress  at  Howick  Hall.  Trotting  races  on 
the  river  below  Rockcliffe  continue  to  draw  crowds.  Ottawa  beat 
Canadiens  3-1  on  Wednesday  and  lost  to  Toronto  to-night  2-4. 

There  will  be  a  regimental  church  parade  to-morrow  when  the 
three  field  companies  and  the  Signal  Company,  less  detachments 
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detailed  for  service  elsewhere,  will  march  to  Emmanuel  Church, 
Elgin  Street. 

Lieutenant  K.  Weatherbe  was  attached  to  the  Divisional  En¬ 
gineers  for  instruction  on  the  19th  and  posted  to  the  4th  Field  Company. 

30th  January,  1915 

The  cold  snap  has  continued  throughout  the  week. 

Accommodation  in  barracks  is  taxed  to  provide  for  recent  rein¬ 
forcements.  A  week  ago,  a  draft  of  50  arrived  from  Montreal. 
On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  detachments,  each  consisting  of  30  other 
ranks,  arrived  from  Winnipeg  and  Vancouver  respectively.  All  of 
these  have  been  distributed  among  the  four  companies;  19  of  the  Win¬ 
nipeg  and  12  of  the  Vancouver  draft  coming  to  the  6th.  Of  the  new 
men,  one,  Ritchie,  has  been  mining  in  Alaska,  while  another,  Edwards 
by  name,  hails  from  the  Argentine.  Lieutenant  Rogers  has  been 
taken  on  and  Lieutenant  Robinson  struck  off  strength. 

Hours  for  afternoon  parades,  hereafter,  will  be  from  2  to  5  p.m. 
Sergeant  W.  S.  Laing  has  been  appointed  senior  N.C.O.  of  No.  1 
Section.  Pontoon  and  trestle  bridging  has  been  added  to  the  training 
schedule. 

Yesterday  Sections  1  and  2  were  detailed  to  dig  a  trench  across 
the  main  driveway  for  a  sewer  connection. 

Ten  additional  horses  were  received  on  the  27th.  To  the  simul¬ 
taneous  arrival  of  a  draft  of  western  broncho-busters,  is  attributed 
mysterious  changes  observed  overnight  in  some  of  those  told  off  to 
Stable  No.  7  which  has  been  set  apart  for  the  Company’s  exclusive  use. 
These  affected  colour  and  contour  but  not  apparently  the  serial 
number  tags  woven  into  the  animals’  tails.  Henceforth  the  stable 
picquet  will  be  held  responsible  for  any  recurrence  of  these  peculiar 
transformations. 

Queensmen  in  the  Company  attended  an  alumni  dinner  on  the 
27th. 

Ottawa  beat  Quebec  twice  this  week  at  hockey.  The  Quebec 
team  includes  Hall,  Mummery,  McDonald,  Marks,  Crawford,  West- 
wick  and  Paddy  Moran.  A  team  from  Queen’s  registered  a  victory 
over  Aberdeens  by  6  goals  to  1  to-night. 

Regimental  church  parade  to-morrow  morning  will  be  to  St. 
Matthew’s.  In  the  afternoon,  weather  and  The  Lord’s  Day  Alliance 
permitting,  there  will  be  a  ski-jumping  contest  at  Rockcliffe.  In  the 
evening,  Rev.  J.  H.  Turnbull  will  hold  a  meeting  in  the  barracks  after 
which  a  ladies’  committee  will  serve  refreshments. 


The  RHINE  AND  BACK 


7 


6th  February,  1915 

The  month  was  ushered  in  with  snow,  which  started  to  fall  at 
midnight  on  the  1st  and  continued,  driven  before  a  north-west  gale, 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  2nd.  The  storm  has  tied  up  traffic  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  and  heaped  great  drifts  around  the  build¬ 
ings  in  Eansdowne  Park.  Yesterday  the  mercury  dropped  to — 12°, 
an  official  low  for  the  year.  To-day  it  is  snowing  again. 

The  Company  continued  work  on  its  first  trench,  on  Monday, 
carrying  it  on  by  shifts  throughout  the  day.  Subsequently  the  snow¬ 
storm  afforded  additional  opportunity  for  practice  in  use  of  the  shovel. 
Lectures  by  Majors  Bogart  and  Osier  on  military  subjects  were  greatly 
appreciated. 

Thirty  recruits  from  Vancouver  were  taken  on  strength  on  Thurs¬ 
day  and  eight  more  yesterday,  when  there  was  a  half  holiday. 

The  practice  of  carrying  on  physical  training  or  infantry  drill 
daily  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  before  breakfast  was  initiated 
this  week.  This  morning,  monotony  of  route  marching  was  broken 
by  an  hour’s  practice  in  estimating  distances.  Instruction  in  bridge 
building  occupied  the  afternoon.  Whether  or  not  due  to  much  close 
order  drill  which,  the  books  say,  is  a  necessary  preliminary  to  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  soldierly  spirit,  the  Company  is  beginning  to  find  itself  in  a 
military  sense.  Prompt  compliance  with  regulations  is  becoming  less 
of  a  burden.  Instructions  for  the  guidance  of  all  ranks  are  set  out 
from  time  to  time  in  orders.  Responsibility  for  their  execution  is 
vested,  to  a  large  extent,  in  the  subaltern  of  the  day  and  his  satellites, 
the  orderly  sergeant  and  orderly  corporal.  Their  duties  begin  before 
dawn  and  continue  with  little  interruption  until  midnight.  Scarcely 
has  the  bugler  announced  the  ushering  in  of  a  new  day,  than  the  two 
N.C.O’s.  are  tramping  corridors,  warning  late  sleepers  to  “Shake  a 
leg,”  and  collecting  tattoo  reports  from  the  guard.  At  roll  call,  the 
orderly  officer  makes  his  rounds  and  notes  absentees.  Out  under  the 
stars  a  shivering  stable  fatigue  falls  in,  is  inspected  and  marches  off, 
its  measured  tread  squeezing  complaints  from  frost  dried  show  at 
every  step.  In  dim  stables,  long  lines  of  stamping  horses  are  watered, 
fed  and  given  a  preliminary  rub-down.  As  floors  are  swept  clean, 
dawn  begins  to  disclose  the  trace  of  bare  tree  tops  across  the  Rideau 
Canal.  A  day  picquet  is  posted  and  the  remaining  drivers  dismissed. 

The  officer  has  barely  time  to  wash,  and  rid  his  clothing  of  the 
stable’s  reek,  before  he  must  make  a  tour  of  all  breakfast  tables.  To 
the  sergeant’s  shouted  challenge  “This  room  ’Shun!  any  complaints?” 
there  is  seldom  an  answer.  Breakfast  for  the  orderly  staff  is  sand- 
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wiched  between  sick  parade  and  visit  to  kitchen,  sleeping-quarters 
and  detention  room. 

At  8  a.m.  the  wheels  of  military  justice  begin  to  grind.  Since 
Reveille  the  orderly  corporal  has  been  collecting  crime  sheets  and 
warning  those  who  are  “for  it”.  Now  the  Company  Sergeant-Major’s 
rasping  command  “Prisoner  and  Escort,  ’Shun!  Right  Turn! 
Quick  March!  Left  Wheel!  Right  Turn!  Halt!”  marshalls  his  bare¬ 
headed  victims  in  rapid  succession  before  the  Officer  Commanding 
where  they  are  dealt  with  according  to  their  deserts  or  the  quickness 
of  their  wits.  Only  the  more  serious  “crimes”  are  remanded  to 
the  regimental  orderly  room. 

Turning  out  the  old  and  mounting  the  new  guard;  preparation 
of  parade  states,  inspection  of  rations  and  forage;  noon  and  evening 
stables ;  tours  of  the  barracks  at  dinner,  supper,  tattoo  roll-call,  and 
five  minutes  after  “Lights  Out”  fill  in  the  balance  of  the  day,  topped 
off  with  night  “visiting  rounds”  to  guard  and  picquet.  Of  course,  the 
orderly  officer  is  exempt  from,  or  as  Kings’  Regulations  and  Orders 
puts  it,  “receives  an  overslaugh  for”  all  other  duties,  including  the 
regular  10  o’clock  regimental  parade  when  all  four  companies  are 
drawn  up  in  mass  formation  for  inspection  by  the  Commanding  Officer. 

The  Mounted  Rifles  have  moved  into  Howick  Hall.  Parliament 
met  on  the  4th.  Ottawa  lost  at  hockey  to  both  Quebec  and  Wanderers 
this  week. 

Turks  have  attempted  to  capture  the  Suez  Canal. 

Church  Services  to-morrow  are  as  follows: —  80  Anglicans  to 
St.  Alban’s,  in  charge  of  Lt.  Manhard.  100  Anglicans  to  St.  George’s 
in  charge  of  Lt.  Ellis.  90  Anglicans  to  St.  Matthew’s  in  charge  of 
Lt.  Malloch.  Presbyterians  to  Chalmers,  in  charge  of  Capt.  Malcolm. 
Methodists  to  St.  Paul’s  in  charge  of  Lt.  Robinson.  Roman  Catholics 
as  ordered  in  charge  of  Lt.  Charlebois.  Congregationalists  to  Fourth 
Avenue  Church. 

13th  February,  1915 

Weather  has  been  fine  and  only  moderately  cold  this  week.  A 
few  enthusiasts,  not  content  with  the  official  week’s  programme  of 
training,  have  been  improving  their  Sunday  afternoons  with  target- 
practice  up  the  Rideau. 

On  Monday,  as  a  change  from  building  spar  bridges  with  lashed 
connections  across  an  empty  canal  and  assembling  casks  into  a  raft 
wherewith  to  cross  an  imaginary  body  of  water,  sections  erected  a 
low-command  redoubt  of  snow. 

The  Company  furnished  a  firing  party  of  40  other  ranks  under 
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Lieutenant  Manhard,  for  the  funeral  of  Lieutenant  Black,  Senior 
Ordnance  Officer,  on  the  10th.  Kit  inspection,  signalling  and  a  lecture 
by  Captain  1  rotter  on  obstacles  took  up  the  rest  of  the  day.  At  night, 
a  concert  by  the  6th  in  the  mess-room  was  enjoyed  by  all  companies; 

songs  by  the  octette  and  Lieutenant  Rogers’  skit  eliciting  much 
applause. 

Yesterday  all  four  companies  and  headquarters  posed  for  a  group 
photograph  on  the  grandstand. 

^  morning  the  company  went  for  a  3-mile  tramp  out  into  the 
country.  Major  Janin,  O.  C.  5th  Field  Co.,  has  started  a  series  of 
lectures  in  French  on  technical  subjects.  Orders  require  that  all 
blankets  and  palliasses  shall  be  rolled  before  6.30  a.m. 

Howick  Hall  tanbark  riding  ring  has  been  allotted  to  the  Company 
from  9.30  a.m.  to  11  a.m.  daily  and  the  outdoor  menage  from  3  to 
4  p.m.  The  3Sth  Battalion,  which  is  mobilizing  in  Ottawa,  has  taken 
o\  er  the  Ladies  College.  The  Ottawa  hockey  team,  by  winning  from 
Toronto  and  Canadiens,  retains  first  place.  To-morrow  church  parade 
will  be  to  St.  George’s. 

20th  February,  1915 

Instructional  classes,  on  Monday,  included  a  demonstration  in 
improvement  of  natural  defences.  Lieutenant  Baker  took  command  of 
Section  3  vice  Lieutenant  Rogers,  transferred  to  the  signallers.  Sapper 
Rashley  was  appointed  Acting  Company  Sergeant-Major  from  the 
13th  inst. 

OnTuesday  the  Divisional  Engineers  and  Signal  Company  paraded 
at  full  strength,  with  vehicles,  and  marched,  via  the  Driveway,  to 
Cartier  Square  which  mild  weather  had  covered  with  pools  of  melting 
snow.  Here,  the  parade  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  companies  and  man¬ 
oeuvred  before  reforming  into  column  of  route  and  returning  to  barracks 
by  way  of  Laurier  Ave.,  and  Bank  St.  There  were  900  men  and  400 
horses  in  the  turnout.  In  the  afternoon,  sappers  practised  various 
methods  of  splicing  and  solved,  or  attempted  to  solve,  once  more  the 
elusive  mysteries  of  the  clove  hitch,  bowline  and  fisherman’s  bend. 

A  10-mile  route  march  on  Wednesday  was  followed  by  a  demon¬ 
stration  of  methods  used  to  protect  a  ford. 

After  the  Company’s  parade  yesterday,  a  guard  of  honour  stood 
for  two  hours  outside  Parliament  Buildings  during  an  inspection 
by  the  Duke  of  Connaught  of  British  Columbia  and  Alberta  troops 
who  had  stopped  off  en  route  to  Halifax. 

Useful  instruction  was  given  to-day  in  the  proper  method  of 
laying  out  a  camp  for  a  field  company.  Thirty  recruits  for  the  Duchess 
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of  Connaught’s  Canadian  Red  Cross  Hospital  arrived  in  Ottawa  from 
Queen’s  University,  eight  being  attached  to  the  Divisional  Engineers. 

Following  a  strenuous  hockey  match  in  Toronto  on  Wednesday, 
Art  Ross,  one  of  the  Ottawa  team,  which  won,  was  arrested.  Wand¬ 
erer’s  were  victorious  here  to-night. 

27th  February,  1915 

Companies  on  Sunday  marched  behind  a  band  to  Knox  Church, 
where  the  Rev.  Donald  Guthrie  held  forth.  Acting-Sergeant  Johns¬ 
tone  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Engineers  was  transferred  from  the  5th 
to  6th  Field  Company  as  instructor.  Corporal  Bonham’s  unofficial 
squad  in  marksmanship,  this  week,  practised  shooting  at  a  target 
while  mounted  and  at  the  gallop. 

Training  on  Monday  included  signalling  and  skirmishing. 

On  Tuesday,  the  2nd  Divisional  Engineers  and  2nd  Signal  Com¬ 
pany  were  inspected  by  the  Premier  and  Sir  Sam  Hughes  on  Cartier 
Square.  During  the  March  Past,  efforts  of  Staff  Sergeant  Paddy  Dil¬ 
lon  to  keep  the  ground  clear,  by  repeatedly  backing  his  charger  into 
the  crowd,  were  rewarded  by  irreverent  urchins  with  cries  of  “Took 
Out!  Here  comes  the  Kaiser.”  Wednesday’s  Citizen  referring  to  the 
men  as  the  pick  from  all  parts  of  Canada  declared  they  form  one  of  the 
best  regiments  ever  seen  in  the  city. 

Following  the  third  of  a  series  of  lectures  by  Captain  Malcolm  on 
bridging,  the  Company  erected  a  structure  of  the  triple  sling  type  as 
well  as  a  model  Tarron  girder. 

Weather  has  remained  mild  but  wet  underfoot,  with  some  un¬ 
seasonable  rain  on  Thursday.  The  local  hockey  team  lost  and  won 
against  the  “habitants”  and  Toronto,  this  week. 

The  Signal  Company  recently  carried  out  a  tactical  scheme, 
which  assumed  Ottawa  was  being  attacked  from  the  south.  Touch 
with  headquarters  was  maintained  by  three  independent  lines  of 
communication. 

6th  March,  1915 

After  service  in  the  mess  on  Sunday  by  the  regimental  chaplain 
Major  Thompson,  an  impromptu  hockey  match  was  organized  on 
the  parade  ground. 

In  addition  to  its  regular  bi-weekly  regimental  route  marches 
the  Company  last  Monday,  covered  eight  and  a  half  miles  during  a 
tramp  through  Hull  via  Chaudiere  Bridge,  and  on  Thursday  practised 
skirmishing  (Sections  1  and  3  against  2  and  4)  and  scouting  (with 
Eieutenants  Ellis  and  Manhard  as  the  enemy)  in  broken  country 
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beyond  the  Rideau.  Signalling  and  model  bridging  has  filled  up  the 
remainder  of  the  week,  which  has  been  one  of  dazzling  sunshiny 
days  and  clear  frosty  nights. 

Snow,  which  started  falling  this  morning,  should  improve  condi¬ 
tions  for  a  Dominion  ski  championship  contest,  scheduled  to  take  place 
this  afternoon  at  Rockcliffe.  To-night,  the  3rd  (Militia)  Field  Com¬ 
pany  is  giving  a  smoker  for  Ottawa  members  of  the  2nd  Divisional 
Engineers.  “Retreat,”  to-day,  is  blown  at  5.58  p.m.  Enlisting  for 
Artillery  of  the  3rd  Canadian  Division  has  been  started  in  the  city. 


Crossing  the  Frozen  Rideau 


Ottawa  beat  Quebec  4-3  in  an  exciting  game  of  hockey  on  Wednesday 
and  now  tie  with  Wanderers  for  first  place  in  the  league.  News  from 
the  front  is  practically  nil. 


13th  March,  1915 

With  the  run  of  delightful  weather  that  always  comes  as  a  pre¬ 
cursor  to  the  break-up,  interest  in  the  not  too  gentle  art  of  military 
equitation  has  increased.  Officers,  with  little  previous  training  are 
learning  how  to  sit  well  down  in  their  saddles,  apply  the  aids,  collect 
and  control  their  mounts,  ride  without  stirrups  and  balance  them¬ 
selves  at  all  paces,  without  hanging  on  by  pommel  or  reins.  Their 
progress  has  been  largely  due  to  the  skilful  tuition  of  R.S.M.  Fellows. 
Urged  by  the  less  restrained  tongue  of  his  brother  Fred,  and  the  caustic 
wit  of  Paddy  Dillon,  drivers  are  beginning  to  hook  in,  mount,  march, 
wheel  and  halt  in  unison;  making  much  of  their  horses  on  dismounting, 
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and  using  hands,  weight,  leg,  whip  and  spur  properly,  to  guide  them 
when  in  motion.  Taking  advantage  of  delayed  departure  of  the  Div¬ 
isional  Engineers,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  assault-at- 
arms.  Practice  for  mounted  events  is  held  every  afternoon  in  the 
covered  ring,  after  which  the  tanbark  is  sprinkled  by  a  fatigue  from 
the  Company.  Even  footslogging  sappers  are  developing  into  embryo 
centaurs.  On  successive  Sundays,  unofficial  rides  out  into  the 
country  have  included  Sergeants  Dewar,  MacPherson  and  Alport, 
Corporals  Bonham  and  Fournier  and  Sappers  Alyea,  Youngs  and  John¬ 
stone,  with  Q.M.S.  Fletcher,  Sergeant  Acton  or  Corporal  Clough- 
Ormiston  as  pukka  mounted  N.C.O.  in  charge. 

Training  during  the  week  included; —  outpost  duty  all  day 
Monday;  regimental  and  company  drill  on  Tuesday;  erection  of  a 
square  trestle  behind  the  Ordnance  Stores  all  day  Wednesday;  cere¬ 
monial  on  Cartier  Square,  Thursday;  extended  order  drill  in  Ottawa 
South  after  the  Commanding  Officer’s  parade  yesterday,  and  more 
square  and  three-legged  trestle  erection  to-day.  While  assisting 
with  the  latter,  Sapper  Poynton  was  unfortunate  enough  to  break  his 
leg  in  three  places. 

There  are  now  2,500  troops  in  Ottawa.  On  the  10th,  the  Mounted 
Rifle  Regiment  which  is  quartered  in  Howick  Hall,  and  now  has  a 
strength  of  575,  paraded  for  inspection  north  of  the  driveway,  while 
all  four  Engineer  companies  were  engaged  in  various  forms  of  drill 
and  training  across  the  way.  Discipline  is  tightening  up.  Yesterday 
a  driver  was  sentenced  to  72  hours’  detention  with  a  fine  of  $2.00  and 
the  loss  of  8  days’  pay  for  drunkenness  and  absence  without  leave. 

In  connection  with  the  forthcoming  assault-at-arms  preliminary 
boxing  bouts  were  pulled  off  to-day.  Company  contests  included 
Mowat  vs.  Webster,  La  Roche  vs.  Farrell,  Scott,  B.  N.  vs.  Doidge, 
Scott,  C.  C.  vs.  Clarke,  R.  and  Coleman  vs.  Eyes.  Ottawa  won  the 
hockey  league  championship  by  beating  Wanderers  4-0  here  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  and  1-0  in  Montreal  to-night. 

To-morrow’s  church  parade  will  be  to  St.  Andrew’s  where  Rev. 
W.  T.  Herridge  will  preach. 

20th  March,  1915 

“Retreat’  ’  this  week  has  been  blown  at  6  p.m.  Hours  for  equita¬ 
tion  have  been  1.30 — 3.00  p.m.,  in  the  outdoor  menage,  and  3.15-4.00 
p.m.,  in  Howick  Hall.  Fur  caps  have  been  turned  into  stores,  and 
forage  caps  issued. 

After  a  practice  turnout  on  Monday,  the  Divisional  Engineers  and 
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Signal  Company,  next  day,  were  inspected  by  the  Duke  of  Connaught 
on  Cartier  Square  in  the  presence  of  a  large  crowd  of  spectators. 
H.R.H.  was  accompanied  by  Generals  Gwatkin,  Benson  and  Hodgins. 
“The  Regiment,”  according  to  the  Citizen,  “never  looked  better  and 
went  through  its  manoeuvres  with  smartness  and  precision.” 

After  dark,  the  Company  carried  out  a  night  march  under  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  O.C.,  Major  Osier.  Sections  paraded  at  8  p.m.,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  by  different  routes  to  Black  Rapids,  which  was  reached  at 
midnight.  Weather  was  clear,  still  and  extremely  cold,  so  that  the 
contents  of  water  bottles  froze  solid.  There  was  no  moon,  and  ice 
on  roads  made  the  footing  bad.  After  a  rest  the  Company  marched 
back  as  a  unit,  reaching  barracks  at  4  a.m.  The  distance  covered 
was  20  miles. 

Rockcliffe  Rifle  Ranges  were  in  use  by  the  4th  Field  Company, 
on  Wednesday;  the  occasion  marking  the  earliest  opening  on  record. 

Next  day  General  Eessard  held  an  examination  in  equitation  for 
officers,  and  inspected  all  transport.  Sappers  practised  erecting  and 
dismantling  the  Weldon  trestle. 

Yesterday  morning  an  inter-section  competition  in  forming 
barrel  piers  was  held;  the  best  time  made  for  lashing  together  7  casks, 
in  the  approved  manner,  being  1  minute,  30  seconds.  Some  indica¬ 
tion  of  what  this  involves,  on  the  part  of  each  16-man  team,  is  given 
by  the  words  of  command  used.  These  are:  “Prepare  to  form  piers. 
Line  casks.  Steady.  Gunnels.  Slings.  Braces.  Take  a  turn. 
Heave  and  hold  on.  Cross.  Two.  Three.  Four.  Prepare  to 
rock  and  heave.  Rock  and  heave.  Steady.  Take  a  round  turn. 
Make  fast.”  The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  sub-target  and  other 
musketry  exercises.  Lieutenant  Archie  McDougall  has  been  attached 
to  the  Company. 

Now  that  the  38th  Battalion  is  recruited  almost  up  to  strength, 
another  infantry  battalion  is  to  be  raised  in  Ottawa. 

As  a  result  of  the  fighting  at  Neuve  Chapelle,  papers  contain  the 
longest  casualty  lists  to  date.  The  German  commerce  destroyer 
Dresden  has  been  sunk  off  Juan  Fernandez,  by  H.M.  ships,  Glasgow 
and  Kent. 

27th  March,  1915 

A  thaw,  accompanied  by  rain  on  Sunday,  Monday  and  Thursday, 
drew  an  inch  or  two  of  frost  out  of  the  ground.  Parades  were  discon¬ 
tinued  in  front  of  the  grandstand,  and  all  vehicles  parked  at  the  south 
end  of  the  race-track,  in  order  not  to  spoil  the  enclosure  for  football. 

Demonstration  in  the  practical  use  of  explosives  was  added  to  the 


14 


FROM  THE  RIDEAU  TO 


course  of  instruction.  Several  boxes  of  guncotton,  which  had  been  stored 
for  many  years  at  Halifax  in  connection  with  a  now  abandoned  scheme 
for  defence  of  the  inner  harbour,  were  received.  Only  sufficient  was 
available  to  illustrate  the  method  of  firing  by  means  of  primer,  deton¬ 
ator  and  safety  fuze;  a  barricade  built  for  the  purpose, being  demolished. 

The  assault-at-arms  in  Howick  Hall  was  the  week’s  outstanding 
event.  The  programme  included  tent  pegging,  horseback  wrestling, 
sword  vs.  bayonet,  boxing,  erection  of  Weldon  trestles  and  a  grand 
musical  ride  by  officers  drawn  from  all  four  companies. 

Seventeen  drivers  arrived  from  Toronto  and  were  posted  to  the 
Company.  Lieutenant  Bruce  Ross  was  attached  for  training. 


At  Rockcliffe 


Vancouver  has  won  the  Stanley  Cup.  The  Government  has 
decided  to  operate  the  Transcontinental  Railway,  as  the  Grand  Trunk 
refuses  to  take  it  over. 

3rd  April,  1915 

The  weather  tightened  up  over  the  week-end  and  has  since  re¬ 
mained  moderately  cold,  with  a  light  snowfall  on  the  30th. 

Monday  and  Tuesday  were  taken  up  with  a  route  march,  field 
geometry  and  signalling.  Most  of  the  N.C.O’s.  and  sappers  can  now 
wigwag  and  read  the  Morse  code  sufficiently  to  carry  on  visual  commun¬ 
ication  slowly. 

After  a  couple  of  hours’  rifle  instruction  early  on  Wednesday 
morning  the  Company  proceeded  by  street  car  to  Rockcliffe  and  had 
its  first  shoot.  Mark  HI  Ross  rifles  were  used,  and  practice  included 
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the  usual  grouping  and  application  exercises,  at  short  ranges.  Cooks 
sent  ahead  at  7.30  a.m.  with  rations  and  necessary  utensils,  had  a  meal 
ready  when  the  men  knocked  off  at  noon.  Those  on  duty,  and  others 
unable,  through  lack  of  time,  to  fire  the  prescribed  number  of  rounds, 
carried  on  with  the  course  next  day.  Scores  on  the  whole  were  remark¬ 
ably  good. 

A  check  of  all  horses  in  camp  was  made  during  the  week  by  the 
Adjutant  and  representatives  of  the  four  companies.  As  each  animal 
was  led  up  for  inspection,  the  sergeant-major  read  out  its  description 
in  the  record  book.  Despite  precautions  taken  earlier  in  the  year  to 
eliminate  “switching”  by  liberal  use  of  the  branding  iron,  unac¬ 
countable  discrepancies  in  matters  of  age,  colour  and  even  sex  were 
still  in  evidence.  All  horses  selected  for  Headquarters  and  the  three 
field  companies  were  dispatched  to  Halifax  for  shipment  to  England. 
They  left  on  the  1st  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Sullivan  and  Sergeant 
Kilpatrick  with  a  detachment  of  N.C.O’s.  and  grooms  to  which  the 
6th  contributed  Drivers  Clemson,  Dun  and  Platt  under  Corporal  Or- 
miston. 

Major-General  Steele  who  arrived  in  Ottawa  on  the  19th  ultimo 
has  been  selected  to  command  the  2nd  Canadian  Division. 

Week-end  furloughs  are  being  granted  freely. 

10th  April,  1915 

Easter  was  fine  with  a  maximum  temperature  of  46°.  Since  then 
the  weather  has  been  variable.  Heavy  rain  on  Tuesday,  last  night  and 
this  morning  has  leaked  through  tarpaulin  ceilings  and  made  barracks 
more  uncomfortable  than  ever. 

Early  in  the  week,  Q.M.  Stores  and  heavy  pieces  of  baggage  were 
packed.  All  ranks  were  medically  inspected  on  Wednesday.  With 
the  arrival  of  36  recruits  and  receipt  of  tool  carts,  the  2nd  Divisional 
Engineer  establishment  was  brought  up  to  strength. 

During  the  week  all  who  had  not  previously  “taken  the  King’s 
shilling”  were  sworn  in.  The  form  of  attestation  and  oath  reads,  in 

part,  as  follows:—  “I - hereby - 

engage  to  serve  in  the  Canadian  Overseas  Expeditionary  force  and  to 
be  attached  to  any  arm  of  the  service  therein  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
or  during  the  war  now  existing  between  Great  Britain  and  Germany 
and  for  6  months  after  the  termination  of  that  war,  provided  His  Maj¬ 
esty  should  so  long  require  my  services,  or  until  legally  discharged. 

I - do  make  oath  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear 

true  allegiance  to  His  Majesty  King  George  the  Fifth,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  and  that  I  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  honestly  and  faithfully 
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defend  His  Majesty,  His  Heirs,  and  Successors  in  Person,  Crown  and 
Dignity  against  all  enemies,  and  will  observe  and  obey  all  orders  of 
His  Majesty,  His  Heirs  and  Successors,  and  of  all  the  Generals  and 
Officers  set  over  me.  So  help  me  God”. 

The  8th  Canadian  Mounted  Rifles  had  a  march  out  this  morning. 
This  afternoon  a  soccer  match  in  front  of  the  grandstand,  between 
teams  from  the  City  League  and  from  the  38th  Battalion  and  other 
military  units,  resulted  in  a  3-3  tie. 

In  a  26-round  bout  for  the  heavyweight  championship  of  the  world, 
Willard  defeated  Jack  Johnson. 

17th  April,  1915 

Sunday  was  showery  with  heavy  winds.  For  their  last  church 
parade  in  Canada  the  2nd  Divisional  Engineers  marched  out,  headed 
by  St.  Andrew’s  Pipe  Band.  Services  were  arranged  as  follows: — 
Anglicans — St.  John’s;  Presbyterians — St.  Andrew’s;  Methodists — 
Dominion;  Roman  Catholics — Church  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament. 


Kit  Inspection,  Section  2 


Weather  cleared  on  Tuesday,  when  ice  on  Lake  Deschenes 
started  to  move  downstream. 

Sapper  Howlett,  T.,  was  taken  on  strength  on  the  11th. 

Arrangements  regarding  assigned  pay  were  completed.  Orders 
were  issued  on  the  14th  for  entrainment,  each  sapper  being  ordered 
to  take  his  own  plate,  knife,  spoon  and  fork  from  the  mess.  The  nu- 
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cleus  for  an  Engineer  training  depot  is  being  left  behind.  Sailing 
of  the  2nd  Signal  Company  has  been  postponed  and,  much  to  the  dis¬ 
gust  of  officers  and  other  ranks,  it  also  is  to  remain  in  barracks  for  a 
further  indefinite  period.  The  Company’s  last  two  days  in  camp 
were  mild,  sunny  and  springlike.  Palliasses  were  burned  and  old 
blankets  were  returned  to  stores,  each  man  receiving  2  new  ones  in 
exchange. 

Supper  on  the  15th  was  at  5  p.m.  Train  guards  were  detailed 
to  report  to  Lieutenant  Fellows.  At  6.30  p.m.,  the  three  field  com¬ 
panies  and  Headquarters  fell  in  for  a  final  inspection.  The  men  who 
were  in  heavy  marching  order  carried  kit  bags  and  blankets.  During 
their  march  to  the  C.P.R’s  Broad  Street  Station,  where  entrainment 
took  place,  they  were  given  a  warm  farewell  by  citizens  of  Ottawa 
who  turned  out  in  thousands  to  line  Bank  Street.  Escorts  were  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  38th  Battalion,  Signal  Company  and  detachments  of 
Mounted  Rifles  which,  with  two  bands,  a  brave  show  of  bunting  and 
enthusiastic  cheers  from  crowded  sidewalks  and  windows,  helped  to 
make  the  occasion  one  to  be  remembered. 

The  long  railway  journey  was  made  without  incident.  Opportun¬ 
ity  to  stretch  their  legs  was  given  the  men  at  Riviere  du  Loup  and 
Moncton. 

Halifax  was  reached  at  7.30  this  evening  and  the  train  run  directly 
down  to  a  dock  where  the  troop-ship  Northland  is  lying.  Besides  the 
three  field  companies,  she  is  carrying  the  4th  and  5th  Field  Ambulances, 
No.  2  Clearing  Hospital  and  No.  3  Stationary  Hospital,  so  those  on 
board  should  not  suffer  for  lack  of  medical  attendance.  This  evening 
the  air  is  damp,  chilly  and  charged  with  a  salty  tang.  A  thin  fog 
floats  above  the  harbour,  half  obscuring  the  lights  of  Dartmouth  and 
dimming  those  of  the  city,  which  rise  in  tiers  to  the  sombre  outline  of 
Citadel  Hill.  From  the  dockyard  south,  wharves,  crowded  with 
shipping,  stretch  out  into  the  dark  water.  Beyond,  looms  the  black 
bulk  of  George’s  Island,  one  of  the  numerous  redoubts,  constructed 
in  the  days  of  smooth  bore  guns,  but  long  since  abandoned  for  more 
modern  defences  of  the  outer  harbour  at  York  and  McNab’s.  Withal 
war  has  restored  to  the  City-by-the-Sea  much  of  her  ancient  dignity, 
for  now  the  lines  which  Kipling  has  put  into  her  mouth  attain  their 
real  significance- : — - 

Into  the  mists  my  guardian  prows  put  forth, 

Behind  the  mists  my  virgin  ramparts  lie, 

The  Warden  of  the  honour  of  the  North, 

Sleepless  and  veiled  am  L 
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Men,  absent  on  pass,  are  returning  singly  and  in  groups  to  the 
train  on  which  one  more  night  will  be  spent.  To-morrow 
all  ranks  embark  for  the  Great  Adventure. 

24th  April,  1915 

On  Sunday  at  10  a. m.,  troops  filed  up  the  gangway  and  proceeded 
to  their  quarters  between  decks;  comfortable  enough  but  badly  ven¬ 
tilated.  Officers  found  accommodation  in  cabins  which  are  roomy  and 
sufficiently  well  appointed. 

At  6  a.m.,  next  morning  the  Northland  moved  out  to  sea.  She 
is  a  12,000  ton  boat,  567  feet  long,  with  a  speed  of  about  15  knots. 
She  was  formerly  named  Zeeland.  A  second  trooper  the  Grampian, 
left  a  few  hours  earlier.  Weather  during  the  first  three  days  out  was 
cold,  foggy  and  wet,  with  enough  sea  on  to  render  many  of  the  Company 
hors  de  combat. 

Hours  for  duty  and  meals  are: — Reveille,  6  a.m. — Breakfast, 
Men,  7  a.m. — Breakfast,  Sergeants  and  Officers,  8.30  a.m. — Dinner, 
Men,  11.30  a.m. — Lunch,  Sergeants  and  Officers,  1  p.m. — Supper,  Men 
5  p.m. — Retreat,  6.15  p.m. — Dinner,  Sergeants  and  Officers,  7  p.m. — 
First  Post,  8.30  p.m. — Last  Post,  9. p.m. — Lights  Out.  10  p.m. 

Men  and  N.C.O’s.  below  the  rank  of  sergeant  are  allowed  to  use 
the  whole  upper  deck,  forward  and  aft  of  the  cabins;  as  well  as  the 
port  side  passage.  The  smoking  room  and  lounge  on  the  after  deck  is 
reserved  for  sergeants  and  warrant  officers.  Officers  only  may  use 
the  saloon  deck  forward  of  the  division  rail.  A  main  guard  is  mounted 
daily.  Inspection  of  men’s  quarters  is  made  by  the  O.C.  between 
9  a.m.,  and  10.30,  when  all  troops,  not  on  duty,  must  be  on  deck. 
Four  sergeants  are  on  duty  in  the  men’s  mess  during  all  meals.  At 
Last  Post  all  troops  are  ordered  below,  so  that  decks  may  be  cleaned  by 
the  guard.  Smoking  below  decks  is  forbidden.  At  night  no  lights 
are  permitted  to  show,  even  that  at  the  masthead  being  doused.  A 
captain  and  subaltern  of  the  day  are  detailed  from  the  Engineers  in 
rotation.  Q.M.S.  Hapgood  has  been  appointed  Ship’s  R.S.M. 

On  the  second  day  out,  the  Grampian  was  reported  by  wireless, 
90  miles  ahead,  and  H.M.S.  Essex,  which  is  escorting  both  vessels, - 
18  astern.  Loss  of  two  British  destroyers  in  the  Dardanelles  was 
announced  on  Wednesday. 

The  Sun  came  out  and  the  sea  went  down  on  the  22nd.  The  sick 
got  suddenly  well  and  the  whole  Company  was  given  a  stiff  half  hour 
of  physical  training. 

Yesterday  the  Grampian  which  has  the  29th  Vancouver  Battalion 
on  board  was  overtaken.  She  stood  in  close  and  carried  on  conver- 
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sation  with  the  Northland  by  semaphore.  At  4  p.m.  a  tramp/west¬ 
bound,  in  ballast,  with  her  name  painted  out,  passed. 

To-day  has  been  fine.  Boat  drill  was  carried  on  in  the  morning 
and  more  physical  training  in  the  afternoon.  The  Grampian  has  moved 
over  to  windward,  so  that  all  may  enjoy  her  band.  French  Canadians 
of  the  5th  Field  Company  defeated  compatriots  from  the  Canadian 
Army  Medical  Corps  at  leap  frog. 

1st  May,  1915 

On  Sunday  morning,  while  the  Northland  was  still  at  sea,  in¬ 
tense  excitement  was  caused  when  the  wireless  operator  gave  out 


Section  3  on  the  Northland 


the  following  message,  which  he  had  picked  out  of  the  air: — “Officers 
and  men  of  H.M.S.  Cumberland  send  hearty  congratulations  on  the 
splendid  conduct  of  Canadian  troops  in  the  fine  action  of  yesterday.” 
The  padre  was  in  the  middle  of  his  discourse  at  the  time,  but  the 
middle  became  the  end  thereof  forthwith,  as  all  troops  crowded  to  the 
gunwales.  Smoke  sighted  at  noon  abaft  the  starboard  quarter 
presently  materialized  into  the  cruiser  herself.  She  drew  abeam 
about  3.30  p.m.  Later,  one  of  her  officers  visited  both  transports  and 
gave  an  account  of  the  1st  Canadian  Division’s  magnificent  stand  in 
front  of  Ypres,  following  a  break  through  by  the  enemy  on  its  flank. 

Next  day  several  vessels  were  sighted.  Following  a  wireless 
message  instructing  commanders  of  all  units  to  have  nominal  rolls 
prepared  in  duplicate,  ready  for  disembarkation  officers,  orderly- 
room  staffs  were  kept  busy. 
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As  the  transports  entered  the  submarine  zone  on  the  27th, 
life-boats  were  swung  outboard. 

Next  day  two  destroyers  H.M.Ss.  Boyne  and  Foyle  appeared 
out  of  the  mist  and  took  over  escort  duty  from  the  Cumberland, 
which  thereupon  put  about  and  made  off  to  the  west.  A  sharp  look¬ 
out  for  periscopes  was  maintained  throughout  the  afternoon.  At 
dusk  land  was  sighted.  Eater  it  became  known  the  ship  was  heading 
up  the  Bristol  Channel,  and,  thereafter  as  long  as  daylight  lasted,  she 
continued  steaming  at  full  speed,  with  frequent  changes,  of  direction. 

At  6.30  a.m.,  on  the  29th  the  Northland  docked  at  Avonmouth. 
An  hour  and  a  half  later,  troops  disembarked  and  at  once  entrained. 

To  overseas  eyes,  hardly  less  than  to  those  which  were  looking 
again  on  scenes  familiar  since  childhood,  the  journey  across  England 
was  one  of  intense  interest.  As  the  Great  Western  train  climbed  up 
the  valley  of  the  Avon  through  the  famous  Box  tunnel,  and  thence 
raced  eastward  to  Paddington,  there  were  outrolled  stage  settings, 
which  have  formed  the  background  for  innumerable  episodes  in  English 
history  and  English  fiction  since  the  time  of  Alfred  the  Great; — 
damp  meadows,  gay  with  yellow  primroses ;  hedgerows  just  bursting 
into  bloom;  here  and  there  a  jumble  of  red  tiled  roofs,  with  a  grey 
Norman  clock  tower  showing  above  the  feathery  green  of  centuries- 
old  oak  and  elm;  acres  of  magnificent  park,  with  glimpses  of  stately 
mansions,  and  the  sheen  of  velvet  laws;  an  instantaneous  glimpse  of 
Father  Thames,  and  the  distant  silhouette  of  Windsor  Castle,  all  passed 
in  a  panorama  of  enchantment  before  miles  of  suburban  cottages  and 
manufacturing  plants  hid  from  view  anything  that  remains  of  beauty 
in  the  approaches  to  London.  After  a  brief  stop  the  train  was  switched 
around  on  to  the  South  Eastern  line,  and  the  trip  continued  via  Ton- 
bridge,  Ashford  and  the  hop  gardens  of  Kent. 

Cheriton  was  reached  at  2.30  p.m.  Here  the  company  detrained 
and  marched  5  miles  to  West  Sandling,  where  quarters  were  found  in 
vacant  huts.  Apparently  its  arrival  had  not  been  expected  as  no 
guides  were  on  hand,  and  it  was  sometime  before  a  meal,  the  first  since 
breakfast  on  board  ship,  was  provided. 

Men  who  had  accompanied  the  horses  to  England  reported  back 
to  the  Company,  except  Driver  Platt,  who  died  at  his  home  of  menin¬ 
gitis  on  the  24th. 

There  were  no  parades  yesterday.  All  who  could  get  passes  vis¬ 
ited  Folkestone  which  is  crowded  with  troops  of  all  arms;  many  in 
hospital  blue. 

To-day  a  detachment  from  the  Company  proceeded  to  Dib- 
gate  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  a  camp  and  erecting  tents.  Some 
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of  our  planes  were  observed  going  up  to  meet  a  Zeppelin,  which  was 
reported  to  be  approaching  the  coast.  A  British  force  has  landed  on 
the  Gallipoli  Peninsula. 

8th  May,  1915 

It  rained  on  Sunday.  Next  morning  the  Company  marched  to 
Dibgate  Plain  and  went  under  canvas.  The  allotment  per  tent  is  as 
follows: —  field  officer  1;  other  officers  2;  sergeants  8;  other  N.C.O’s 
and  men  10.  Two  blankets,  a  palliasse  and  a  pillow  were  issued  to 
each  man,  as  provided  for  in  routine  orders.  Bugle  calls  are  sounded 
for  Reveille  at  5.30  a.m.,  Retreat  7  p.m.,  First  Post  9  p.m.,  Bast  Post 
9.30  p.m.,  and  Lights  Out  9.45  p.m.  Troops  are  not  allowed  out  of 
camp  until  dismissed  from  afternoon  parade  at  4  p.m.  Sergeants 
may  then  obtain  passes  good  until  midnight,  and  lower  ranks  until 
9.30  p.m.  All  canteens  are  closed  except  for  an  hour  at  noon  and  be¬ 
tween  6  and  8  in  the  evening.  Three-day  leave  for  officers  may  be 
granted  freely,  and  an  occasional  6-day  leave  for  all  ranks,  provided 
the  number  of  those  away  does  not  exceed  5%  of  the  Company’s 
strength  between,  nor  10%  at  week-ends.  Belts  must  be  worn  by 
officers  except  at  mess.  Firing,  heard  on  Monday  afternoon  in  the 
direction  of  Dover,  was  directed  at  a  Taube,  which  was  driven  off. 

Rain  fell  on  Tuesday  but  it  cleared  before  night.  Wind  from 
the  south  next  day  brought  a  faint  rumble  of  gunfire,  due,  it  is  believed, 
to  further  efforts  of  the  enemy,  who  again  discharged  gas,  to  break 
through  our  line  at  Hill  60  and  north-east  of  Ypres.  The  Company 
carried  on  with  drill  and  musketry,  which  was  followed  by  a  baseball 
match.  Shops  in  Folkestone  were  closed. 

Ross  rifles  were  taken  to  the  armourer  on  the  6th  to  have  their 
peep  sights  reamed  out.  The  Company  went  for  a  route  march  through 
Hythe  and  Seabrook.  The  day  was  excessively  warm  and  all  the 
coastwise  country-side  glowed  with  the  magic  of  early  spring.  Violent 
gunfire  was  audible  from  out  at  sea.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes 
visited  Headquarters.  He  is  in  command  of  the  Engineers’  Training 
Depot,  which  occupies  the  old  mess  and  barracks  of  the  7th  Field 
Company,  Royal  Enginers,  at  Shorncliffe.  There  was  a  thunder¬ 
storm  at  night. 

Except  for  3  shillings,  considerately  advanced  by  the  O.C.  out 
of  his  own  pocket,  the  men  had  received  no  English  money  until 
yesterday,  when  the  Paymaster  put  in  a  welcome  appearance.  Camp 
cleaning  was  substituted  for  physical  training.  N.C.O’s.  were  given 
instruction  in  use  of  the  sextant,  compass,  clinometer  and  Abney 
hand-level.  News  was  received  that  the  Lusitania  had  been  tor¬ 
pedoed  and  many  passengers  drowned. 
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To-day  Armourer  Sergeant-Major  Gibson  gave  the  Company 
an  instructive  lecture  on  the  Mark  III  Ross  Rifle.  The  6th  furnished 
a  Divisional  Engineer  guard. 

A  cold  wind  is  blowing  clouds  of  dust  across  Dibgate  Plain  while 
off  shore  long  lines  of  white  caps  are  sweeping  up  Channel  in  a  wild 
stampede. 

Germans  are  closing  in  on  Ypres,  which  a  Belgian  dispatch  says, 
is  still  occupied  by  hundreds  of  burghers  who  sleep  in  cellars.  From 
enemy  sources  it  is  reported  our  troops  have  evacuated  Fortuin, 
Westhoek,  Zonnebeke  and  Zevencote;  besides  the  farms  known  as 
Van  Heule,  Von  Herenthoe,  Het  Pappotje  and  Eksternest. 

15th  May,  1915 

The  early  part  of  the  week  was  occupied  with  musketry,  range 
finding  and  bayonet  fighting.  On  Monday  a  Zeppelin  dropped  a 
hundred  bombs  near  Southend.  The  Clarendon  Hotel,  Sandgate,  was 
placed  out  of  bounds  on  the  12th.  From  dawn  on  the  13th  until  the 
following  noon,  rain  fell  steadily;  percolating  through  tents  at  night 
and  soaking  blankets.  To  avoid  ill  consequences  of  their  ducking, 
the  men  were  taken  for  a  long  march  yesterday.  In  the  morning  the 
route  lay  through  Newington,  Pean,  Arpinge  and  Paddlesworth; 
and  in  the  afternoon,  by  way  of  Bargrave,  Beechborough,  Etchinghill, 
Tolsford  and  Stone  Farm.  Forty-four  remounts  were  taken  on 
strength. 

Since  Sunday,  the  French  have  been  engaged  in  a  great  offensive 
north  of  Arras.  La  Targette,  Carency,  part  of  Neuville  St.  Vaast,  and 
the  summit  of  Lorette  Ridge  have  been  wrested  from  the  enemy. 
British  troops  made  a  simultaneous  attack  at  Festubert  but,  near 
Ypres,  have  had  to  relinquish  Frezenberg  and  Verlorenhoek. 

22nd  May,  1915 

After  a  muster  parade  on  Sunday  morning,  about  two  dozen 
N.C.O’s.  and  sappers  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Canterbury.  Since  then 
the  Company  has  been  engaged  daily  in  target  practice  at  Hythe 
Ranges.  Reveille  was  put  back  an  hour  so  that  all  sections  might 
be  at  the  butts  by  7.  Lieutenants  Ellis  and  Baker  were  placed  in 
command  of  markers.  Rain  interfered  with  shooting  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday.  Sixteen  additional  remounts  arrived. 

Paragraph  1,696  of  K.  R.  and  O.,  is  republished  in  orders.  It 
reads: —  “The  hair  of  the  head  will  be  kept  short.  The  chin  and  under¬ 
lip  will  be  kept  shaved  but  not  the  upper  lip.  Whiskers  if  worn  will 
be  of  moderate  length.” 
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The  usual  church  parades  take  place  to-morrow. 

Age  limit  for  recruits  in  England  has  been  raised  to  40  years. 
Some  sharp  fighting  is  reported  to  have  taken  place  during  the  past 
few  days  near  La  Quinque  Rue  in  which  Canadians  were  involved. 

29th  May,  1915 

Generally  the  week  has  been  fine.  On  Monday  the  2nd  Signal 
Company  arrived.  The  following  N.C.O’s.  were  ordered  to  report  to 
the  Adjutant  daily  at  8.30  a.m.,  for  instruction  in  bayonet  fighting: 
Sergeant  Dewar,  Sergeant  Alport,  Corporal  Ambrose,  2nd  Corporal 
Brown,  W.  G.,  Lance-Corporals  Emrey,  Huyck,  Stackhouse,  H.A., 
and  Clarke,  R.  F.  Another  detachment  started  laying  out  camps  for 
battalions  of  the  4th  Canadian  Infantry  Brigade  and  draining  space 
allotted  to  the  Army  Service  Corps. 

Commencing  the  27th,  hours  for  stables  were  changed  to  6  a.m., 
11  a.m.,  and  4.15  p.m.  Absent-without-leave  cases  are  becoming 
numerous.  There  were  12  on  Thursday.  Defaulters  have  been 
ordered  to  parade  henceforward  with  the  guard,  in  heavy  marching 
order  daily,  except  on  Sunday.  Strong  winds  from  the  north-east 
have  blown  every  day  this  week  up  to  last  night.  Physical  training 
and  running  exercises  before  breakfast  have  been  discontinued.  The 
9th  and  33rd  Battalion  canteens  and  Victoria  Hotel,  Risborough  were 
placed  out  of  bounds.  A  Sergeants’  mess  has  been  formed. 

The  2nd  Canadian  Division  has  been  definitely  organized  as  a 
unit.  All  supernumerary  troops  have  been  withdrawn. 

Following  a  discharge  of  gas,  on  the  25th,  Germans  captured 
Bellewaarde  Farm.  Desperate  fighting  has  continued  at  the  Labyrinth 
and  on  the  Aix-Noulette-Souchez  Road.  The  British  Government  has 
been  reorganized  as  a  coalition.  Italy  has  entered  the  war. 

5th  June,  1915 

Men  on  pass  to  Dover  say  20  troop  trains  arrived  there  on 
Sunday. 

There  were  demolition  exercises  at  Folkestone  on  Monday. 
Traffic  in  the  Channel  was  heavier  than  usual  and  included  numerous 
cargo  boats,  fishing  smacks  and  destroyers,  besides  the  usual  fleet  of 
drifters  sweeping  for  mines. 

At  night  Zeppelins  dropped  bombs  near  London.  Next  day,  half 
of  Section  2  attempted  to  hold  Asholt  Wood  against  the  remainder. 
Sapper  Ilsley,  acting  as  scout  for  the  latter,  got  through  in  a  sand 
cart,  disguised  as  a  scarecrow. 
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Wednesday  morning  was  spent  studying  model  trenches  built 
by  engineers  from  the  depot,  near  Underhill;  and  the  afternoon 
digging  fire  trenches. 

At  4  p.m.  on  the  3rd  all  three  field  companies  paraded  together 
for  inspection.  Officers  and  N.C.O’s.  reconnoitred  roads  leading  to 
Folkestone,  with  a  view  to  blockading  them  against  the  enemy. 

Trench  work  was  continued  yesterday  and  to-day,  together  with 
practice  in  manufacturing  fascines,  hurdles,  and  gabions  for  revetment. 

A.  Cozzie’s  fried  fish  shop  in  Beach  St.,  Folkestone,  has  been 
placed  out  of  bounds  for  all  troops  and  Westenhanger  race  course 
for  horses  and  vehicles. 

Fighting  at  Hooge,  where  British  troops  captured  the  chateau 
stables  early  this  week,  has  been  going  on  daily.  An  attack  on  the 
3rd  yielded  a  section  of  enemy  trench  at  Givenchy,  with  forty-eight 
prisoners.  That  day  the  Germans  claim  to  have  destroyed  the  tower 
of  St.  Martin’s  Church,  Ypres,  which  “was  known  to  be  an  observa¬ 
tion  post.” 

12th  June,  1915 

Sunday,  as  usual,  was  the  occasion  for  excursions  by  foot,  cycle, 
horse,  bus  and  train.  Zeppelins  visited  the  coast  at  night  and  caused 
fires.  Dover  has  been  placed  out  of  bounds  for  other  ranks,  except  on 
special  pass.  An  issue  of  English  boots  is  being  made.  They  look 
strong  and  serviceable  but  weigh  4  lbs. 

Detachments  of  sappers  on  Monday  made  hurdles  in  Paraker 
Wood  and  filled  in  trenches  excavated  last  week. 

Next  day,  which  was  excessively  hot,  others  were  dug  near  Hythe; 
but,  on  cancellation  of  allotment,  they  also  were  filled,  and  the  whole 
Company  went  for  a  bathe  in  the  frigid  waters  of  the  Channel. 

Commencing  Wednesday  night,  entrenching  on  Tolsford  Hill  was 
started.  Both  approach  march  and  work  were  carried  out  without 
noise  or  lights,  as  though  in  presence  of  the  enemy.  The  earth  was 
hard  and  rocky  and  the  night  very  dark  with  a  heavy  ground  mist. 
After  an  interval  for  coffee  and  sandwiches,  work  was  resumed  in  a 
drizzle  and  continued  until  3  a.m. 

On  Thursday  afternoon  the  Company  went  for  a  short  route 
march  through  the  hamlet  of  Saltwood,  below  an  ivy-covered  castle, 
the  twin  towers  and  other  restored  portions  of  which  are  still  in  use  as 
a  residence. 

After  more  rain  yesterday,  experimental  night  shooting  was  at¬ 
tempted  at  Hythe. 

This  afternoon  the  Company’s  baseball  team  dropped  a  game  to 
the  24th  Battalion  on  Cheriton  Cricket  ground. 
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Dibgate  :  1.  The  Camp.  2.  Adjutant,  O.C.,  C.S.M.  3  and  4.  Tolsford  Hill.  4.  Lt.  Baker,  Sapper  Wilton,  Sgt.  Alport,  Sapper  Cox. 
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19th  June,  1915 

Casualty  lists  over  the  week-end  occupied  three  columns  of  the 
Times.  Germans  admit  withdrawal  from  the  last  houses  in  Neuville 
St.  Vaast. 

Practically  the  whole  week  has  been  taken  up  digging  and  im¬ 
proving  a  system  of  front  line  and  support  trenches  on  Tolsford  Hill, 
including  a  dugout  constructed  by  Section  3.  The  work  generally 
has  been  carried  on  at  night.  After  getting  back  to  camp  at  5  a.m., 
and  resting,  the  Company  went  for  a  short  route  march  through 
Cosholt  Wood  on  Thursday  afternoon,  in  heavy  marching  order; 
following  this  up  by  a  plunge  in  the  surf  near  Hythe. 

At  a  parade  yesterday  paybooks  were  issued  to  N.C.O’s.  and  men. 

This  afternoon,  in  an  exciting  game  of  baseball,  the  Company’s 
stalwarts  took  the  measure  of  the  27th  Battalion  by  a  score  of  11  to  7. 

Canadians  were  again  involved  in  fighting  near  Givenchy  on  the 
15th.  Next  day,  British  troops  captured  1,000  yards  of  the  enemy’s 
front  at  Hooge.  Germans,  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  French, 
are  still  holding  out  in  Buval  Bottom,  a  deep  ravine  on  the  north-east 
slope  of  Eorette  Ridge  and  at  Carleul  Chateau.  Bombs  were  dropped 
in  Northumberland  on  Monday  night. 

26th  June,  1915 

The  sun  shone  continuously  all  day  Sunday.  Breakfast  on  Tues¬ 
day  and  Thursday  was  at  5.30  a.m.,  after  sappers  had  returned  from 
digging  communication  trenches  and  constructing  emplacements  on 
Tolsford  Hill.  To-day  a  fatigue  was  detailed  to  remove  all  engineer 
material  thence  to  the  Company’s  own  training  area.  All  ranks  are 
forbidden  to  bathe  in  the  sea  between  1  ower  14  and  Dymchurch  Re¬ 
doubt,  as  this  portion  of  the  coast  is  within  the  Hythe  Range  danger 
zone. 

On  the  21st  a  great  battle  was  fought  at  Achi  Baba  in  Gallipoli. 
The  same  day  Austrians  entered  Lemberg. 

London  these  days  is  the  Mecca  for  all  troops  on  leave.  Despite 
gloom  occasioned  by  shaded  lamps;  streets,  hotels,  shops  and  places 
of  amusement  are  crowded.  Khaki  is  everywhere.  Some  of  the  most 
popular  theatre  attractions  are Irving  and  Lady  Tree  in  “The  Angel 
in  the  House”  at  the  Savoy;  Grossmith  in  “To-night’s  the  Night"  at 
the  Gaiety”;  “Betty”  at  Daly’s;  “More”  at  the  Ambassadors;  “Peg 
o’  my  Heart”  at  the  Globe;  “Quinney”  at  the  Haymarket;  “On  Trial" 
at  the  Lyric;  “The  Man  who  Stayed  at  Home”  at  the  Royalty; 
“Potash  and  Perlmutter”  at  the  Queen's,  not  to  mention  George 
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Robey,  Gertie  Millar,  Eeslie  Henson  and  other  old  music  hall  favour¬ 
ites  at  the  Empire,  Coliseum,  Alhambra,  Pavilion  Palace  and  Hippo¬ 
drome. 

3rd  July,  1915 

Monday’s  impressive  service  of  intercession  in  Westminster 
Abbey  was  attended  by  personnel  of  the  Company  on  leave.  Wed¬ 
nesday  night’s  work  parade  was  cancelled  so  that  all  ranks  might  be 
fresh  for  brigade  sports,  which  were  held  at  Dibgate  in  dull  weather 
on  Dominion  Day.  Two  interesting  lectures  on  technical  subjects 
were  delivered  during  the  week  by  Major  Baptie,  R.E.  With  Captain 
Malcolm  on  first  base,  the  Company,  this  afternoon  in  sweltering  heat, 
won  from  the  31st  Battalion  by  11  runs  to  6.  On  1st  July  the  S.  S. 
Armenian  was  sunk  off  the  Cornish  Coast. 

10th  July,  1915 

Lower  Sandgate  Road,  from  the  pier  pavilion  to  the  school,  has 
been  placed  out  of  bounds  between  7.30  p.m.,  and  Reveille.  Thirty 
more  remounts  were  received  during  the  week,  including  4  pack  mules. 
A  high  south-west  wind  swept  through  the  camp  on  Wednesday, 
covering  everything  with  fine  sand.  After  9  o’clock  parade  this  morn¬ 
ing  the  Company  practised  ceremonial.  One  hundred  and  fifty 
engineer  reinforcements  arrived  at  the  Depot  to-day,  under  Lieuten¬ 
ants  K.  Weatherbe,  J.  and  R.  Calvin,  Bruce  Ross  and  Archie  Mc- 
Dougall.  They  came  over  on  the  Northland  and  landed  at  Plymouth. 
Lieutenant  Baker  reported  to  the  Railway  Operating  Department. 

Recruiting  advertisements  take  up  complete  pages  of  the  daily 
papers.  Even  the  “agony”  column  assists  in  the  campaign.  To¬ 
day’s  issue  of  the  Times  contains  the  following  ultimatum  to  one  hesi¬ 
tating  youth: —  “Jack!  If  you  are  not  in  khaki  by  the  10th,  I  shall 
cut  you  dead.  Ethel.”  This  being  the  10th  John’s  sartorial  trans¬ 
formation  will  have  to  materialize  quickly. 

Arras  Cathedral  was  burned  during  the  week  by  incendiary  shells. 

17th  July,  1915 

A  muster  parade  was  held  on  Sunday.  In  a  6-inning  baseball 
game  on  Monday  the  Company  beat  a  Divisional  Cavalry  team  12 
to  2.  During  the  week  sappers  have  been  imparting  some  of  their 
recently  acquired  knowledge  of  trench  digging  to  infantry  battalions 
of  the  6th  Brigade.  Other  work  has  included  manufacture  of  “goose¬ 
berries”  and  “sawhorses”,  forms  of  obstruction  which,  pushed  over 
the  parapet  when  opposing  trenches  are  close,  can  be  readily  formed 
onto  a  continuous  line  of  entanglement  by  tying  together  with  barbed 
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wire.  On  Friday  with  other  units  the  Company  was  inspected  by 
the  G.O.C.,  on  the  plain  in  front  of  Queen’s  Military  Hospital,  Shorn- 
cliffe.  At  9  this  morning,  in  pouring  rain,  the  whole  2nd  Canadian 
Division,  complete  with  guns  and  transport,  was  inspected  by  Sir 
Robert  Borden  who  was  accompanied  by  Sir  Sam  Hughes,  Sir  George 
Perley  and  General  Wilkinson.  Only  infantry  took  part  in  the  march 
past  during  which  the  29th  Battalion  band,  as  a  tribute  to  the  weather, 
gave  a  spirited  rendition  of  the  popular  air  “How  dry  I  am.”  Nine 
hundred  wives  and  relatives  of  Canadian  troops  have  arrived  at  Liver- 
pool.  Two  hundred  thousand  miners  are  on  strike  in  Wales. 

25th  July,  1915 

On  the  20th  the  Company  moved  7  miles  to  Otterpool  and  was 
attached  to  the  6th  Brigade  for  further  training.  The  following  three 
days  were  spent  fixing  up  camp,  which  is  situated  on  a  high  grassy 
plain  with  clay  soil,  about  4  miles  west  of  Hythe.  Major  Macphail 
who  is  on  leave  from  France  visited  the  Company  on  Wednesday. 
Rain  came  down  in  torrents  next  day.  Yesterday  it  cleared  and  to¬ 
day  has  been  ideal. 

By  beating  the  27th  Battalion  14  to  4,  the  Company’s  baseball 
team  won  the  brigade  championship.  There  was  a  good  concert  at 
night  in  the  Church  of  England  club. 

Little  Tony  Wood,  north  of  the  camp,  was  to-day  placed  out 
of  bounds.  Church  parades  to-morrow  will  take  place  as  follows: 
Roman  Catholics  8.45  a.m.,  Anglicans  10.10  a.m.,  Nonconformists 
10.30  a.m. 

The  Artois  battle  is  dying  down.  Germans  are  closing  in  on  War¬ 
saw.  The  war  is  costing  England  £3,000,000  a  day.  President 
Wilson  has  written  another  note. 

31st  July,  1915 

Last  Sunday  there  was  great  activity  in  the  air.  Visitors  to 
Folkestone  from  the  Company  report  seeing  a  squadron  of  7  machines 
starting  across  the  Channel,  where  German  Taubes  are  reported  to 
have  bombed  Dunkirk.  Men  on  pass  were  out  in  force  along  the  main 
road  to  Ashford  and  on  Stone  Street,  an  ancient  Roman  highway 
which,  except  for  the  detour  at  Horton  Park,  runs  in  an  almost 
straight  line  due  north  to  Canterbury. 

Work  parties  on  Wednesday  completed  filling  in  trenches  dug 
when  the  unit  was  at  Dibgate.  The  day  was  one  of  the  clearest  of  the 
month.  From  the  downs,  white  chalk  cliffs  near  Calais  were  visible 
to  the  naked  eye.  The  week’s  training  has  included  pontoon  drill, 
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THE  RHINE  AND  BACK 


31 


alarms,  manufacturing  and  throwing  hand  grenades,  military  sketching 
and  a  survey  of  infantry  battalion  lines.  Trains  to-day  are  packed 
with  men,  practically  all  in  khaki,  going  up  to  London  for  August 
Bank  Holiday.  There  is  no  news  from  the  western  front. 

7th  August,  1915 

On  Sunday,  the  Company  paraded  for  divine  service  with  the 
Field  Artillery  and  the  29th  Battalion.  A  high-on-shore  wind  lashed 
the  Channel  into  foam  and  all  night  long  surf  boomed  upon  its  shores. 
Next  morning  from  the  cliff  at  Lympne,  where  N.C.O’s.  practised 
mapping,  cloud  shadows  moved  in  orderly  sequence  across  the  rich 
pastures  of  Romney  Marsh,  and  intervals  of  sunshine  heliographed 
their  progress  out  at  sea.  The  castle,  rebuilt  in  recent  years  by  Mrs. 
Tennant,  contains  a  room  that  is  always  kept  ready  for  infrequent 
visits  of  her  much  criticized  son-in-law,  the  Prime  Minister. 

Rain  fell  heavily  on  Tuesday.  On  the  4th,  the  Division  marched 
in  stifling  heat  to  Beechborough  Park  for  inspection  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  and  Sir  Sam  Hughes.  Before  the  review  rain  as  usual 
came  down  in  torrents,  to  the  accompaniment  of  much  thunder. 
In  the  evening  Mr.  Bonar  Law  delivered  an  address  in  Folkestone 
Drill  Hall  to  officers  of  the  Division  and  reserve  units.  Intense  dark¬ 
ness  and  crowds  moving  along  unlighted  roads  made  the  journey  back 
to  camp  by  horse  or  wheel  none  too  easy. 

Entrenching  is  being  carried  on  by  infantry  under  sapper  super¬ 
vision  in  a  field  west  of  the  camp  from  which  officers  and  men  helped 
the  tenant  remove  a  late  crop  of  hay.  The  land  rents  for  £9  an  acre. 

There  was  a  bathing  parade  on  the  beach  near  Hythe  this  morning. 

14th  August,  1915 

Sunday  was  fine  and  warm.  Monday  was  occupied  with  pontoon 
bridging  at  the  Royal  Military  Canal. 

Next  afternoon  the  Company,  including  transport,  paraded  and 
marched  with  the  6th  Brigade  to  take  part  in  a  tactical  scheme.  Men 
were  in  heavy  marching  order  and  bivouacked  overnight  at  Black- 
wall  Farm,  near  Ashford. 

On  the  11th,  the  Brigade,  which  was  supposed  to  be  advancing 
by  forced  marches  against  the  5th,  manoeuvred  in  the  area  Black- 
wall-Fordwater-Braybourne.  Section  2  which  accompanied  the 
vanguard  was  theoretically  exterminated.  During  the  day  a  Zeppelin, 
which  had  dropped  bombs  on  Dover  the  previous  night,  was  observed 
by  our  air  service  being  towed  into  Ostend. 
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Rifles  and  bayonets  were  turned  into  the  armourer  on  the  12th, 
the  former  to  have  any  defects  remedied  and  the  latter  to  be  sharpened. 
For  practice  in  mining,  a  shaft  is  being  sunk  near  the  camp. 

Yesterday  was  Friday  the  13th.  Nothing  in  particular  happened 
until  9.30  p.m.,  when  bugles  gave  warning  of  another  air  raid  and,  in 
accordance  with  standing  orders,  all  lights  in  Otterpool,  Westenhanger 
and  New  Inn  Green  were  put  out.  Two  Zeppelins  are  said  to  have 
dropped  bombs,  killing  6  and  wounding  23  civilians. 

The  baseball  nine  this  afternoon  defeated  a  team  from  the  12th 
Reserve  Battalion  at  Cheriton  by  11  runs  to  3. 

21st  August,  1915 

During  a  thunder-storm  on  the  15th,  a  tent  was  hit  by  lightning 
and  Sapper  Marshall  had  the  sole  of  his  boot  torn  off. 

Next  day  the  Division  marched  in  review  order  before  H.R.H. 
the  Princess  of  Teck.  Of  course  it  rained. 

On  Tuesday  night  another  air  raid  took  place.  Explosions  were 
quite  audible  at  Otterpool;  10  people  were  killed,  36  injured  and  a 
church  was  damaged. 

Colonel  Sandbach,  R.E.,  gave  an  interesting  talk  to  the  Company 
on  the  18th. 

The  C.N.R.  turbine  liner  Royal  Edward  is  reported  to  have  been 
sunk  over  the  week-end  in  the  Aegean  Sea,  with  a  loss  of  1,000  men. 
On  the  19th  the  Arabic  met  a  like  fate  on  a  trip  from  Liverpool  to 
New  York.  72  of  those  on  board  are  missing. 

So  great  has  been  the  rush  for  late  buses  returning  to  camp  that 
the  military  police  have  had  to  interfere  to  prevent  overcrowding. 

28th  August,  1915 

The  week  has  been  uniformly  fine.  Commencing  last  Monday 
and  continuing  up  to  Thursday  night,  the  Company  took  part  in 
manoeuvres  with  the  2nd  Canadian  Division.  They  were  conducted 
in  the  area  Hatch-Stone  Hill-Fordwater-Blackwall.  At  8.25  a.m., 
on  the  23rd,  Section  1  moved  off  to  report  to  the  advanced  guard. 
Besides  its  own  equipment,  it  took  No.  2  Section’s  pump,  as  one  of  its 
duties  was  establishment  of  watering-places.  The  Company,  less 
Section  1,  fell  in  behind  the  6th  Brigade,  in  time  to  pass  the  road  junc¬ 
tion  north  of  Otterpool  Manor  at  9.07  a.m.  No.  3  Section’s  cyclists 
proceeded  ahead  to  prepare  for  use  a  spring  at  Brabourne.  A  guard 
was  left  behind  at  camp  in  charge  of  Corporal  Bonham.  Exercises 
were  carried  out  under  service  conditions,  all  bugle  calls  being  sus¬ 
pended.  Watering-points  were  marked,  as  usual  with  white,  blue  or 
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red  flags,  according  as  the  supply  was  found  to  be  fit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption,  for  drinking  by  horses  or  for  washing  only.  Each  night 
the  Company  bivouacked  at  Blackwall. 

1  he  baseball  nine  on  Friday  beat  a  hitherto  undefeated  Varsity 
artillery  team.  Captain  Malcolm  contributed  a  home  run. 

Week-end  leave  up  to  30 (70  of  the  Company’s  strength  is  being 
granted.  Gas  helmets  and  C.  E.  patches  were  issued  to-day. 

Within  the  next  two  weeks,  twenty  British  divisions  are,  it  is 
said,  being  shipped  to  France. 

4th  September,  1915 

Sunday  was  showery.  The  usual  muster  parade  was  held  at  9  a.m. 

Next  day  all  leave  was  cancelled.  Officers  and  men  away  were 
notified  to  report  back  to  their  units  at  7  p.m.  Sections  marched  to 
the  Royal  Military  Canal  near  the  ruins  of  Stutfall  Castle  and  prac¬ 
tised  erection  of  pontoon  and  trestle  bridges  by  night. 

On  Thursday,  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  was  inspected  in  Beech- 
borough  Park  by  His  Majesty  the  King  and  Ford  Kitchener.  Weather 
was  cool  and  sky  overcast.  Engineers,  with  all  ranks  except  Officers 
Commanding  dismounted,  marched  past  the  saluting  base  in  half¬ 
companies  of  fours  to  a  flank.  Troops  from  reserve  units  lined 
the  roads.  Seven  reinforcements  were  taken  on  strength. 

New  tool  carts  and  G.S.  wagons  of  English  manufacture  were 
received  during  the  week.  The  past  three  days  have  been  spent 
packing  tools  and  numbering  kits. 

11th  September,  1915 

A  party  of  N.C.O’s.  and  sappers  from  Sections  1  and  2  on  Sunday, 
made  a  final  trip  to  Dover  and  around  the  east  coast  as  far  as  Deal, 
where  all  ships  bound  up  or  down  Channel  call  for  information 
regarding  mine  fields. 

At  2.30  a.m.,  on  Monday,  sappers  marched  to  Sandling,  and  had 
3-1000ths  of  an  inch  taken  off  the  chambers  of  their  Ross  rifles,  to  enable 
them  to  fire  ordinary  303  cartridges  without  jamming. 

Early  on  the  7th  a  British  fleet  bombarded  the  Flemish  coast. 
Zeppelins  retaliated  by  dropping  bombs  near  London  after  dark, 
causing  50  casualties.  Next  night  they  returned  and  bombed  the 
city  itself,  22  persons  being  killed  and  87  wounded.  Some  of  the 
victims  were  in  buses,  two  of  which  were  hit.  No  lights  are  allowed 
in  railway  carriages  during  these  raids. 

On  the  9th,  24  cases  of  absence-without-leave  were  dealt  with. 
The  6th  Brigade  carried  out  a  grenade  attack  in  the  presence  of  Gen- 
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eral  Turner,  using  trenches  and  a  T  redoubt  constructed  by  the 
Company.  The  Brigade  bombing  officer,  Captain  Taylor,  was  badly 
wounded  by  a  premature  explosion.  A  photographer  visited  the  camp 
and  took  a  number  of  group  photographs.  Men  were  supplied  with 
identification  disks. 

Last  night  an  opera  company  put  on  “The  Merry  Widow” 
at  the  Pleasure  Gardens  Theatre,  Folkestone.  The  Allan  liner 
“Hesperian”  is  reported  to  have  been  torpedoed  and  sunk  a  week  ago. 
The  Drum  Inn  near  Westenhanger  is  out  of  bounds.  Drivers  have 
been  pleating  their  horses’  tails  with  red  and  green  tape,  so  that  they 
may  be  readily  identified  during  shipment.  The  week  has  been  fine 
and  dry  with  an  average  of  nearly  10  hours  of  sunshine  per  day. 

18th  September,  1915 

Favoured  by  high  west  winds,  which  enable  them  to  make  a  quick 
getaway,  Zeppelins  raided  Essex  and  Kent  on  Saturday  and  the  two 
following  nights,  without  causing  any  casualties. 

On  Monday,  there  was  a  general  shakeup  in  the  2nd  Canadian 
Divisional  Engineers.  Colonels  Houliston  and  Hughes  H.  T.,  ex¬ 
changed  duties;  the  former  taking  over  the  Depot  and  the  latter  becom¬ 
ing  C.R.E.  To  the  deep  regret  of  all  ranks  in  the  6th  Field  Company, 
its  popular  O.C.,  Major  H.  S.  Osier,  was  transferred  to  the  5th,  on 
appointment  of  Major  Janin,  who  by  the  way, is  a  veteran  of  the  Franco- 
Prussian  War,  to  be  Quartermaster.  Captain  Malcolm  succeeded 
to  command  of  the  6th,  with  Lieutenant  Ellis  as  his  second,  Lieutenant 
Weatherbe  in  charge  of  Section  1  and  Lieutenants  Manhard,  Baker 
and  Hughes  continuing  as  before  to  exercise  authority  over  Sections 
2,  3  and  4.  Twenty  other  ranks  were  struck  off  strength  for  various 
causes  and  nine  reinforcements  taken  on  from  the  Depot  to  complete 
establishment.  With  the  exception  of  Captain  Mieville,  the  5th  has 
an  entirely  new  lot  of  officers;  the  subalterns  being  Lieutenants 
Pernode,  Young,  Junkin  and  Dunsmore.  No  change  was  made  in 
the  4th  Company’s  staff,  which  still  consists  of  Major  Inksetter, 
Captain  Trotter,  Lieutenants  Smith,  Powell,  McKnight  and  Miller. 
Colonel  Young  and  Lieutenant  Schmidlin  also  remain  respectively 
as  Medical  Officer  and  Adjutant.  The  4th  Brigade  left  for  France 
followed  on  Tuesday  by  the  5th. 

At  midnight  on  the  15th,  the  Company  pulled  out  of  Otterpool 
for  the  last  time  and  marched  9  miles  to  Shorncliffe.  Thence  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  early  next  morning,  bag  and  baggage  by  two  special  trains  to 
Southampton.  Here  men,  horses  and  vehicles,  together  with  those 
of  other  units,  were  transferred  to  waiting  transports,  Section  1  being 
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to  assist  stevedores.  As  soon  as  it  was  dark,  the  vessels 
No  lights  were  shown,  smoking  was  prohibited  and  men  were 
(j  against  making  any  noise. 


97  7  a.m.,  yesterday  the  Company  landed  at  Ee  Havre  and  pro- 
tyt  a  rest  camp  consisting  of  a  few  huts  and  several  rows  of 
/-e  mts.  At  10.30  p.m.,  sections  fell  in  once  more  and  marched  to 


Major  S.  H.  Osleir 

the  railway  station,  where,  shortly  after  midnight,  they  boarded  the 
long  troop  train  on  which  they  are  now  travelling.  It  is  made  up  of 
some  half  dozen  open  trucks  to  which  vehicles  are  lashed;  ten  box 
cars,  each  holding  eight  horses,  four  at  either  end  facing  a  transverse 
space  in  the  middle  reserved  for  saddlery,  forage  and  two  grooms;  a 
similar  number  of  exactly  similar  cars  marked  “40  hommes,  8  chevaux’’ 
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containing  the  rank  and  file,  and  a  single  dilapidated  coach  for  officers. 
1  his  latter  is  placarded,  in  each  compartment,  with  the  significant 
warning.  laisez  vous!  mefiez  vous!  les  oreilles  ennemies  vous 
ecoutent.” 

A  stop  was  made  this  morning  at  Yvetot,  which  once  boasted  a 
king  all  to  itself.  His  memory  is  preserved  in  the  following  jingle. 

“II  etait  un  roi  d’Yvetot 

Peu  connu  dans  l’histoire. 

Oh  Oh  Oh  Oh!  Ah  Ah  Ah  Ah! 

Quel  bon  petit  roi  c’etait  la!” 

Here,  horses  were  watered,  men  drew  free  coffee  from  a  canteen 
in  the  railway  yard,  and  officers  repaired  to  the  village  inn  for  bacon 
and  eggs.  After  restarting,  the  train  continued  its  leisurely  way 
through  pleasant  Norman  countryside,  cultivated  to  the  last  inch  with 
irregular  polygons  of  cabbage,  onions,  chicory,  beans  and  lettuce. 
Other  villages  with  squat  church  towers,  and  farms  that  can  have 
changed  little  in  the  last  century  or  so,  were  passed.  After  leaving 
Buchy,  the  hot  sunshine  was  blotted  out  in  a  mile  long  tunnel.  Beyond 
Serqueux,  where  the  Paris-Dieppe  line  is  crossed,  there  is  a  long 
up-grade  which  the  puffing  locomotive  could  negotiate  at  only  4  miles 
an  hour.  Sentries  stand  at  all  bridges;  gaunt  bearded  men  in  faded 
blue  uniforms,  with  extraordinarily  long  bayonets  fixed  to  Lebel 
rifles.  To  the  badinage  of  our  youths,  dangling  legs  from  crowded 
side-door  Pullmans  they  nod  but  seldom  smile;  neither  do  the  busy 
dark-featured  women,  working  in  field  or  garden,  good  looking  for 
the  most  part  and  dressed,  many  of  them,  in  mourning.  At  every 
stop,  swarms  of  children  collect  and  chant  in  a  thin  treble  monotone, 
“Biskwee  Souveneer,  Biskwee  Souveneer  M’sieu,”  over  and  over  like 
the  piping  of  frogs.  Unlike  stations  in  England,  where  gay  flappers 
exchange  backchat  with  occupants  of  all  troop  trains,  there  is  about 
these  French  villages  an  atmosphere  of  subdued  melancholy,  as  though 
war  had  frozen  their  springs  of  mirth.  Between  Abancourt,  another 
junction,  and  Saleux  the  country  is  more  open;  largely  pasture  and 
woodland  or  fields  from  which  crops  have  been  removed,  with  only 
one  town,  Poix,  of  any  considerable  size. 

At  Abbeville,  a  place  of  20,000  inhabitants  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Somme,  which  was  reached  at  5.  30  p.m.,  instructions  were  received 
from  a  railway  transport  officer,  regarding  food  for  man  and  horse. 
For  two  centuries  the  town  was  English  and  now,  after  the  elapse  of 
another  four  and  a  half,  Englishmen  are  again  walking  about  the 
streets  as  though  they  had  never  been  dispossessed.  Hot  water  for 
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tea  was  drawn  from  the  locomotive  boiler.  An  interpreter  from  the 
French  Mission,  Lieutenant  Humbert  of  the  Chasseurs  d’Afrique,  has 
been  attached  to  the  Company  and  is  travelling  in  the  officers’  coach. 
Since  dark  the  train  has  been  moving  at  a  snail’s  pace.  Its  last  stop 
was  outside  Boulogne,  and  the  next  will  be  at  Calais.  This  is  all  the 
information  one  can  gather  as  to  its  direction  or  destination. 

25th  September,  1915 

At  1.30  a.m.,  on  the  19th  the  Company  detrained  at  Blendecques 
and,  with  the  first  glimmer  of  dawn,  moved  off.  The  clatter  of  boots 
on  rough  pave  brought  no  faces  to  shuttered  windows  as  the  column 
wound  its  way  through  sleeping  Arques.  Fourteen  months  of  war 
has  made  commonplace  passage  of  foreign  troops  along  the  highways 
of  France.  Outside  Renescure,  as  the  sun  rose  in  a  clear  sky,  a  halt 
was  made  and  the  men,  almost  too  weary  to  draw  rations,  fell  out  and 
slept.  At  1  p.m.,  the  march  was  continued  via  Fbblinghem  and 
Wallon  Cappel,  through  intensively  cultivated  lands  on  either  side 
of  a  hedge-bordered  highway.  The  whole  country  is  studded  with 
low  thatch-roofed  farms  and  more  pretentious  brick  chateaux. 

In  Hazebrouck,  a  quaint  town  with  a  curious  open  work  spire 
rising  above  its  church,  a  brigadier  was  reading  an  order  to  his  officers. 
Here  the  Company  turned  north  off  the  main  road  and  at  sundown 
took  over,  as  its  first  billets  in  France,  outbuildings  and  the  adjoining 
meadow  of  a  typical  Flemish  farm  near  St.  Sylvestre.  House  and 
barns,  like  those  passed  during  the  day,  seemed  to  have  grown  out  of 
the  soil  with  the  trees  that  towered  alongside.  In  fact  from  the  native 
soil,  baked  in  the  form  of  brick  and  tile  or  used  raw  as  a  sort  of  plaster, 
walls,  floor  and  lower  part  of  roof  were  actually  constructed;  while, 
from  the  timberandstraw  which  it  produced,  were  fashioned  its  wooden 
trenailed  framework  and  its  thatch.  Peculiar  features  noted  were 
a  row  of  flowering  plants  growing,  deep-rooted,  along  the  thatched 
ridge  between  gable-end  chimneys  and  a  substitute  for  attic  windows 
in  the  form  of  an  occasional  tile,  made  of  glass. 

All  officers  and  most  men  slept  under  the  stars  and  spent  the 
20th  idling  or  writing  letters.  Field  service  post  cards  and  a  few  green 
envelopes  were  distributed.  The  former  enables  the  lazy  or  illiterate 
to  indicate  with  minimum  effort  whether  he  is  well;  sick;  wounded; 
in  hospital;  hopes  for  an  early  discharge;  is  being  sent  down  to  the 
base;  and  has  or  has  not  received  recent  letter,  telegram  or  parcel, 
and  to  wind  up  with  a  promise  of  greater  epistolary  effort  in  the  near 
future.  The  latter  are  reserved  to  protect  more  intimate  messages 
from  the  unsympatheticgaze  of  regimental  officers,  though  chances  must 
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betaken  with  the  censor  at  the  Base.  Throughout  the  day  which  was 
fine  and  windless  there  was  discernible  in  the  air  an  irregular  but 
more  or  less  continuous  vibration,  like  the  distant  drumming  of  part¬ 
ridge.  Apparently  nearer  at  hand  though  still  a  long  way  off,  a  black 
speck  moved  in  the  sky  through  groups  of  tiny  white  cloudlets 
which  suddenly  materialized,  gradually  expanded  and  slowly  faded 
out  of  the  picture.  These  were  the  only  manifestations  that  hostil¬ 
ities  were  in  progress. 

On  the  21st  the  march  towards  the  front  was  resumed.  From 
behind  barred  windows  of  a  French  military  hospital  in  Steenvoorde 
looked  out  sad-eyed  patients,  bearded  and  cadaverous.  At  the 
Belgian  boundary,  instead  of  proceeding  through  Abeele,  the  Company 
attempted  a  short  cut  by  way  of  Godewaersvelde  which  would  have  in¬ 
volved  crossing  over  Mont  des  Cats,  a  feat  out  of  the  question  for 
loaded  transport.  A  halt  was  ordered,  and,  as  no  rations  had  been 
received,  recourse  was  had  to  the  limited  resources  of  a  local  bakery 
and  other  shops. 

During  the  afternoon,  in  compliance  with  an  order  from  the 
C.R.E.,  the  O.C.  and  all  section  officers  rode  ahead  to  Westoutre 
where,  it  was  learned  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  had  orders  to  take 
over  from  the  28th  Division  in  front  of  Kemmel.  One  brigade  of 
the  latter  had  already  been  relieved  by  the  3rd  Canadian  Brigade 
and  a  second,  the  85th,  was  in  process  of  relief  by  the  4th. 

A  wood,  1  kilometre  north-west  of  Dranoutre  was  allotted  to 
the  Company  as  billeting  area  and  here  alongside  a  stream  called 
the  Douve,  on  arrival  under  Eieutenant  Ellis,  all  ranks  bivoucked, 
as  they  have  done  every  night  since. 

On  the  22nd  officers  of  the  Company  were  shewn  over  the  Kemmel 
trenches.  The  area  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  the  Wytschaete 
highway,  locally  called  Suicide  Road.  This  carries  an  old  metre 
gauge  track  alongside  its  strip  of  pave.  Where  it  crosses  No  Man’s 
Band,  salients  in  our  own  and  the  enemy’s  lines,  known  respectively 
as  “The  Glory  Hole”  and  “Peckham,”  approach  each  other  to  within 
45  yards.  Fire  trenches  on  the  left,  designated  by  the  letters  G  and  H 
with  a  numerical  suffix,  are  served  by  a  communication  trench,  via 
Gellia,  pronounced  with  the  G  soft,  though  obviously  Via  Gallia  when 
first  named.  Those  on  the  right  bear  the  distinguishing  letters,  F  as 
far  as  Piccadilly,  and  E,  thence  to  a  curious  detached  outwork  called 
‘‘The  Bull  Ring.”  Beyond  this  to  the  divisional  boundary  at  the 
Wulverghem-Wytschaete  Road,  they  are  labelled  with  the  numbers 
15  and  14.  Three  C.T’s.,  named  from  north  to  south,  Pall  Mall, 
Piccadilly  and  Kingsway,  connect  this  half  of  the  front  to  some  dead 
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ground  formed  by  the  Stuiverbeek  Valley,  from  which  a  fourth, 
Regent  Street,  leads  back  to  Lindenhoek.  Except  for  a  few  depressions 
and  cover  provided  by  hedges,  ditches  and  ruined  farms,  the  whole 
area  is  under  observation  from  a  commanding  promontory  in  the 
enemy’s  front  line,  known  as  Spanbrcekmolen  or  Ihe  Black  Redoubt, 
formerly  occupied  by  a  windmill.  Much  of  our  front  line,  particularly 
between  Suicide  Road  and  Pall  Mall,  consists  only  of  a  sandbag 
breastwork.  On  the  extreme  right  in  No  Man’s  Band  is  a  curious 
shell-torn  tree  called  “The  Cactus.”  No  civilians  are  allowed  east 
of  the  Neuve  Eglise-Ypres  Road,  where  farms,  deserted  now  for  a  year, 
are  smothered  in  a  riot  of  vegetation.  North  of  the  Eindenhoek- 
Wytschaete  Road,  these  places  generally  bear  their  original  Flemish 
names  or  others  given  during  French  occupation: — Vroilandhoek, 
Fermes  Parrain,  Lagache,  Tallin,  d’Hoine  and  Rossignol.  To  the 
south,  they  are  known  only  by  their  English  substitutes: — Spy, 
Store,  Frenchman’s,  Cooker,  Elbow,  Pond  and  Cyclist  Farms. 

On  the  23rd  parties  of  N.C.O’s.  and  sappers  were  taken  over  the 
area  and  shewn  what  their  duties  would  be.  Heavy  gunfire  continued 
down  south,  particularly  in  the  early  morning.  Weather  remained 
fair  and  hot,  but  at  night  it  rained,  converting  thick  dust  on  roads 
into  glutinous  mud.  General  Turner  took  over  from  General  Bulfin 
of  the  28th  Division,  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  becoming  responsible 
for  the  whole  front  from  Wulverghem  almost  up  to  Vierstraat,  with 
the  1st  Canadian  Division  on  its  right  and  17th  British  on  its  left. 

Yesterday  opened  with  heavy  mist.  Later  it  became  hot  but 
the  sky  remained  overcast.  Sappers  in  camp  improvised  a  shower- 
bath,  using  a  pump  and  section  of  hose  from  one  of  the  tool  carts. 

Engineer  officers  were  provided  with  small  squares  of  dark 
blue  cloth  to  be  sewn  on  the  backs  of  their  tunics  below  the  collar 
as  distinguishing  badges. 

At  midnight  the  O.C.  returned  from  a  conference  at  divisional 
headquarters,  Westoutre,  with  information  that  the  greatest  battle 
in  history  would  commence  at  4  this  morning  and  that  the  Company 
was  to  stand  to  from  4.30  a.m.,  prepared  to  move  at  half  an  hour  s 
notice.  It  rained  throughout  the  rest  of  the  night.  Lieutenant 
Manhard  reported  to  Brigadier-General  Leckie  at  Kemmel  Chateau 
as  liaison  officer.  Before  dawn  the  bombardment  down  south  in¬ 
creased  to  such  an  extent  that  separate  discharges  were  indistinguish¬ 
able  and  their  combined  noise  resembled  the  subdued  roar  of  a  distant 
waterfall.  So  far  as  the  Company  is  concerned  nothing  happened. 
The  1st  Canadian  Division  put  on  a  smoke  demonstration  opposite 
La  Petite  Douve.  At  intervals  reports  of  a  great  victory  have  been 
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received.  British  battalions  have  captured  Loos  and  the  so-called 
Tower  Bridge.  Highlanders  are  reported  to  be  in  occupation  of  Hill 
70  and  to  have  penetrated  as  far  as  Cite  St.  Auguste.  On  their  right 
the  French  Army  has  gained  all  its  objectives.  The  situation  at  Hooge, 
where  our  foremost  troops  reached  Bellewaarde  Farm,  is  obscure. 
Rain  stopped  and  clouds  broke  away  just  before  sunset. 

2nd  October,  1915 

On  Saturday  night  the  6th  Brigade  which  had  been  billetted 
about  Westhof  Farm  since  the  22nd  moved  up  and  relieved  the  3rd; 


Kemmel  Chateau  Park 


Brigadier-General  Ketchen’s  staff  taking  over  headquarters  in  Kemmel 
Chateau  and  receiving  its  baptism  of  fire  in  the  form  of  eight  205 
m.m.  shells.  The  28th  Battalion  relieved  the  15th  in  trenches  G3  to 
F2  inclusive,  and  the  29th  relieved  the  14th  thence  to  trench  14. 
The  31st  went  into  brigade  reserve  at  Kemmel  Shelters,  the  27th 
remaining  back  at  Locre  in  divisional  reserve. 

Except  for  a  shower  or  two  Sunday  was  fair  and  warm.  The 
Company  was  paid  in  francs  for  the  first  time. 

A  brigade  mining  section  was  formed  to  which  the  following 
were  detailed  from  the  Company Sergeant  Dewar,  Lance-Corporal 
Ritchie,  Sappers  Goodwin,  Young,  A.  C.,  Donoghue,  Reid,  Berry  and 
Hart.  It  immediately  took  over  all  work  on  tunnelling  in  the  sector. 
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Locrehof  Farm  was  secured  as  permanent  company  billets  and 
thither  all  ranks  moved.  House  and  outbuildings,  which  appear 
very  ancient,  form  a  quadrangle  about  a  huge,  square  midden  full  of 
semi-liquid  manure.  The  courtyard  is  entered  through  a  brick  arch. 
N.C.O’s  and  men  are  quartered  in  a  vacant  barn  and  in  lofts  over 
stables,  cattle-sheds,  pig  pens  and  granaries.  Officers  occupy  the 
tile-floored  dining  room,  which  also  answers  as  orderly  room  and  mess. 
Remainder  of  the  house,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  appears  to 
be  kitchen,  is  reserved  for  the  Flemish  owner  and  his  family  together 
with  a  couple  of  refugee  Walloon  ladies.  Eivestock  includes  a  dog 
which,  when  not  chained  up  helps  to  pull  a  handcart  to  which  it  is  then 
harnessed  under  the  axle;  or  supplies  motive  power  for  the  family 
churn  by  walking  in  a  treadmill  fashioned  in  the  form  of  an  eight- 
foot  diameter  squirrel  cage. 

Appointments  of  the  Officer  Commanding  and  2nd-in-command 
to  be  Acting-Major  and  Acting- Captain  respectively  were  announced. 

For  their  first  day  in  the  trenches,  the  28th  Battalion  had  two 
men  and  the  29th  Battalion  one  man  killed. 

A  program  of  work,  to  be  carried  out  by  infantry  battalions 
of  the  6th  Brigade  under  supervision  of  the  Company  was  drawn 
up  and  approved  by  the  C.R.F.,  and  brigadier.  It  includes: — 

1.  Completion  of  support  line  and  of  communication  trenches 
between  it  and  fire  trenches. 

2.  Deepening  front  line  trenches.  Lowering  and  thickening 
breastworks  and  installation  of  loop  holes. 

3.  Remodelling  dugouts,  which  are  all  unsafe. 

4.  Repairing  disused  portion  of  Piccadilly. 

5.  Improving  and  shoring  up  “feather”  trenches. 

6.  Extension  of  tramway. 

7.  Construction  of  alternate  machine  gun  emplacements  in 
front  line,  and  bombproof  shelters  for  their  crews. 

8.  Improving  and  constructing  new  emplacements  in  subsidiary 

line. 

9.  Construction  of  a  new  line  of  “strong  points.’ 

10.  Cutting  fire  trenches  off  C.Ts.,  and  protecting  latter  with 
traverses  and  materials  for  double  blocks. 

11.  Constructing  a  new  C.T.  connecting  Pall  Mall  to  Kemmel. 

12.  Extending  Kingsway  to  Tea  or  Pond  Farm. 

13.  Deepening  all  communication  trenches  to  7  feet. 

Sections  2  and  3  were  detailed  to  take  charge  of  all  work  in  front 
line,  supports  and  communication  trenches  on  the  right  and  left 
respectively  as  far  back  as  the  existing  row  of  strong  points.  For 
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work  in  rear  of  this  the  other  two  sections  became  responsible,  Section 
4  being  on  the  right. 

The  Corps  Commander,  General  Alderson,  visited  the  trenches 
on  Sunday  afternoon.  There  was  some  heavy  firing  in  the  direction 
of  Ypres  between  10  and  11  p.m. 

Monday  was  fine  and  hot.  Lieutenants  Manhard  and  Baker 
moved  out  to  the  forward  area.  The  former  found  accommodation 
for  himself  and  half  his  section  near  Tea  Farm,  and  the  latter,  with 
half  a  dozen  handymen,  got  a  dugout  partly  constructed  behind 
S.P.  11,  using  material  collected  from  nearby  farms.  Work  was 
begun  on  improvement  of  trenches,  particularly  drainage,  and  has 
since  been  prosecuted  vigorously.  Sections  1  and  4  working  from 
rear  billets  meet  infantry  work  parties  at  8  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  opposite 
the  brigade  workshop  in  Kemmel,  of  which  Lance-Corporal  Patterson 
is  in  charge.  Material  thrown  up  out  of  the  trenches  during  the  day 
is  cleared  back  from  the  berm  at  night. 

A  hostile  plane  flew  over  our  lines  on  Tuesday  morning.  Section 
2  worked  in  the  Bull  Ring  and  on  Piccadilly.  Rain  started  to  fall 
at  4  p.m.  Regent  St.  dugouts  came  in  for  some  slavos  of  whizz  bangs. 
The  enemy  was  nervous  at  night,  sweeping  the  parapets  with  machine 
gun  and  rifle  fire  and  driving  a  large  party  from  the  31st  Battalion 
working  on  Via  Gellia  with  Section  1  into  the  trench.  Our  guns 
eventually  joined  in  and  the  strafe  subsided.  Stars  came  out  at  mid¬ 
night  but  the  drizzle  recommenced  before  morning  and  continued  all 
next  day. 

Belgians  at  Locrehof  Farm  put  in  a  complaint  because  the  Medical 
Officer  attempted  to  disinfect  the  manure  pit  with  chloride  of  lime. 
This,  they  claimed,  found  its  way  into  a  well  and  spoiled  the  flavour 
of  their  drinking  water. 

More  rain  fell  on  the  30th  but  it  cleared  late  in  the  afternoon  when 
three  enemy  planes  came  over  to  see  what  was  going  on.  Shortly 
after,  right  battalion  headquarters  was  shelled.  Each  sapper  in 
Section  2  was  made  responsible  for  a  particnlar  trench.  At  night  the 
31st  Battalion  relieved  the  28th.  Company  transport  with  rations 
delivered  3,000  sandbags  and  20  sheets  of  corrugated  iron  at  Tea 
Farm.  Machine  guns  and  fixed  rifles  by  night  and  snipers  by  day 
made  all  movement  above  ground  extremely  unpleasant. 

Yesterday  was  fine  but  cool.  At  3.15  p.m.,  the  enemy  blew  a 
mine  60  yards  in  front  of  our  parapet  in  G-2  the  crater  of  which  is 
visible  through  a  periscope.  They  may  have  heard  tunnellers  at 
work  in  one  of  our  saps.  These  extend  some  distance  out  into  No 
Man’s  Land,  but  they  are  shallow  and  progress  has  been  interrupted 


THE  RHINE  AND  BACK 


47 


by  water  and  quicksand.  Sergeant  Dewar’s  men  say  sounds  of 
digging  are  audible  underneath  the  one  that  starts  from  G-l.  All 
our  mining  is  being  carried  out  under  an  R.E.  officer  who  has  a  couple 
of  R.M.C.  graduates,  Lieutenants  E.  Bulloch  and  A.  Stewart,  as 
subalterns.  The  latter  is  in  charge  of  the  6th  Brigade  section. 

Last  night  the  29th  Battalion  having  through  the  loss  of  one  of 
its  sergeants  by  a  sniper’s  bullet  the  day  before  increased  its  total 
casualties  to  11,  came  out  to  Kemmel  Shelters  on  relief  by  the  27th. 

To-day  has  been  quite  perfect  with  a  bright  sun  bathing  fields 
behind  Dranoutre  where  labourers  are  digging  turnips  and  harvesting 
tobacco,  in  its  mellow  autumn  glow.  An  enormous  elongated  balloon 
with  a  tail  of  cup-shaped  disks  is  floating  aloft  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  rear  billets.  In  the  forward  area  ripe  walnuts  are  dropping 
from  trees  about  Farm  Parrain  and  luscious  blackberries  are  going  to 
waste  in  hedges.  Behind  the  latter,  repose  unburied,  heroic  French¬ 
men  of  Conneau’s  dismounted  squadrons,  rushed  up  a  year  ago  to 
support  our  own  handful  of  cavalry  struggling  for  possession  of 
Wytschaete  and  Messines.  Planes  flying  high-up  against  a  clear  sky 
continue  to  draw  white  or  black  puff  balls  of  smoke  according  as  their 
wings  bear  black  crosses  or  the  tri-coloured  circles  of  the  Allies. 
One  of  our  Morane  Monoplanes  just  sped  over  the  German  lines  low 
enough  to  awaken  machine  guns.  Corps  and  Divisional  Commanders 
are  making  a  trip  through  trenches,  which  have  been  sufficiently 
improved  during  the  week  to  merit  a  note  of  commendation  in  orders 
from  General  Plumer  of  the  Second  Army.  One  of  the  enemy  recently 
called  out  to  our  men,  “You  can  have  these  trenches  after  the 
4th  of  October”.  Section  3  has  nearly  completed  digging  a  C.T. 
from  S.P.  11  to  the  junction  of  G-2  and  G-3. 

Results  of  the  great  battle  that  started  a  week  ago,  to-date  are 
as  follows:  In  Champagne,  an  advance  averaging  2j^  miles  on  a 
front  of  15  between  the  Aisne  and  Suippes  Rivers  that  has  pushed 
the  enemy  back  to  the  line  Cernay-Tahure-Auberive  and  yielded 
25,000  prisoners;  in  Artois,  the  capture  of  Souchez  and  western  slopes 
of  Vimy  Ridge,  the  summit  of  which  was  reached  but  could  not  be 
held.  At  Loos,  extension  of  our  line  which  formerly  ran  about  500 
yards  in  front  of  Grenay,  Fosse  7,  Le  Rutoire  Chapel  and  Cuinchy, 
into  a  salient  which  includes  part  of  the  Double  Crassier,  all  of  the 
Loos  Crassier,  near  edge  of  Hill  70  and  the  Chalk  Pit,  approaching 
at  its  northern  end  close  to  the  outskirts  of  Hulluch,  the  Quarries  and 
Fosse  8.  The  number  of  prisoners  in  this  section  exceeds  3,000. 
Subsidiary  attacks  against  the  Aubers  Ridge  and  at  Hooge  appear  to 
have  served  their  purpose  of  confusing  the  enemy  and  preventing 
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him  from  diverting  reserves  to  other  localities  but  have  resulted  in  no 
permanent  territorial  gains. 

9th  October,  1915 

Except  on  Tuesday  when  it  rained,  the  weather  has  been  uniformly 
dry  and  warm  by  day  with  heavy  dews  after  dark  and  thick  mists  at 
dawn. 

Snipers  were  active  on  Sunday.  One  registered  five  hits  on  Tea 
Farm,  which  is  a  mile  back  of  our  front  line. 

On  Monday  a  big  enemy  biplane  flew  over  Kemmel  for  half  an 
hour,  apparently  paying  not  the  slightest  attention  to  fire  from  our 
“Archibalds”  and  a  pompom.  Later  the  village  was  shelled.  Drain¬ 
age  of  Kingswa-y  was  completed. 

Next  day  in  spite  of  dull  skies  and  rain  guns  were  active  on  our  left. 

On  Wednesday  Section  2  completed  a  dugout  in  the  support  line 
behind  Trench  15  for  use  as  advanced  engineer  billets.  While  our 
men  were  at  supper  inside  the  enemy  tested  the  roof  for  shrapnel 
resistance  with  a  few  rounds  from  his  field  guns. 

Hostile  artillery  was  again  very  active  on  Thursday;  support 
lines,  strong  points  and  C.  Ts.  all  coming  in  for  punishment.  Drivers 
taking  rations  and  supplies  up  Suicide  Road  and  into  Cooker  Farm 
had  an  unpleasant  trip  as  many  stray  bullets  were  whizzing  about. 

Late  the  following  morning  another  intense  bombardment  broke 
out  in  the  direction  of  Loos  accompanied,  it  is  reported,  by  counter 
attacks  against  British  positions  at  the  Hohenzollern  Redoubt  and 
Chalk  Pit,  as  well  as  against  those  of  our  Allies  who,  a  few  days  before, 
had  taken  over  the  line  from  Hill  70  south.  They  were  repulsed,  as 
was  an  attempt  in  Champagne  to  recapture  the  Butte  of  Tahure 
seized  by  the  French  two  days  before.  On  our  own  front  the  enemy 
threw  over  some  coal  boxes  to  which  our  9.2.  four  miles  back  behind 
Kemmel  Hill  replied. 

At  5.45  p.m.,  he  sprang  several  mines  under  the  28th  Battalion, 
which  had  just  settled  down  for  its  second  turn  in  the  front  line. 
Fifty  yards  of  trench  was  destroyed  with  its  occupants,  and  two 
craters  formed;  one,  at  the  angular  junction  of  G-l  and  G-2,  and  the 
other  halfway  between  it  and  the  barricade  across  Suicide  Road. 
At  the  same  time  a  barrage  was  laid  down  behind  our  support  line  and 
the  whole  brigade  front  subjected  to  intense  fire  from  howitzers, 
machine  guns  and  trench  mortars.  Projectiles  from  the  latter  buried 
a  number  of  the  garrison  some  of  whom  died  before  they  could  be  dug 
out.  One  man  had  his  head  blown  clean  off.  Survivors  nevertheless 
mounted  fire  steps  and  replied  with  rifles  as  fast  as  they  could  empty 
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their  magazines.  The  28th  lost  14  killed,  31  wounded  and  9  missing, 
presumed  dead,  lhe  29th  on  the  right  suffered  much  less  severely. 

As  soon  as  it  was  dark  Lieutenant  Baker  with  his  section  and  100 
men  who  had  come  up  with  rations  and  ammunition  started  sapping 
a  new  trench  and  constructing  sandbag  breastworks  around  the 
craters.  Lieutenant  Hughes  and  No.  4  section  with  Sergeant  Dewar 
and  Corporal  Berry  of  the  tunnellers  assisted.  Sergeant  Alport  was 
wounded  slightly  in  the  neck  but  returned  to  duty. 

Day  broke  this  morning  before  the  new  parapet,  which  is  to  be 
raised  and  thickened  at  11  o’clock  to-night,  could  be  finished.  It 
was  in  connection  with  completion  of  this  task  that  the  Company 
sustained  its  first  serious  loss.  Impelled  by  a  keen  sense  of  duty 
Lieutenant  Baker,  to  whose  initiative  and  untiring  energy  the  work 
accomplished  last  night  is  mainly  due,  had  gone  back  to  study  the 
situation  by  daylight,  when,  according  to  C.  Q.  M.  S.  Fletcher  who 
accompanied  him,  he  was  hit  below  the  forehead  by  a  bullet  fired  from 
the  Black  Redoubt.  The  wound,  it  is  feared,  will  affect  the  sight  of 
one  eye,  if  not  of  both.  Profound  regret,  not  only  within  the  Company 
but  throughout  the  Brigade,  is  felt  at  this  most  unfortunate  bit  of 
bad  luck  and  expressions  appreciative  of  the  gallant  officer’s  invaluable 
services  are  accompanied  everywhere  by  hopes  for  his  quick  recovery. 
He  is  now  in  Major  Hill’s  dugout,  but  to-night,  as  soon  as  he  can  be 
brought  out,  will  be  evacuated  through  Bailleul  Clearing  Hospital. 

During  the  day  the  Company  was  ordered  to  supply  an  emergency 
force  to  assist  the  3rd  Field  Company  in  manufacturing  smoke  bombs 
for  use  in  a  forthcoming  demonstration  against  the  enemy.  Twenty 
N.C.Os’.  and  men  of  Sections  1  and  2  were  accordingly  dispatched 
by  lorry  under  Lieutenant  Weatherbe  to  Nieppe.  Between  4.30  and 
5.30  p.m.,  our  heavies  fired  in  retaliation  for  yesterday’s  show. 

During  the  week  the  battalion  in  brigade  reserve  has  supplied 
150  men  by  day,  and  that  in  divisional  reserve  300  at  night.  About  a 
a  third  of  this  force  has  been  employed  on  strong  points  and  commun¬ 
ication  trenches  near  the  front.  The  remainder,  under  Sections  1  and 
4,  has  deepened  and  drained  the  rear  portion  of  Via  Gellia  and  Regent 
Street.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  on  a  survey  by  12 
N.C.  O’s.,  and  sappers  of  all  trenches  in  the  area.  The  work  was  com¬ 
menced  by  plane  table  but,  due  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  under  cover 
except  at  night  or  in  thick  weather,  use  of  this  instrument  has  been 
abandoned  in  favour  of  the  pocket  compass. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  game  in  the  evacuated  area  east  of  Kemmel. 
It  is,  in  fact,  no  uncommon  thing  when  walking  through  the  chicory 
fields  protected  by  early  morning  mists,  to  flush  a  covey  of  par- 
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tridge  or  perhaps  a  cock  pheasant  and  his  mate.  Occasionally  a  big 
Belgian  hare  leaps  the  trench  in  which  our  men  are  at  work  and  goes 
bounding  off  towards  the  nearest  hedge.  Strict  orders  have  been 
issued  against  pot-hunting  but  to  an  occasional  shot  at  fur  or  feather 
is  possibly  due  some  of  the  current  reports  that  Germans  have  been 
sniping  from  behind  our  lines.  For  the  most  part,  however,  these  are 
undoubtedly  occasioned  by  the  extraordinary  similarity  in  sound 
between  the  smack  of  a  bullet  hitting  a  tree  and  its  discharge  from  a 
rifle. 

16th  October,  1915 

On  Sunday  the  177th  Tunnelling  Company  R.E.  took  over  all 
underground  work  in  the  area.  With  the  exception  of  Lance-Corporal 
Ritchie,  sappers  attached  to  the  mining  section  returned  to  the  Com¬ 
pany.  The  enemy  was  suspiciously  silent  all  day.  A  report  was 
current  on  Monday  that  we  blew  a  camouflet  south  of  the  Bull  Ring. 

The  munition  workers  returned  from  Nieppe  on  the  night  of  the 
12th,  after  carrying  on  continuously  for  three  days  and  two  nights; 
one  half  the  party  from  each  field  company  relieving  the  other  every 
six  hours.  The  type  of  smoke  bomb  turned  out  was  the  result  of 
experiments  made  the  first  day.  It  consisted  of  a  one-foot  section  of 
3-inch  diameter  stove-pipe  secured  at  the  ends  with  wood  disks,  and 
filled  with  a  mixture  of  tallow,  gunpowder  and  molten  tar.  A  piece  of 
safety  fuze  in  contact  with  a  pinch  of  magnesium  primer  was  left 
protruding  through  a  hole  in  the  top.  An  hour  or  two  before  dawn 
the  second  morning  someone  dropped  a  lighted  cigarette  into  the 
barrel  of  gunpowder  and  sent  the  whole  works,  including  60  completed 
bombs,  sky  high  in  a  geyser  of  smoke  and  flame.  The  glare  must 
have  been  visible  for  miles,  but  by  a  fortunate  lack  of  enterprise,  the 
enemy  failed  to  turn  on  his  artillery.  As  soon  as  the  fire  was  under 
control,  the  whole  heartbreaking  business  had  to  be  started  over  again. 
By  working  in  a  sort  of  stupor,  with  nerves  ragged  from  insufficient 
sleep,  the  men  were  just  able  to  complete  200  bombs  in  time  for  them 
to  be  rushed  up  by  lorry  and  distributed  along  the  front  line  before 
operations  for  which  they  were  required  commenced. 

During  the  day  our  artillery  and  the  enemy’s  had  exchanged 
compliments  but  the  firing  died  out  when  at  night  the  31st  Battalion 
relieved  the  28th,  two  companies  going  in  via  Lindenhoek  at  7  p.m., 
and  the  others  by  way  of  Doctor’s  House. 

The  13th  broke  clear  and  bright  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  west. 
At  2.00  p.m.,  our  field  guns  started  cutting  wire.  Dummy  figures  were 
manipulated  by  wires  and  rifles  with  fixed  bayonets  exposed  above 
parapets  on  the  1st  Division  front  as  though  an  attack  were  immin- 
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ent.  At  3.00  p.m.,  under  cover  of  an  intense  barrage,  the  smoke 
bombs  were  lighted  and  dropped  over  the  parapet.  As  their  yellowish 
fumes  began  drifting  across  No  Man’s  Land  the  front  line  garrison 
opened  rapid  fire.  The  demonstration  was  kept  up  for  20  minutes. 
The  enemy’s  retaliation  forced  sappers  working  on  trenches  to  suspend 
operations.  After  an  hour  of  comparative  quiet  his  cannonade 
recommenced.  Simultaneous  passage  of  several  “Jack  Johnsons” 
sounded  as  though  a  long  freight  train,  with  all  brake  beams  loose,  was 
rushing  at  incredible  speed  over  some  gigantic  steel  viaduct  high  up 
above  the  tree  tops.  Heavy  trench  mortar  bombs  tore  gaps  in  our 
parapet  on  either  side  of  the  Kemmel-Wvtschaete  Road,  and  punched 
great  holes  behind.  One  explosion  killed  an  officer  and  five  other 
ranks  of  the  31st  Battalion,  all  six  bodies  being  buried  in  the  crater 
made  by  it.  The  same  battalion  had  four  other  casualties.  Oper¬ 
ators  in  the  G-2  signal  station  were  buried  but  dug  themselves  out  and 
had  their  wires  reconnected  in  seven  minutes. 

At  night  Major  Daly’s  Company  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Hughes 
and  sappers  from  Sections  3  and  4,  repaired  damage  to  trenches. 
The  29th  Battalion,  on  the  right,  shared  the  general  bombardment, 
its  second  in  4  days.  A  coal  box  burst  close  in  front  of  No.  2 
Section’s  dugout  and  several  others  just  beyond,  one  demolishing  the 
latrine. 

Our  demonstration  was  in  support  of  an  inconclusive  three-day 
fight  near  Hulluch  for  possession  of  the  Hohenzollern  Redoubt,  to¬ 
gether  with  Big  and  Little  Willie  trenches  which  connect  it  to  the  main 
German  position  in  front  of  Fosse  8.  It  was  apparently  taken  ser¬ 
iously  by  the  enemy  who  claimed,  next  day,  to  have  repulsed  an  attack 
with  gas  on  a  30  mile  front. 

Thursday  was  very  quiet.  The  27th  Battalion  relieved  the  29th. 
Yesterday  hostile  snipers  profited  by  rapid  dissipation  of  a  thick  early 
morning  fog  to  pot  men  who  had  been  moving  about  freely  under  its 
cover.  Lance-Corporal  Brown,  surveying  in  an  old  trench  near 
Frenchman’s  farm,  had  a  narrow  escape.  A  private  at  the  head  of 
Kingsway,  less  lucky,  was  hit. 

To-day  closes  a  week  of  almost  ideal  weather.  Sections  2  and  3 
have  been  reclaiming  support  trenches,  digging  out  old  floor  boards  in 
the  front  line,  raising  them  on  piles  or  replacing  them  with  new  ones 
as  fast  as  material  is  provided.  They  have  also  shored  up  the  sides 
of  so-called  feather  trenches,  narrow  slits  dug  transversely  across 
main  C.  T’s.  to  provide  refuge  during  a  bombardment. 

The  following  message  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Company  from 
the  chief  Engineer; — “The  Corps  Commander  wishes  to  thank  those 
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“who  have  done  such  excellent  work  in  the  making  of  bombs  at 
“short  notice.  He  is  fully  aware  of  the  high  pressure  at  which  they 
“have  been  working  and  wishes  you  to  tell  them  how  much  their 
“work  is  appreciated.” 

Orders  have  been  issued  requiring  that  all  lights  shall  be  ex¬ 
tinguished  at  8.15  p.m.,  and  forbidding  civilians  to  be  out  of  doors  in 
restricted  areas.  Clipping  of  horses  is  prohibited.  Brigade  services 
to-morrow  will  be  held  in  Kemmel  school  house  at  9.00  a.m.,  Newport 
Dugouts  at  10.30  a.m.,  and  28th  Battalion  Headquarters  at  2.00  p.m. 

23rd  October,  1915 

At  2.00  p.m.,  on  Sunday  our  6-inch  howitzers  shelled  the  Black 
Redoubt,  evidently  a  sore  spot,  as  the  enemy  replied  vigorously  a 
couple  of  hours  later.  One  coal  box  landed  alongside  S.P.7,  killing 
seven  of  the  garrison.  The  right  half  of  Section  2  carried  out  the 
bodies.  Their  own  dugout  had  another  close  shave,  a  cookstove, 
10  feet  from  the  entrance  being  hit  and  tossed  bodily  some  distance 
away.  Corporal  Bonham  finished  a  map  of  the  trenches  on  a  scale 
of  100  feet  to  an  inch. 

At  4  next  morning  our  artillery  attempted  to  knock  out  the 
offending  hostile  battery.  Infantry  reliefs  on  successive  nights  inter¬ 
fered  with  work. 

Section  2  started  a  new  dugout  on  Tuesday.  Two  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  N.C.O’s.  nearly  made  Blighty,  when  a  shell  landed  within  6 
feet,  tore  a  hole  in  the  tunic  of  one,  punctured  the  other’s  water  bottle 
and  wounded  four  stretcher  bearers  with  whom  they  were  talking. 

On  Wednesday  Kingsway  was  cut  through  to  Tea  Farm. 

Large  work  parties  next  day  made  excellent  progress  in  getting 
support  trenches  cleaned  out  and  communication  trenches  revetted. 

Yesterday  “hows”  again  strafed  the  Black  Redoubt.  In  return 
the  enemy  tossed  12  big  ones  over  Kemmel.  A  mine  was  blown  on 
our  immediate  right. 

To-day  the  32nd  Siege  Battery  shelled  Wytschaete,  otherwise 
there  has  not  been  much  activity.  Another  full  week  has  slipped  by 
without  rain.  Each  morning  the  sun  climbs  through  early  mists  that 
shroud  Messines  Ridge  into  a  clear  sky  and  sinks  at  the  day’s  end, 
behind  Scherpenberg  in  a  golden  haze.  Dust  along  either  side  of  the 
10-ft.  wide  strip  of  pave  on  first  class  roads,  is  inches  deep.  Wells 
are  drying  up.  At  dusk  chilly  fogs  settle  in  low  lying  depressions, 
gradually  drowning  out  fields  and  hedges  in  a  smother  of  vapour,  glis¬ 
tening  white  under  a  moon  that  reaches  full  to-night.  Some  of  our 
men  have  been  discarding  their  Ross  rifles  for  old  Lee-Enfields  picked 
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up  in  the  trenches.  This  practice  is  now  forbidden  in  orders;  although 
on  the  13th,  the  31st  Battalion  had  no  fewer  than  138  jams  after  10 
to  25  rounds  of  rapid  fire.  The  Corps  has  taken  over  all  work  on 
Kemmel  Hill. 

A  copy  of  the  defence  scheme  for  this  sector  has  been  issued  to  the 
Company. 

To  control  traffic  and  to  prevent  unnecessary  casualties  guards 
have  been  stationed  at  all  road  barriers.  No  vehicles,  mounted  men 
or  motor  cars  are  allowed  to  move  east  of  them  except  from  one  hour 
after  dusk  to  one  hour  before  dawn.  Men  on  bicycles  may  however 
pass  at  any  time. 

These  barriers  are  located  as  follows: 

Ea  Clytte  N20b79,  Locre  (a)  N19c91,  Eocre  (b)  N25a60,  Chateau 
N21d43,  Estaminet  Square  N19d94,  Eindenhoek  Cross  Roads  N27c98 
and  Lindenhoek  N27cl4. 

The  scale  of  rations  per  man  as  set  out  recently  in  orders  is  as 
follows: 

Meat,  fresh  lM  lb.  or  preserved  1  lb;  Bread  lEt  lbs.  or  Flour  or 

Biscuit  1  lb ;  Bacon  4  oz. ;  Cheese  3  oz. ;  Mustard  one  twentieth  oz. ; 

Pepper  one  thirty-sixth  oz ;  Vegetables  fresh  Vi  lb.,  or  Peas,  Onions, 

Beans  or  Potatoes  (dried)  2  oz ;  Tea  Vs  oz. ;  Jam  M  lb. ;  Sugar  3  oz  ; 

Salt  M  oz. ;  Butter  3  oz ;  (3  times  a  week,  when  available) .  Tobacco 

or  cigarettes  2  oz.  per  week.  Extra  for  men  in  trenches  one  sixty- 

fourth  gal.  Rum  (twice  a  week  when  available). 

30th  October,  1915 

Commencing  this  week  infantry  companies  in  the  front  line  were 
ordered  to  reserve  50%  of  their  strength  for  work  on  drainage,  dugouts 
and  new  C.T’s.  between  front  and  support  trenches.  Of  the  400  men 
now  being  supplied  nightly  from  divisional  reserve,  100  have  been 
employed  carrying  material  for  the  177th  Tunnelling  Company,  which 
has  started  sinking  the  shaft  for  a  deep  mine,  in  the  hollow  back  of 
G-2.  The  remainder,  together  with  300  from  brigade  reserve,  have 
continued  to  report  to  our  officers  and  N.  C.  O’s.  daily,  except  during 
relief,  for  work  on  C.  T’s.  and  strong  points. 

Sunday  was  fine  and  warm.  Sapper  Eyon  was  wounded  by  shrap¬ 
nel  early  in  the  afternoon.  The  31st  Battalion  relieved  the  28th  at 
night. 

On  Monday  it  rained  all  day.  Between  8.30  and  9.30  p.m., 
while  the  27th  were  taking  over  on  the  right,  a  heavy  artillery  duel  was 
in  progress  on  our  left. 
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Next  morning  the  weather  cleared  and  patches  of  blue  appeared 
among  slow  moving  masses  of  fleecy  cloud.  A  big  Albatross  flew  over 
Locrehof  Farm,  black  crosses  being  plainly  visible  on  its  wings. 
Accompanied  by  much  blowing  of  whistles  as  a  signal  to  take  cover, 
Archies  on  the  Dranoutre-Lindenhoek  Road  opened  up  and  soon  had 
the  sky  spattered  with  bursts  of  shrap.  An  empty  shell  fell  through 
the  roof  of  the  men’s  billets,  missing  a  couple  of  drivers  by  inches. 
Just  when  it  looked  as  though  the  hostile  plane  would  get  away  one  of 
our  own  appeared  in  pursuit  and  sent  it  tumbling  to  earth  near 
Wulverghem  where  for  half  an  hour  enemy  field  guns  attempted  to 
complete  its  destruction.  The  pilot  was  killed  and  the  observer 
wounded  and  made  prisoner.  Both  were  quite  young.  The  machine 
was  armed  with  a  Colt  machine  gun  captured  from  the  14th  Battalion 
at  Ypres  Our  plane  is  reported  to  have  been  piloted  by  Robert 
Lorraine,  the  actor. 

Wednesday  was  showery.  Locre  baths  were  allotted  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  between  7.30  and  9.00  a.m. 

During  the  morning,  in  a  field  north  of  the  village  which  had  been 
prepared  as  a  review  ground  by  our  sappers,  representative  platoons 
from  the  6th  and  other  brigades  were  inspected  by  King  George,  who 
arrived  with  Sir  John  French.  The  28th  Battalion  lined  the  road. 
Elsewhere,  later  in  the  day,  His  Majesty  was  thrown  from  his  horse. 

Section  4  completed  digging  through  a  new  communication  trench 
from  Farm  D’Hoine  to  Lindenhoek.  Rain  recommenced  towards 
dusk  and  continued  all  through  the  following  day  and  night.  As  a 
result,  the  sides  of  C.  Ts.,  where  not  shored  up,  started  to  slough,  and 
water  in  the  front  line  overflowed  into  dugouts.  Work  parties, 
plastered  to  the  ears  in  mud,  have  since  been  directing  all  their  energies 
towards  getting  the  worst  places  drained  and  revetting  completed. 

Yesterday  was  dull,  but  rain  held  off.  The  32nd  Siege  Battery 
fired  on  Muskrat  Mound.  The  enemy  retaliated  last  night,  destroyed 
seven  dugouts,  and  blew  in  part  of  G2  parapet. 

This  morning  was  fine  and  sunny,  but  threatening  clouds  have 
s'nce  obscured  the  sky.  Both  artilleries  were  again  active.  About 
4.30  p.m.,  Corporal  Fournier  was  wounded  by  splinters  from  a  coal 
box. 

Thirty  steel  helmets  have  been  issued  as  trench  stores  to  battalions 
in  the  front  line.  They  look  not  unlike  those  worn  by  the  ancient 
Greeks.  They  also,  when  the  lining  is  removed,  make  useful  hand 
basins.  Carpenters,  who  have  been  at  work  on  a  row  of  huts  under 
trees  lining  the  road  to  Locre  for  Section  billets,  have  several  com¬ 
pleted.  Reconnaissance  of  the  ground  in  front  of  Kemmel  has  been 
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tnade,  with  a  view  to  piping  water  up  to  the  trenches  from  a  spring 
south-west  of  the  village.  Conversion  of  Spy  Farm  into  a  redoubt 
has  been  started  by  an  N.C.O.  and  several  sappers,  with  thirty  or  forty 
infantry.  Work  in  the  front  line  is  now  being  looked  after  by  20 
sappers  from  Section  2,  and  ten  each  from  Sections  4  and  3. 

6th  November,  1915 

Intermittent  showers  last  week  were  only  a  foretaste  of  what 
Flanders  can  produce  in  the  way  of  moisture.  Since  then  it  has  rained 
steadily  for  three  days  and  three  nights.  Farrier-Sergeant  Carter 
reported  to  the  Company  on  Sunday.  The  28th  Battalion  completed 
relief  of  the  31st,  and  at  night  the  29th  went  in  on  the  right.  Both 
units  have  been  supplied  with  goatskin  coats. 

On  Monday  a  couple  of  sappers  were  detailed  to  supervise  repairs 
to  the  Brulooze-Kemmel  road. 

Next  day  Company  tinsmiths  started  manufacturing  stoves  for 
Brigade.  Corporal  Morrison,  A.M.,  was  instructed  to  make  a  recon¬ 
naissance  survey  for  a  railway  connecting  Poperinghe  with  Locre  and 
Bailleul.  In  the  forward  area  there  was  very  little  hostile  activity, 
both  the  enemy  and  our  men  being  fully  employed  trying  to  keep 
communications  open.  Reports  continued  coming  in,  from  all  over 
the  place,  of  dugouts  and  trenches  collapsing. 

The  situation  was  worse  on  the  3rd,  when  the  O.C.  made  a  tour 
of  the  right  trenches.  Section  2  had  70  men  struggling  to  drain 
Kingsway.  The  newly  dug  C.  T.  from  Farm  d’Hoine  was  abandoned, 
and  all  the  energies  of  Section  4  devoted  to  maintenance  of  Regent 
Street  and  Pall  Mall.  Situated  near  the  height  of  land  they  were 
affected  less  than  other  trenches,  but  material  kept  sliding  in  from 
the  overweighted  sides  of  PiccadiJly  faster  than  it  could  be  dug  out, 
and  eventually  that  thoroughfare  became  impassable.  The  lower 
portion  of  Via  Gellia  had,  for  the  most  part,  been  deepened,  revetted 
and  drained  by  offtake  ditches.  Danger  existed  however  of  the 
latter  becoming  blocked.  To  prevent  this,  a  large  work  party  lent  by 
an  Imperial  battalion,  was  set  the  task  of  digging  back  their  slopes. 
The  men,  raw  recruits,  were  not  supposed  to  be  used  in  the  danger 
zone,  but  the  case  was  urgent  and  anyway,  the  whole  area  was  wrapped 
in  dense  fog.  Unfortunately,  this  thinned  just  before  the  detachment 
finished  working  on  top.  A  strange  casualty  resulted.  As  the  officer 
in  charge  was  about  to  warn  his  men  to  take  cover,  a  bullet  whistled 
past,  and  one  of  them  dropped  dead.  On  removal  to  a  dressing 
station,  the  body  was  found  to  be  absolutely  free  from  any  mark  that 
could  have  been  caused  by  a  projectile. 
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Yonge  Street  during  the  morning  became  a  rushing  torrent,  dis¬ 
charging  its  burden  of  slime  and  water  into  the  main  trench  through 
which  all  traffic  to  or  from  the  left  subsector  had  to  struggle.  The 
sides  had  been  revetted  with  expanded  metal  fastened  to  4  foot  x  12 
foot  frames,  which  in  turn  were  kept  in  place  by  hop  poles  driven  a  foot 
into  the  trench  bottom  and  wired  back  to  anchor  stakes.  Lateral 
pressure  of  the  semi-liquified  soil  became  too  great  for  one  of  these,  so 
that  it  gave  away.  Immediately  the  stream  was  dammed  and  a 
detachment  of  Section  1,  endeavouring  to  repair  the  damage,  found 
itself  floundering  about  in  water  which  rose  nearly  to  the  men’s  arm- 
pits.  To  anchor  back  a  new  pole  someone  had  to  climb  out  on  top. 
Sapper  Sutherland,  N.C.,  volunteered  and  did  what  was  required,  at 
the  cost  of  a  bullet  through  his  arm.  All  through  the  rest  of  the  day 
the  party  kept  strengthening  weak  places.  Snipers  continued  trouble¬ 
some  until  a  message  was  got  through  to  the  West  Lancs,  who,  by 
keeping  the  Black  Redoubt  under  fire  at  irregular  intervals  thereafter, 
ended  the  annoyance. 

Above  S.  P.  11  conditions  were  almost  as  bad.  Here  accumu¬ 
lated  drainage  from  German  trenches,  which  extend  well  over  the 
crest  of  Messines  Ridge,  found  its  way  across  No  Man’s  Land  into  our 
front  line,  and  came  pouring  to  the  rear  in  a  cataract  of  fluid  mud. 
Through  this  it  became  increasingly  difficult  to  force  one’s  way,  and 
though  Section  3,  by  unceasing  efforts,  kept  the  trench  open,  a  runner 
took  three  hours  to  cover  the  mile  and  a  half  to  Brigade  headquarters. 
The  few  that  tried  making  a  dash  overland  became  casualties,  and  had 
to  remain  at  S.P.ll  aid  post  until  after  dark.  What  was  considered 
a  greater  catastrophe  occurred  when  a  couple  of  luckless  individuals 
upset  a  jar  containing  the  28th  Battalion’s  rum  ration.  The  29th 
contributed  an  item  to  the  day’s  1st  of  misfortunes  by  reporting  as 
still  missing  one  of  its  scouts  who  had  mysteriously  disappeared  the 
previous  night.  At  7  p.m.,  R.E.  on  our  right  blew  a  small  mine. 

Rain  fell  less  persistently  on  the  4th,  but  the  weather  continued 
wet.  Brigade  again  supplied  big  work  parties,  and  except  for  a  few 
sentries,  front  line  battalions  had  practically  every  man,  from  com¬ 
pany  commander  to  batman,  employed  on  drainage.  One  29th 
Battallion  officer,  in  particular,  got  an  immense  amount  of  useful 
work  done  on  Trench  14  and  Granger  Street  by  directing  their  flow  in 
accordance  with  the  simple  laws  of  gravity.  These,  unfortunately,  are 
frequently  disregarded,  and  much  labour  is  wasted  in  vain  attempts  to 
rid  one  bay  of  its  liquid  accumulation  by  sweeping  the  mess  around  an 
adjoining  traverse  and  trusting  that  Providence  will  attend  to  its 
subsequent  disposal. 
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Section  2  drained  a  pond  at  the  head  of  Kingsway  which  had 
overflowed  and  caused  the  sides  to  collapse.  A  party  under  its 
direction  also  started  digging  a  new  C,  T.  to  take  the  place  of  Piccadilly. 
Snipers  were  again  active  as  soon  as  an  early  fog  lifted.  One  scored 
an  ‘  outer  ’  on  Corporal  Hooke,  of  Section  3,  who  was  wounded  in  the 
thigh.  Another,  possibly  the  same  marksman  who  killed  a  man  the 
previous  day  with  a  miss,  hit  Sapper  Marsh,  who  was  working  in 
almost  the  identical  spot,  fair  in  the  breast.  The  bullet  fortunately 
passed  through  some  wet  earth  before  penetrating  his  greatcoat,  so 
that,  although  he  fell  back  ejaculating  “Oh  !  I’m  shot  !”  it  failed 
even  to  break  the  skin  and  was  recovered  in  his  clothing.  The  31st 
Battalion  came  back  in  at  night.  Bakerloo  Tunnel  in  the  Bull  Ring 
collapsed. 

Yesterday  was  cold  and  showery.  Lieutenant  Manhard,  acci¬ 
dentally  injured  by  a  half-broken  horse,  was  evacuated.  An  engineer 
sergeant  and  two  privates  of  the  1st  Division  were  killed  by  a  rifle 
grenade  at  the  extreme  right  oi  Trench  14.  Our  own  work  parties 
nearby  were  strafed  with  shrapnel  and  H.E.,but  no  casualties  resulted. 
A  plane,  having  Allied  markings,  appeared  to  be  directing  the  enemy’s 
fire,  but  was  unmolested.  There  was  a  heavy  white  frost  at  night, 
with  ice  an  eighth  of  an  inch  thick.  The  27th  Battalion  relieved  the 
29th.  Our  supply  wagon  could  only  get  in  as  far  as  Pond  Farm. 

To-day  has  been  dull.  Two  sappers  were  detailed  to  assist  the 
32nd  Siege  Battery  in  constructing  dugouts  and  an  O-Pip.  Sapper 
McKenzie  was  dangerously  wounded  by  a  bullet  in  the  groin.  At 
1.30  Brigade  withdrew  all  infantry  work  parties  on  account  of  a 
bombardment  scheduled  for  2  p.m.  Visibility,  however,  remained 
low,  and  the  shoot  was  a  washout. 

Thick  weather  has,  in  fact,  characterized  every  day  this  week. 
When  not  raining,  fog,  especially  early  in  the  morning,  has  been  so 
dense  that  our  men  have  walked  about  in  No  Man’s  Land  and  almost 
to  the  German  wire  with  impunity.  Sappers  of  Section  3  report 
finding  the  remains  of  a  large  body  of  kilted  troops  half-buried  in  long 
grass  near  the  Hammerhead.  They  are  spread  out  in  line  and  from 
their  attitudes  were  evidently  shot  down  while  advancing  in  extended 
order.  Apparently  they  belonged  to  the  1st  Gordon  Highlanders, 
an  8th  Brigade  battalion  forming  part  of  the  3rd  Division,  which  held 
the  front  north  of  Kemmel-Wytschaete  Road  from  November  1914, 
until  June  this  year.  At  daybreak  on  the  14th  December,  this  brigade 
advanced  against  Maedelstede  Farm  and  Petit  Bois,  with  the  Gordons 
on  the  right  and  the  2nd  Royal  Scots  on  the  left.  The  operation  was 
undertaken  in  conjunction  with  a  final  attempt  made  by  the  32nd 
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French  Division  to  recapture  Wytschaete.  The  49th  Battalion  was 
attached  to  the  Division  on  the  2nd,  and  is  supplying  work  parties. 

One  of  our  N.C.O.’s  to-day  fished  three  new  pairs  of  rubber  boots 
out  of  Piccadilly  where  their  owners  had  become  mired  before  the 
trench  was  abandoned.  A  report  is  current  this  evening  that  the  Kaiser 
has  been  assassinated. 


13th  November,  1915 

The  first  two  days  of 
the  week  were  damp,  cold 
and  misty.  Sappers  were 
detailed  to  erect  screens 
across  the  Kemmel- 
Brulooze  and  Kemmel-Ea 
Clytte  Roads,  which,  since 
the  leaves  started  to  fall, 
have  been  under  observa¬ 
tion  from  Wytschaete  Hos¬ 
pice.  Section  3  sapped  a 
passage  under  G1  parapet 
into  the  most  easterly  cra¬ 
ter  at  the  Glory  Hole.  A 
report  from  Etaples  was 
received  with  deep  regret 
that  Sapper  McKenzie  had 
succumbed  to  his  wounds. 
His  death  is  the  first  the 
Company  has  had  to  record 
since  arriving  in  France. 

The  enemy  on  Monday 
burst  some  shrapnel  over 


Offtake  from  H  Trenches 
Corporal  Carson 


our  work  parties  and  dropped  eight  heavies  into  Kemmel.  Next  day,  as 
visibility  improved,  he  repeated  the  dose  and  systematicallybombarded 
the  whole  forward  area.  One  of  our  N.C.O.’s  observed  86  shells  land 
between  Tea  Farm  and  the  dressing  station,  evenly  divided  between 
5.9’s  and  4.1’s.  Only  three  were  duds.  Men  from  divisional  reserve 
on  trench  improvement  were  kept  too  busy  dodging  shells  to  get  much 
work  done.  Our  hows,  took  on  targets  behind  the  German  lines  in 
retaliation. 

More  rain  fell  on  the  10th.  The  O.  C.  and  Captain  Ellis  visited 
Section  2  in  Pond  Farm. 
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On  the  11th  there  was  a  welcome  interval  of  sunshine  and  the 
whole  sodden  country  sparkled  under  its  mild  refulgence.  Hostile 
snipers  accounted  for  two  more  victims  from  the  Company — Lance- 
corporal  Raitt  being  severely  wounded  in  the  lung  and  Sapper  Mc¬ 
Donnell,  J.S.,  less  seriously  in  the  leg.  Our  artillery  was  active  all 
day,  as  indeed  was  that  of  the  enemy,  but  his  shells  fell  in  empty 
trenches  from  which  the  garrison  had  been  withdrawn  in  anticipation 
of  hostile  retaliation.  The  28th  came  in,  at  night,  by  the  faint  light 
of  a  new  moon  ;  the  29th  following  next  day. 

Leather  jerkins  were  issued  to  the  Company  and  waders,  officially 
known  as  boots,  gum,  thigh,  to  those  sappers  not  already  supplied 
who  have  occasion  to  use  them. 

Last  night  rain  fell  again  in  torrents.  It  continued  to-day,  driven 
before  a  high  wind.  Infantry  were  soused  to  the  skin  and  such  of 
their  dugouts  as  had  not  been  reconstructed  were  awash  once  more. 
Trenches  recommenced  caving  in  all  along  the  front.  Revetment  in 
the  deep  lower  end  of  Via  Gellia  was  strained  to  the  limit  and  its  sides 
bulged  until  they  almost  met.  The  upper  portion,  into  which  an 
offtake  from  H  trenches  had  been  dug,  became  a  river  of  mud,  from 
which  a  couple  of  28th  Battalion  privates,  carrying  sandbags,  were 
unable  to  extricate  themselves  until  rescued  by  an  officer  of  the 
Company,  minus  their  boots,  rifles  and  loads.  A  ditch  was  dug  from 
Granger  Street  to  relieve  Trench  14.  Between  2  and  3  p.m.  Kemmel 
came  in  for  double  its  usual  iron  ration. 

20th  November,  1915 

The  14th  was  clear  and  windless,  with  an  occasional  gleam  of 
watery  sunshine.  A  number  of  planes  were  up  in  the  direction  of 
Ypres.  The  new  German  Fokker  is  said  to  be  a  slightly  improved 
copy  of  the  French  Monocoque,  but  with  a  square  fuselage.  Con¬ 
struction  of  a  dam  across  the  spring-fed  watercourse  in  a  wooded 
ravine  above  Kemmel  was  commenced.  Two  salvos  of  5.9s  burst  in 
the  village.  Conditions  were  such  near  the  front  line  that  movement, 
in  or  out,  had  to  be  made  partly  above  ground. 

On  the  15th  weather  was  again  fine  and  bright.  Complaints 
from  battalions  in  reserve,  that  their  men  get  little  opportunity  for 
much  needed  rest  and  training  when  out  of  the  line,  resulted  in  smaller 
work  parties. 

At  4  p.m.  an  artillery  shoot  started  on  the  right.  Our  planes  far 
over  the  German  lines  were  heavily  strafed.  Bombardment  of 
Kemmel,  which  has  become  a  sort  of  daily  ritual,  took  place  about 
the  same  time.  At  5  it  appeared  to  have  stopped.  Sheltered  behind 
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the.  most  southerly  house  in  the  village,  a 
sentry  on  barrier  duty  saw  Lieutenant 
Hughes  and  Sapper  Campbell,  R.A.,  ap¬ 
proaching  from  the  direction  of  Linden - 
hoek  to  meet  a  31st  Battalion  work  party. 
Heavy  frost  the  previous  night  had 
stripped  more  foliage  from  the  hedges  and, 
since  visibility  was  still  good,  he  stepped 
out  to  challenge  or  warn  them.  As  he  did 
so  the  scream  of  a  final  approaching  shell 
ended  with  its  impact  on  the  pave  between 
challenger  and  challenged,  and  a  terrific 
explosion  which  instantly  killed  all  three. 
News  of  the  double  fatality  in  Section  4 
came  as  a  great  shock  to  the  Company, 
where  both  officer  and  sapper  were  regarded 
with  the  most  affectionate  esteem.  Few 
officers  in  the  Brigade,  in  fact,  were  more  popular  among  those 
that  enjoyed  his  friendship,  than  Chester  Hughes.  Curiously 
enough,  in  discussing  one’s  chances  of  seeing  the  war  through 
to  a  finish  only  a  day  or  two  before,  he  had  expressed  a  hope  that, 
if  in  his  case  it  were  ordained  otherwise,  his  end  when  it  came 
might  be  swift.  Both  bodies  were  removed  during  the  evening  and 
buried  next  day  with  full  military  honours  in  Locre  cemetery,  where 
they  lie  side  by  side  under  the  shadow  of  an  old  grey  church  tower. 
Amabiles  et  decori  in  vita  sua,  in  morte  quoqne  non  sunt  divisi. 

Sapper  MacCallum,  on  the  16th,  was  wounded  in  the  forearm 
while  working  above  ground  near  Via  Gellia,  about  dusk.  There  was 
a  violent  bombardment  in  the  direction  of  Hill  60.  At  night  the 
27th  Battalion  came  back  in,  travelling  overland  under  a  bright 
moon.  It  had  been  out  only  four  davs. 

Work  parties  were  withdrawn  at  11  p.m.  preparatory  to  an 
attempt  by  the  gun  known  as  Grandmother  to  shift  Beaver  and  Musk¬ 
rat  Mounds  from  their  present  anchorages.  At  2.30  a.m.  and  again 
at  4,  the  1st  Canadians  on  our  right  put  down  intense  barrages. 
Under  cover  of  the  first,  the  7th  Battalion  carried  out  a  raid  and 
brought  back  a  dozen  prisoners. 

Promotions  of  Major  Malcolm  and  Captain  Ellis,  as  of  13.  9.  15, 
were  confirmed  in  orders. 

The  17th  was  cold  and  showery.  Infantry  officers  with  two  of 
our  N.C.O.’s  waded  through  Trench  14A,  and  decided,  after  the  Staff- 
Captain  got  stuck  in  mud,  not  to  attempt  its  reclamation.  There  was 


Lieutenant  C.  Hughes 
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The  Long  Trail.  1  Sapper  Campbell,  R.  A.  2.  Via  Gellia.  3.  Graves  of 
Lt.  Hughes  and  Sapper  Campbell.  4.  Suicide  Rd. 
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a  lot  of  artillery  activity  as  an  aftermath  to  the  previous  night’s 
operations.  A  dozen  5.9’s  fell  in  Kemmel.  The  6th  Brigade  staff 
next  day  moved  out  of  the  Chateau,  to  a  farm  south  of  the  cross¬ 
roads  800  yards  east  of  Eocre  Hospice. 

Our  own  and  hostile  planes  took  advantage  of  a  clear  interval  on 
the  18th  to  get  a  bird’s-eye  view  of  all  this  waterlogged  country. 
Later  a  band  played  in  R.E-  Farm  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
enemy,  who  expressed  his  displeasure  with  volleys  of  shrap.  and  rapid 
r  fie  fire.  Toward  evening  a  cold  wind  brought  icy  showers  of  rain 
and  hail. 

Yesterday  was  frosty.  A  couple  of  sappers  barricaded  the  win¬ 
dows  of  Kemmel  Chateau,  now  empty,  to  make  a  drying  room  for  the 
left  battalion’s  rubber  boots.  The  enemy  dropped  some  shells  into 
the  churchyard  as  the  27th  Battalion  was  coming  out.  Lieutenant 
A.  C.  McDougall  was  posted  to  the  Company,  but  has  been  seconded 
to  the  C.R.E. 

Except  for  early  fog  to-day  has  been  clear  and  cold.  Sect  on  1 
started  grading  for  a  light  railway  from  SP-11  to  Farm  Parrain.  The 
body  of  a  German  bomber,  who  approached  our  lines  and  was  shot, 
can  be  seen  through  a  periscope  hanging  in  the  wire  outside  El.  There 
will  be  a  full  moon  to-night  for  relief  of  the  31st  by  the  28th  Battalion. 
x\n  additional  50  francs  per  man  has  been  authorized  for  Christmas. 
Rate  of  exchange  is  three  and  eightpence  per  five  francs. 

27th  November,  1915 

There  has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  the  weather  this  week. 
Sunday  was  fair,  cold  and  quiet.  A  hostile  plane  was  shot  down. 

Throughout  most  o  Monday  the  country  was  shrouded  in  chilly 
mist. 

Next  morning  it  was  denser  than  ever.  As  it  started  to  thin  a 
sentry  on  our  extreme  left  made  out  the  figure  of  a  man  at  work  near 
the  German  wire.  He  was  about  to  fire  when  one  of  the  Company 
warned  him  to  wait.  Presently  the  worker  straightened  up  and 
approached,  covered  by  several  rifles.  He  was  then  recognized  as  a 
recent  acquisition  to  the  sentry’s  own  battalion,  and  was  seen  to  be 
staggering  under  the  weight  of  a  big  dud  shell.  As  he  climbed  into 
the  trench  the  least  unkind  remark  passed  was  an  expression  of  regret 
that  the  sentry  had  not  shot  him  in  the  first  instance.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  our  artillery  registered  on  the  enemy’s  parapet  in  preparation 
for  a  big  shoot  that  was  pulled  off  the  following  day. 

Weather  overnight  turned  mild  and  soft.  Work  parties  were 
cancelled  and  our  garrison  was  withdrawn.  From  9.30  a.m.  to  11, 
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field  guns  tore  gaps  in  the  enemy’s  wire.  In  the  afternoon  nine 
batteries  of  18  pounders  with  all  the  4.  5  and  6-inch  howitzers  bom¬ 
barded  front  line  trenches  and  supports  in  the  vicinity  of  Spanbroek- 
molen.  Whether  or  not  the  occupants  anticipated  a  raid,  they  could 
be  seen  scrambling  out  over  the  parados  and  dashing  to  the  rear. 

On  Thursday,  Sergeants  MacPherson,  Dewar  and  Alport,  who 
have  been  recommended  for  commissions,  proceeded  to  Corps  Head¬ 
quarters,  Bailleul,  to  interview  the  Chief  Engineer.  The  place 
normally  has  a  population  of  about  14,000,  but  is  now  crowded  with 
troops  of  all  arms.  A  field,  nearly  opposite  the  Asylum  in  the  north 
outskirts,  is  occupied  by  a  squadron  of  the  Royal  Flying  Corps  whose 
planes,  taking  off  and  alighting,  swoop  low  across  the  main-road  with 
little  regard  for  traffic.  The  town’s  outstanding  feature  is  its  big 
market  square,  which  has  a  row  of  shops  in  one  side  and  a  sixteenth 
century  belfry,  rising  above  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  on  the  other.  Showers 
fell  during  the  day.  The  right  half  of  Sect  on  2  returned  to  rear  billets. 

When  battalions  were  relieved  yesterday,  the  Division  s'de- 
stepped  about  700  yards  to  the  north.  The  27th  handed  over  to  the 
1st  Brigade  14a,  14b,  15,  E4,  Kingsway,  and  S.P.7,  taking  in  exchange 
al  F  trenches  from  the  left  battalion.  It  was  allowed  to  retain  Tea 
Farm  until  a  new  battalion  headquarters  100  yards  south  of  Einden- 
hoek  crossroads  is  completed.  The  31st  Battalion  took  over  from 
the  5th  Brigade,  G4,  G4a,  HI,  Hla,  and  S.P11.  Via  Gellia  remains 
common  to  both  brigades,  but  its  maintenance  still  devolves  on  the 
6th  Field  Company.  Sappers  working  on  Spy  Farm  Redoubt  were 
shelled.  Weather  was  bitterly  cold,  with  dense  flurries  of  snow. 

To-day  a  suspicion  of  frost  crystallized  the  air  so  that  every 
detail  of  the  landscape  stood  out  in  sharp  definition.  Northward  a 
few  bleached  ru.’ns  in  Ypres  were  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  High  up 
against  sun-washed  clouds,  disciples  of  Icarus  fought  battles  of  their 
own,  as  remote  from  the  drudgery  of  trench  warfare  as  is  an  element 
that  permits  them  to  manoeuvre  in  three  dimensions  from  the  adhesive 
surface  which  mmobilizes  efforts  of  their  unfledged  brethren  below. 
A  few  shells  during  the  day  were  dropped  on  Frenchman’s  Farm.  To 
supply  urgent  demands  for  trench  mats,  night  operation  of  the  saw¬ 
mill  at  R.  F.  Park  was  begun  by  eight  N.C.O.’s  and  sappers  from  the 
Company.  After  sloshing  about  in  the  mud  at  rear  billets  for  a  couple 
of  months,  one  begins  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  footwear  of  the 
native  pattern  possesses  certain  advantages.  All  Belgians  wear  wood 
sabots  about  their  farms.  For  one  thing  they  can  be  cleaned  in  two 
minutes  under  a  pump,  and  dried  with  a  cloth.  The  village  shoe¬ 
maker  at  Dranoutre  always  has  a  cord  or  two  of  seasoned  willow  on 
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hand  from  which,  with  the  aid  of  saw,  chisel,  gouge  and  primitive 
lathe,  he  keeps  the  whole  countryside  more  or  less  dry-shod. 

4th  December,  1915 

Everything  froze  up  solid  over  the  week  end  and  the  air  remained 
bitterly  cold  all  through  the  28th.  The  sky  however,  was  again  clear 
and  the  scene  of  renewed  aerial  activity.  Work  was  started  on  Vroil- 
andhoek  Strong  Point,  right  battalion  headquarters  and  a  drying 
hut  at  Eindenhoek.  Coal  boxes  on  Spy  Farm  did  no  damage. 

There  was  a  battalion  relief  on  Monday.  At  noon,  after  being 
soaked  to  the  skin  and  chilled  through  with  rain,  wind  and  sleet, 
work  parties  were  withdrawn.  Eater  our  guns  were  in  action. 

The  last  day  of  November  was  fine  and  bright;  also,  strangely 
enough,  unusually  quiet.  A  sniper  accounted  for  one  of  the  49th 
Battalion  work  party.  The  Poperinghe-Bailleul  railway  survey  was 
finished  and  the  O.C.  turned  in  his  report  to  the  C.R.E.  Visitors 
from  the  Royal  Naval  Air  Service  were  shown  through  the  trenches. 
There  were  also  a  lot  of  “brass  hats’’  moving  about. 

The  first  shipment  of  new  type  “elephant  iron”  shelters  allotted 
to  the  Brigade  were  turned  over  to  the  Company.  They  are  made 
from  sheets  of  heavy  gauge  trough  section  steel,  bent  in  the  form  of 
quadrants  and  drilled,  at  top  and  bottom,  to  receive  angle  iron  con¬ 
nections.  Two  such  sheets  bolted  together  form  a  semicylindrical 
section  of  hut,  4  feet  long,  8  feet  wide  and  6  feet  high.  When  covered 
with  a  few  thicknesses  of  sandbags  and  a  bursting  layer  of  brick, 
they  are  believed  to  be  proof  against  shrapnel  and  high  explosive  shells 
of  small  calibre.  They  were  sent  forward  at  night  for  erection  at 
Eindenhoek,  Regent  Street  Dugouts  and  S.P.  11. 

Commencing  on  Wednesday  the  following  changes  came  into 
effect.  Section  1,  under  Sergeant  Eaing,  became  responsible  for  all 
work  in  front  of  S.P.  11  along  the  left  battalion  frontage.  Section  4, 
under  Sergeant  Crombie  took  over  that  in  the  corresponding  area 
on  the  right.  Section  3,  under  Sergeant  Alport,  relieved  Section  1, 
and  Section  2,  under  Sergeant  Dewar,  relieved  Section  4  on  work  in 
rear  portions  of  Via  Gellia  and  Regent  Street  respectively.  Eieutenant 
Weatherbe  was  detailed  to  supervise  all  work  along  the  Brigade  front. 
Sections  1  and  4  established  forward  billets  at  S.P.  11  and  Farm 
D’Hoine. 

December  came  in  to  the  accompaniment  of  high  wind  and  driving 
rain.  The  II  corps  artillery  staged  a  demonstration  on  our  right  that 
lasted  two  hours.  Our  own  front  received  some  of  the  retaliation. 
The  right  battalion  aid  post  was  moved  from  Tea  Farm  to  Regent 
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Street  Dugouts.  Military  Police  searched  Eocrehof  Farm  and  found 
in  the  portion  occupied  by  its  Belgian  owners  a  lot  of  W.D.  supplies, 
including  jam,  bully  beef,  hard  tack,  rubber  boots  and  capes.  It 
looks  as  if  the  war  profiteers  were  not  all  across  the  Channel. 

Warm  winds  and  rain  on  the  2nd  and  3rd  dissolved  what  was  left 
of  the  frost.  Except  for  a  night  bombardment  of  Mount  Pleasant 
with  aerial  torpedoes  and  bombs  that  accounted  for  seven  of  the  gar¬ 
rison,  hostile  artillery  was  practically  nil.  The  27th  and  31st  Battal¬ 
ions  took  over  the  trenches.  This  morning  Lieutenants  J.  D.  and  R. 
M.  Calvin  reported  to  the  Company  and  were  taken  on  strength  as 
from  2-12-15.  For  the  fourth  successive  day  it  poured.  Everywhere 
again  trenches  are  falling  in.  Water  is  up  to  one’s  knees.  At  inter¬ 
vals  a  mass  of  clay  becomes  detached  and  drops  with  a  splash,  carrying 
down  long  stretches  of  cable  over  which  men,  laden  with  rations, 
ammunition  and  sandbags,  stumble  and  fall.  Material  for  revetting 
is  becoming  extremely  scarce.  The  supply  of  hop  poles  has  long  since 
run  out  and  all  sorts  of  expedients  have  to  be  resorted  to.  Section  3 
used  sheets  of  corrugated  iron,  kept  in  place  by  angle  irons  driven  into 
the  ground.  What  little  lumber  is  available  sappers  at  Headquarters 
are  converting  into  trenchmats,  dugout  frames  and  chevaux-de-frise. 

Two  spies  are  said  to  have  been  captured  on  Thursday.  Since 
then  there  have  been  frequent  reports  of  a  strange  officer,  whom  no¬ 
body  seems  to  know,  going  in  and  out  of  the  trenches  and  moving 
about  the  area  in  a  manner  calculated  to  excite  suspicion.  He  was 
seen  to-day,  but  not  challenged,  by  the  sentry  at  S.P.  11  and  later 
by  one  of  the  Company’s  sergeants.  He  is  described  as  tall  with  a 
black  moustache,  and  wearing  the  uniform  of  an  interpreter  without 
badges.  While  the  man  may  be  a  German  in  disguise,  it  is  more 
probable  he  is  some  one  connected  with  the  Lahore  Artillery,  which 
starts  relieving  the  West  Lancs  to-night. 

11th  December,  1915 

Rain  has  fallen  every  day  this  week  except  Wednesday.  Sunday 
was  mild.  The  G  and  F  trenches  were  lashed  with  shrapnel  to  which 
the  Lahore  Artillery  replied  with  interest.  Sapper  Burch,  A.,  was 
wounded  by  a  bullet  through  the  wrist. 

A  high  wind  accompanied  by  showers  blew  on  Monday.  At 
2.30  p.m.,  General  Plumer  inspected  the  battalions  in  reserve. 
Hostile  gunners  knocked  the  top  off  Kemmel  Hill  lower  and  heavily 
strafed  our  work  and  carrying  parties.  Next  day  they  fired  273  shells 
into  the  area,  breaking  the  tramway  near  Spy  Farm  and  forcing 
work  parties  to  suspend  operation.  On  Wednesday  they  put  one 
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into  the  cellar  of  Eindenhoek  Guard  Room.  After  a  dense  fog  at 
dawn  a  gradually  increasing  wind  cleared  the  air  and  brought  out 
observation  planes.  The  27th  and  31st  Battalions  completed  a 
miserable  six  day  period  in  the  front  line.  At  night  while  the  former’s 
band  wasplaying  in  Headquarter  Section’s  hut  at  Eocrehof,  there  was 
a  sudden  outburst  of  machine  gun  and  artillery  fire  on  our  right  to 
which  the  9.2  behind  Kemmel  contributed.  It  appears  to  have  been 
in  support  of  an  unsuccessful  attack  by  some  of  Seeley’s  force, 
who  had  relieved  a  2nd  Brigade  garrison  opposite  the  Messines- 
Ploegsteert  Road  barricade. 

The  9th  was  stormy  and  wet,  but  mild.  Our  own  front  was  quiet. 
Unofficial  announcement  was  made  that  Sergeants  MacPherson, 
Dewar  and  Alport  had  been  granted  commissions.  The  occasion 
was  appropriately  celebrated,  with  much  champagne  of  no  particular 
vintage,  at  a  dinner  in  Bailleul.  It  was  held,  as  are  all  such  functions, 
at  the  home  of  “Madame  la  Comtesse,”  near  the  Church  of  St. 
Vaast,  where  anyone  from  the  Company  introduced  by  Eieutenant 
Humbert  is  sure  of  a  warm  welcome. 

Yesterday  Eieutenant  R.  M.  Calvin,  with  a  party  of  50  men, 
which  is  to  be  supplied  daily  by  the  49th  Battalion,  started  fixing  up 
certain  selected  bays  of  Vierstraat  Switch.  Standing  orders  require 
that  this  trench,  as  well  as  the  G.H.Q.  line  at  Lindenhoek,  shall, 
in  the  event  of  hostile  attack,  be  garrisoned  by  two  sections  billetted 
in  the  forward  area.  They,  in  such  case,  become  subject  to  further 
orders  of  the  6th  Brigade,  whereas  remaining  personnel  of  the  Company 
as  part  of  the  divisional  reserve,  is  required  to  assemble  at  rear  billets, 
load  vehicles,  and  be  ready  to  move  aS  directed.  Heavy  transport 
has  instructions  to  join  the  train.  There  was  little  activity  during 
the  24  hours  on  either  side;  but  to-day,  with  a  slight  improvement 
in  the  weather,  normal  hostilities  were  resumed.  Officers  moved 
their  quarters  into  a  tent,  and  are  using  aji  Armstrong  hut  as  mess. 

Recently  the  enemy  has  developed  an  uncanny  faculty,  which 
apparently  enables  him  to  overhear  what  is  going  on  in  our  salient 
opposite  Peckham.  Following  the  slightest  unusual  movement  or 
conversation  above  a  whisper,  machine  gun  bullets  rattle  viciously 
against  the  parapet  or  rip  through  its  topmost  sandbags  and  go 
richochetting  into  space,  as  an  effective  reminder  to  keep  one’s  head 
down  in  the  low  places. 

18th  December,  1915 

Six  new  reinforcements  arrived  from  England  on  Sunday,  and 
three  of  the  old  lot  reported  back  from  hospital  in  Bailleul.  A  report 
is  current  there  that  it  was  one  of  our  mines  which  sank  the  Anglin 
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in  the  Channel  on  November  17th  when  Major  Janin  was  drowned. 
Rain  fell  with  steady  persistence  and  continued  throughout  Monday, 
when  our  guns  were  in  action  on  targets  opposite  the  3rd  Division. 
Two  lorries  were  lent  to  the  Company  to  send  up  wire  and  other 
R.  E.  material. 

Wednesday  was  fine.  We  bombarded  Peckham  and  Maedelstede 
for  an  hour  before  noon.  At  four  o’clock  next  morning  the  1st  Cana¬ 
dian  Division  manhandled  an  18-pounder  up  to  its  front  line  and 
blew  down  the  barricade  which  had  been  the  objective  of  Strathcona’s 
Horse  on  the  8th.  The  27th  and  31st  relieved  their  associate  bat- 
tallions  in  our  own  trenches.  Sir  John  French,  this  day,  handed  over 
command  of  the  B.E.F.  to  Sir  Douglas  Haig.  Troops  were  warned 
against  talking  to  strangers  in  estaminets.  Strict  orders  were  also 
issued  that  other  ranks  in  the  trenches  must  be  in  possession  of  two 
gas  helmets  and  a  full  complement  of  S.  A.  A.  The  Company  was 
instructed  to  rush  work  on  second  line  strong  points.  Accordingly, 
for  the  last  three  days,  it  has  had  several  hundred  men  excavating  and 
putting  out  wire  at  Frenchman’s,  Haleybroek,  Spy,  Vroilandhoek, 
and  Parrain  Farm  Redoubts.  Protected  by  thick  morning  fogs, 
operations  have  been  carried  on  during  daylight  as  well  as  at  night. 
The  O.  C  and  Captain  Ellis,  accompanied  by  the  M.O.,  Colonel 
Young,  were  out  over  the  work  to-day.  After  next  week,  the  49th 
Battalion  will  not  be  available  for  work  in  the  6th  Brigade  area. 

25th  December,  1915 

At  4.30  a.m.  on  Sunday,  our  sentry  at  Spy  Farm  saw  15  red 
flares  go  up  in  the  direction  of  Ypres.  They  were  followed  by  a 
violent  cannonade.  Early  risers  at  rear  billets,  as  they  emerged  into 
the  open  an  hour  later,  found  the  air  strongly  charged  with  chlorine. 
A  hostile  gas  attack  had,  it  appears,  been  launched  against  the  6th 
Division  north  of  Menin  Road.  Several  hundred  men  caught  sleeping 
in  dugouts  and  under  the  ramparts,  became  casualties  before  they 
could  don  respirators.  The  weather  remained  mild  and  wet  all  that 
day  and  throughout  Monday.  On  Tuesday,  there  were  glimpses  of 
the  sun  between  showers,  and  grass  about  the  spring  fed  water  hole 
north  of  Locrehof  had  the  rich  emerald  tint  of  early  summer.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Dewar  was  posted  to  Section  2,  Lieutenant  Alport  to  Section  3, 
Lieutenant  J.  D.  Calvin  to  Section  4,  and  Lieutenant  MacPherson  to 
Headquarters  Section.  There  was  a  frost  at  night  when  the  29th  and 
28th  took  over  the  front  line. 

Wednesday  was  rainy  and  cold.  Two  Russian  prisoners  are 
reported  to  have  escaped  to  our  lines  north  of  Hill  60.  A  chilly  fog 
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hung  over  the  area  on  Thursday.  The  P.P.C.L.I.  and  1st  Entrenching 
Battalions,  detailed  over  the  weekend  to  work  on  reserve  lines,  started 
supplying  the  company  with  day  and  night  parties  on  Via  Gellia, 
Vierstraat  Switch,  G.H.Q.  trench  and  the  rear  series  of  strong  points. 
These  latter  were  inspected  next  day  by  Colonel  du  Pre  with  Major 
Moore  of  the  Brigade  and  the O.C., some  changes  in  layout  being  made. 
The  9.2’s  had  a  go  at  the  Black  Redoubt,  while  our  smaller  hows,  took 
on  Peckham.  The  enemy  then  retaliated  with  250  shells  of  all  calibres, 
and  finally,  to  close  the  exchange  of  compliments,  our  12-inch  dropped 
one  or  two  big  ones  on  Wytschaete.  The  night  was  dark,  and  quiet 
with  few  flares.  A  blurred  moon  rose  about  three.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  repeat  scenes  which  marked  Christmas  Eve  on  this  front  a 
year  ago,  when  Saxons  and  British  troops  of  the  5th  Division  hob¬ 
nobbed  in  No  Man’s  Land. 

To-day  opened  with  the  usual  mist  which  later  settled  into  a 
steady  drizzle.  There  was  no  gun  fire  and  little  else  in  the  way  of 
activity.  Only  25  men  reported  for  work  on  Pall  Mall  this  morning. 
Plum  puddings  had  been  distributed  to  all  units  in  the  2nd  Canadian 
Division  by  the  London  Daily  News,  and  these,  with  rations,  boxes 
from  home,  and  the  contents  of  stockings  supplied  by  some  kind 
friends  of  the  Company  in  Canada,  have  enabled  all  messes  to  serve  a 
creditable  Christmas  dinner.  Mud  is  everywhere.  Trenches  are  still 
in  deplorable  condition.  Travel  on  roads  is  confined  to  the  10  foot 
strip  of  pave  in  the  centre.  Horses  going  to  water  sink  to  their  hocks 
in  frightfully  churned  up  soil  about  the  drinking  places.  A  party  of 
40  to-night  is  digging  out  Regent  St.  Padres,  to-day,  held  Com¬ 
munion  Services  for  C.of  E.  troops  at  officers’  dugouts  in  E3,  Pall  Mall, 
S.P.9,  and  G3,  also  at  Regent  St.  Dressing  Station  and  at  Lindenhoek. 

1st  January,  1916 

Artillery  registration  was  the  only  form  of  liveliness  in  the  area 
on  Boxing  Day.  Weather  was  fair  but  changed  overnight  and  con¬ 
tinued  vile  until  to-day.  There  was  a  battalion  relief  on  Monday. 
The  following  were  promoted  to  the  ranks  set  opposite  their  names, 
as  of  3  :  12  :  15  : 

Sergeants,  Bonham  and  Huyck. 

Corporals,  Minnes  and  Medlen. 

2nd  Corporals,  Ritchie  and  Forbes. 

Lance  Corporals,  Howlett,  Rogers  and  Spriggs. 

On  Tuesday  the  Company’s  horses  were  inoculated.  Our  heavies 
shelled  the  ruin  in  No  Man’s  Land,  halfway  between  the  Bull  Ring 
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and  Black  Reboubt,  but  failed  to  hit  a  mound  from  which  the  27th 
Battalion  had  seen  smoke  issuing.  Next  day  18  of  our  planes  flew 
across  the  lines  and  brought  down  a  hostile  balloon.  Kemmel  was 
shelled.  After  dark  on  the  30th,  Corporal  Morrison  and  Lance- 
Corporal  Laing,  P.A.,  crept  over  to  within  30  yards  of  the  enemy’s 
wire,  but  found  no  signs  of  occupation  about  the  pile  of  rubbish  which 
the  infantry  suspected  had  been  used  as  a  hostile  listening  post.  It 
was,  however,  decided  the  thing  should  be  demolished.  With  the 
assistance  of  five  more  men  from  No.  4  Section,  accordingly,  300 
pounds  of  gun  cotton  were  packed  in  a  cavity  and  wires  run  back  to 
our  trenches.  At  9.30  p.m.  the  latter  were  cleared,  as  a  precaution 


Kemmel  Hill  from  Locrehof 


in  case  of  enemy  reprisals.  Owing  to  a  defective  detonator,  failure 
attended  first  attempts  to  blow  the  charge  by  means  of  an  exploder. 
A  runner  was  thereupon  dispatched  on  a  10  mile  trip  to  rear  billets  and 
back  for  instantaneous  fuze.  Hours  passed  before  this  was  received. 
It  then  had  to  be  uncoiled,  dragged  out  to  the  charge  and  connected 
to  an  ignition  detonator  and  primer  inserted  in  one  of  the  guncotton 
slabs.  Dawn,  in  consequence,  was  beginning  to  emphasize  the 
menacing  contour  of  Spanbroekmolen,  before  a  match  was  applied, 
and  the  offending  excrescence,  whatever  it  was,  effectually  removed. 

Last  night  was  quiet  and  moonless.  A  short  burst  of  rapid  fire 
marked  the  old  year’s  passing.  To-day  has  been  clear.  The  following 
is  a  summary  of  a  report  on  condition  of  trenches  sent  to  the  C.R.E. 
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Front  Line):  Parapets  in  the  Bull  Ring,  and  in  E-3  connecting 
it  to  the  main  system  are  in  bad  condition  and  drainage  is  blocked. 
E-2  and  F-2,  drainage  is  much  improved.  Parados  in  F-4  is  inade¬ 
quate.  Both  parapet  and  parados  in  F-5  are  very  bad.  Continuous 
hard  work  is  reflected  in  improved  conditions  in  the  G-l  salient, 
especially  as  regards  drainage.  A  new  C.T.  to  F-5  is  being  dug.  New 
support  trench  behind  G-2  is  under  construction.  G-3  is  fairly  good. 
Drainage  of  G-4A  is  frequently  blocked  by  material  falling  into  the 
ditch  which  carries  off  water  to  rear.  This  applies  also  to  H-1A  and 
H-l,  which  also  still  require  much  work  on  parapets. 

Support  Trenches  are  in  good  condition  for  the  most  part. 

Strong  Points  (Front):  S.P.  8  has  new  connection  to  Vigo  St. 
S.  P.  9  has  four  dugouts  which  should  be  reconstructed.  S.P.  10  is 
in  good  condition  except  wire.  S.P.  11  dugouts  are  being  rebuilt 
or  replaced  so  as  to  accommodate  200  men  of  the  company  in  reserve. 
All  of  the  above  require  more  wire. 

Strong  Points  (Rear):  Frenchman's  Farm;  no  work  has  yet 
been  done.  Haleybroek  Farm;  excavation  and  wiring  are  in  progress. 
Spy  Farm;  parapets  and  entanglements  are  nearly  complete.  Vroil- 
andhoek;  wiring  is  complete  and  trenchwork  nearly  so,  except  revet¬ 
ment,  below  parados,  and  some  fire  steps.  Farm  Parrain  is  com¬ 
plete  except  for  one  M.G.  emplacement,  some  fire  steps  and  a  gap 
in  the  second  line  of  wire. 

RESERVE  Line:  Fire  bays  to  accommodate  8  platoons  are  in 
process  of  completion  in  Vierstraat  switch,  but  little  has  yet  been  done 
in  the  second  G.H.Q.  line.  No  materials  are  available  for  revetment 
in  either. 

Communication  Trenches  :  Picadilly  has  been  re-dug  and  floored 
as  far  as  the  dead  ground  near  the  support  line.  It  is  in  constant 
use.  Vigo  St.  needs  additional  revetting.  Pall  Mall  is  revetted 
from  west  end  to  support  line.  Thence  to  front  line  new  breast  work 
screens  have  been  built.  A  new  trench  is  contemplated.  Via  Gellia 
has  been  re-dug  and  floored  from  S.P.  11  to  the  front  line,  and  half 
revetted.  From  S.  P.  11  to  La  Polka  is  also  half  revetted.  A  diver¬ 
sion  is  being  dug  from  Dead  Cow  Corner  to  Beaver  Hat.  Regent 
Street  is  in  bad  shape,  except  the  portion  between  Lindenhoek  and 
Spy  Farm,  which  is  being  revetted.  Travel  is  mostly  overland. 

Work  has  been  started  on  a  series  of  8  bomb-proof  dugouts  for 
front  line  M.G.  crews.  PTames  are  of  timber,  heavily  braced.  Steel 
sheets  covered  with  6  feet  of  sand  bags  and  a  brick  bursting  layer 
form  the  roof.  To  secure  4  foot  head-room  inside  and  keep  the  top 
below  the  front  parapet,  requires  construction  of  deep  covered  drains. 
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A  concrete  O.P.  built  for  the  32nd  Seige  Battery  (6"  hows.)  on  top  of 
Kemmel  Hill  has  been  completed. 

8th  January,  1916 

Lieutenant  R.  M.  Calvin  was  transferred  to  the  5th  Field  Com¬ 
pany  over  the  week-end. 

For  January,  sections  were  detailed  to  work  as  follows: 

No.  1 :  Left  Subsector  in  rear  of  S.P.  11. 

No.  2 :  Right  Subsector  in  front  line  area. 

No.  3 :  Left  Subsector  in  front  line  area. 

No.  4:  Right  Subsector  in  rear  of  Regent  St.  Dugouts. 

Headquarters  in  Vierstraat  Switch  and  2nd  G.H.Q.  line. 

Headquarters  Section  has  been  strengthened  by  withdrawing 
N.C.O’s.  and  men  from  the  other  four. 

A  cold  rain  fell  on  Sunday.  Our  heavies  fired  on  the  Hammerhead 
for  an  hour  at  noon.  A  battalion  relief  was  completed.  Work  was 
started  on  a  concrete  machine  gun  emplacement  in  F-4  located  to 
enfilade  No  Man’s  Land. 

Monday  was  fine  for  the  most  part.  Hostile  field  guns  strafed 
S.P.  10.  Five  reinforcements  arrived.  At  night  a  party  from  Brig¬ 
ade,  under  Headquarters  Section,  started  a  wire  entanglement  which 
is  to  stretch  between  strong  points  across  the  whole  area. 

Sir  Douglas  Haig  visited  Locre  on  Tuesday.  A  thick  fog  hung 
over  the  trenches.  When  it  lifted  the  Bosche  pitched  18  minenwerfer 
shells  into  the  Glory  Hole.  A  bombproof  dressing  station  was  started 
at  Lindenhoek.  The  O-Pip  on  Mont  Kemmel  wrhich  leaked  was  cov¬ 
ered  with  a  layer  of  neat  cement.  Both  front  line  battalions  stood 
to  all  night  in  anticipation  of  a  minor  operation  on  the  5th  Brigade 
front,  which  failed  to  materialize  for  the  second  time  in  three  days. 

The  5th  was  windless  and  mild.  Hostile  artillery  demolished  the 
partly  constructed  machine  gun  emplacement  near  the  head  of  Pall 
Mall  and  blew  in  30  yards  of  F-5.  The  29th  Battalion  tried  out  a 
Klaxon  horn  gas  alarm  in  the  Bull  Ring.  Lieutenants  Page  and 
Mercier  were  taken  on  strength  as  supernumerary  officers.  The  former 
was  arrested  as  a  spy  on  Kemmel  Hill. 

An  enemy  relief  was  reported  to  have  taken  place  opposite  our 
front  on  the  6th.  The  day  was  misty.  Lieutenant  Page  was  again 
arrested  as  a  spy — this  time  while  looking  over  the  parapet  in  G-4. 
He  was  kept  in  a  front  line  dugout  under  guard  until  identified. 

Yesterday  was  alternately  fine  and  wet.  The  enemy  blew  in  a 
section  of  the  right  battalion’s  parapet  and  buried  four  of  the  29th 
Battalion.  They  were  dug  out  at  great  risk,  only  one  being  wounded. 
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The  newly  formed  7th  Canadian  Brigade  took  over  from  the  1st,  on 
our  right.  A  dugout  for  signallers  at  brigade  battle  headquarters 
was  finished. 

Today  operation  of  the  Parrain  Farm — S.  P.  11.  railway  was 
started.  Rolling  stock  consists  of  one  push  truck  and  motive  power 
is  supplied  by  the  muscidar  energies  of  two  sappers.  At  that,  it  is  an 
immense  improvement  over  the  carrying  party  method  of  transporta¬ 
tion.  A  new  type  of  trench  mortar  was  supplied  to  Brigade.  It 
consists,  essentially,  of  a  2-inch  pipe  with  a  firing  device  at  the  base. 
The  projectile  is  a  60-pound  spherical  bomb  attached  to  a  rod  of 

slightly  less  calibre  than  the  mor¬ 
tar.  One  weapon  of  this  type  be¬ 
sides  one  of  the  old  4-pound  toy 
cannon  variety  is  allotted  to  each 
battalion  frontage.  The  27th  and 
31st  take  over  to-night. 

15th  January,  1916 

A  full  moon  on  Saturday  night 
was  followed  by  two  fine  days. 
Machine  gunners  near  left  battle 
headquarters,  with  their  colts  ele¬ 
vated  45°,  practised  indirect  fire  on 
Wytschaete;  results  being  observed 
by  a  plane  that  shuttled  back  and 
forth  in  the  still  air.  This  form  of 
frightfulness  is  quite  all  right  when 
its  objective  is  far  enough  back 
in  the  enemy’s  hinterland.  1  he 
infantry,  however,  strenuously 
object  to  plunging  fire,  which  they 
say,  some  of  their  brethren  are 
accustomed  to  distribute  with  rigid  impartiality,  between  our  own  and 
the  German  front  line.  Our  new  trench  mortar  lobbed  a  few  “plum 
puddings”  into  the  Black  Redoubt.  they  burst  with  a  magnificent 
crash,  but  elicited  no  response.  25  men  started  digging  at  h  renchman  s 
Farm.  Sappers  White,  McL.,  and  Young,  A.  C.,  were  granted  com¬ 
missions  in  the  3rd  Canadian  Tunnelling  Company. 

Artilleries  were  active  on  Tuesday  in  spite  of  a  cold  rain.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Dewar  next  morning  started  constructing  a  machine  gun  em¬ 
placement  of  original  design  in  G-3.  It  is  formed  of  two  quadrants 
of  elephant  iron  and  a  covering  of  sandbags  filled  with  cement  and 
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aggregate; showers  during  the  afternoon  supplied  the  3rd  ingredient. 
Lieutenant  Mereier  was  detached  from  the  Company  for  duty  with 
the  C.R.E.  All  6th  Brigade  rolling  stock  operating  on  the  V.C. 
Road  tramway  was  transferred  to  Suicide  Road.  Sniping,  not  all 
onesided  now,  was  active  on  Thursday.  Our  sharpshooters  off  Picca¬ 
dilly,  using  a  dummy  at  low  places  in  the  E-3  parapet  to  draw  fire  and 
expose  enemy  loopholes,  have  made  the  sport  less  popular  on  the  other 
side.  A  high  wind  from  the  north-west  brought  more  rain.  The 
weather  since,  however,  has  been  fair  and  cold. 

Sergeant  Acton,  yesterday,  left  for  a  first  line  transport  course  at 
Abbeville.  Before  coming  out,  after  its  usual  six-day  period  of  sentry 
go,  the  27th  Battalion  had  ten  casualties  by  the  premature  explosion 
of  a  60-pound  trench  mortar  bomb,  which  also  killed  two  of  the  gun 
crew  and  wounded  the  remainder.  At  dusk,  a  detachment  from  the 
Company  taped  out  a  line,  under  the  hedges  south  of  Farm  Parrain, 
for  the  first  700  yard  section  of  a  system  of  buried  cables.  Interment 
to  a  depth  of  5  feet  was  later  carried  out,  under  its  supervision,  by 
500  men  of  the  24th  Battalion  brought  up,  after  dark,  in  lorries. 
Work  was  finished  and  the  trench  backfilled  an  hour  before  dawn; 
all  traces  of  ground  disturbance  being  concealed  by  a  covering  of  dead 
grass.  To-day,  work  was  commenced  on  a  machine  gun  emplace¬ 
ment  south-east  of  right  battalion  headquarters.  The  Canadian 
Cavalry  Brigade  has  been  detailed  to  work  on  2nd  G.H.Q.  line  trenches. 
To-night,  the  27th  Battalion  is  coming  back  from  Locre  to  bury  more 
cable. 

Comparatively  fine  weather  this  week  has  been  reflected,  to  a 
wonderful  extent,  in  improved  trench  conditions.  Two  men  are  just 
off  to  England,  via  Bailleul,  armed  with  the  first  warrants  good  for 
7  days  leave  issued  to  the  Company.  The  craze  for  collecting  souven¬ 
irs  has  spread  to  the  drivers.  Sergeant  Acton  discovered  one  of  his 
satellites  dissecting  a  dud  shell  on  the  blacksmith’s  anvil  with  chisel, 
punch  and  hammer. 

The  last  of  our  ill-fated  expeditionary  force  to  Gallipoli  was  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  peninsula  on  the  8th. 

22nd  January,  1916 

On  Sunday  a  force  of  25  men  was  detailed  to  construct  a  new  right 
battalion  battle  headquarters  at  Newport  dugouts.  Next  day  ex¬ 
cavation  was  started  in  the  ditch  behind  Vroilandhoek  for  a  row  of 
covered  elephant  shelters  which  will  serve  the  left  battalion  in  like 
capacity.  Monoplanes  of  almost  identical  contour  but,  from  their 
markings,  mutually  antagonistic,  fought  an  inconclusive  duel  in  the 
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air.  At  night  500  men  of  the  19th  Battalion  buried  another  section 
of  armoured  cable. 

German  projectiles  fashioned  like  sections  of  giant  sausage  are  a 
common  form  of  annoyance.  Hitherto  details  of  their  construction 
have  remained  as  much  a  mystery  as  the  mechanism  that  gives  them 
momentum  continues  to  be.  Ordinarily  their  approach,  as  they  rise 
in  a  high  arc  and  come  tumbling  end  over  end  towards  one,  leaving 
behind  a  trail  of  sparks,  is  easily  marked.  During  a  thick  fog  on 
Tuesday  one  landed,  without  warning,  in  a  trench  alongside  a  private 
of  the  28th  Battalion.  Instead  of  dashing  for  cover  he  coolly  picked 
the  thing  up  and  rendered  it  innocuous  by  withdrawing  its  fuze. 
Turned  over  to  the  Company,  it  was  found  to  be  not  unlike  our  smoke 
bombs  but  full  of  some  unfamiliar  explosive,  white,  compact  and  very 
hard.  A  bridge  to  carry  the  tramway  was  erected  at  Beaver  Hat. 

Weather  remained  dull,  but,  for  midwinter,  extraordinarily 
mild.  On  Wednesday  yellow  dandelions  made  their  appearance  in  a 
field  behind  Dranoutre  and  all  these  dreary  Flemish  acres  took  on  a 
less  sombre  aspect  under  a  burst  of  weak  but  welcome  sunshine. 
French  Canadians  from  the  Vingt-deux  forgathered  au  clair  de  lune, 
pour  enterrer,  a  son  tour,  le  fil  b'inde. 

The  9.2  howitzer  on  Mont  Kemmel  has  always  had  a  certain 
fascination  for  members  of  the  Company  who  daily  pass  by  its  shady 
retreat.  They  now  have  a  legitimate  excuse  for  their  interest.  The 
other  day  its  tutelary  guardian  appealed  to  Major  Malcolm  to  design 
a  three  position  platform  which  will  increase  its  angular  range  from 
the  50°  limit  of  its  geared  traversing  arc  to  150°.  A  reinforced  con¬ 
crete  slab  was  decided  on  and  the  work  of  constructing  it  put  in  hand. 
Between  2.30  and  4  p.m.,  on  Thursday  the  big  piece  of  ordnance, 
together  with  all  our  other  heavies,  was  turned  on  the  enemy’s  pos¬ 
ition  in  the  vicinity  of  Peckham.  Due  possibly  to  some  unforseen 
change  in  arrangements  an  officer,  who  had  never  been  in  these 
trenches  before,  was  sent  up  at  the  last  minute  to  observe.  By  chance 
he  met  one  of  our  subalterns  who  was  able  to  find  him  a  suitable 
observation  post  and  to  spot  the  bursts.  Of  20  shots  fired,  nine  were 
blind  and  only  one  could,  by  the  united  efforts  of  both  services,  be 
manoeuvred  on  to  what  an  aeroplane  photograph  indicated  as  the 
target.  Divisional  Intelligence  pronounced  the  shoot  a  success. 

On  Friday  Lance-corporal  Laing,  P.A.,  before  the  war  division 
engineer  in  charge  of  some  40  miles  of  the  Transcontinental  Railway 
at  Missinabie,  proceeded  to  Second  Army  Headquarters  as  draughts¬ 
man.  The  1st  Army  Troops  Company  under  Captain  K.  Stuart  was 
attached  to  the  Company  for  instruction.  By  the  light  of  a  particu- 
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larly  bright  full  moon  the  27th  and  31st  Battalions  relieved  the  29th 
and  28th.  Fog  shrouded  the  trenches  yesterday  and  again  this  morn¬ 
ing.  It  lifted  suddenly  at  11  a.m.,  at  which  hour  the  enemy  began 
pitching  shells  all  over  the  lot.  Captain  Ellis  went  on  leave.  I  o- 
night  the  28th  Battalion  is  extending  the  buried  cable  back  as  far  as 
Newport  dugouts.  Machine  guns  are  exceptionally  active.  The 
London  Gazette  this  week  announced  award  of  the  Military  Cross  to 
Lieutenant  E-  A.  Baker. 

29th  January,  1916 

The  last  revetting  panel  was  placed  in  Via  Gellia  a  week  ago,  the 
whole  6,700  feet  of  trench  from  Doctor’s  House  to  the  front  line  being 
then  complete.  On  Sunday  screw  stakes,  the  only  kind  that  can  be 
placed  noiselessly,  were  removed  from  the  wire  in  front  of  Spy  Farm 
and  sent  up  for  use  in  No  Man’s  Land.  An  exchange  of  heavy  ar¬ 
tillery  marked  the  day’s  hostilities.  The  18th  Battalion  buried  more 
cable. 

Aircraft  were  out  in  force  on  Monday.  Several  of  ours  sneaked 
across  the  lines,  just  clear  of  the  hedge  tops  and  drew  much  angry 
but  futile  machine  gun  fire.  The  enemy  searched  our  overland 
routes  with  shrapnel. 

Snipers  were  active  on  Tuesday.  Work  on  Haleybroek  and  Spy 
Farm  Redoubts  was  finished.  Corporal  Miller  continued  devising 
improvements  to  that  at  Vroilandhoek.  Section  2  thickened  the 
parapets  of  Piccadilly. 

After  three  fine  days,  fog  put  a  temporary  stop  to  frightfulness 
on  Wednesday  except  for  an  hour  or  two  about  mid-day  when  planes 
were  up  and  our  Toe  Emma  behind  E-l  tossed  a  dozen  plum  puddings 
into  the  enemy’s  wire.  Resting  battalions  relieved  those  in  front. 
Section  2  had  a  party  sandpapering  the  right  trenches  in  preparation 
for  a  visit  from  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Next  day  H.R.H.  made  a  brief 
inspection,  going  in  through  Piccadilly  and  back  via  Pall  Mall.  In 
the  afternoon  from  the  top  of  Kemmel  Hill,  he  watched  heavies  shift 
some  scenery  in  the  vicinity  of  Wytschaete  and  Messines.  In  retalia¬ 
tion,  the  enemy  cut  the  Lindenhoek  tramline  in  four  places.  The  day 
was  cool  and  cloudy.  While  wiring  near  Farm  Parrain,  Sapper 
Blackwood  was  shot  in  the  thigh.  The  1st  Army  Troops  Company 
pulled  out.  Sixty  men  from  the  1st  Entrenching  Battalion  were  sent 
back  for  work  on  reserve  lines.  A  large  white  screen  was  erected 
in  the  open  behind  F-4  to  draw  the  enemy’s  fire.  He  fell  for  the  trick 
and  pumped  over  several  hundred  shells  in  an  attempt  to  knock  it 
down.  At  night,  someone  chalked  on  the  surface  a  ribald  greeting 
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to  the  Kaiser,  whose  birthday  it  was.  4  his  gave  the  show  away,  and 
thereafter  the  thing  was  let  severely  alone. 

Sappers,  yesterday,  commenced  laying  6  inch  wrought  iron 
flanged  water  pipe  from  the  new  dam  above  Kemmel.  There  was 
more  dense  fog,  which  overnight  turned  to  cold  rain.  The  31st 
cable  party  had  2  men  wounded.  To-day  the  O.C.  went  on  leave. 
The  1st  Brigade  came  in  again  on  our  right  relieving  the  7th.  A 
gas  alert  warning,  sent  out  about  5  p.m.,  is  causing  uneasiness,  as  500 
men  of  the  21st  are  extending  the  buried  cable  up  near  the  front  line. 
The  Brigade  Major  has  just  come  in  with  a  requisition  for  some  rope 
dip  nets,  each  large  enough  to  hold  a  man. 

5th  February,  1916 

Last  Sunday  afternoon,  during  a  visit  from  the  G.O.C.  and  the 
Hon.  A.  Bonar  Law  to  Loere,  gas  alert  warning  again  came  through. 
At  night  the  28th  and  29th  Battalions  raided  the  enemy’s  trenches. 
Weather  was  ideal  for  the  enterprise.  There  was  no  moon  and  light 
from  flares  failed  to  penetrate  a  thick  mist  that  cloaked  the  ground. 
Shortly  before  midnight,  scouts  left  our  trenches  in  E-2  and  G-3  to 
cut  paths  through  our  opponent’s  wire.  About  2  a.m.,  they  signalled 
all  clear.  The  raid  was  timed  for  2.45.  At  that  hour  thirty  men 
from  each  battalion  entered  the  German  lines:  the  Vancouver  de¬ 
tachment,  under  Lieutenants  Wilmot,  Gwynne  and  O’Brien,  due 
north  of  the  Bull  Ring,  and  the  28th  party  under  Captains  MacIntyre 
and  K.  Taylor,  at  the  salient  between  Peckham  and  Maedelstede. 
Dugouts  and  machine  gun  emplacements  were  bombed,  some  fifty 
or  more  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  six  prisoners  were  captured. 
Those  taken  by  the  28th  were  from  the  64th  Infantry,  but  all  died 
before  reaching  our  trenches.  The  29th  managed  to  bring  back  a 
wounded  unteroffizier  belonging  to  the  same  regiment  and  two  privates 
of  the  157th.  Its  casualties  consisted  of  Lieutenant  Wilmot  and  two 
O.R.  wounded.  Of  the  28th  Corporal  Conlin,  one  of  the  wire  cutting 
patrol  who  joined  the  attackers,  was  killed,  while  the  wounded  in¬ 
cluded  Captain  Taylor  and  seven  other  ranks,  two  of  whom  have  since 
died.  Ten  minutes  after  the  enemy’s  S.O.S.  went  up  both  parties 
were  back  in  their  own  lines.  Trench  mortars,  rifle  grenades  and  field 
guns  covered  the  retirement.  Enemy  retaliation  was  weak  until  the 
following  afternoon,  when  the  whole  forward  area,  particularly  about 
Strong  Points  10  and  11,  came  in  for  a  violent  bombardment  with  eight 
inch  stuff.  It  eased  off  after  two  and  one-quarter  hours  and  ceased 
entirely  before  the  25th  Battalion  cable  party  came  up  by  lorry  from 
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La  Clytte.  Sections,  after  dark,  repaired  damage  to  trenches  in¬ 
cluding  a  break  in  E-2  parapet. 

The  1st  of  February  was  fine  with  a  south-east  wind.  The  28th 
and  29th  Battalions  came  down  from  the  line  with  chests  out  and  chins 
up.  Numbers  1  and  4  Sections  relieved  the  other  two  in  the  front 
half  sectors,  on  the  left  and  right  respectively.  The  enemy,  who  had 
repaired  his  wire  overnight,  threw  sausages  into  F-4  and  F-5. 

The  2nd  was  bitterly  cold.  A  raw  mist  lifted  at  11  a.m.,  when 
our  12  inch  how.  like  some  perhistoric  monster,  elevated  its  muzzle 
through  the  roof  of  a  dummy  hut  on  the  Brulooze-Dranoutre  Road 
in  which  it  is  housed,  and  belched  three  rounds  into  space,  tagged  for 
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Messines.  Section  2  started  digging  a  new  trench  to  replace  the  por¬ 
tion  of  Regent  Street  that  has  been  out  of  commission  for  some  time. 

Gas  alert  before  dawn  on  the  3rd  was  cancelled,  as  the  wind  con¬ 
tinued  to  rise  until  it  was  blowing  half  a  gale.  Yesterday  it  swung 
around  to  the  west  and  became  charged  with  rain.  Between  dusk  and 
dawn  500  men  from  the  20th  Battalion  assisted  at  obsequies  which 
made  complete  the  Brigade’s  new  system  of  underground  communica¬ 
tion. 

Exceptional  lucidity  in  the  atmosphere  to-day  appeared  to  lend  it 
properties  of  magnification.  For  an  hour  this  afternoon,  our  artillery 
concentrated  on  Peckham  and  The  Black  Redoubt.  Lieutenant 
Weatherbe  went  on  leave.  Ten  sappers,  to-night,  with  two  hundred 
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infantry  are  putting  out  a  line  of  barbed  wire  between  S.P.  8  and  the 
right  divisional  boundary.  Number  2  Kite  Balloon  Section,  assisted 
by  a  quartette  from  the  Company,  is  giving  a  concert  at  its  billets. 
On  the  last  day  of  January,  five  Zepps.  raided  the  Midlands  in  England 
killing  67  and  wounding  117  persons. 

12th  February,  1916 

The  7th  brigade  started  relieving  the  6th  on  Sunday.  In  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  the  enemy,  who  has  appeared  nervous  since  the  raid  last  week, 
suddenly  started  a  barrage  on  our  front  and  support  lines.  Our  ar¬ 
tillery  replied  with  all  calibres  and  he  shut  up.  It  rained  at  night 
when  the  Royal  Canadian  Regiment  and  Princess  Patricia’s  Canadian 
Light  Infantry  marched  up  to  take  over  the  right  and  left  sectors. 
Next  day  General  Ketchen  handed  over  Brigade  headquarters  to 
General  A.  C.  Macdonnell.  The  42nd  and  49th  Battalions  moved  into 
brigade  and  divisional  reserve. 

During  intervals  between  showers  on  the  8th,  fast  enemy  planes 
came  over.  One  gave  chase  to  an  old  machine  of  ours  north  of  Kem- 
mel.  Ten  of  our  bombers  were  said  to  have  raided  Comines.  There 
was  a  sudden  flare-up  on  our  right,  at  night,  due  to  an  encounter  in 
No  Man’s  Land  between  strong  German  and  1st  Division  patrols. 
Captain  George  Richardson  of  Kingston,  well  known  to  many  of  the 
Company,  was  killed. 

The  9th  was  fine.  The  enemy  searched  Suicide  Road  with  shrap¬ 
nel.  A  patrol  from  the  R.C.R.  found  a  small  flag  with  a  message 
tied  to  it,  near  the  German  wire  in  front  of  the  Black  Redoubt.  The 
writer  threatened  to  make  “Irish  Stew”  from  his  opponents’  bodies 
unless  our  big  “Bum  Bums”  stop  their  shelling. 

Except  for  some  rifle  grenades  on  G-2  and  a  few  shells  dropped 
into  Kemmel  Shelters  at  dusk,  the  10th  was  quiet.  Infantry  work 
parties  from  the  new  brigade  were  supplied  for  the  first  time.  The 
P.P.C.L.I.  object  to  turning  over  their  men  for  work  to  anyone 
below  commissioned  rank. 

Yesterday,  in  exchange  for  sausages  in  the  Bull  Ring,  we  dropped 
plum  puddings  into  the  Skunk  Hole  opposite  E-3.  The  tramway 
from  S.  P.  11  was  extended  to  Suicide  Road  brewery.  Frenchman’s 
and  Spy  Farms  were  shelled.  Rain  mixed  with  wet  snow  fell  as 
reserve  battalions  moved  up  to  take  over  the  line,  the  42nd  on  the  right. 

Shortly  before  three  this  morning,  when  Sergeant  Major  Rashley 
pulled  out  for  the  leave  train  in  Bailleul  a  bombardment  broke  out 
miles  to  the  north.  It  was  renewed  this  afternoon.  The  enemy,  it 
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appears,  had  attempted  to  cross  the  canal  southeast  of  Boesinghe, 
where  French  and  British  forces  join. 

He  captured  a  trench  during  relief  of  the  14th  by  the  20th  Divis¬ 
ion  but  has  since  been  ejected.  In  spite  of  cold  rain,  snipers  have  been 
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active.  To-night  the  northern  horizon  is  aglow  once  more  with  the 
flash  of  guns.  Conscription  has  come  into  effect  in  England. 

19th  February,  1916 

Divine  Service  was  held  by  Major  Wood  of  the  Seventh  Brigade 
on  the  13th.  The  day  was  showery.  Guns  were  silent  on  this  front, 
but  away  on  our  left,  kept  up  a  steady  bellowing  which  rose  to  a  great 
pitch  of  intensity  about  3  p.m.  At  that  hour,  it  has  since  been  reported 
the  enemy  blew  several  mines  and  attacked  on  each  side  of  the  Ypres 
Salient.  He  made  a  little  headway  against  the  24th  Division  at 
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Hooge,  but  broke  through  650  yards  of  the  17th  Division’s  front,  north 
of  the  Ypres-Comines  canal  and  captured  the  Bluff.  Air  craft  were 
active.  One  discharged  a  double  flare  over  the  minehead  in  G-2. 
Several  others  crossed  our  lines  about  dusk.  Three  bombs  were 
dropped  in  the  direction  of  Bailleul.  After  dark  one-hundred  and 
fifteen  men  constructed  manhole  boxes  for  buried  cable.  Haley- 
broek  Redoubt  was  garrisoned  by  Borden’s  Battery  and  Vierstraat 
Switch  by  a  platoon  from  brigade  reserve. 

Rain,  occasionally  turning  to  snow,  continued  on  and  off  for  the 
next  two  days.  Wiring  of  S.  Ps.  8  and  9  was  put  in  hand.  At  five 
a.m.,  on  the  15th,  a  hostile  patrol  attempted  to  raid  the  Bull  Ring, 
but  was  driven  off  by  the  garrison  after  an  exchange  of  bombs.  The 
enemy  registered  on  a  new  front  line  trench  which  is  being  dug  by 
Section  1  to  join  up  with  the  5th  Brigade.  At  night,  after  a  counter 
attack  on  the  Bluff  had  failed,  all  our  heavies  were  turned  on  the 
captured  position.  Next  day  a  5.9  shell  hit  the  reinforced  concrete 
O-Pip  on  Kemmel  Hill  without  seriously  damaging  it,  though  the 
whole  structure  settled  three  inches  under  the  impact.  The  6th 
Brigade  took  over  a  battalion  frontage  from  the  3rd  British  Division 
south  of  St.  Eloi.  A  strong  wind  started  to  dry  up  roads  and  trenches. 

While  reconnoitring  in  front  of  the  Bull  Ring  on  the  17th, 
the  Brigadier,  General  Macdonnell  was  hit  by  a  bullet  and  wounded 
in  the  arm  and  shoulder.  Curiously  enough,  General  R.  G.  Leckie, 
commanding  the  3rd  Brigade,  became  a  casualty  about  the  same  time. 
Since  the  6th  pulled  out,  snipers  have  resumed  their  old  aggressiveness. 
Before  the  P.P.C.E.I.  were  relieved  this  trip,  they  had  several  peris¬ 
copes  broken  and  lost  one  man,  shot  through  the  head. 

Both  yesterday  and  to-day,  which  have  been  wet,  the  enemy 
shelled  Piccadilly  and  Pall  Mall.  Heavy  firing  was  noticed  again  this 
morning  a  long  way  to  the  north.  Scouts  found  a  telephone  line 
attached  to  our  wire.  They  cut  it  off  and  connected  on  an  extension 
into  the  signallers  dugout.  A  rifle  grenade  fired  into  the  F  trenches 
killed  four  Montreal  Highlanders. 

26th  February,  1916 

The  20th  was  clear  and  bright.  Lieutenant  Page  with  twenty- 
one  non-coms,  and  sappers  reported  to  the  4th  hield  Company  at 
Dickebusch  to  assist  in  wiring  a  new  support  trench  between  the 
“P.  and  0.”and  Convent  Lane.  Our  antiaircraft  batteries  festooned 
the  sky  with  evanescent  balls  of  smoke.  T  heir  efforts  failed  to  turn 
back  hostile  planes  which  came  over  and  dropped  bombs.  One  fell 
near  Number  2  Kite  Balloon,  which  took  the  hint  and  came  to  earth. 
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A  second  burst  among  a  group  of  the  22nd  Battalion  killing  six.  Light 
wind  from  the  east  brought  a  gas  alarm  warning  at  noon.  Later  it 
distracted  the  attention  of  worshippers  at  an  evening  service  in  rear 
billets  with  the  insistent  clatter  of  machine  gun  fire.  After  dark, 
enemy  transport  on  the  Kemmel-Wytschaete  Road  was  distinctly 
audible  from  our  front  line.  In  week-end  fighting  on  the  20th  Div¬ 
ision  front,  the  German  official  claims,  a  dozen  prisoners  were 
captured. 

The  21st  was  dull.  Hostile  observers  turned  a  searchlight  on  our 
wiring  party  opposite  St.  Eloi.  Lieutenant  R.  M.  Calvin  in  charge 
of  a  detachment  from  the  5th  Field  Company  was  hit  in  the  shoulder 
by  a  bullet,  and  evacuated  to  Bailleul. 

A  concrete  machine  gun  emplacement  in  F-2  was  finished  on  the 
22nd.  Gas  alert  was  sounded  on  the  25th  Battalion  front.  Snow 
fell  during  the  afternoon  and  continued  next  day  when  the  ground  was 
completely  covered.  In  reply  to  a  few  eighteen  pounder  volleys,  the 
enemy  threw  twenty-pound  sausages  into  G-2.  Snow  made  registra¬ 
tion  easy  as  each  burst  left  a  well  defined  mark.  On  our  own  front 
the  “Regulars”  and  Patricias  came  back  into  the  line.  Lieutenant 
W.  E.  Bull  of  the  4th  Field  Company  wiring  party  at  St.  Eloi, 
became  a  casualty.  For  the  third  time  in  twelve  days  a  Zeppelin 
was  reported  to  have  passed  over  our  lines.  Caterpillar  tractors, 
which  are  parked  in  a  field  adjoining  Company  billets,  were  away  all 
night  hauling  a  fifteen-inch  howitzer  into  Dickebuseh.  Next  morn¬ 
ing  two  heavy  trucks  arrived,  each  loaded  with  eleven,  five  foot  long 
fourteen  hundred  pound  shells.  Sapper  McQuay  of  Number  1 
Section  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the  abdomen  by  a  bullet,  while 
wiring  at  St.  Eloi.  He  was  removed  to  Bailleul  for  an  operation.  In 
the  same  hospital  is  a  young  R.F.C.  officer  who  made  a  safe  landing 
after  being  hit  by  shrapnel  while  flying  at  six  thousand  feet.  Poss¬ 
ibly  fire  from  our  own  archies  is  not  always  as  innocuous  as  it  appears. 
Lieutenant  Dewar  and  seven  O.R.  went  on  leave. 

Weather  remained  cold  and  the  ground  white  yesterday.  The 
fifteen  inch  howitzer  fired  a  round  for  registration  and  broke  all  the 
neighbouring  windows.  No  lorries  were  available  for  R.E.  material, 
all  being  employed  bringing  up  ammunition.  Three  thousand  rounds 
came  in  for  the  eight-inch  howitzers  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  extra 
rounds  were  sent  up  at  night  for  each  field  gun. 

To-day  the  snow  melted.  Sappers  started  wiring  S.P.  10.  The 
Sergeant  Major’s  ferret  killed  four  rats  in  Number  2  Section’s  hut. 
Enemy  aircraft  dropped  five  bombs,  three  in  the  field  north  of  Com¬ 
pany  billets. 
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Ever  since  Monday  morning  when  the  Germans  attacked  our 
Allies  position  in  front  of  Verdun  with  unprecedented  fury,  they  have 
been  closing  in  on  the  town.  Yesterday  they  claimed  to  have  cap¬ 
tured  Fort  Douaumont. 

4th  March,  1916 

Sapper  McQuay  died  of  wounds  early  Saturday  morning  and 
was  buried  in  Eocre  Churchyard  at  10  a.m.,  on  Sunday.  The  27th’s 
band  fell  in  ahead  of  the  funeral  parade  as  it  left  our  rear  billets. 

Snow  started  to  fall  but 
turned  to  rain.  Eater  a  plane 
came  over  and  dropped  a 
bomb  on  the  village.  Section 
1  built  a  double  block  in 
Via  Gellia  between  front  and 
support  trenches.  Notifica¬ 
tion  was  received  that  Sap¬ 
per  Baker  M.  had  been  ga¬ 
zetted  Eieutenant  in  the  R.E. 
on  20:2:16. 

More  icy  rain  and  sleet 
fell  on  the  28th  During  a 
clear  interval  hostile  aircraft 
dropped  bombs  in  Dranoutre. 
Gunners  undertook  to  relieve 
the  P.B.I.  of  their  troubles 
from  hostile  minenwerfer 
Their  methods  were  quite 
simple.  They  began  by  toss¬ 
ing  a  few  shells  into  Peckham, 
always  a  tender  spot.  The 
enemy  replied  by  promptly 
knocking  a  hole  in  G-l  para¬ 
pet  and  thereby  disclosed  the  location  of  his  trench  mortar  emplace¬ 
ment.  A  concentration  from  our  heavies  on  this,  as  target,  finished 
the  business.  Prior  to  coming  out,  R.C.R.  scouts,  bombed  a  hostile 
fixed  rifle  battery.  At  three  next  morning  an  enemy  patrol  raided 
one  of  our  listening  posts  and  killed  the  sentry  with  a  knobkerry. 
Before  the  party  could  get  away,  the  garrison  of  E-l  went  out  and 
bagged  three  of  the  lot,  two  being  killed  and  the  other  made 
prisoner.  In  retaliation  for  hostile  fixed  rifle  fire,  Section  1  erected  a 
five  gun  battery  of  our  own  in  H-la  support  which  enfilades  approaches 
to  Peckham. 
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The  extra  day  in  February  was  fine  and  mild.  A  German  plane 
was  shot  down  by  one  of  ours  between  Bailleul  and  Meteren.  The 
31st  Battalion  came  into  the  line  on  the  left  of  the  49th  and  the  Corps 
front,  thence  to  Piccadilly  Farm,  was  adjusted  between  the  4th  and 
5th  Brigades.  The  Company  at  the  same  time  extended  its  operations 
to  include  the  J.  and  K.  trenches.  The  wooded  and  strongly  fortified 
salient,  known  as  Petit  Bois,  approaches  to  within  fifty  yards  of  our 
lines  at  J-3.  Here  South  African  tunnellers  are  understood  to  be  un¬ 
dermining  the  enemy’s  position  with  a  deep  level  gallery  similar  to 
that  behind  the  junction  of  G-2  and  G-3.  One  of  the  Company’s 
officers  went  down  the  latter  the  other  day.  He  reports  that  it  now 
extends  half  way  across  No  Man’s  Land  in  the  direction  of  Peckham. 
Material  excavated  is  a  stiff  blue  clay  which  underlies  water  bearing 
quicksand  at  a  depth  of  about  one-hundred  feet.  Lateral  pressure 
is  so  great  that  the  five-inch  diameter  pit  props,  four  feet  high,  which 
support  cross  beams  and  lagging,  frequently  break,  though  they  are 
spaced  only  a  few  feet  apart.  To  withhold  from  the  enemy  evidence 
of  what  is  going  on,  strict  orders  are  in  force  that  sandbags  filled  with 
spoil  from  the  mine,  must  not  be  used  in  work  that  is  visible  from  his 
lines,  as  their  colour  is  unmistakable.  Sappers  at  present  are  using 
them  to  cover  an  elephant  iron  aid  post  in  course  of  erection  near  the 
shaft. 

About  midnight  49th  Battalion  scouts  heard  a  dog  bark  behind 
the  Hammerhead.  With  construction  of  a  few  extra  junction  boxes 
the  system  of  buried  cable  in  this  area  was  put  in  operation. 

Work  in  progress  at  the  month  end  included  laying  water-main, 
and  erection  of  Newport  and  Vroilandhoek  dugouts  for  battle  head¬ 
quarters.  Colonel  Buller  of  the  P.P.C.L.I.  considers  these  too  far 
back.  “If  my  battalion  is  attacked,”  he  told  one  of  the  Company, 
“I  want  to  be  with  it  in  the  front  line.” 

On  the  1st  of  March,  Spring  made  a  gesture  as  if  to  come  on  the 
stage  minus  her  make-up.  Lieutenant  Page  returned  from  Dicke- 
buseh  with  his  wiring  party  and  resumed  work  on  Kemmel  defences. 
Buildings  along  the  street  heading  towards  Dranoutre  have  been  put 
in  a  state  of  defence  and  a  detachment  is  now  fortifying  the  school. 
For  chasing  out  from  under  the  drivers’  hut  and  killing  thirty  rats, 
the  Company’s  ferret  “Sapper”  was  awarded  the  V.C.  an  abbrevia¬ 
tion,  possibly,  for  vampire  championship.  The  52nd  Battalion  with 
about  a  third  of  its  effective  strength,  moved  into  Locrehof  Farm 
alongside  the  Company.  Remainder  proceeded  to  the  trenches  for 
instruction.  The  Bluff  was  subjected  to  an  intense  bombardment 
at  dusk,  and  thereafter,  to  salvos  every  three  minutes  all  through 
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the  night.  The  4th  brigade  stood  to.  Our  artillery,  as  a  blind, 
fired  opposite  the  1st  Division  front.  At  4.30  next  morning  the  3rd 
British  Division  attacked  and  recaptured  all  ground  lost  on  the  13th, 
including  International  and  New  Year’s  trenches.  In  addition,  a 
small  salient  protruding  from  the  original  German  front  line,  was  in¬ 
corporated  into  our  own.  Prisoners  numbered  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty.  Counter  attacks  during  the  day  were  repulsed. 

Yesterday  was  wet.  Sections  2  and  3  took  over  work  in  the 
right  and  centre  battalion  front  line  trenches.  Snow  fell  to-day. 
Section  2  with  thirty  men  dug  a  support  trench  behind  F-4  and  E-5. 
Section  4  wired  between  S.P’s  10  and  11.  Section  1  improved 
Vierstraat  Switch. 

Regulations  regarding  Field  Punishment  No.  1  are  republished 
in  orders.  Troops  are  reminded  that  this  consists  in  keeping  a  con¬ 
victed  prisoner  tied  to  a  fixed  object  in  view  of  his  comrades  for  two 
hours  daily,  every  three  consecutive  days  out  of  four  until  twenty-one 
have  elapsed;  deduction  of  pay;  confinement  to  guard-room  between 
6  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  imposition  of  as  many  fatigues  as  possible;  reduc¬ 
tion  of  rations  to  tea,  biscuits  and  bully-beef,  and  forced  abstention 
from  the  use  of  tobacco  and  rum ;  all  for  the  same  period. 

11th  March,  1916 

Sapper  Munro  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  by  shrapnel  near 
Farm  Parrain  on  Sunday.  The  weather  was  vile;  sleet  alternating 
with  snow  and  rain.  A  hostile  searchlight  operated  on  our  left  at 
night.  On  Monday  the  enemy  strafed  J-4,  K-l,  S.P.  13  and  Rossig- 
nol.  Trench  Snipers  were  active  on  our  right.  Sapper  Macdonnell, 
P.  M.,  was  wounded  in  the  arm.  Sapper  Goodwin  returned  from  the 
Divisional  Trench  Warfare  School. 

The  day  was  cold  with  flurries  of  snow.  Listeners  next  day  re¬ 
ported  sounds  of  enemy  mining  outside  the  J  trenches.  Two  carrier 
pigeons  flew  west  over  our  lines.  One  lit  in  a  tree  near  Kemmel 
Chateau  and  gave  some  staff  officers  a  chance  to  display  their  bad 
marksmanship. 

More  snow  fell  during  the  afternoon  and  continued  through  the 
night.  Roads  in  rear  were  filled  with  troops  of  the  6th  Brigade  moving 
back  into  their  old  area.  The  enemy  apparently  suspected  a  relief 
was  in  progress  as  he  shelled  the  Locre-Dranoutre  Road,  between 
6  and  6.30  p.m.,  on  the  8th,  with  a  high  velocity  5.9  inch  gun.  Four 
shells  hit  close  to  Locrehof  Farm,  two  landing  in  the  road.  Driver 
Manning,  Second  Corporal  Stackhouse,  G.  W.,  and  Sapper  Reid  were 
wounded,  the  first  two  seriously.  A  civilian,  said  to  be  owner  of 
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Frenchman’s  Farm,  was  killed  outright.  Altogether  there  were  eight 
casualties.  Driver  Manning  died  at  8.30  p.m.  The  weather  was 
starting  to  clear  and  the  sun  had  just  sunk  behind  Mont  Rouge 
against  a  background  of  incandescent  sky.  No  infantry  reported 
for  work. 

The  9th  was  fine  and  cold.  Five  hostile  planes  came  over  to  note 
the  effect  of  their  bombardment,  but  our  men  had  filled  in  and  covered 
all  new  shell  holes.  Driver  Manning  was  buried  at  2  p.m.,  the  27th 
Battalion  band  playing  the  Dead  March  as  another  member  of  the 
Company  passed  on  to  his  last  sleep  in  Eocre  Cemetery.  The  6th 
Brigade  completed  relief  of  the  7th  between  E-l  and  H-1A,  with  the 
27th  and  28th  Battalions  in  the  line  on  the  right  and  left,  the  29th  in 
brigade  reserve  and  the  31st  ready  to  replace  the  42nd  in  divisional 
reserve.  Notification  was  received  that  the  President  of  the  French 
Republic  had  awarded  the  Croix  de  Guerre  to  Eieutenant  E.  A.  Baker, 
M.C.,  for  his  gallantry  on  October  8th. 

Yesterday  sappers  in  reserve  at  Eocrehof  dug  shelter  trenches 
alongside  their  huts.  Rain  fell  towards  evening  but  was  succeeded 
to-day  by  clear  cold  weather  with  a  north-east  wind.  Two  platoons 
from  the  new  2nd  Pioneer  Battalion  under  Captain  Gendron  and  Eieu¬ 
tenant  McGhie  were  attached  to  the  company  for  instruction  and 
allotted  billets.  Henceforth  the  O.C.,  Captain,  Quarter-Master- 
Sergeant  and  others  whose  duties  required  a  certain  amount  of  inter¬ 
course  with  the  civilian  population,  will  have  to  get  on  without  the 
assistance  of  Eieutenant  Humbert,  who  has  been  withdrawn  for  ser¬ 
vice  with  the  Fourth  Army. 

18th  March,  1916 

Expectations  of  continued  good  weather  were  justified.  No  rain 
has  fallen  this  week.  Every  day  the  sun  has  shone  in  a  clear  or  cloud- 
dappled  sky  and  at  night  the  air  has  been  soft  as  velvet.  Two  men 
from  Section  4  constructed  the  reinforced  concrete  platform  for  the 
9.2  howitzer  on  Sunday,  otherwise  our  efforts  were  largely  confined 
to  initiating  pioneers  into  methods  of  work,  so  that  they  might  carry 
on  with  uncompleted  tasks  in  hand.  Artillery  and  aircraft  were  ac- 
<i  ve  as,  in  fact,  they  have  been  everyday  since. 

A  battalion  relief  took  place  on  Monday  and  the  Eaton  M.G. 
Battery  moved  out  of  the  area.  Sergeant  Eaing  was  wounded  in 
the  hand  next  day.  A  hostile  bombardment  of  trenches  and  strong 
points  on  Wednesday,  from  1  to  2  p.m.,  did  little  damage.  Our 
trench-mortar  on  the  right  replied  twenty  four  hours  later  by  lobbing 
twenty-six  bombs  into  the  enemy’s  wire.  Notification  was  received 
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that  a  section  of  the  5th  Field  Company  would  forthwith  become  res¬ 
ponsible  for  all  work  in  the  area  and  that  the  6th  would  be  attached 
for  temporary  duty  to  the  3rd  Canadian  Division  which  is  under  or¬ 
ders  to  relieve  the  24th.  Transport,  at  night,  made  its  last  trip  up  to 
the  old  trenches. 

At  10.20  a.m.,  on  St.  Patrick’s  Day,  the  Company  marched 
out  of  Eocrehof  and  proceeded  to  a  field  1  k.m.  south-east  of  Berthen, 
where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Major  Malcolm  went  on  to 
Reninghelst  having  been  appointed  a/C.R.E- 

To-day  the  march  was  resumed  via  Westoutre,  Reninghelst,  and 
Ouderdom  to  rear  billets  of  the  24th  Divisional  Engineers,  800  yards 
due  north  of  the  fifth  k.m.  post  in  Dickebusch.  Sections  from  each 
of  its  three  field  companies,  which  the  6th  is  to  relieve,  are  away  in 
the  forward  area,  but  at  that  huts  and  shelters  are  taxed  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  remainder  with  our  own  men.  Captain  Ellis  took  over 
duties  of  Adjutant  and  Sergeant  Bonham  those  of  R.  S.  M.  The 
3rd  Canadian  Divisional  Engineers  have  been  quarantined  in  England, 
owing  to  an  outbreak  of  measles. 

25th  March,  1916 

The  Salient,  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  was  held  by  the  V  and 
XIV  Corps  :  the  former  with  the  3rd  Division  in  the  line  between 
St.  Eloi  and  the  Bluff,  the  50th  thence  to  Armagh  House  and  the  24th 
between  it  and  Y  wood.  The  XIV  had  the  Guards,  which  completed 
relief  of  the  6th  last  Saturday  and  the  20th  respectively  south  and 
north  of  Wieltje  Farm.  Beyond  a  point  1,000  yards  south-east  of 
Boesinghe,  the  XXXVI  French  Corps  occupied  the  canal  bank. 

Sunday  was  warm  and  spring-like.  Eieutenant-Colonel  T.  V. 
Anderson  arrived  and  took  over  the  duties  of  C.R.E.  Section  4  was 
detailed  to  work  on  rear  defences  with  Lieutenant  Russell  and  the 
129th  Field  Company  R.E.  Sections  1  and  3  moved  to  billets  in 
Ypres,  officers  finding  accommodation  in  a  cellar  on  the  east  side  of 
Rue  d’Haerne,  and  other  ranks  off  Rue  des  Chiens.  At  night  all  went 
into  the  trenches  with  the  103rd  Field  Company  via  China  Wall, 
Oxford  Street  and  Regent  Street.  Those  at  Hooge,  which  the  1st 
C.M.R.  took  over  from  the  1st  North  Staffs.,  are  in  dreadful  con¬ 
dition,  having  changed  hands  several  times. 

Since  the  Second  Battle  of  Ypres,  bitter  fighting  has  occurred 
here,  notably  on  June  16th,  July  30th,  August  9th  and  September 
25th,  1915,  as  well  as  on  the  14th  of  last  month.  In  this,  artillery, 
trench-mortars,  liquid  fire  and  mines  have  combined  to  convert  what 
was  once  a  picturesque  village,  with  houses,  gardens,  chateau  and 
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park,  into  an  unspeakably  desolate  welter  of  mud  and  shell  holes, 
through  which  it  is  necessary  to  dig  new  trenches,  from  time  to  time, 
as  those  in  use  are  crumped  out  of  existence.  The  front  line  is  held 
by  a  few  posts  from  which  the  occupants  can  move,  by  day,  only  at 
great  risk  of  being  shot.  Hundreds  of  corpses  lie  half  buried  in  the 
tumbled  debris  or  partially  submerged  in  a  flooded  quagmire  to  which 
blocked  drainage  has  converted  the  area  on  our  extreme  left.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  gaps  occur  on  both  flanks,  which  are  therefore  virtually 
in  the  air.  Company  commanders  occupy  the  only  habitable  cellar. 
A  second,  called  the  Belgian  Lady’s  dugout,  was  found  to  be  half-full 
of  stinking  water,  in  which  floated  a  broken  chair  and  some  nondescript 


Section  1  outside;  Billets,  Ypres 

garments.  One  end  of  an  elephant  iron  shelter  harboured  the  Toc- 
Emma  Officer  and  a  5.9  dud  which  had  entered  through  the  roof. 
The  rear  half  had  been  wrecked  by  an  aerial  torpedo  and  was  par¬ 
titioned  off  by  a  screen  of  sandbags.  The  only  good  bit  of  trench  in 
the  area  had  been  recently  constructed  as  a  support  by  the  103rd 
Field  Company.  That  company  had  also  tunnelled  a  passage  through 
the  front  line  parapet  into  a  fragment  of  the  Chateau  stable  which  was 
in  use  as  a  listening  post.  The  enemy,  who  at  this  point  is  on  a  lower 
level,  has  a  similar  post,  under  the  floor,  connected  to  his  front  line 
by  a  sap.  Everywhere  else,  particularly  astride  the  Menin  Road,  his 
position  overlooks  our  own.  Conspicuous  in  the  topography  is  a 
circular  pond,  about  two  hundred  feet  across,  which  occupies  the 
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crater  of  a  mine  fifty  yards  behind  our  front  line.  A  path  has  been 
worn  around  the  water’s  edge  in  the  lip,  ten  feet  below  its  crest.  A 
short  distance  back  our  tunnellers  are  at  work,  but,  judging  from  the 
inconsiderable  amount  of  soil  removed,  they  cannot  be  seriously 
threatening  the  enemy’s  trenches.  Rats  are  all  over  the  place,  swollen 
to  enormous  size  and  hardly  able  to  move  fast  enough  to  get  from 
under  one’s  feet.  Two  shallow  muddy  ditches,  Grafton  Street  and 
Foresters  Lane,  lead  back  to  a  culvert  under  the  Menin  Road,  where 
connection  is  made  with  Regent  Street.  On  their  very  first  visit  to 
look  over  these  trenches,  the  1st  C.M.R.  had  an  officer  killed.  Parallel 
to  and  about  seven  hundred  yards  behind  the  front  line,  work  is  being 
pushed  on  the  so-called  R.S.  or  Resistance  Line.  This  runs  from 
Outpost  Farm  to  a  still  more  or  less  intact  thicket  called  Zouave 
Wood,  through  which  it  is  being  extended. 

In  striking  contrast  to  the  trenches  at  Hooge  are  those  in  the 
right  subsector  which  occupies  the  northern  portion  of  Sanctuary 
Wood.  Being  on  high  ground,  sloping  to  the  rear,  they  are  dry,  deep 
and  easily  maintained.  Here  also,  however,  the  enemy  by  occupying 
the  lip  of  a  crater  five  hundred  yards  south-west  of  Stirling  Castle, 
which  he  has  converted  into  a  redoubt  called  the  Birdcage,  completely 
dominates  the  situation.  From  this  point  he  is  able  to  enfilade  our 
front  line  trenches  to  the  south  and  take  those  at  Hooge  in  reverse. 
The  extreme  north  end  of  the  battalion  front  ends  abruptly  in  a  hook 
called  the  Appendix  ;  the  gap  beyond  being  guarded  by  a  patrol  only 
at  night.  Opposite  the  Birdcage,  we  have  three  hundred  yards  of 
double  trench  called  the  Loop,  where,  as  at  Hooge,  miners  are  at  work 
without  visible  evidences  of  progress. 

The  front  line  is  connected  to  a  headquarters  in  Lovers’  Walk 
by  Warrington  Road  and  Gourock  Road  C.T.s  with  their  branches, 
Bydand  Avenue  and  Gordon  Walk.  This  subsector  was  taken  over 
on  the  night  of  the  20th  from  the  12th  Queens’  by  the  4th  C.M.R., 
which  had  relieved  the  9th  Fast  Surrey  in  Zillebeke  Bund  the  previous 
day. 

On  completion  of  relief  the  72nd  Brigade  moved  out,  whereupon 
Brigadier  General  Williams  of  the  8th  C.I.B.  assumed  command  of 
the  sector  with  headquarters  in  Ypres  Ramparts.  Section  1  became 
responsible  for  work  on  the  R.S.  Line  and  Section  3  for  that  in  front. 
In  the  meantime  the  7th  Canadian  had  started  to  relieve  the  17th 
Imperial  Brigade,  the  42nd  and  49th  Battalions  moving  up  into  the 
high  but  undulating  trenches  on  either  side  of  Observatory  Ridge. 
Here  for  once  we  are  on  an  equal  footing  with  our  opponents,  and  in 
places,  can  see  well  back  towards  his  hinterland.  Lieutenant  Dewar, 
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having  been  detailed  to  take  over  work  in  this  sector,  moved  up  at 
7  p.m.  on  the  20th  with  Section  2  to  Zillebeke  Village,  where  all  ranks 
found  precarious  shelter  in  ruined  houses.  They  went  into  the 
trenches  at  night  via  Dormy  House  and  Border  Lanes,  and  carried  on 
with  the  104th  Field  Company.  The  front  line  is  in  fairly  good  con¬ 
dition.  Important  items  on  the  schedule,  other  than  its  maintenance, 
are  digging  a  new  support  trench,  construction  of  dugouts  for  bat¬ 
talions  in  the  front  line,  improvements  of  S.P.  11,  and  building  a  new 
dressing  station  and  dugouts  for  the  support  battalion  in  Maple  Copse. 
Soil  near  the  front,  particularly  on  the  ridges,  is  dry  and  sandy. 
Behind  Sanctuary  and  Armagh  Woods  there  is  a  good  deal  of  dead 
ground.  Maple  copse  and  Zillebeke  are,  in  fact,  the  least  safe  places 
in  the  area,  the  former  catching  machine  gun  fire  from  three  points  of 
the  compass  and  the  latter  being  everlastingly  strafed  by  the  enemy’s 
artillery. 

An  hour  or  two  before  dawn  on  the  21st,  a  most  extraordinary 
and  regretable  fatality  occurred.  One  of  No.  3  Section’s  sappers,  on 
returning  from  work  at  Hooge,  started  to  empty  a  revolver.  In  some 
way  it  was  discharged  and  the  bullet,  after  passing  through  his  own 
hand  and  ricocheting  off  a  corrugation  in  the  steel  elephant  shelter, 
mortally  wounded  Sapper  Morrison,  C.R.,  who  was  lying  on  a  bunk. 
There  was  a  sharp  break  in  the  weather  during  the  day,  which  became 
wet  and  cold.  The  Princess  Pats,  moved  up  to  Railway  dugouts  and 
replaced  the  3rd  Rifle  Brigade  in  support.  On  completion  of  relief  of 
the  17th  by  the  7th  Canadian  Brigade,  Major  General  Mercer  of  the 
3rd  Canadian  Division  became  responsible  for  the  whole  front  vice 
Major  General  Capper.  Lieutenant  MacPherson,  with  2nd  Corporal 
Patterson  moved  to  Hutting  Dump  and  Corporal  Farrell  took  charge 
of  Kruistraat  French  Dump.  Hostile  artillery  engaged  our  batteries. 
While  Section  3  was  working  in  Hooge  at  night,  there  was  a  violent 
exchange  of  bombs  between  the  garrison  of  C4  and  an  enemy  patrol. 
The  1st  C.M.R.  had  five  casualties. 

On  the  22nd  Lieutenant  Page  took  over  work  on  drainage  in  rear. 
Officers  and  men  from  the  3rd  Pioneers  were  distributed  as  follows  : 
Captain  Campbell  took  over  a  dump  five  hundred  yards  north-east 
of  Der  Groenen  Cabaret.  Captain  Agnew  and  twenty  men  started 
excavating  for  additional  dugouts  in  Zillebeke  Bund.  Lieutenant 
Sauer  and  ten  other  ranks  reported  to  Lieutenant  Dewar,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Pitts,  with  a  platoon,  to  Lieutenant  Weatherbe  for  trench  work. 
Section  1  worked  on  R.S.  3  and  4.  Our  machine  guns  dispersed 
enemy  work  parties  which  were  visible  owing  to  the  light  of  a  nearly 
full  moon.  A  German  belonging  to  a  Jaeger  battalion  who  approached 
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YprES  :  1.  St.  Jacques.  2.  Sergeant  Laing,  W.  S.  3.  St.  Pierre.  4.  Gare. 
5.  Grande  Place.  6.  Rue  des  Chiens. 
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our  post  in  C7  was  shot  by  the  garrison,  and  identifications,  in  the  form 
of  shoulder  straps  and  a  letter,  secured.  Sergeant  Bonham  reported 
that  second-hand  lorries  sent  out  from  No.  3  Sub-park  were  unable  to 
keep  up  with  new  Pierce  Arrows,  and  got  lost. 

Another  one  of  our  splendid  lads,  Sapper  “Red”  Ilsley,  of 
Section  2,  was  killed  by  a  bullet  while  loading  material  at  Bull  Dump 
in  Maple  Copse  on  the  23rd.  Twenty  thousand  sandbags  were  left 
at  Vlamertinghe,  owing  to  a  lorry  breaking  down.  The  2nd  C.M.R. 
relieved  the  1st,  the  latter’s  C.O.  moving  into  Halfway  House.  Artil¬ 
lery  fire  was  normal. 

Two  companies  of  the  3rd  Pioneers  arrived  in  Ypres  and  were 
billetted  in  the  Ramparts.  One  was  detailed  to  reconstruct  For¬ 
ester’s  Lane  and  make  the  front  line  continuous  on  our  left,  so  that  it 
may  be  linked  up  with  that  of  the  Guards.  The  other  took  over  work 
of  the  12th  Sherwood  Foresters  in  Zouave  Wood.  Officers  went  out 
at  night  and  were  shown  their  tasks  by  subalterns  from  the  company. 

Yesterday  was  cold  with  a  suspicion  of  snow.  Gordon  House 
and  Sanctuary  Wood  were  shelled.  The  4th  C.M.R.  came  out  to 
rest  in  Belgian  Chateau  on  relief  by  the  5th.  The  P.P.C.L.I.  relieved 
the  49th  Battalion  and  the  R.C.R.  moved  up  to  Railway  Dugouts 
ready  to  relieve  the  42nd  at  night.  Sapper  Ilsley  was  buried  in 
Zillebeke  churchyard  alongside  a  cross  that  marks  the  grave  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Gordon  Lennox,  killed  in  1914.  The  village  was  crumped  for 
an  hour  and  a  half  at  night.  Section  2  finished  digging  through  a 
support  trench  from  Crab  Crawl  to  St.  Peter  Street. 

After  a  sharp  frost  the  sun  came  out  bright  and  strong  this  morn¬ 
ing.  The  whole  right  sector  was  again  heavily  shelled.  Lieutenant 
Dewar  says  the  enemy  is  advancing  his  front  line  here  by  the  “sap 
and  parallel”  method.  Sections  of  the  104th  and  103rd  Field  Com¬ 
panies  under  Lieutenant  Whitfield  and  Tomkinson,  which  have  been 
working  with  Sections  2  and  1,  were  withdrawn. 

Four  platoons  of  the  3rd  Pioneer  Battalion  are  now  attached  as 
additional  sections  to  the  Gth  Field  Company  which  is  looking  after 
all  R.E.  work,  front  and  rear,  in  the  divisional  area. 

An  examination  of  aeroplane  photographs  shows  that  Belle- 
waarde  Lake,  while  full  to  the  brim  last  January,  is  now  empty.  For 
their  peace  of  mind,  it  is  fortunate  this  fact,  or  its  significance,  is  not 
realized  by  our  infantry,  since  it  can  only  mean  that  the  Germans  are 
keeping  the  water  pumped  out  to  prevent  it  flooding  their  mines. 

Roads  in  rear  are  crowded  with  troops  of  the  V  Corps,  moving 
out  and  Canadians  coming  in,  also  with  interbrigade  Guard  reliefs. 
Sergeant  Bonham  is  still  having  trouble  with  his  fleet  of  lorries  ; 


THE  RHINE  AND  BACK 


95 


mostly  old  Eeylands,  Albions,  Kellys  and  Commercars,  now  down  in 
the  common  four  speed,  slow,  very  slow,  dead  slow  and  stop  class. 

A  noticeable  feature  from  an  engineering  standpoint,  in  this 
sector,  is  universal  employment  of  the  “A  frame”  to  keep  communi¬ 
cation  trench  revetment  in  place.  This  ingenious  device  replaces  the 
pole  and  anchor  method  in  use  elsewhere.  It  is  also  much  more 
efficient  and  can  be  installed,  by  day,  in  any  trench  where  there  is 
head  cover,  without  danger  from  exposure.  A  typical  ‘‘A  frame” 
consists  of  two  upright  pieces  of  2  by  6  scantling,  each  six  feet  long, 
inclined  outward,  with  their  upper  ends  five  and  their  lower  extremi¬ 
ties  two  feet  apart  in  the  clear.  These  are  held  in  position  by  tying 
together  with  hay-wire  at  the  bottom  and  by  spiking  a  2  by  6  floor 
rest  firmly  to  their  sides  2E2  feet  higher  up. 

1st  April,  1916 

Before  the  24th  Divisional  Engineers  pulled  out,  Lieutenant 
Calvin  took  over  all  work  on  water  supply,  Lille  Road  saps  and  M.G. 
emplacements  from  one  of  their  officers.  Weather  was  vile  on  the 
28th.  Twenty  ammunition  column  wagons  were  lent  to  the  Company 
for  transporting  material.  Between  3  and  4.30  p.m.  Hooge  and 
Sanctuary  Wood  were  bombarded  with  guns  of  all  calibres.  The 
front  line,  especially  Trench  C3,  was  badly  damaged,  as  were  dugouts 
on  the  right.  Ypres  was  also  heavily  shelled.  The  night  was  quiet 
but,  during  intervals  between  flares,  intensely  dark.  In  the  Salient 
these  appear  to  shoot  up  from  the  horizon  in  every  direction,  except 
immediately  to  the  rear. 

At  4.30  a.m.  on  the  27th,  shortly  after  our  men  had  got  back  to 
billets,  a  violent  concussion  shook  the  ground.  It  was  immediately 
followed  by  an  outburst  of  gunfire.  Six  mines,  it  is  learned,  had  been 
blown  at  St.  Eloi  under  the  enemy’s  trenches  opposite  the  3rd  Division 
front,  and  the  position  as  far  back  as  his  second  line  rushed  by  1st 
Northumberland  and  4th  Royal  Fusiliers,  of  the  9th  Imperial  Brigade. 
Some  two  hundred  survivors  of  the  18th  Reserve  Jaeger  Regiment 
were  made  prisoners.  The  largest  crater  is  said  to  be  one  hundred  and 
eighty  feet  in  diameter. 

Our  9. 2’s  were  active  at  intervals  during  the  day,  which  otherwise 
was  quiet.  The  1st  C.M.R.  came  into  the  line  again.  At  Hooge, 
after  dark,  in  a  bombing  duel  opposite  the  Birdcage,  our  grenadiers 
outthrew  those  of  the  enemy.  The  8th  British  Brigade  relieved  the 
9th  at  St.  Eloi.  The  latter  came  out  next  morning,  mud  to  the  ears. 

The  28th  was  dull,  windy  and  raw.  Our  heavies  and  the  enemy’s 
exchanged  compliments.  Captain  Whiteside,  of  the  3rd  Pioneers, 
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St.  ElOI  Craters.  Photo  taken  27th  March  1916.  Supplied,  by  Historical  Section,  Dept,  of  Nat.  Defence. 
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was  instantly  killed  behind  the  Ramparts  in  Ypres.  A  field  survey 
of  the  right  sector  was  completed.  Hostile  artillery  at  night  was 
below  normal.  The  Menin  Road  was  repeatedly  swept  with  grazing 
fire  from  Bellewaarde  Farm.  On  the  29th  the  7th  Canadian  Brigade 
was  withdrawn,  the  60th  and  43rd  Battalions  of  the  9th  taking  over. 
The  50th  Northumbrian  division  on  our  right  also  started  moving  out. 
One  of  its  field  companies  turned  over  explosives  for  demolishing 
Bridge  18  to  Section  4.  217th  Army  Troops  Company  officers  looked 

over  work  to  be  done  on  Zillebeke  Street.  The  balance  of  Lieutenant’s 
Sauer’s  pioneer  platoon  moved  up  to  the  village.  Sanctuary  Wood, 
Gordon  House,  Kruisstraat  and  Vlamertinghe  all  received  attention 
from  the  enemy’s  guns.  Stick  grenades  thrown,  at  dusk,  towards  B4, 
fell  short.  Later,  planes  passed  over  the  Salient.  Carrying  parties 
from  a  Guards  battalion,  new  to  the  area,  started  marching  down  the 
Menin  Road  in  fours.  Lieutenant  French,  8th  Brigade  wiring  officer, 
moved  into  the  Company’s  cellar  in  Rue  d’  Haerne.  Recapture  of  one 
crater  at  St.  Eloi,  claimed  in  a  German  official  bulletin,  has  since  been 
admitted.  Lieutenant  Alport,  at  dawn,  walked  to  Hooge  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  trenches  by  daylight.  The  trip  was  attended 
with  considerable  risk  as  Grafton  Street  is  under  observation  from  Clap- 
ham  Junction.  Stript  of  a  certain  meretricious  glamour  lent  by  light 
from  the  moon  or  star  shells,  the  whole  place  is  hideous  and  desolate 
beyond  words.  Near  Foresters  Lane  two  arms  protrude  from  the  mud. 
The  owner  of  one,  as  indicated  by  pips  on  the  sleeve  bore  Captain’s 
rank  while  the  other  belonged  to  a  Second  Lieutenant.  There  was 
considerable  aerial  activity  after  sunrise.  The  24th  Division  relieved 
the  1st  Canadians  at  Wulverghem  and  the  latter  started  moving  out. 
About  4.30  p.m.  Headquarters  staff  of  the  3rd  Canadian  Divisional 
Engineers  with  the  8th  Field  Company  under  Major  Vince  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Manhard  arrived  at  Company  rear  billets.  The  place  narrowly 
escaped  being  wiped  off  the  map  during  the  day  by  a  salvo  of  eight 
inch  shells.  The  bombardment  was  not  local  but  distributed  all  over 
the  Salient,  from  St.  Eloi  to  Boesinghe  and  away  back  to  where 
Lieutenant  MacPherson’s  men  were  loading  3  by  9  scantling  at  Quen¬ 
tin  siding.  It  was  resumed  at  night,  when  Halfway  House,  Hell 
Fire  Corner  and  l’Fcole  were  heavily  shelled.  Section  officers  re¬ 
turning  from  work  in  the  small  hours  had  some  narrow  escapes 
before  they  made  the  Menin  Gate.  Scots  Guards  in  a  house  back 
near  the  Poperinghe  Road  were  badly  messed  up.  The  C.  in  C’s 
official  report  says  “South  of  St.  Eloi,  an  attack  broke  down  under 
our  fire.” 

Yesterday  was  fine.  Corporal  Hooke  was  promoted  to  be 
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sergeant  of  number  3  Section  as  of  14.2.16.  Enemy  guns  were 
again  active.  The  Company  moved  to  D  Camp.  Last  night  mach¬ 
ine  guns  kept  firing  on  the  Culvert  while  a  battalion  relief  was  in 
progress. 

Today  has  been  bright  and  warm.  Planes  took  advantage  of 
the  weather  to  carry  out  observation.  Germans  called  out  to  the 
4th  C.M.R.,  who  are  coming  out  to-night,  “Go  easy.  We  are  Sax¬ 
ons.”  An  officer  and  ten  O.R.  of  the  8th  Field  Company  reported  to 
Lieutenant  Dewar,  and  two  officers  with  fifty  O.R.  to  Lieutenant 
Weatherbe  for  instruction.  The  former  moved  to  Zillebeke  and  the 
latter  to  the  Brewery  in  Rue  De  Dixmude,  Ypres.  Both  have  since 
gone  up  with  our  sappers  to  the  trenches.  The  enemy  had  a  barrage 
on  the  Lille  and  Menin  Gates  so  the  party  from  Ypres  went  out 
through  the  ramparts  by  little  Sally  Port  and  across  the  Moat.  Shell¬ 
ing  has  now  eased  off  and  the  usual  stream  of  night  vehicular  traffic 
is  clattering  forward  through  the  pitch  dark  streets.  The  5th  C.M.R. 
passed  en  route  to  Sanctuary  Wood  via  Yeomanry  Post. 

The  following  orders  governing  all  ranks  in  the  town  were  put 
in  force  on  the  27th: 

1.  The  area  of  the  town  is  that  portion  bounded  by  the  Moat 
and  the  Canal. 

2.  The  town  being  out  of  bounds,  all  ranks  are  forbidden  to 
enter  it  except  on  duty. 

3.  Officers  and  other  ranks  on  duty  must  have  passes.  This  does 
not  apply  to  staff  officers  and  those  of  field  or  higher  rank  connected 
with  front  line  troops  in  the  Salient  (except  when  accompanied  by 
civilians),  dispatch  riders,  orderlies  with  messages,  formed  bodies  of 
troops,  and  motor  ambulances;  but  commanders  of  guards  and  police 
may  use  their  discretion  to  stop  anyone. 

4.  Troops  billetted  in  the  town  or  located  in  the  Ramparts 
shall  not  quit  the  vicinity  of  their  billets  without  permission,  which 
will  be  given  sparingly,  nor  enter  any  other  building. 

5.  Orderlies  and  others  on  duty  are  to  keep  close  to  houses  and 
not  stand  about  in  open  spaces.  Halted  wagons  are  to  be  drawn 
up  on  the  side  streets. 

6.  No  one  is  allowed  on  the  Ramparts  except  troops  billetted 
there. 

7.  Water  for  drinking,  watering  horses  or  washing  is  indicated 
by  boards. 

*  *  * 

10.  Civilian  traffic  is  not  allowed  except  when  accompanied 
by  a  Belgian  gendarme  with  a  pass  from  I  at  Poperinghe. 
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11.  All  other  civilians  shall  be  arrested. 

12.  Anyone  in  search  of  material  must  apply  to  the  Town  Major. 

13.  Removal  of  furniture  is  forbidden. 

14.  The  Town  Major  will  tell  off  incoming  troops  to  their  billets. 

15.  Smoke  must  not  show  by  day,  nor  lights  by  night. 

16.  Approach  of  hostile  aeroplanes  will  be  notified  by  air  guards 
blowing  whistles. 

A  return  sent  in  by  Section  1  shows  the  following  progress  on 
the  R.S.  Line  this  date: —  Total  length  of  trench  including  traverses 
2,100  yards;  finished,  with  floor,  revetment  and  fire  steps,  300  yards; 
partly  finished,  1,200  yards;  M.G.  emplacements,  3,  all  finished; 
dugouts,  6  out  of  10  finished.  West  of  the  Meuse,  the  enemy  cap¬ 
tured  Malancourt. 

8th  April,  1916 

Sunday  was  fine  and  warm.  Walled  pear  trees,  in  the  garden 
behind  our  officers’  quarters  at  Ypres  started  to  blossom.  Several 
aerial  duels  took  place.  A  bombardment  at  Hooge,  undid  most 
of  the  Pioneers’  work  on  Foresters  Lane.  Near  Saint  Peter’s  Street, 
some  of  Lieutenant  Dewars’  party  dug  out  a  M.G.  crew  which  had 
been  buried  by  a  trench  mortar  bomb.  A  shell  near  the  8th  Field 
Company  billets  in  Ypres  killed  a  number  of  Irish  Guards.  Our 
supply  column  on  the  Vlamertinghe-Kruisstraat  Road  had  some  close 
calls.  Sapper  Brown,  F.R.,  working  with  Section  4,  stopped  a 
fragment  of  sharpnel  but  returned  to  duty.  An  aerial  photograph 
taken  by  No.  6  Squadron  R.F.C.  at  Saint  Eloi  on  the  1st  having 
shown  a  German  trench  around  the  south  lip  of  Crater  5,  its  loss 
had  to  be  admitted.  To  restore  the  situation  an  attack  was  launched 
on  the  night  of  the  2nd-3rd  by  the  8th  K.O.R.  Lancasters.  It  was 
successful  and  the  garrison  consisting  of  4  officers  and  80  men  became 
prisoners. 

Another  officer  and  25  O.R.  of  the  8th  Field  Company  reported 
to  Section  2  at  Zillebeke  on  the  3rd.  The  1st  Canadian  Division  took 
over  the  line  from  the  Bluff  to  Armagh  Wood.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
a  violent  hostile  bombardment  commenced,  and  from  time  to  time 
throughout  the  night  was  repeated.  Company  headquarters  in 
D  camp  was  shelled  at  5  p.m.,  7  p.m.,  9  p.m.,  2  a.m.,  and  4.30  a.m. 
Work  on  the  R.S.  line  adjoining  the  Menin  road  was  greatly  interfered 
with  by  a  machine  gun  which  had  the  place  “taped.”  Lance  Corporal 
Scott,  C.C.  mounted  the  parapet,  steadied  his  men  and  kept  the  work 
going  after  one  from  the  8th  Field  Company  had  been  killed  by  a 
bullet.  On  the  right  where  Section  2  was  employed,  hostile  bombers 
tried  to  enter  our  trenches  but  were  driven  off. 
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During  the  night  the  6th  C.I.  Brigade  took  over  the  Saint  Eloi 
front  from  the  76th,  with  the  27th  and  31st  Battalions  to  right  and 
left  of  the  Saint  Eloi-Ruined  Farm  Road.  The  line  in  front 
of  the  craters  was  held  by  posts,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
half  full  of  dead  and  wounded,  chiefly  Gordon  Highlanders  and 
Lancasters. 

Company  headquarters  was  shifted  on  the  4th  to  a  temporary 
location  at  H13c46,  half  way  between  Ouderdom  and  Vlamer- 
tinghe.  Ypres  and  its  approaches  were  heavily  shelled.  The  Brig¬ 
ade  wiring  party  pulled  out.  Weather  remained  fine.  At  night 
the  7th  Brigade  started  to  relieve  the  8th,  with  the  42nd  and  49th 
Battalions  on  the  right  and  left  respectively.  Two  2nd  C.M.R.  officers 
were  killed  coming  out.  The  2nd  Canadian  Division  took  over  from 
opposite  Piccadilly  Farm  to  the  Comines  Canal.  On  completion 
of  this  relief,  Canadian  Corps  opened  headquarters  at  Abeele,  exchang¬ 
ing  areas  with  the  V.  Corps. 

Artillery  on  the  5th,  was  less  active  until  5  p.m.,  when  heavy  bat¬ 
teries  near  Company  headquarters  commenced  a  two  hour  cannonade 
of  the  enemy’s  front  opposite  Wieltje.  He  replied  on  the  south 
hinge  of  the  Salient.  Men  in  rear  billets  stood  to  in  expectation  of 
an  attack.  A  fresh  section  from  the  8th  Field  Company,  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Fellows,  moved  into  Ypres  at  6  p.m.  Two  others  worked  on 
the  R.S.  line  at  night,  and  one  on  the  Zillebeke  dugouts.  The  enemy 
was  aggressive.  At  11.30  p.m.  he  attempted  to  bomb  his  way  down 
a  sap  along  what  was  once  the  Menin  Road,  though  no  signs  of  a  road 
are  now  visible  there.  The  garrison  replied,  using  up  20  boxes  of 
Mills  grenades.  Early  on  the  6th  after  our  work  parties  had  been 
withdrawn,  he  made  three  more  attacks,  the  first  launched  at  4  a.  m., 
by  12  men,  one  of  whom  was  killed.  The  second,  an  hour  later,  also 
proved  abortive  though  two  of  our  bombers  were  wounded.  The 
third,  in  broad  daylight,  was  in  the  nature  of  a  stealth  raid;  a  German 
officer  and  10  men,  at  6.30  a.m.,  creeping  down  the  old  highway  ditch 
and  entering  trench  70  between  Posts  4  and  5.  A  lance  corporal 
and  four  privates  in  Post  1,  who  are  said  to  have  been  at  breakfast, 
were  surprised  and  captured.  Before  the  raiders  could  get  away, 
three,  including  their  leader,  were  killed  by  machine  gun  fire  which 
opened  from  both  sides.  Four  of  their  captives  also  fell  dead,  but 
one  is  still  unaccounted  for.  Subsequent  efforts  to  recover  bodies 
of  the  victims  were  unsuccessful. 

In  the  meantime,  after  intermittent  all  night  gunfire,  the  enemy, 
under  cover  of  an  intense  barrage  between  3.30  and  4.30  a.m.,  had 
attacked  on  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  front  where  the  28th  Battalion 
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was  attempting  to  relieve  the  27th.  He  captured  craters  2  and  3 
together  with  all  ground  in  front. 

Lieutenant  Scott’s  section  of  the  8th  Field  Company  was  with¬ 
drawn  from  Ypres  on  the  6th.  On  orders  from  Corps  to  rush  work 
in  the  R.S.  line,  the  other  two,  with  250  men  from  the  P.P.C.L.I., 
all  under  Section  1,  made  good  progress.  Part  of  the  force  was  used 
to  raise  the  traverses  in  Oxford  Street  as  parties  using  it  in  daylight 
can  be  seen  and  are  unmercifully  shelled.  There  was  a  battalion  relief 
on  the  9th  C.I.  Brigade  front. 

Yesterday  Company  headquarters  was  moved  to  the  north 
side  of  the  Ouderdom-Millekruisse  Road,  700  yards  from  its  junction 
with  that  to  Reninghelst  where  a  few  huts  were  taken  over  from  the 
1st  East  Riding  Field  Company. 

Last  night  the  enemy  threw  bombs  into  the  crater  that  separates 
the  Loop  and  Birdcage,  and  repeatedly  swept  the  parapet  in  Hooge  with 
machine  gun  fire.  Patrols  were  unable  to  reach  bodies  of  our  dead 
which  can  be  seen  through  a  periscope. 

To-day  has  been  fine.  A  German  Eokker  made  a  forced  landing 
away  back  at  Renescure  and  was  captured  intact.  Shelling  to-night 
is  severe  all  over  the  area,  one  section  of  the  8th  Field  Company  is 
working  with  Lieutenant  Dewar  in  front  of  Observatory  Ridge,  a 
second  with  Lieutenant  Alport  at  Hooge,  and  a  third  on  the  R.S. 
line.  Lance  Corporal  Sutherland,  D.,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the 
tool  depot  at  Gordon  House,  was  wounded  in  the  head  by  shrapnel 
and  removed  to  the  Menin  Road  dressing  station.  Sapper  Langford 
was  wounded  in  the  back. 

Zepp  raids  over  England  occurred  on  3  successive  nights  this 
week.  The  L-15  was  shot  down  at  sea  and  its  occupants  captured. 

15th  April,  1916 

The  7th  Field  Company  arrived  on  the  9th  and  took  over  the 
camp  at  H13c46.  Major  Dunbar  and  Captain  Trotter  went 
over  the  right  sector  with  Lieutenant  Dewar.  Hostile  artillery  was 
active.  Early  in  the  evening  a  new  kind  of  floating  flare  was  either 
sent  up  from  the  enemy’s  lines  or  dropped  from  a  plane.  It  illumined 
the  whole  Salient  with  a  brilliant  white  light  which  lasted  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  and  then  turned  green.  Bombing  occurred  near  the 
Loop  where  Section  3  was  at  work.  Machine  gunners  raked  the 
Menin  Road  and  R.S.  line.  Two  of  the  8th  Field  Company  were 
wounded. 

On  the  2nd  Division  front  the  4th  Brigade  relieved  the  6th.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  British  official  of  the  10th  we  were  then  holding  four 
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out  of  five  craters  at  Saint  Eloi.  The  Germans  also  claimed  possession 
of  four.  A  later  British  dispatch  says  “We  took  the  remaining 
crater  at  Saint  Eloi  on  the  night  of  April  9th- 10th.” 

Two  sections  of  the  7th  Field  Company  moved  to  Zillebeke  on 
Monday,  one  to  the  village  and  the  other  to  the  Bund.  They  were 
attached  to  the  6th  for  instruction.  The  section  from  the  8th  that 
had  been  with  Lieutenant  Dewar  joined  the  other  two  in  Ypres.  The 
enemy  shelled  China  Wall,  Lovers’  Walk  and  Gourock  Road.  Major 
Critchley  of  the  7th  Brigade  staff  was  wounded.  At  night,  Lieutenant 
Alport,  with  Section  3,  returned  to  rear  billets.  Section  1  moved  to 
Zillebeke  Bund  and  took  over  work  on  the  left  half  of  the  right  sector 
from  Section  2  and  Lieutenant  Sauer’s  platoon  of  Pioneers.  There  was 
much  bombing,  artillery,  trench  mortar,  and  machine  gun  activity 
due  north  of  Ypres. 

At  Saint  Eloi,  the  4th  Brigade  attempted  a  second  time  to 
consolidate  Craters  2  and  3.  Lieutenants  Powell  and  Miller  of  the 
4th  Field  Company,  each  with  100  men  from  the  2nd  Pioneers,  went  up 
to  assist.  The  former  reported  to  the  C.R.E.  that  he  had  deepened 
an  existing  trench  immediately  behind  Craters  4  and  5  and  had 
extended  it  in  a  north-east  direction  almost  to  our  old  line.  The 
latter  went  in  via  Voormezeele  to  our  last  post  in  the  Q  trenches, 
whence  he  attempted  to  get  through  in  rear  of  Crater  3  to  dig  an 
entrenchment.  The  covering  party  was  driven  in  by  a  hostile  attack 
and  his  report  pointed  out  that  this  crater  instead  of  being  held, 
as  supposed,  by  the  18th  Battalion,  was  occupied  in  force  by  the 
enemy.  German  and  British  official  dispatches  referring  to  results 
of  recent  fighting  still  however  fail  to  agree.  The  former  says  of 
Saint  Eloi:  “The  position  is  firmly  in  our  hands  over  its  whole  front.” 
The  latter  admits  that  the  enemy  established  himself  in  our  first 
line  on  the  Ypres  Pilckem  Road,  but  claims  that  he  was  later  expelled 
thence,  leaving  behind  three  prisoners  and  25  dead,  also  that  at 
Saint  Eloi  “we  hold  three  of  the  craters  but  not  the  other  two  at 
present.” 

Weather  which  had  been  fine  the  previous  day  turned  wet  over¬ 
night.  It  cleared  late  on  the  11th  when  three  enemy  balloons 
appeared  above  the  eastern  horizon.  At  sundown  Poperinghe  was 
shelled  by  a  long  range  gun.  Section  4  finished  M.G.  sap  No.  1 
Emplacement  No.  1  on  the  Lille  Road.  Lieutenant  Calvin  took  over 
extension  of  Zillebeke  Street  around  the  north  side  of  the  lake.  At 
9  p.m.,  a  hostile  plane  passed  over  Ypres.  There  was  a  bomb  strafe 
at  Hooge.  Vigo  Street  was  extended  and  deepened  ready  for  revett¬ 
ing  from  Hill  Street  to  Durham  Lane. 
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The  12th  was  stormy  all  day  with  a  gale  and  driving  rain.  It 
cleared  next  day  but  the  wind  continued  to  blow  with  great  force. 
All  leave  was  cancelled.  Several  men  from  the  Company  got  as  far 
as  Boulogne  but  have  since  had  to  return.  Dance  Corporal  Mac- 
Donnell,  J.C.,  proceeded  to  England  for  a  commission.  At  night  the 
8th  Brigade  started  to  relieve  the  9th  in  the  right  sector;  the  4th  and 
1st  C.M.R.  taking  over  from  the  52nd  and  58th  Battalions. 

On  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  front  the  5th  Brigade  took  over 
from  the  4th. 

Yesterday  was  showery  with  a  cold  breeze.  The  O.C.  and  Major 
Dunbar  visited  Zillebeke  Bund  which  is  being  still  farther  honey¬ 
combed  with  dugouts  by  the  3rd  Pioneers.  By  working  on  top,  some 
of  the  latter  brought  salvos  of  H.E.  from  the  enemy  and  curses  from 
our  troops  below.  The  shells  killed  quantities  of  small  silvery 
fish  with  which  the  lake  is  apparently  well  stocked  and  which  make  a 
welcome  addition  to  the  commissariat.  While  digging  in  the  lip  of 
Hooge  Crater  one  of  the  Pats  unearthed  the  body  of  a  German. 

To-day  has  been  windy  with  an  occasional  gust  of  cold  rain. 
Two  more  M.G.  emplacement  saps  have  been  completed  on  the  Lille 
Road.  Another  section  of  the  7th  Field  Company  moved  to  the  Bund 
to  assist  No.  4  on  Zillebeke  Street.  Work  is  proceeding  on  our  front 
line  parapet,  which,  south  of  the  Loop,  the  enemy  delights  to  knock 
down  as  fast  as  it  is  rebuilt;  also  on  Crab  Crawl,  Tor  Top,  Cowcaddens, 
Romer’s  Line,  Durham  Lane,  Hill  Street,  Vigo  Street,  Border  Lane, 
Davison  Lane,  Bydand  Avenue,  and  Warrington  Road.  Preparations 
are  under  way  for  a  couple  of  emplacements  for  M.G’s  to  sweep  No 
Man’s  Land  opposite  the  enemy’s  new  outpost  line.  Reconnaisance 
was  made  by  the  Company  of  wire  across  the  front.  For  the  most 
part  it  was  found  to  be  very  sketchy.  In  front  of  the  Loop,  where 
opposing  trenches  are  only  30  yards  apart,  there  is  apparently  only 
one  thick  belt  which  has  to  answer  for  the  enemy’s  as  well  as  for  our 
own  protection. 

The  6th  Division  is  relieving  the  20th.  News  in  the  papers 
from  the  British  front  is  completely  overshadowed  by  accounts  of 
desperate  fighting  about  Verdun,  where  each  side  claims  possession 
of  Dead  Man’s  Hill. 

22nd  April,  1916 

A  complete  change  in  the  weather  occurred  on  Sunday,  which 
was  calm,  warm  and  bright.  There  was  a  lot  of  hostile  shelling  all 
along  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  front  on  our  right,  also  some  aerial 
activity.  Two  gasoline  tractors  arrived  for  the  60  c.m.  light  railway 
at  Quentin  Siding. 
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St.  Eloi  Craters.  Photo  taken  10th  April,  191(3 


Supplied  by  Historical  Section,  Dept,  of  Nat.  Defence 


THE  RHINE  AND  BACK 


105 


Uncertainty  regarding  the  situation  at  Saint  Eloi  was  dispelled 
on  the  17th  by  the  following  report: —  “No.  6  Squadron  R.F.C. 
managed  to  get  some  photos  of  the  craters  on  the  15th  and  16th,  the 
first  that  have  been  taken  since  April  1st.  No.  KX-705  shows  clearly 
that  we  do  not  hold  any  of  the  craters  2,  3,  4,  or  5,  which  apparently 
have  been  strongly  consolidated  by  the  enemy.  The  craters  which 
we  have  been  referring  to  as  4  and  5  are  two  small  craters  to  the  east 
of  No.  5,  one  at  least  an  old  one  half  full  of  water.”  Presumably 
the  enemy  in  craters  4  and  5  has  enjoyed  a  clear  fortnight  of  absolute 
immunity  from  shell  fire.  Owing  to  misapprehension  regarding  our 
position  on  the  flanks  and  in  rear,  this  has  probably  extended  to  gar¬ 
risons  of  the  other  two  as  well.  Eille  Road  Sap  No.  3  was  finished. 

More  rain  blew  up  during  the  morning  and  has  continued  to 
fall  on  and  off  every  day  since.  Late  at  night  on  the  18th,  Lieutenant 
Dewar  turned  over  work  in  the  right  subsector  to  the  7th  Field  Com¬ 
pany  and  reported  back  to  rear  billets  with  No.  2  Section.  The  6th 
Brigade  was  then  going  into  the  line  at  Saint  Eloi  with  the  27th  Battal¬ 
ion  on  the  right,  the  31st  in  the  centre  and  the  28th  on  the  left.  The 
29th  took  over  the  small  twin  craters  in  front  of  Trench  18,  from  the 
26th.  The  older  of  these,  which  is  about  80  yards  from  the  near  lip  of 
Crater  5,  is  now  numbered  7,  and  the  other,  slightly  more  to  the 
east,  6.  All  through  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  occupants  of  these 
were  kept  under  artillery,  trench  mortar  and  machine  gun  fire. 

About  8  p.m.,  as  Sections  1  and  4  were  starting  out  towards 
Shrapnel  Corner,  on  orders  to  follow  No.  2  back  to  Ouderdom, 
a  tremendous  row  started  up  all  around  the  Salient.  Exactly  what 
happened  is  still  obscure,  but  the  enemy,  it  appears,  attacked  sim¬ 
ultaneously  at  four  or  five  points.  Craters  6  and  7  were  raided, 
and  their  garrison,  which  numbered  80  practically  all  killed  or  cap¬ 
tured,  only  1  officer  and  3  O.R.  having  since  reported  back  to  their 
units.  A  crater  at  the  Bluff  held  by  the  13th  Battalion  was  also 
entered,  but  when  platoons  in  support  came  up  to  counterattack, 
they  found  it  empty.  An  attempt  against  Hooge  Stables  on  the 
P.P.C.L.I.  front,  was  not  pushed.  At  Wieltje  a  line  of  trenches 
held  by  the  Scots  Guards  was  penetrated,  but  the  situation  later 
restored.  Only  astride  the  Langemarck  Road,  in  the  6th  Division 
area,  does  there  appear  to  have  been  any  serious  loss  of  ground. 
Here  Germans  claim  to  have  captured  700  yards  of  our  front  line, 
together  with  part  of  the  garrison. 

On  the  20th  the  Company  came  once  more  under  command  of  its 
own  C.R.E.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  from  the  following  letters  that  its 
services  with  the  3rd  Division  had  not  been  altogether  without  value. 
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“2nd  Canadian  Division. 

On  the  departure  of  Major  Malcolm  and  the  6th  Field  Company 
C.E.  who  have  been  attached  to  this  Division  for  the  past  month, 

I  wish  to  place  on  record  the  invaluable  service  which  they  have  ren¬ 
dered  under  very  trying  circumstances,  and  at  a  time  when  this 
Division  was  very  short  of  engineers.  I  will  be  glad  if  you  will  express 
to  Major  Malcolm  on  behalf  of  the  Division,  our  appreciation  of  their 
services. 

20th  April,  1916.  M.  S.  Mercer,  Maj.-Gen. 

Cmdg.  3rd  Canadian  Division.” 

“C.R.E., 

2nd  Canadian  Division, 

On  the  departure  of  the  6th  Field  Co.,  C.E.,  from  this  Division 
to  rejoin  you,  I  should  like  to  let  you  know  how  much  the  work  of 
all  their  officers  and  men  is  appreciated.  When  they  came  to  us, 
there  was  a  tremendous  amount  of  work  to  be  done  and  all  the  engineer¬ 
ing  in  the  whole  division  front  fell  to  the  6th  Field  Co.,  C.E.,  to  whom 
it  was  only  possible  to  give  the  assistance  of  troops  more  or  less  un¬ 
trained  in  the  work  they  were  to  do.  In  spite  of  this  they  carried  on 
the  work  without  a  hitch  and  left  the  line  in  an  infinitely  better  con¬ 
dition  than  they  found  it.  The  past  month  has  been  a  very  strenuous 
period  for  all  ranks  of  the  6th  Field  Co,  but  they  all  showed  themselves 
most  anxious  to  do  their  best  and  always  with  a  good  grace,  in  spite 
of  all  troubles.  Every  man  considered  the  work  before  himself. 

To  Major  Malcolm  and  Captain  Ellis  I  am  particularly  in¬ 
debted  for  the  assistance  they  gave  me  personally  in  organizing 
the  work  for  the  first  time  in  this  Division. 

20th  April,  1916.  T.  V.  Anderson,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

C.R.E.  3rd  Canadian  Division.” 

At  a  conference  of  Os.  C.  field  companies  with  the  C.R.E-, 
2nd  Canadian  Division,  it  was  decided  the  6th  should  take  over  to¬ 
day  from  the  4th,  all  work  in  first  line  trenches  across  the  whole 
divisional  front,  which  extends  from  the  P.  and  O.  C.T.  to  the  canal, 
and  that,  in  the  meantime,  it  should  make  a  start  on  their  recon¬ 
struction.  A.  and  D.  Companies,  2nd  Pioneers  were  placed  at  its 
disposal  for  the  purpose,  half  of  each  to  work  on  alternate  nights. 

After  dark  on  the  20th,  Lieutenants  Alport,  Weatherbe  and 
MacPherson  went  forward  to  look  over  the  ground  on  the  right, 
centre  and  left. 

As  the  result  of  a  reconnaisance  early  that  morning  by  Major 
Tait  of  the  29th,  and  a  report  that  they  were  half  full  of  our  own  and 
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the  enemy’s  dead,  but  otherwise  untenanted  and  untenable,  Craters 
6  and  7  had  been  abandoned. 

Beginning  at  the  right,  trenches  are  numbered  from  9  to  28.  Be¬ 
tween  14  and  19  the  old  front  line  is  a  washout.  It  was  being  held 
only  by  a  few  disconnected  posts  concealed  in  ground  that  appears 
to  be  nothing  but  a  chaos  of  raw  earth  upheaved  by  countless  shells. 
So  difficult  was  it  to  recognize  landmarks  that  the  21st  Battalion 
scout  officer  who  accompanied  one  party  was  headed  out  across  No 
Man’s  Land  for  Crater  2  when  stopped.  Crater  1  is  reached  through 
a  shallow  sap  running  forward  from  the  junction  of  trenches  12  and  13. 
It  is  equipped  with  fire  bays  in  the  remote  lip  and  four  baby  elephant 
iron  dugouts.  There  is  a  sign  in  trench  22  which  reads  “Do  not  shoot, 
the  trench  opposite  is  our  own.”  The  night  was  quiet.  Before 
dawn  the  right  and  centre  sectors  were  taken  over  by  the  20th  and 
21st  Battalions. 

Yesterday  Eieutenant  Calvin  assumed  charge  of  work  on  Bus 
House  Reserve.  An  undated  but  evidently  belated  message  from 
Crater  6  was  received  by  pigeon  at  Divisional  headquarters  about 
noon.  It  read  “Four  men  seriously  wounded.  Can’t  move.  Send 
aid  as  soon  as  possible.  Very  quiet  now.”  At  9.30  p.m.,  the  24th 
Division  Artillery  blew  up  a  gas  cylinder  in  Spanbroekmolen.  Shell¬ 
ing  which  had  been  particularly  severe  about  Crater  1  persisted, 
on  and  off,  to  within  half  an  hour  of  midnight.  Lieutenant  Mac- 
Pherson  and  his  pioneers  were  held  up  until  then  in  trench  19,  but  there¬ 
after  got  to  work.  About  1.30  a. m.,  Lieutenants  Alport  and  Petrie  with 
two  scouts,  groping  ahead  of  the  other  party  for  remains  of  trench 
15,  came  on  a  wire.  On  giving  it  a  couple  of  violent  jerks,  a  flare  went 
up  and  broke  into  two  green  lights.  Immediately  the  enemy  started 
a  violent  bombardment  with  field  guns  and  threw  hand  grenades 
from  his  craters.  As  the  strafe  covered  the  very  ground  in  which  our 
men  were  to  dig  and  kept  up  for  3  hours,  no  work  was  done.  North 
of  Ypres,  the  1st  Shropshire  Light  Infantry  recaptured  all  trenches 
lost  on  the  19th. 

Pouring  rain  to-day  has  put  a  damper  on  hostilities.  C  Company, 
2nd  Pioneers  is  working  on  Convent  Lane.  It  is  in  fair  shape  to 
R.  6,  which  B  Company  is  reclaiming,  but  beyond  is  completely 
wiped  out.  Lieutenants  Alport  and  MacPherson  have  gone  up  again 
tonight  to  meet  pioneer  parties  under  Lieutenants  Petrie  and 
Alex.  Smith.  The  19th  Battalion  is  relieving  the  28th  on  our 
extreme  left. 

At  Verdun  the  battle  still  rages  about  Hill  304,  but  it  is  now 
believed  the  French  will  make  good  their  boast  Ils  ne  passeront  pas. 
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During  its  two  tours  in  the  Saint  Eloi  trenches  the  Gth  Brigade 
is  said  to  have  suffered  82G  casualties. 

Something  has  at  last  occurred  to  stir  our  phlegmatic  Flemish 
neighbours  to  a  high  pitch  of  excitement.  A  keg  containing  that 
mildest  of  exhilarating  beverages  known  as  biere  bilge  disappeared 
from  an  estaminet  in  Ouderdom.  As  a  result  of  suspicion  which 
attaches  to  the  nearest  troops,  all  N.C.O’s  and  men  in  rear  billets  are 
forbidden  to  leave  camp  without  permission  of  the  Sergeant  Major. 

Imperials  are  holding  all  trenches  to  the  south.  The  50th 
Division  is  on  our  right  as  far  as  Wulverghe  m  with  the  24th  in  Plug- 
street  and  the  9th  at  Armentieres. 

29th  April,  1916 

On  Easter  the  sun  shone  out  of  a  cobalt  sky  and  the  whole  green¬ 
ing  countryside  behind  our  lines  sparkled  and  shimmered  under 
its  rays.  At  half  hour  intervals  between  6  and  8  p.m.,  Nos.  4,  3,  1 
and  Headcjuarters  Sections  moved  to  the  Burgomaster’s  farm  at  Dicke- 
busch.  The  two  last  mentioned  took  over  a  row  of  sandbagged 
shelters  built  into  the  leeward  side  of  a  dyke  which  contains  the  waters 
of  Dickebusch  Take.  All  others,  including  officers,  occupied  old 
dugouts  behind  hedges  in  the  orchard.  The  buildings  are  surrounded 
by  a  moat.  They  are  of  brick,  discoloured  and  hoary  with  age.  In 
the  moss  grown  thatch  of  the  roof  are  patches  of  sprouting  wheat, 
and  along  the  ridge,  as  usual,  a  row  of  growing  plants.  The  farm  is 
said  to  have  sheltered  soldiers  of  Napoleon’s  army  as  well  as  those 
of  other  outstanding  military  leaders,  before  and  since.  Inside 
one  of  the  barns  some  have  carved  their  names  on  oak  timbers,  with 
dates  which  range  from  1746  when  the  whole  country  was  ruled  by 
Dukes  of  Austria,  to  1846  after  Leopold  I  had  been  on  the  throne  for 
15  years.  Here  are  some,  copied  at  random:  Ioannes  Dedrie  1812, 
E.  Baene  1846,  I.  R.  Charley  1817,  Jacobus  Francisvs  Bovjein, 
Icarelloywislys  Set  1746.  The  F  and  most  of  the  N’s  are  upside 
down.  Possibly  men  were  posted  here  in  troublous  times  to  protect 
from  interference  the  chief  water  supply  of  Ypres.  As  Section 
4  arrived,  the  farm  was  shelled  and  Sapper  Brooks  became  a  casualty. 
The  4th  Field  Company  moved  into  billets  at  Ouderdom. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  at  night  on  reclamation  of 
trenches  15  and  19.  Work  in  the  former  was  hampered  by  flares.  As 
no  head  cover  existed,  the  men  had  to  drop  in  their  tracks  immedi¬ 
ately  one  rose,  and  remain  frozen  until  it  burned  out.  Transition 
from  brilliant  light  to  intense  darkness  comes  with  the  abruptness 
of  a  blow,  so  that  one  is  practically  blinded  for  several  minutes,  by 
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which  time  the  operation  is  due  for  repetition.  So  close  are  the  lines 
that  flares  occasionally  dropped  behind  our  party,  and  one  continued 
to  burn  for  several  seconds  within  3  feet  of  the  officer  in  charge.  On 
conclusion  of  the  night’s  task  at  3.40  a.m.,  some  of  No.  1  Section 
had  an  unpleasant  experience.  They  had  just  started  moving  out 
across  country  when  the  enemy  elected  to  stage  a  dummy  attack 
with  bombs  and  rifle  grenades  from  Crater  3.  At  the  same  time  his 


2nd  Corporal  Stewart,  W.  J. 


gunners,  who  had  been  shelling  Dickebusch  earlier,  dropped  a  barrage 
which  trapped  the  group  as  it  blundered  into  a  thick  belt  of  wire  in 
front  of  the  Bollartbeek.  Somehow  nobody  was  hit.  An  hour  later 
the  row  subsided,  and  jaded  battery  horses  that  had  been  rushing  up 
ammunition  to  repel  an  expected  attack  were  trudging  home  in  the 
quiet  moonlight. 

At  9.40  p.m.,  on  the  24th,  Brigade  reported  a  slight  odour  of 
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chlorine,  and  gas  alarm  was  sent  out.  Machine  guns  repeatedly 
swept  Bus  House  Reserve  where  Section  4  was  working.  Sapper 
Babbit,  A.,  got  a  bullet  through  the  arm  and  a  trip  to  Blighty.  The 
18th  Battalion  relieved  the  21st.  D  company  Pioneers  worked 
partly  under  Captain  Tate  extending  the  parapet  beyond  a  block  in 
Trench  20,  and  partly  under  Lieutenant  A.  Smith  in  Estaminet 
Lane.  A  Company,  under  Lieutenants  Tracy  and  Creaghan  re¬ 
paired  damage  to  trenches  13  and  14.  In  feeling  their  way  along 
the  latter,  No.  3  Section  sappers  came  in  contact  with  a  hand,  the 
owner  of  which  had  apparently  been  buried  by  a  shell  and  his  body 
inadvertently  built  into  the  fire  step. 

The  enemy  on  the  25th,  shelled  batteries  behind  Scottish  Wood 
with  tear  gas  which  drifted  over  to  our  billets  across  the  lake.  2nd 
Corporal  Stewart,  W.  J.,  with  a  sapper  of  No.  1  Section,  made  a 
daring  and  successful  reconnaissance  in  broad  daylight  up  to  where 
trenches  15  and  16  originally  joined,  and  thence  out  into  an  old 
crater  in  No  Man’s  Land  alongside  what  had  been  the  road  to  Wyts- 
chaete.  This  was  probably  one  tEe  21st  Battalion  reached  in  a 
counter  attack  on  April  9th  which  resulted  in  the  misleading  official 
reports  of  the  10th.  Corporal  Stewart  had  intended  going  out  to 
Crater  1  but  not  having  been  in  these  trenches  before  he  missed  a  sap 
under  the  parapet  which  leads  to  it.  By  extraordinary  bad  luck  and 
to  the  deep  distress  of  every  officer  and  man  in  the  Company,  he  was 
hit  by  a  shell  coming  out  through  the  P.  and  O.  Communication 
Trench  and  died  the  same  evening  at  the  Brasserie.  His  was  the  sort 
of  serene  confidence  that  could  inspire  Browning’s  Paracelsus  to 
exclaim: 

“If  I  stoop 

Into  a  dark  tremendous  sea  of  cloud 

It  is  but  for  a  time;  I  press  God’s  lamp 

Close  to  my  breast;  It’s  splendour,  soon  or  late, 

Will  pierce  the  gloom:  I  shall  emerge  one  day.” 

Lieutenant  Page  at  night  took  charge  of  trench  work  on 
the  left  which  was  carried  on  by  Lieutenant  Galway’s  half  com¬ 
pany  of  pioneers.  The  other  half  company,  on  orders  from  the 
C.R.E.,  picked  up  3  bombers  from  the  22nd  Battalion.  One  of  these 
youths  developed  an  attack  of  hiccoughs  while  the  party  was  waiting 
for  darkness  in  trench  13.  Fearing  to  send  him  home  lest  the 
complaint  become  contagious,  the  officer  in  charge  had  recourse  to 
whispered  threats  that  Germans  were  lurking  just  outside  the  parapet. 
These  were  effective,  and,  as  it  proved,  prophetic,  since  an  hour  later 
an  enemy  patrol  actually  crept  up  to  within  15  feet  of  a  detached 
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group  of  pioneers  and  killed  one.  Lieutenant  Zammers  narrowly 
escaped  a  like  fate  when  some  25th  Battalion  infantry  labouring  under 
a  delusion  that  they  occupied  a  post  in  our  old  front  line,  threw  a  bomb 
at  him  from  behind  a  pond  in  the  rear  of  trench  16. 

Sub-Lieutenant  W.  Earle  who  left  the  Company  in  England 
for  the  R.F.C.,  was  reported  missing  on  the  26th.  2nd  Corporal 
Stewart  was  buried  at  Reninghelst.  Our  artillery  failed  to  draw 
the  enemy.  The  day  was  sultry.  Just  after  dark  an  intense  hostile 
bombardment  started  across  the  whole  front  between  Saint  Eloi  and 
Hill  60.  At  the  same  time  mines  were  blown  under  the  1st  and  2nd 
Battalions  beyond  the  Railway  cutting.  At  10.25  p.m.,  a  message 
went  through  to  Brigade  from  the  20th  Battalion,  which  was  being 
relieved  by  the  22nd,  that  the  enemy  was  attacking  Crater  1.  Eight 
minutes  later  communication  was  cut  off.  A  number  of  the  garrison 
became  casualities.  All  our  field  guns  were  in  action.  Both  pio¬ 
neer  parties  stood  to.  No  work  was  done.  Lance  Corporal  Berry  of 
Headquarters  Section,  on  the  left,  was  wounded  and  a  pioneer  was 
killed.  Shortly  after  11  the  row  quieted,  but  a  deserter  said  gas  was 
to  be  discharged  at  2  a.m.,  As  a  matter  of  fact  his  information 
proved  correct,  but  the  attack  took  place  away  to  the  south,  near 
Hulluch.  An  alarm  on  the  9th  Division  front  proved  false.  An 
officer  of  the  21st  Battalion  had  his  leg  blown  off.  The  4th  Brigade 
had  24  casualties. 

At  2.10  a.m.,  on  the  27th  the  5th  Brigade  took  over.  Lance 
Corporal  Campbell  and  Sapper  Goodwin,  after  daybreak,  crawled 
out  to  Crater  1  with  a  handlevel,  and  found  it  would  be  possible  to 
grade  the  sap  for  drainage.  At  2.30  p.m.,  hostile  gunfire  started  on 
centre,  front  and  supports,  gradually  increasing  in  intensity  until,  at 
3.30  gas,  shrapnel  and  H.E.,  shells  were  arriving  at  the  rate  of  15  per 
minute.  A  few  were  pitched  into  the  orchard  where  part  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  is  billetted.  Immediately  the  place  was  like  a  rabbit  warren 
as  loungers  scurried  for  cover.  An  officer  in  pyjamas  who  had  been 
out  all  night  popped  out  of  one  dugout,  cocked  a  startled  ear  at  an 
approaching  shell  and  dived  headfirst  into  another.  At  night  pion¬ 
eers  under  Lieutenant  Petrie  and  Captain  Galway  resumed  work  on 
trenches.  Major  Hore  Ruthven,  G.S.O.2.,  went  across  the  divisional 
front  with  Lieutenant  Weatherbe  and  turned  in  the  following  report 
to  the  G.O.C.,  on  conditions  encountered. 

“P.  and  O.  trench  rather  battered  in  near  the  bottom.  Trenches 
9  to  12  occupied  but  in  moderate  condition.  Wiring  was  going  on 
outside  these  trenches. 

“Trenches  13  and  14  were  occupied  but  are  pretty  sketchy. 
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I  think  wiring  was  going  on  here  also.  By  sketchy  I  mean  cover  and 
protection  sketchy.  Drainage  etc.  nil. 

Trench  15  is  a  post  about  10  to  15  men.  Is  fairly  easy  to  find. 
Posts  were  doing  nothing  towards  re-making  their  own  trench  and 
did  not  seem  to  approve  the  idea. 

“Pioneers  were  working  from  here  towards  trench  16  but  had 
got  rather  off  the  track  (trench  quite  obliterated)  and  were  working 
out  towards  craters.  We  corrected  this.  Pound  trench  16  with 
some  difficulty.  Would  not  have  found  it  except  for  telephone  wire 
which  was  invaluable  and  runs  along  the  back  of  15  and  16. 

“16  Post  doing  no  work.  They  also  did  not  approve  of  the  idea. 
Post  consisted  of  about  10  to  15  other  ranks,  and  an  officer.  The 
officer  led  us  to  Trench  17,  also  under  his  command.  This  is  not 
rightly  trench  17  but  is  a  trench  to  the  left  rear  of  16  and  seems  to 
be  that  marked  R.2.,  or  R.2.g.,  on  old  maps.  Again  garrison  did  not 
approve  of  working  for  their  own  safety. 

“None  of  these  garrisons  had  been  made  to  bring  up  sandbags  or 
tools.  The  next  step  was  to  trench  19  as  we  were  informed  that  there 
was  no  garrison  in  18. 

“Some  parts  of  what  must  be  trench  18  are  quite  fairly  good 
but  there  is  a  long  stretch  before  reaching  19  which  is  very  bad  in¬ 
deed.  We  lost  ourselves  at  this  point  as  trench  is  untraceable  and 
we  got,  I  think,  into  a  little  trench  running  to  Crater  No.  5  or  6. 

“We  retraced  our  steps  and  eventually  found  trench  19  and  a 
party  of  pioneers  and  a  sapper  officer  just  starting  to  work.  (12 
midnight).  The  trench  is  very  bad  and  their  task  most  difficult. 
Trench  was  then  fairly  easy  to  follow  and  gradually  grew  better.  A 
hundred  yards  from  where  we  met  the  pioneers  we  met  2  officers  of 
the  19th  Battalion  trying  to  make  sure  of  how  far  to  the  right  their 
line  extended.  They  had  a  ‘stop’  in  the  trench  and  alleged  that  that 
was  the  right  of  trench  19  and  therefore  right  of  their  battalion. 
This  ‘stop’  however  is  S.E.  of  Shelly  Farm  and  is  really,  I  think, 
the  right  of  trench  20. 

“A  good  portion  of  trench  19  will  probably  be  reclaimed  to-night 
by  the  pioneers. 

“We  then  proceeded  right  along  the  trench  to  Estaminet  Bane, 
asking  every  single  man  we  met  what  the  number  of  his  trench  was 
but  did  not  find  a  single  one  who  knew. 

“Some  of  these  trenches,  (20  to  Estaminet  Bane)  are  quite  good, 
others  are  rather  moderate  and  look  as  if  they  wanted  a  lot  of  work 
on  them.  A  considerable  amount  of  wiring  appears  to  be  going  on 
in  front  of  these  trenches.  (20  to  Estaminet  Bane.) 
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“Numerous  parties  carrying  wire  were  met  and  several  officers 
when  asked  for,  were  stated  to  be  out  wiring.  Estaminet  Lane  appears 
to  be  in  good  order. 

“We  visited  Colonel  McLaren  at  Spoilbank.  He  is  very  keen  on 
reclaiming  a  small  portion  of  the  old  support  line  which  he  says  has 
been  a  very  fine  trench  and  can  easily  be  repaired. 

“We  came  home  via  Ecluse  Trench.  It  was  being  held  by  a 
Company  of  the  24th  Battalion.’’ 

The  night  was  quiet  but  intensely  dark.  About  1  a.m.,  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Page  tripped  over  a  man’s  boot.  On  ascertaining  that  the  owner, 
though  wounded,  was  alive,  and  not  a  German  shamming  dead, 
pioneers  carried  him  back  to  a  dressing  station.  Here  he  was  identi¬ 
fied  as  Private  Stanley  Warn,  a  29th  Battalion,  Vancouver,  survivor 
of  the  German  attack  on  Craters  6  and  7,  made  eight  days  before. 
The  unfortunate  man  had  been  lying  out  in  the  mud  ever  since  and 
was  terribly  exhausted.  Before  morning  the  26th  Battalion  re¬ 
lieved  the  19th. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  hostile  counter  battery  fire  yesterday, 
also  some  shelling  of  the  pioneer  detachment  going  in  at  dusk  from 
Voormezeele  to  the  Spoil  Bank.  Five  reinforcements  arrived  from 
the  depot  and  six  more  have  since  reported.  Work  was  started  on 
Moated  Grange  machine  gun  emplacements. 

Planes  were  active  to-day.  At  4.30  p.m.,  the  enemy  unmerci¬ 
fully  shelled  the  Belgian  battery  south-west  of  Dickebusch  Lake. 
Our  Allies,  who  seemed  to  think  the  performance  most  amusing, 
sauntered  over  and  drank  beer  with  the  Burgomaster  until  it  was  all 
over.  They  then  strolled  back  and  dug  out  the  two  guns  which  had 
not  been  converted  into  scrap.  The  Burgomaster’s  house,  by  the  way, 
has  only  been  hit  by  a  single  shell,  and  that,  a  very  small  one,  may 
have  been  a  intended  for  some  other  target. 

A  clear  week  of  golden  sunshine  has  filled  the  hedges  with  tiny 
green  leaves  and  apple  trees  with  blossoms.  The  3rd  Imperial 
Division  has  relieved  the  50th  on  our  right. 

6th  May,  1916 

At  11  p.m.  on  Saturday  last  two  deserters  from  Hollandsches- 
chuur  Farm  gave  warning  of  an  impending  attack.  An  hour  and  a 
half  later  the  enemy  shelled  Bois  Carr£  on  our  front  and  started  an 
intense  bombardment  away  on  our  right.  At  1  a.m.  on  Sunday  a 
discharge  of  chlorine  was  launched  on  both  sides  of  the  Wulverghem- 
Wytschaete  Road.  It  was  followed  by  a  number  of  unsuccessful 
attacks  on  the  24th  and  3rd  Divisions.  Besides  catching  a  hundred 
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of  the  former’s  front  line  garrison,  who  were  slow  in  donning  masks, 
the  gas  drifted  back  six  miles  to  Bailleul,  bleaching  grass  and  trees  a 
sickly  yellow,  besides  overcoming  men,  horses  and  cattle.  The  V 
corps  altogether  had  400  casualties,  half  being  gassed.  The  enemy 
failed  to  destroy  our  mines. 

Shortly  after  midnight  officers  from  the  Company  marked  the 
location  of  our  old  front  line  through  trenches  17  and  18  with  tape 
working  from  either  end.  During  the  operation  one  of  them  passed 
within  a  few  yards  of  a  German  sentry,  apparently  seated  in  a  shell 
hole  and  smoking  an  uncommonly  good  cigar.  Coming  back  a  sapper 
of  No.  1  Section  fell  off  a  footbridge  and  made  the  disconcerting  dis¬ 
covery  that  the  Bollartbeek  is  five  feet  deep.  As  the  wire  guide  line 
behind  posts  15  and  16  is  now  no  longer  required,  the  body  holding  it 
in  place  was  buried. 

Sunday  was  bright  and  clear.  The  5th  Brigade  staff  having 
been  expelled  from  its  billets  by  hostile  gunfire,  moved  to  a  walled 
garden  on  the  northern  outskirts  of  Dickebusch,  but  was  again  shelled 
out  a  few  hours  later.  One  4-2  entered  the  unprotected  front  of  an 
elephant  shelter,  killing  or  maiming  all  its  occupants.  Altogether 
there  were  eleven  casualties.  Section  2,  which  had  been  coming  out 
from  Ouderdom  to  work  on  Old  Erench  Trench  and  Shelley  Bane 
with  B  Company  of  the  Pioneers  and  some  infantry,  moved  to  Dicke¬ 
busch,  relieving  Section  1.  Sappers  started  digging  shelter  trenches 
west  of  the  village  and  fortifying  houses.  There  was  a  false  alarm 
of  gas  at  10  p.m.  Headquarters  Section  had  to  evacuate  its  quarters 
in  the  dyke  to  accommodate  incoming  sections  of  the  4th  Field 
Company.  A  and  D  Pioneer  Companies,  at  night,  got  a  continuous 
front  line  trench  of  sorts  completed  across  the  gap  opposite  St.  Eloi 
craters,  that  has  existed  since  the  Division  took  over. 

May  day  was  gloriously  fine.  The  enemy  shelled  Scottish  Wood 
and  a  field  west  of  the  Burgomaster’s  farm.  Lance-Corporal  Camp¬ 
bell  succeeded,  at  considerable  risk,  in  getting  enough  spot  levels 
between  Trench  14  and  Bus  House  Reserve  to  establish  a  grade  line 
for  Convent  Lane  extension. 

During  a  thunderstorm  on  May  2nd  the  enemy  violently  bom¬ 
barded  Voormezeele,  which  is  crowded  with  troops.  Nine  pioneers 
became  casualties  when  a  shell  struck  their  dugout.  D  Company,  at 
night,  started  work  on  Convent  Lane  extension  under  Section  1.  To 
secure  all  possible  head  cover  and  at  the  same  time  maintain  the  0.2% 
grade  necessary  for  a  uniform  slope  back  from  the  front  line,  A 
frames”  are  being  sunk  so  that  the  transverse  struts  on  which  floor 
mats  rest  are  level  with  the  trench  bottom;  also  all  spoil  is  being 


116  FROM  THE  RIDEAU  TO 

thrown  out  on  the  enemy’s  side.  Ground  through  which  the  trench 
was  staked  out  had  been  indescribably  savaged  by  repeated  bombard¬ 
ments.  Everywhere  were  discarded  Ross  rifles,  bits  of  equipment, 
sandbags,  corrugated  iron,  stakes,  and  wire. 

Of  St.  Eloi  village  the  only  traces  were  some  loose  brick  and  a  bit 
of  inconspicuous  wall  above  the  underground  shelter  known  as  White 
Horse  Cellars.  Excavation  disclosed  a  number  of  spherical  voids, 
two  feet  in  diameter  and  seven  below  the  surface,  to  which  depth 
shells  of  small  calibre  with  delay  action  fuzes  had  penetrated  before 
exploding. 

The  3rd  was  cloudy.  A  31st  Battalion  garrison  was  w  ithdrawn 


Sandbag  Shextbrs  in  the;  Dykb 

from  Trench  22  under  which  listeners  report  the  enemy  can  be  heard 
at  work.  A  coal  box  plumped  into  the  yard  where  Headquarters 
Section  is  billetted.  Lieutenant  Jarvis,  who  left  the  Company  for  the 
R.A.  in  England,  was  reported  killed.  25  O.R.  were  detailed  to  work, 
daily,  under  Section  4  on  Bus  House  Reserve,  by  the  6th  Brigade. 
The  latter  completed  relief  of  the  5th  at  night  with  the  27th,  28th 
and  31st  Battalions  from  right  to  left. 

A  shower  on  the  4th  cleared  the  air,  which  had  been  hot  and 
oppressive.  B  Company  Pioneers  under  Lieutenant  H.  B.  Stuart 
had  1  killed  and  3  wounded  in  Old  French  Trench.  No  4  Section’s 
infantry  party  was  also  strafed  with  5.9’s,  two  becoming  casualties. 
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Sapper  Wiltshire  was  knocked  down  and  his  rifle  had  the  piling 
swivel  and  bayonet  stud  broken  off  by  a  splinter. 

Enemy  aircraft  flew  over  our  lines  yesterday  for  the  first  time  in 
several  days.  One  dropped  a  message  saying,  “All  Canadians  in  the 
Salient  will  be  dead  before  May  9th.” 

To-day  has  been  fine  with  a  fresh  breeze.  5.9s  failed  to  locate 
our  6-inch  howitzers,  concealed  under  the  windmill.  Lieutenant 
Page  went  on  leave.  The  Company  to-night  is  handing  over  the 
right  sector  to  the  5th  Field  Company. 

13th  May,  1916 

The  5th  Field  Company  took  over  Dickebusch  defences  on 
Sunday,  including  the  dressing  station  in  a  factory  north-west  of  the 
village,  which  our  men  had  been  making  shell  proof.  After  lunch 
the  Company  took  on  the  C.A.S.C.  at  soccer,  and  won  by  a  margin 
of  three  goals.  The  game  was  keenly  contested  in  spite  of  driving 
rain,  which  continued  throughout  the  8th.  Sections  1,  2  and  Head¬ 
quarters  with  half  the  drivers  marched  to  Reninghelst  and  were 
inoculated  for  typhoid  aud  paratyphoid.  Sections  3  and  4  took  over 
work  on  divisional  battle  headquarters,  1500  yards  south  of  Vlamer- 
tinghe,  from  the  4th  Field  Company.  The  work  consists  of  covering 
a  row  of  elephant  shelters  with  sandbags.  A  much  better  and  less 
conspicuous  result  could  have  been  obtained  had  the  steel  sections, 
in  the  first  instance,  been  sunk  six  feet  below  the  ground  surface, 
which  has  sufficient  fall  to  provide  drainage. 

The  9th  was  quiet  and  wet.  Half  the  men  were  on  the  sick  list. 
Next  day  Captain  Kennedy  called  and  punctured  the  remainder. 
One  N.C.O.  went  down  for  the  count  at  the  needle’s  prick.  Weather 
cleared  in  the  afternoon.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  shelling  between 
2  and  3  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Divisional  front,  which  the  4th  Brigade  had 
taken  over  with  the  20th,  18th  and  19th  Battalions.  Our  guns 
replied  after  dark. 

The  11th  was  exceptionally  hot.  A  party  of  convalescents 
carried  on  at  battle  headquarters.  At  night,  June  bugs  kept  buzzing 
about  rear  billets.  North  and  east  of  Ypres  a  tremendous  bombard¬ 
ment  appeared  to  be  in  progress,  though  apparently  no  attack  de¬ 
veloped. 

Both  artilleries  were  again  active  yesterday,  which  was  fine  and 
warm.  Lieutenant  Dewar  and  Sergeant  Laing  went  to  Abeele  and 
saw  one  of  the  new  de  Haviland  pusher  planes.  It  has  a  100  h.p. 
Gnome  engine  and  carries  the  observer  away  forward  and  low  down 
in  the  nose.  The  Company’s  “muddied  oafs”  and  “flannelled  fools’’ 
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kicked  the  pigskin  about  or  played  baseball.  Today  has  been 
showery.  Captain  Ellis  went  on  leave.  Voormezeele  came  in  for  a 
strafe.  The  5th  Field  Company  blew  down  the  big  brick  chimney  at 
Dickebusch  dressing  station  to  prevent  it  being  used  by  hostile 
gunners  for  registration.  Officers  and  N.C.O.’s  went  up  the  line 
to-night  preparatory  to  taking  over  again.  Recently,  it  is  said,  the 
Germans  have  been  putting  over  gas  in  two  clouds,  the  first  chiefly 
smoke  to  mask  the  second,  which  is  very  strong  chlorine.  Zeppelins 
visited  England  on  four  successive  nights  this  week. 

20th  May,  1916 

Eight  reinforcements  reported  on  Sunday.  Representatives  of 
Section  1  made  a  daylight  inspection  of  the  new  front  line  from  Spoil 
Bank  to  the  P.  and  O.  Between  trenches  18  and  17,  the  parapet  was 
down  and  the  gap  could  only  be  negotiated  au  plat  ventre.  One 
of  the  garrison  in  trench  16,  on  raising  his  head  a  few  inches  above  the 
sandbags  a  few  minutes  earlier,  had  been  instantly  killed.  The  Com¬ 
pany,  less  Section  4  and  drivers,  paraded  for  baths,  and  moved 
forward  again  to  the  Burgomaster’s  Farm.  At  6.00  p.m.,  it  relieved 
the  4th  from  the  Canal  South.  Lance  Corporal  Burwash  was  shot 
through  the  right  shoulder  while  working  in  Old  Kent  Road,  where 
excavation  is  being  made  for  steel  shelters  under  a  hedge. 

The  15th  was  wet.  Work  was  started  on  a  model  bay  in  trench 
19,  and  on  elimination  of  gaps  in  the  front  line  parapet. 

At  8.30  a.m.,  this  day  the  R.E.  blew  a  series  of  mines  on  Vimy 
Ridge  south-west  of  Givenchy  en  Gohelle.  Craters  resulting  there¬ 
from  were  occupied  by  the  25th  Division. 

The  16th  was  fine.  Hostile  aircraft  started  to  come  over  at  day¬ 
break  but  thought  better  of  it.  Lieutenant  Weatherbe  was  detailed 
to  supervise  front  line  work  and  Lieutenant  Alport,  machine  gun  em¬ 
placements  for  the  5th  Brigade.  The  latter  completed  relief  of  the 
4th  with  the  22nd,  24th  and  26th  Battalions  in  the  line  from  right  to 
left.  Arrangements  were  made  for  a  conference  at  4.00  p.m.,  daily 
in  the  Burgomaster’s  house,  between  engineer  and  infantry  officers, 
to  settle  details  regarding  work  to  be  done  each  night.  Long  after 
the  sun  had  set,  his  rays  continued  to  fill  all  the  heavens  with  a  warm 
glow  that  yielded  grudgingly  to  achromatic  light  from  a  nearly  full 
moon.  Work  parties  in  consequence  were  delayed  in  getting  away 
from  their  usual  rendezvous  behind  Voormezeele  Convent  wall. 

Beginning  on  the  17th  a  day  party  of  25  infantry  started  working 
on  Ecluse  Trench  with  10  sappers  from  the  Company.  A  Company, 
Pioneers  relieved  C  on  Voormezeele  defences;  C  took  over  maintenance 


THE  RHINE  AND  BACK 


119 


of  front  line  and  C.Ts.  Before  the  glamour  of  another  flaming  sun¬ 
set  had  quite  faded  a  bombardment  broke  out  along  the  northerly 
rim  of  the  salient. 

A  hostile  plane  dropped  a  disc  over  forward  billets  on  the  18th 
but  nothing  happened.  There  was  a  gas  alarm  shortly  after  midnight, 
and,  about  10.30  next  morning,  more  gunfire  in  the  direction  of 
Wieltje  where  the  20th  Division  relieved  a  Guards  brigade  on  the 
Canadian  Corps’  left.  Air  craft,  German  and  British,  were  out  in 
force,  some  so  high  up  as  to  be  almost  invisible.  Date  in  the  afternoon 
eight  hostile  balloons  appeared  above  the  horizon.  The  enemy 
evidently  has,  or  thinks  we  have,  trouble  brewing.  A  19th  Battalion 
work  party  filled  and  placed  2,000  sandbags  in  Shelley  Bane.  To-day 
Section  4  relieved  Section  3  in  advanced  billets  which  were  heavily 
shelled  an  hour  before  noon. 

200  men  from  the  25th  Battalion  are  working  on  the  front  line 
tonight.  The  C  trenches  at  Hooge  have  been  re-numbered. 

27th  May,  1916 

There  was  more  heavy  gunfire  on  Sunday  afternoon  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Ypres  where  the  enemy  is  said  to  have  made  several  attacks 
on  the  20th  Division.  West  of  Hill  145  on  Vimy  Ridge,  where  mines 
were  blown  a  week  ago,  he  carried  our  trenches  on  a  front  of  1,500 
yards  to  a  maximum  depth  of  400.  The  47th  Division  was  relieving 
the  25th  at  the  time.  At  6.00  that  day  the  28th  Battery  in  Scottish 
Wood  came  in  for  punishment.  Lieutenant  Calvin  reconnoitered 
the  Vijverhoek  for  a  new  bridge.  Major  Inksetter  relinquished  duties 
of  C.R.E.  on  return  of  Colonel  Hughes  from  leave. 

The  22nd  was  excessively  hot  and  showery.  Corporal  Clark, 
R.F.  was  struck  off  strength  on  appointment  to  a  commission  in  the 
3rd  Canadian  Tunnelling  Company.  About  9.00  a.m.,  the  Burgo¬ 
master’s  Farm  was  shelled.  When  one  4.2  lit  ten  feet  from  a  funk 
hole  occupied  by  two  of  the  Company’s  officers,  they  made  a  quick 
exit,  very  much  en  dishabille,  towards  better  protected  shelters  behind 
the  Lake.  A  hostile  plane,  like  some  huge  gull  with  transparent 
wings,  sailed  over,  2  miles  above  the  earth.  At  night  Lieutenant 
Page  started  digging  a  new  support  trench  between  Old  Kent  Road 
and  Estaminet  Lane  with  100  pioneers  from  A  Company.  One  was 
killed.  Other  detachments  from  C  and  D  Companies  worked  with 
sappers  on  trenches  15,  16  and  17.  A  searchlight  was  turned  on  them 
from  Crater  2.  The  31st  Battalion  supplied  a  large  party  for  work 
in  the  front  line. 

The  23rd  was  a  delightful,  warm,  sunny  day.  Nine  reinforce¬ 
ments  arrived.  New  dugouts  at  Dickebusch  were  covered  with  bricks 
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and  sodded  over.  At  10.00  a.m.,  after  the  place  was  shelled,  the 
Burgomaster  started  moving  out  some  of  his  furniture.  The  enemy 
had  his  eight  balloons  up  again. 

Horse  lines  were  moved  on  the  24th  to  make  room  for  new  stan¬ 
dard  gauge  sidings  opposite  Company  billets.  The  day  was  cloudy, 
wet  and  quiet.  Sapper  Mowat  proceeded  to  No.  2  Cadet  School  for 
a  commission  in  the  Infantry.  The  front  line  was  taken  over  by  the 
6th  Brigade  with  the  27th,  29th  and  28th  Battalions.  Work  was 
started  on  a  new  camp  half  way  along  the  road  to  Busseboom.  More 
showers  fell  on  the  25th.  Lance  Corporal  Laing,  P.A.  reported  back 
from  2nd  Army  “Maps”  to  apply  for  a  commission  in  the  1st  Tun¬ 
nelling  Company.  The  O.C.  and  Captain  Ellis  attended  a  conference 
at  C.R.E.  headquarters  to  arrange  a  new  programme  of  work.  D  and 
C  Companies,  Pioneers  worked  in  trenches  13  and  14.  Sergeants 
Emrey  and  Carson,  now  with  the  9th  Field  Company,  called  in  yester¬ 
day  to  see  their  old  associates  in  the  6th. 

Weather  cleared  to-day  but  remained  overcast.  Lieutenant 
Alport  went  on  leave.  Captain  Ellis,  Lieutenant  Dewar  and  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Calvin  went  over  trenches  north  of  the  Canal  which  the  2nd 
Division  is  taking  over.  One  outstanding  feature  is  the  long,  partly 
wooded  mound  known  as  the  Bluff.  Like  the  Spoil  Bank,  on  the  south 
side,  it  consists  of  material  excavated  years  ago  when  the  canal  prism 
was  cut  through  a  low  ridge  separating  watersheds  of  the  Lys  and 
Yser  Rivers.  It  terminates  abruptly  at  a  crater  200  feet  wide, 
blown  on  the  12th  of  February  this  year,  but  now  half  full  of  water. 

Brow  band  fringes  are  being  supplied  for  all  horses  as  a  pro¬ 
tection  from  flies.  The  Company’s  billy  goat  is  enjoying  life  but  not 
growing  much. 

3rd  June,  1916 

No.  3  Section  took  over  work  from  No.  1  on  the  28th.  No.  1 
and  Headquarters  returned  to  Ouderdom.  All  available  pioneers 
worked  on  front  and  support  lines.  Bursts  of  hostile  machine  gun 
fire  occurred  at  intervals  all  through  the  night.  At  2.00  a.m.,  there 
was  a  bombing  attack  north  of  the  Canal. 

Rum  jars  breached  the  parapet  in  trench  13  on  the  29th.  About 
10.00  a.m.,  a  hostile  plane  shot  down  one  of  ours  near  White  Horse 
Cellars,  the  pilot,  Lieutenant  E.  W.  Barrett,  R.F.C.,  being  killed. 
Pioneers  worked  as  follows:  A  Company  on  Ecluse  Trench  and  Shel¬ 
ley  Lane;  B  on  Estaminet  Lane,  Old  Kent  Road,  R  6  dugouts  and 
support  to  trench  27 ;  C  on  Brigade  Battle  Headquarters,  and  D  on 
Voormezeele  Switch  extension,  Elzenwalle  Street  extension  and  Bus 
House  Reserve.  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Julian  Byng,  who  had 
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succeeded  General  Alderson  in  command  of  the  Canadian  Corps  the 
previous  day,  visited  the  trenches.  Lieutenant  Calvin  with  Section 
4  moved  to  the  Bluff  and  relieved  a  section  of  the  3rd  Field  Company 
on  trench  work  north  of  a  line  from  Fir  Lane  to  junction  of  trenches 
30  and  31. 

It  rained  on  the  30th.  Major  Malcolm  went  on  leave.  Section 
3  joined  Section  4  at  the  Bluff  and  became  responsible  for  remainder 
of  trench  work.  The  20th  Battalion,  and  B  Company,  Pioneers  with 
one  platoon  from  D,  also  moved  in.  The  former  took  over  trenches 
29  to  32  both  inclusive  from  the  4th.  At  1.35  a.m.,  Brigadier  General 
Rennie  assumed  control  of  the  new  area  with  headquarters  in  Bedford 
House. 

The  31st  was  fine.  Section  1  relieved  Section  2  on  work  in  trench¬ 
es  24  to  28  inclusive,  south  of  the  canal.  Here  the  5th  Brigade  started 
replacing  the  6th  with  the  22nd,  24th  and  26th  Battalions  right  to 
left.  Section  1  squeezed  in  alongside  the  other  two  at  the  Bluff, 
and  Section  2  retired  to  rear  billets  with  instructions  to  work  on  roads 
and  light  railways  in  the  back  area,  sappers  going  out  nightly  by  wagon. 
Work  was  started  at  night  extending  the  support  line  south  of  the 
canal  between  Norfolk  Lane  and  Old  Kent  Road,  and  in  the  Bluff 
area  on  Davison  Lane  and  a  new  support  to  replace  the  famous 
International  Trench  which  is  a  washout. 

The  1st  of  June  was  fine  and  sunny.  Gas  Alert  warning  was  sent 
out  at  7.00  a.m.,  but  was  cancelled  about  noon  as  the  wind  shifted. 
Entrances  to  the  Crater  are  very  much  exposed  to  hostile  sniping  and 
machine  gun  fire.  To  protect  the  garrison  and  others  passing  through 
on  duty,  it  was  decided  to  mine  underground  passages  through  the  lip, 
both  from  the  Loop  and  Thames  Street  sides.  Lance  Corporals  Ritchie 
and  Goodwin,  with  half  a  dozen  sappers  from  Sections  1  and  3  were 
entrusted  with  the  task.  Except  for  a  few  shells  on  Bedford  House 
the  day  passed  quietly.  The  night  was  calm  and  intensely  dark. 

Yesterday  morning  the  sun  rose  in  a  bright  sky  which  clouded 
over  in  the  afternoon.  At  half  past  eight,  hostile  gunfire  broke  out 
somewhere  beyond  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  which  was  held  by  the  8th 
and  5th  Battalions  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  railway  cutting.  It 
gradually  increased  in  intensity,  and  towards  noon  extended  south, 
involving  both  it  and,  to  a  less  extent,  our  own  front.  No  reliable 
news  as  to  what  was  happening  could  be  obtained.  The  20th  Battal¬ 
ion  had  one  man  killed  and  14  wounded.  In  the  afternoon  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Webber,  G.S.O.l,  visited  the  trenches.  At  4.00  p.m.,  word 
was  received  that  the  enemy  had  attacked  the  8th  and  7th  Brigades 
between  trenches  51  and  58  and  that  the  situation  was  obscure. 
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Sections  in  rear  billets  stood  to  and  those  in  the  Bluff  prepared  to 
act  with  the  garrison  in  case  the  attack  spread.  At  10.45  p.m., 
Division  sent  out  the  following  report:  “Latest  reports  show  enemy 
“in  possession  of  Mount  Sorrel,  part  of  Armagh  Wood,  East  end  of 
“Observatory  Ridge  and  our  front  line  trenches  53  to  62.  Three 
“counter  attacks  are  being  made  by  1st  and  3rd  Divisions  tonight — 
“before  2.00  a.m.,  probably.  The  signal  will  be  6  green  rockets. 
“The  6th  C.I.  Brigade  in  Corps  Reserve,  the  19th  21st  and  Pioneer 
“Battalions  in  Divisional  Reserve,  and  Field  Companies  will  be  ready 
“to  move  at  two  hours  notice  after  3.00  a.m.,  tomorrow.  No  reference 
“to  this  message  to  be  sent  over  wires  east  of  Bedford  House.”  At 
7.00  p.m.,  the  4th  Brigade  front  was  calm  and  sappers  proceeded 
with  night  work  on  trenches.  Elsewhere  the  salient  reverberated 
to  the  crash  and  roar  of  shells  coming  and  going.  All  eyes  watched 
flares  rising  on  our  left,  and  tried  to  estimate  points  from  which  they 
originated.  There  was,  however,  no  intense  bombardment  until 
7.00  this  morning  when  our  first  barrage  came  down.  It  was  repeated 
an  hour  later,  but  results  of  our  counter-attack  were  unknown  until 
this  evening.  Early  reports  it  now  appears  were  too  optimistic,  and 
although  the  Battalions  involved,  the  7th,  15th,  14th,  49th  and  60th 
had  some  initial  success  the  assault  was  not  pressed.  P.P.C.L.I.  are 
said  to  be  still  holding  out  in  Warrington  Road.  Their  gallant  comman¬ 
der,  Colonel  Buffer,  has  been  killed,  fighting  with  his  men  in  the  front 
line,  where  he  said  he  wished  to  be  in  case  of  attack.  Generals  Mercer 
and  Williams  are  missing,  as  is  Colonel  Ussher  of  the  4th  C.M.R. 
Colonels  Shaw  and  Baker  of  the  1st  and  5th  C.M.R.  are  dead.  Cas¬ 
ualties  to  other  officers  and  among  the  rank  and  file  are  known  to  be 
heavy.  During  the  day,  Section  1  placed  charges  under  bridges 
Nos.  21  to  29  inclusive.  Nos.  24,  25  and  26  were  repaired  by  Head¬ 
quarters  Section. 

10th  June,  1916 

Those  who  had  been  consoling  themselves  for  our  second  reverse 
in  as  many  months  with  the  comforting  reflection  “Thank  God  we 
have  a  navy”  received  a  rude  shock  when  the  first  depressing  report 
of  Jutland  was  given  out.  Even  before  its  arrival,  the  enemy  set 
a  dog  across  No  Man’s  Land  on  the  24th  Division  front  with  a  mesage 
which  read  “We  have  sunk  four  of  your  battle  cruisers.  Prosit!” 

Sunday  was  quiet,  fine  and  cool.  Section  2  got  bridges  27,  28 
and  29  ready  for  emergency  traffic.  The  support  trench  astride  Old 
Kent  Road  was  finished. 

At  4.00  p.m.,  on  Monday  the  enemy  damaged  our  front  line  north 
of  the  Crater.  With  an  expenditure  of  200  5.9s  and  many  rum  jars, 
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1.  Junction  of  The  Pollock  and  Bean 

2.  Sergeant  Hooke,  H.  W.,  M.M. 
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he  also  killed  two  of  the  garrison  and  wounded  two.  One  of  those 
killed  was  an  officer.  At  night  the  9th  British  Brigade  (3rd  Division) 
relieved  the  5th  C.I.  Brigade  south  of  the  Canal.  The  4th  took  over 
remainder  of  the  front  thence  to  the  railway  cutting,  sending  in  the 
18th  Battalion  to  relieve  the  20th,  and  the  19th  to  take  over  trenches 
33  to  38  (inclusive)  from  the  8th.  The  28th  was  moved  across  the 
salient  to  relieve  the  R.C.R.  in  Hooge  which  was  now  more  than  ever 
in  the  air.  In  between,  the  1st,  2nd,  43rd  and  31st  Battalions  occupied 
our  new  front  line  which  runs  back  from  the  old  to  the  south  corner 
of  Square  Wood,  and  thence  via  Rudkin  House,  east  edge  of  Maple 
Copse,  Durham  Bane,  the  R.S.  line  and  Regent  Street  to  the  Culvert. 
Headquarters  Section  came  out  from  Ouderdom  to  relieve  Section  4. 
Section  1  handed  over  work  south  of  the  Canal  to  the  R.E.  and  took 
over  that  in  trenches  occupied  by  the  19th  Battalion.  These  latter, 
are  generally  on  high  ground  and  in  good  condition.  In  crossing  a 
ravine  near  Rat  Alley  they  recede  in  a  sharp  re-entrant.  Other  C.T’s., 
are  the  Diagonal,  the  Drive,  Dean’s  Gate,  Thorne  Street,  and  Petti¬ 
coat  Bane.  Bieutenant  MacPherson  started  wiring  tunnels  in  the 
Bluff  for  electric  light. 

The  wind  blew  with  great  force  bringing  clouds  and  rain  which 
continued  until  noon  on  the  6th.  An  hour  and  a  half  after  clearing, 
a  tremendous  hostile  bombardment  began  all  around  the  Salient. 
Shelling  was  particularly  severe  on  the  batteries  about  Gunners 
Bodge,  Blauwe  Poort  Farm,  and  Bankhof  Chateau.  While  it  was 
at  its  height  ammunition  limbers  were  observed  dashing  up,  wheeling 
round  to  unload,  and  galloping  off.  An  unusually  heavy  concussion 
which  shook  the  foundations  of  Bedford  House  about  2.00  p.m., 
proved  later  to  have  been  caused  by  four  mines  exploded  under 
trenches  71,  72  and  73  in  Hooge;  practically  one  whole  company  of 
the  28th  Battalion  being  wiped  out. 

In  the  meantime  the  enemy  had  been  banging  away  at  our  own 
trenches  with  rum  jars.  One  fell  on  a  Bewis  gun  at  the  south  junction 
of  the  Pollock  and  Bean,  burying  it  and  its  crew,  who  were  all  killed, 
under  a  makeshift  shelter  of  corrugated  iron,  beams  and  sandbags. 
The  garrison  of  the  post  at  the  north  junction  escaped  a  similar  fate 
by  shifting  over  to  the  left.  At  3.15,  under  cover  of  a  box  barrage, 
hostile  infantry  entered  the  Pollock.  A  party  of  six,  on  being  spotted 
outside  the  parapet,  and  fired  on  from  the  Boop,  dashed  back  and  threw 
themselves  headfirst  into  their  own  trench.  Others  were  driven  off 
by  bombers  of  the  18th  and  20th  Battalions.  No  identifications 
were  secured,  but  one  big  bareheaded  Bosehe  who  fired  on  our  men 
before  fleeing  was  observed  to  be  sporting  a  uniform  with  red  epaul- 
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ettes.  About  7 .00  p.m.,  an  officer  from  the  Company  crawled  through 
the  Bean  and  found  the  place,  except  for  a  single  sentry  unoccupied 
and  in  an  awful  mess.  A  brand  new  stick  bomb  which  the  enemy 
had  abandoned  was  brought  back  as  a  souvenir. 

Previous  to  the  13th  of  February,  the  Bean  formed  a  salient  in 
the  German  front  line.  It  contains  two  concrete  shelters,  useless  to 
us  since  their  entrances  face  the  wrong  way  and  are  under  hostile 
observation.  Intact  despite  subsequent  bombardments,  their  massive 
construction  appeared  strikingly  impressive  in  contrast  to  the  miser¬ 
able  wreck  under  which  our  Lewis  gunners  lay  buried.  As  a  result  of 
the  afternoon's  strafe  the  4th  Brigade  had  seven  killed  and  27  wounded. 


German  Concrete  Shelter,  The  Bean 


Infantry  and  engineers  worked  hard  all  through  the  night  re¬ 
pairing  damage.  Remnants  of  the  28th  Battalion  garrison  of  Hooge 
were  withdrawn  and  the  R.S.  trench  became  our  foremost  line,  the 
Culvert  being  retained  as  an  outpost. 

The  7th  was  fine  with  a  strong  west  wind.  News  of  Lord  Kitch¬ 
ener’s  death  was  received.  Corporal  Morrison  A.M.,  who  earlier 
in  the  week  had  been  awarded  the  D.C.M.,  was  granted  a  commission 
and  posted  to  the  5th  Field  Company.  Lance  Corporal  Scott,  C.C., 
was  awarded  the  Military  Medal.  Our  CO  pounders  played  the  mis¬ 
chief  with  the  enemy’s  new  front  line.  Two  re-inforcements  reported. 
Captain  Ellis  attended  a  conference  of  Os.C.  at  C.R.E.  Headquarters. 
At  night  Lieutenant  Calvin  reconnoitred  the  country  from  Norfolk 
Lodge  to  the  railway  for  a  new  first  reserve  line,  and  Lieutenant  Dewar, 
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that  in  rear  for  an  extension  of  Ecluse  Trench  to  Zillebeke.  Work 
was  started  on  the  former,  next  night,  by  C.  Company,  Pioneers 
under  Lieutenant  McGhie,  when  550  yards  of  the  most  exposed 
northern  end  was  dug.  There  were  few  casualties  from  machine  gun 
bullets,  the  only  one  from  the  Company  being  Sapper  Fanning  who 
was  shot  through  the  thigh,  and  as  he  was  being  carried  out,  a  second 
time  in  the  foot.  The  O.C.  returned  from  leave. 

It  rained  yesterday  but  cleared  in  the  afternoon  when  Bedford  x 
House  was  shelled.  All  work  was  ordered  to  cease  at  1.00  a.m., 
Half  an  hour  later  a  savage  artillery  strafe  by  our  heavies  sent  sheafs 
of  rockets  rising  in  wild  appeal  from  the  enemy.  The  demonstration, 
was  repeated  at  6.30  this  evening. 

Weather  to-day  opened  with  thunder  and  rain  but  is  now  fine 
Germans  near  Verdun  have  captured  Fort  Vaux. 

17th  June,  1916 

The  11th  was  misty  and  damp,  clearing  at  intervals.  For  half 
an  hour  in  the  afternoon  our  heavies  kept  up  another  intense  bom¬ 
bardment.  The  enemy  retaliated  with  woolly  bears,  white,  yellow 
and  black.  The  20th  and  21st  Battalions  relieved  the  other  two. 
Headquarters  section  removed  German  loophole  plates  from  the  old 
International  which  was  never  consolidated  after  its  recapture  by  the 
3rd  Division.  The  plates  are  slightly  concave  in  front  and  have  hin¬ 
ged  wings  and  a  base  to  protect  the  observer.  Section  4  with  125 
pioneers  and  Section  1  with  80  infantry  extended  Rennie  Street,  as 
the  new  reserve  trench  is  called.  Sections  2  and  3  wdth  250  pioneers 
and  as  many  infantry  dug  a  long  stretch  of  the  2nd  reserve  line.  The 
enemy  was  alert  and  sent  up  many  flares.  Rain  started  to  fall  again 
about  midnight  and  continued,  on  and  off,  for  the  next  36  hours. 

Section  3  returned  to  rear  billets  on  the  12th.  News  of  a  great 
Russian  victory  and  the  capture  of  Lutsk  was  received  by  wireless. 
Work  was  cancelled  at  night,  and,  as  the  prelude  to  our  long  prepared 
counter  offensive,  a  preliminary  bombardment  took  place  before  dark. 
At  12.45  a.m.,  on  the  13th,  all  our  guns  and  trench  mortars  started 
firing  again  and  kept  going  as  hard  as  they  could  for  three  quarters 
of  an  hour.  On  the  4th  Brigade  front,  480  Stokes  bombs  and  80  plum 
puddings  were  lobbed  over  in  20  minutes.  At  1.30  a.m.,  the  3rd, 
16th  and  13th  Battalions,  advanced  behind  a  tempest  of  gun  fire  and 
re-occupied  all  of  our  old  front  line  as  far  north  as  Bydand  Avenue, 
except  for  a  section  on  the  1st  Brigade  front  which  was  regained  the 
following  night.  Lance  Corporal  Rogers,  W.C.  left  for  Shorncliffe  and 
a  commission  in  the  Canadian  Engineers. 
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Weather  was  unsettled  and  remained  showery  on  the  14th,  when 
summer  time  came  into  effect.  125  pioneers  worked  after  dark  on 
the  new  International  which  one  of  our  N.C.O’s  taped  out.  The 
party  had  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded.  Another  lot  extended 
Rennie  Street.  The  night  was  marked  by  a  bright  moon,  many  flares 
and  much  machine  gun  fire. 

The  15th  was  wet.  On  completion  of  work  at  midnight  Section 
2  relieved  Section  1.  Company  wagons  waited  until  1.45  a.m.,  to 
take  the  latter  back  to  Ouderdom. 

Yesterday  was  fine  and  sunny.  A  few  planes  came  over  and  the 
enemy  had  his  balloons  up.  Bedford  House  was  shelled  at  4.30  p.m. 
Twelve  men  from  Section  4  came  out  to  extend  galleries  occupied 
by  the  Company  at  the  Bluff.  The  4th  Field  Company  took  over 
work  on  37-S.  It  lost  its  two  sappers  killed  going  in.  Section  1 
supplied  a  guide  to  show  its  officer  the  way.  Wiring  in  front  of  the 
New  International  by  Headquarters  Section  and  60  pioneers  was  ham¬ 
pered  by  flares,  and  a  couple  of  Dance  Corporal  Meek’s  party  were 
hit  by  stray  bullets.  Very  heavy  firing  started  away  on  our  left  about 
10.00  p.m.,  and  again  at  midnight  when  it  spread  to  the  Salient. 
Gas  is  said  to  have  been  discharged  down  south.  On  orders  from  the 
infantry  commander  everyone  at  the  Bluff  stood  to  until  3.00  a.m. 

This  has  been  another  perfect  June  day.  Lieutenant  Page,  who 
went  back  to  rear  billets  on  the  9th  has  relieved  Lieutenant  Mac- 
Pherson  on  work  in  the  forward  area. 

24th  June,  1916 

Sunday  was  the  104th  anniversary  of  Waterloo.  We  continued 
to  get  on  with  the  present  war  in  our  own  dull  way.  The  18th  and 
19th  Battalions,  going  up  for  their  six  days  “in,”  provided  a  strange 
analogy  between  conditions  then  and  now.  No  longer  do  regiments 
in  a  thin  red  line  sweep  on  to  meet  the  foe.  Nowadays  troops  strive 
to  move  without  attracting  attention,  filing  up  to  the  trenches  under 
cover  of  darkness,  crawling  about  beyond  om  wire  on  all  fours,  or 
advancing  circumspectly  in  rare  instances  behind  a  barrage.  Sweep¬ 
ing  is  attended  to  by  machine  guns.  On  this  occasion  it  was  due, 
rather  to  a  favourable  angle  of  incidence  in  the  moonlight  than  to 
any  lack  of  vigilance  on  the  enemy’s  part,  that  his  nettoyage  failed 
to  account  for  sappers  of  No.  2  and  Headquarters  Sections,  moving 
about  above  ground. 

The  following  night  was  overcast  with  a  thin  rain.  125  pioneers 
extended  the  New  International  from  Davison  Lane  to  the  Wynde. 
There  were  great  numbers  of  flares,  many  bursts  of  shrapnel  and 
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two  gas  alarms, — both  false.  Sniping,  fortunately,  was  aimed  high. 
After  midnight  a  solitary  plane  flew  over. 

The  20th  was  fine  with  a  west  wind.  A  dozen  No.  3  Section  sap¬ 
pers  came  out  and  took  over  excavation  in  tunnels  from  No.  4  which, 
in  turn,  relieved  Headquarters  on  trench  work.  The  latter  returned, 
in  the  early  hours,  to  Ouderdom.  King’s  weather,  appropriately 
enough,  prevailed  on  the  21st.  Aircraft  stayed  aloft  for  hours  in  the 
afterglow  of  a  gorgeous  sunset  which  the  solstitial  twilight  was  slow 
to  extinguish.  It  was,  in  fact,  eleven  before  a  4th  Brigade  party  re¬ 
ported  for  work  in  the  trenches. 

The  22nd  was  warm  and  windless.  The  enemy  directed  a  shoot 
against  our  batteries  concealed  near  Bedford  House.  Two  of  our 
planes  accounted  for  one  of  his.  After  dark  another  of  ours  dropped 
a  new  sort  of  phosphorus  bomb.  It  burst  in  the  air,  discharging  a 
great  cloud  of  luminous  smoke  which  expanded  until  a  whole 
section  of  sky  appeared  to  be  on  fire  and  then  gradually  faded 
out  in  a  shower  of  incandescent  rain.  At  10  there  was  another 
gas  alert  warning.  Machine  gun  fire  along  the  Corps  front  was  again 
something  damnable.  A  working  party  under  1st  Division  engineers 
north  of  the  railway  cutting  is  said  to  have  suffered  heavy  loss. 
Shortly  after  midnight  Corporal  Brown  W.S.  was  instantly  killed  by 
a  bullet  through  the  neck.  He  was  a  member  of  the  1915  Science 
class  at  Varsity,  one  of  the  Section  4’s  most  promising  N.C.O’s  and 
an  almost  certain  candidate  for  commissioned  rank  had  he  lived. 
Burial  took  place  yesterday  at  Reninghelst.  An  angry  sunrise  had 
been  followed  by  thunder,  but  rain  held  off  long  enough  for  the 
baseball  nine  to  annex  the  big  end  of  an  8-2  score  from  the  1st  Field 
Company.  Sergeant  Hooke  moved  up  to  the  trenches  with  the  rest 
of  Section  3  which  to-day  is  taking  over  front  line  work  from  Section 
2.  The  latter  will  continue  burrowing  into  the  Bluff  to  provide  more 
accommodation.  Excavation  has  been  made  for  a  cut  and  cover 
dugout  just  back  of  its  summit  above  the  Wynde.  10  by  10  inch 
posts  are  being  used  for  the  frame  which,  when  braced,  bolted,  spanned 
with  I  beams,  and  roofed  with  flat  elephant  iron  under  ten  feet  of 
soil,  is  expected  to  withstand  all  but  the  heaviest  shell  fire. 

Yesterday  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rogers  of  the  18th  Battalion  as¬ 
sumed  temporary  command  of  the  4th  Brigade.  The  6th  moved  in 
across  the  canal,  relieving  the  8th  Imperial  Brigade, 
i  General  Mercer’s  body  has  been  found  and  buried.  Com¬ 
missions  have  been  granted  to  Lance  Corporal  Laing  P.A.,  in 
the  2nd,  and  Corporal  Clarke,  R.E.,  in  the  3rd  Canadian  Tunnel¬ 
ling  Company. 


The  RHINE  AND  BACK 


129 


1  he  gas  attack  opposite  Kemmel  last  week  is  said  to  have  caused 
900  casualties  to  the  divisions  involved. 

1st  July,  1916 

Except  for  a  shower,  Sunday  was  fine.  Sections  in  rear  billets 
paraded  for  divine  service  on  the  football  field.  Following  a  report 
that  the  enemy  is  mining  under  the  Pollock  and  the  Bluff  Crater, 
our  heavies  bombarded  his  trenches  between  04a24  and  134d49  for 
20  minutes.  Orders  were  received  from  the  G.O.C.  that  King  Street, 
New  Year’s  Support,  The  International  and  Davison  Lane  had  to  be 
prepared  for  immediate  defensive  occupation.  The  work  was  put  in 


Elephant  Shelters  Covered  with  Spoil  from  Bluff  Tunnels 

hand  forthwith,  and  material  to  repair  damage  got  ready  in  R.E. 
dumps.  At  night  garrisons  in  the  threatened  areas  were  thinned  out. 

Next  day,  while  the  enemy  had  a  whole  row  of  kite  ballons  up, 
one  of  our  de  Haviland  pushers  breezed  over  and  shot  down  one  in 
flames.  Three  descended  of  their  own  accord.  The  observer  in  the 
one  destroyed  narrowly  escaped  being  roasted  alive,  when  blazing 
wreckage  passed  his  parachute  in  mid-air.  Notification  being  re¬ 
ceived  that  the  20th  and  21st  Battalions  would  carry  out  a  raid,  work 
parties  were  cancelled  and  only  ration  wagons  allowed  to  approach  the 
front.  Our  guns  were  going  all  out  but  rain  came  down  in  torrents 
and  the  show  was  postponed  24  hours  for  other  reasons. 
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Rain  and  mist  continued  at  intervals  next  day.  Section  3,  in 
blissful  ignorance  of  the  enemy’s  underground  workings,  began 
converting  the  Pollock  Drain  into  a  new  front  line  to  connect  the 
Bean  and  Loop.  After  dark  raiders  started  across  No  Man’s  Land, 
but  their  intended  victims  were  wiring  and  had  an  alert  covering  party 
out  in  front.  The  affair  was  therefore  called  off,  after  the  20th  had 
lost  several  men  including  an  officer,  Lieutenant  Anderson,  killed. 
The  5th  Brigade  completed  relief  of  the  6th  south  of  the  Canal. 
No.  1  Section,  after  laying  out  a  reproduction  of  the  German  trenches 
and  craters  opposite  Saint  Eloi  in  a  hay  field  near  Reninghelst,  started 
relieving  No.  2  on  tunnels,  half  a  section  at  a  time. 

Sunshine  and  oppressive  heat,  sandwiched  between  showers  at 
dawn  and  dusk  featured  the  weather  menu  on  the  28th.  Hostile 
activity  was  normal.  Sapper  Edwards  was  wounded  but  returned 
to  duty.  Some  of  Headquarters  Section  under  Lieutenant  Mac- 
Pherson,  at  the  end  of  the  day,  came  out  and  replaced  Lieutenant 
Calvin  on  trench  work. 

There  was  a  battalion  relief  on  the  29th.  The  odd  shell  fell 
near  advanced  billets,  where  eight  drivers,  stripped  to  the  waist, 
assisted  No.  1  Section  in  an  attempt  to  better  the  record  of  No.  2, 
excavating  and  placing  mine  sets.  Spoil,  instead  of  being  wasted, 
was  used  to  cover  a  large  elephant  shelter,  sunk  to  within  a  foot  or 
two  of  water  level  opposite  the  gallery  entrance. 

At  night,  to  observers  on  high  ground  above  Fir  Lane,  smoulder¬ 
ing  fires  of  unrest,  never  in  the  Salient  entirely  quenched,  seemed 
about  to  burst  out  once  more  into  open  conflagration.  The  first 
eruption  appeared  about  midnight.  It  was  followed  by  a  terrific  row 
accompanied  by  many  flares  and  much  gunfire  in  the  direction  of 
Hooge,  which  is  said  to  have  been  due  to  brutal  and  licentious  soldiery 
of  the  20th  Division  raiding  Bellewaarde  Farm  and  rounding  up  its 
bucolic  inhabitants  to  the  number  of  three  score  and  ten.  The  third 
outbreak  occurred  at  2.30  a.m.,  away  to  the  south.  There  the  24th 
Division,  taking  advantage  of  a  light  west  wind,  gave  the  Hun  a  double 
dose  of  his  own  medicine,  putting  over  gas  twice,  following  the  second 
administration  with  a  personal  visit  and  bringing  back  a  number  of 
patients  who  had  escaped  treatment. 

The  last  day  of  June  was  fine  for  the  most  part.  Headquarters 
Section  while  cleaning  out  one  of  the  German  concrete  machine  gun 
shelters  in  the  Bean  uncovered  some  remains  of  its  late  occupants. 
The  5th  Brigade  was  scheduled  to  go  over  the  top  so  work  parties 
were  ordered  to  be  clear  of  our  trenches  at  midnight.  A  half  company 
of  pioneers  was  detailed  to  dig  slits  off  Thames  Street. 
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Some  (more;  or  less)  Stile  Life  Studies 
1.  Q.M.  Store  guardians.  2.  Napoleon  at  Boulogne,  a  souvenir  of  leave. 
3.  Dickebusch  Mill  being  shelled.  4.  A  big  ’un  in  Hedge  Row.  5.  Convent 
Lane.  6.  Trench  31-R.  7.  Behind  Rstaminet  Lane.  8.  The  Pollock  Drain. 

9.  The  new  C.  C. 
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To-day  is  Dominion  Day.  At  noon  our  guns  fired  three  salvos 
to  celebrate  the  occasion.  The  enemy’s  acknowledgment  arrived 
at  Bedford  House  just  in  time  to  greet  General  Rennie  on  his  return 
from  leave.  Headquarters  Section  tonight,  is  wiring  the  new  Inter¬ 
national. 

8th  July,  1916 

Ideal  midsummer  conditions,  unbroken  save  for  occasional  show¬ 
ers  on  the  6th  and  7th,  have  lasted  throughout  the  week.  Up  in 
sun  drenched  Verbrandenmolen,  where  the  newly  dug  reserve  trench 
winds  about  ruins  of  an  ancient  windmill  before  swinging  back  along 
the  railway  cutting,  air  is  heavy  with  incense  from  old  rose  gardens. 
At  night  stars  shine  distantly  in  a  velvet  sky,  and  all  around  the 
Salient  soft  flares  keep  shooting  up  to  unfold  and  fade  like  ghostly 
flowers  from  some  other  world.  From  time  to  time  the  calm  is  broken 
by  muffled  traversing  of  a  machine  gun  over  in  Sanctuary  Wood. 
Others,  closer  at  hand,  take  up  the  challenge  and  bark  in  staccato 
reply.  Then,  one  by  one,  they  drop  out  and  the  Salient  relapses  for 
a  space  into  unaccustomed  silence. 

On  the  2nd  an  18th  Battalion  patrol  found  a  couple  of  Mauser 
rifles  in  a  hostile  listening  post  opposite  the  Crater.  It  was  decided 
to  try  and  round  up  the  owners  in  an  attack  to  be  delivered  simultane¬ 
ously  with  one  by  the  2nd  Brigade  on  our  left.  Work  parties  were 
accordingly  cancelled.  Our  heavies,  in  the  meantime,  tried  to  knock 
the  top  off  Mount  Sorrel.  On  the  night  of  the  3rd — 4th,  however,  the 
wind  was  wrong  and  the  enemy  alert,  so  the  raid  had  to  be  postponed. 
On  the  4th  Section  2  started  in  to  make  a  new  tunnelling  record. 
Snipers  had  the  gallery  entrance  taped  and  succeeded  in  scoring  on 
three  victims,  all  from  the  P.B.I.  Section  1  transferred  its  labours  to 
the  trenches  and  Section  3  went  back  to  Ouderdom.  The  6th  Brigade 
relieved  the  4th  in  the  Bluff  area  so  sappers  worked  alone. 

Next  day  an  officer  of  the  garrison  had  half  his  head  blown 
off,  entering  the  Crater.  An  infantry  party  turned  up  without  gloves, 
so  our  wiring  programme  was  all  shot. 

On  the  6th  there  was  a  certain  liveliness  down  south  where  the 
24th  Division  again  raided  the  Hun.  Men  furnished  by  the  old 
reliable  27th  Battalion  put  in  a  lot  of  useful  work. 

Last  night  while  digging  in  the  new  trench  which  cuts  diagonally 
across  the  skyline  connecting  Thames  Street  with  the  Wynde,  Sapper 
Swan  received  a  nasty  gunshot  wound  in  the  shoulder.  Corporal 
Medlen  submitted  a  report  on  condition  of  the  Canal  to  the  O.C. 
There  is  another  strafe  in  progress  tonight.  Heavies  are  banging 
away  and  work  once  more  is  cancelled. 
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In  the  big  push  which  started  a  week  ago,  French  and  British 
armies  broke  through  the  German  1st  line  of  defence  on  a  front  of 
14  miles  between  the  roads  from  Amiens  to  St.  Quentin  and  Bapaume. 
Our  Allies  took  Estrees,  Dompierre,  Assevillers,  Flaucourt,  Herbecourt, 
Frise,  Curlu  and  Hardecourt  almost  in  their  stride.  Montauban, 
Mametz  and  Fricourt  fell  to  the  British  Fourth  Army,  and  Fa  Boisselle 
has  since  been  cleared.  Heavy  fighting  is  now  in  progress  at  Contal- 
maison  and  Mametz  Wood.  Between  Ovillers  and  Gommecourt 
initial  gains  had  to  be  relinquished. 

15th  July,  1916 

Desperate  attempts  on  the  enemy’s  part  to  arrest  further  en¬ 
croachments  of  the  Allied  forces  astride  the  Somme  are  reflected  in 
apparent  relaxation  of  his  efforts  elsewhere.  Papers  are  full  of 
yesterdays  advance  which  tore  a  gap  in  the  German  2nd  line  from 
Bazentin  le  Petit  to  Delville  Wood.  Thence  our  own  line  now  runs 
due  south  to  a  junction  with  the  French,  who  hold  Hem  and  Biaches. 
At  Verdun  the  Bosche  is  conceded  to  have  shot  his  bolt.  Ypres  has 
virtually  been  dropped  from  the  official  dispatches. 

Indications  are  not  wanting,  however,  that  trouble  is  still  brewing 
in  this  region.  For  one  thing,  our  opponents  opposite  are  more  than 
usually  vigilant.  Their  machine  gunners  on  Saturday  night  held  up 
the  1st  Division’s  second  attempt  to  clear  Mount  Sorrel.  Next 
morning  their  observation  balloons  appeared  in  an  unbroken  semi¬ 
circle  above  the  horizon  for  the  first  time  since  the  26th  of  June. 
A  demonstration  by  our  trench  mortars  from  10.30  p.m.,  to  midnight, 
in  support,  possibly,  of  a  2nd  Division  gas  attack,  or  of  3rd  Rifle 
Brigade  raiders  who  crossed  the  wire  in  No  Man’s  Land  opposite 
Spanbroekmolen  on  cocoa  matting,  brought  heavy  bursts  of  shrapnel 
which  dispersed  Corporal  Miller’s  28th  Battalion  wiring  party. 
Since  then  300  shells  have  fallen  in  Poperinghe,  75%  fortunately 
duds. 

On  our  side  uneasiness  over  the  situation  below  ground  is  still 
in  evidence.  On  Thursday  orders  were  issued  to  rush  completion  of 
trenches  30-S  and  31-S,  by  which  numbers  the  new  International 
is  designated.  Back  at  Reninghelst  finishing  touches  have  been  put 
to  practice  trenches  for  rehearsing  recapture  of  the  St.  Floi  craters, 
and  the  C.R.F  is  experimenting  with  a  device  for  opening  up  a  six  foot 
trench  by  the  explosion  of  ammonal  in  a  long  three-inch  pipe  drilled 
horizontally  under  ground. 

A  series  of  reliefs  began  on  Monday  night,  when  Section  3  for¬ 
sook  it’s  place  in  the  sun  amid  the  ripening  wheat  fields  of  Ouderdom 
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and  Busseboom  for  more  or  less  strenuous  labour  in  dim  obscurity 
of  the  Bluff  tunnels.  Wagons  waited  at  Cafe  Beige  until  3.00  a.m., 
for  sappers  returning  overland  via  Bedford  House  and  Chateau 
Segard  after  their  night’s  work.  Ten,  later,  relieved  a  like  number 
of  drivers,  recalled  to  attend  to  their  legitimate  duties. 

No.  1  Section  came  back  on  Thursday  to  beat  the  2nd  Army 
Troops  Company,  8-2,  at  baseball,  leaving  No.  2  with  a  permanent 
work  party  of  25  infantry,  and  No.  4,  to  carry  on  in  the  trenches. 
Sappers  Brown  E.R.  and  Chapman  A.W.  of  the  latter  have  just  been 
wounded;  the  former,  slightly,  in  the  leg,  and  the  latter,  severely,  in 
the  knee. 

Showers  fell  on  the  10th,  13th  and  14th;  otherwise  the  weather 
has  been  fine. 

22nd  July,  1916 

To  a  casual  observer  much  hostile  activity  that  breaks  out  along 
the  front  must  appear  meaningless.  Those  who  take  the  trouble 
to  investigate  know  gunners  seldom  fire  without  a  reasonable  expect¬ 
ation  of  either  damaging  the  person  or  works  of  the  enemy  or  of 
preventing  his  occupying  a  certain  locality.  Comparative  immunity 
of  old  soldiers  is  ascribed  to  their  subconscious  avoidance  of  pro¬ 
bable  targets.  On  sentry  duty,  wiring,  digging  or  repairing  trenches, 
they  of  course  must  take  their  chance  with  the  rest.  In  view  of  the 
character  and  amount  of  certain  work  required  in  the  Bluff  area  and 
of  interest  its  performance  appears  to  have  excited  over  the  way,  it  is 
rather  surprising  that  the  Company  has  been  able  to  conclude  its 
labours  there  at  the  expense  of  only  two  additional  casualties.  These 
occurred  on  the  16th  when  Sappers  Russell  and  Davis  were  caught  by 
the  lash  of  some  wicked  bursts  of  shrapnel,  the  former  getting  it  in  the 
neck  and  shoulder  and  the  latter  in  the  leg. 

Progress  was  made  on  flooring  and  revetting.  Section  4  got  tim¬ 
bers  in  place  for  the  big  M.G.  shelter  above  the  Wynde.  Tunnel 
No.  102  was  joined  up  with  those  occupied  by  the  Company  and  one 
of  the  latter  broken  through  to  the  Canal  above  Lock  6. 

Thereafter,  at  a  conference  with  the  C.R.E-,  it  was  decided  to 
close  down  all  work  on  galleries,  board  up  dead  ends,  and  begin 
construction  on  a  series  of  underground  chambers  in  the  north-east 
face  of  the  Spoil  Bank.  The  largest  of  these,  which  was  started  two 
days  later  by  Section  1  and  a  C.A.M.C.  work  party,  is  to  become  a 
dressing  station  with  capacity  for  200  stretcher  cases.  Of  others 
three,  each  to  house  five  200  gallon  tanks  for  a  reserve  water  supply, 
were  got  under  way  by  Headquarters  Section. 

Following  a  day  of  sunshine  and  showers,  during  which  the  4th 


THE  RHINE  AND  BACK 


135 


Brigade  relieved  the  5th  in  the  St.  Eloi  Sector,  weather  on  the  17th 
was  dull  and  sultry.  No.  2  Section  went  back  to  Ouderdom. 

Before  dawn  on  the  18th,  a  tremendous  racket  broke  out  away 
over  on  our  left.  Some  unprincipled  miscreants  belonging  to  the  7th 
Brigade  appear  to  have  perpetrated  an  act  sufficiently  far  outside 
the  ordinary  decencies  of  civilized  warfare  to  justify  even  the  spasm 
of  uncontrolled  anger  it  produced.  Having,  during  the  night,  erected 
a  barricade  40  yards  beyond  “Crab  Crawl,”  these  lost  souls,  to  save 
themselves  the  troubles  of  wiring  it,  detached  a  section  of  the  enemy’s 
entanglement  from  its  anchorage,  and  hauled  it  across  to  their  side 
of  No  Man’s  Land  with  ropes.  Just  and  unjust  alike  suffered  from 
the  retaliation  which  followed  ;  Lankhof  Chateau  and  its  concealed 
guns  being  unmercifully  crumped  at  3.00  p.m.,  and  the  Bluff  savaged 
by  minnies  after  dark. 

Next  day  for  some  unascertained  reason  a  bombardment  broke 
out  near  St.  Eloi  where  the  21st  Battalion  is  in  the  line.  Our  field  guns 
which  butted  in  must  have  touched  up  the  white  ruin  in  front  of  Holle- 
beke.  This  is  supposed  to  harbour  a  particularly  sensitive  oberst  of  the 
fire-eating  Nemo  me  impune  lacessit  type,  who  apparently  is  averse 
to  crossing  swords  with  anyone  of  rank  inferior  to  his  own.  On  the 
occasion  in  question  a  plane  came  over  at  dusk  and  dropped  three 
bombs  which  fell,  harmlessly  enough,  near  Bedford  House,  though 
intended,  no  doubt,  to  blast  the  Brigadier  and  his  staff  off  the  face 
of  the  earth. 

On  the  20th  the  1st  Canadian  Division  started  relieving  the  2nd, 
north  of  the  Canal.  Lieutenant  Page  transferred  to  other  shoulders 
the  burden  of  keeping  in  operation  that  much  crumped  mile  of  track 
known  as  the  B.H.  &  B.  or  Bedford  House  and  Bluff  Railway.  At 
dusk  our  air  force  was  busy  driving  down  hostile  balloons  and  other¬ 
wise  attempting  to  screen  movements  of  troops  in  rear. 

During  the  night,  an  electric  light  plant,  sent  up  to  illumine  the 
Bluff  tunnels,  was  found  to  have  shifted  its  moorings  to  a  new  location 
across  the  Canal,  so  that  it  could  not  be  turned  over  to  the  1st  Field 
Company  which  arrived  to  relieve  the  6th.  While  Headquarters 
sappers  were  making  the  discovery  which  enabled  them  to  retain  pos¬ 
session  of  this  invaluable  equipment,  a  prisoner,  who  had  been  wounded 
in  the  chest  and  mouth,  was  brought  in.  Prowling  about  No  Man’s 
Land  in  front  of  trench  27  with  others  of  the  124th  German  Regiment, 
he  had  been  surprised  by  a  patrol  of  the  19th  Battalion  and  shot  by 
Lieutenant  Dunn,  the  officer  in  charge. 

On  completion  of  a  new  entrance  to  the  signallers  dugout, 
whence,  by  the  way,  all  messages  these  two  months  past  have  been 
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sent  in  code,  Section  3  was  ordered  to  take  over  installation  of  a  series 
of  gas  cylinder  boxes  under  our  front  line  fire  steps.  In  view  of  the 
secrecy  with  which  this  work  had  hitherto  been  carried  on,  it  came  as 
something  of  a  shock  to  find  that  the  enemy,  under  cover  of  a  trench 
mortar  barrage  yesterday  morning  on  trenches  21  to  26,  had  stolen 
over  and  left  in  one  of  the  very  receptacles  of  whose  existence  few  even 
of  our  own  men  were  aware,  three  greatcoats  and  a  couple  of  stick 
bombs. 

For  short  intervals  last  night  and  to-day,  the  4th  Brigade  area 
was  again  plastered  with  H.E.  and  rum  jars.  At  10.30  this  evening 
our  artillery  took  a  hand  and  swept  all  the  opposite  front  from  Ruined 
Farm  to  the  Canal. 

Since  Monday  the  weather  has  been  hot  and  dry.  Roads,  and 
particularly  cross  country  tracks,  are  inches  deep  in  fine  dust,  which 
rises,  when  disturbed  in  clouds  that  cover  man,  beast  and  inanimate 
object  with  a  uniform  coating  of  tawny  grime. 

Following  the  departure  of  Sergeant  EaingW.S.  to  England  for  a 
commission,  Corporal  Stewart  N.G.,  2nd  Corporal  Fredea,  Lance  Corp¬ 
oral  Scott  C.C.,  and  Sapper  Reynolds  were  all  given  a  step  in  rank. 

Outstanding  events  on  the  Somme  have  been  more  inconclusive 
but  terribly  expensive  fighting  in  the  so  called  Devils  Wood — Lon- 
gueval  Salient;  attempts  to  break  through  a  switch  trench  connecting 
the  Germans  2nd  and  3rd  positions  between  High  Wood  and  Pozieres, 
and  our  capture  of  Ovillers  from  the  3rd  Prussian  Guard  (Cockchafer) 
Division  after  a  two  weeks  siege.  The  24th  Division  backed  out  of  the 
line  on  Friday  and  moved  away,  headed  south.  About  to  replace  it,  the 
20th  was  shunted  off  in  the  same  direction  and  the  worn  36th  Ulster 
Division,  which  lost  half  its  strength  in  a  magnificent  but  fruitless 
advance  at  Thiepval  on  July  1st,  was  used  to  fill  the  gap.  The  6th 
Division  is  now  on  the  Canadian  Corps’  left. 

29th  July,  1916 

The  2nd  Canadian  Division  got  out  of  the  Bluff  area  just  in  time 
to  miss  some  dirty  work  at  the  cross  roads.  Acting  possibly  on  in¬ 
formation  supplied  by  his  secret  service,  the  enemy  appears  to  have 
brought  a  high  velocity  gun  up  to  an  emplacement  just  behind  his 
front  line  at  Hill  60.  About  9.30  last  Sunday  night  a  1st  Division  work 
party  of  50  reported  at  the  usual  rendezvous  outside  entrances  to 
dugouts  in  the  Bluff,  where  Sections  1  and  3  were  still  billetted. 
While  the  officer  in  charge  was  awaiting  orders  to  proceed,  the  gun  in 
question  started  pumping  shells  with  extraordinary  rapidity  into  the 
group.  The  night  was  pitch  dark  and,  as  the  men  were  unfamiliar 
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From  Rbar  BirrBTs  to  No-Man’s-Eand 

1.  Ouderdom.  2.  Ecluse  6.  3.  Bluff  tunnels.  4.  Through  a  Pollock  loophole. 

5.  The  Loop  from  the  Wynde.  6.  Plum  puddings.  7.  Spoil  Bank. 

8.  Voormezeele. 
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with  their  surroundings,  few  were  able  to  find  shelter.  In  five  minutes 
half  had  become  casualties.  As  many  of  the  victims  as  possible  were 
at  once  brought  into  adjoining  galleries,  some  horribly  lacerated  and 
others  on  the  verge  of  collapse,  but  of  those  that  succumbed,  a  few 
bodies  were  only  discovered  when  dawn  made  proper  search  possible. 
As  an  indication  of  the  momentum  with  which  the  shells  arrived,  one 
dud  was  found  to  have  penetrated  a  sand-bag  wall  to  a  depth  of  11  feet. 

On  Monday  Corporal  Winning  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  back 
by  splinters  from  a  projectile  fired  at  our  new  observation  balloon 
behind  Dickebusch.  Bright  sunshine  which  had  continued  unbroken 
for  exactly  a  week  gave  place  to  grey  leaden  clouds  in  the  afternoon. 
At  4.00  p.m.,  some  T.M.  bombs  fell  in  trench  28. 

On  the  25th  Sapper  Alyea  was  struck  off  strength  on  being  granted 
a  commission  and  posted  to  the  1st  Canadian  Tunnelling  Company. 
The  latter  is  in  charge  of  mining  operations  north  of  the  Canal,  and 
its  officers,  never  communicative,  were  going  about  that  day  as  though 
burdened  with  the  weight  of  some  tremendous  secret  which  tortures 
of  the  Inquisition  could  not  have  forced  them  to  divulge.  That  this 
had  to  do  with  events  which  followed  may  be  taken  for  granted; 
though  how,  where,  when,  and  to  what  extent  foreknowledge  of  them 
was  obtained  has  not  been  disclosed.  Anyway  the  enemy  that  night, 
to  quote  from  his  own  dispatch,  “blew  up  the  great  British  Bastion 
at  the  Bluff.”  Officially,  according  to  G.H.Q.,  none  of  our  garrison 
is  missing.  Unofficially,  this  is  what  happened.  Shortly  before 
10.00  p.m.,  Lieutenants  Birkett  and  Alport  were  in  the  former’s 
dugout  when  a  runner  arrived  with  a  chit  from  1st  Brigade  wiring 
officer,  Barnes,  who  had  been  sent  up  to  put  out  some  coils  in  front 
of  the  Crater.  It  stated  in  a  few  words  that  warning  had  been  given, 
by  an  officer  of  field  rank,  met  in  the  trenches,  of  a  mine  the  enemy 
was  expected  to  blow  during  the  night  under  our  front  line,  and  closed 
with  a  request  for  instructions.  Lieutenant  Birkett  scribbled  a  reply 
telling  the  officer  to  withdraw  his  party.  Starting  back  with  this,  the 
man  had  hardly  reached  the  space  outside,  which,  except  for  a  sentry 
and  one  of  our  own  officers,  was  deserted,  before  a  terrific  concussion 
shook  the  earth,  and  a  huge  section  of  the  Bluff  at  its  lower  extremity 
humped  itself  up  and  went  shooting  skyward  in  a  gigantic  eruption  of 
smoke,  dust  and  flame.  Simultaneously  a  tremendous  concentration 
of  hostile  artillery  fire  was  directed  on  the  spot.  This  was  followed, 
before  earth  and  debris  from  the  mine  had  ceased  falling,  by  the 
shriek  of  shells  from  our  own  batteries  going  over  in  a  continuous 
stream. 

As  rapidly  as  possible  all  available  men  of  the  Company  were 
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assembled  outside  their  billets  and  ordered  to  stand  to  with  fixed 
bayonets,  while  the  senior  officer  reported  to  the  commander  of  the 
7th  Battalion,  then  in  process  of  being  relieved  by  the  4th. 

For  a  time  no  information  as  to  what  had  taken  place  could  be 
obtained.  The  enemy,  according  to  an  early  rumour,  had  attacked. 
This  was  later  partially  confirmed.  Owing,  however,  to  the  prompt 
and  effective  response  of  our  guns,  which  must  have  been  forewarned, 
few  if  any  of  those  who  started  for  our  line  arrived  at  their  destination. 
By  midnight  conditions  had  become  normal,  and  the  men  stood 
down.  Of  Lieutenant  Barnes  and  his  party  nothing  has  since  been 
heard  and  they  are  all  presumed  dead. 

To  several  members  of  the  Company  who  visited  the  scene  of 
their  recent  labours  early  next  morning,  results  of  the  bombardment 
were  everywhere  apparent.  Of  a  heavy  trench  mortar  emplacement 
just  above  the  Wynde  nothing  remained  but  a  great  hole  and  a  pile  of 
rubbish.  Neither  were  there  any  traces  of  the  Company’s  almost 
completed  machine  gun  shelter.  In  its  place  there  appeared  a  heaped 
up  ridge  of  freshly  pulverized  earth — the  new  crater’s  lip.  Hasty 
inspection,  made  at  risk  of  a  bullet  through  the  head,  showed  the 
latter  to  consist  of  a  huge  kidney  shaped  depression  some  400  feet 
long  by  50  deep,  with  its  far  side  open  to  the  enemy.  One  edge 
intersected  the  old  crater’s  rim,  under  which  Corporal  Ritchie’s  men 
had  not  long  since  mined  an  entrance  from  Thames  Street.  The 
deepest  part  of  the  cup  lay  directly  under  that  section  of  the  trench 
itself  in  which,  it  is  believed,  Lieutenant  Barnes  and  his  18  men  were 
waiting  when  the  explosion  occurred.  Blown  out  of  all  recognition 
and  utterly  impassable  also  was  the  newly  dug  C.T.  over  the  crest. 

The  day  was  overcast  and  windless.  Overhead  a  hostile  plane 
circled  so  low  down  that  the  observer  could  be  seen  taking  photo¬ 
graphs.  Even  so  tempting  a  target  failed  to  rouse  the  sporting 
instincts  of  two  weary  sentries  whose  presence  alone  bore  witness  to 
the  assumption  that  fag  ends  of  other  trenches  were  still  in  our  pos¬ 
session.  Only  from  far  away  to  the  south  across  the  Canal,  came  the 
stuttered  and  futile  remonstrance  of  a  single  Lewis  gun. 

The  27th  opened  with  a  heavy  mist,  and,  though  clouds  still 
hung  low,  guns  of  the  newly  arrived  46th  (Queen’s)  Battery  carried 
out  registration.  This  unit  belongs  to  the  3rd  Canadian,  which  is 
relieving  the  Lahore  Divisional  Artillery.  There  was  a  light  breeze 
from  the  east,  so  that  our  men  were  compelled  to  work  with  gas 
helmets  ready  for  instant  use,  a  precaution  which  discovery  of  gas 
boxes  in  trenches  opposite  has  since  shown  to  have  been  abundantly 
necessary.  Fortunately,  uneasiness  created  by  a  change  in  wind  is 
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not  now  always  confined  to  one  combatant.  Within  24  hours,  in 
point  of  fact,  hostile  gun  fire  on  the  stretch  of  our  own  front  line 
which  is  being  equipped  with  similar  devices  was  severe  enough  to 
drive  2nd  Corporal  Ritchie’s  men  off  the  work,  just  prior  to  their 
relief  by  Section  4.  Yesterday  the  Corps  Commander  visited  the 
4th  Brigade  area,  which,  for  the  occasion,  was  flooded  with  clear,  hot 
midsummer  sunshine.  There  was  great  activity  in  the  air. 

At  9.30  this  morning,  40  men  of  the  19th  Battalion,  under  Captain 
Kilmer  and  Lieutenant  H.  B.  Bepler,  made  a  daylight  raid  on  hostile 
trenches  opposite  Triangular  Wood.  Eight  of  the  enemy  were  shot. 
Captain  Kilmer  was  wounded,  but  carried  back  to  our  lines  by  two 
of  his  own  men.  Invaluable  reconnaissance  by  Lieutenants  Hooper 
and  Burnham  contributed  largely  to  success  of  the  enterprise. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  on  the  new  dressing  station. 
Material,  excavated  from  an  eight  foot  wide  by  seven  foot  high  gallery, 
is  being  used  to  cover  a  long  elephant  iron  shelter  which  extends  out¬ 
ward  from  the  portal.  In  the  mined  portion  pit  props  are  notched 
to  receive  9  foot  rolled  steel  joists  which  support  the  roof  lagging. 
Sides  are  sheathed  with  corrugated  iron  and  the  floor  laid  with  2-inch 
plank.  Section  4  has  taken  over  work  on  other  galleries  of  similar 
construction  further  north.  Headquarters  and  No.  3  Sections  are 
back  in  Ouderdom. 

Australian  troops  captured  Bozieres  on  the  23rd.  The  Guards 
have  left  the  Salient.  Their  place  north  of  Ypres  is  now  occupied  by 
the  4th  Division. 

5th  August,  1916 

Save  for  feint  attacks  at  two  points  along  the  Corps  front  last 
Saturday  night,  hostilities  in  this  sector  during  the  week  have  been 
confined  to  trench  motar  strafes,  artillery-  duels,  reconnaissance  by  air 
and  ground  patrols,  together  with  infliction  of  such  damage  as  is 
normally  occasioned  by  an  apparently  unrestricted  expenditure  of 
S.A.A. 

Our  guns  were  active  about  dusk  on  Sunday  and,  at  the  instance 
of  some  infantry,  fed  up  on  a  too  liberal  diet  of  fishtail  and  sausage, 
again  next  day. 

On  Tuesday  Sapper  McCartney  was  wounded  in  the  back  by  a 
rifle  bullet,  while  at  work  near  the  junction  of  Convent  Lane  and 
Old  French  Trench. 

In  the  cool  of  the  evening,  following  Thursday’s  oppressive  heat, 
hostile  planes  approached  that  part  of  the  heavens  which  is  ours  by 
right  of  eminent  domain,  but  were  driven  off. 

Early  yesterday,  before  men  on  night  shift  were  relieved,  two 
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of  our  single  seaters  flew  south-east  at  a  height  so  great  that  the 
enemy’s  anti-air  craft  batteries  could  be  disregarded  with  impunity. 
By  the  opposite  expedient  of  keeping  sufficiently  low  to  escape  detec¬ 
tion,  one  of  his  own  scout  machines  sneaked  across  our  lines  scarcely 
a  hundred  feet  above  the  parapet  at  dawn  to-day,  as  the  O.C.  was 
making  his  weekly  inspection  of  work  in  progress.  Besides  operations 
in  the  Spoil  Bank,  for  which  Section  2  became  responsible  on  the  3rd, 
this  included  an  emplacement  for  a  new  type  of  heavy  trench  mortar 
behind  the  hedge  near  Lower  Oosthoek  Farm  and  an  attempt  to  con¬ 
struct,  in  rear  of  trenches  17  and  27,  deep  underground  dugouts 
reached  by  inclined  shafts,  similar  to  those  we  are  reported  to  have 
captured  on  the  Somme. 

The  weather  has  remained  fine.  A  high  wind  yesterday  blew 
up  clouds,  but  these  broke  up  and  dri'ted  away  at  sundown  this 
even  ng,  so  that  a  brilliant  moon  is  now  throwing  the  glamour  of  its 
transfiguring  radiance  over  all  the  scarred  countryside  from  Zillebeke 
to  Dickebusch.  Violent  and  repeated  shelling  long  ago  drove  practi¬ 
cally  all  civilians  out  of  the  latter  place,  but  a  few  forlorn  families 
creep  back  even  into  the  prohibited  northern  end  whenever  there  is  a 
period  of  comparative  calm.  Our  sections  in  reserve,  during  intervals 
between  winning  basketball  matches  and  losing  games  of  soccer,  have 
been  digging  refuge  trenches  in  which  these  unfortunate  people,  as 
well  as  troops  billetted  in  the  houses,  can,  when  occasion  demands, 
take  cover. 

12th  August,  1916 

To  those  whose  reluctant  feet  the  exigencies  of  military  discipline 
habitually  direct  towards  the  trenches,  there  are  few  more  trying 
hours  than  that  between  dusk  and  dark.  Whether  or  not  this  applies 
to  men  warned  for  one  of  those  grim  and  rather  desperate  minor 
operations  which  have  been  of  unusually  frequent  occurrence  this 
week,  it  is  generally  true  of  infantry,  sappers,  and  pioneers,  who, 
charged  with  less  exacting  duties,  foregather  nightly  behind  Voor- 
mezeele  convent  wall  or  at  Cafe  Beige  to  wait  until  beckoned  forward 
by  deepening  shadows  and  the  first  pale  Very  lights.  Only  then,  as 
they  are  permitted  to  proceed  via  Convent  Lane,  Ecluse  Trench,  R-6 
or  Shelley  Lane  to  their  appointed  tasks,  does  the  unconscious  tension 
relax. 

Since  Sunday,  trench  patrols  from  the  Company  have  been  keep¬ 
ing  these  thoroughfares  in  repair,  while  extension  of  the  close  support 
line  and  improvements  to  Old  Kent  Road  were  that  day  taken  over 
by  permanent  work  parties  under  Lieutenants  Alport  and  Calvin. 
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One  of  our  planes  after  dark  discharged  a  lot  of  liquid  fire,  which  left 
a  long  trail  of  luminous  smoke  in  the  sky. 

Shells  from  a  high  velocity  gun,  on  Monday,  directed  at  an 
estaminet  recently  built  away  back  on  the  road  north  of  Ouderdom, 
killed  10  Canadian  horses  and  one  Belgian  farmer.  Any  new  building 
is  a  natural  object  of  suspicion,  and  selection  of  this  one  as  a  target, 
in  preference  to  any  of  the  structures  erected  at  intervals  between 
Locre  and  Ypres  to  house  12-inch  howitzers,  is  a  tribute  to  the  skill 
with  which  the  canvas  sides  and  roofs  of  these  latter  have  been 
painted  to  resemble  the  cottages  they  replace,  and  care  taken  in 
sodding  over  the  spur  track  connecting  each  to  a  main  line  of  railway 
in  rear. 

The  bombardment  had  an  unfortunate  sequel.  During  the  con¬ 
fusion  it  occasioned,  some  misguided  person  “salvaged”  a  keg  of  beer. 
Its  disappearance  led  to  bitter  protests  from  the  owners  and  a  series 
of  investigations  by  military  police,  Flemish  authorities,  the  O.C.,  the 
2nd  in  command,  the  C.S.M.  and  a  special  court  of  inquiry.  As  a 
result,  leaden  heeled  Justice  is  in  pursuit  of  the  culprits,  prepared  to 
smite  them  with  her  iron  fist.  Abortive  raids  by  the  31st  and  27th 
Battalions  during  early  hours  of  the  8th  were  followed  by  a  discharge 
of  gas  somewhere  on  our  left  about  11  p.m. 

Fire  originating  in  a  pile  of  smoke  bombs  at  Vijverhoek  Dump 
the  next  night  was  extinguished  by  some  sappers  under  Corporal 
Bonham.  The  task  could  have  been  carried  out  quite  as  well,  though 
possibly  with  less  expedition,  had  the  enemy  not  butted  in  with  his 
field  guns. 

Both  the  8th  and  9th  were  excessively  hot.  On  the  10th  sappers 
started  reconstruction  of  bay  10  trench  26  as  a  model  for  the  infantry. 
At  night  clouds  lay  athwart  the  sky  in  long  windrows,  which  a  full 
moon  turned  to  silver  fleece.  28th  Battalion  raiders  were  hardly 
more  successful  with  their  prisoners  than  those  taken  by  the  27th, 
over  the  week-end.  The  latter  failed  to  reach  our  lines  owing  to 
their  captors  becoming  casualties;  while  of  the  former  all  but  one 
were  killed  or  wounded  by  shell  and  trench  mortar  fire. 

Hostile  retaliation  yesterday  was  spasmodic.  Lieutenant  Dewar 
was  hit  in  the  back  by  a  fragment  of  shrapnel  at  the  Spoil  Bank,  but 
though  almost  stunned,  continued  to  carry  on.  The  M.O.  has  since 
ordered  him  to  hospital.  The  4th  Field  Company  lost  one  of  its  orig¬ 
inal  officers,  Lieutenant  McKnight,  who  was  killed  while  directing 
work  in  front  of  Vierstraat. 

^  To-day  opened  with  thick  fog.  Section  1  having  suffered  a  4  to  3 
defeat  at  baseball  by  the  2nd  Divisional  Ammunition  Column,  hardly 
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atoned  for  a  subsequent  win  at  the  A.S.C.’s  expense,  relieved  Section  3 
in  trenches  16-S  and  17-S,  and  on  Toe  Emma  emplacements.  After 
smuggling  with  quicksand  for  a  week,  Lieutenant  MacPherson  has 
been  forced  to  give  up  his  attempt  to  construct  dugouts  below  water 
level. 

19th  August,  1916 

On  moving  out  to  the  Spoil  Bank  last  Sunday  to  take  over  all 
underground  work,  Section  3  found  the  3rd  Canadian  Division  in 
occupation  north  of  the  Canal  ;  the  1st  having  quietly  departed  for 
an  unknown  destination.  A  few  of  Sergeant  Huyck’s  men  retained 
sleeping  quarters  on  this  side,  but  transferred  their  labours  to  Old 
Kent  Road  and  adjoining  support  trenches.  Section  4  returned  to 
Ouderdom. 

Next  day  the  C.A.M.C.,  which  had  been  supplying  night  and  day 
shifts  to  rush  the  big  dressing  station  to  completion,  withdrew  all  its 
men  on  learning,  with  excusable  disgust,  that  the  place  was  not  and 
probably  never  had  been  intended  for  anything  but  infantry  billets. 

All  trench  work  was  cancelled  at  1  a.m.  on  the  15th  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  a  raid  on  Piccadilly  Farm  by  the  27th  Battalion,  whose  third 
attempt  to  secure  a  prisoner  proved  successful.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  mixed  artillery  fire  after  daybreak,  particularly  on  our  right, 
where  the  19th  Division  has  replaced  our  late  Northumbrian  neigh¬ 
bours  of  the  50th.  Outgoing  field  companies  there,  were  withdrawn 
without  being  given  an  opportunity  to  properly  turn  over  work  on 
trenches  to  their  successors.  To  rectify  the  omission,  Major  Malcolm 
prepared  a  report  on  drainage  problems  likely  to  be  encountered,  and 
one  of  his  officers  was  dispatched  to  accompany  some  of  the  new¬ 
comers  over  the  once  familiar  Kemmel  Sector. 

Everywhere  in  this  area  the  long  dry  summer  was  found  to  have 
effected  an  extraordinary  transformation.  High  above  the  parapets  of 
Via  Gellia,  which  last  winter  required  such  heart-breaking  efforts  to 
hold  in  place,  there  now  waves  a  luxuriant  growth  of  wild  flowers. 
Other  C.Ts,  dug  from  S.P.ll  to  the  Glory  Hole  and  from  Lindenhoek 
to  Pall  Mall  by  Lieutenants  Baker  and  Hughes,  but  long  ago  aban¬ 
doned,  have  recently  been  reclaimed.  Defining  the  path  followed 
by  German  gas  discharged  on  the  1st  of  May,  a  wide  belt  of  dis¬ 
coloured  vegetation  still  lies  like  an  ugly  scar  across  the  landscape. 
Much  of  the  front  line,  breached  by  recent  trench  mortar  strafes,  is 
in  ruins;  nor  has  a  big  elephant  shelter  at  the  junction  of  G-2  and  G-3, 
which  hostile  raiders  destroyed  with  mobile  charges  in  mistake  for  our 
minehead,  been  rebuilt. 

To  the  19th  Division  belongs  the  honour  of  capturing  la  Boisselle 
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on  July  3rd,  while  in  the  bloody  fighting  about  High  Wood,  some  of 
its  battalions  were  three  weeks  later,  still  engaged. 

Following  Tuesday’s  inspection  of  the  Company,  which  led  to 
some  caustic  comments  from  the  C.R.E.  on  the  general  condition  of 
men,  horses,  vehicles,  equipment  and  billets,  there  has  been  much 
business  of  smartening  up.  Every  man  not  absolutely  required  in  the 
forward  area  has  been  withdrawn  to  join  those  already  at  rear  billets 
in  a  daily  round  of  drill,  ceremonial,  spit  and  polish  fatigues,  wagon 
painting  and  sanitary  duties.  Routine  at  Ouderdom  for  the  time 
being,  in  fact,  is  much  the  same  as  that  which  prevailed  at  Ottawa 
and  Otterpool,  when  the  Company  was  without  experience  of  actual 
warfare.  Conditions  which  demand  for  months  on  end,  expenditure 
of  the  Company’s  energies  on  purely  technical  work,  even  to  the 
employment  of  drivers  to  assist  with  tunnelling  operations,  are  bound 
to  result  in  more  or  less  temporary  slackness  in  turnout,  but  this  can 
hardly  be  considered  an  unreasonable  price  to  pay  for  such  substantial 
improvements  as  have  been  effected  in  front  line  defences.  The  better 
to  impress  potential  offenders  with  the  armour  of  its  authority,  the 
O.C.  has  now  divested  his  hand  of  its  velvet  glove,  a  metaphorical 
covering  in  no  wise  to  be  confused  with  the  substantial  article  he 
occasionally  dons  to  stop  the  elusive  deliveries  of  Corporal  Scott. 

Two  incidents  only  have  occurred  to  interrupt  the  orderly 
sequence  of  parades.  On  the  16th  four  pontoon  wagons,  filled  with 
a  crowd  of  opulent  optimists,  set  out  in  the  morning  for  the  2nd  D.A.C. 
horselines,  to  return  later  carrying  an  equal  number  of  penniless 
pessimists,  hardly  able  to  realize  that  they  had  been  deprived  of  their 
wealth  along  with  the  divisional  baseball  championship  by  a  lot  of 
miserable  ammunition  mule  skinners.  The  same  day  a  landslide  at 
the  extremity  of  the  Spoil  Bank  which  menaced  the  stability  of 
Tunnel  30,  caused  sundry  sappers  to  return  once  more  to  their  wallow¬ 
ing  in  the  mire,  just  as  they  had,  by  the  use  of  much  brasso  and  pipe¬ 
clay,  rendered  themselves  reasonably  presentable. 

26th  August,  1916 

A  week  ago  the  4th  Canadian  Division,  newly  arrived  from 
England,  began  moving  into  the  Salient.  Two  sections  of  the  12th 
Field  Company,  on  Sunday,  found  quarters  in  the  Spoil  Bank,  and,  by 
Tuesday,  with  the  remainder  of  that  unit,  had  practically  completed 
relief  of  the  6th.  Infantry  battalions,  all  at  full  strength,  with  troops 
from  other  services,  kept  crowding  into  the  trenches  until  traffic  was 
blocked  and  the  familiar  warning  “gangway  for  an  officer’’  became  a 
mockery.  Even  to  the  dullest  Teutonic  intellect  heads  popping  up  all 
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over  the  place  must  have  spelled  “relief”,  so  no  surprise  was  occasioned 
when  German  gunners  proceeded  in  due  course,  to  search  the  communi¬ 
cation  trenches  with  shrapnel,  and  to  knock  great  holes  in  the  front 
line  parapet. 

All  of  our  men  were  back  at  the  horse  lines,  but  as  the  G.O.C.  2nd 
Canadian  Division  was  still  officially  in  authority,  responsibility  for 
plugging  the  apertures  devolved  on  outgoing  units.  Two  officers  and 
12  rank  and  file  from  Sections  1  and  3  were  accordingly  dispatched  on 
a  farewell  mission  to  the  trenches  with  a  big  work  party  and  instruc¬ 
tions  to  remain  until  all  damage  was  made  good.  Fortunately  there 
was  no  moon  and  the  enemy  showed  little  desire  to  start  any  un¬ 
pleasantness.  He  was  apparently  busy  himself  bringing  up  concrete 
or  other  materials,  as  the  measured  squeak  of  an  unoiled  axle  was 
distinctly  audible  at  re  urring  intervals  all  through  the  night. 

By  2  a.m.  the  irregular  rampart  of  sandbags  in  front  of  St.  Eloi 
was  intact  once  more,  so  with  a  last  look  at  the  familiar  girdle  of 
flares  encircling  Ypres,  the  detachment  filed  away  homeward  through 
Voormezeele  and  the  hushed  silences  of  Dickebusch. 

Alert  once  more  to  the  word  of  command,  reclothed  from  empty 
stores  by  some  magic  of  the  Quartermaster-Sergeant’s  efforts,  and 
completely  equipped  to  the  last  tin  hat  and  water  bottle  acquired 
from  an  overstocked  forward  area,  the  Company,  next  day,  clicked 
smartly  to  attention  and  gazed  serenely  into  space,  while  official  eyes 
scrutinized  in  vain  for  missing  or  defective  articles  of  accoutrement. 

On  the  24th,  after  the  Sergeant-Major  had  jettisoned  from  sundry 
vehicles  some  half  ton  of  shell  noses  and  other  souvenirs,  it  swung  out 
of  Ouderdom  and  marched  via  Reninghelst  and  Abeele  to  certain 
farms  east  of  Steenvoorde,  where  yesterday  it  remained  halted. 

Sections  in  the  morning  drilled,  between  showers.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  a  few  who  wandered  over  to  the  neighbouring  airdrome  wit¬ 
nessed  a  capital  burlesque  staged  by  the  R.E.C.  squadron  stationed 
there. 

To-day  the  Company  marched,  in  perfect  weather,  with  the  4th 
Brigade,  passing  the  starting  point  half  a  mile  north  of  Terdeghem 
sandwiched  between  its  trench  mortar  battery  and  field  ambulance, 
and  continuing  through  Oxelaere,  Bavinchove,  Zuytpeene  and  Noord- 
peene  to  le  Couvent  south  of  the  latter  village. 

Here,  in  Leport  and  Bogeard  Farms,  the  men  are  billetted. 
Officers  occupy  a  delightful  old  chateau  where  the  Duke  of  West¬ 
minster  was  quartered  in  1914.  Nothing  less  suggestive  of  war  than 
the  surroundings  can  be  imagined.  To  the  east,  beyond  a  flower 
garden,  towering  trees  frame  a  picture  of  Cassel  Hill,  with  its  row  of 
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In  and  Out  op  the  Sapient 

1.  Sapper  Ilsley,  C.  P.  2.  Sapper  Morrison,  C.  R.  3.  Bluff.  4.  Zillebeke. 

5.  Near  Cassel.  6.  Noordpeene. 
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windmills  fretting  the  skyline.  In  the  other  direction  a  well-wooded 
countryside,  thickly  studded  with  farms,  stretches  away  towards 
le  Foret  de  Clairmarais.  Down  a  lane  in  rear,  a  peasant  is  plodding 
home  from  work  behind  his  slow  gaited  Flemish  horses.  There  is  a 
complete  absence  of  gunfire  and  no  Very  light  rises  to  signal  the 
approach  of  night.  Fieutenant  Calvin  and  Sergeant  Bonham,  who 
are  ahead  with  the  brigade  billetting  officer,  have  set  themselves  a  high 
standard  to  live  up  to  in  the  matter  of  wangling  desirable  quarters. 

2nd  September,  1916 

For  all  the  distance  covered,  the  Company  might  as  well  have 
remained  in  Noordpeene  over  the  27th.  Instead,  it  marched  four 
m  les  to  the  starting  point,  only  to  drop  out  of  the  brigade  column 
“  half  a  mile  south  of  the  5th  E  in  LEDERZEETE”,  a  few  kilometres 
further  on.  Here,  for  the  ensuing  24  hours,  it  rested.  All  ranks  elected 
to  bivouac  under  hedges,  rather  than  take  a  chance  in  some  squalid  farm 
buildings.  The  time  was  more  or  less  profitably  employed  plugging 
cardboard  Germans  full  of  holes  with  automatics,  manoeuvring  in 
various  formations  and  visiting  the  village  windmill,  a  wonderful 
structure  whose  ancient  sails,  racing  in  the  breeze,  threatened  to  wreck 
a  revolving  upper  storey  to  which  they  were  attached. 

After  a  wet  morning  the  Company  fell  in  at  noon  on  the  28th  and 
proceeded  independently  to  Watten,  a  town  of  2,000  inhabitants  in 
the  Aa  valley,  where  a  branch  railway  from  Dunkirk  joins  the  main 
Calais-Saint  Omer  line.  Its  buildings  sprawl  not  unpicturesquely  at 
the  foot  of  a  steep  abbey  crowned  hill  ;  but  a  score  of  vivacious 
damsels  making  sandbags  in  a  jute  factory  may  also  have  contributed 
to  quickened  interest  in  the  scenery.  Tentative  hopes  inspired  there¬ 
by  faded  as  old  Bill,  the  Major’s  chestnut,  continued  to  forge  ahead 
for  another  mile  or  two  and  vanished  when  the  order  to  fall  out  at 
Bleue  Maison  was  followed  by  a  peremptory  decree  placing  the  town 
out  of  bounds. 

Next  day  all  ranks  started  on  a  course  of  intensive  training,  at 
the  expiration  of  which,  according  to  what  is  now  an  open  secret,  they 
will  accompany  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  to  the  Somme.  A  per¬ 
manent  carrying  party  consisting  of  26  men  from  each  battalion  in  the 
6th  Brigade  reported,  and  was  distributed  among  the  four  sections 
for  duty,  rations  and  discipline.  It  will  remain  attached  during  train¬ 
ing  and  subsequent  operations.  All  Ross  rifles  were  withdrawn  and 
rep'aced  with  used  Lee  Enfields. 

Rain  fell  in  torrents  and  continued  until  noon  on  the  20th,  when 
as  many  officers  and  men  as  possible  were  initiated  into  the  mysteries 
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of  the  Lewis  gun  ;  demonstrations  being  given  in  dismantling,  re¬ 
assembly  of  parts,  and  rectification  of  stoppages. 

The  sun  reappeared  for  a  space  on  the  31st,  which  was  taken  up 
with  musketry  exercises,  physical  training  and  bayonet  fighting. 

Yesterday,  under  the  able  tuition  of  Lieutenant  Hooper  of  the 
19th  Battalion,  each  officer,  N.C.O.  and  sapper  threw  two  live  Mills 
hand  grenades  into  an  imaginary  group  of  the  enemy. 

To-day  has  been  spent  at  ranges  which  occupy  a  clearing  in  the 
Foret  d’Eperlecques.  This  fine  tract  of  woodland  covers  some  five 
square  miles  of  high  ground  behind  the  row  of  houses  occupied  by 
our  men. 

Seven  reinforcements  reported  during  the  week.  The  Company 
lost  a  good  N.C.O.  and  its  main  strength  on  the  baseball  diamond  on 
the  29th,  when  Lance-Corporal  Scott,  C.C.,  left  for  an  officers’  training 
camp  at  Etaples.  The  30th  saw  the  departure  of  Sappers  McDonell, 
J.A.,  and  McIntyre,  for  Shorncliffe.  This  morning  Sergeant  Bonham 
and  Corporal  Fournier  pulled  out  to  join  an  advanced  billetting  party. 

The  French  have  taken  Maurepas.  Since  Australian  troops 
captured  Pozieres  Windmill  on  the  19th,  they  have  been  in  and  out 
of  Mouquet  Farm.  Roumania  has  entered  the  war. 

9th  September,  1916 

The  Company’s  period  of  training  ended  abruptly.  Following  a 
trek  over  hilly  country,  Sunday  was  spent  practising  rapid  assembly 
of  pontoon  and  trestle  bridges  across  a  sluggish  reach  of  the  upper  Aa. 
Inverted  cloud  images  trapped  in  its  blue  depths  drifted  lazily  between 
rush-grown  banks  or  fell  to  bits  in  water  broken  by  our  more  or  less 
able  seamen.  Showers  in  the  afternoon  scarcely  ruffled  its  surface, 
while,  for  lack  of  wind,  a  great  blunt  nosed  barge  crept  past  with  sail 
down  and  the  skipper’s  family  hitched  to  a  long  tow  rope. 

Rain  prevented  resumption  of  operations  next  day,  so  horses 
were  dispatched  to  bring  back  wagons  and  equipment.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  orders  were  received  to  pull  out  before  dawn  on  the  5th,  with  bag 
and  baggage.  Vehicles  were  accordingly  packed  and  spare  kit  stored. 
Lieutenant  Page  was  detailed  to  proceed  ahead  and  report  to  the 
R.T.O.  at  Saint  Omer.  Emerging  from  his  billet  in  inky  darkness 
shortly  after  4  a.m.,  he  overshot  a  tree  shaded  pathway  outside  and 
walked  straight  into  one  of  the  deep  watergands,  or  subsidiary  canals, 
dug  years  ago  through  all  the  low  country  thereabouts,  to  reclaim 
land  and  provide  intercommunication.  Though  soaked  through  and 
chilled  to  the  bone,  he  at  once  mounted  his  nag  and  rode  off  rather 
than  risk  the  delay  which  unpacking  a  wagon  for  dry  clothing  would 
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have  entailed.  Exercise  plus  some  breakfast  and  a  stiff  peg  of  brandy 
at  his  journey's  end  probably  averted  a  trip  to  hospital. 

The  Company  fell  in  at  5  a.m.  and  covered  eight  miles  to  the 
station  in  time  to  get  all  its  belongings  on  trucks  of  the  usual  type. 
At  11  the  troop  train  pulled  out.  It  proceeded  via  Abbeville  and  the 
Somme  valley  to  Conde  and  thence,  late  in  the  afternoon,  by  a  branch 
line  through  Canaples  to  Candas.  Here  there  was  a  long  delay  after 
detraining.  Orders  required  that  the  Company  should  march  forth¬ 
with  11  miles  west  to  Domqueur,  only  to  retrace  its  steps  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning.  Representations  made  by  the  C.R.E.  resulted  in  a 
modification  wThereby  its  immediate  destination  was  changed  to 
Bonneville,  a  tiny  village  a  few  kilometres  to  the  south,  reached,  how¬ 
ever,  at  10.20  p.m.,  only  after  a  long  detour.  Not  wishing  to  dis¬ 
possess  such  pigs  and  other  live  stock  as  were  already  in  occupation 
of  the  only  billets  available,  our  men  bivouacked  under  some  apple 
trees.  Something  went  wrong  with  the  commissariat,  so  that  horses 
had  to  make  out  with  what  forage  their  resourceful  masters  could 
commandeer. 

At  1.30  p.m.  on  the  6th  the  march  was  resumed,  via  Vert  Galland 
and  Val  de  Maison,  through  open,  rolling  country,  with  few  hedges 
and  farmsteads  only  at  wide  intervals.  Just  before  sunset,  the  Com¬ 
pany  fell  out  in  a  field  outside  Herissart.  While  cooks  prepared  tea 
and  horses  were  being  watered  and  fed,  a  small  body  of  horsemen, 
preceded  by  a  lancer  displaying  the  pennant  of  a  field-marshal,  rode 
up.  One  of  the  group  questioned  a  driver  as  to  the  unit’s  identity  and 
destination.  Taken  aback  the  man  admitted  belonging  to  the  6th 
Field  Company,  but  professed  ignorance  as  to  whether  he  and  his 
comrades  were  going  in  or  coming  out;  adding,  with  an  excess  of 
caution,  that  he  would  not,  in  any  case,  be  permitted  to  disclose  a 
secret  so  important.  Just  then  Major  Malcolm  came  up  and  im¬ 
mediately  recognized  the  C.-in-C.  The  latter  appeared  interested  to 
learn  that  the  Company  formed  part  of  the  2nd  Canadian  Division,  of 
whose  work  in  the  Salient  he  professed  warm  appreciation.  Wishing 
the  Major  and  his  command  the  best  of  luck  he  then  wheeled  about 
and  cantered  off  across  country.  After  covering  another  six  kilo¬ 
metres,  making  a  total  of  23  since  noon,  the  Company  halted  for  the 
night  a  short  distance  east  of  Contay  and  bivouacked  outside  Vaden- 
court  Chateau  grounds. 

Daylight  found  all  units  of  the  6th  Brigade  preparing  to  vacate 
billets  which  they  had  occupied  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 
As  its  four  infantry  battalions  formed  up  and  swung  by  in  column  of 
route,  they  looked  hard  as  nails  and  able  to  inflict  or  withstand 
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punishment  as  required.  At  10.30  a.m.  the  Company  fell  in  and 
marched  off.  A  strong  wind  blew  from  the  east.  Prisoners  osten¬ 
sibly  mending  the  road,  leaned  on  their  shovels  and  gazed  with  expres¬ 
sionless  eyes  at  the  passing  show.  From  Warloy  to  Senlis,  the  column 
proceeded  by  a  sort  of  cross  country  track,  of  the  kind  known  as 
chemin  vicinal,  which  thousands  of  men  and  horses  had  beaten  into  a 
riband  of  dust.  On  approaching  a  summit  beyond,  there  came  into 
view,  against  a  pale  wash  of  afternoon  sky,  the  golden  effigy  of  a 
gigantic  woman,  bearing  in  her  outstretched  hands  a  naked  child. 


La  Vierge  d’Or 


Startling  as  would  have  been  the  apparition  in  any  case,  th  2  fact  that 
both  figures  appeared  face  down,  in  a  horizontal  attitude,  created  an 
impression  that  the  elder  was  reaching  out  in  some  miraculous  way  to 
afford  her  offspring  a  view  of  what  was  transpiring  in  the  valley 
below.  As  the  ascent  continued,  the  group  assumed  its  true  per¬ 
spective,  and  was  recognized  as  the  famous  leaning  Madonna,  attached 
by  a  precarious  foothold  to  the  spire  of  Albert  Cathedral.  The  town 
itself  nestled  low  in  the  middle  distance  as  though  seeking  protection 
under  the  shadow  of  its  Vierge  d’  Or. 

Beyond  lay  the  Somme  battlefield,  a  succession  of  undulating 
ridges,  showing,  on  their  near  slopes,  in  dazzling  white,  scars  of  old 


THE  RHINE  AND  BACK 


153 


trench  lines  bitten  deep  into  the  chalk  subsoil.  Further  back  the  line 
between  land  and  sky  was  lost  behind  an  impenetrable  veil  of  smoke. 

Close  at  hand  the  whole  wide  sweep  of  country  this  side  of  the 
Ancre  was  a  scene  of  extraordinary  activity.  Scattered  haphazard 
over  the  uneven  ground  appeared  rows  of  tents,  huts,  bivouacs,  horse 
lines,  wagon  lines,  gun  parks,  lorry  parks,  aeroplane  hangars,  ammuni¬ 
tion  dumps,  supply  dumps,  and  all  the  other  paraphernalia  of  war. 
Back  and  forth  among  these,  and  along  unfenced  roads  and  tracks, 
moved  tens  of  thousands  of  men,  individually  and  in  formed  bodies 
with  endless  columns  of  transport. 

Guides  met  and  conducted  the  Company  to  its  billetting  area,  a 
vacant  space  in  the  Brickfields  just  south  of  the  Bouzincourt-Aveluy 
road,  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  other  units  of  the  Division.  Yesterday 
sections,  less  transport,  crossed  the  river  and  secured  permanent 
quarters  near  some  old  gun  pits  at  W-23  central,  and  in  dugouts  under 
the  east  bank  where  the  officers  mess  and  orderly  room  have  since 
been  established. 

Crowded  with  traffic,  especially  at  night,  a  main  highway  runs 
straight  through  to  the  front  in  the  direction  of  Bapaume,  between 
two  eminences  of  considerable  extent,  Tara  and  Usna  Hills.  The 
latter  is  crowned  with  a  strongly  fortified  redoubt,  from  the  eastern 
glacis  of  which  one  can  overlook  the  maze  of  what  were  our  own  and 
the  German  front  line  trench  systems  prior  to  the  1st  of  July.  North 
of  the  Bapaume  Road,  rendered  conspicuous  by  its  annular  lip  of 
glistening  chalk,  yawns  one  of  two  great  craters  blown  on  the  34th 
Division  front  immediately  before  the  first  attack.  Directly  opposite 
some  tree  stumps  and  piles  of  rubbish  are  all  that  remain  of  la  Bois- 
selle.  Little  more  is  left  to  mark  the  site  of  Ovillers,  which  fell  only 
after  successive  attacks  by  the  8th,  12th,  19th,  32nd  and  25th  Divi¬ 
sions. 

Away  ahead,  the  1st  Canadian  Division  is  holding  a  line  in  front 
of  Pozieres  from  the  main  highway  to  Mouquet  Farm  with  its  1st  and 
2nd  brigades  on  the  right  and  left.  It  relieved  an  Aussie  division 
on  the  4th. 

To  newcomers,  the  outstanding  feature  of  this  Somme  battle  is 
the  amazing  volume  and  continuity  of  our  artillery  fire.  Since  the 
Company’s  arrival  on  Thursday,  guns,  field,  heavy  and  siege,  have 
been  going  day  and  night;  the  tumult,  at  times,  rising  to  spasms  of 
inconceivable  fury,  in  which  the  deep  baying  of  some  enormous  12-inch 
howitzers  located  near  our  watering  place,  is  distinguishable. 

They  have  been  at  it  now  since  four  this  afternoon.  As  a  result, 
the  1st  Canadian  Brigade  is  said  to  have  relieved  the  enemy  of  a 


154 


FROM  THE  RIDEAU  TO 


trench  east  of  the  Windmill,  together  with  its  garrison;  the  1st 
Imperial  Division  has  improved  its  position  in  High  Wood  and  Irish¬ 
men  of  the  16th  have  captured  Ginchy.  Guillemont,  it  appears, 
fell  on  the  3rd. 

The  weather  has  been  fine  with  a  blue  sky  and  warm  sun.  Since 
arrival,  the  three  field  companies  have  been  Corps  troops. 

Our  sappers  started  work  this  morning  on  a  series  of  cut  and 
cover  dugouts  in  the  solid  chalk  behind  Usna  Redoubt.  They  are  to 
be  10  feet  deep  with  3  feet  of  cover.  Construction  is  to  be  carried  on 
continuously  by  day  and  night  shifts.  Headquarters  and  No.  2 
Sections  have  already  made  good  progress.  Sergeant  Crombie  of  No. 
4  Section  left  for  England  where  a  commission  in  the  R.A.  awaits  him. 

16th  September,  1916 

Over  the  week  end  a  9.2.  four  gun  battery  started  moving  into 
the  old  howitzer  position  close  to  No.  l’s  quarters.  Work  on  Unsa 
Hill  was  continued  by  that  Section  and  No.  3.  During  the  graveyard 
shift,  officers  reconnoitred  Pozieres  and  its  vicinity  for  accommodation 
less  remote  from  the  front.  Sleeping  troops,  however,  seemed  to 
occupy  every  available  hole  in  the  ground,  including  an  extensive 
cellar  under  the  concrete  O-Pip  known  as  Gibraltar,  conspicuous  as 
the  only  structure  left  standing  in  the  village.  Converted  into  a 
charnel  house  by  two  months  of  fighting  for  the  summit  which  it 
crowns,  and  plowed  up  by  daily  bombardments,  the  whole  place  is 
permeated  with  the  odours  of  putrescence.  Returning  via  Sausage 
Valley  after  the  moon  had  set,  the  party  blundered  almost  into  the 
muzzles  of  some  concealed  60  pounders,  which  suddenly  opened  fire. 
During  the  day,  Leuze  Wood  fell  to  the  56th  Division.  4th  and  6th 
Brigade  battalions  moved  up  into  support  the  following  night. 

Quarrying  operations  were  taken  over  by  Section  4  on  the  11th. 
Roots  penetrate  friable  surface  material  to  a  depth  of  six  feet.  Below 
that  the  chalk  is  hard,  but  seamed  by  cleavage  planes.  A  couple  of 
the  enemy’s  gas  bags  which  rose  cautiously  a  long  way  off  apparently 
observed  the  glistening  spoil,  as  his  gunners  started  lobbing  over  coal 
boxes  and  black  shrapnel.  To  the  south,  a  score  of  French  balloons 
remained  floating  in  the  morning  sunshine.  Aeroplanes  scurried  back 
and  forth  dropping  messages  over  Divisional  headquarters  on  Tara 
Hill.  Search  for  advanced  billets  was  resumed  as  far  forward  as 
Munster  Alley. 

Except  for  an  occasional  battery  or  signallers  dugout,  the  entire 
countryside  has  become  an  uninhabited  and  waterless  waste,  torn  by 
shells  and  furrowed  with  abandoned  trenches  and  gun  pits.  Scattered 
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over  the  surface  are  live  blinds,  bits  of  equipment,  helmets,  greatcoats, 
broken  limbers  and  a  derelict  gun  or  two,  with  other  evidence  of 
recent  fighting.  Here  and  there,  crosses  inscribed  “  Ruht  in  Gott” 
in  place  of  the  accustomed  “R.I.P.”,  “Ci  git”,  or  “Mort  pour  la 
Patrie”,  stand  at  the  head  of  old  German  graves,  but,  for  the  most 
part,  those  killed  as  our  advance  progressed  lie  under  a  foot  of  soil 
with  rifles  stuck  bayonet  down  to  mark  their  location.  Interesting 
as  disclosing  the  weapon  with  which  the  enemy  first  started  pitching 
over  bombs  of  large  calib/e,  was  the  discovery  of  a  primitive  muzzle 
loading  cannon,  some  two  metres  long,  built  of  wood  wound  with 
wire  and  provided  with  trunnions  for  mounting  on  a  support. 

A  drizzling  rain  set  in  at  sundown.  In  a  divisional  relief  the  4th 
and  6th  Brigades  became  responsible  for  portions  of  the  front  on  right 
and  left  of  the  Windmill.  On  his  first  trip  in  Captain  Ken  Taylor  of 
the  29th  Battalion  was  killed.  He  had  gone  for  a  walk  a  day  or  two 
before  with  one  of  our  own  officers,  and  the  latter  was  struck,  at  the 
t  me,  by  the  apparently  unaccountable  depression  under  which  his 
companion  seemed  to  be  labouring. 

At  2.30  a.m.  on  the  12th,  Lieutenants  Calvin  and  Page  with  nine 
other  ranks  reported  to  the  1st  Field  Company  which  the  6th  was 
ordered  to  relieve,  and  were  shown  over  the  right  subsector  by  Corporal 
Bolton.  Lieutenants  Weatherbe  and  Alport  later  made  a  tour  of  the 
left  subsector,  on  orders  to  take  it  over  also,  together  with  an  elaborate 
two  storey  dugout  in  la  Boisselle.  Trenches  had  not  been  revetted 
and  being  unmercifully  shelled  were  said  to  require  continual  repairs. 
To  avoid  congestion  of  traffic  at  the  intersection  of  two  main  com¬ 
munication  trenches,  Sidney  Street  and  Yarrow  Bend,  arrangements 
were  made  for  digging  by  passes  on  either  side.  A  long  stretch  of 
Sidney  Street  had  just  been  obliterated  by  crumps.  At  dawn,  one  of 
the  few  hostile  planes  that  have  ventured  across  the  Allied  line  within 
the  past  week  came  over.  It  was  at  once  pounced  on  by  two  of  ours 
and  sent  to  earth  in  flames  near  31st  Battalion  headquarters  at 
X10b95.  Work  on  Usna  Hill  was  handed  over  to  the  4th  Field 
Company.  Later  in  the  afternoon  relief  of  the  3rd  by  the  6th  was 
cancelled. 

Uncredited  rumours  had  been  prevalent  in  the  area  concerning 
a  new  engine  of  war  capable  of  taking  trenches  in  its  stride  and  of 
knocking  over  trees  or  buildings.  These  were  recalled  when  a  pro¬ 
cession  of  ungainly  steel  monsters  shaped  like  giant  toads  was  observed 
approaching  Company  billets  from  the  outskirts  of  Albert.  Sure 
enough,  they  headed  into  the  first  trench  encountered  and  clambered 
out  on  the  near  side.  Close  inspection  showed  that  they  were  driven, 
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tike  the  ordinary  caterpillar  tractor,  by  treads  forming  endless  chains 
but  that  the  latter  passed  over  their  tops  and  entirely  around  the 
machines.  A  two-wheeled  steering  arrangement  operated  by  com¬ 
pressed  air  trailed  behind.  Several  enterprising  members  of  the 
Company  managed  to  wangle  a  ride  in  one  of  the  things.  Con¬ 
structed  of  armour  plate  that  will  stop  a  bullet  at  close  range  and 
engined  with  105  h.p.  six  cylinder  motors,  they  are  armed  according 
to  sex;  males  with  light  machine  guns,  and  in  a  barbette  on  either 
side  a  6  pounder  Hotchkiss,  and  females  with  ordinary  Vickers  Maxims. 
Four  of  the  brutes,  Creme  de  Menthe,  Cupid,  Cordon  Rouge,  and 
Cognac,  the  first  pair  bulls,  parked  behind  a  low  escarpment  and,  at 
night,  made  a  trial  trip  up  across  the  labyrinth  of  trenches  further  north. 

On  the  13th  officers,  N.C.O.’s  and  sappers  from  the  Company  took 
charge  of  their  first  work  parties  in  the  trenches,  supplied  from  5th 
Brigade.  Rising  at  2  a.m.,  they  footslogged  five  miles  to  Brigade 
headquarters,  accompanied  the  men  another  mile  and  a  half  to  the 
job,  got  them  started  digging  in  soft  clay — there  was  no  chalk — saw 
the  task  completed,  and  plodded  their  weary  way  homeward,  covered 
with  mud  and  sweat.  Rain  fell  in  torrents  and  crumps  were  numerous, 
but  there  was  a  welcome  absence  of  machine  gun  fire.  Condition  of 
front  line,  supports  and  communication  trenches  was  progressively 
bad.  The  6th  and  Guards  Divisions  attempted,  during  the  day,  to 
round  out  their  line  in  front  of  Ginchy. 

Weather  cleared  and  remained  fine  on  the  14th.  Operation 
orders  for  the  big  show  next  day  were  received.  The  2nd  Canadian 
Division’s  task  was  set  out  to  include  capture  and  consolidation  of 
Candy  and  Sugar  trenches  from  the  north-westerly  outskirts  of 
Martinpuich  to  the  Ovillers-Courcelette  Road.  The  15th  Scottish 
Division  was  expected  to  prolong  the  line  on  its  right  and  the  3rd 
Canadians,  who  took  over  the  left  sector  of  the  Corps  front  last  Tues¬ 
day,  to  seize  the  balance  of  Sugar  trench  and  clear  up  the  situation  at 
Mouquet  Farm.  Construction  of  strong  points  3  and  4  at  R35b46  and 
R35a36  following  occupation  of  the  objectives  referred  to,  were 
allotted  to  the  6th  Field  Company.  On  drawing  lots,  responsibility 
for  carrying  out  the  two  pieces  of  work  fell  to  Sections  3  and  1  respec¬ 
tively.  At  sunset  all  guns  in  the  area  started  firing  towards  Thiepval 
in  support,  it  appeared  later,  of  a  brilliantly  carried  out  attack  by  the 
11th  British  Division  which  resulted  in  capture  of  the  Wunderwerk. 

Long  before  dawn  on  the  15th,  detachments  from  sections 
detailed  to  take  part  in  the  day’s  operation  set  forth.  Each  consisted 
of  an  officer  and  25  sapper  other  ranks,  with  four  privates  from  the 
attached  infantry  to  act  as  stretcher  bearers.  Wagons  conveyed 
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them  to  within  a  mile  of  Pozieres,  whence  they  proceeded  on  foot  to 
some  bits  of  trench  near  the  head  of  Walker  Avenue,  prepared  for  their 
occupation  the  previous  night  by  Headquarters  Section.  The  senior 
officer  reported  to  Brigadier  General  Ketchen  in  a  deep  dugout  at 
X10b95,  where  Brigade  Major  Jukes  was  seated  at  a  table  with  a 
telephone  strapped  to  his  ear. 

Just  before  zero  our  rate  of  fire  was  slightly  increased  to  drown 
noise  from  H.M.  Eandships,  some  of  which  were  presently  visible, 
lurching  forward  through  the  smoke.  At  6  a.m.  the  barrage  crashed 
down  with  a  deafening  roar,  blotting  out  everything  that  had  been 
visible  to  the  north  in  a  smother  of  bursting  shells.  From  right  to 
left,  attacking  battalions  went  over  in  the  following  order  :  18th, 

20th,  21st,  27th,  28th,  5th  C.M  R.  and  1st  C.M.R. 

To  the  Brigadier,  who  had  been  lying  down  trying  to  snatch  a 
wink  of  sleep,  reports  began  to  come  in  almost  immediately.  The 
enemy,  it  appeared,  launched  an  attack  on  troops  of  the  4th  Brigade 
just  before  they  were  due  to  jump  off;  but  all  of  his  men  who  crossed 
No  Man’s  Land  found  themselves  trapped  by  our  barrage  and  became 
prisoners  or  were  killed.  On  the  6th  Brigade  front  leading  battalions 
got  away  promptly,  followed,  after  an  interval,  by  the  31st.  German 
outposts  offered  little  resistance,  and  those  that  survived  soon  began 
coming  back  with  our  walking  wounded.  An  hour  elapsed  before  the 
27th  Battalion  was  reported  definitely  to  have  reached  its  objective. 
Messages  announcing  similar  success  on  the  part  of  other  2nd  Cana¬ 
dian  Division  battalions  followed;  whereupon  Lieutenant  Alport  was 
notified  he  could  proceed. 

Up  to  that  time  no  news  had  come  through  regarding  progress  on 
the  Corps’  left  and  a  further  interval  elapsed  before  8th  Brigade 
phoned  that  5th  C.M.R.  troops  were  in  possession  of  that  part  of 
Sugar  Trench  which  commanded  the  site  of  S.P.4.  Section  1  then 
moved  forward.  The  time  was  about  9  a.m.  Our  artillery  had  long 
since  slackened  fire.  The  enemy,  on  the  other  hand  had  recovered 
from  his  first  shock  and  was  again  able  to  make  things  decidedly  un¬ 
pleasant  for  any  troops  not  under  cover.  Except  in  a  few  localities 
the  curtain  of  smoke  had  lifted  so  that  one  could  look  across  the  Ancre 
valley  to  green  fields  and  villages  apparently  unscarred  by  war.  To 
the  north,  beyond  what  had  been  the  old  German  front  line,  the 
ground,  a  mass  of  shell  craters  and  raw  earth,  falls  away  to  the  Ovillers- 
Courcelette  road.  It  then  rises  again  in  the  direction  of  the  Stuff  Re¬ 
doubt  from  which  the  entire  near  slope  can  be  observed. 

As  soon  as  Section  3  started  to  advance  over  this  it  was  greeted 
by  a  volley  of  aimed  rifle  fire.  Lance  Corporal  Allery  was  stopped 
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by  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  elbow, 
but  the  remainder  succeeded  in  reach¬ 
ing  the  site  of  its  work  and  began  ex¬ 
cavating.  Before  the  men  could  dig 
themselves  in,  Corporal  Minnes  was 
drilled  through  the  heart  and  in¬ 
stantly  killed.  Shortly  afterwards 
Lance  -  Corporal  MacCarthy  was 
knocked  over  by  a  bullet  which, 
after  passing  through  his  hand,  lodged 
in  and  shattered  his  thigh.  Some  in¬ 
fantry  had  borrowed  the  Section’s  only 
stretcher,  and  it  was  noon  before  an¬ 
other  could  be  secured.  Four  of  his 
companions  then  proceeded  to  carry 
the  wounded  man  to  a  dressing  sta¬ 
tion.  Before  they  could  reach  shelter, 
one  of  them,  Sergeant  Hooke,  was 
hit  by  the  fragment  of  a  shell  which 
broke  his  jaw.  Enough  earth  had  by  now  been  thrown  up  to  provide 
cover,  and  no  further  loss  occurred  until  the  work  had  been  finished 
and  the  party  was  on  its  way  out.  Lance-Corporal  Wilson,  its  fifth 
casualty — all  curiously  enough  were  N.C.O.’s — was  then  wounded  in 
the  leg. 

Meanwhile,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  left,  the  detachment  from 
Section  1  had  been  dribbled  forward  to  a  group  of  shell  holes  in  squads 
of  five  at  intervals  of  a  few  minutes,  with  instructions  to  advance  at  the 
double,  making  frequent  changes  in  direction.  In  spite  of  a  violent 
fusilade  only  one  man  was  hit,  Sapper  Doidge,  E.  L.,  as  he  went  to 
earth,  getting  a  bullet  through  his  wrist.  As  soon  as  all  were  under 
cover  the  men  were  ordered  to  dig  in  to  a  depth  of  five  feet  and  then 
sap  forward  so  as  to  connect  the  various  portions  of  the  work  to¬ 
gether  in  the  form  of  a  Y  shaped  redoubt.  So  closely  were  they 
packed  in  the  shallow  craters  that  only  a  third  were  able  to  work 
effectively. 

Their  stretcher  went  the  way  of  No.  3’s.  A  bearer  party,  attempt¬ 
ing  to  carry  out  a  29th  Battalion  machine  gunner  whose  leg  had  been 
broken,  borrowed  it  to  replace  one  they  were  using  which  had  been 
wrecked  by  a  shell.  Coming  almost  immediately  under  heavy  fire, 
however,  they  were  forced  to  drop  their  patient  and  make  for  shelter. 
A  breathless  runner,  a  mere  boy,  appeared  from  nowhere  with  dis¬ 
patches  for  Battalion  headquarters  at  the  head  of  Centre  Way.  On 
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being  given  its  direction  he  dashed  off,  but  was  quickly  bowled  over. 
Flying  low  to  establish  the  location  of  our  new  front,  a  contact  plane 
roared  past. 

While  the  sniping  was  at  its  worst,  infantry  reinforcements  with 
fixed  bayonets  advanced  from  the  rear  in  extended  order.  For  pos¬ 
sibly  a  minute  the  line  preserved  its  formation  while  bullets  kicked  up 
little  squirts  of  dust  all  about.  Then  it  wavered.  Some  of  the  men 
pitched  forward  in  their  stride.  Others  dived  into  convenient  shell 
holes.  The  remainder  broke  into  the  double.  Only  a  few  reached 
Sugar  Trench.  In  five  minutes  none  were  visible  above  ground.  An 
officer,  Kennedy,  came  up  uttering  maledictions  because  certain 
machine  guns  were  not  on  the  job.  Promising  to  stir  up  their  crews,  he 
disappeared  in  the  direction  of  a  stranded  landship.  Evidently  he 
succeeded,  as  within  half  an  hour  a  couple  of  Vickers  Maxims  began  to 
chatter  viciously,  and  thereafter  there  was  no  more  big  game  shooting 
by  sporting  gentry  across  the  valley.  In  its  place  hostile  artillery  fire 
was  intensified,  and  gunners  began  to  systematically  plaster  the  area 
with  5.9’s.  Earth  thrown  up  by  our  workers  apparently  caught  their 
attention  and  was  included  among  their  targets.  Time  after  time 
shots  landed  short,  a  little  wide,  or  just  over. 

As  the  afternoon  wore  on  it  became  possible  to  distinguish,  from 
the  report  which  preceded  its  burst,  whether  or  not  any  particular 
projectile  was  due  to  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  By  so  small  a 
margin  did  many  of  them  fail  from  scoring  a  direct  hit  that  the  men 
were  being  continually  spattered  with  earth  and  half  choked  by  the 
acrid  fumes  of  T.N.T.  and  picric  acid.  One  shell  at  length  exploded 
on  the  edge  of  the  parapet,  and  a  jagged  fragment  struck  Sapper 
Scott,  B.  F.,  embedding  itself  in  his  hip. 

A  private  of  the  28th  Battalion,  who  had  been  lying  wounded 
in  a  shell  crater  nearby,  hauled  himself  out  on  the  lip  and  called 
weakly  for  assistance.  He  was  carried  over,  had  his  wounds  dressed 
and  made  as  comfortable  as  possible  in  the  new  trench.  Eater  he 
was  joined  by  a  comrade  from  his  own  unit,  also  a  stretcher  case. 

It  was  intended  to  leave  Scott,  who  at  first  said  the  shell  had 
broken  his  leg,  with  these  casualties  until  he  could  be  carried  out  in 
comparative  safety  under  cover  of  darkness.  He  elected,  however,  to 
attempt  an  immediate  journey  back  to  the  dressing  station  with  such 
assistance  as  two  companions  could  give  him  and,  once  out  of  the 
trench,  in  some  extraordinary  way,  started  off  at  a  run. 

The  work  was  now  nearing  completion,  and,  as  their  tasks  were 
finished,  men  in  each  group  were  allowed  to  make  a  dash  for  our  old 
trenches,  All  successfully  negotiated  the  trip  except  Sappers  Riddell 
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and  Roberts,  each  of  whom  was  wounded  in  the  arm.  Before  pulling 
out  Eieutenant  Weatherbe  turned  the  strong  point  over  to  the  senior 
N.C.O.  in  our  new  front  line,  and  exacted  a  promise  that  the  stretcher 
cases  left  behind  would  be  looked  after.  Corporal  Weir,  of  the  at¬ 
tached  infantry,  one  of  the  last  to  leave,  helped  him  carry  out  the  29th 
Battalion  machine  gunner  who  was  found  lying  in  a  shell  hole,  where 
he  had  been  left,  as  narrated,  several  hours  before. 

Captain  Ellis,  having  been  detailed  to  act  as  liaison  officer  for  the 
2nd  Canadian  Divisional  Engineers,  reported  during  the  day  to  the 
6th  Brigade  commander.  So  efficiently  and  at  so  considerable  a  cost, 
however,  had  the  westerners  carried  out  their  part  of  the  day’s  pro¬ 
gramme  that  little  more  in  the  way  of  offensive  effort  could  be  de¬ 
manded  of  them.  Instead,  it  was  decided  to  exploit  their  success  by 
moving  up  guns  and  pushing  in  fresh  troops. 

In  the  late  afternoon,  accordingly,  our  artillery  started  another 
intense  bombardment  under  cover  of  which  the  22nd  and  25th  Bat¬ 
talions  captured  Courcelette.  On  their  left  the  P.P.C.E.I.  and  42nd 
Battalions  fought  their  way  across  the  Ovillers-Courcelette  road  and 
eventually,  with  assistance  from  the  49th,  seized  part  of  the  Fabeck 
Graben. 

While  this  fighting  was  in  progress  the  Company  was  ordered  to 
help  the  5th  Brigade  consolidate  its  new  position  by  constructing 
strong  points  7  and  8  at  map  locations  M25b00  and  R29b8015. 
Lieutenants  Page  and  MacPherson,  each  with  five  other  ranks  from 
Headquarters  Section  and  50  pioneers,  were  at  once  dispatched  to 
get  the  work  done. 

Rain  commenced  to  fall  and  continued  throughout  the  night. 
It  made  bad  going  and  hid  the  moon,  so  that  what  few  landmarks 
remained  were  difficult  to  recognize.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  became 
aware  his  troops  were  no  longer  in  possession,  he  turned  his  guns  on 
the  village  and  started  to  wreak  vengeance  on  its  ruins.  Fortunately 
his  aim  was  blind  so  that  casualties  were  confined  to  a  few  pioneers, 
wounded  by  chance  shots. 

Lieutenant  MacPherson’s  strong  point  at  the  west  end  of  the 
main  street,  which  it  commands,  was  finished  without  incident; 
though  the  7th  Brigade  had  not  then  reached  its  objectives  in  the 
direction  of  his  left  rear. 

While  Lieutenant  Page’s  men  were  still  busily  employed  300 
yards  due  south  of  the  Place,  attention  of  this  officer  was  arrested  by 
voices,  conversing  in  an  alien  tongue,  that  seemed  to  emanate  from  a 
neighbouring  bit  of  trench.  Convinced  of  their  Teutonic  origin,  he 
issued  a  call  for  volunteers  to  carry  the  position  by  storm,  to  which 
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his  entire  force  responded.  Fortunately  a  more  discriminating  ear 
recognized,  in  time,  inflections  peculiar  to  our  habitant  brothers  from 
the  “Vanty  Dooz”  whose  gallant  advance  had  already  dispossessed 
the  enemy.  Both  strong  points,  on  completion,  were  turned  over  to 
machine  gun  crews  which  had  accompanied  the  parties  in.  After 
ocating  a  supply  of  more  or  less  potable  water  in  Courcelette,  on  which 
Corps  wanted  a  report,  and  missing  the  direct  way  home,  Lieutenant 
Page  redeemed  his  reputation  for  landing  feet  first,  by  stumbling  into 
Mametz  Wood,  where  hospitable  New  Zealanders,  elated  over  their 
own  rupture  of  the  powerful  Switch  trench,  opened  a  fresh  bottle  of 
Johnnie  Walker  for  their  guest. 

Reports  to  date  ndicate  that,  as  a  result  of  yesterday’s  push,  the 
whole  British  line  from  Bouleux  Wood  to  Mouquet  Farm  has  been 
advanced.  Divisions  engaged  were,  from  right  to  left,  the  56th,  6th, 
Guards,  14th,  41st,  N.Z.,  47th,  50th,  15th,  2nd  Canadian,  3rd  Cana¬ 
dian,  and  11th.  A  work  called  the  Quadrilateral  held  up  the  6th  and 
Guards,  but  Flers  literally  fell  before  landships  allotted  to  the  14th 
and  41st  ;  High  Wood  was  cleared  by  Londoners,  and  the  Scotties 
captured  Martinpuich. 

In  spite  of  numerous  breakdowns  and  other  obvious  defects,  the 
new  weapon  has  proved  of  immense  value  in  demoralizing  the  enemy, 
smoothing  a  path  through  his  wire,  and  reducing  his  strong  points. 

Cavalry,  held  in  readiness  for  a  possible  break  through,  advanced 
last  night  at  dusk,  but  retired  to  cover  before  dawn  this  morning. 
More  gunfire  to-night  indicates  further  fighting  is  in  progress. 

23rd  September,  1916 

The  beginning  of  the  week  found  our  troops  holding  Courcelette 
securely  with  a  fairly  well  consolidated  position  around  its  further  out¬ 
skirts  as  far  as  the  Quarry.  Thence  the  line  swung  back  along  the 
eastern  extremity  of  Zollern  trench,  Fabeck  Graben  and  other  trenches 
to  Mouquet  Farm,  the  main  portion  of  which  had  been  finally  cleared 
by  the  2nd  C.M.R.  In  spite  of  determined  fighting,  in  which  all  7th 
Brigade  battalions  lost  heavily,  Zollern  Redoubt  remained  in  German 
hands.  The  9th  was  sent  in  to  continue  pressure  but  it  had  little 
better  success  and  suffered  as  severely. 

On  Sunday  night  the  1st  Canadian  Division  relieved  the  2nd, 
and  the  23rd  Imperial  Division  moved  up  on  its  right  flank. 

A  fine  rain  set  in  next  day.  Lieutenants  Dewar  and  Calvin, 
starting  out  before  dawn  with  their  sections,  extended  an  existing 
trench  tramway  from  Copse  Avenue  Dump  towards  the  Sugar  Factory. 
They  worked  in  conjunction  with  detachments  from  the  other  two 
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field  companies  and  were  relieved  at  noon  by  Sec  ions  1  and  3.  The 
new  grade  cut  straight  across  what  had  recently  been  No  Man’s  Land, 
still  littered  with  our  own  and  the  enemy’s  dead.  Great  numbers  of 
the  latter  lay  heaped  up  in  a  sunken  road  which  runs  down  into  Martin- 
puich,  while  outside  an  old  gun  position  further  on  an  irregular  line  of 
khaki-clad  bodies  sprawled,  face  down,  just  as  they  fell;  the  clenched 
fingers  of  one  still  grasping  a  live  Mills  bomb.  As  advanced  workers 
approached  the  Bapaume  road,  hostile  shelling  became  increasingly 
disconcerting.  Just  before  Section  1  knocked  off,  a  wretched  German 
emerged  from  a  dugout  and  gave  himself  up.  Forced  by  the  severity 
of  our  gunfire  to  remain  in  the  front  line  for  days  without  food,  the 
poor  beggar  was  on  the  verge  of  collapse  and  had  to  be  assisted  back 
to  a  dressing  station. 

Acting  on  orders  to  dig  a  support  trench  from  S.P.  7  slightly  east 
of  south  towards  the  Bapaume  road,  Lieutenant  MacPherson,  with 
eight  of  his  own  sappers  and  70  men  from  the  2nd  Battalion  picked  up 
at  1st  Brigade  Headquarters,  moved  forward  by  the  so-called  Maple 
Leaf  road  which  pioneers  were  constructing.  Approaching  the  front 
this  petered  out,  but  some  men  from  a  Yorkshire  battalion  holding 
Gunpit  Trench  were  able  to  point  out  a  cross  country  trail  which 
brought  the  party  to  its  destination  by  1  a.m.  From  time  to  time  a 
watery  moon  peered  through  rents  in  a  sombre  curtain  of  cloud, 
although,  for  the  most  part,  the  drizzle  continued.  Shells  clanged 
into  the  Sugar  Factory  behind,  or  searched  for  troops  holding  a  sketchy 
front  line,  but  only  a  few  strays  fell  in  the  beet  field  across  which  our 
new  trench  was  being  dug,  and,  bar  one  casualty,  they  caused  no 
damage.  Next  night,  the  work  was  continued  by  a  still  larger  party, 
which,  under  supervision  of  Lieutenant  Page,  got  an  additional  400 
yards  excavated. 

Lieutenant  Dewar  took  some  of  his  men  out  after  dark  on  the 
20th  to  complete  the  job,  but  no  infantry  turned  up  at  the  rendezvous 
behind  Courcelette  Sugar  Factory,  owing,  it  transpired,  to  their  guide 
having  been  killed.  It  came  about,  therefore,  that  Lieutenant  Mac¬ 
Pherson,  with  rank  and  file  from  both  sections,  had  to  carry  on  with 
it  for  another  night,  during  which  Sapper  Donoghue  was  hit  in  the 
neck  by  a  shell  splinter. 

In  the  meantime,  with  resumption  of  the  offensive  on  a  large 
scale  in  prospect,  the  Company  was  ordered  to  construct  a  trench 
tramway  from  Kay’s  Dump  forward  in  the  direction  of  our  old  front 
line.  Since  Tuesday,  sections  in  rear  have  been  tearing  up  an  aban¬ 
doned  line  near  Becourt  Wood  and  transporting  the  track  on  trestle 
wagons  preparatory  to  relaying  it  in  the  proposed  work.  Grading 
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for  this  was  started  on  Thursday  along  the  southern  edge  of  Pozieres 
Cemetery  by  Lieutenant  Weatherbe  with  50  other  ranks  from  Section 
1  and  infantry  attached  thereto.  A  change  of  wind  had  cleared  the 
sky  of  clouds  and  made  visibility  exceptionally  good.  Just  before 
sunset,  a  German  balloon  rose  above  the  horizon  directly  in  line  with 
the  newly  formed  embankment.  Following  its  appearance,  three 
hostile  planes  came  over,  had  a  look  at  what  was  going  on  and  flew 
straight  back.  Within  a  surprisingly  few  seconds  the  enemy  started 
pumping  in  salvos  of  77  m.m.  shrapnel,  which  enfiladed  the  party, 
spread  out  in  the  open  as  it  was,  all  along  the  grade.  Everyone  dived 
for  shelter  at  the  first  report,  and  remained  under  cover  until  the 
shelling  subsided.  It  was  then  ascertained,  strangely  enough,  only 
two  men  had  been  hit,  both  privates.  One  escaped  with  a  leg  wound, 
but  the  other  poor  chap  was  caught  under  a  deluge  of  lashing  bullets, 
which  ripped  out  his  eyes  and  tore  the  flesh  from  his  back  in  ribands, 
so  that  he  remained  alive  only  a  few  hours. 

Shortly  before  our  men  set  out  for  their  final  night’s  work  on 
Courcelette  Support  trench,  as  described,  batteries  on  our  right 
started  a  tremendous  racket,  under  cover  of  which  New  Zealanders 
went  over  and  completed  capture  of  Elers  Trench.  Elsewhere,  there¬ 
after,  at  intervals,  normal  thudding  of  guns  quickened  to  outrageous 
spasms  of  noise,  like  the  barking  of  awakened  dogs.  One  hostile  shell, 
hitting  the  Indian  Cavalry’s  ammunition  dump  in  la  Boisselle, 
shunted  traffic  away  from  the  main  road  and  added  the  crackle  of 
S.A.A.  and  whine  of  exploding  12  pounders  to  the  general  tumult. 
Others  at  6.45  a.m.  drove  Lieutenant  Calvin’s  party  of  sappers  and 
attached  infantry  off  the  tramline,  on  which  it  had  toiled  all  night. 

Taking  advantage  of  continued  clear  weather  yesterday,  the 
enemy  again  hoisted  one  or  two  observation  balloons  and  pitched  a 
shell  into  some  horse  lines  across  the  river,  killing  20  of  the  animals 
and  wounding  7.  The  big  bags  went  down  in  a  hurry  when  our  60 
pounders  sent  over  a  volley  of  shrapnel,  which,  on  bursting,  appeared 
to  discharge  liquid  fire. 

Last  night  Lieutenant  Page  with  some  sappers  started  out  to 
build  a  strong  point  in  the  eastern  outskirts  of  Courcelette,  where  a 
gap  exists  in  our  front  line.  Presumably  owing  to  a  battalion  relief, 
infantry  detailed  for  the  work  failed  to  turn  up. 

Lieutenant  Alport’s  section  graded  an  additional  200  yards  of 
light  railway  and  bridged  two  trenches.  It  was  relieved  at  1  a.m. 
this  morning  by  No.  1.  Two  hours  later,  an  odd  shell  fell  in  Kay’s 
Dump  among  some  boxes  of  cordite.  These  were  set  alight,  and 
within  a  few  seconds  flames  spread  to  a  pile  of  18  pounder  ammunition 
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which  began  popping  off,  discharging  its  contents  in  all  directions. 
Guards,  sleeping  in  a  dugout,  woke  up  and  managed  to  dash  out  before 
fire  reached  the  place.  Alongside  it  was  stored  the  whole  reserve 
supply  of  flares  for  that  portion  of  the  front.  Presently  great  sheafs 
of  these  commenced  to  shoot  skyward  through  tke  burning  cordite, 
bursting  high  overhead  in  showers  of  multicoloured  stars.  The 
enemy’s  bombardment  then  became  so  violent  that  work  could  not  be 
resumed.  Sapper  Motley  was  wounded  in  the  arm  and  immediately 
headed  for  the  rear,  consoled  by  visions  of  a  bed  with  immaculate 
sheets  presided  over  by  the  incarnation  of  female  loveliness  disguised 
as  a  nurse.  (As  a  matter  of  fact  an  overworked  hospital  orderly, 
10  miles  back,  dressed  his  wound  and  left  him  to  recover  in  a  cow  stable, 
whence  he  escaped  three  days  later  and  returned  to  the  Company, 
completely  disillusioned.) 

His  companions  fell  in  and  followed  with  less  haste,  avoiding  la 
Boisselle,  which  hostile  artillery  was  making  anything  but  healthy. 

To-day  has  been  calm  and  windless,  with  little  activity  in  evidence 
along  our  immediate  front,  although,  away  to  the  south-east,  Guards 
and  21st  Division  troops  are  reported  to  have  made  a  slight  advance. 
Advantage  was  taken  of  the  comparative  quiet  by  both  sides  to 
register  on  targets  in  each  other’s  back  areas,  and  smoke  from  the 
enemy’s  crumps  could  be  seen  ballooning  up  in  the  warm,  lazy  sunshine 
all  over  the  plain.  Some  of  these  burst  near  Lieutenant  Dewar’s 
section,  which,  at  noon,  transferred  its  labours  from  Usna  Hill  dugouts 
to  rail  lifting  in  Becourt  Wood.  Fragments  from  one  struck  Driver 
Smith,  R.  R.,  smashing  his  elbow. 

In  retaliation  for  the  enemy’s  bombardment  of  Albert,  a  15-inch 
howitzer  has  been  moved  into  Mash  Valley  so  as  to  bring  Bapaume 
within  its  range.  Positions  are  being  got  ready  also  for  the  advent 
of  two  6-inch  naval  guns.  As  their  arrival  will  dispossess  No.  1  of  its 
billets,  Headquarters  Section  has  been  drifting  in  to  bank  alongside 
the  orderly  room  to  provide  more  accommodation. 

The  5th  Artillery  Brigade  has  asked  for  someone  to  supervise 
construction  of  an  O-pip.  Sergeant  Bonham  is  being  detailed  to 
attend  to  the  matter.  Section  4,  to-night,  goes  up  to  extend  grading 
for  the  Kays  Dump  tramline. 

The  following  promotions  and  appointments  have  been  posted 
in  orders  :  To  be  acting  sergeants,  Corporals  Fournier  and  Farrell, 
vice  Sergeants  Hooke  and  Crombie;  to  be  corporals,  2nd  Corporals 
Fredea  and  Stackhouse;  to  be  lance  corporals,  Sappers  Spruit,  G.K., 
and  Beers.  On  the  21st  Sapper  Sliter,  E-,  proceeded  to  England  for 
an  infantry  commission. 
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Under  an  army  order  recently  issued,  shaving  of  the  upper  lip  is 
hence  forth  permissible. 

30th  September,  1916 

Verdun  held  the  world’s  attention  from  the  21st  February  until 
the  end  of  June.  It  then  yielded  place  to  the  Somme,  where  this 
stupendous  battle  has  now  been  in  progress  for  exactly  three  months 
with,  as  yet,  no  indications  of  its  termination  in  prospect.  If  any¬ 
thing  the  struggle  has  become  more  intense.  Advances  in  our  line 
on  six  consecutive  days  this  week  have  been  due  rather  to  increase  in 
Allied  pressure  than  to  any  pronounced  slackening  of  the  defence. 
Brigades  are  shifted  about  like  platoons,  each  being  pulled  out  of  the 
line  for  a  rest  after  a  few  days  strenuous  fighting,  and  then  sent  back 
to  carry  on  until  attrition  shall  have  reduced  its  effective  strength  by 
60%.  The  6th  Brigade,  preparatory  to  relieving  the  1st  next  day, 
returned  on  Sunday  from  one  of  these  rests.  It  consisted  in  marching 
back  20  miles  into  the  country  to  absorb,  during  halts,  reinforcements 
and  replacement  of  equipment.  The  underlying  idea  seems  to  be 
that  continuous  movement  and  change  of  scene  conduce  more  to 
relaxation  than  the  ordinary  routine  of  camp  life. 

Final  preparations  were  made  for  another  big  effort  on  the  Corps 
front.  At  7.30  a.m.  Section  1  began  laying  track  on  the  new  grade 
from  Kay’s  Dump  easterly;  a  party  under  Sergeant  Stewart,  N.G., 
at  3.30  p.m.,  relieving  the  morning  shift.  Ten  carpenters  reported  for 
work  on  Usna  Hill. 

Mild  autumn  sunshine  had  wiped  from  the  battlefield  some  of  its 
desolation.  At  dusk,  the  6-inch  naval  guns  started  to  register.  Their 
earsplitting  discharge  made  everyone’s  head  ache,  and  broke  dishes 
in  the  officers’  mess.  At  intervals  throughout  the  sun-steeped  25th 
they  continued  firing  in  support  of  a  general  attack  extending  along 
the  whole  front  south  of  Martinpuich.  As  a  result,  Rancourt,  Morval 
and  Lesboeufs  were  wrested  from  the  enemy.  Section  3  built  an 
office  for  the  2nd  Canadian  Divisional  staff.  After  dark  Sergeant 
Bonham,  with  50  gunners  from  the  5th  C.F.A.  Brigade,  constructed 
an  O-Pip  200  yards  south-east  of  Pozieres  Windmill,  material  for 
which  had  been  carried  to  the  site  the  previous  night.  Whether  in 
retaliation  for  the  afternoon’s  offensive,  or  because  he  suspected  its 
renewal  on  the  morrow,  the  enemy  expended  a  vast  amount  of  ammu¬ 
nition,  much  of  it  lachrymatory  shells.  Five  of  the  party  became 
casualties  before  the  work  was  finished.  There  was  no  moon  and 
low  lying  mist  still  covered  the  country  when  dawn  broke  on 
the  26th. 
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In  the  meantime  operation  orders  had  been  received  for  a  resump¬ 
tion  of  the  action  that  day  by  the  Canadian  and  II  Corps.  Before  it 
started,  our  lines  here  ran  from  300  yards  beyond  the  Albert-Bapaume 
and  Martinpuich-Courcelette  road  intersection,  around  the  last- 
named  village  to  Zollern  Trench,  and  along  it,  Twenty  1  hree  Road 
and  Mouquet  Road,  to  Mouquet  Farm.  Thence  it  extended  through 
II  Corps  territory  by  way  of  Constance,  Danube  and  West  Riding 
Trenches.  Immediate  objectives  coincided  with  a  line  extending  west 
from  Destremont  Farm,  along  Kenora,  Regina  and  Stuff  Trenches,  to 
Schwaben  Redoubt.  The  Company  was  ordered  to  assist  in  con¬ 
solidating  the  2nd  Canadian  Division’s  portion  of  this,  by  constructing 
Strong  Point  18  at  M26a22,  and  posts  A,  B,  C,  D  and  E,  situated  at 
M20c03,  M20a42,  M20al5,  M19b44  and  R24a67.  The  first  of  these  six 
works  was  to  protect  our  right  flank,  and  the  others  were  to  command 
approaches  to  Courcelette  from  Twenty  Road,  South  Practice  Trenches, 
Dyke  Road,  North  Practice  Trenches  and  Courcelette  Trench.  Their 
construction  was  allotted  respectively  to  Section  2,  which  had  spent 
the  two  previous  days  in  lifting  and  relaying  track,  and  to  squads, 
each  consisting  of  five  sappers,  under  Sergeant  Farrell,  2nd  Corporal 
Winning,  Eance-Corporal  Leech,  2nd  Corporal  Meek  and  2nd  Cor¬ 
poral  Patterson. 

The  day  was  overcast  and  showery.  At  12.35  p.m.  our  infantry 
went  over  the  top,  with  the  29th  Battalion  on  the  right  and  the  31st 
on  the  left  of  Courcelette  Trench.  On  the  former’s  right,  the  23rd 
Division  was  to  keep  pace  with  our  advance  while  the  14th,  15th,  5th, 
and  8th  Canadian  Battalions  struck  north  on  the  latter’s  left.  Reports 
were  received  an  hour  later  that  1st  Division  troops  had,  for  the  most 
part,  reached  their  first  objective  in  Kenora,  Sudbury  and  Hessian 
Trenches.  At  2,  parties  from  the  Company  reported  at  6th  Brigade 
Headquarters,  where  Lieutenant  MacPherson  remained  to  act  as 
liaison  officer. 

All  through  the  afternoon  the  situation  remained  obscure.  Some 
elements  seem  to  have  arrived  at  their  ultimate  goal,  but  heavy  counter 
attacks  prevented  consolidation,  particularly  on  the  2nd  Canadian 
Division  front.  Reports  from  the  23rd  Division  were  also  unsatisfac¬ 
tory,  so  the  original  programme  had  to  be  modified. 

At  8.30  p.m.,  it  was  decided  not  ta  hold  Lieutenant  Dewar’s 
party  and  it  returned  to  Company  billets.  The  detachments  under 
2nd  Corporal  Winning  and  Lance-Corporal  Leech  worked  under  heavy 
fire  from  1.30  to  4.30  a.m.  on  a  new  communication  trench  linking 
the  29th  Battalion’s  new  front  line  with  the  Quarry.  The  other  three 
parties  carried  up  water  and  flares,  and  brought  out  wounded.  During 
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the  night  a  hostile  plane  came  over  and  dropped  bombs  in  the  vicinity 
of  our  horse  lines. 

While  final  objectives  nowhere  had  been  permanently  occupied 
substantial  progress  was  reported.  On  our  left,  the  11th  Division  was 
firmly  in  possession  of  Schwaben  Trench,  and  the  18th  had  cleared  all 
but  the  northern  extremity  of  Thiepval.  Elsewhere  subsidiary 
attacks  put  the  21st  division  in  possession  of  Gueudecourt,  and 
Combles,  which  had  been  evacuated,  was  entered  by  the  56th  British 
Division  and  a  French  division  of  the  same  numerical  designation. 

Sappers  from  Section  3,  on  the  27th,  constructed  a  signal  hut  on 
Tara  Hill.  Repeated  attempts  were  made  by  our  troops  during  the 
day  to  improve  their  position  in  Kenora  and  Hessian  Trenches.  In 
spite  of  counter  attacks  which  had  to  be  beaten  off,  these  were  more  or 
less  successful,  while  our  neighbours,  advancing  from  the  west,  reached 
Stuff  Redoubt. 

The  26th  opened  with  bright  sky  and  clear  air,  so  th  t  visibility 
was  exceptionally  good.  One  of  our  officers  went  forward  to 
battalion  headquarters  in  Courcelette,  to  get  first-hand  information 
regarding  the  situation  which  might  be  of  use  should  the  Company 
be  called  on  for  further  trench  work.  The  29th  and  31st  Battalions, 
after  sustaining  heavy  casualties,  had  been  replaced  during  the  night 
by  the  26th  and  19th.  Nevertheless,  a  considerable  advance  had 
been  made.  The  26th  was,  at  the  time,  holding  a  1  ne  astride  the  east 
and  west  Miraumont  Roads,  while  the  19th,  having  disappeared  into 
the  blue,  was  reported  deployed  in  “shell  hole”  formation  on  an  arc 
about  a  mile  north-east  of  the  Quarries.  28th  Battalion  headquar¬ 
ters  was  in  a  deep  dugout,  the  crowded  entrance  of  which  received  all 
“overs”  from  the  bombardment  of  a  derelict  tank,  stranded  50  yards 
to  the  north. 

Preparatory  to  taking  over  from  the  6th,  Major  Robertson,  of 
the  9th  Field  Company,  called  on  the  O.C.  at  rear  billets.  Section 
3  continued  its  building  operations.  Headquarters  improved  accom¬ 
modation  on  the  Ancre,  and,  at  night,  with  Section  4  and  50  pioneers, 
extended  the  tramway  across  our  old  trench  system. 

Roughly  laid,  inadequate,  and  remote  from  our  advancing  front 
as  this  transportation  facility  is,  its  end  of  steel  is  welcomed  as  a  god¬ 
send  by  weary  stretcher  bearers  and  their  long-suffering  burdens, 
heading  blindly  for  the  nearest  dressing  station  over  a  sea  of  tumbled 
earth. 

At  2  a.m.  the  party  was  relieved  by  Section  2  under  Lieutenant 
Dewar.  Both  artilleries  were  filling  the  air  with  the  scream  and 
crash  of  shells  all  night  long  ;  the  occasion,  it  now  appears,  being  a 
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The  Somme  :  1.  La  Boisselle  Crater.  2.  Company  Billets  on  the  Ancre.  3. 

Cupid  &  Co.  4.  German  Shovel  and  Rum  Jar.  5  and  6.  Senlis.  7.  Ser¬ 
geant  Crombie,  R.  L.  8.  Sergeant  Bonham.  9.  German  gas  mask. 
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desperate  struggle  for  possession  of  the  dominating  Schwaben  Redoubt 
which  the  18th  Division  had  breached  after  a  long  uphill  advance  the 
previous  afternoon.  Sapper  Madill  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  and 
Sapper  Johnson,  B.E.G.,  in  the  leg  by  shell  splinters.  A  relief  put  the 
4th  Brigade  in  occupation  of  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  front  with 
the  18th  and  20th  Battalions  in  line  from  right  to  left. 

Yesterday,  officers,  N.C.O.’s  and  sappers  of  the  9th  Field  Com¬ 
pany  reported,  and  have  since  accompanied  detachments  from  the 
6th  out  to  the  various  works  for  which  it  is  responsible.  The  weather 
continued  wet.  Imperials  on  our  right  retrieved  failure  of  earlier 
attempts  to  capture  Destremont  Farm  by  rushing  the  place 
at  dawn. 

Following  their  success,  Lieutenant  MacPherson  was  dispatched, 
with  two  N.C.O.’s,  to  establish  an  advanced  headquarters  for  the  2nd 
Brigade  near  the  old  German  gun  position  400  yards  south  of  the 
Sugar  Factory.  Another  subaltern  located  a  further  extension  of  the 
tramway,  which  it  is  proposed  to  push  forward  to  a  junction  with  an 
existing  German  line,  so  as  to  utilize  the  cutting  just  beyond  Cource- 
lette  for  a  dump.  In  place  of  stakes,  both  pieces  of  work  were  laid 
out  with  Mauser  and  Lee  Enfield  rifles  which  littered  the  ground  every¬ 
where.  Lieutenant  MacPherson  began  constructing  the  first,  last 
night,  with  a  party  of  48  infantry,  while  Lieutenants  Calvin  and  Page, 
relieved  at  2  a.m.  by  Lieutenants  Dewar  and  Alport,  carried  on  with 
the  second.  At  8  o’clock  this  morning,  Captain  Ellis,  with  about 
half  the  Company  transport,  proceeded,  via  Bouzincourt,  to  Senlis, 
where  billets  were  taken  over  from  the  9th  Field  Company.  He  was 
followed  at  2  p.m.  by  Sections  1  and  3.  Remainder  of  the  Company 
will  wait  over  until  to-morrow  for  completion  of  relief. 

In  a  further  effort  which  began  at  four  this  a  ternoon,  the  11th 
Division  captured  a  portion  of  Stuff  Redoubt  and  joined  hands  with 
our  troops  in  Hessian  Trench. 

7th  October,  1916 

For  an  entire  week  the  Company  has  been  out  of  the  line.  So 
long  as  likelihood  of  stopping  bullet  or  shell  remained,  nerves  were 
subject  to  continuous  strain,  realized  only  now  that  the  tension  is 
relaxed.  Men  spent  the  first  few  days  of  rest  erecting  huts  with  such 
material  as  could  be  wangled  from  a  neighbouring  R.F-  dump.  Officers 
secured  a  tent  for  their  mess. 

Weather  continued  overcast  up  to  dusk  on  the  5th,  when  half  a 
gale  from  the  north  cleared  the  sky.  Yesterday,  crispness  in  the  air 
sent  men  about  their  not  too  arduous  tasks  with  a  certain  joie  de  vivre, 
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that  misgiving  regarding  duration  of  this  cushy  life  could  not  suppress. 
To-day  more  wind  is  blowing  under  a  canopy  of  grey  cloud. 

Since  midweek  leave  to  Amiens  has  been  granted,  daily,  to  two 
officers  and  a  proportionate  number  of  other  ranks.  Hopping  lorries 
is  the  preferred  method  of  covering  the  30  miles  there  and  back ;  even 
for  those  whose  charger’s  legs  are  equal  to  the  journey. 

Flanked  on  three  sides  by  a  labyrinth  of  canals,  and  elsewhere 
by  wooded  boulevards,  the  ancient  capital  of  Picarfy  must  always 
have  been  a  place  of  extraordinary  charm,  if  only  as  a  setting  for  its 
magnificent  cathedral.  Now  Allied  warriors  of  all  ranks  crowd 
l’Hotel  du  Rhin,  Charlie’s  Bar,  Restaurant  Dufourmantelle,  the  little 
oyster  cafe  at  No.  3  Rue  des  Corps  Nuds  sans  Teste,  and  scores  of 
lesser  places  of  refreshment.  Many  find  their  way  to  Place  Notre 
Dame  and  allow  their  gaze  to  travel,  with  varying  degrees  of  admira¬ 
tion,  above  the  minster  s  sandbagged  portals,  to  exquisite  traceries  in 
stonework  outlined  against  the  sky.  Others,  quicker  to  appreciate 
the  niceties  of  human  architecture,  are  content  to  stroll  with  the  crowd 
in  Rue  des  Trois  Cailloux,  and  appraise,  with  war  weary  eye,  the  trim 
underpinning  and  not  less  gracefully  proportioned  upper  lines  of  the 
city’s  feminine  youth.  Two  years  ago  these  pavements  resounded  to 
the  tramp  of  marching  Germans,  who,  after  holding  the  maire  and 
leading  citizens  as  hostages  for  a  fortnight,  vanished  at  the  approach 
of  a  strong  French  force. 

Since  Sunday,  the  proprietor  of  the  field  adjoining  Company 
billets  has  almost  completed  getting  in  his  crop  of  winter  wffieat,  and 
the  battle  across  the  Ancre,  which  our  guns  will  not  permit  one  to 
ignore,  has  progressed  another  stage.  At  3.15  p.m.  that  day,  the 
Canadian  Corps  attacked  between  Destremont  Farm  and  Grand- 
court  Road,  with  the  20th,  18th,  22nd,  25th  and  24th  Battalions  of 
the  2nd  Division  and  the  5th  and  4th  C.M.R.’s  of  the  3rd.  Our  line 
was  advanced  several  hundred  yards,  but  portions  of  Regina  Trench, 
captured  in  the  first  rush,  had  to  be  relinquished.  On  the  4th  Eau- 
court  fell  to  the  47th  London  Division. 

Since  July  1st  the  following  50  divisions  have  taken  part  in  the 
Somme  fighting  :  1st  to  9th  inclusive,  11th  and  12th,  14th  to  21st 
inclusive,  23rd,  24th  and  25th,  29th  to  39th  inclusive,  41st,  46th  to 
50th  inclusive,  55th,  56th,  Guards,  1st  and  2nd  Australians,  N.Z., 
Cavalry  and  all  four  belonging  to  the  Canadian  Corps,  the  4th  having 
just  gone  in. 

From  the  elevated  plateau  in  front  of  Englebelmer  and  Mailly- 
Maillet  one  can  overlook  the  upper  valley  of  the  Ancre  and  make  out 
with  field  glasses  remains  of  villages  still  in  enemy  hands,  as  far  as  the 
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curious  mound  or  tumulus 
called  Butte  de  Warlen- 
court.  In  the  middle  dis¬ 
tance,  a  few  splintered  tree 
trunks  and  tumbled  masses 
of  masonry  mark  the  site 
of  Thiepval.  Within  its 
limits,  and  beyond,  not  a 
single  moving  creature  can 
be  discerned.  Nearer  at 
hand,  down  in  our  part  of 
the  valley,  men  and  vehi¬ 
cles  go  openly  about  their 
business  through  the  vil¬ 
lages  of  Hamel,  Mesnil  and 
Authuille.  Thiepval  was 
overrun  by  the  36th  Divi¬ 
sion  on  the  first  day  of  the 
great  push,  but,  though  the 
Ulstermen  reached  Schwa- 
ben  Redoubt  and  hung  on 
all  day,  their  flanks  were 
in  the  air,  and  troops  of 
the  180th  German  Regi¬ 
ment,  who  are  said  to  have 
garrisoned  the  village  con¬ 
tinuously  for  two  years  prior  to  its  fall,  the  other  day,  closed  in  behind 
and  recovered  all  ground  they  had  temporarily  lost. 


Traceries  in  Stonework 


14th  October,  1916 

The  2nd  Canadian  Division  has  moved  north  out  of  the  Somme 
Area.  On  the  8th  orders  were  received  for  the  march.  The  day  was 
cloudy  with  showers,  but  towards  evening  it  cleared. 

At  4.30  a.m.  a  second  attempt  had  been  made  to  capture  Regina 
Trench  by  the  1st  and  3rd  Canadian  Divisions.  Initial  success, 
which  included  a  bag  of  200  prisoners,  was  followed  by  partial  with¬ 
drawal  as  a  result  of  counter  attacks.  Le  Sars  was  taken  by  the  23rd 
Division,  but  further  south  the  offensive  was  without  permanent 
result. 

Dull  weather  continued  throughout  the  9th.  At  2  p.m.  the 
Company  pulled  out  of  Senlis  and  proceeded  over  the  route  it  had 
traversed  a  month  earlier,  but  in  reverse  direction,  to  Val  de  Maison. 
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Here,  in  tents  which  had  since  been  erected  for  a  reinforcement  camp, 
quarters  were  found.  One  big  crowded  Y.M.C.A.  marquee  was 
provided  with  a  piano  from  which  the  educated  fingers  of  Sapper 
Dunning  drew  harmonies  that  kept  his  audience  rehearsing  all  the 
latest  popular  melodies  far  into  the  night. 

The  10th  was  fine  and  clear.  At  noon  the  Company  broke  camp 
and  marched  five  miles  to  Beauval  where,  after  a  search  for  the 
Town  Major,  which  ended  at  l’Hotel  de  Ville,  comfortable  billets  were 
secured  in  houses  off  the  main  street. 

The  route  followed  next  day  had  been  laid  out  to  exclude  Doul- 
lens,  the  imposing  citadel  of  which,  is  said  for  years  to  have  sheltered 
no  more  formidable  garrison  than  the  inmates  of  a  girls’  school. 
Passing  instead,  by  way  of  Gezaincourt,  around  its  northern  limits, 
the  column  turned  left-handed  off  the  Frevent  highway,  two  miles 
further  on,  and  halted  for  the  night  at  Ransart,  a  group  of  cottages 
and  outbuildings,  totally  inadequate,  but  into  which  the  personnel  of 
all  sections  managed  to  crowd.  The  one  house  of  any  pretensions 
was  occupied  by  two  ladies,  apparently  the  only  gentle  folk  in  the 
place,  who  contributed  to  the  general  hospitality  by  providing  hampers 
of  apples  from  a  none  too  plentiful  store. 

Joining  the  6th  Brigade  Group  outside  Bouquemaison  at  10  a.m. 
on  the  12th,  the  Company  marched  with  it  as  far  as  the  Canche  Valley, 
and  thence  independently  to  Sars-lez-Bois.  Lunch  was  eaten  alongside 
the  road  beyond  Rebreuviette.  Repeated  efforts  to  alleviate  the 
grievance  of  complaining  muscles,  with  music  squeezed  from  an 
asthmatic  accordion  proving  fruitless,  the  company  tailor,  to  his 
comrades’  undisguised  relief,  gave  the  instrument  to  a  village  urchin. 
Only  fifteen  minutes  prior  to  the  main  body’s  arrival  the  billeting 
officer  rode  into  Sars  on  a  blown  charger.  He  had  set  out  early 
enough  but  to  a  bad  start,  arriving  after  an  hour’s  travel,  somewhat 
to  his  own  surprise,  at  Occoches,  five  miles  to  the  south  west,  when  he 
should  have  been  a  like  distance  in  precisely  the  opposite  direction. 

Yesterday’s  march  brought  the  company  to  Bajus,  where  it  still 
is.  The  starting  point,  half  a  mile  east  of  Maizieres  on  the  Penin 
Road,  was  passed  at  10.20  a.m.,  and  Chelers  an  hour  and  a  half  later. 

Weather  conditions  have  been  ideal  for  the  trek,  cool,  and  except 
for  brief  appearances  of  the  sun  on  the  10th  and  13th,  overcast. 
Roads  have  been  by  no  means  level,  but  feet  accustomed  to  the  un¬ 
compromising  cobblestones  of  Belgium,  found  in  their  prevailing 
macadam  a  welcome  resilience. 

To-day  has  been  cloudy,  but  with  no  trace  of  haze  in  the  atmos¬ 
phere.  From  the  hill  above  Baius  an  enormous  extent  of  the  thickly 
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populated  Artois  country  is  visible.  At  intervals  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach  with  powerful  field  glasses,  huge  conical  mounds  can  be  seen 
rising  out  of  the  level  plain,  summits  of  the  more  distant  appearing 
above  the  horizon  as  a  hardly  distinguishable  mirage  against  a  back¬ 
ground  of  pallid  sky.  These  apparently  are  slagheaps  marking 
locations  of  the  various  mine  heads  or  “Fosses”  of  the  Lens  coal 
.fields. 

Major  Malcolm,  with  Lieutenants  Dewar  and  Calvin,  rode  to  6th 
Brigade  Headquarters,  Fresnicourt,  where  the  Honourable  Francis 
Grosvenor  has  taken  over  duties  of  Staff  Captain.  Here  they  were 
directed  to  report  to  the  C.R.E.  of  the  37th,  which  the  2nd  Canadian 
Division  is  relieving.  They  later  visited  the  field  company  in  Aix 
Noulette,  which  the  6th  is  to  replace. 

Authority  has  recently  been  granted  in  orders  for  the 
wearing  of  “wound  stripes”.  These  are  to  consist  of  pieces  of  No.  1 
Russia  gold  braid,  two  inches  long,  sewed  vertically  on  the  left  sleeve. 
The  number  of  stripes  is  to  indicate  how  often  the  wearer’s  name  has 
appeared  in  the  “wounded”  casualty  lists. 

21st  October,  1916 

The  15th  was  dull  and  fine.  At  nine  the  Company  proceeded, 
under  Captain  Ellis,  to  Maisnil  les  Ruitz,  and  thence  to  Barlin,  a 
mining  town  of  considerable  size.  Accommodation  was  secured  in 
the  corons,  suburban  districts  containing  rows  of  miners’  cottages, 
built  well  enough,  but  laid  out  with  painful  rectangularity. 

The  O.C.,  accompanied  by  two  subalterns,  again  went  forward 
and  inspected  a  portion  of  the  trench  system.  Next  day,  with  other 
section  officers  t  nd  some  N.C.O.’s,  they  completed  relief  of  the  152nd 
Field  Company  R.E.  The  37th  Division,  to  which  the  latter  belongs, 
held  the  extreme  left  of  the  British  attacking  line  during  preliminary 
stages  of  the  Somme  show.  Last  month  it  took  over  the  front  between 
Souchez  and  Maroc  from  the  Royal  Naval  Division,  which  had 
replaced  the  47th  about  the  middle  of  July. 

At  sundown,  the  main  body  of  the  Company  marched  into  Aix 
Noulette  and  occupied  billets  which  had  just  been  vacated.  The 
village  for  the  most  part  is  in  ruins,  a  few  only  of  its  once  snug  houses 
remaining  more  or  less  intact.  Set  back  off  the  north  side  of  a  street 
running  west  from  the  Place,  with  a  walled  garden  and  protected 
shelter  in  rear,  one  of  these  was  reserved  for  use  as  officers’  quarters 
and  mess.  Further  east  along  the  same  street  on  its  south  side,  almost 
opposite  an  estaminet  which  a  woman  and  her  two  daughters  still 
operate,  the  orderly  room  was  opened.  Accommodation  was  found 
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for  Section  2  between  it  and  the  mess.  Headquarters  Section  went  to 
ground  in  desirable  cellars  facing  the  roofless  church,  with  Section  3 
just  around  the  corner.  Section  1,  after  several  tentative  moves, 
settled  down  in  a  great  draughty  building  that  had  been  a  school. 
C.S.M.  Rashley  and  Sergeant  “Pat”  Stewart  shared  a  little  ornamental 
tower  in  the  mairie  garden. 

The  main  highway  from  Bethune  passes  through  the  village  and 
disappears  over  a  low  rise,  400  yards  beyond.  This  is  the  road 
to  the  trenches.  Advancing  along  it,  one  is  suddenly  confronted 
with  a  view  of  extraordinary  interest.  As  first  seen  by  our  men, 
mellow  autumn  sunshine  brought  every  detail  into  relief.  Straight 
ahead  towards  Arras  runs  the  tree  lined  chaussee  with  a  deep  com¬ 
munication  trench  along  one  side.  On  its  immediate  right,  dense 
foliage  of  an  extensive  wood  partially  conceals  the  blanched  remains 
of  Noulette  Chateau  and  village.  Elsewhere  is  disclosed  the  whole 
wide  panorama  of  our  own  and  the  enemy’s  forward  areas. 

Near  at  hand,  the  ground,  seamed  with  old  “parallels”  dug  by 
the  French  prior  to  their  great  attack  of  May  1915,  but  now  covered 
with  a  rank  overgrowth  of  vegetation,  falls  away  gradually.  Beyond, 
etched  in  snowy  white,  existing  intricate  front  line  trench  systems  zig 
zag  irregularly  on  either  side  of  a  moss  green  No  Man’s  Band.  This 
winds  northward  in  enormous  serpentine  bends  to  where  a  curious 
pair  of  twin  slag  heaps  known  as  the  Double  Crassier  jut  out  along  the 
horizon.  Here  and  there,  uncouth  jumbles  of  wreckage  mark  the 
sites  of  coal  pits.  With  glasses,  the  brickstacks  of  Wingles  are  just 
visible.  Further  south,  crowded  out  of  Lievin  and  Angres,  clusters 
of  white  and  red  houses  cling  to  slopes  below  the  wooded  heights  of 
Riaumont  and  Hirondelle. 

On  closer  approach,  Vimy  Ridge  comes  into  view,  buttressed  at 
its  northern  extremity  by  a  bald  shell  pocked  bastion  known  as  the 
Pimple.  Over  its  shoulder,  like  blind  sentinels,  the  skeleton  towers 
of  Fos  e  6  upraise  their  monstrous  pulley  heads  to  disconcert,  with 
eyeless  scrutiny,  those  who  venture  forth  from  cover. 

Behind  our  right  front,  the  highway  passes  over  a  spur  of  Lorette’s 
dominating  bulk,  before  dropping  into  the  valley  beyond.  Here, 
within  a  few  months,  a  once  obscure  village  passed  out  of  existence, 
and  in  passing  gained  imperishable  renown.  Locally  its  name,  Souchez, 
survives  to  designate  an  area  for  which  the  6th  Brigade  has  now  be¬ 
come  responsible.  This  is  divided  by  a  more  or  less  east  and  west 
line  into  two  subsectors.  Souchez  1,  the  most  southerly,  was  taken 
over  from  the  8th  Lincolns  on  the  16th,  our  29th  Battalion  coming 
in  and  establishing  transpontine  touch,  at  night,  with  troops  belonging 
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to  the  24th  Division.  Simultaneously,  the  31st  Battalion  replaced 
8th  Somerset  Light  Infantry  between  Ash  Road  and  Sap  15- A,  where 
the  5th  C.I.  Brigade’s  Calonne  Sector  begins. 

Sections  2  and  4  had,  in  the  meantime,  been  detailed  to  take 
charge  of  trench  maintenance  and  betterment  in  the  right  and  left 
subsectors. 

Material  is  much  like  that  encountered  on  the  Somme;  chalk, 
more  or  less  pulverized  and  covered,  except  on  the  extreme  left,  by  a 
heavy  overburden  of  clay.  South  of  Rotten  Row,  the  old  front  line 
is  practically  a  washout,  being  held  only  by  night  patrols  and  an  occas¬ 
ional  post.  Kellet  line,  Bosche  Walk,  The  Straight  and  Pyrenees 
form  a  close  support.  The  first  two  are  deep,  narrow,  traversed  and 
provided  with  sandbagged  fire  bays.  All  are  generally  in  a  shockingly 
bad  state  of  disrepair.  Behind  them  is  a  series  of  main  resistance  or 
reserve  trenches;  Headquarters,  Morrow,  and  Cooker  Alley.  Open¬ 
ing  off  Headquarters,  at  S2a03  and  M32c20,  both  front  line  battalion 
commanders  have  their  posts  of  command.  Northumberland  Avenue, 
with  Helmer,  Ration  and  Arras  Road  trenches  constitute  a  practically 
continuous  line  of  communication  from  front  to  rear  through  the 
centre  of  the  sector.  Other  C.T’s  in  less  frequent  use  are  Company 
Trench,  Madelin,  Ash  Road  and  Angres  Alley  which  has  naturally 
been  corrupted  into  Angry  Sally.  Bajolle  Line,  Bajolle  Switch  and 
Boyau  Laprade  are  relics  of  French  occupation.  They  are  garrisoned 
by  the  battalion  in  brigade  reserve  and  kept  up  mainly  in  connection 
with  a  defence  scheme  for  Lorette  Ridge. 

Work  on  all  dugouts  and  emplacements  in  the  forward  area  was 
taken  in  hand  by  Section  1.  Headquarters  Section  was  told  off  to 
assist  gunners  of  the  Lahore  Artillery  in  carrying  out  an  ambitious 
programme  inherited  from  their  predecessors.  This  includes  com¬ 
pletion  of  an  ammunition  store  in  Noulette  Wood,  erection  of  14 
reinforced  concrete  double  skinned  gun  emplacements,  the  repair  of 
others  and  construction  of  an  underground  loopholed  chamber  for 
an  O-Pip  on  Lorette  Spur.  Section  3,  in  reserve,  was  charged  with 
custody  of  trench  stores  and  other  material  in  R.E.  dumps.  Five 
reinforcements  reported. 

The  17th  was  cold  and  cloudy.  Lance  Corporal  Marquis,  elated 
at  the  prospect  of  a  commission  in  R.F.A.,  left  for  England. 

As  illustrating  the  preponderance  of  trench  mortar  activity  in 
this  sector,  the  enemy  pitched  over  a  hundred  projectiles  between 
6.00  a.m.  and  3.00  p.m.  Some  of  them  were  5. ’9s,  but  20  pound 
sausages  and  a  few  200  pound  bouquets  from  “Minnie”  made  up  the 
majority. 
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Casualties  from  this  form  of  warfare  are  not  numerous,  as  practic¬ 
ally  all  occupied  trenches  are  provided  with  underground  shelter  for 
men  not  on  duty.  It  plays  the  mischief,  however,  with  entrances 
to  dugouts,  many  of  which  were  built,  none  too  strong,  by  our  allies. 
It  also  puts  the  wind  up  sappers  charged  with  their  repair  and  others 
working  on  a  new  one  close  to  the  junction  of  Kellet  Right  and  Com¬ 
pany  Trench. 

We  have  nothing,  as  yet,  equivalent  to  Minnie,  though  No.  1 
Section  are  hard  at  work  on  a  concealed  emplacement  for  a  Flying 
Pig  Mortar  in  a  disused  bit  of  trench  running  south  from  Madelin. 
Finishing  touches  are  also  being  put  to  a  new  home  for  a  60  pounder 
Toe  Emma  in  Ash  Road,  opposite  Sebastapol  Sap. 

Early  morning  mist  on  the  ISth  gave  place  to  rain  which,  after  a 
clear  interval  ir  the  afternoon,  recommenced  and  continued  to  fall  inter¬ 
mittently  throughout  the  19th.  Some  trenches  began  to  fall  in. 
Warned  by  last  year’s  unhappy  experiences,  Brigade  agreed  to  supply 
all  available  men  to  clear,  drain  and  revet  them.  Beginning  with 
Ration  Trench,  the  work  has  since  been  put  in  hand  and  is  progressing 
under  the  supervision  of  Lieutenants  Page  and  Calvin.  Lieutenant 
Dewar  went  on  leave  via  Bethune. 

Since  yesterday  the  weather  has  been  fine,  with  a  light  frost 
last  night.  Northumberland  Avenue  was  hit  square  by  a  big  un’  and 
completely  blocked.  From  the  sap  in  front,  infantry  to-day  report 
indistinct  sounds  of  tunnelling.  These  probably  are  produced  by  our 
own  R.E.,  whose  workings  extend  almost  directly  underneath.  Their 
only  other  mine  runs  out  under  Rotten  Row  from  behind  Bosche  Walk. 

Until  yesterday,  only  C  Company  of  the  2nd  Pioneers  had  been 
available  to  assist  sections  with  trench  maintenance.  Infantry 
battalions  are  now  supplying  80  men  to  No.  1  Section  for  shift  work 
on  dugouts.  They  are  also  supposed  to  look  after  certain  front  and 
support  trenches  on  their  own,  a  system  which  has  never  been  found 
to  work  satisfactorily. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Inksetter,  C.R.E.  of  the  4th  Canadian 
Division,  but  better  remembered  as  the  4th  Field  Company’s  popular 
O.C.,  has  been  killed  near  Pozieres. 

28th  October,  1916 

A  bright  October  sun  flung  long  shadows  across  Arras  Road  as  our 
day  shifts  started  out  for  work  on  Sunday  morning.  It  was  later 
obscured  by  clouds  and  has  not  since  reappeared.  Observers  from 
that  branch  of  the  service,  which  goes  ubique,  quo  fas  et  gloria  ducunt, 
found  their  way  to  the  O-Pip  on  Lorette  Spur,  which  Sergeant  Bon- 
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SouchiJz  SECTOR  :  1.  Ruitz.  2.  Aix-Noulette  School.  3.  In  the  Mairie  Garden. 
4.  Bethune.  5.  Souchez.  6.  French  Dump.  7.  Route  d’Angres.  8.  Ser¬ 

geant  Huyck,  C.  B. 
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ham’s  party  is  now  endeavouring  to  get  finished.  Erom  its  carefully 
concealed  loophole  they  registered  guns  on  suspected  emplacements. 
One  keen  youth,  watching  for  hostile  reaction  to  our  Stokes  gun  fire, 
claimed  identification  of  a  certain  perforated  brick  wall  in  Angres 
as  the  fountain  head  of  that  particular  stream  of  monster  trench 
wrecking  projectiles  which  had  been  making  life  miserable  for  garrison 
and  work  parties  in  the  Kellets  and  Bosche  Walk.  Whether  or  not 
his  observation  was  at  fault,  big  and  little  ones,  masked  by  damp 
mist  and  a  persistent  drizzle,  continued  coming  over  next  day  with 
greater  frequency  than  ever.  Three  recruits  reported,  all,  judging 
from  their  names,  of  Irish  extraction. 

Following  repairs  to  the  main  pipe  line  completed  by  Section  4, 
a  test  was  made,  on  the  24th,  of  the  whole  water  system  which  supplies 
the  trenches.  Lieutenant  Calvin  and  Corporal  Ellis  left,  on  the  25th, 
for  a  course  at  the  Canadian  Corps  School.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
on  the  26th,  inspected  troops  billetted  in  Barlin. 

Both  days  were  wet,  a  condition,  for  once,  not  entirely  without 
advantage,  since  it  enabled  the  1st  and  3rd  Canadian  Divisions  to 
replace  the  24th  and  60th  south  of  Souchez,  without  disclosing  crowded 
condition  of  roads  to  enemy  observers.  The  24th  is  moving  into  the 
Loos  Area  on  the  left  of  our  own. 

Yesterday  more  rain,  driven  before  gusts  of  raw  wind,  filled  tren¬ 
ches  near  the  junction  of  Ash  Road  and  Kellet  Left,  knee  deep,  with 
water  and  mud.  The  Company  opened  a  workshop  at  the  south  end 
of  Aix  Noulette  for  fabrication  of  revetting  frames,  mine  sets,  and 
box  drains.  At  9.45  p.m.,  the  Artillery  started  an  intense  bombard¬ 
ment  of  Vimy  Ridge  south  of  the  Pimple,  presumably  to  let  the 
enemy  know  Canadians  are  in  occupation  on  this  side  of  the  crest. 

At  4.20  this  morning, the  enemy  blew  a  small  mine  in  No  Man’s 
Land,  within  easy  range  of  our  60  pounder  trench  mortar  behind 
Sebastapol  Sap,  the  emplacement  for  which  is  now  finished. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  with  the  much  more  elaborate  pen 
for  the  Flying  Pig.  Excavation  in  the  main  chamber  and  revetment 
of  its  embrasure  are  carried  on  by  day,  the  latter  being  kept  covered 
by  a  screen.  Spoil  is  removed  at  night  to  neighbouring  shell  holes 
where  it  is  sprinkled  with  grass.  Parties  on  this  and  other  work  which 
has  to  be  carried  on  under  cover  of  darkness  have  been  going  out  after 
midnight  to  avoid  being  held  up  by  reliefs  and  ration  parties.  There 
is  no  moon  and  the  stars  are  seldom  visible. 

The  27th  and  28th  Battalions  have  just  come  out  from  their  first 
6  days  in  the  line,  the  former  moving  via  Ration  Trench  to  divisional 
reserve  in  Noulette  Wood,  and  the  latter  via  Angres  Alley  to  the  Spur. 
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Use  of  Company  Trench  by  day  is  forbidden,  since  troops  passing 
through  it  are  under  hostile  observation.  Our  men  carrying  material 
by  night  to  the  dugout  at  its  junction  with  Kellet  have  to  risk  stopping 
bullets  by  travelling  overland,  since  the  entire  lower  end  is  a  washout. 
A  report  on  its  condition  and  possible  repair  has  been  sent  to  the  C.R.E. 

Cheering  news  has  been  received  from  Verdun,  where  the  French 
have  made  a  great  advance  and  bagged  4,500  prisoners. 
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4th  November,  1916 

Rain  has  fallen  every  day  this  week.  Reports  of  slides  in  all 
clay  trenches  have  continued  coming  in  since  Tuesday.  The  enemy, 
that  day,  made  direct  hits  on  Kellet  Right  which  completely  blocked 
it  in  two  places.  Incidentally,  an  officer  of  the  Company,  trapped  in 
the  portion  between  blocks,  had  to  make  a  20  yard  dash  overland  to 
get  clear.  A  new  type  of  gas  helmet,  the  Small  Box  Respirator,  was 
issued  to  the  Company.  About  sundown  a  transitory  gleam  of  golden 
light  appeared  through  a  rift  in  the  prevailing  murk.  A  night  party 
under  Lieutenant  Dewar  started  opening  up  Company  Trench. 

On  the  1st,  a  huge  Minnie  fell  square  on  top  of  an  old  French  dug- 
out,  partially  wrecking  the  timbers  supporting  its  roof,  despite  12  feet 
of  solid  chalk  cover.  Reinforced  concrete  poles  that  once  supported 
a  transmission  line  behind  Aix  Noulette  were  blown  down  with  gun¬ 
cotton  by  a  detachment  from  Headquarters  Section.  The  O.C.,  144th 
Heavy  Battery  claimed  they  obstructed  his  field  of  fire  and  were  used 
as  ranging  targets  by  the  enemy. 

For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Company  to  make  good  depreda¬ 
tions  caused  by  weather  and  hostile  activity,  an  officer  and  51  men 
from  the  2nd  Entrenching  Battalion  were  attached  to  it.  At  the  same 
time  two  sappers  and  three  supernumerary  officers  from  the  Depot 
were  taken  on  strength.  Of  the  latter  Lieutenants  W.  A.  Adam  and 
E.  Miall  reported  on  the  2nd  and  Leiutenant  H.  S.  Weldon  on  the 
3rd.  Yesterday  the  sky  was  full  of  scurrying  tatters  of  cloud  though 
rain  held  off  until  noon.  The  27th  and  28th  Battalions  came  back 
into  the  line. 

To-day  hostile  T.M.  bombs,  over  a  score  of  which  came  over, 
played  havoc  with  Kellet  and  Northumberland  Avenue.  Further 
left,  where  the  range  is  longer,  rifle  grenades  burst  without  warning 
about  our  men,  who  now  work  6  hours  at  a  shift.  Tonight  rain  re¬ 
commenced  with  the  advent  of  darkness. 

11th  November,  1916 

Section  2,  on  the  5th,  started  building  a  bath  house  for  the  resting 
battalion  in  Noulette  Wood.  A  wind,  full  of  the  warm  South  but 
blowing  with  hurricane  force,  brought  showers  in  its  train.  It  died 
out  shortly  after  noon  next  day,  when  more  rain  fell  in  torrents. 

Of  late  the  methodical  Bosche,  starting  daily  at  10.30  a.m.,  has 
been  serving  up  for  our  benefit  a  matutinal  ration  of  sausage.  At 
that  hour  on  Monday  the  subaltern  detailed  by  the  6th  Canadian 
Brigade  to  amuse  himself  with  what  pukka  gunners  consider  an  illegi¬ 
timate  branch  of  their  service,  was  in  Helmer  Trench  with  a  Stokes 
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gun,  waiting  for  proceedings  to  begin.  Immediately  the  first  hostile 
projectile  came  tumbling  over,  he  dropped  six  of  his  own  little  self 
starting  missies,  in  quick  succession,  down  their  tube,  and  had  them 
bursting  about  his  opponent’s  place  of  business  before  the  latter’s 
second  delivery  had  commenced  its  journey.  This  6  to  1  rate  of  re¬ 
taliation  he  kept  up  throughout  the  chukker  which,  in  consequence, 
was  not  only  considerably  curtailed  but  has  since  been  repeated  at 
much  less  regular  intervals. 

Reverting  to  the  old  arrangements  whereby  front  line  work  is 
directed  by  the  Company  instead  of  a  Battalion  Works  Officer,  the 
31st  supplied  87  men  to  start  reclaiming  Kellet  Left.  A  hundred 
pioneers,  at  the  same  time,  began  clearing  and  revetting  Kellet  Right. 
Fifty  who  remained  to  carry  out  similar  work  in  Arras  Road  C.T., 
which  had  become  blocked  in  the  vicinity  of  Colonel’s  House,  have 
since  joined  them. 

The  7th  was  colder,  early  showers  developing  into  a  steady  down¬ 
pour.  Taking  advantage  of  a  change  in  weather  next  day,  hostile 
snipers  were  active.  One  of  our  expert  marksmen  who  makes  his 
headquarters  in  Madelin,  has  an  effective  system  of  dealing  with  these 
nuisances.  Posting  an  assistant  further  along  the  trench  to  manipu¬ 
late  a  dummy  behind  a  low  spot  in  the  parapet,  he  keeps  watch  with 
glasses  for  the  flash  of  a  rifle  from  some  suspected  loophole.  Once 
this  is  located  his  own  weapon  speaks,  and  thereafter  there  are  seldom 
any  further  indications  of  activity  from  that  particular  locality. 
Except  for  highly  specialized  work  such  as  this  the  rifle  has  practically 
become  obsolete.  Men,  some  of  our  sappers  included,  lug  them  about 
covered  with  breech  cloth  and  muzzle  stopper,  concerned  chiefly 
with  the  business  of  keeping  lock  and  barrel  clean  enough  to  pass 
muster  at  the  next  inspection. 

The  9th  was  fine  and  cool.  The  27th  Battalion  moved  back  to 
Lorette  Spur  and  has  since  supplied  100  men  for  work  at  night,  be¬ 
sides  50  by  day  on  rear  defences. 

Yesterday  there  was  a  touch  of  Indian  summer  in  the  atmosphere 
which  remained  mild,  damp  and  impregnated  with  the  faint  odour  of 
dead  leaves.  A  drying  out  room  for  infantry  was  completed  and  put 
in  operation.  At  2.30  p.m.,  the  indefatigable  O.C.  Toe  Emmas, 
operating  from  the  new  plum  pudding  emplacement  behind  Ash  Road, 
blew  the  stuffing  out  of  York  Crater,  into  the  lip  of  which  the  enemy 
had  driven  some  screw  stakes  with  a  view  to  its  consolidation.  Due 
notice  was  given  of  the  strafe,  which  was  witnessed  by  delighted 
spectators  who  had  suffered  much  and  often  from  similar  demonstra¬ 
tions  viewed  from  the  receiver’s  stand  point.  By  way  of  retaliation, 
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Noulette  Wood  was  heavily  shelled.  A  direct  hit  on  one  of  the  huts 
killed  an  officer,  Captain  MacCallum,  and  two  men^  besides  wounding 
other  occupants. 

Large  sapper,  infantry  and  pioneer  work  parties  at  night  repaired 
dugouts  and  trenches,  or  struggled  with  the  problem  of  front  line 
drainage.  An  enormous  moon  appeared  over  the  crest  of  Lorette 
Ridge.  Under  the  spell  of  its  magic  thin  wisps  of  vapour  rose  from 
the  sodden  earth  and  wove  themselves  into  sheets  of  diaphanous  fabric. 
The  28th  Battalion  packed  up  its  belongings  and  moved  to  Bouvigny 
Huts. 

To-day  has  been  alternately  fine  and  showery.  The  big  under¬ 
ground  dressing  station  at  the  junction  of  Headquarters  and  Ration 
Trenches  has  been  completed  and  turned  over  to  the  6th  Field  Am¬ 
bulance.  Its  main  entrance,  which  has  a  slope  of  one  in  five,  is  wide 
enough  to  pass  two  men  abreast  carrying  a  stretcher.  This  is  inter¬ 
cepted  by  a  second  incline,  dug  by  our  predecessors  who,  evidently 
without  making  a  survey  to  determine  its  course,  conceived  the  mis¬ 
taken  idea  that  it  would  provide  ventilation  and  access  to  what  is 
actually  a  dead  end  of  the  chamber. 

Finishing  touches  have  also  been  put  to  the  O-Pip  on  Lorette 
Ridge.  To  form  a  detonating  surface  over  its  loophole,  precast  con¬ 
crete  slabs  were  laid  under  sod  which  had  to  be  removed  and  replaced 
in  such  a  way  as  to  avoid  evidence  of  disturbance.  A  short  passage 
leads  back  to  a  bombproof  dugout  fitted  with  two  bunks  and  a  table 
which,  in  turn,  is  connected  to  a  trench  in  rear  by  an  inclined  shaft. 

18th  November,  1916 

Ejection  over  the  week  end,  by  the  4th  Canadian  Division,  of  the 
last  German  from  Regina  Trench  brings  Colonel  Macphail’s  forecast 
“Pys  before  Christmas,”  literally  interpreted,  a  step  nearer  fulfillment. 
Its  phonetic  implication  is  less  likely  to  be  realized;  neither  is  a  war 
now  entering  on  its  third  winter  apt  to  be  appreciably  shortened 
thereby.  If  indeed  history  be  taken  as  a  guide,  the  conflict  may  still 
be  in  its  preliminary  stage.  Hostilities  started  in  Edward  Ill’s  reign, 
convulsed  France  for  a  hundred  years.  Another  period  of  warfare, 
which  was  terminated  in  1648  by  Conde’s  victory  at  Lens,  within 
a  rifle  shot  of  the  very  position  we  now  occupy,  lasted  thirty. 
Our  men,  it  is  true,  are  not  greatly  concerned  whether  these  trenches 
will  still  be  tenanted  a  twelve  month  or  a  decade  hence,  being  too  busily 
engaged  in  providing  such  drainage  and  revetment  as  will  prevent 
recurrence  of  last  year’s  lamentable  conditions.  Only  below  ground 
are  their  works  being  made  as  permanent  as  possible  with  the  materials 
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available;  plank,  pit  props  and  rolled  steel  joists  being  good  to  with¬ 
stand  decay  in  porous  chalk  for  long  periods.  There  exists,  of  course, 
liability  to  damage  by  the  enemy.  To  reduce  this,  depth  of  roof  on 
new  construction  near  the  front  has  been  increased,  and  provision 
made  for  additional  stairways  with  right  angle  turns  and  other  bomb 
trap  devices.  A  second  exit  of  this  sort  has  been  started  under  the 
parados  for  the  Kellet-Company  Trench  junction  dugout.  The 
intention  is  to  carry  it  down  on  a  45%  slope,  with  two  breaks,  changing 
direction  through  180%  so  that  it  will  pass  under  the  trench  itself 
and  join  a  passage  now  being  driven  westerly  to  meet  it.  A  somewhat 
similar  arrangement  is  being  carried  out  at  the  company  headquarters 
near  Mustard  corner.  Here,  however,  the  new  incline  opens  off  the 
front  line,  whence  it  slopes  down  to  a  low  level  chamber  from  the  rear  end 
of  which  a  short  ramp  gives  access  to  the  original  support  trench  dugout. 

To  ensure  proper  closure  with  shifts  working  towards  one  another 
from  two  faces,  careful  check  of  distance  and  direction  has  to  be  kept. 
In  narrow  crooked  or  traversed  trenches  and  in  steep  inclined  shafts, 
where  the  magnetic  needle  is  affected  by  local  disturbance  from  cor¬ 
rugated  iron,  wire,  and  steel  beams,  tedious  precautions  have  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  error. 

Request  for  a  small  transit  or  other  direct  angle  measuring  instru¬ 
ment  with  reversing  and  plunging  sight  facilities,  was  forwarded  through 
the  C.R.E.  to  the  Director  of  Mines.  After  an  appropriate  delay,  the 
latter  replied  that  any  surveying  required  of  field  companies  could  be 
carried  out  by  means  of  the  prismatic  compasses  with  which  they  are 
supplied. 

The  Corps  Commander  with  his  chief  of  staff,  General  Radcliffe, 
visited  the  forward  area  on  Sunday. 

Not  satisfied  with  retaliation  for  hostile  fire,  our  Toe  Emmas 
have  adopted  a  new  policy.  They  now  take  the  initiative.  On  the 
13th  and  14th  they  again  bombarded  York  Crater,  while  on  the  16th, 
with  field  and  heavy  guns,  they  took  their  part  in  a  combined  shoot. 

On  the  other  hand  hostile  machine  gun  fire  has  increased.  A 
night  or  two  ago,  near  French  Dump,  four  men  belonging  to  a  work 
party  became  casualties.  Driver  Callahan  got  a  bullet  through  his 
coat,  and  one  of  our  horses  was  wounded  in  the  neck.  Orders  have 
been  issued,  by  the  way,  that  all  draught  animals  shall  be  clipped. 

Since  Wednesday  there  has  been  much  east  wind  and  “gas  alert” 
has  been  in  force.  Heavy  frost  on  Friday  night  covered  puddles  with 
ice.  Four  of  our  pusher  planes  patrolled  the  front  yesterday,  but 
each  time  a  single  enemy  plane  attempted  to  come  over  fire  from  the 
Archie  behind  Haunted  House  drove  him  back. 
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A  card  picked  up  near  the  road  to  Angres  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  our  airmen  have  added  to  their  other  duties,  distribution  of 
propaganda.  The  inscription  on  it  reads: 

“Was  ist  das  beste  Eutter,  sprich, 

“Fur  hungernde  Nationen? 

‘Halts  Maul,  halunk,  was  kummerts  dich?’ 

“Der  Reim  lacht: — Blaue  Bohnen! 

(Arno  Holz) 

“Gieb  dich  gefangen.  Wer  will,  der  kann  Raume  jene,  die  dich 
zur  schlachtbank  fuhren,  aus  dem  Weg,  jene  allein  sind  deine  Eeinde. 
Willst  du  elend  verrecken?  Gedenke  der  Deinen.  Opfere  Dich  nicht 
fur  Fursten  und  Geldsacke  Deutschlands.  Hilf  dir  selber,  so  wird 
Dir  Gott  helfen.  Frisch  auf  gemagt.” 

Snow  before  dawn  this  morning  turned  later  on  to  drizzling  rain. 
In  spite  of  this  a  violent  trench  mortar  strafe  which  broke  out  on  our 
left  lasted  for  an  hour. 

Some  changes  have  been  made  in  the  roster  of  officer  duties. 
Lieutenant  MacPherson  has  been  seconded  for  special  work  with  Corps, 
Lieutenant  Miall  is  taking  over  all  artillery  construction,  while 
Lieutenants  Adam  and  Weldon  are  alternating  with  the  commanders 
of  Section  2  and  3  in  the  trenches. 

25th  November,  1916 

Men  attached  to  the  Company  from  the  2nd  Entrenching  Battal¬ 
ion  were  relieved  by  a  fresh  lot  on  the  19th.  Weather  continued  show¬ 
ery  until  night  when  it  cleared.  Ration  Trench,  on  which  a  party  of 
26,  half  sappers,  worked,  was  jammed  with  traffic  after  dark. 

Rain  recommenced  late  on  the  20th.  At  dusk  an  officer  of  the 
Company  crept  down  Company  Trench  and  along  our  apology  for  a 
front  line,  whence  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Cooke  of  the  27th,  who  has  been 
reported  missing,  went  out  last  Saturday  night.  At  the  post  100 
yards  south  of  Northumberland  Avenue,  now  hardly  recognizable 
as  a  trench,  a  half  section  was  changing  guard.  Otherwise  not  a  single 
sentry  was  encountered.  In  the  semi  darkness,  hostile  prowlers 
could  sneak  over  and  scupper  our  sappers  emptying  spoil  from  the 
Kellet  dugout,  without  anyone  being  the  wiser.  No  doubt  the  growing 
pile  of  chalk  excites  the  enemy’s  curiosity  as  much  as  that  in  his 
front  line,  diagonally  opposite  across  the  Souchez  River,  does  ours. 
It  is  strongly  suspected  that  his  underground  workings  on  this  side, 
of  which  the  great  white  mound  in  Bois  en  Hache  is  evidence,  extend 
under  our  old  so-called  Entrenchment  Line. 
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On  the  21st  Section  4  relieved  Section  3  on  trench  patrol  and 
Eorette  Ridge  defences,  and  Headquarters  Section  on  Ration  Trench, 
Section  3  at  night  taking  over  Section  4’s  work  on  Kellet  and  Head¬ 
quarters  becoming  responsible  for  Arras  Road  C.T.  and  Angres  Alley. 
A  battalion  relief  was  also  carried  out.  Lieutenant  Calvin  went  on 
leave. 

A  plan  showing  all  dugouts  in  the  area  was  sent  to  the  C.R.E.  on 
the  22nd.  Fifty  pioneers  started  work  on  the  Straight,  east  of  Ash 
Road,  seventy  were  detailed  to  Kellet  Right  and  20  retained  for 
Arras  Road.  Horse  No.  50  was  killed  at  night  between  French  and 
Ration  Dumps.  The  27th  Battalion  supplied  150  men  from  Bouvigny 


Aix-NoucETTE 


Huts.  Lieutenant  Miall  began  building  a  mortuary  in  Noulette 
Wood. 

Following  two  delightfully  clear  crisp  days,  during  which  visibil¬ 
ity  remained  exceptionally  high,  yesterday  was  dull  and  showery. 
Our  9.2’s  however,  continued  to  search  Angres  for  suspected  T.M. 
emplacements.  Intense  gunfire  on  our  left  was  occasioned  by  a 
26th  Battalion  raid  opposite  Pickaxe  Corner.  Hostile  retaliation 
caused  casualties  among  pioneers  working  near  Colonel’s  House,  and 
in  a  water  supply  repair  party  up  Angres  Alley. 

Rain  this  morning  has  settled  into  a  steady  downpour.  Every¬ 
thing  is  consequently  very  quiet.  A  projected  raid  by  the  31st 
Battalion  on  trenches  opposite  Sebastapol  Sap  has  been  postponed 
on  account  of  uncut  wire.  Corporal  Scott,  C.C.,  has  been  struck  off 
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strength  on  being  granted  a  commission  in  the  27th  Battalion.  Orders 
require  that  bits  shall  be  removed  when  horses  are  being  watered 
and  that  rum  shall  not  be  issued  concurrently  with  pea  soup  or  Oxo. 

2nd  December,  1916 

Sometime  after  midnight  on  the  26th  Sapper  Doidge  J.,  heard 
muffled  thuds  as  of  enemy  mining  under  the  Kellet-Company  Trench 
dugout.  Excavation  was  suspended,  but,  though  experts  from  the 
155th  Tunnelling  Company  listened  with  a  geophone  throughout  most 
of  the  following  day,  the  sounds  were  not  repeated.  It  was  presumed, 
therefore,  they  had  been  caused  by  some  of  our  men  digging  nearby, 
and  work  was  resumed.  The  occurrence  has  not  tended  to  steady 
nerves  beginning  to  wear  thin.  Occupants  of  a  post  in  the  Double 
Sap  dispersed  a  German  patrol.  Weather  remained  overcast  and 
cool.  An  Albatross  flew  low  over  Eorette  Ridge  without  making  any 
attempt  to  conceal  its  contempt,  actual  or  assumed,  for  our  anti¬ 
aircraft  service.  Lahore  gunners,  prior  to  relief  by  units  of  our  own 
divisional  artillery,  staged  a  final  trench  mortar  demonstration  without 
eliciting  any  response.  Six  reinforcements  reported  to  the  Company. 

At  3.30  a.m.,  on  the  27th,  the  31st  Battalion  raided  a  salient 
opposite  Rotten  Row.  Two  of  the  garrison  were  killed.  No  prisoners 
were  brought  back.  After  sunrise  visibility  was  good.  The  right 
subsector  was  heavily  strafed  with  shrapnel  which  kept  bursting  over 
the  trenches  with  loud  detonation  and  much  greenish  yellow  smoke. 
Planes  were  active. 

After  quieting  down  long  enough  for  completion  of  a  battalion 
relief,  hostilities  broke  out  about  9.30  p.m.,  with  renewed  violence. 
Following  explosion  of  a  big  mine  by  the  182nd  Tunnelling  Company 
1,000  yards  due  east  of  Cabaret  Rouge  Cemetery,  14th  Battalion 
troops  rushed  the  crater  and  secured  identifications.  The  enemy 
responded  with  a  lot  of  trench  mortar  and  machine  gun  fire.  The 
former  blew  up,  with  spectacular  effect,  one  of  our  ammunition  dumps. 
Lieutenant  W.  S.  Laing,  formerly  Sergeant  of  No.  1  Section,  fell  a 
victim  to  the  latter,  being  instantly  killed  by  a  bullet  through  the 
head.  He  had  just  been  posted  to  the  2nd  Field  Company.  News 
of  his  sudden  end  was  received  with  deep  sorrow  by  former  comrades, 
particularly  those  fellow  Queensmen,  who  enlisted  with  him  in  the 
detachment  from  Kingston  that  became  the  nucelus  of  our  own  com¬ 
pany.  Two  days  later,  under  a  bleak  November  sky,  he  was  buried 
in  Villers  au  Bois  Cemetery,  with  full  military  honours.  The  O.C. 
and  several  other  representatives  of  his  old  unit  rode  over  to  attend 
the  funeral. 
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Kellet  Right,  having  been  rehabilitated,  was  handed  over  to 
the  infantry  for  maintenance.  Work  was  started  by  Corporal  Ellis 
on  a  new  dressing  station  at  the  junction  of  Arras  Road  and  Boyau 
158  ieme. 

The  enemy,  on  the  last  day  of  November,  attempted  to  destroy 
our  Ash  Road  minehead  with  minnies,  no  less  than  11  falling  in  or 
close  to  the  trench.  One  officer  and  two  other  ranks  were  killed  and 
nine  other  ranks  wounded,  all  from  the  27th  Battalion. 

During  dense  fog,  which  ushered  in  December,  an  enemy  patrol, 
ten  strong,  approached  our  lines  on  the  right,  not  far  from  where 
sappers  of  No.  1  Section  are  at  work.  Fortunately  they  were  spotted 
and  dispersed  by  a  Lewis  gun  crew.  A  shift  in  wind  brought  gas 
alert.  Lieutenant  General  Turner’s  valedictory  was  published  in 
orders.  He  is  relinquishing  command  of  the  Division  to  assume 
charge  of  the  Canadian  forces  in  England. 

To-day  has  been  less  thick.  At  1.00  p.m.,  all  our  heavy  and  siege 
batteries  opened  fire.  The  enemy,  it  is  said,  attempted  to  rush  Mon¬ 
treal  Crater,  the  one  blown  on  Monday  night. 

During  the  week  raids,  alarms  and  reliefs  have  retarded  progress 
on  works.  Fortunately  the  weather  has  been  fine.  Since  the 
20th  ultimo  three  men  per  section  per  day  have  been  granted 
passes. 

At  a  more  or  less  convenient  distance  behind  every  sector  of  the 
front,  there  exists  some  town  possessing  sufficient  attraction  in  the 
way  of  shops,  restaurants,  canteens  and  estaminets  to  make  it  the 
mecca  of  officers  and  men  temporarily  relieved  from  the  exactions  of 
military  duty. 

In  this  category  are  Poperinghe,  Bailleul  and  Bethune.  Being 
only  eight  miles  from  Aix  Noulette  the  last  mentioned  can  be  reached 
by  horse,  bicycle  or  lorry  in  an  hour  and  a  half.  Readers  of  Dumas 
will  recall  the  dramatic  adventures  of  d’Artagnan  and  his  three  com¬ 
panions  there  during  a  memorable  four  day  furlough  which  Athos 
managed  to  have  prolonged  to  six,  not  including  an  additional  night 
at  either  end  secured  by  inducing  M.  de  Treville  to  post  date  their 
warrants.  Cavaliers  of  a  less  temperamental  race,  but  otherwise 
with  characteristics  not  greatly  changed  by  the  elapse  of  three  cen¬ 
turies,  still  ride  into  the  town  to  escape  the  monotony  of  trench  warfare. 
Demolition  of  its  ancient  fortifications  and  the  surrounding  forests, 
the  suppression  of  all  religious  houses  including  those  of  the  Carmelite 
Nuns  and  development  of  the  coal  fields  have  doubtless  changed  subur¬ 
ban  topography.  They  can  nevertheless  find  good  food  and  wine 
at  the  Lion  d’Or,  and  may  purchase  mess  supplies  at  the  B-E-F-  can- 
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teen  or  articles  of  apparel  from  pretty  shop-girls  in  the  Grande  Place 
hard  by  a  quaint  old  Spanish  clock  tower. 

9th  December,  1916 

The  first  two  days  of  this  week  were  exceptionally  clear.  Hostile 
machine  guns  started  yelping  like  a  lot  of  hungry  coyotes  as  one  of 
our  bombing  squadrons  passed  over  them  on  Monday.  Since 
then  for  the  most  part,  the  whole  country  has  been  shrouded  in  thick 
mist  or  drizzling  rain.  Despite  this,  German  gunners  have  been 
making  extraordinarily  good  practice.  On  the  5th  they  punctuated 
Arras  Road  with  a  series  of  shell  holes  between  Haunted  House  and 
Maistre  Tine.  Two  days  later  four  big  minnies  plumped  into  Bosche 
Walk.  A  like  number  messed  up  Helmer  to-day. 

The  elusive  weapon  which  enfildades  portions  of  these  trenches 
has  once  more  been  definitely  located;  this  time  in  a  house  on  the 
outskirts  of  Cite  de  Caumont  by  our  own  Divisional  Artillery.  Their 
predecessors  by  the  way  have  moved  up  behind  the  4th  Brigade 
where,  it  is  rumoured,  elaborate  plans  for  the  enemy’s  discomfiture 
are  being  hatched. 

Punishment  visited  on  this  sector  recently  has  probably  been 
in  retaliation  for  raids  pulled  off  elsewhere  along  the  front.  Under 
cover  of  dense  fog,  on  the  6th,  the  52nd  Battalion  cut  a  path  through 
wire  north  of  the  Arras-Lens  Road  with  Bangalore  torpedoes,  climbed 
the  parapet  beyond  and  fished  out  a  couple  of  prisoners.  At  4.40 
this  morning,  and  again  an  hour  later,  similar  enterprises  were  carried 
out  or  attempted;  one  by  the  3rd  Battalion  on  the  Pimple,  and  the 
other  opposite  Forges  Sap  south  of  Neuville  St.  Vaast  by  the  60th. 

The  29th  and  31st  which  went  into  the  line  last  Sunday,  came 
out  again  this  evening.  The  former  took  advantage  of  recent  thick 
weather  to  strengthen  our  none  too  elaborate  front  line  wire.  Low 
visibility  has  also  enabled  our  men  to  work  on  top  by  day. 

Walking  over  these  fields  calls  to  mind  the  price  our  allies, 
had  to  pay  for  their  redemption.  Remains  of  their  own  and  enemy 
troops  lie  thick  above  the  unturned  sod.  Many  of  the  former,  judging 
by  their  fezzes,  faded  red  sashes  and  brass  studded  belts,  are  Senegalese. 

Leave  warrants  are  now  coming  through  more  freely.  Armed 
with  one  Lieutenant  Adam  left  yesterday  for  Auld  Reekie. 

A  new  headquarters  for  the  left  Company  in  Souchez  II.  is  being 
constructed  by  No.  1  Section.  It  is  to  be  a  dugout  of  the  ordinary 
kind  with  an  8  by  18  foot  chamber  7  feet  high,  excavated  40  feet  below 
the  pile  of  tumbled  chalk  separating  Link  Alley  and  Pyrenees.  In¬ 
clined  entrances  at  either  end  will  connect  it  to  those  trenches. 
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Twenty  eight  other  ranks  with  two  year’s  clean  crime  sheets  are 
being  awarded  good  conduct  stripes. 

Ever  since  23rd  November,  when  Mackensen  crossed  the  Danube 
and  struck  north  to  meet  Ealkenhayn’s  army  advancing  through 
Transylvania,  Roumania’s  position  has  been  desperate.  Now,  with 
one-half  of  her  territory  including  Bucharest  and  the  oil  fields  in  enemy 
hands,  her  entry  into  the  war  is  generally  conceded  to  have  been  a 
mistake. 

16th  December,  1916 

The  10th  was  dull  and  wet.  Early  that  morning,  away  to  the 
south,  representatives  of  the  58th  Battalion  had  stolen  across  No 
Man’s  Land  at  a  crater  called  The  Pulpit  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
their  respects  with  Mills  bombs,  to  the  garrison  of  a  post  on  the  further 
side.  Our  staff,  in  some  unexplained  way,  was  given  to  understand 
that  any  social  obligations  survivors  may  have  incurred  thereby 
would  be  vicariously,  but  none  the  less  promptly  and  adequately, 
discharged,  also  that  those  particular  trenches  which  the  28th  Bat¬ 
talion  happened  to  be  occupying  at  the  time  had  been  selected  for 
the  return  call.  The  usual  warnings  were  sent  out  and  work  was 
cancelled  but,  though  sundry  green  flares  ascended  against  a  back¬ 
ground  of  starlit  sky,  no  visitors  turned  up,  and  eyes  strained  to  detect 
movement  beyond  our  front  saw  only: 

“The  celestial  huntsman  on  his  nightly  rounds 

Scaling  the  arch  of  heaven  to  blood  his  ghostly  hounds.” 

The  enemy  next  day  was  alert  and  inquisitive.  Planes  came  over 
and,  for  the  first  time  in  months,  his  kite  balloons  were  aloft. 

Falling  moisture  on  the  12th  turned  to  snow  but  resumed  its 
liquid  form  before  night,  which,  in  consequence,  was  black  as  the 
nethermost  pit.  A  third  entrance  to  the  Kellet-Company  dugout 
was  broken  through  to  a  bit  of  trench  in  rear.  At  5.00  a.m.,  men  at 
work  felt  the  ground  shake  as  though  a  camouflet  had  been  blown. 
There  was  no  bombardment. 

In  order  to  provide  a  rest  for  each  section  in  turn  No.  4,  on  the 
13th,  moved  back  to  Sains  en  Gohelle,  and  the  following  schedule  of 
reliefs  was  drawn  up: 

19th  December,  Section  4  to  relieve  Section  1. 

25th  December,  Section  1  to  relieve  Sect  on  3. 

3  st  December,  Section  3  to  relieve  Section  2. 

6th  January,  Section  2  to  relieve  Headquarters. 

13th  January,  Headquarters  to  relieve  Section  4 

The  relieved  section  in  each  instance  will  be  in  reserve  for  6  days 
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during  which  training  will  be  carried  on  between  the  hours  of  8.00  a.m., 
and  noon. 

In  Sains'  and  its  neighbourhood  are  located  the  horse  lines  of 
all  three  field  companies.  Hitherto  matters  relating  to  transport 
have,  in  accordance  with  established  usage,  been  under  jurisdiction 
of  the  skipper.  His  thankless,  not  always  easy  and  sometimes  impos¬ 
sible  business  it  has  been  to  preserve  discipline  in  the  mounted  ranks, 
to  see  that  horses  are  properly  fed,  watered,  groomed  and  stabled;  to 
maintain  harness  and  vehicles  spotlessly  clean,  despite  constant  use 
in  all  sorts  of  weather  and,  above  all,  to  ensure  that  materials  seldom, 
and  rations  never  fail  to  arrive  on  time. 

Henceforth  responsibility  for  due  performance  of  these  tasks 
will  devolve  on  others,  Captain  Ellis,  on  the  14th,  having  moved  to 
Aix  with  the  object  of  assuming  direct  charge,  under  the  O.C.,  of  all 
trench  work.  His  former  duties  were  taken  over  by  the  senior  subal¬ 
tern.  The  day  was  fine.  An  infantry  wiring  party  at  night  was 
driven  in. 

Yesterday  and  to-day  have  been  wet,  cold  and  disagreeable. 
Hostile  gunfire  has  become  more  than  usually  active  of  late.  A 
direct  hit  on  Ration  Trench  destroyed  20  yards  of  revetting  and  com¬ 
pletely  blocked  it,  Ration  dump  has  been  ordered  closed  to  day-carrying 
parties.  On  the  other  hand  a  shoot  by  our  heavies  seems  to  have  at 
last  knocked  out  the  enemy’s  big  troublesome  trench  mortar  which 
has  been  silent  since  last  Monday.  Command  of  the  2nd  Canadian 
Division  was  taken  over  on  the  15th  by  Major  General  Burstall. 

Memories  of  Christmas  1914  still  rankle  in  the  official  mind. 
Fraternizing  with  the  enemy  is,  according  to  recent  orders,  a  Court 
Martial  offence. 

Qualified  B.  C.  electors  are  now  recording  their  votes  at  the 
Town  Major’s  office  in  Aix  Noulette. 

23rd  December,  1916 

Impenetrable  fog  again  cloaked  Lorette  Ridge  on  the  17th.  Under 
its  cover  one  could  wander  at  will  and  note  further  stages  in  last 
year’s  long  drawn  out  struggle.  A  few  blocks  of  masonry  and  the 
decapitated  stump  of  a  tree  alone  remain  to  mark  the  site  of  Notre 
Dame  Chapel.  In  a  trench  alongside,  following  its  capture,  our  Allies 
set  up  a  little  shrine  which  is  still  intact.  Behind  every  bit  of  natural 
cover,  particularly  in  the  Fond  de  Buval  which  German  troops  re¬ 
linquished  only  after  being  surrounded  on  three  sides,  bodies  of  those 
who  have  gone  West  still  cleave  to  the  ground,  as  though  Death  had 
not  long  ago  discovered  their  places  of  concealment.  Out  in  front, 
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beyond  Company  and  Helmer  Craters,  are  a  couple  of  exposed  and 
rarely  visited  trenches  marking  intermediate  stages  in  the  advance 
In  them  little  heaps  of  improvised  grenades,  mostly  soda  bottles 
filled  with  melinite  containing  bits  of  scrap  iron,  illustrate  need  thus 

early  for  weapons,  other  than  rifle  and  bayonet,  wherewith  to  extir- 
pate  a  foe  gone  to  earth. 

Back  in  Sains,  Sappers  of  Section  4  and  drivers  listened  to  a  de- 
lgitful  concert  given  by  the  Canadian  band  which  recently  played 
m  Pans.  Particularly  enjoyed  was  the  new  Colonel  Bogey  March. 


East  wind,  potentially  malignant  in  inverse  ratio  to  its  strength,  blew 
on  the  18th,  with  scarcely  sufficient  force  to  dissipate  early  mist 
but  ample  to  justify  gas  alert  precautions.  Sapper  Mallock  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  England  for  a  commission  in  the  R.F.C. 

An  infantry  detachment  surprised  while  moving  out  to  occupy 
Northumberland  Post  had  its  strength  reduced  by  three;  two  being 
wounded  and  one  missing.  The  172nd  Tunnelling  company  blew 
a  mine  under  the  lip  of  Tidza  Crater  which  the  light  infantry  unit 
that  consolidated  it  has  named  Patricia. 

The  19th  was  bitterly  cold  with  a  flurry  of  snow.  Section  1 
marched  back  to  Sains  en  Gohelle.  Crisp  air  and  sparkling  sunshine 
next  day  brought  out  our  own  and  the  enemy’s  aircraft.  His  gunners 
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fired  30  rounds  into  Aix  Noulette.  During  the  afternoon  a  heavy- 
bombardment  developed  on  our  right,  across  the  Souchez  River. 
All  troops  in  the  area  were  ordered  to  stand  to,  and  machine  gun  crews 
took  up  their  battle  positions.  A  detachment  from  the  1st  C.M.R. 
having  gained  access  to  the  enemy’s  front  line  immediately  north  of 
the  Arras-Lens  Road,  through  a  mine  gallery,  captured  58  prisoners. 
To  replace  Lieutenant  Calvin  who  has  been  seconded  to  the  CR.E.  as 
Assistant  Adjutant,  Lieutenant  Dewar  took  over  Section  4,  together 
with  all  work  on  dugouts.  He  relinquished  command  of  Section  2  to 
Lieutenant  Adam.  Five  recruits  reported. 

The  21st  was  alternately  cold,  wet,  mild  and  fine.  The  Divis¬ 
ion’s  new  G.O.C.  accompanied  by  Brigadier  General  Ketchen  made  a 
round  of  the  trenches. 

Rain  fell  heavily  yesterday.  Trench  Mortars  damaged  Helmer 
and  Kellet.  The  27th  and  28th  Battalions  relieved  the  other  two. 
Torn  clouds  scattering  rain,  to-day  raced  low  over  the  tree  tops  before 
wind  which,  since  darkness  set  in,  has  swept  the  sky  clear.  Incidentally 
the  gale  has  blown  down  a  cook  house  in  the  2nd  Entrenching  Battal¬ 
ion’s  lines  killing  two  and  injuring  eight  men  who  were  inside. 

30th  December,  1916 

Someday,  when  bells  ringing  out  glad  tidings  at  Christmas  shall 
have  inspired  enough  people  with  the  sublime  wisdom  of  their  message, 
war  will  become  obsolete.  Until  then  Saint  Nicholas,  as  ambassador 
of  goodwill,  may  wear  chain  armour  and  carry  a  sword,  but  Mars 
will  not  again  be  able  to  masquerade  successfully  as  the  Angel  of 
Peace.  This  year,  behind  the  front,  “Villeins  clustered  round  the 
bowl  at  merry  Yule  to  make  good  cheer”  as  of  old,  while  those  on  duty 
continued  to  get  on  with  the  war  in  accordance  with  principles  laid 
down  in  Field  Service  Regulations  and  Infantry  Training. 

East  wind  too  high  for  “gas  alert”  still  blew  on  the  24th,  accom¬ 
panied  by  squalls  of  rain.  Except  for  a  few  whizbangs  on  Solferino 
Sap  and  sausages  near  Helmer  hostile  activity  during  the  day  was  nil. 
After  dark  the  enemy  searched  Arras  Road  with  salvos  of  seventy 
sevens.  Later,  following  a  raid  in  which  the  25th  Battalion  captured 
seven  prisoners,  sustained  gunfire  broke  out  on  our  left. 

Christmas  day  was  fine  but  overcast.  Little  was  accomplished 
in  the  way  of  trench  work.  Reconnaissance  of  all  wells  in  the  area 
was  made  and  a  report  on  their  condition  sent  to  the  C.R.E.  Our 
field  guns  cutting  wire  in  front  of  Northumberland  Post  fired  800 
rounds.  Extra  rations,  including  a  supply  of  plum  puddings,  were 
issued.  Due  to  scarcity  of  culinary  utensils,  dinner  was  served  to 
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each  section  at  a  different  hour.  Section  1  and  the  transport  had 
theirs  in  Sains.  The  others  ate  in  Aix  Noulette.  At  7.00  o’clock  the 
following  officers  foregathered  in  the  mess: 

Major  Malcolm,  Captain  Ellis,  Padre  Ketterson,  Lieutenants 
Weatherbe,  MacPherson,  Dewar,  Alport,  Page,  Adam,  Miall,  Weldon 
and  two  subalterns  from  the  2nd  Entrenching  Battalion.  Impending 
disaster  was  possibly  averted  by  one  of  Harry  Lauder’s  compatriots 
stubornly  refusing  to  sit  down  until  the  fourteenth  chair  was  brought  in 
and  a  neighbouring  mess  ransacked  for  a  guest  to  fill  it.  The  menu  was 
stretched  to  include  that  mysterious  compound  known  as  a  haggis 
together  with  flagon  of  liqueur  which,  for  purposes  of  disinfection, 
arrived  opportunely  by  mail,  disguised  as  a  hat  box. 

Without,  the  night  was  fine  but  bitterly  cold.  At  9.30  p.m.,  all 
guns  in  the  area  started  barking  and  continued  in  action  for  two 
hours.  A  hostile  patrol  approaching  our  post  in  the  Double  Sap 
had  been  greeted  with  a  volley  of  Mills  bombs  by  its  garrison.  The 
enemy  replied  with  machine  guns.  Red  flares  shot  up  in  every  direc¬ 
tion  and  the  show  was  on.  Losses  in  the  28th  Battalion  amounted 
to  two  killed  and  ten  wounded. 

Hoar  frost  before  dawn  yielded  to  bright  sunlight  on  the  26th. 
The  O.C.  went  on  leave.  Lieutenant  Alport  took  over  Section  1, 
Lieutenant  Weldon  replacing  him  in  command  of  Section  3.  .  Corporal 
Ellis,  Sapper  Hooper  and  Sapper  Madden  left  for  England  to  become 
gunner  officers.  There  was  another  flare  up  at  9.30  p.m.,  this  time 
far  away  to  the  North  where  18th  Battalion  raiders  got  into  a  post  on 
the  South,  or  German  side  of  the  Double  Crassier. 

Six  of  our  bombing  planes  going  over  on  the  27th  failed  to  draw 
fire.  A  mule  which  broke  loose  from  one  of  the  neighbouring  horse 
lines  was  seen  calmy  grazing  in  an  open  field  east  of  the  old  cabaret 
now  known  as  Colonel’s  House.  There  was  a  sudden  alarm  of  gas 
at  midnight.  From  then  on  until  dawn  shells  continued  coming  over 
in  a  steady  stream.  They  made  a  queer  buzzing  sound  and  burst  with 
a  faint  pop,  emitting  clouds  of  poisonous  vapour.  2,000  are  said  to 
have  landed  in  Bully  Grenay  where  seven  civilians,  unequipped  with 
masks,  became  victims.  Our  bombing  squadron  flew  east  again  next 
day  and  the  heavies  assisted  in  administering  punishment. 

Hitherto  fine  weather  had  enabled  sappers  to  make  good  progress, 
on  trench  improvement.  Rain,  however,  all  day  yesterday  developed 
into  a  veritable  downpour  at  night.  As  a  result  practically  the  whole 
forward  area  is  again  awash.  Drainage  from  as  far  back  as  Lorette 
Ridge  is  sweeping  down  across  Arras  Road  into  the  trench  alongside, 
which  is  like  a  river  in  spate.  It  has  filled  the  new  dressing  station 
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to  the  roof  and  is  now  syphoning  in  one  entrance  and  out  the  other. 
Flooring  and  revetment  are  afloat.  Ablain  Lane  is  nah  pooh.  Head¬ 
quarters  at  its  upper  end  contains  two  feet  of  liquid  ooze.  Cooker 
Alley  is  in  worse  state,  being  for  stretches  of  200  yards  from  one  to 
four  feet  under  water.  The  Kellets  and  Rotten  Row  can  only  be 
reached  by  overland  routes  after  dark.  By  the  irony  of  fate  a  burst 
occurred  in  the  pipe  line  which  supplies  our  trenches  with  drinking 
water  so  that  tonight  none  is  available  except  whatgoes  up  with  rations. 
The  humourist  who  clips  items  from  standing  orders  for  republication 
selected  this  one  for  to-day’s  issue  “All  other  ranks  must  have  a  bath 
before  proceeding  on  leave.” 

6th  January,  1917 

A  typical  north  of  France  winter  day,  short,  bleak  and  damp, 
brought  the  year  1916  to  a  close.  It  happened  to  be  Sunday,  though 
few  in  the  Company  possibly  were  aware  of  the  fact;  reclamation  of 
trenches  occupying  their  immediate  attention.  Due  to  porosity  of 
chalk  subsoil  much  water  had  drained  away  over  night,  leaving  behind 
a  deposit  of  slimy  mud.  Arras  Road  Dressing  Station  was  already 
half  empty.  Sills  at  both  entrances  and  an  offtake  ditch  will  prevent 
future  flooding. 

The  weather  on  New  Year’s  day  and  the  day  following  was  mild 
with  a  light  haze.  While  officers  were  at  lunch  on  the  1st,  Major 
Beeman’s  9.2’s  which  had  been  moved  into  a  garden  behind  the  mess 
last  week,  started  to  register.  As  a  result  most  of  the  ceiling  came 
down.  Another  break  in  the  new  pipe  line  from  Source  du  Surgeon 
was  discovered.  Lieutenant  Page  with  a  party  of  Headquarters 
sappers  and  10  P.W.P.  started  clearing  out  Ablain  Lane.  The  men 
were  able  to  work  on  top  owning  to  low  visibility.  Lieutenant  Dewar 
moved  to  Sains-en-Gohelle  on  the  2nd  and  assumed  the  duties  of 
Transport  Officer.  Award  of  his  well  merited  M.C.  appeared  in  the 
list  of  New  Year’s  honours.  Lieutenant  MacPherson  took  over  work 
on  deep  dugouts.  Continued  activity  of  the  big  howitzers  determined 
Captain  Ellis  to  find  a  new  mess.  Headquarters  Section  having  been 
ordered  to  vacate  its  billets  started  at  the  same  time,  moving  into  shel¬ 
ters  alongside  the  Marqueffles  Road,  poor  affairs  with  only  two  feet 
of  overhead  cover. 

An  infantry  relief  was  carried  out  on  the  3rd,  the  29th  Battalion 
coming  back  into  divisional  and  the  31st  into  brigade  reserve. 
The  senior  subaltern  went  on  leave.  The  day  was  raw  with  occasional 
showers.  A  new  orderly  room  at  R21d95  in  Noulette  Wood  was 
occupied.  Violent  trench  mortar  fire  broke  out  south  of  the  Pimple; 
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our  field  guns  bombarded  suspected  emplacements  in  Angres,  while 
the  heavies  took  on  some  target  behind  Fosse  6  against  which  they 
seem  to  have  a  particular  spite.  The  enemy  dropped  more  sausages 
into  Kellet,  Company  and  Headquarters  trenches,  besides  whiz¬ 
banging  the  old  maze  about  Cooker  Alley  at  its  upper  end. 

The  4th  opened  with  damp  fog  which  condensed  into  showers. 
Later,  during  clear  intervals,  enemy  parapets  could  be  observed 
going  up  in  fountains  of  mud  and  chalk  from  our  plum  puddings, 
while  our  field  batteries  attended  to  more  distant  targets.  Re¬ 
taliation  was  weak,  mostly  “drunken  sailors.”  Section  2  moved 
from  Sains  and  started  bunking,  with  20  pioneers,  in  Marqueffles. 
Work  on  Ablain  Lane  was  taken  over  by  the  31st  Battalion.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Weldon  inspected  a  narrow  gauge  track  running  back  through 
Noulette  from  Colonel’s  House.  Reconnaissance  of  old  trenches  on 
either  side  of  what  was  No  Man’s  Land  before  the  battles  of  May  9th 
and  June  16th,  1915  was  made  by  Lieutenant  Page  and  Sergeant 
Bonham.  These  run  from  French  Dump  to  Sap  18. 

Yesterday  the  sun  shone  weakly  through  a  cold  mist.  The 
trench  mortar  duel  was  renewed  on  our  right  with  such  intensity 
that  shortly  after  10.00  a.m.,  heavy  smoke  blotted  out  everything 
beyond  the  Pimple.  The  strafe  spread  to  our  own  front  and  became 
so  violent  that  an  hour  later  work  had  to  be  suspended.  The  27th 
suffered  nearly  twenty  casualties  including  four  killed.  Lieutenant 
C.  C.  Scott  with  part  of  his  platoon  was  in  one  of  the  old  Kellet  R. 
French  dugouts  when  a  200  lb  minnie  burst  on  top,  causing  the  roof  to 
collapse.  The  occupants  miraculously  escaped  serious  injury.  The 
stray  mule  has  apparently  been  hit.  It  was  seen  near  Bajolle  Line, 
to  right  of  Angres  Road,  dragging  its  near  hind  leg. 

To-day  has  been  cold  and  dull.  The  Corps  Commander,  General 
Byng,  made  a  tour  of  the  trenches.  Repairs  to  the  water  main  were 
completed.  The  row  up  near  the  Pimple,  it  appears,  was  caused  by 
the  225th  Tunnelling  Company  blowing  a  big  mine. 

13th  January,  1917 

20  O.R.  of  the  2nd  Entrenching  Battalion  returned  to  their  unit 
on  the  7th.  Owing  to  shelling  of  tramway  no  material  arrived  from 
Cup  Yard.  The  O.C.  returned  from  leave.  In  a  raw  wind  and  driv¬ 
ing  rain  our  Flying  Pig  mortar  fired  from  the  new  emplacement  behind 
Madelin  on  Monday.  The  very  first  shot  pitched  in  the  enemy’s 
front  line.  When  the  second  arrived  grey-coated  figures  were  seen 
making  for  cover  further  back.  Emma  Gees  joined  in  with  indirect 
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fire.  At  dusk,  the  noise  died  down  and  thereafter  the  night  was  quiet 
though  moonless  and  very  dark. 

Weather  cleared  on  the  9th,  but  remained  cold.  The  29th  and 
31st  took  over  front  trenches.  Lieutenant  Alport  went  on  leave. 
Lieutenant  Weldon  was  posted  to  No.  1  Section  which,  with  the  31st 
P.W.P.,  worked  on  Arras  Road  Communication  Trench.  There  was 
an  early  morning  bombardment  on  the  10th,  which  remained  misty 
and  wet.  Sections  1  and  3  continued  work  north  of  French  Dump. 
Guns  on  our  left  were  busy  all  day  cutting  wire  in  preparation  for  a 
raid  by  our  neighbours,  in  connection  with  which  the  255th  Miners 
were  ordered  to  blow  the  lip  off  Thompson  Crater,  and  the  6th  Brigade 
to  put  over  smoke.  All  P.W.P.,  were  taken  off  work  to  carry  bombs. 
At  night  the  Company  stood  to,  while  enemy  weapons  of  all  calibres 
pounded  our  communication  trenches. 

Drizzling  rain  on  the  11th  turned  to  snow.  Operations  were 
postponed  twenty  four  hours.  Fish  tails  searched  for  our  trench 
mortar  emplacements.  From  2.00  p.m.,  work  was  cancelled  on 
account  of  the  expected  raid.  The  enemy  was  nervous,  and  kept 
shelling  Ration  and  Headquarters  trenches  near  their  junction  and, 
after  dark,  those  on  the  5th  Brigade  front.  The  Company  again 
stood  to.  Notice  was  received  that  Major  Malcolm,  Lieutenant 
Weatherbe  and  Lieutenant  Alport  had  been  mentioned  in  despatches. 

Yesterday  was  raw,  with  gusts  of  rain  and  hail.  The  Y.M.C.A. 
in  Aix  Noulette  went  out  of  business.  The  outlaw  mule,  which  had 
been  reported  “presumed  dead,”  bobbed  up  again.  At  intervals, 
enemy  gunners  plastered  the  vicinity  of  the  Pump  House,  and  Noul¬ 
ette  with  volleys  of  77  and  5.9.  A  burst  of  shrapnel  caught  Sapper 
Boyle,  J.,  and  one  of  the  attached  infantry  while  at  work  in  Arras 
Road  Communication  Trench.  Both  were  wounded;  the  former  ser¬ 
iously  in  the  back.  The  27th  Battalion  deep  dugout  party  was  swit¬ 
ched  on  to  tramway  repairs  from  the  Pump  House  to  the  Clearing 
Station.  At  night,  a  dog  fight  between  patrols  from  the  26th  Battalion 
and  the  enemy  took  place  in  No  Man's  Land. 

Before  daylight,  this  morning,  the  head  of  Cooker  Alley  came  in 
for  a  strafe.  Later,  shelling  was  diverted  to  Ration  Trench.  Arras 
Road  Dressing  Station  was  finished.  More  drizzling  rain  and  wet 
snow  fell.  The  trenches  are  in  awful  shape.  Bajolle  Right  is  a 
washout.  The  97th  G.A.  Battery  keep  pounding  away  everlastingly 
at  the  Pimple.  They  are  said  to  have  broken  the  firing  record  for 
heavies  this  week. 

The  Allies  have  defined  conditions  on  which  they  will  consider 
cessation  of  hostilities.  It  is  black  as  pitch  out  tonight. 
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20th  January,  1917 

During  the  night  of  the  13th- 14th  the  enemy  again  strafed  the 
upper  end  of  Cooker  Alley  in  retaliation  for  our  Flying  Pig  which  is 
now  in  regular  operation.  Its  elaborate  emplacement,  built  by 
Section  1,  has  evidently  not  yet  been  spotted.  At  dawn,  a  curtain 
of  mist  hung  over  the  trenches.  Sappers  Hart  and  Crompton  tried 
to  catch  the  .  mule,  but  he  was  not  having  any.  When  the  mist 
lifted,  rain  fell.  1  he  usual  inter-battalion  relief  was  carried  out. 
Section  1  worked  all  night  on  German  Road  drain.  300  prisoners  are 
reported  to  have  been  bagged  on  the  Ancre. 

In  the  small  hours  of  the  15th,  a  28th  Battalion  sentry  at  the 
junction  of  Spinney  and  Cooker  Alley,  recaptured  a  trio  of  Hun 
prisoners  who  had  escaped  from  Bruay  Mines  and  were  heading  for 
Germany.  The  day  was  quiet.  Towards  afternoon  a  light  snowfall 
succeeded  the  usual  morning  haze.  Divisional  relief  was  postponed 
for  seventy-two  hours.  An  issue  of  chestnuts  was  made  in  place  of 
fresh  meat,  which  now  makes  its  appearance  on  the  menu  only  once  a 
week. 

Captain  Ellis  went  on  leave  on  the  16th.  Work  parties  were 
cancelled  on  account  of  a  projected  raid.  The  capture  of  a  5th 
Brigade  scout  officer  overnight  caused  the  staff  some  uneasiness, 
which  was  apparently  not  justified.  Anyway,  the  26th  Battalion 
claim  their  show  was  a  success.  All  the  guns  and  trench  mortars 
on  our  own  front  fired  for  an  hour  from  4.30,  including  the  “Pig.” 
A  party  of  5th  Field  Company  sappers,  under  Lieutenant  West  who 
was  wounded,  dropped  mobile  charges  down  enemy  dugouts. 

Thanks  to  its  cast  iron  jaw  and  disposition  to  bolt,  a  big  16  hand 
blood  mare  “Butterfly”  found  its  way  to  the  Company’s  horse  lines 
recently,  along  with  a  lot  of  the  usual  crock  class  of  remount  allotted 
to  “other  services.”  Late  on  Tuesday  night  it  got  away  from  its 
groom  while  waiting  for  the  return  leave  train  at  Bethune,  and  was 
only  run  to  earth  eighteen  hours  later  in  the  lines  of  a  divisional  am¬ 
munition  column  at  Beuvry. 

At  7.45  a.m.,  on  the  17th,  the  20th  and  21st  Battalions  staged 
another  big  raid,  breaking  through  to  the  German  second  line,  and 
capturing  the  record  bag  of  one  hundred  prisoners.  Lieutenant  W. 
M.  Goodwin,  late  of  No.  1  Section  and  now  with  the  4th  Field  Com¬ 
pany,  “blew”  a  flanking  trench  about  50  feet  long,  under  No  Man’s 
Land  by  the  new  device,  a  tube  bored  horizontally  underground  at  a 
depth  of  about  10  feet,  filled  with  ammonal  and  exploded.  He  says 
the  process  cannot  be  depended  on  to  succeed.  When  our  barrage 
dropped,  Section  1  was  just  coming  in  from  its  night’s  work.  Snow 
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covered  the  ground  and  continued  to  fall  throughout  the  day  until 
after  sunset.  Sappers  working  at  midnight  say  our  guns  on  the  left 
opened  up  again,  presumably  to  catch  enemy  work  parties  attempting 
to  repair  the  morning’s  damage. 

Melting  snow,  fog  and  rain  combined  to  make  the  18th  disagree¬ 
able.  There  was  little  activity  on  either  side.  The  3rd  Battalion 
marched  into  Aix  Noulette  behind  a  bugle  band.  The  last  two  dugout 
parties  reported  back  to  the  28th  and  29th  Battalions,  those  from  the 
27th  and  31st  having  already  left. 

Yesterday,  Sections  1  and  2  of  the  1st  Field  Company  arrived 
to  relieve  the  6th.  Lieutenant  Miall  and  2nd  Corporal  Patterson 
left  at  8.30  to  take  over  2nd  Field  Company  billets  in  Beugin.  The 
day  was  quiet  and  cold.  A  white  covering  still  lay  on  the  fields. 
Lance  Corporal  Reynolds  was  slated  for  a  commission  in  the  Infantry, 
and  Sappers  Lord,  T.  V.,  and  Quigley,  F.  G.,  for  similar  promotion 
in  the  Royal  Flying  Corps. 

To-day  the  1st  Canadian  Division  relieved  the  2nd.  Trenches 
are  frozen  solid.  Too  many  newcomers’  heads  looking  over  the  para¬ 
pet  drew  bursts  of  shrapnel. 

Since  coming  into  the  area,  the  Company,  in  conjunction  with 
work  parties  from  Brigade,  Entrenching  Battalion  and  Pioneers, 
has  carried  out  an  enormous  amount  of  drainage,  flooring  and  revet¬ 
ment  of  trenches.  Bad  weather,  combined  with  unprecedented 
hostile  Toe  Emma  activity,  has  required  muchof  this  tobe  done  over  sev¬ 
eral  times,  so  that  it  is  doubtful  if  front  and  support  lines  are  in  as  good 
condition  as  when  taken  over.  Underground,  permanent  improve¬ 
ment  effected  is  unquestioned.  Besides  the  system  of  bomb  proof 
galleries  and  chambers  at  the  junction  of  Kellet  Right  and  Company 
Trenches,  which  is  capable  of  sheltering  a  platoon,  most  of  the  old 
French  dugouts  in  Headquarters  Trench,  The  Straight,  Bosche  Walk 
and  The  Kellets,  including  Right  and  Left  Battalion  Headquarters, 
have  been  strengthened,  extended  and  repaired.  Company  Head¬ 
quarters  dugout,  behind  the  Double  Sap,  has  been  reconstructed 
and  the  new  one  between  Pyrenees  and  Link  Alley  completed.  The 
Canadian  Army  Medical  Corps  has  been  provided  with  two  large 
airy  underground  dressing  stations.  Emplacements  for  medium  and 
large  trench  mortars,  started  by  the  37th  Division,  have  been  finished, 
and  several  field  gun  pits  improved.  The  Artillery  has  also  been 
provided  with  a  shell  proof  observation  post  and  a  subterranean  re¬ 
serve  ammunition  store.  Rear  work  has  included  bunking  of  huts 
and  other  billets;  repairs  to  roads  and  tramways,  besides  the  usual 
fabrication,  custody  and  transport  of  trench  materials. 
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Papers  report  capture  of  three  or  four  hundred  German  prisoners 
and  some  trenches  east  of  Beaumont  Hamel,  within  the  past  ten  days. 

27th  January,  1917 

On  the  21st,  Sections  2  and  4  marched  to  Beugin.  The  other 
three  carried  on  until  completion  of  tasks  at  midnight.  Jack  Youngs, 
formerly  of  No.  1  Section  and  now  a  company  commander  in  the 
1st  Battalion,  visited  his  old  comrades.  The  1st  Brigade  put  on  a 
raid. 

Next  day  the  Company,  less  two  advance  sections,  said  good  bye 
to  Aix  Noulette  and  proceeded  via  Barlin  and  Houdain,  to  Beugin. 
Roads  were  frozen  and  slippery.  In  spite  of  this,  the  men,  who  were 
in  heavy  marching  order,  covered  fourteen  miles  in  five  hours,  includ¬ 
ing  the  usual  10  minute  hourly  halts.  Accommodation  for  officers 
and  some  N.C.O’s  was  secured  in  houses.  Eor  others,  billets  consisted 
of  empty  barns,  amply  ventilated,  but  without  stoves  or  bunks. 
Water  for  horses  and  ablution  purposes  was  obtained  from  the  tiny 
River  Lawe.  Every  stream  in  France,  no  matter  how  small,  is  a 
river.  Owing  to  bitter  cold,  many  of  the  men,  despite  fatigue  and 
sore  feet,  could  not  sleep. 

Any  misapprehension  which  might  have  existed  regarding  char¬ 
acter  of  the  “rest”  to  which  the  Company  has  come  back  was  dispelled 
by  the  posting  of  an  elaborate  schedule  of  duties.  This  provides  for 
six  hours  training  per  day  besides  parades  for  roll  call,  stables,  guard, 
picquet  mounting,  meals  and  orderly  office.  Special  attention  of 
drivers  is  directed  to  cleaning  wagons  and  polishing  harness.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Miall  was  made  orderly  officer  and  No.  2  named  as  duty  section 
to  find  fatigues  for  the  first  three  day  period.  Lieutenant  MacPher- 
son  went  on  leave.  During  the  night,  unemptied  water  bottles 
froze  solid.  An  artillery  bombardment  away  to  the  east  was  audible. 

On  the  24th,  the  orderly  clerk,  Sapper  Rodnight  and  Driver 
Burke  E.  were  appointed  Lance-Corporals.  Section  3  moved  to 
Houdain  to  construct  bunks  in  various  buildings  available  for  billets. 
Intense  cold  continued  throughout  the  night  and  early  morning  of 
the  25th.  Section  officers  were  made  responsible  for  inspection  of 
their  men’s  feet.  Heavy  gun  fire  up  the  line  was  again  noticed. 
Lieutenant  Alport  was  detailed  to  act  as  Orderly  officer,  and  No.  4 
duty  section  for  the  26th,  27th  and  28th;  Lieutenant  Weldon  and  No. 
1  being  next  in  line.  Lieutenant  Calvin  gave  his  sappers  a  smart 
workout  with  the  bayonet. 

Yesterday  the  men  were  paid.  To  keep  warm,  Section  1  tramped 
to  la  Comte  via  the  Houdain  Road. 


Lens-Arras  District 
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At  8.30  this  morning  the  whole  Company  fell  in  and  went  for  a 
ten  mile  route  march  with  the  6th  Brigade.  Footing  was  bad  on  an  ice- 
covered  hill  beyond  the  Eawe  and  a  searching  wind  swept  across  the 
exposed  plateau  above.  Returning  along  the  St.  Pol-Bruay  Road 
the  column  passed  in  review  before  Generals  Byng,  Burstall  and 
Ketchen. 

There  are  several  estaminets  and  a  Y.M.C.A.  in  Beugin,  but  no 
shops.  Bruay  is  out  of  bounds. 

This  is  said  to  be  the  coldest  French  winter  in  twenty  years. 
Coal  is  scarce,  and  costs  46  francs  per  1000  kilos  at  the  minehead. 
The  Corps  is  reported  to  have  lost  25,000  men  on  the  Somme.  The 
O.C.,  during  Major  Osier’s  absence,  has  been  acting  C.R.E. 

3rd  February,  1917 

The  sun  made  a  welcome  appearance  for  several  hours  on  the 
28th  when  the  Company  proceeded  to  Rocourt  for  target  practice. 
Owing  to  limited  extent  of  the  range,  which  is  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Jimmy  Bell,  shooting  had  to  be  done  in  relays;  waiting  sections  being 
given  instruction  in  bombing  and  use  of  Lewis  gun.  Each  man  at 
the  butts  fired  twenty  rounds,  five  for  adjustment  and  remainder  rapid 
fire.  In  spite  of  cold  fair  scores  were  obtained. 

The  2nd  Canadian  Division,  now  in  Corps  Reserve,  having 
ordered  the  Company  to  hand  its  area  over  to  the  other  troops, 
Captain  Ellis  went  to  Lozinghem,  on  the  29th,  to  hunt  up  new 
billets.  He  found,  however,  the  2nd  Pioneers  in  occupation  there 
of  everything  habitable.  Better  luck  was  encountered  at  Auchel, 
and  thither  next  day  the  Company,  less  two  sections,  proceeded; 
excellent  quarters  being  secured  for  all  ranks  in  houses  of  the 
Fosse  5  de  Maries  coal  miners.  Headquarters  and  No.  1  Sections 
moved  to  Houdain,  with  instructions  to  construct  bunks  in  any 
buildings  available.  Men  were  housed  in  a  barn,  but  managed 
to  wangle  some  coal  from  one  of  the  dumps.  Section  4,  on 
the  last  day  of  the  month,  went  back  to  Beugin  to  load  pontoons  and 
hutting  material. 

During  January  no  less  than  four  officers  and  forty  other  ranks 
went  on  leave  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

On  February  1st,  Section  3  was  posted  for  routine  duty  and 
fatigues,  including  erection  of  horse  shelters  and  huts.  Sections  2  and 
4  carried  on  with  squad  drill,  saluting,  manual  of  arms  and  gas  helmet 
practice  in  the  morning,  and  pontoon  drill  in  the  afternoon.  Late 
in  the  day  Headquarters  Section  moved  to  Ranchicourt-Rebreuve, 
to  which  twin  village  the  Company’s  bunking  operations  were  ex- 
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tended.  Ranehicourt,  besides  being  Corps  Headquarters  and  a 
country  seat  of  the  Due  de  Ranehicourt,  will  probably  be  better 
remembered  as  the  domicile  of  Marguerite  and  Josephine,  a  couple  of 
intriguing  damsels  who  dispense  vin  blanc,  French  beer  and  other 
dubious  liquids  at  one  of  the  estaminets.  Until  to-day  it  had  also 
been  the  temporary  residence  of  some  gentry  of  Teutonic  extraction 
who,  as  a  result  of  recent  raids,  found  themselves  guests  of  the  Provost 
Marshal.  Sapper  Franks  has  left  to  take  an  officer’s  training  course 
for  a  commission  in  the  Artillery.  Another  absentee  is  Corporal 
Hall,  who  has  been  granted  three  months  leave  to  Canada. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  weather.  If  anything,  it  is 
colder  than  ever.  Some  good  inter-section  soccer  matches  have 
been  played.  In  one  the  officers  took  part  without,  it  must  be  con¬ 
fessed,  exhibiting  particular  brilliance.  Corporal  Winning  was  easily 
first  in  a  dummy  bomb  throwing  contest. 

Aussies  took  le  Translay  with  350  prisoners  on  the  29th. 

10th  February,  1917 

There  was  a  light  snowfall  on  the  night  of  the  4th.  Lieutenant 
Dewar  went  on  leave,  next  day,  to  England,  and  Corporal  Mac- 
Callum  to  Paris.  The  latter  was  the  first  of  the  Company  to  take 
advantage  of  the  recently  authorized  French  leave. 

On  the  8th,  the  divisional  commander  inspected  the  Company 
in  Auchel.  Horses  were  in  poor  condition  due  to  clipping,  combined 
with  lack  of  shelter  and  scanty  forage.  Much  elbow  grease  had 
removed  all  mud  and  some  rust  from  harness  and  vehicles,  besides 
which  the  O.C.  had  assured  himself  that  there  were  no  missing  buttons, 
badges,  pull  throughs,  oil  bottles  or  clips  of  S.A.A.  Consequently 
everything  was  found  sufficiently  in  order  to  pass  muster. 

Yesterday,  Captain  Ellis,  Lieutenant  MacPherson  and  eight 
N.C.O.’s  went  to  Mont  St.  Eloy  to  inspect  the  area  which  the  Com¬ 
pany  is  to  take  over.  Beaucourt  on  the  Ancre  was  reported  captured. 

To-night  the  Company,  less  two  sections,  is  in  Maisnil  les  Ruitz, 
having  marched  thither  via  Haillicourt  and  Ruitz,  arriving  at  2  p.m. 

The  2nd  Canadian  Division  boxing  tournament  in  Bruay 
theatre  was  a  tremendous  success.  Driver  Jeffery  represented  the 
Company  and  fought  his  way  through  to  the  championship  in  the 
140  lb.  class. 

The  three  sections  that  were  in  Auchel  will  remember  their  ten 
days  there,  as  the  first  opportunity  they  have  had  since  coming  to 
France  of  enjoying  conditions  approximating  those  of  home  life. 
Thanks  to  abundance  of  coal  the  houses,  scrupulously  clean  though 
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crowded  with  children  and  troops,  provided  much  appreciated  warmth. 
Contents  of  the  huge  coffee  pot  which  Madame  kept  perpetually 
simmering  on  the  stove  for  hardworking  husband  or  son,  always 
sufficed  to  fill  an  extra  cup  or  two  for  her  guests.  Enjoyed  also  were 
the  excellent  bathing  facilities  at  Fosse  5,  which  the  Company  was 
given  an  opportunity  of  using.  To  conserve  man  power  they  were 
presided  over  by  two  young  women,  more  or  less  comely  and  alto¬ 
gether  self-possessed  despite  embarrassing  situations  which  inoppor¬ 
tune  opening  of  a  door  into  the  hot  shower  room  occasionally  created. 
Headquarters  and  No.  1  Sections  meanwhile,  less  fortunate  than  their 
fellows,  continued  to  shiver  in  cheerless  billets  at  Rebreuve  and 
Houdain,  crowding  into  estaminets  to  thaw  out  during  intervals 
between  bunking  operations  and  football. 

17th  February,  1917 

On  the  11th  the  Company  marched  to  Mont  St.  Eloy,  with  the 
31st  and  27th  Battalions,  Headquarters  and  No.  1  Sections  joined  the 
column  in  Rebreuve,  a  road  junction,  north  of  which  was  the  starting 
point.  For  two  miles  beyond,  the  route  lay  along  the  base  of  Olhain 
ridge.  This  separates  a  thickly  populated  coal  mining  district  from 
open  agricultural  plains  through  which  the  Company  marched  on  its 
return  from  the  Somme.  Olhain  Chateau,  a  15th  century  structure 
surrounded  by  a  moat,  is  one  of  the  most  characteristic  bits  of 
mediaeval  architecture  in  this  part  of  France.  Growing  dumps  of 
ammunition  were  noticed  at  intervals  along  a  Decauville  railway 
which  parallels  the  highway,  in  the  vicinity  of  Camblain  l’Abbe. 
Here,  also,  came  into  view  on  a  hill  which  rises  to  a  height  of  420  feet 
above  sea  level  the  twin  towers  of  Mont  St.  Eloy,  all  that  remains  of 
a  17th  century  church  erected  on  the  site  of  an  abbey  built  a  thousand 
years  before  by  St.  Eloi,  the  goldsmith  Bishop  of  Noyon.  Pending 
departure  of  the  8th  Field  Company,  which  the  6th  was  ordered  to 
relieve,  all  five  sections  occupied  one  of  a  row  of  three  large  Adrian 
huts  situated  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road,  half  way  between  the 
village  itself  and  Ecoivres. 

Relief  of  the  3rd  Canadian  Division  by  the  2nd  in  the  Ecurie, 
Thelus  and  la  Folie  Sectors  commenced  on  the  12th.  After  dark, 
Headquarters  and  No.  4  Sections  marched  two  miles  to  advanced 
billets  in  la  Targette,  a  series  of  commodious  cellars  and  other  under¬ 
ground  shelters  which  are  being  shared  with  the  5th  Field  Company. 
It  and  the  6th  have  since  taken  over  work  in  the  forward  area  on  which 
the  7th  and  8th  had  been  jointly  engaged.  Trouble  threatened  to 


THE  RHINE  AND  BACK 


209 


arise  between  the  two  companies  over  allotment  of  quarters,  but  the 
matter  was  quickly  and  equitably  adjusted  by  Major  Mieville. 

Section  2  started  to  improve  existing  horse  standings.  No 
vehicle  was  allowed  to  pass  the  barrier  east  of  Mont  St.  Eloy  until 
5.30  p.m.,  when  our  ration  cart  went  forward  with  a  flood  of  other 
traffic. 

A  raid  by  the  10th  Brigade  near  the  Pimple,  during  the  night  of 
the  12th- 13th,  is  said  to  have  netted  fifty  prisoners. 

The  Ecurie  sector  was  taken  over  by  the  5th  from  the  8th  Cana¬ 
dian  Infantry  Brigade,  the  31st  Battalion  occupying  the  front  line 
with  headquarters  700  yards  north  of  Madagascar,  on  the  Lens- 
Bethune  Road.  In  the  morning,  the  O.C.  5th  Field  Company,  with 
Lieutenant  Page  and  a  party  of  N.C.O.’s  and  sappers,  accompanied 
Captain  Henshaw  over  the  Thelus  Sector,  which  is  one  of  extraordinary 
interest.  The  north  portion  is  served  by  a  long,  very  crooked  boyau 
running  from  a  mile  west  of  la  Targette  to  a  huge  mine  crater  in  No 
Man’s  Land,  called  The  Chassery.  Other  communication  trenches, 
Roy,  De  la  Fourche,  Denis  le  Rock  and  Reitz  Avenue  traverse  the 
white  ruins  of  Neuville  St.  Vaast,  and  with  Guillermot,  Mercier, 
Territorial,  Claudot  and  Sapper  give  access  to  the  front  line  further 
south.  For  the  most  part,  this  consists  of  a  series  of  saps  and  listen¬ 
ing  posts  in  craters  of  the  groups  known  as  Twins,  Watling,  Lichfield, 
Stafford,  Pulpit,  Zivy,  Philip,  Vissec,  Claudot  and  Paris.  Connecting 
the  communication  trenches  laterally  is  an  intricate  system  of  deep 
sunken  roads  and  fire  trenches;  Parallel  VI,  Rhine,  Pylones,  Chep¬ 
stow,  Elbe,  Abri  Bosche,  Quarries,  Vistula,  Parallel  VIII,  Rocade, 
Bessan,  Maitland  and  Paynesley;  besides  innumerable  others,  long 
since  nameless  and  pounded  out  of  recognition,  but  each  representing 
a  step  in  our  Allies’  long  sanguinary  struggle.  The  area  is  still  further 
fortified  against  attack  by  numerous  strong  points.  These  include 
Maison  Blanche  with  extensive  underground  workings.  Fork  Redoubt, 
Bentata,  Fort  B,  Zivy  Redoubt  and  Cave,  Chateau  Work,  Lundy 
Island,  the  Pill  Work  and  Empire  Redoubt. 

About  9  a.m.,  as  some  sappers  were  taking  over  tasks  in  the 
last  mentioned,  our  guns  opened  a  bombardment,  under  cover  of 
which  Montreal  Highlanders  raided  an  enemy  post,  fetching  back  a 
few  prisoners.  A  Vickers  in  the  fort  discharged  2,000  rounds  in  fifteen 
minutes,  while  our  field  guns  were  firing  shrapnel.  Neuville  St.  Vaast, 
while  flattened  out  above  ground  except  for  a  few  bits  of  wall  here  and 
there,  nevertheless  houses  a  considerable  number  of  troops  in  its 
cellars.  It  boasts,  in  fact,  a  town  major,  and  even  has  baths  in 
process  of  installation.  An  old  cave  near  the  church  is  closed  and 
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marked  “dangerous”,  but  a  much  larger  one  under  aux  Rietz  cross 
roads,  is  in  use  as  billets  for  several  hundred  men. 

Lieutenant  MacPherson,  with  Lieutenant  Weldon  who  was 
detailed  to  assist  him  on  trench  work  and  some  N.C.O.’s,  went  over 
the  Ecurie  Sector.  This  does  not  include  the  chalk  pile  representing 
what  is  left  of  the  village  of  that  name,  but  takes  in  the  famous 
Labyrinth  Redoubt  with  its  maze  of  trenches  and  underground 
passages,  besides  another  strong  point,  Fort  A.  It  is  served  by 
Madagascar,  Labyrinth  and  Anniversaire  Communication  trenches 
which  start  back  in  Gun  Valley,  and  Vase  Avenue,  running 
east  from  the  Bethune  Road  at  Ariane  Dump.  Bonnal  Trench, 
the  front  line  as  well  as  the  supports  Grande  Collecteur  and 
Sutherland,  were  found  to  be  so  badly  crumped  in  places  as  to  be 
impassable  by  day. 

The  14th  was  bitterly  cold.  As  neither  infantry  nor  materials 
were  forthcoming,  sappers  of  Headquarters  Section  worked  alone  in 
Empire  Redoubt  and  cleaned  out  an  old  dugout  in  La  Soutienne. 
Lieutenant  Page  and  Sergeant  Bonham  explored  Maison  Blanche 
with  a  view  to  converting  one  portion  into  a  dressing  station.  Corporal 
Armstrong  began  work  on  a  Flying  Pig  emplacement. 

The  15th  was  clear  and  frosty.  A  few  enemy  planes  came  over 
high  up,  and  our  own  busses,  in  the  afternoon,  were  out  spotting  for 
the  heavies.  A  bombardment  appeared  to  be  in  progress  south  of 
Arras.  The  4th  and  5th  Brigades  completed  relief  of  the  9th  and  7th, 
respectively,  in  the  Thelus  and  la  Folie  Sectors.  Captain  Ellis, 
having  been  placed  in  charge  of  all  Company  work  in  the  forward 
area,  moved  to  advanced  billets.  Three  N.C.O.’s  and  sappers  of 
No.  1  Section  were  ordered  to  report  to  Sergeant  Farrell  for  trench 
patrol.  Lieutenant  Alport  took  over  transport  duties  and  started 
moving  the  horse  lines  into  a  wood  immediately  south  of  the  Chaussee 
Brunehaut-Mont  St.  Eloy-Ecoivres  road  crossing.  Lieutenant  Adam 
was  appointed  Works  Officer. 

At  3  a.m.  on  the  16th,  the  guns  began  an  intense  bombardment 
in  support,  it  is  understood,  of  a  raid  by  the  51st  Scottish  Division  on 
our  right.  Weather  was  milder,  with  rain  late  in  the  afternoon.  A 
Y.M.C.A.  canteen  off  Roy  Trench  was  reopened  after  having  been 
quarantined  for  mumps.  Lieutenant  Page  and  a  N.C.O.,  with  Major 
Lomar  and  Captain  Macphail  of  the  6th  Field  Ambulance,  went  over 
the  forward  area  inspecting  work,  projected  and  under  way,  for 
advanced  dressing  stations.  Among  others,  dugouts  in  Parallel  VIII 
and  behind  Watling  and  Litchfield  Craters  were  visited.  Continuing 
its  reconnaissance  after  lunch,  the  party  went  astray  in  a  maze  of  half 
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obliterated  trenches  beyond  Neuville  St.  Vaast,  eventually  bringing 
up  in  one  of  our  advanced  bombing  posts. 

To-day  the  thaw  continued.  The  snow  is  all  gone  and  though 
mud  is  everywhere,  soil  under  the  surface  remains  frozen.  Near 
Parallel  VIII  and  alongside  the  Bethune  Road,  a  couple  of  extremely 
clever  works  of  art  from  the  Camouflage  School  have  been  erected. 
They  are  O-Pips,  containing  giant  periscopes  and  made  to  represent, 
from  the  enemy’s  viewpoint,  two  shell-torn  trees,  which  they  have 
replaced.  Purchase  of  flour  from  civilians  is  prohibited  in  orders. 

All  the  country  hereabouts  is  said  to  have  been  ravaged  by 
British  troops  as  far  back  as  1359,  when  Mont  St.  Eloy  was  Henry 
of  Lancaster’s  headquarters. 

24th  February,  1917 

Renewed  activity  on  the  Ancre  resulting  in  the  capture  of  600 
prisoners  north  of  Baillescourt  Farm  over  the  week  end,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  in  occupation  of  heights  overlooking  all  those  ravines  which 
sheltered  the  enemy  from  our  guns  during  later  stages  of  the  Somme 
battle,  has  inspired  hope  that  another  big  push  this  year  may  see  the 
enemy’s  finish. 

Some  of  our  embryo  promoters  are  already  planning  to  build  a 
scenic  railway  down  the  centre  of  No  Man’s  Land  from  Switzerland 
to  the  sea  for  the  edification  of  post  war  tourists.  One  of  its  main 
attractions  will  be  those  mine  craters  which  here  occupy  almost  the 
entire  prospective  right  of  way.  Guide  books  will  give  essential 
facts  regarding  each  “blow”  and  describe  something  of  the  mystery 
and  romance  which  still  shroud  underground  warfare  on  this  front. 

At  a  few  points  where  our  sentries  occupy  day  posts  in  the  near 
lip,  one  can  creep  out  and  chance  a  momentary  glimpse  down  into 
the  great  cup  below.  Elsewhere  the  things  can  be  approached  only 
at  night.  Lieutenant  Weldon  with  two  N.C.O’s.  on  Sunday  morning 
started  a  survey  of  Sap  30-A,  behind  the  one  known  as  Crater  500. 
Frost  coming  out  of  the  ground  played  havoc  with  roads  and  trenches. 
Sections  1  and  4,  on  being  told  off  for  duty  in  the  Ecurie  Sector,  moved 
out  to  the  famous  Labyrinth  Cave,  where  Lieutenant  Dewar  at  once 
began  operations  to  enlarge  existing  galleries.  Section  3  became  res¬ 
ponsible  for  output  of  material  from  yards  and  shops,  while  Section  2 
retired  temporarily  from  the  war  to  take  its  turn,  under  Lieutenant 
Miall,  erecting  bunks  away  back  at  Estree  Cauchie. 

Our  artillery  was  active  at  9.30  a.m.,  and  again  about  sundown 
on  the  19th  in  support  of  raids  on  the  4th  Canadian  Division  front. 
Despite  dull  skies  and  drenching  rain  on  the  20th  guns  continued  to 
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harass  the  enemy.  Brigade,  warned  by  crumbling  parapets  that  a 
handful  of  sappers  alone  cannot  keep  trenches  in  repair,  resumed  the 
practice  of  supplying  infantry  to  assist;  a  party  from  the  28th,  report¬ 
ing  next  day  to  Section  1  which  has  since  carried  on  with  improvements 
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to  the  supports  south  of  Spooner  Avenue  and  to  the  lower  end  of 
Anniversaire. 

Early  in  the  week  a  bad  slide,  due  to  faulty  workmanship  by 
some  predecessor  occurred  in  the  Parallel  VIII — Denis  le  Rocque 
dressing  station.  Headquarters  Section,  having  cleaned  out  the  mess 
and  handed  over  to  fellow  craftsmen  from  a  sister  company  familiarly 
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known  as  the  “Five  of  the  Field,”  came  out  of  the  line  bag  and  bag¬ 
gage,  travelling  partly  by  trench  through  mud  too  thick  for  comfort 
and  partly  overland  in  fog  too  thin  for  safety.  Still  another  raid  on 
our  left  was  pulled  off  at  night,  this  time  by  the  10th  Brigade.  Thirty 
O.R.  from  the  1st  Field  Ambulance  reported  this  morning  to  work  in 
two  shifts  on  a  brand  new  underground  dressing  station  at  Ariane 
Dump. 

Important  changes  in  personnel  have  come  into  effect  within  the 
past  few  days.  First,  promotion  of  Major  Osier  to  be  C.R.F.  2nd 
Canadian  Division,  and  of  Major  Malcolm  to  like  position  in  the 
newly  formed  5th  brings  the  former  once  more  into  close  personal 
contact  with  his  old  unit  which,  at  the  same  time,  loses  the  guidance 
of  his  strong  armed  but  even-tempered  and  genial  successor.  From 
to-day,  Captain  Ellis  commands  the  Company.  Prospective  Com¬ 
missions  in  the  1st  Canadian  Tunnelling  Company  accounted  for  the 
loss  of  two  popular  N.C.O’s. — Sergeant  Fournier  and  Corporal 
Donoghue;  while  the  lure  of  a  possibly  more  cushy  life  has  resulted 
in  transfer  of  Lance  Corporal  MacCallum  and  Sapper  Marsh  to  the 
Signallers.  2nd  Corporals  Winning  and  Patterson  have  stepped  up 
in  succession  to  Corporals  Miller  and  Medlen,  promoted  sergeants 
and  posted  respectively  to  Sections  1  and  2.  Finally,  one 
seat  at  mess  to-night  is  vacant.  Shortly  before  noon  its  owner 
started  out  for  Aubigny  astride  the  uncompromising  ribs  of  a  little 
bundle  of  bone  and  sinew  recently  acquired  as  the  outcome  of  a  blind 
swap.  Once  clear  of  Fcoivres  the  animal,  aptly  named  “Corrugated,” 
bolted  and  ran  all  the  way  like  a  hunted  fox.  Ignoring  outstretched 
arms  of  traffic  sentries  it  carried  its  rider  through  the  village  at  a 
dead  gallop,  narrowly  escaping  disaster  in  the  crowded  street.  The 
ride  ended  abruptly  at  a  high  bank  half  a  mile  further  on.  As  a  result, 
one  victim  was  taken  to  the  Officers’  Rest  Camp  with  a  twisted  leg 
and  the  other  limped  back  to  the  horse  lines,  stiff  and  dejected,  but 
otherwise  little  the  worse  for  wear. 

3rd  March,  1917 

The  enemy  set  foot  in  one  of  our  trenches  west  of  Lens  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  24th  but  was  ejected.  We  took  55  prisoners  east  of  Vierstraat. 
North  of  the  Ancre,  Germans  fell  back  three  miles,  vacating  Warlen- 
court,  Pys,  Miraumont,  and  the  fortress  at  Serre  which  resisted  all 
our  efforts  to  capture  on  July  1st.  They  have  since  abandoned  Thilloy, 
Gommecourt  and  Puisieux. 

A  Church  parade  for  men  in  rear  billets  was  held  on  Sunday  by 
the  Divisional  Chaplain,  Colonel  Beattie.  Lieutenant  Page  was 
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detailed  to  convert  Fort  George,  a  conspicuous  group  of  old  chalk 
trenches  on  the  knoll  east  of  Berthonval  Farm,  into  a  new  divisional 
headquarters.  Prior  to  May  1915,  the  place  had  been  a  strong  point 
in  the  German  front  line.  Visibility  was  low.  Field  guns,  using  a 
shell  that  appeared  to  have  a  double  burst,  practiced  throwing  a 
protective  shrapnel  barrage  over  one  of  our  kite  balloons.  As  an 
instance  of  the  predominance  of  our  Artillery  over  that  of  the  enemy, 
no  less  than  1,300  rounds  were  discharged  by  the  former  on  the  25th 
to  the  latter’s  125.  Darkness  at  night  was  intensified  rather  than 
relieved  by  incessant  flashing  of  gunfire;  Northumberland  Fusiliers 
north  of  Arras  being  due  to  go  over  the  bags. 

The  26th  was  fine.  The  O.C.  accompanied  Colonel  Osier  on  a 
tour  of  the  trenches.  Roofs  in  Thelus  stood  out  in  red  relief  against 
the  dull  background  of  Vimy  Ridge.  Another  helpless  old  R.E.-8 
was  shot  down  by  a  fast  German  Halberstadter  over  Gun  Valley. 
The  pilot  made  a  good  landing  though  his  plane  and  the  observer 
were  riddled  with  bullets.  Two  rounds  fired  at  a  venture  by  an  18 
pounder  crew  to  speed  the  parting  guest,  as  he  fled  low  over  the 
trenches,  failed  to  bring  the  quarry  down.  Hostile  artillery  flung 
over  a  lot  of  tear  gas  shells  and  searched  the  N.  St.  V.-Targette  Road 
with  shrapnel.  Sixty  men  from  the  2nd  Entrenching  Battalion  re¬ 
ported  to  Headquarters  Section  at  Fort  George,  and  twenty  more  after 
dark.  While  the  latter  were  at  work  flames  from  burning  cordite  in 
a  nearby  battery  shot  skyward  like  some  unearthly  beacon  at  whose 
summons  a  thousand  shadows  rolled  up  from  the  rear  with  incredible 
speed  and  as  quickly  receded  into  the  night.  Far  away  to  the  south 
another  bombardment  appeared  to  be  in  progress.  British  raiders, 
so  the  enemy  announced  later,  entered  his  trenches  but  were  repulsed. 

There  was  little  activity  along  the  divisional  front  on  the  28th. 
The  day  was  fine  with  a  fair  breeze  from  the  west  which  slackened 
at  dusk.  According  to  rumours  in  circulation,  gas  from  150 
lb.  cylinders  stored  in  boxes  under  our  fire  steps  was  to  be 
turned  on,  and  its  effects  observed  by  raiders  from  the  28th  Battalion. 
Pioneers  supplied  twenty  men  from  D  Company  to  work  east  of 
Ecurie  towards  Anzin  Avenue. 

About  midnight  the  enemy  woke  up  and  became  extremely  ner¬ 
vous,  indulging  in  bursts  of  intense  gunfire  to  which  we  replied,  and 
sending  up  quantities  of  red,  white  and  green  flares.  The  strafe 
quieted  down  but  towards  daylight  on  March  1st  broke  out  again  to 
the  north  with  greater  violence  than  ever.  The  10th  Brigade  had, 
it  appears,  attempted  a  raid  on  a  big  scale  in  connection  with  which 
gas  was  actually  discharged.  Desperate  fighting  took  place  in 
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which  45  Germans  were  captured  and  heavy  losses  inflicted  among 
combatants  on  both  sides.  The  gas  hung  back  and  many  of  our 
casualties,  which  ran  up  to  several  hundred,  including  thirty-three 
4th  Division  sappers,  occurred  through  attacking  troops  being  over¬ 
come  by  its  fumes.  Others  resulted  from  the  enemy,  who  must  have 
received  warning  of  our  intentions,  dropping  his  barrage  just  before 
zero.  After  the  show,  burial  parties  from  both  sides  worked  openly 
in  No  Man’s  Land. 

So  clear  was  the  atmosphere  yesterday  morning  that  buildings 
in  Arras,  five  miles  away,  could  readily  be  distinguished  with  the 
naked  eye.  Hostile  aircraft  were  active  over  our  lines  in  the  afternoon. 

To-day  Scotties  of  the  51st  Division  on  our  right  are  ripping 
gas  boxes  out  of  their  trenches.  Lieutenant  Dewar  handed  work  in 
Labyrinth  Cave  over  to  Lieutenant  MacPherson  prior  to  leaving  for 
an  adjutant’s  course  at  Pernes. 

Tunnelling  at  Fort  George  proceeds  with  exasperating  lack  of 
speed.  Men  march  six  miles  to  and  from  work  so  that  only  five  and 
a  half  hours  are  spent  on  the  job.  At  Ariane  Dressing  Station,  on 
the  other  hand,  every  shift  gets  in  its  one  or  two  mine  sets.  Many 
of  the  workers  are  ex-coal  miners,  a  sufficiently  good  reason,  accord¬ 
ing  to  some  recruiting  officer,  for  their  enlistment  as  stretcher  bearers 
and  hospital  orderlies. 

Troops  are  reminded  in  orders  that,  in  the  event  of  capture, 
they  can  be  compelled  to  disclose  nothing  beyond  their  name  and 
rank.  From  the  same  source  comes  warning  that  German  aircraft 
have  been  dropping  packages  of  poisoned  sweets  behind  our  lines. 

Despite  increased  expenditure  of  ammunition,  dumps  in  rear  and 
at  battery  positions  continue  to  grow.  By  night  every  road  to  the 
front  is  crowded  with  lorries  and  horse  transport  bringing  up  shells. 
During  daylight,  additional  supplies  are  transported  by  a  Decauville 
railway,  the  track  for  which  has  been  laid  in  a  trench  as  far  as  aux 
Rietz;  four  mules  harnessed  in  tandem  furnishing  the  motive  pow¬ 
er.  So  many  troops  are  now  billetted  in  Mont  St.  Eloy  that  reserva¬ 
tions  at  the  baths  for  our  men  can  be  secured  only  by  giving  notice 
days  in  advance. 

Probably  because  his  emplacements  are  located  on  the  forward 
slope  and  thus  exposed  to  observation,  the  enemy  on  this  front  uses 
few  trench  mortars.  He  makes  up  for  the  omission,  however,  by  more 
frequent  discharge  of  rifle  grenades,  vicious  little  gadgets  that  come 
away  back  and  give  no  warning  of  their  approach. 

Leave,  recently  stopped,  has  been  reopened,  the  allowance, 
sceptics  maintain,  being  limited  to  one  man  per  week  per  division. 
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The  British  front  has  been  extended  south  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Roye. 

Bess  perhaps  by  reason  of  its  being  out  of  bounds  than  because 
the  enemy  makes  it  so  unhealthy,  visits  to  Arras  have  been  infrequent. 
Our  front  line  there  barely  includes  the  suburbs  of  Ronville  and  St. 
Sauveur,  while  at  one  place  in  Blangy  opposing  listening  posts  are 
only  eight  feet  apart.  For  months  the  whole  Arras  Sector  was  held 
by  a  single  division,  the  12th,  which,  though  recently  relieved  of  front¬ 
ages  to  the  north  and  south,  still  holds  a  central  position  including  the 
city  itself.  By  day  all  troops  remain  below  ground  so  that  when  an 
officer  of  the  Company,  commissioned  to  purchase  a  new  stove  for 
the  mess,  rode  in  one  afternoon  under  Porte  Baudimont  arch,  the 
clatter  of  steel  shod  hoofs  on  granite  pavement  re-echoed  hollowly 
in  deserted  streets.  Through  these,  on  foot,  his  quest  led  him  for 
hours;  byways  that  were  Gallic  trails  before  ever  Roman  praetorian 
led  horse  to  water  alongside  the  Scarpe  or  St.  Vaast  baptised  Frankish 
converts  in  its  bubbling  pools ;  a  winding  thoroughfare  of  many  aliases 
by  which  entered  at  one  time  or  another  soldiers  from  half  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  Christendom,  some  like  Rollo’s  Normans  to  ravage  and  pass  on; 
others,  owing  allegiance  to  overlords  of  Flanders,  Burgundy,  Austria 
or  Spain,  to  remain  for  years  or  even  generations;  broad  avenues  where 
stood  the  city  walls  until  Eouis  XI  demolished  them  along  with  the 
power  of  his  great  feudal  adversary  Charles  the  Bold;  crooked  alleys 
whence  the  warped  souls  of  young  Robespierre  and  Lebon  drew  sinister 
inspiration  and  down  which,  when  the  Terror  came,  victims  of  the 
latter’s  blood  lust  fled  shrieking.  Many  of  these  are  heaped  with  debris 
from  fallen  buildings.  All  were  drawn  blank  despite  enquiries  at  the  few 
shops  where  business  is  carried  on  behind  shuttered  windows.  Here 
and  there  an  estaminet  caters  to  the  thirst  of  Thomas  Atkins,  while 
in  a  kitchen  near  the  roofless  cathedral  a  woman  fries  eggs  and  bacon 
for  itinerant  officers.  The  priceless  old  Hotel  de  Ville  in  la  Petite 
Place  has  been  irreparably  destroyed,  notwithstanding  which,  a 
printing  press  in  the  adjoining  street  still  functions  well  enough  to 
bring  forth  at  irregular  intervals  a  news  leaflet  entitled  “Arras  sous 
les  obus.”  Civilians  who  successfully  resisted  evacuation  live  for 
most  part  in  subterranean  catacombs  known  as  les  Boves.  From  one 
who  had  gone  to  earth  under  a  comparatively  intact  arcaded  sidewalk 
of  la  Grande  Place,  the  address  of  a  well  stocked  magasin  des  poeles 
was  obtained  and  its  female  proprietor  eventually  tracked  down  and 
prevailed  on  to  open  shop.  From  time  to  time  shells  burst  near  the 
station  with  a  reverberating  clang  to  which  one  of  our  howitzers  in  a 
nearby  faubourg  coughed  in  reply.  Night  descending  on  the  city  filled 
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its  streets  with  subdued  noise  from  a  thousand  unseen  troops  before 
a  half  limber  with  the  hardly  acquired  new  purchase  started  on  its 
return  journey. 

10th  March,  1917 

Sunday  was  fine.  One  of  our  planes  came  down  with  engine 
trouble  near  the  horse  watering  troughs  in  Ecoivres.  Our  arti  lery 
and  the  enemy’s  exchanged  compliments.  Further  gains  near 
Gommecourt  and  Peronne  were  reported,  together  with  the  capture 
of  300  prisoners.  There  was  a  strafe  in  the  direction  of  Arras  at 
night. 

Guns  were  going  all  out  at  6.00  a.m.,  on  the  5th,  and  again  at 
0.00  a.m.,  when  Imperial  divisions  somewhere  on  our  right,  it  is  said, 
made  two  raids,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  80  prisoners  and  seven 
machine  guns.  Lieutenant  Alport  returned  from  the  Casualty  Clear¬ 
ing  Station.  The  107th  Battalion,  successors  to  the  old  1st  Pioneers, 
now  railway  troops,  supplied  30  men  at  night  and  45  next  day  for 
work  at  Fort  George;  the  lot  from  the  2nd  Entrenching  Battalion 
having  been  recalled  to  Hersin.  Corporals  Meek  and  Patterson  left 
for  England  to  take  out  commissions  in  the  Royal  Artillery.  Due 
to  relief  of  the  6th  Canadian  Brigade  by  the  1st,  in  the  Ecurie  Sector, 
there  were  no  infantry  parties  on  trench  work. 

Damp  mild  weather  took  away  all  snow  and  mellowed  the  ground 
so  that  there  was  a  tang  of  spring  in  the  air  when  the  sun  came  out 
on  Tuesday.  The  occasion  was  marked  by  great  activity  overhead. 
About  10.00  a.m.,  one  of  our  artillery  observing  planes  was  brought 
down  in  flames  towards  Vimy.  An  hour  later,  just  after  an  Allied 
formation,  consisting  of  13  fighters,  had  gone  over,  a  single  hostile 
scout  dropped  like  a  hawk  on  another  old  bus  which,  in  spite  of  its 
gallant  attempt  to  get  away,  also  came  to  grief  behind  the  ridge. 
In  the  afternoon,  a  German  machine  was  brought  down  further  north. 
The  enemy  spotted  our  work  at  Fort  George  and  strafed  it  with  77s 
and  4.1s.  Berthonval  Farm  also  received  a  few.  On  the  other 
hand,  our  heavies  got  rid  of  a  lot  of  ammunition.  At  night  another 
bombardment  started  away  to  the  south. 

The  7th  was  disagreeable  with  a  biting  wind.  Corporal  Forbes 
and  Lance  Corporal  Campbell  were  transferred  to  Headquarters 
Section.  The  7th  Battalion  supplied  trench  work  parties. 

On  the  8th  the  1st  Canadian  Division,  having  three  days  before 
been  relieved  in  the  Souchez  Sector  by  the  24th,  completed  taking  over 
the  area  south  of  Claudot  Communication  Trench  and  Vissec  Crater, 
both  inclusive.  We  retain  the  remainder  of  our  frontage  up  to  and 
including  De  la  Fourche  Trench.  Cold  wind  continued,  with  gusts 
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of  snow  and  intervals  of  sunshine.  There  was  little  hostile  activity. 
The  6th  Canadian  Infantry  Brigade  marched  back  to  Maisnil  Bouche. 

Yesterday  the  O.C.  went  over  work  on  the  right  with  Captain 
Lynn,  Lieutenant  Bates,  and  Lieutenant  Stock  of  the  2nd  Field 
Company.  These  officers  later  moved  into  Labyrinth  Cave,  and  to-day 
completed  relief  of  the  6th.  Ariane  Dressing  Station,  which  is  123  ft. 
long,  including  ramps,  was  finished  and,  after  inspection  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Macphail,  C.R.E.,  1st  Division,  handed  over.  The  last  of  our 
men  in  the  area  then  returned  to  rear  billets.  Pioneers  at  the  same 
time  took  over  Fort  George  which,  it  appears,  is  to  be  divisional  head¬ 
quarters  for  the  3rd,  not  the  1st  Canadian  Division.  No.  2  Section 
started  bunking  huts  at  Mont  St.  Eloy. 

Three  15"  howitzers  have  moved  into  this  area.  One  of  them, 
to  date,  has  fired  1,500  rounds,  mostly  on  the  Somme.  Eighteen 
pounder  ammunition  is  now  going  forward  by  light  railway  in  nine 
ton  trucks  hauled  by  gasoline  tractors.  Reserves  of  600  rounds  per 
gun  are  being  maintained  at  battery  positions. 

Owing  to  similarity  between  abbreviations  for  the  words  Cavalry 
and  Canadian,  orders  require  that  the  latter  shall  henceforth  be  written 
Cdn.  instead  of  Can.  All  troops  are  warned  to  keep  under  cover 
east  of  Mont  St.  Eloy  as  practically  the  whole  area  is  under  observa¬ 
tion  by  the  enemy. 

British  divisions  are  reported  to  have  advanced  on  a  three  mile 
front  and  occupied  Irles. 

Another  raid  by  the  4th  Canadian  Division  is  in  progress  on  our 

left. 

French  troops  have  recovered  most  of  the  salient  at  Masions  de 
Champagne  which,  with  900  prisoners,  the  enemy  claimed  to  have 
captured  on  February  15th. 

17th  March,  1917 

The  week  opened  with  bright  sunshine.  Captain  Ketterson 
officiated  at  a  church  parade  in  rear  billets.  Headquarters  Section 
tried  out  new  pattern  square  clips  for  the  Weldon  Trestle.  Troops 
were  warned  not  to  use  the  light  railway  as  a  thoroughfare.  Big 
marquees  to  be  used  as  clearing  hospitals  were  observed  being  erected 
in  the  rear  area. 

Section  3  moved  up  -:o  aux  Rietz  after  dark  and,  next  day,  started 
work  in  the  cave  there  under  Lieutenant  Adam.  This  is  to  include 
repairs  to  the  existing  inclined  entrance,  construction  of  a  new  stairway 
and  ventilating  shaft  and  erection  of  bunks  and  partitions.  Some 
men  from  Headquarters  Section  also  came  up  to  work  on  dugouts, 
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and  part  of  Section  2,  under  Lieutenant  Miall,  to  erect  a  prisoners  of 
war  cage,  barbed  wire  for  which  was  sent  up  the  previous  night. 
Hostile  artillery  was  very  active  at  night.  No  less  than  670  shells, 
including  a  few  8-inch,  fell  in  Neuville  St.  Vaast,  la  Targette  and  aux 
Rietz.  Under  cover  of  the  bombardment  an  abortive  attempt  to 
enter  our  trenches  was  made  by  the  enemy,  few  of  whom  got  back 
alive. 

There  was  a  brief  but  violent  strafe  over  on  our  right  about 
7.30  p.m.,  on  the  13th.  Rain  next  day  caused  a  comparative  lull  in 
hostilities.  Lieutenant  Weldon  rode  to  Arras  and  bought  some  pocket 
compasses  in  one  of  the  few  shops  doing  business.  Sapper  Webster 
left  for  England  to  take  a  flying  course.  Warning  was  issued  in  orders 
against  the  practice  of  flashing  on  electric  torches  at  night  in  localities 
that  are  under  enemy  observation;  also  against  use  of  the  Bethune 
Road  by  day  between  Maison  Blanche  and  aux  Rietz. 

The  loth  was  fine.  Silver  winged  enemy  single  seaters,  almost 
invisible  except  when  banking  against  the  sun,  played  hide  and  seek 
high  up  behind  piles  of  snowy  cumulus.  Our  12-inch  howitzers  bel¬ 
lowed  at  intervals.  Sergeant  Huyck  said  farewell  to  his  old  friends 
in  No.  2  Section,  authority  for  his  commission  in  the  Canadian  En¬ 
gineers  having  come  through.  There  was  a  Battalion  relief  on  the 
Brigade  front  at  night. 

In  a  dog  fight  over  Camblain  l’Abbe  yesterday  morning,  a  big 
2-seater  of  ours  was  shot  down,  both  pilot  and  observer  being  wounded. 
Later,  two  more  of  our  machines  crashed  behind  Mont  St.  Eloy. 
Lieutenant  Weldon  with  Sergeant  Miller,  Corporal  Sutherland,  N.C. 
and  Corporal  Fredea  went  up  the  line  to  study  the  enemy’s  country 
through  field  glasses  from  behind  the  parados  of  an  old  trench.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Page,  with  Corporals  Armstrong,  Upton  and  Leech  of  No.  4 
Section  made  similar  observations  from  another  locality.  Although 
date  for  the  big  show  has  not  yet  been  fixed,  Sections  1  and  4  are 
earmarked  to  go  over  the  bags. 

Fine  weather  continued  throughout  the  whole  of  to-day.  Air¬ 
craft  were  again  busy.  Another  of  ours  was  brought  down  in  flames. 
While  we  are  his  masters  in  the  matter  of  artillery,  the  enemy  has  cer¬ 
tainly  regained  ascendency  in  aerial  fighting,  but  “suns  which  set 
will  rise  again.”  Headquarters  Section  finished  erection  of  bunks 
in  Hut  11,  Bois-des-Alleux.  Eight  of  No.  2  Section  returned  from 
Gouy  Servins. 

Condensed  milk  is  practically  unobtainable.  The  canteens  have 
none. 

Further  progress  was  made  north  of  the  Ancre  during  the  week, 
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Australians  celebrating  St.  Patrick’s  day  by  capturing  Bapaume. 
Outstanding  events  in  other  theatres  of  war  have  been  abdication  of 
the  Czar  to  Russian  revolutionists,  and  General  Maude’s  entry  into 
Baghdad. 

24th  March,  1917 

Lieutenant  Calvin  left  on  Sunday  for  the  5th  Canadian  Division 
to  which  he  has  been  appointed  adjutant.  Headquarters  Section 
fixed  up  a  house  in  Mont  St.  Eloy  for  the  traffic  control,  the  strength 
of  which  has  been  doubled  in  preparation  for  pending  operations. 
At  night  the  already  overcrowded  roads  were  further  congested  by 
caterpillar  tractors  hauling  in  more  8-inch  and  9-inch  howitzers. 

It  rained  and  blew  half  a  gale  on  the  19th  but  guns  kept  hammer¬ 
ing  away  down  south.  Sappers  Bolton,  F.  R.,  Laing,  J.  G.,  Perks, 
W.  G.,  and  Lance  Corporal  Rodnight  left  to  attend  a  course  at  Cam- 
iers  in  order  to  qualify  for  commissions  in  the  Machine  Gun  Service. 
Section  1  erected  an  auxiliary  water  tank  and  Headquarters  Section 
started  work  on  divisional  baths.  The  old  3rd  Pioneers  having 
been  broken  up,  a  new  unit,  the  123rd  Battalion,  arrived  in  the  area 
to  take  its  place.  The  former  has  done  a  lot  of  useful  work  and 
deserved  a  better  fate.  Peronne  was  occupied  by  British,  and  Noyon 
by  French  troops.  Their  united  cavalry  entered  Nesle.  The  glow 
of  fires  in  the  direction  of  Lens  at  night  gave  rise  to  a  report,  apparent¬ 
ly  unfounded,  that  enemy  evacuation  was  being  extended  to  the  area 
opposite  our  own  front. 

It  was  still  blustery  on  the  20th.  Field  guns  started  wire  cutting. 
The  19th  Battalion  captured  eight  prisoners.  Lieutenants  MacPher- 
son  and  Dewar,  it  was  announced,  have  been  promoted  to  be  Captains 
and  posted  respectively  to  the  7th  and  11th  Field  Companies.  Forty 
more  localities  that  had  once  been  villages  were  captured  by  our  Fourth 
and  Fifth  Armies,  the  former  having  advanced  eight  miles  beyond 
Peronne. 

Weather  cleared  on  the  21st.  The  enemy’s  H.V.  naval  gun 
fired  six  shots  into  Mont  St.  Eloy,  scoring  a  direct  hit  with  one,  on 
the  east  tower.  There  was  a  concentrated  shoot  by  our  guns  for  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.  R.  E-  8’s.  continued  to  have  a  thin  time.  Another 
was  shot  down  this  day,  pilot  and  observer  both  being  wounded.  A 
party  from  rear  billets  brought  in  old  tree  trunks  which  had  been 
plugged  full  of  shrapnel  and  split  them  up  for  firewood  with  gun¬ 
cotton. 

Sapper  Barker,  C.  M.,  left  to  take  a  commission  in  the  R.E. 
on  the  22nd,  and  Sappers  Murray,  K.  I.,  Mann,  Munro  and  Raw 
put  up  their  first  stripe.  No.  1  Section  moved  up  to  enlarge  accom- 
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modation  at  advanced  Company  Headquarters,  which  had  been  esta¬ 
blished  in  what  had  once  been  a  German  fire  trench,  600  yds.  due 
south  of  aux  Rietz  cross  roads. 

The  6th  Brigade  relieved  the  5th  in  trenches  between  Rietz 
Avenue  and  De  la  Fourche  on  the  23rd  and  now  has  the  8th  on  its 
left.  Lieutenant  Nixon,  H.  L.,  joined  the  Company  from  the  1st 
Entrenching  Battalion.  He  is  a  telegrapher,  and  having  applied 
for  transfer  to  the  Railway  Operating  Department  was  naturally 
surprised  to  find  himself  posted  to  a  company  of  engineers.  Work 
was  started  on  an  emergency  dressing  station,  and  also  on  a  hut 
to  be  used  as  a  canteen  by  the  Chaplain  Services.  Sergeant  Farrell 
2nd  Corporal  Howlett  and  Sapper  Pope  left  for  England,  via  Aubigny, 
to  take  out  commissions  in  the  Royal  Flying  Corps.  At  noon,  and 
again  at  5.00  p.m.,  the  enemy’s  21  c.m.  naval  gun  shelled  Mont  St. 
Eloy.  Streets  were  crowded  with  troops.  Several  hits  were  made  on 
Company  billets.  A  shell  blew  in  one  side  of  the  divisional  bath  house, 
which  discharged  a  crowd  of  warriors  in  various  stages  of  undress. 
Another  hit  in  the  main  road  among  some  mules.  Those  able  to 
run  stampeded  in  all  directions.  Drivers  Paget  and  Linklater  who 
were  in  the  crowd  returned  to  the  horse  lines  by  different  routes, 
each  stating  he  had  seen  the  other  killed.  Altogether  fifty  two  casual¬ 
ties  were  reported  at  the  dressing  stations. 

Gun  Valley  is  packed  full  of  batteries.  Congestion  on  the  roads 
as  soon  as  darkness  sets  in  is  indescribable.  When  a  breakdown  occurs 
it  blocks  traffic  for  two  miles  and  it  is  sometimes  an  hour  before  dis¬ 
tracted  control  officers  get  it  moving  again.  The  enemy,  of  course, 
assists  by  shelling  every  approach  to  the  forward  area. 

The  3rd  Canadian  Division  carried  out  a  number  of  raids  during 
the  week  in  the  vicinity  of  Durand  and  Grange  Craters.  The  whole 
German  Army  from  Arras  south  nearly  to  Soissons  is  in  retreat. 

31st  March,  1917 

Sunday  was  comparatively  quiet,  few  shells  coming  back  to 
the  rear  area.  Sappers  under  Corporal  Forbes  built  a  store  house 
for  the  Tanks.  Lieutenant  Alport  was  evacuated  on  orders  from 
the  M.O. 

Mortality  among  horses,  due  partly  to  shell  fire  and  partly  to 
exhaustion,  is  rapidly  increasing.  Dead  bodies  of  the  poor  beasts 
lie  all  over  the  place.  Strict  orders  have  been  issued,  enjoining  drivers 
to  dismount  during  even  the  shortest  halts. 

Sergeant  Bonham,  on  the  27th,  made  survey  and  plan  of  an  old 
cave  which  has  been  discovered  opening  off  the  quarry,  100  yds.  from 
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rear  billets.  After  the  work  was  finished  the  A.D.M.S.,  who  had 
intended  fixing  up  the  place  for  a  dressing  station,  decided  not  to  use 
it.  Our  guns  were  banging  away  almost  without  interruption  all  day 
long  and  far  into  the  night.  Casualties  in  Neuville  St.  Vaast  were  nu¬ 
merous.  Rack  of  men  and  material  held  up  work  on  the  28th.  An  in¬ 
tense  bombardment  took  place  in  the  direction  of  Souchez.  The 
“Red  Circus”  continued  to  play  havoc  with  our  Artillery  machines. 
Just  before  sundown,  three  came  to  grief.  One  dropped  in  flames 
behind  the  enemy’s  trenches.  A  second,  after  falling  out  of  control, 
remained  upright  when  it  alighted  on  our  side.  The  third  also  made 
a  good  landing  within  the  British  lines.  The  Royal  Flying  Corps  is 
certainly  earning  its  right  to  the  motto  “Per  ardua  ad  astra.”  The 
31st  Battalion  carried  out  a  raid  but  found  the  area  within  our  box 
barrage  clear  of  the  enemy. 

Driving  rain  on  the  29th  had  a  quieting  effect  on  both  artilleries. 
Heavies  woke  up  long  enough  to  give  the  enemy  his  daily  iron  ration. 
Eater,  all  field  guns  fired  in  unison  on  some  unseen  target.  An  officer 
of  the  Company,  on  instructions  from  Colonel  Webber,  G.S.O.I.,  was 
detailed  to  lay  out  a  couple  of  overland  trails  to  be  used  by  attacking 
infantry  battalions  in  making  their  approach  march.  A  brace  of 
prisoners  was  brought  in  on  the  30th  by  the  27th  Battalion,  as  the 
result  of  an  overnight  raid  carried  out  in  pincers  formation  with  little 
loss.  A  great  hawk-like  enemy  plane  flew  with  superb  arrogance 
straight  back  over  our  lines  as  far  as  Mont  St.  Eloy,  where  it  turned 
and  went  home.  Our  Archies  and  Vickers  set  up  a  tremendous 
hullabaloo  without  causing  it  to  swerve  a  handbreadth  out  of  its 
course.  The  day  was  fine.  Eight  tanks  belonging  to  No.  12  Com¬ 
pany,  D  Battalion,  Heavy  Machine  Gun  Corps,  were  unloaded  at 
Ecoivres.  After  dark  they  came  lumbering  up  the  road  and  parked 
under  some  trees  in  a  wood  beyond  Bray. 

Weather  to-day  has  been  vile.  The  C.O.  moved  up  to  advanced 
Headquarters  at  aux  Rietz  and  assumed  personal  charge  of  work  in 
the  forward  area.  Sections  4  and  2  relieved  1  and  3,  which  retired 
to  rear  billets.  Arrangements  were  made  for  Pioneers  to  take  over 
work  on  tunnel.  Section  2  continued  operations  in  the  Cave.  Be¬ 
tween  11.00  a.m.,  and  4.00  p.m.,  the  enemy  searched  Mont  St.  Eloy 
and  its  neighbourhood  with  high  explosive  shells  of  small  calibre  and 
bursts  of  shrapnel  that  detonated  with  a  wicked  report  and  a  lot  of 
greasy  yellow  smoke.  The  two  huge  12-inch  (Grandmother)  guns  in 
the  valley  near  Maroeuil  gave  tongue  for  the  first  time.  Another 
of  these  weapons  arrived  by  rail  at  Ecoivres. 
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7th  April,  1917 

April  came  in  with  snow  on  the  ground  and  a  raw  wind.  Section 
2  under  Lieutenant  Miall  erected  partitions  in  one  end  of  aux  Rietz 
Cave  divisional  headquarters.  Corporal  Hamilton  left  for  the  Mach¬ 
ine  Gun  Officers  Training  Depot. 

The  British  line  at  the  week  end  ran  from  Arras,  through  Mer- 
catel,  Doignies,  Ruyaulcourt,  Epehy,  Jeancourt  and  Savy;  whence 
our  Allies  continued  it  south  in  the  direction  of  Vauxaillon. 

Our  heavies  bellowed  steadily  all  through  the  2nd  in  spite  of 
nasty  weather,  reducing  what  little  had  been  left  of  Thelus  to  a  few 
shapeless  mounds.  R.E.  Park  began  turning  out  roughly  made 
stretchers  and  great  quantities  of  discs  to  mark  locations  of  graves. 

Units  of  the  5th  British  Division  arrived  in  the  area  on  the  3rd. 
The  sky  was  full  of  our  planes.  A  party  under  Corporal  Forbes 
worked  on  the  tramway  through  aux  Rietz,  where  the  4th  Field  Com¬ 
pany  lost  four  men  killed  and  one  officer,  Captain  McPhee,  wounded, 
the  other  day.  No.  4  Section,  under  Lieutenant  Page,  constructed 
additional  shelters  at  advanced  billets. 

The  4th  was  cold,  with  snow  squalls  in  the  afternoon.  Two 
enemy  kite  balloons  were  brought  down  in  flames.  Lieutenant 
Weldon  went  to  Divisional  headquarters  and  was  shown  aerial  photo¬ 
graphs  and  plans  prepared  for  the  big  show.  The  ten  men  of  head¬ 
quarters  Section  who  were  working  at  aux  Rietz  returned  to  the  rear. 

Gunfire  was  continuous  all  through  the  night  of  the  5th,  taking 
toll  of  transport  which  blocked  roads  until  dawn.  Lieutenant  Adam 
with  No.  3  Section  moved  across  country  to  advanced  billets.  Drivers 
Stalker  and  F.  Burke  were  wounded  by  shrapnel,  each  getting  some 
in  the  face.  One  of  Lance  Corporal  Vickery’s  horses  was  killed  and 
he  himself  badly  wounded  in  the  leg,  near  aux  Rietz  Cross  Roads. 
Some  of  our  night  bombing  planes  flew  east.  They  now  carry  two 
small  tail  lamps  when  crossing  our  lines  to  distinguish  them  from 
hostile  machines.  Two  of  the  latter  paid  Mont  St.  Floy  a  return 
visit  and  dropped  half  a  dozen  bombs,  somehow  managing  to  miss 
hitting  anything. 

In  retaliation  for  a  French  attack  on  an  eight  mile  front  east 
of  the  Oise,  German  gunners  pumped  2000  shells  into  Rheims. 

Lieutenants  Goodwin  of  the  4th  Field  Company  and  Jack  Youngs, 
former  Sappers  of  No.  1  Section,  the  latter  sporting  a  new  M.C.  ribbon 
for  his  Somme  exploits,  visited  rear  Headquarters  on  the  6th.  Al¬ 
though  the  C.R.F.  made  an  offer  to  have  his  transfer  back  to  the 
Engineers  put  through,  Youngs,  who  is  now  Company  Commander 
in  the  1st  Battalion,  decided  to  postpone  taking  advantage  of  it,  until 
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after  the  big  show.  About  his  chances  of  coming  through  this,  never¬ 
theless,  he  appeared  unduly  pessimistic.  In  the  afternoon,  a  shell  of 
small  calibre  plunged  through  the  roof  of  a  big  Adrian  hut  behind  the 
one  in  which  our  men  are  billetted.  Bystanders,  thinking  it  a  dud, 
roared  with  laughter  as  machine  gunners  and  sappers  of  a  special 
R.E.  Gas  Company,  who  had  been  asleep  after  a  night  in  the  trenches, 
dashed  out  through  doors  at  either  end  without  waiting  to  don  their 
outer  clothing.  Investigation  showed  the  projectile  had  burst  on 
hitting  the  floor,  turning  the  place  into  a  shambles,  fifteen  of  its  occu¬ 
pants  being  killed  outright  and  twenty  others  wounded.  A  fragment 
caught  Driver  Stalker  in  the  abdomen  and  crumpled  him  up  so  that 
he  died  a  few  hours  later  at  Aubigny.  His  previous  wound  had  not 
been  serious.  On  conclusion  of  work  at  night,  Section  2  handed  its 
advanced  billets  over  to  infantry  of  the  27th  and  31st  Battalions, 
attached  to  the  Company  for  coming  operations.  Extra  rations 
were  sent  up  by  the  transport. 

Yesterday’s  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States  against 
Germany  excited  little  comment. 

To-day  has  been  sunny  and  springlike.  A  trench  mortar  strafe 
was  in  progress  at  dawn.  About  8.00  a.m.,  a  dozen  shells  of  large 
calibre  landed  in  or  close  to  rear  billets.  One  overturned  the  Arm¬ 
strong  hut  used  as  our  orderly  room,  shooting  Lance  Corporal  Wilton 
head  over  heels  out  through  the  door.  Another  blew  in  one  end  of 
the  officer’s  lean-to  from  which  the  second  in  command  had  just 
emerged,  without,  however,  disturbing  the  slumbers  of  Lieutenant 
Nixon,  dreaming  of  head  on  collisions  in  a  compartment  at  the  further 
extremity.  Lieutenant  Weldon  with  two  N.C.O’s.,  went  up  Ter¬ 
ritorial  to  pick  out  a  route  between,  and  forward  of,  the  Craters  for 
his  Section’s  advance.  A  small  party  of  sappers  from  forward 
billets  filled  shell  holes  north  of  Maison  Blanche  to  make  a  path  for 
tanks,  a  task  that  seems  rather  superflous,  if  the  things  are  able  to 
negotiate  incomparably  more  difficult  country  ahead.  About  sunset 
a  swift,  nearly  transparent,  enemy  biplane  stole  up  behind  some 
clouds  and  swooped  down  on  the  Bray  balloon  sending  it  to  earth  in  a 
mass  of  flame.  The  occupants,  jumping  clear  in  their  parachutes 
landed  safely.  The  coup  was  immediately  and  doubly  avenged  by 
destruction  of  the  insolent  raider  and  one  of  Jerry’s  own  gas  bags. 

Double  rations  are  being  sent  up  again  tonight.  Prisoners  taken 
last  week  say  their  dugouts  are  proof  against  our  shells,  but  that  gar¬ 
rison  reliefs  lose  heavily  coming  in  and  going  out,  also  that  ration 
parties  often  fail  to  arrive. 

The  frequent  sudden  and  apparently  causeless  outbursts  of  artil- 
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lery  fire  in  which  our  gunners  have  recently  been  indulging  are  said 
to  have  been  carried  out  with  the  double  object  of  forcing  the  enemy 
to  disclose  particulars  of  his  protective  barrage,  together  with  locations 
of  silent  batteries,  and  in  order,  by  repeated  false  alarms,  to  induce 
relaxation  of  vigilance. 

South-east  of  Arras  British  troops  have  captured  Croisilles. 
Numerous  booby  traps  consisting  of  small  mines,  actuated  in  some 
cases  by  clockwork  and  in  others  automatically  or  by  acid  eroding 
a  wire  so  as  to  release  a  detonating  pin,  have  been  found  in  the  evac¬ 
uated  area. 

14th  April,  1917 

Easter  Sunday  was  fine.  A  light  breeze  started  to  dry  the  roads. 
Ecoivres  was  heavily  shelled.  Our  kite  balloons  stretched  in  an 
irregular  but  unbroken  line  north  and  south  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach.  The  enemy  tried,  unsuccessfully,  to  bring  down  the  most 
advanced  with  shrapnel  fired  from  a  long  range  gun.  An  attempt  by 
a  fast  single  seater  to  destroy  the  one  over  Chateau  d’Acq  also  failed; 
the  maurauder  being  put  to  flight  by  one  of  the  new  naval  triplanes. 
These  are  said  to  have  a  speed  of  150  m.p.h.  The  Army  Commander, 
General  Horne,  passed  through  Mont  St.  Eloy. 

Zero  for  the  big  show  was  fixed  at  5.30  a.m.,  on  the  9th.  The 
task  of  the  2nd  Canadian  Division,  to  which  the  13th  British  Brigade 
is  attached,  was  announced  to  be  the  capture  of  Vimy  Ridge  between 
Farbus  and  Bois  de  la  Folie.  Procedure  to  be  observed  was  set  out  as 
follows:  The  first  wave  consisting  from  south  to  north  of  the  18th, 
19th,  24th  and  26th  Battalions  was  to  advance  to  the  first  objective 
in  Zwischen  Stellung.  Following  it,  remaining  battalions  of  the  4th 
and  5th  Brigades  were  ordered  to  continue  on  across  the  Lens  Arras 
Road  to  the  second  objective  in  Turko  Graben.  Reap  frogging  the 
other  two,  the  6th  Brigade  was  then  expected  to  seize  the  final  objective 
in  a  fringe  of  woods  beyond  the  ridge.  The  area  captured  was  to 
be  consolidated  by  establishment  of  (1)  an  outpost  line  at  the  foot  of 
the  ridge;  (2)  an  observation  line  on  its  lower  slopes;  (3)  a  resistance 
line  immediately  behind  the  crest  of  hill  140,  and  (4)  a  line  of  six 
strong  Points,  U.  V.  W.  X.  Y.  Z,  located  200  to  300  yds.  behind  the 
resistance  line  and  about  400  apart,  the  object  of  which  was  to  break 
up  any  counter  attack  which  might  penetrate  those  in  front.  Con¬ 
struction  of  the  two  most  central  of  these  redoubts  was  assigned  to 
the  6th  Field  Company,  those  on  the  right  and  left  flanks  being  allotted 
respectively  to  the  4th  and  5th.  All  arrangements  having  been  com¬ 
pleted  by  the  O.C.,  Operation  Order  21,  was  issued,  setting  them  out 
in  detail  and  making  Lieutenants  Weldon  and  Page  with  Sections  1 
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and  4  responsible  for  proper  execution  of  the  Company’s  share  of  the 
work. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  T.  V.  Anderson,  C.R.E-,  3rd  Canadian 
Division,  was  wounded  in  Neuville  St.  Vaast.  Patrols  from  the  Com¬ 
pany  guarded  overland  routes  and  strung  tape  between  stakes  which 
marked  them.  The  divisional  staff  moved  forward  and  established 
battle  headquarters  in  aux  Rietz  Cave. 

At  sunset  the  enemy  shelled  our  back  areas  spasmodically. 
Tanks  moved  forward  immediately  it  was  dark.  One  got  off  its  own 
on  to  the  infantry  trail  which  had  to  be  retaped  at  the  last  moment. 
No  ration  wagons  were  allowed  on  roads  which  were  reserved  for  the 
use  of  ammunition  vehicles  and  ambulances.  Shortly  before  midnight 
dark  masses  of  men  were  observed  approaching  noiselessly  over  the 
fields.  They  were  the  attacking  battalions  which  had  been  concen¬ 
trating  during  the  day  in  Bois  des  Alleux.  All  through  the  remainder 
of  the  night  they  continued  with  occasional  halts  to  surge  forward 
in  single  file  across  the  Bethune  Road  into  the  “up”  trenches.  Guiller- 
mot  and  Rietz  Avenue  had  been  set  apart  for  east  bound  and  Territor¬ 
ial  for  west  bound  traffic.  Congestion  near  the  front  where  leading 
units  were  crowding  into  their  assembly  positions,  caused  those  in 
rear  to  close  up  and  telescope.  Officers  fussed  nervously  with  wrist 
watches.  Men  grounded  rifle  butts  and  eased  the  weight  of  equip¬ 
ment.  Some  mechanically  felt  for  cigarettes,  remembered  smoking 
was  taboo,  and  resigned  themselves  to  tobaccoless  inactivity.  Some¬ 
where  a  Vickers  gun  snapped  into  action,  cachinnated  noisily  and 
stopped  with  the  abruptness  of  a  rivetting  machine.  Coveys  of 
shells  went  whining  overhead  to  burst  among  the  batteries  in  Gun 
Valley.  A  chill  wind,  precursor  of  dawn,  brought  drizzling  rain  and 
gusts  of  wet  snow.  Flares,  scattered  and  infrequent  all  night,  burned 
indistinctly  in  the  prevailing  murk.  Darkness  was  wearing  thin 
before  the  last  platoon  got  into  position. 

At  zero  our  guns  opened  their  bombardment  with  a  stupefying 
roar  and  the  infantry  began  to  pick  their  way  forward  between 
torn  belts  of  wire  and  interlocking  shell  holes.  A  mine  blown  south  of 
Albany  Crater  by  tunnellers  with  our  3rd  Division  was  hardly  noticed. 
Ahead,  dim  outlines  of  the  ridge  faded  in  a  smother  of  flame,  smoke 
and  driving  sleet.  The  enemy’s  front  line,  smashed  almost  out  of 
resemblance  to  a  trench  by  flying  pigs,  yielded  a  few  prisoners  but 
scarcely  checked  our  advance  which  everywhere  kept  pace  with  the 
barrage. 

As  anticipated,  none  of  the  tanks  got  very  far.  Two  were  hit 
and  all  came  to  grief  in  the  sea  of  shell  craters  less  than  a  hundred 
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yds.,  beyond  the  old  front  line.  Within  an  hour,  our  foremost  troops 
reached  their  first  objective.  After  a  short  delay,  supporting  units 
pushed  on  across  the  Lens  Arras  Road  and,  by  half  past  nine,  were 
consolidating  the  second. 

In  the  meantime,  the  6th  Canadian  and  13th  British  Brigades 
had  moved  up.  Their  battalions  now  jumped  off  on  a  3,000  yd. 
front  in  the  following  order,  from  right  to  left:  31st,  28th,  29th 
Canadians,  1st  R.  W.  Kents  and  1st  K.O.S.B.,  with  the  27th  Canadian 
and  14th  R.  Warwicks  in  support  and  15th  R.  Warwicks  in  reserve 
Thelus  Trench,  Counts  Woods,  The  Crucifix,  Thelus  Village,  Tele¬ 
grapher  Weg  and  Thelus  Wood  were  successively  reported  in 
our  hands. 

As  soon  as  leading  troops  were  beyond  the  crest  of  Hill  140, 
construction  of  the  line  of  strong  supports  was  put  in  hand.  Sections 
1  and  4,  after  reporting  to  the  C.R.E.,  in  Rietz  Cave  had  moved  up 
to  13th  Brigade  Headquarters  in  Paynesley  about  8.30  a.m.,  via  the 
mule  track  south  of  Neuville  St.  Vaast.  Thence,  they  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  their  destinations,  respectively  300  and  700  yds.  beyond  the 
Lens  Arras  Road.  In  addition  to  picks,  shovels,  sandbags,  wire  and 
stakes,  each  man  carried  rifle  with  fixed  bayonet,  50  rounds  of  S.A.A., 
two  filled  water  bottles,  24  hour  fresh  rations,  iron  rations,  steel  helmet 
and  gas  respirator  at  the  alert.  To  each  section  had  been  attached 
fifteen  infantry  from  the  6th  Brigade. 

Crossing  No  Man’s  Land  between  Pulpit  and  Stafford  Craters, 
the  parties  came  under  fire  from  guns  which  had  not  yet  been  put  out 
of  action.  Section  1  lost  its  sergeant,  (Doc)  Miller  and  Private 
Ellinson  of  the  31st  Battalion,  and  Section  4,  Private  McKane  of  the 
27th;  all  being  wounded  by  shrapnel. 

Each  strong  point  was  laid  out  in  the  form  of  several  bits  of  trench 
about  25  ft.  long,  radiating  from  a  common  centre  and  having  machine 
gun  emplacements  at  their  outer  extremities.  Completely  enclosed 
by  wire,  they  were  thus  capable  of  all  round  defence.  That  built  by 
Section  1  was  located  200  yds.  south  east  of  the  junction  of  Freezing 
Trench  and  Turko  Graben;  and  Section  4’s,  the  same  distance  due 
west  of  the  north  corner  of  the  Cemetery  immediately  in  front  of 
Thelus  Trench.  In  a  deep  dugout  opening  off  the  latter,  its  late 
occupants  had  left  a  supply  of  fresh  eggs,  which  made  a  welcome  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  rations  carried  by  Lieutenant  Page  and  his  men. 

Shortly  after  noon  our  infantry  were  on  their  3rd  objective,  a 
trail  running  off  slightly  east  of  north  from  a  point  500  yds.  east  of 
Thelus  as  far  back  as  the  Farbus-Petit  Vimy  Road  and  thence  along 
the  latter  to  Bois  de  Bonval.  Patrols  were  immediately  pushed  for- 


232 


FROM  THE  RIDEAU  TO 


ward  down  the  slope  to  the  outskirts  of  Farbus  and  the  eastern  edge 
of  woods  to  the  north  by  the  27th  Battalion. 

Prisoners  and  walking  wounded  had  continued  coming  back 
since  early  morning.  Among  them  was  an  artillery  oberst  surprised 
while  shaving  in  an  underground  observation  post  from  the  ground 
level  of  which  he  might  have  observed  his  captors  approaching. 

A  strong  north  west  wind  blew  throughout  the  day.  Some¬ 
where  on  our  left  a  kite  balloon  broke  its  moorings  and  was  noticed 
drifting,  at  a  great  height,  away  to  the  east. 

Stretcher  cases  were  evacuated  rapidly  by  light  railway,  lorry, 
motor  and  horsed  ambulance.  Cigarettes,  hot  tea  and  chocolate 
were  dispensed  freely  to  walking  wounded  and  others  by  a  Y.M.C.A. 
post  in  front  of  Neuville  St.  Vaast.  Our  heavy  artillery  continued 
slow  fire  after  the  ridge  had  been  cleared. 

On  completion  of  work  about  4.30  p.m.,  Lieutenants  Weldon  and 
Page  handed  their  redoubts  over  to  platoon  commanders  of  the  14th 
Warwicks  who,  with  their  own  men  and  two  machine  guns  crew 
each  from  the  4th  Brigade  Emma  Gees,  thereupon  proceeded  to 
garrison  them. 

In  spite  of  unfavourable  weather,  successive  stages  of  the  advance, 
as  indicated  by  flares,  had  been  reported  back  to  the  staff  through  the 
medium  of  low  flying  planes. 

In  woods  just  beyond  the  crest  of  Hill  140,  6th  Brigade  troops 
captured  over  a  dozen  guns,  including  two  8-inch  howitzers.  Most 
of  them  fired  up  to  the  last  moment  and  were  consequently  uninjured. 

The  4th  Canadian  Division,  held  up  by  uncut  wire  and  more  or 
less  intact  machine  gun  nests  north  of  Kennedy  Crater,  was  still 
engaged  when  darkness  fell.  Elsewhere  our  objectives  were  every¬ 
where  reached,  including  those  of  the  1st  and  3rd  Canadian  Divisions, 
respectively  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  2nd.  2,500  prisoners  passed 
through  the  cage  at  aux  Rietz.  South  of  Commandant’s  House,  the 
attack  had  been  continued  by  the  51st,  34th  and  9th  British  Divisions 
as  far  as  the  Scarpe,  and  by  the  15th,  12th  and  3rd  opposite  Arras. 

The  night  of  the  9th  was  comparatively  quiet  on  our  immediate 
front.  There  were  no  flares,  and  a  cold  moon,  just  past  the  full, 
only  accentuated  desolation  of  the  battlefield.  Away  to  the  left 
concentrated  gunfire  broke  out  from  time  to  time  with  extreme  vio¬ 
lence.  An  attack  by  the  85th  Battalion  just  after  sundown  was 
reported  to  have  carried  the  4th  Canadian  Division  front  further  up 
the  hill. 

Early  morning  on  the  10th  was  intensely  cold.  Snow  lay  in 
patches  between  shell  craters.  An  enemy  concentration  in  the  direc- 
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Before  and  After  the  Show 

1.  Ariane  Dressing  Station.  2.  Gun  Valley.  3  and  4.  4-5,  and  6  inch  hows. 
5.  The  Ridge.  6.  Ecurie.  7.  Unwelcome  neighbours.  8.  La  Targette. 
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tion  of  Arleux  was  broken  up  by  our  guns.  Sections  2  and  3  were 
detailed  to  assist  with  the  all  important  work  of  getting  our  lines  of 
communication  pushed  forward  across  the  hopeless  looking  morass 
of  water-logged  soil  beyond  our  old  front.  Several  officers  and  N.C.O’s 
of  the  Company  reconnoitred  captured  territory  as  far  as  the  outskirts 
of  Earbus  which  was  still  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Screened  by  a 
snow  squall  his  guns  opened  up  and,  though  their  fire  was  wild  and 
ineffective,  it  discouraged  movement  in  the  open.  During  clear 
intervals,  an  enormous  stretch  of  country  was  visible,  including, 
Dens  with  its  mining  and  industrial  suburbs.  Smoke  from  pit  head 
chimneys  showed  that  the  coal  fields  were  still  being  worked.  Monchy- 
le-Preux  was  being  subjected  to  a  tremendous  shelling. 

The  enemy,  evidently  within  the  past  week,  had  commenced 
construction  of  a  switch  line  along  the  ridge  crest  from  Counts  wood 
to  beyond  Commandant’s  House.  Wiring  had  been  completed  and 
portions  of  a  front  trench  blocked  out.  It  was  interesting  to  observe, 
however,  that  he  had  started  a  series  of  deep  dugouts  along  the  site 
of  his  support  line,  apparently  with  the  intention  of  completing  them 
before  actually  excavating  any  trenches.  These,  he  was  aware, 
could  be  dug  in  a  night  and,  from  the  fire  which  their  discovery  must 
have  inevitably  drawn,  the  garrison  would  then  have  had  adequate 
shelter.  Scattered  tools  shewed  the  work  had  been  cut  short  just 
in  time  to  prevent  completion  of  what  must  have  proved  a  formidable 
obstacle  to  our  advance. 

Attempts  were  made  to  get  field  guns  from  Neuville  St.  Vaast 
up  to  Tilleuls,  but  the  only  direct  road  had  been  obliterated  and 
battery  teams  sank  to  their  bellies  in  the  muck  of  No  Man’s  Land. 
Further  to  the  left  the  5th  Field  Company,  working  its  sections  in 
shifts,  was  able  to  get  a  mule  track  of  sorts  graded  up  as  far  as  the 
Lens-Arras  Road. 

By  nightfall  the  new  British  line  ran  through  Neuville  Vitasse, 
west  of  Monchy,  east  of  Fampoux,  west  of  Bailleul  and  along  the 
outskirts  of  Farbus  and  Petit  Vimy  to  the  4th  Canadian  Division 
area.  There  fighting  was  still  in  progress  beyond  Hill  145  which  the 
10th  Brigade  had  captured. 

More  snow  and  rain  on  the  11th  held  up  operations.  Aerial 
observation  was  impossible.  The  day  was  spent  consolidating  ground 
won  and  improving  communications.  Lieutenant  Miall  with  Section 

2  cleaned  off  and  repaired  a  portion  of  the  Lens- Arras  Road.  Section 

3  and  an  infantry  work  party  under  Lieutenant  Adam  carried  forward 
grading  for  the  light  railway  through  Tilleuls.  Section  1  collected 
abandoned  tools  and  equipment.  I  and  J.  groups,  Canadian  Field 
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Artillery,  notwithstanding  heroic  efforts  of  men  on  drag  ropes  and 
extra  mule  teams,  were  still  unable  to  get  their  guns  forward.  Mis¬ 
guided  workers  who  had  been  shovelling  chalk  and  bricks  on  top  of 
deep  muck  overlaying  the  Neuville  St.  Vaast-Thelus  road,  were  ordered 
to  reverse  their  method  of  procedure  and  clean  everything  off  down 
to  the  original  pavement.  This,  despite  numerous  holes,  was  found 
to  be  in  surprisingly  good  condition.  The  37th  British  Division 
captured  Monchy. 

At  5.30  a.m.,  on  the  12th,  in  a  blinding  storm  of  snow  which 
covered  the  ground  to  a  depth  of  3-inches  and  with  half  a  gale  of 
wind  at  their  backs,  troops  of  the  4th  Canadian  Division  attacked 
the  Pimple.  After  four  hours  of  desperate  fighting  it  was  reported 
to  be  in  our  hands.  South  of  Arras  Heninel  fell  to  the  56th  Division. 
An  Australian  attack  on  Bullecourt  was  held  up. 

Sections  in  Mont  St.  Eloy  moved  up  to  Company  Headquarters 
at  aux  Rietz,  where  men,  not  otherwise  engaged,  constructed  addi¬ 
tional  shelters.  Work  on  roads  and  railway  in  the  forward  area  was 
continued.  The  15th,  22nd  and  25th  Batteries,  assisted  by  the  22nd 
Battalion,  managed,  with  infinite  trouble,  to  get  a  few  18  pounders  in 
position  along  the  Eens-Arras  Road.  Eventually  some  genius 
devised  a  method  of  mounting  the  guns  astride  small  railway  trucks 
and  moving  them  forward  on  the  Decauville  track.  The  weather 
improved  towards  night  when  a  number  of  fires  were  observed  in  the 
direction  'of  Tens  and  elsewhere  beyond  the  ridge. 

Unofficial  reports  of  enemy  retirement  being  contradictory,  the 
O.C.  and  another  officer  yesterday  went  forward  to  try  and  get  some 
first  hand  information.  A  machine  gunner  in  a  post  at  the  head  of 
Bois  de  Bonval  was  positive  Germans  were  in  Vimy  overnight,  but 
could  not  say  whether  they  had  since  evacuated  it.  Dugouts  burrowed 
into  the  bank  alongside  and  under  the  road  to  Petit  Vimy  appeared 
to  have  been  hurriedly  vacated,  but  no  movement  above  ground 
could  be  discovered  on  the  plain  below.  Eventually  it  transpired 
that  patrols  of  the  1st,  4th  and  9th  Brigades  had  pushed  forward 
at  dawn  through  Earbus,  Petit  Vimy,  and  La  Chaudiere  and  were 
then  in  the  outskirts  of  Willerval  and  Vimy,  and  along  the  railway 
embankment  between  those  villages.  Further  north,  the  4th  Can¬ 
adian  Division  had  passed  Givenchy  and  reached  Fosse  6. 

The  weather  remained  unsettled  with  an  occasional  drizzle,  but 
visibility  was  fair.  Hostile  activity  was  practically  nil.  Section 
2  constructed  huts  above  ground  over  aux  Rietz  Cave  for  use  as  offices 
by  the  divisional  staff.  Remainder  of  Company  worked  on  roads 
and  dugouts.  Jack  Youngs,  poor  chap,  went  west  after  all.  Some- 
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one  saw  his  name  on  a  new  cross  in  the  graveyard  below  Mont  St. 
Eloy.  Billy  McIntyre  of  the  29th  Battalion  was  also  killed. 

Last  night  the  heavies  fired  on  communications  over  which 
the  enemy  was  reported  to  be  retiring.  Before  daybreak  our  advance 
was  resumed,  the  5th  Brigade  taking  over  a  new  line  in  front  of  Mont 
Foret  from  T22b79  to  Tl5b57. 

To-day  has  been  fine  and  warm.  Balloons  have  moved  forward. 
Roads  are  drying  and  are  now  fit  for  wagon  traffic  to  Thelus.  Rear 
units  of  all  services  are  being  shifted  up  to  the  fields  west  of  Bethune 
highway.  Two  6-inch  naval  guns,  our  unwelcome  neighbours  on 
the  Ancre,  came  into  action  just  in  front  of  Company  headquarters 
at  noon.  Work  was  started  on  advanced  billets  in  Balloon  Trench. 
The  12th  Siege  Battery  arrived  in  Neuville  St.  Vaast.  Sections  1  and 
4  repaired  the  road  into  Vimy  and  were  heavily  shelled,  as  was  also 
Section  3  on  the  Lens- Arras  highway  where  Sapper  Smith,  W.,  was 
wounded  in  the  face  by  shrapnel.  Only  one  enemy  plane  came  over 
on  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  front  and  it  was  so  high  up  as  to  be 
nearly  invisible  against  a  pale  background  of  blue  sky.  Far  away  to 
the  south  one  of  ours  was  seen  to  crash. 

The  enemy  is  backing  up  north  as  well  as  south  of  the  Souchez 
River.  The  5th  Division,  which  relieved  the  4th  Canadian  Division 
last  night,  is  in  Bois  de  l’Hirondelle  and  the  24th  on  its  left,  has  occupi¬ 
ed  Angres  and  Lievin.  Further  east  Lens  Church  appears  to  be  in 
flames.  Heavy  fighting  is  in  progress  at  Monchy-le-Preux. 

Corporal  Spriggs  has  been  appointed  Company  Quartermaster 
Sergeant. 

21st  April,  1917 

Rain  fell  heavily  on  the  15th.  Details  in  rear  constructed  billets 
for  personnel  left  at  Mont  St.  Eloy  which,  with  transport,  moved 
forward  to  aux  Rietz  where  new  horse  lines  had  been  laid  out.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Nixon  left  for  the  Railway  Operating  Department  at  Borre. 
The  enemy  counter-attacked  the  63rd  Naval  Division  South  of  Bail- 
leul.  Repair  of  the  Lens-Arras  Road  was  continued,  all  sections 
carrying  on  in  rotation. 

Originally  the  highway  had  been  constructed  straight  through 
the  ridge  in  a  deep  cutting  and  down  an  abrupt  eastern  slope.  Later 
the  grade  had  been  eased  by  detouring  around  a  spur  which  juts  out 
North  of  Bonval  Ravine.  Before  the  show  our  Artillery,  in  order  to 
disrupt  the  enemy’s  communications,  had  dropped  one  15-inch  shell 
fair  in  the  deepest  part  of  the  old  cutting,  besides  others  which  bit 
huge  segments  out  of  the  travelled  diversion.  German  gunners, 
equally  aware  that  the  latter  is  practically  our  only  transport  route 
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to  the  front  and  having  it  under  direct  observation,  keep  up 
perpetual  barrage  of  shrapnel.  This  effectually  prevents  its  use 
by  day  and  turns  night  for  our  repair  gangs  into  particularly  unpleas¬ 
ant  periods  of  nerve  racking  tension. 

At  midnight  the  6th  Brigade  took  over  our  front  line  from  T22b79 
to  T9d91. 

In  a  dugout  underneath  the  roadway  the  enemy  left  a  complete 
electric  lighting  plant  operated  by  a  single  cylinder  engine  with  two 
dynamos,  accumulators,  wet  and  dry  batteries,  switches  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  wiring. 

On  the  16th  Sergeant  Bonham  with  a  party  of  sappers  was  sent 
forward  by  the  O.C.  to  salve  this  equipment,  and  Lieutenant  Weldon 
with  Section  1  and  fifty  infantry  to  pick  up  engineer  material  in  the 
Thelus  Sector.  Taking  advantage  of  clearing  weather  the  enemy 
was  lavish  in  his  expenditure  of  5.9’s.  which,  thanks  to  the  sponge¬ 
like  condition  of  the  soil,  completely  buried  themselves  before  explod¬ 
ing.  Section  3  bridged  one  big  hole  in  the  roadway  above  Petit  Vimy. 
Another  officer  searched  for  suitable  watering  points  in  Vimy  itself 
which  late  in  the  afternoon,  came  in  for  severe  punishment.  North 
of  the  Aisne  the  French  in  a  great  offensive  broke  through  the  enemy’s 
lines  on  a  wide  front. 

Despite  a  flurry  of  snow  on  the  17th  field  batteries  were  busy 
cutting  wire  preparatory  to  our  further  advance.  Gunners  from  the 
Heavies  turned  a  captured  5.9  on  Mericourt  and  knocked  down  the 
church  spire.  Sergeant  Bonham  was  evacuated  from  the  4th  Field 
Ambulance  with  acute  rheumatism  and  rupture  of  an  optical  artery. 
Sections  continued  work  on  salvage,  divisional  headquarters  huts 
and  repair  of  roads. 

The  18th  was  fine  but  visibility  remained  low.  No.  4  Section 
commenced  excavating  for  additional  advanced  billets  just  behind  the 
Lens-Arras  Road,  between  Balloon  Trench  and  Volker  Tunnel. 
They  got  several  segments  of  heavy  elephant  iron  in  place  and  covered 
with  earth.  A  battery  of  60  pounders  belonging  to  the  76th  Heavy 
Artillery  Group  moved  into  position  200  yds.  to  the  rear  and  started 
an  ear-splitting  registration.  Sandwiched  between  it  and  a  row  of 
18  pounders  stretched  along  the  highway  in  front,  the  locality  began 
to  receive  shorts  intended  for  one  and  overs  aimed  at  the  other. 
Sapper  Wiltshire  was  wounded  in  the  back  by  shrapnel.  Eventually 
a  5.9  hit  the  cook  house  and  it  ceased  to  exist.  Somehow  the  rest  of 
the  party  escaped  with  nothing  worse  than  a  perfectly  legitimate 
attack  of  wind  up  and  withdrew,  allowing  the  senior  branch  of  the  service 
to  make  what  disposition  it  liked  of  the  partially  completed  work. 
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No.  3  Section  on  19th,  having  completed  repairs  to  the  Lens- 
Arras  Road,  started  with  a  party  of  250  men  from  the  21st  Battalion 
opening  up  that  between  aux  Rietz  and  Neuville  St.  Vaast  to  relieve 
the  over-taxed  main  thoroughfare  through  La  Targette.  The  work 
was  strafed,  some  infantry  recruits  becoming  casualties.  No.  2  con¬ 
tinued  work  on  its  own  forward  billets,  until  driven  off  by  hostile 
shell  fire. 

In  order  to  speed  up  the  task  of  getting  an  adequate  supply  of 
ammunition  to  battery  positions  along  the  Lens-Arras  Railway 
in  time  for  our  next  offensive,  and  to  relieve  traffic  on  the  main  high¬ 
way,  Section  1,  on  the  20th,  with  100  infantry,  laid  out  a  mule  track 
which  is  to  extend  from  Thelus  to  Vimy  Cemetery,  following  the  line 
of  Telegrapher  Weg  and  the  old  Roclincourt-Vimy  Road.  Section 
4  carried  on  the  work  at  night  over  the  hill  crest. 

To-day  vSection  1  again  took  it  over,  widening  the  grade  north 
of  Thelus  Crucifix  to  make  it  passable  for  wheeled  transport,  until 
relieved  this  evening  once  more  by  Section  4.  No.  2  went  back  to 
its  dugout  construction.  The  4th  Brigade  is  going  in  to  occupy  out¬ 
posts  from  T23d00  to  Tl7d85. 

The  weather  has  remained  fine  and  mild.  Buds  in  Goulet  Wood 
are  ready  to  burst  into  leaf.  A  new  Allied  single  seater,  the  SPAD, 
manufactured  by  le  Societe  pour  Aviation  et  ses  derives,  has  made  its 
appearance.  It  has  a  deep,  flat-sided  fuselage  and  a  160  H.P.  water- 
cooled  Hispano-Suiza  engine. 

28th  April,  1917 

Rain  fell  on  the  22nd  but  it  cleared  towards  evening.  Roadwork 
during  the  day  was  continued  by  Section  1  with  30  infantry  east  of 
Thelus  and  by  Section  3  at  aux  Rietz.  Section  2  finished  advanced 
billets.  At  night  No.  4  Section  and  one  from  the  5th  Field  Company 
started  out  to  extend  the  mule  track  downhill  towards  Vimy  dressing 
station.  While  the  party  with  others  awaited  advent  of  darkness,  a 
column  of  ammunition  mules  appeared  on  the  crest  of  Hill  140, 
silhouetted,  from  the  enemy’s  viewpoint,  against  the  sunset.  Natur¬ 
ally  his  artillery  took  prompt  advantage  of  so  tempting  a  target  and 
started  pumping  in  shells.  The  animals  at  once  stampeded.  Some 
plunged  to  a  miserable  death  in  the  liquid  mud  of  craters  made  by  our 
15-inch  howitzers;  others  dashed  wildly  down  the  sunken  road,  mad¬ 
dened  by  the  lash  of  shrapnel  which  took  toll  also  of  other  pack  trains 
crowded  about  the  Crucifix.  By  sheer  luck  our  men  escaped  without 
a  scratch. 

Promotions  of  Captain  Ellis  to  be  Major  and  of  Lieutenant 
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Weatherbe  to  be  Captain,  both  to  date  from  26th  February,  1917, 
were  announced  on  the  23rd.  Our  6-inch  and  9.2-inch  howitzers 
fired  on  La  Coulotte  which  was  captured  by  the  5th  Division,  together 
with  2,000  yds.  of  enemy  front  line  north  west  of  the  railway  culvert. 
Section  2  started  building  stables  for  the  divisional  staff.  The 
Thelus-Vimy  mule  track  was  made  passable  for  horsed  vehicles  in  dry 
weather.  To  the  south,  guns  continued  in  action  throughout  the 
day  and  following  night.  The  Naval  division  got  into  Gavrelle  but 
opposite  Arras  attacks  were  practically  without  result. 

Fighting  astride  the  Scarpe  was  renewed  on  the  24th.  On  the 
Corps  front,  all  four  Canadian  divisions  were  again  in  line  together 
when  our  4th  relieved  the  5th  Imperials.  Considerable  traffic  passed 
at  night  over  the  new  transport  route  which  was  still  further  widened 
and  improved.  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Bull,  who  was  with  P.P.C.L.I.,  at 
Armentieres  in  July,  1915,  and  was  later  wounded  and  evacuated  from 
the  4th  Field  Company,  reported  for  duty  on  the  25th  and  took  over 
Section  2.  Work  on  aux  Rietz  road  and  divisional  stables  was 
completed. 

Sections  3  and  4  constructed  a  watering  point  on  the  Bethune 
Road  opposite  Company  billets  on  the  26th.  Section  1  finished 
Thelus  Cemetery  Road.  Artillery  was  busy  cutting  wire  and  strafing 
enemy  works  opposite  the  3rd  Canadian  Division  to  mask  preparations 
for  an  attack  further  south.  These  contemplate  immediate  capture 
of  Oppy  and  Arleux  and  ultimately  that  of  Fresnoy  and  Acheville. 
60  pounders  of  the  1st  Canadian  Heavy  Battery  moved  up  in  front  of 
Chassery  Crater  and  others,  of  the  2nd,  to  positions  in  rear  of  the 
Grange  Group.  At  night  5th  Brigade  troops  took  over  the  2nd 
Canadian  Division  front  from  the  4th,  the  6th  closing  up  into  support 
with  headquarters  in  Thelus  Cave. 

After  four  days  of  clear  sunshine  the  weather  changed  over¬ 
night,  the  27th  being  cloudy  and  cool.  Final  operation  orders  for 
the  new  push  were  issued.  In  connection  therewith,  construction  of 
a  strong  Point  at  T23d91,  50  yds.,  in  front  and  to  the  north  of  where 
the  1st  and  2nd  Canadian  Divisional  objectives  join,  was  assigned  to 
the  6th  Field  Company.  Situated  at  the  intersection  of  a  sunken 
road  with  the  north  and  west  legs  of  that  position  of  the  enemy’s 
front  line  known  as  Arleux  Loop,  the  portion  is  one  of  considerable 
tactical  importance.  Once  firmly  in  our  hands  its  conversion  into  a 
redoubt  capable  of  all  round  defence,  moreover,  should  require  only 
addition  of  reverse  fire  steps,  machine  gun  emplacements  and  one  or 
more  trench  blocks.  The  task  of  carrying  out  these  changes  was 
allotted  to  Lieutenant  Page  with  Section  4  and  27  infantry. 
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East  night  the  5th  Brigade  left  battalion  garrison  dug  itself  in 
along  800  yards  of  the  Mericourt-Arleux  Road,  measured  southerly 
from  its  intersection  with  that  connecting  Mont  Foret  and  Acheville. 
About  600  yards  in  rear  a  support  trench  was  partly  excavated  across 
the  whole  Brigade  front.  The  right  half  was  occupied  before  dawn 
as  a  jumping  off  line  by  the  battalion  charged  with  seizure  of  an 
additional  500  yards  of  the  Mericourt-Arleux  Road.  This,  except  for 
establishment  of  four  advanced  posts  from  500  to  700  yards  beyond, 
is  as  far  as  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  is  expected  to  go.  The  1st 
Canadian  Division’s  objective  includes  capture  of  Arleux  and  all 
territory  beyond  up  to  a  line  drawn  from  the  5th  Brigade’s  projected 
right  flank  to  a  point  400  yards  east  of  Arleux  Crucifix. 

At  daylight  this  morning  all  guns  in  the  Corps  area  woke  up,  their 
fire  being  distributed  along  the  whole  front  so  as  to  avoid  disclosing 
the  attack’s  restricted  nature.  The  enemy  was  alert  and  his  artillery 
responded  promptly  to  the  pyrotechnic  display  our  barrage  evoked. 
A  good  many  prisoners  and  walking  wounded  have  come  back,  but 
their  reports  as  to  progress  are  confused  and  the  situation  to-night 
remains  obscure.  At  5  p.m.  Eieutenant  Page  reported  to  the  G.O.C. 
5th  Canadian  Infantry  Brigade,  but,  up  to  a  late  hour,  both  artilleries 
were  still  pounding  away  and  the  site  of  his  projected  strong  point  is 
apparently  not  yet  in  our  possession.  The  weather  has  continued 
bright  and  clear. 

5th  May,  1917 

Operations  carried  out  over  the  week  end  north  of  Arras  were 
only  partially  successful.  An  attack  on  Roeux  Chemical  Works  was 
held  up.  The  63rd  Naval  Division  captured  Gavrelle  Mill,  but,  on 
the  Corps’  immediate  right,  the  2nd  British  Division  failed  to  dis¬ 
lodge  a  German  garrison  from  Oppy.  The  1st  Canadian  Division 
got  into  Arleux,  captured  350  prisoners  and  repulsed  several  counter 
attacks.  On  the  left  of  our  own  front  the  26th  Battalion  consolidated 
its  position  in  the  Arleux-Mericourt  Road  but  south  of  the  east  and 
west  arm  of  Arleux  loop  the  25th,  for  the  most  part,  remained  eche¬ 
loned  500  yards  in  rear.  Eieutenant  Page  held  his  party  in  readiness 
to  go  forward  until  it  was  realized  the  original  programme  would  have 
to  be  modified  when  he  reported  back  to  the  C.R.E. 

Eow  visibility  on  the  29th  interfered  with  effective  destruction 
of  enemy  works  that  had  checked  our  advance.  Section  1  finished 
grading  the  road  from  Thelus  Cemetery  to  Tilleuls.  New  operation 
orders  required  the  5th  Brigade  to  extend  its  hold  on  Arleux-Meri¬ 
court  Road  by  entrenching  itself  that  night  in  the  sunken  portion  to 
within  400  yards  of  the  branch  to  Acheville,  with  a  couple  of  advanced 
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posts  in  the  latter,  and  one  in  the  north  leg  of  Arleux  loop.  On  the 
following  night  the  task  set  for  it  was  to  seize  and  consolidate  a  salient 
having  as  its  apex  the  junction  of  Arleux  Loop  and  Arleux- Acheville 
Road,  with  the  latter  forming  one  of  its  supporting  sides,  and  a  pro¬ 
jected  line  running  north  west  back  to  the  Arleux  Mericourt  Road 
the  other. 

Pending  carrying  out  of  these  plans  establishment  of  a  front  line 
strong  point  was  postponed  and  Lieutenant  Page  ordered  to  con¬ 
struct  the  most  southerly  of  another  pair,  located  respectively  200 
yards  due  north  and  south  of  the  highest  point  in  the  Arleux-Mt.  Foret 
Road.  At  8  p.m.  his  party  left  Brigade  Headquarters  and  proceeded 
forward,  picking  up  tools  at  the  Cemetery.  The  enemy  had  our 
communications  well  taped  and  shelled  them  consistently.  At  10.45 
p.m.  the  site,  at  T28b98  on  the  exposed  eastern  slope  of  a  low  ridge, 
was  reached  and  digging  commenced.  The  strong  point  was  laid  out 
in  Y  formation  with  an  emplacement  at  the  extremity  of  each  leg. 
Ten  of  the  party  wired  in  the  work  which  was  completed  shortly 
before  dawn.  Enemy  retaliation  for  our  gun  fire  was  severe  and  the 
party  was  lucky  to  escape  with  only  one  engineer  casualty;  Sapper 
Skelly  being  badly  cut  about  the  legs  and  face  with  shrapnel.  The 
5th  Brigade  during  the  night  cleared  the  enemy  out  of  a  further 
stretch  of  Arleux  loop  and  made  good  its  position  along  the  whole 
sunken  portion  of  the  Arleux-Mericourt  Road  as  far  as  the  3rd 
Brigade’s  left  flank. 

There  was  little  change  in  weather  conditions  on  the  30th.  Our 
field  guns  behind  the  railway  embankment  continued  wire  cutting, 
and  the  6-inch  howitzers  in  Thelus  destructive  fire  in  the  enemy’s 
hinterland.  Section  3  erected  a  tank  at  the  new  watering  point. 
Revised  orders  for  construction  of  the  Arleux  Loop  Strong  Point  at 
T24c85,  500  yards  further  east  than  originally  contemplated,  were 
received  and  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  Adam  for  execution. 

May  came  in  with  clear  skies  and  a  burst  of  warm  sunshine. 
Graves  of  French  soldiers,  mort  pour  la  patrie,  alongside  the  officers’ 
Armstrong  hut,  were  tidied  up  and  decorated  with  bits  of  chalk.  At 
10  p.m.,  under  a  24th  Battalion  guide,  Lieutenant  Adam  left  Thelus 
Cave  with  Section  3  and  20  infantry  to  carry  out  the  work  entrusted 
to  him.  Night  air,  responsive  to  the  alchemy  of  early  spring,  gave 
out  faint  odours  of  raw  earth  and  budding  vegetation,  blended  now 
and  then  with  fumes  of  burnt  cordite.  Far  out  on  the  plain  below 
Vimy  ridge  in  a  ten  mile  arc  the  restless  line  of  enemy  flares  spouted, 
glimmered  and  sank.  Owing  to  bright  moonlight  movement  above 
ground  was  prohibited  near  the  front,  and  progress  in  crowded  trenches 
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was  slow.  Midnight,  in  fact,  had  long  passed  before  the  party  reached 
our  furthest  outpost  in  Arleux  loop  near  its  junction  with  the  Arleux- 
Acheville  Road.  Here  a  loopholed  block  and  bench  for  Vickers  gun 
were  constructed  and  the  trench  beyond  straightened  out  to  bring  it 
under  control  by  the  garrison.  Fortunately  the  work  was  too  close 
to  the  enemy’s  outpost  line  for  hostile  shelling,  and  he  was  apparently 
too  busy  consolidating  a  new  front  to  indulge  in  bombing.  Shortly 
before  dawn  the  last  bit  of  wiring  was  completed.  Coming  out,  some 
of  the  men  lost  touch  with  those  in  front  but,  guided  by  flashes  from 
our  eighteen  pounders,  were  able  to  find  their  way  to  the  ridge  before 
daylight  and,  by  7  a.m.,  to  regain  billets. 

All  through  the  sun-drenched  2nd  our  artillery  kept  hammering 
away  in  preparation  for  the  show  timed  to  commence  next  day.  No. 
1  Section  repaired  wells  in  Thelus.  In  the  afternoon  enemy  aircraft 
dropped  bombs  near  Company  headquarters.  At  night  the  5th 
Brigade  contracted  its  front,  to  enable  a  battalion  of  the  6th  to  come 
in  on  its  right. 

Weather  conditions  on  the  3rd  were  the  reverse  of  those  prevail¬ 
ing  on  the  morning  the  Corps  stormed  the  ridge.  Ground  had  dried, 
air  was  warm  and  sky  indicative  of  clear  sunshine.  Zero  was  set  for 
3.45  a.m.  Orders  called  for  the  capture  of  Fresnoy  by  the  1st  Cana¬ 
dian  Division.  In  co-operation  therewith  the  6th  Brigade,  pivoting 
about  its  own  left  flank,  had  instructions  to  wheel  left  handed  until 
its  right  battalion  linked  up  with  troops  of  the  3rd,  300  yards  north  of 
the  village.  The  operation  involved  clearing  up  the  remainder  of 
Arleux  loop  and  breaking  through  the  Oppy-Mericourt  line  to  the 
south. 

Lieutenant  Bull  was  detailed  to  carry  out  the  6th  Field  Com¬ 
pany’s  share  in  consolidating  the  2nd  Canadian  Division’s  objective, 
by  construction  of  an  additional  strong  point  in  Arleux  Loop  200  yards 
beyond  that  established  by  Section  3.  Leaving  bidets  at  3  a.m.  with 
Section  2  and  20  infantry  O.R.,  he  reported  at  zero  to  the  G.O.C.  6th 
Canadian  Infantry  Brigade  in  Thelus  Cave.  Thence,  at  6  a.m.,  the 
party  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  31st  Battalion  headquarters  in  the 
Beehive,  1000  yards  north  of  Willerval.  By  the  time  it  arrived,  our 
offensive  had  been  in  progress  three  hours  and  the  usual  procession 
of  captured  and  wounded  was  in  motion  towards  the  rear.  Walking 
cases  reported  desperate  resistance  on  the  enemy’s  part  and  much 
uncut  wire.  To  observers  on  the  ridge  even,  it  was  evident  our  ad¬ 
vance  was  stubbornly  contested.  Hour  after  hour  intense  gun  fire 
was  maintained  with  little  relaxation.*  In  the  clear  sunshine  small 
columns  of  reserves  could  be  seen  from  time  to  time  moving  up  in 
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artillery  formation,  deploying  and  continuing  the  advance  in  open 
order  until  lost  to  view  behind  a  curtain  of  bursting  shells.  Shortly 
after  noon  messages  were  received  that  the  1st  Canadian  Division 
had  reached  its  objectives,  but  that  the  situation  on  its  left,  where 
the  27th  Battalion  had  lost  heavily  advancing  over  the  open,  was  still 
in  doubt.  I  he  31st  Battalion  also  was  making  very  slow  progress 
bombing  along  Arleux  Loop.  Not  until  late  in  the  evening  was  the 
6th  Brigade  able  to  report  its  troops  in  contact  with  those  on  their 
right  and  consolidating  a  line  slightly  in  rear  of  that  contemplated. 

Lieutenant  Bull’s  men  had  to  wait  outside  Battalion  headquar¬ 
ters  throughout  the  whole  day.  The  place  was  probably  well  known  to 
German  gunners  as  they  plastered  it  unmercifully  with  5.9’s,from  which 
there  was  practically  no  protection.  The  party  had  eight  casualties, 
Sapper  Fisher,  C.  F.,  and  two  of  the  attached  infantry  being  killed, 
and  Sappers  Anderson,  W.  A.,  MacKie,  A.,  and  Bannister,  S.  W.,  with 
three  other  attached  men  wounded.  At  8.00  p.m.,  the  remainder 
went  forward.  The  Arleux  loop  was  more  crowded  than  ever 
with  reliefs  and  ration  parties  going  in  and  stretcher  bearers  bringing 
out  wounded.  In  the  trenches  there  were  several  dugouts,  the  most 
advanced  of  which  was  being  used  as  a  regimental  aid  post.  Near 
it,  Lieutenant  Bull  started  his  men  to  work  about  1.00  a.m.,  strengthen¬ 
ing  and  wiring  in  the  position.  Germans  were  said  to  be  holding  the 
Oppy  Mericourt  line,  a  few  hundred  yards  away  in  force,  with  outposts 
still  closer;  but  they  made  no  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  work  which 
was  completed  about  3.00  a.m.  The  party  then  started  on  its  seven 
mile  journey  back  to  camp  which  was  reached  after  the  lapse  of  twenty- 
six  eventful  hours  from  the  time  it  started  out. 

Weather  yesterday  was  the  warmest  of  the  season  to  date. 
Section  1  stood  to,  expecting  orders  to  go  forward,  but  was  not  called 
on.  At  night  the  29th  and  28th  Battalions,  having  completed  relief 
of  the  27th  and  31st,  slightly  advanced  the  line  taken  over,  and  com¬ 
pleted  its  consolidation. 

To-day  has  been  cloudy  and  much  cooler.  Section  3  started 
work  on  an  elaborate  set  of  sunken  shelters  for  Divisional  battle 
headquarters  at  the  junction  of  Rhine  and  Elbe  Trenches.  Sections 
2  and  4  continued  repair  of  wells  in  Thelus  and  elsewhere  behind  the 
ridge.  The  1st  Canadian  Division  is  marching  back  to  rest.  It 
is  being  relieved  tonight  by  the  5th  Division,  which  will  hold  the 
Fresnoy  front,  in  addition  to  that  taken  over  last  night  from  the  2nd 
British  Division  on  this  side  of  Oppy.  Over  400  prisoners  have  passed 
through  the  cage  during  the  past  three  days. 

Papers  report  the  repulse  of  terrific  counter  attacks  on  Australian 
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troops  who  are  still  holding  a  section  of  the  Hindenburg  line  south 
east  of  Bullecourt  which  they  captured  on  the  3rd.  A  heavy  cannon¬ 
ade  which  broke  out  away  on  our  left  is  still  in  progress. 

12th  May,  1917 

Early  Sunday  morning  the  4th  Canadian  Division  advanced  its 
line  between  La  Coulotte  and  the  Electric  Generating  Station,  captur¬ 
ing  fifty  prisoners.  One  of  the  Company’s  light  draft  horses  developed 
a  bad  case  of  colic  and  had  to  be  shot.  Section  2  worked  on  wells 
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and  Sections  3  and  4  on  Divisional  battle  headquarters,  excavation 
for  which  was  completed  next  day. 

Preparatory  to  reporting  on  available  accommodation  in  the  area, 
two  members  of  the  Company  explored  Thelus  Cave,  a  maze  of 
irregular  chambers  connected  by  passages.  These  extend  for  a  quar¬ 
ter  (tf  a  mile  under  Hill  140,  but  only  a  small  portion  in  use  as  Brigade 
headquarters  near  the  south  end  is  at  present  occupied.  From  signs 
painted  on  walls  the  enemy,  it  was  evident,  had  used  the  place  regu¬ 
larly,  until  the  “earthquake,”  dropped  by  our  guns  on  April  3rd 
brought  down  from  the  roof,  tons  of  chalk  which  now  lie  piled  10  ft. 
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high  in  many  of  the  rooms.  The  expedition  nearly  came  to  grief 
when  draught  in  passages  caused  premature  extinction  of  the  explorers’ 
only  candle.  Fortunately,  as  this  occurred,  light  from  a  stairway 
at  the  north  end  became  visible.  Other  eaves,  east  of  Thelus,  were 
examined  later  but  their  roofs  were  too  shallow  and  the  chalk  too 
friable  for  security,  though  a  portion  of  one  was  tenanted  by  a  5th 
Division  battery. 

Corporals  Winning,  Sutherland,  D.  A.,  and  Spruit  proceeded  on 
the  7th,  to  First  Army  Rest  Camp.  Our  heavies  in  the  afternoon 
fired  in  response  to  an  S.O.S.  sent  up  by  the  4th  Canadian  Division. 

Golden  weather  which  ushered  in  the  week  gave  place  to  mist 
and  rain  next  day.  Taking  advantage  of  consequent  low  visibility, 
the  enemy  staged  a  violent  surprise  attack  against  our  front,  and  more 
especially  that  of  the  5th  Division,  which  succeeded  in  forcing  the 
latter  to  vacate  Fresnoy.  Our  4th  Brigade,  caught  in  process  of  re¬ 
lieving  the  6th,  was  severely  punished,  and  the  19th  Battalion  after 
being  outflanked,  was  obliged  to  refuse  its  right,  to  conform  to  a  new 
line  taken  up  by  its  neighbours  in  front  of  Arleux. 

In  anticipation  of  possible  necessity  for  further  withdrawal,  the 
Company  was  ordered  to  strengthen  the  strong  point  constructed 
by  Fieutenant  Page.  At  6.30  p.m.,  accordingly,  Fieutenant  Weldon 
was  sent  forward  with  Section  1,  20  infantry  and  two  mules  laden  with 
tools  and  material,  to  do  what  was  required.  Passing  through  the 
enemy’s  counter  battery  barrage  along  the  railway  embankment, 
largely  gas,  the  party  had  to  don  respirators.  A  runner  picked  up  at 
the  Beehive,  proving  useless  as  a  guide,  was  sent  back  and  the  work 
located  by  compass  and  pacing.  Trenches  were  deepened  and  more 
wire  was  put  out.  In  accordance  with  orders,  the  party  manned  the 
redoubt  from  2.00  a.m.,  almost  to  dawn,  while  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
was  made  by  the  5th  Division  to  recover  the  position  it  had  lost. 
The  27th  Battalion  later  relieved  the  31st  in  the  Railway  Fine. 

Sections  3  and  4  erected  huts  at  rear  of  Divisional  headquarters 
and  offices  at  those  in  Elbe.  On  the  9th,  at  midnight,  the  4th  Can¬ 
adian  Division  captured  another  bit  of  trench  north  west  of  Coulotte. 

The  10th  was  sultry.  Shelters  for  Divisional  officers’  quarters 
and  mess  were  completed. 

Yesterday  at  7.00  a.m.,  and  again  last  night  and  this  morning, 
the  enemy  used  flammenwerfer  against  the  4th  Canadian  Division. 
Away  on  our  right  the  4th  British  Division  at  last  captured  Roeux 
Chemical  Works  and  Cemetery.  Fittle  activity  developed  on  our 
own  front. 

Four  days  of  heat,  abnormal  for  May,  has  filled  the  open  country 
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behind  our  horse  lines  with  yellow  dandelions  and  buried  overland 
trails  under  half  a  foot  of  white  dust. 

19th  May,  1917 

The  13th  brought  bad  luck  to  Section  3.  The  day  was  oppres¬ 
sively  hot.  The  enemy  bombarded  Neuville  St.  Vaast  and  got  a 
direct  hit  on  our  new  Divisional  battle  headquarters  at  the  junction 
of  Rhine  and  Elbe  trenches.  Corporal  Ritchie,  J.  A.,  Lance  Corporal 
Beers,  W.  S.,  together  with  Sappers  Rajotte,  A.  R.,  Connolly,  T.  A., 
and  Booth  A.  D.,  were  killed  besides  others  not  members  of  the  Com¬ 
pany.  Included  among  the  wounded 
were  Sappers  Boy  ter,  T.  B.,  Cop- 
pen,  S.  A.,  Hemsworth,  T.  A., 

Carlisle,  D.,  Smith,  W.,  and  Sti- 
gant,  E.  Construction  had  been 
practically  completed  and  the 
staff  intended  moving  in  next  day. 

The  loss  of  these  tried  veterans  is 
the  most  serious  our  unit  has  sus¬ 
tained.  Work  was  commenced  on 
new  forward  Company  billets  in  a 
chamber  of  Thelus  Cave,  almost 
under  the  intersection  of  Thelus 
Trench  and  Mill  Road;  a  section  of 
the  Pioneers  being  detailed  to  assist 
in  shoring  up  the  roof. 

Thunder  showers  on  the  14th 
failed  to  clear  the  air,  which  re¬ 
mained  sultry.  Men  killed  the  previous  day  were  buried  at  aux 
Rietz.  Sapper  Booth,  whose  brother-  in-law  commands  a  Canadian 
brigade,  had  passed  for  commissioned  rank  in  the  Artillery.  Cor¬ 
poral  Ritchie  could  have  put  up  two  stars  in  the  Tunnellers  any  time 
he  liked  this  past  year.  The  G.O.C.  having  naturally  declined  to 
occupy  as  headquarters  a  position  so  well  registered,  efforts  of  the 
Company  were  concentrated  on  pushing  to  completion  the  structures 
in  rear  already  started. 

5th  Brigade  battalions  took  over  the  divisional  front  line,  which 
is  now  pretty  well  stablized  and  runs  along  in  front  of  Alberta  Road 
for  700  yds  from  a  point  300  north  of  its  south  end,  thence  north  west 
and  north  to  the  junction  of  Winnipeg  and  Acheville  Roads. 

Weather  changed  on  the  15th,  becoming  cloudy  and  comparativ¬ 
ely  cool,  with  intermittent  showers  the  following  day.  Sappers  not 
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otherwise  engaged  started  sinking  a  new  shaft  into  Thelus  Cave, 
disposing  of  material  excavated  to  cover  an  elephant  shelter  set  up 
for  use  as  kitchen  in  a  neighbouring  shell  hole.  An  infantry  party  was 
detailed  to  furnish  shifts  for  continuing  the  work  at  night. 

There  was  more  thick  weather  on  the  17th,  but  it  cleared  towards 
evening.  Reconnaissance  was  made  of  the  divisional  defence  system 
by  one  of  the  Company’s  officers. 

A  warm  sun  shone  again  yesterday.  Award  of  the  Military 
Medal  to  Corporal  Winning  and  Lance  Corporal  Hazelden  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  orders.  Following  a  magnificent  sunset,  the  sky  was  like 
an  inverted  sea  of  topaz  studded  with  islands  of  translucent  gold. 
Triplanes  coming  home  to  roost  gave  an  exhibition  of  acrobatic  stunts 
before  alighting.  Officers  returning  from  a  visit  to  Major  Manhard 
and  Captain  K.  P.  MacPherson  of  the  7th  Field  Company  staged  an 
impromptu  horse  race  which  nearly  ended  in  disaster  when  Butterfly 
ran  away  and  dashed  through  a  crowded  infantry  camp. 

To-day  has  been  cloudy.  6th  Brigade  headquarters  moved  up 
to  Thelus  Cave. 

26th  May,  1917 

The  20th  was  fine.  Lieutenant  Balfour,  formerly  N.C.O.  of 
the  2nd  Field  Company,  reported  for  duty.  The  6th  Brigade  re¬ 
lieved  the  5th  in  the  line  from  T30a42  to  Tl6b80.  Two  battalions 
occupied  Nova  Scotia,  Winnipeg  and  Quebec  Trenches  to  within  500 
yds.  of  Quarries  Road.  A  third  garrisoned  strong  points  in  front 
of  Hill  75  for  protection  of  gun  positions,  with  headquarters  in 
C.P.R.  Trench,  and  the  fourth  was  distributed  along  Arleux-Vimy 
Switch  and  Vimy-Lievin  Line,  with  headquarters  500  yds.  south  east 
of  Vimy  Station.  The  4th  Brigade  moved  up  into  support;  its  staff 
taking  over  Paynesley  Dugouts. 

Becoming  responsible  for  protection  of  the  area  between  Neu- 
ville  vSt.  Vaast  and  Farbus-Vimy  Railway,  Brigade  Major  D.  E. 
Macintyre  spent  the  morning  of  the  21st  with  an  officer  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  siting  additional  trenches,  so  as  to  make  a  continuous  defensive 
system  along  the  forward  crest  of  the  ridge  within  the  divisional 
area.  During  the  two  following  days,  these  were  dug  under  the  latter’s 
direction. 

It  rained  on  the  22nd,  but  cleared  next  day.  Section  1  repaired 
the  mule  track  west  of  Lens-Arras  Road. 

The  24th  was  cool  and  cloudy.  Eight  reinforcements  reported 
from  the  pool.  At  night,  300  infantry  from  the  21st  Battalion,  under 
supervision  of  Lieutenant  Weldon  and  Section  1,  started  digging  a 
new  communication  trench  connecting  C.P.R.  with  Arleux-Loop. 
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There  was  no  moon  and  darkness  was  intense.  Guides  met  the  party 
at  a  wrecked  aeroplane  200  yds.  south  west  of  the  Weary  Willows 
which,  with  a  dead  mule,  formed  the  only  distinguishable  objects 
east  of  the  railway.  Yesterday  and  to-day  have  been  bright  and 
sunny. 

East  night,  Lieutenant  Balfour,  with  Section  4  which  he  has  taken 
over,  and  another  large  work  party,  completed  Hudson  Trench, 
as  the  new  communication  trench  has  been  named.  The  Major 
and  Lieutenant  Bull  staked  out  a  second  one  to  be  known  as  Grand 
Trunk.  It  will  run  south  of  and  more  or  less  parallel  to  New  Bruns¬ 
wick  Road  from  near  the  embankment  to  Canada  Trench. 

To-day  47th  O.R.  from  Sections  1,  2  and  3  moved  up  into  Thelus 
Cave  with  their  officers.  The  latter  have  instructions  to  supervise 
the  work  so  as  to  ensure  completion  before  daylight  on  the  second 
of  two  consecutive  nights. 


2nd  June,  1917 

Ideal  summer  weather  characterized  the  week  end.  The  base¬ 
ball  team  was  re-organized.  Its  members  are  for  the  most  part  new¬ 
comers  to  the  Company.  Of  the  nine  that  nearly  won  the  divisional 
championship  at  Ouderdom,  only  two  or  three  have  not  been  granted 
commissions. 

The  6th  Brigade  on  Sunday  was  relieved  in  the  line  by  the  4th. 
At  intervals  between  10.15  and  11.00  p.m.,  three  parties  from  the  5th, 
totalling  650  men,  reported  to  Lieutenants  Adam,  Weldon  and  Bull 
for  work  on  Grand  Trunk  Trench.  About  midnight  a  platoon  of  the 
22nd  Battalion  was  shelled  off  the  work.  A  field  battery  had  moved 
one  of  its  sections  up  into  position  astride  the  projected  alignment, 
both  guns  being  in  the  open  covered  only  with  bits  of  canvas.  Having 
evidently  been  spotted  by  enemy  aircraft  during  the  day,  they  be¬ 
came  targets  for  his  artillery.  Casualties  were  fairly  heavy.  Else¬ 
where  the  night’s  task,  a  trench  2  ft.  deep,  5  ft.  wide  at  top  and  3^2 
at  bottom,  was  completed. 

During  a  daylight  reconnaissance  of  our  ungarrisoned  support 
line  on  the  28th  by  an  officer  of  the  Company,  one  of  those  small 
German  bomb  projectors  that  function  somewhat  on  the  Stokes  prin¬ 
ciple,  except  that  the  missile  with  its  propelling  charge  fits  over  a 
rod  instead  of  into  a  tube,  was  found  in  Arleux-Loop  near  Manitoba 
Road.  Should  the  enemy  make  another  successful  counter-attack, 
he  would  find  the  handy  little  weapon  with  its  supply  of  bombs  all 
ready  for  use.  On  the  other  hand,  if  instruction  in  the  use  of  hostile 
gadgets  of  this  sort  were  more  general  among  our  men,  there  is  no 
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reason  why  the  enemy  should  not  before  this  have  been  hoist  with 
his  own  petard.  Visibility  was  exceptionally  good  so  that,  with  the 
aid  of  binoculars,  Germans  could  be  seen  walking  about  near  their 
new  reserve  line.  Hearty  congratulations  were  extended  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Adam  on  receipt  of  notification  that  his  M.C.  had  come 
through. 

Work  on  Grank  Trunk  was  continued  at  night.  Infantry  of  the 
26th  Battalion,  lined  out  in  vicinity  of  the  guns  where  ground  had 
not  been  broken,  profited  by  advice  to  dig  themselves  in  quickly. 
As  a  result,  when  the  inevitable  shelling  recommenced,  each  man 
had  a  shallow  funk  hole  excavated,  and  the  party  escaped  with  only 
a  few  casualties.  These,  however,  included  among  the  wounded 
Sappers  Wood  and  Robbie  from  the  Company.  The  29th  was  dull 
and  wet.  After  dark  the  new  trench  was  deepened  and  widened. 
Guides  sent  out  to  meet  the  work  party  at  its  usual  rendezvous 
almost  missed  connection ;  the  familiar  outlines  of  wrecked  plane  fail¬ 
ing  to  show  up  against  the  sky.  An  artillery  staff  officer,  suspicious 
of  its  use  by  the  enemy  for  registration  purposes,  had,  without  notify¬ 
ing  the  Company,  burned  it.  A  whiff  from  the  dead  mule  eventually 
led  to  the  place  of  assembly.  The  night  passed  in  comparative  quiet, 
though  Sapper  MacPherson  was  slightly  wounded. 

No.  1  Section’s  deep  dugout  at  Tilleuls  cross  roads  was  finished  on 
the  30th.  2nd  Corporal  Tolmie  proceeded  to  an  R.E.  Training  Camp 
at  Rouen,  as  Instructor.  Sapper  Clark,  C.  H.,  left  for  a  course  at 
2nd  Divisional  School.  Major  Pepler  of  the  3rd  Field  Company 
arranged  details  for  relief  of  the  Company  with  the  O.C.,  After  a 
bright  morning  the  sky  clouded. 

Relief  of  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  by  the  1st  began  next  day. 
Tool  carts  and  bridging  equipment  were  dispatched  to  the  rear  under 
Lieutenant  Miall.  Permanent  work  parties  returned  to  their  res¬ 
pective  units.  The  sun  went  down  in  a  blaze  of  splendour.  After 
dark,  Lieutenant  Balfour  taped  out  Toronto  trench.  The  4th 
Canadian  Division  handed  over  its  right  half  of  area  to  the  3rd. 

Yesterday,  in  bright  sunshine,  an  advance  party  of  cyclists  from 
the  Company  proceeded  to  Maisnil  Bouche.  The  main  body  fol¬ 
lowed  via  cross  country  tracks  a  few  hours  later,  and  the  rear  guard 
after  turning  Thelus  Cave  billets  over  to  a  relieving  detachment  under 
Captain  Boswell. 

Lance  Corporal  Murray,  K.  I.,  left  for  Canada  to  complete  his 
medical  studies.  All  three  field  companies  are  now  quartered  in 
Adrian  huts.  Maisnil  Bouche  is  nothing  more  than  a  cluster  of  cot¬ 
tages  and  farm  buildings,  with  a  chateau  occupied  by  the  C.R.E.  in 
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rear.  Fine  old  trees  surround  the  place  and  border  a  long  drive  which 
curves  up  from  the  main  highway.  All  about  are  fields  of  growing 
crops. 

To-day  has  been  scorching.  The  Company  paraded  early  for 
kit  inspection.  Drivers  have  been  fixing  up  horse  lines  in  front  of  the 
camp.  Tomorrow,  the  6th  has  to  find  personnel  for  guard  and  other 
divisional  duties  at  C.R.E.  headquarters,  responsibility  for  which  is 
taken  by  each  of  the  three  field  companies  in  rotation. 

9th  June,  1917 

Sunday  was  fine  with  a  cool  wind.  Divine  service  was  held  in 
one  of  the  huts.  Heat  on  the  4th  was  again  intense.  The  usual 
course  of  training  for  units  at  rest  was  commenced,  with  P.T.  at 
7.45  a.m.,  drill  from  9.00  a.m.,  to  noon  and  musketry  between  1.30 
and  3.30  p.m. 

A  report  came  through  next  day  that  the  4th  Canadian  Division 
had  captured  Lens  Electric  Generating  Station. 

Rain  at  night  washed  all  dust  from  the  air,  which  carried  at  dawn 
on  the  6th  only  the  fragrance  of  wild  flowers  and  such  fugitive  exhala 
tions  as  are  distilled  out  of  moist  earth.  Ten  reinforcements  reported 
from  the  2nd  Canadian  Entrenching  Battalion.  Sergeant  Medlen 
and  Lance  Corporal  Mann  proceeded  to  the  First  Army  Rest  Camp. 

Another  great  British  victory  was  reported  on  the  7th:  Wyts- 
chaete,  Messines,  and  all  the  ridge  from  which  grey  coated  snipers 
used  to  look  down  on  and  take  pot  shots  at  our  men  being  wrested 
from  the  enemy.  Weather  was  ideal  for  the  show. 

Yesterday  was  again  hot  and  very  close.  Parades  continued 
as  usual  except  during  the  afternoon  which  was  given  up  to  sports. 

Sir  Julian  Byng  having  relinquished  command  of  the  Canadian 
Corps,  it  is  being  taken  over  by  General  Currie  of  the  1st  Division 
to-day.  Captain  Weatherbe  has  been  awarded  the  M.C. 

16th  June,  1917 

Papers  have  been  fu'l  of  the  Messines  show.  Proceedings,  it 
appears,  commenced  at  3.20  a.m.,  by  the  springing  of  nineteen  heavily 
charged  mines  under  the  enemy’s  front  line  between  Spanbroek- 
molen  and  Hill  60.  They  included  some  prepared  a  year  ago.  Our 
line  now  runs  from  Ploegsteert  Wood  through  Oosttaverne  to  Mount 
Sorrel.  Prisoners  number  7,000. 

Major  Ellis  left  on  the  10th  to  attend  a  First  Army  conference 
at  Hardelot.  After  lunch,  under  ideal  conditions,  the  10th  Brigade 
held  a  competition  for  officers’  and  N.C.O.’s  riding  horses  at  Chateau 
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de  la  Haie.  Captain  Schmidlin,  an  officer  from  the  6th  Field  Company 
and  a  vet.  from  the  4th  Division,  acted  as  judges.  The  winner  in  the 
chief  event  cleared  all  obstacles  without  putting  a  foot  wrong. 

Second  Corporal  Eeech  with  Sappers  Wilcox  and  Dillabough 
proceeded  to  the  First  Army  School  of  Mines  at  Houchin  on  the  11th. 
Lieutenant  Adam  lectured  to  N.C.O.’s  on  surveying  and  plotting. 
The  weather  was  showery  and  remained  unsettled  until  the  afternoon 
of  the  12th  when  it  cleared  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied 
with  preparations  for  forthcoming  competitions.  It  has  remained 
fine  since. 

The  13th  was  spent  at  the  rifle  ranges.  In  the  evening  the  C.R.E. 
Corps  Troops  inspected  the  horses,  drivers  and  vehicles  of  the  three 
field  companies  and  selected  the  Gth’s  pontoon  turnout  and  the  4th’s 
tool  cart  to  represent  the  Division  at  the  Corp’s  Horse  Show. 

Divisional  sports  took  place  at  Coupigny  on  the  14th  and  15th. 
The  Company  s  team  was  backed  to  win  the  horseback  wrestling  con¬ 
test,  but  just  lost  out  to  Divisional  Headquarters.  Lieutenant 
Balfour  was  easily  first  in  the  high  jump. 

On  May  14th  a  Zeppelin  was  shot  down  over  the  North  Sea. 
Curiously  enough,  the  feat  was  duplicated  on  Thursday,  exactly  a 
month  later. 

To-day  the  temperature  was  over  80°  in  the  shade. 

23rd  June,  1917 

The  O.C.  returned  to  the  Company  and  resumed  command  on 
the  18th.  It  was  unfortunate  that  after  two  days  of  almost  tropical 
sunshine  the  weather  should  have  broken  for  the  Corps  Horse  Show 
on  the  19th.  However,  after  a  heavy  downpour  in  the  morning  it 
cleared  sufficiently  for  the  events  to  be  run  off.  The  Company’s 
pontoon  with  three  teams  of  well  matched  bays  in  the  pink  of  condition 
took  second  prize.  Under  Driver  Duncan’s  skilful  lead  they  excelled 
in  the  driving  display,  but  dropped  a  point  or  two  on  equipment. 

The  following  three  days  were  showery.  Lieutenant  Weldon, 
2nd  Corporal  Upton,  and  Sapper  Grant  were  detailed  to  proceed 
to  the  First  Army  Rest  Camp  on  the  20th,  and  Corporal  Spruit,  with 
Lance  Corporals  Munro  and  Browne,  F.  F.,  to  the  First  Army  School 
of  Mines  on  the  22nd. 

Leave  warrants  for  Lieutenants  Miall  and  Weldon  came  through 
to-day.  The  O.C.  held  a  full  dress  parade  this  morning.  Keen 
intersection  rivalry  and  company  esprit  de  corps  promoted  by  recent 
competitions  with  other  units,  combined  with  daily  setting  up  drill, 
liberal  replacement  of  worn  uniforms,  abundance  of  green  forage  and 
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lavish  expenditure  of  Brasso,  saddle  soap,  emery  paper  and  elbow 
grease,  resulted  in  making  the  turnout  as  smart  as  any  in  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  history.  Shortage  in  the  matter  of  S.A.A.,  tin  hats,  bayonets 
and  other  equipment  had  been  made  good  by  expeditions  to  the  for¬ 
ward  area  where  such  articles  may  be  had  for  the  picking  up. 

Map  locations  of  craters  blown  on  the  7th  in  the  old  4th,  5th  and 
6th  Brigade  areas  are,  it  has  been  ascertained,  as  follows: 

In  der  Kruisstraat  Cabaret,  Sheet  28  N36a73-a85-b08,  each  80  to 
100  yds.  wide;  Spanbroekmolen,  N30c72,  150  yds.  wide;  Peckham, 
N30a66,  120  yds.  wide  with  smaller  ones  north  and  south;  Maedel- 
stede,  N24c95,  150  yds.  wide  (94,000  lbs.  of  ammonal  used);  Petit 
Bois  double  crater,  N24a97-a99,  250  x  150  yds.;  Hollandschesshuur, 
N18b27-68,  each  100  yds.  wide;  N12d31,  60  yds.  wide. 

30th  June,  1917 

There  was  a  church  parade  on  Sunday.  Remainder  of  the  week 
was  occupied  with  the  usual  training  routine. 

On  Thursday  the  G.O.C.,  Major  General  Burstall,  inspected  the 
Company,  paying  particular  attention  to  mounted  details.  He 
appeared  satisfied  and  complimented  the  O.C.  on  appearance  of  men 
and  horses. 

Due  to  rain  which  has  fallen  on  and  off  every  day  since  Monday, 
crops  have  come  on  wonderfully. 

The  baseball  team  defeated  one  from  the  5th  Field  Company 
early  in  the  week,  the  soccer  eleven,  the  same  evening,  drawing  with 
the  1st  Army  Troops  Company  but  later  losing  to  a  clever  aggrega¬ 
tion  from  the  Canadian  Army  Medical  Corps.  In  a  privately  arranged 
meeting  to  determine  if  the  5th  Field  Company  really  possessed  the 
fastest  bit  of  horseflesh  in  the  Divisional  Engineers  old  Butterfly 
not  only  ran  away  with  the  race  but  with  her  rider  as  well. 

At  the  front,  our  troops  have  been  drawing  steadily  closer  to 
Dens.  The  46th  Division  captured  Reservoir  Hill  on  the  24th. 
Since  then,  the  Canadian  Corps  has  advanced  its  lines  beyond  Eleu 
dit  Leauvette  and  into  the  southern  outskirts  of  Avion. 

7th  July,  1917 

Except  on  Dominion  Day,  which  was  cloudy  and  cool,  the 
countryside  during  the  past  week  has  been  steeped  in  dazzling  sun¬ 
shine  from  dawn  till  dusk ;  and  the  sky  at  night  ablaze  with  stars. 

Orders  were  received  for  relief  of  the  46th  North  Midland  by  the 
2nd  Canadian  Division,  in  front  of  Cite  St.  Pierre,  The  O.C.  with 
Lieutenant  Bull,  on  Sunday  night,  visited  Bully  Grenay,  to  complete 
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arrangements  for  taking  over  from  the  465  Field  Company  R.E. 
In  the  afternoon  they  inspected  advanced  billets  and  work  in  progress. 
Four  reinforcements  reported. 

Next  day  the  Company  marched  at  3.00  p.m.,  via  Servins  and 
Bouvigny,  to  Marqueffles,  where  a  billetting  party  had  arranged 
for  accommodation  in  the  Corons.  Officers  and  O.R.,  however, 
preferred  bivouacs  in  the  open. 

Early  risers  on  the  3rd  witnessed  one  of  those  grim  incidents  of 
war  which  fortunately  are  as  of  rare  occurrence  as  they  are  depressing 
and  no  doubt  necessary.  In  the  half  light  before  dawn  two  deserters, 
blindfolded,  strapped  to  their  seats  and  placarded  with  white  targets 
over  the  heart,  were  shot  by  a  firing  squad  from  their  own  battalion, 
at  the  foot  of  Eorette  Ridge,  opposite  Marqueffles. 

At  9.15  a.m.,  the  march  was  resumed  to  Bully,  where  billets 
were  secured  in  cottages  near  the  Square. 

Except  along  the  eastern  outskirts  of  the  village  French  inhabit¬ 
ants,  in  spite  of  vicious  shelling  to  which  the  place  is  subjected,  remain 
in  occupation  of  their  homes.  From  a  mine  at  the  north  end  coal  is 
still  being  won  but  on  a  reduced  scale,  since  smoke  from  the  boiler 
stack  is  allowed  to  issue  only  at  night.  Officers  took  over  compara¬ 
tively  luxurious  quarters  in  a  mine  manager’s  house.  A  shell  had 
wrecked  one  room  on  the  second  story  and  sandbags  have  been  built 
up  to  protect  the  basement,  where  a  caretaker  lives  with  his  family. 
Otherwise,  building,  furniture,  and  a  walled  fruit  garden  in  rear  remain 
as  the  original  occupants  left  them. 

After  supper,  Sections  2  and  4  marched  to  advanced  billets,  at 
M10d87,  in  Cornet  Trench  near  its  junction  with  Corner.  Lieuten¬ 
ants  Bull  and  Balfour  explored  the  right  and  left  or  Lens  and  Laurent 
Sectors  of  the  area.  The  front  line  in  the  former  runs  from  Eleu,  over 
Reservoir  Hill,  through  the  north  west  corner  of  Cite  du  Moulin  to  the 
railway  500  yds.  east  of  Fosse  9,  and  the  latter  thence,  by  an  irregular 
line,  to  the  east  limits  of  Fosse  12. 

Infantry  of  the  5th  Canadian  Brigade  had  taken  over  from  the 
137th  and  138th  in  front  of  Lens  the  previous  night.  Captain  Weath- 
erbe  with  Sergeant  Ormiston,  Second  Corporal  Hazelden,  Sappers 
Heath,  Tyson  and  Eyes  left  for  the  usual  two  weeks  at  the  First 
Army  Rest  Camp,  Wimereux.  C.S.M.  Rashley  went  on  leave. 

On  the  4th,  2nd  Canadian  Division  Headquarters  closed  at  Bruay 
and  opened  in  Sains  en  Gohelle.  Shoring  up,  barricading  and  bunking 
of  cellars  for  infantry  billets  in  Cite  St.  Pierre  was  put  in  hand  and 
reconnaissance  of  trenches  and  R.E.  dumps  continued.  The  6th 
Canadian  Infantry  Brigade  completed  relief  of  the  139th  in  the  Laur- 
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ent  Sector  with  headquarters  in  Neuf  Keep  200  yds.  north  of  the  road 
between  Fosses  11  de  Bethune  and  16  de  Fens.  During  the  afternoon 
of  the  5th,  Bully  Grenay  was  heavily  strafed  by  the  enemy’s  long 
range  guns;  shells  falling  in  the  Square  and  about  the  officers’  mess. 
About  5.30  p.m.,  a  direct  hit  on  the  orderly  room  partially  wrecked 
the  building,  killed  Sappers  Hoffman,  W.,  and  Grant,  L.  F.,  and  ser¬ 
iously  wounded  Sapper  Johnson  B.S.G.,  in  the  arm  and  feet.  A.- 
C.Q.M.S.  Spriggs  and  Sapper  Gibbs  were  cut  about  the  back  and  head 
with  splinters,  and  Sergeant  Wilton,  Lance  Corporal  Martin,  Sappers 
Wills  and  Spruit,  H.,  admitted  to  hospital,  suffering  from  shell  shock. 
The  place  was  abandoned  and  a  house  near  the  church  taken  over  as 
an  office  the  following  day. 

To-day  Section  1  moved  out  to  Cite  St.  Pierre  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  Nos.  2  and  4  in  strengthening  cellars  and  building  bunks. 
Section  3  started  on  a  similar  programme  of  work  in  Maroc. 

Both  places  being  in  the  battle  area  are,  of  course,  without  civilian 
inhabitants.  They  were  apparently  laid  out  and  built  in  compara¬ 
tively  recent  times  as  model  residential  villages  for  workers  employed 
in  and  about  adjoining  coal  mines.  Houses,  detached  or  semi¬ 
detached,  many  still  in  a  fair  state  of  preservation,  stand  each  in  a 
spacious  garden  lot  well  stocked  with  perennial  flowers  and  small  fruits. 
Four  more  reinforcements  reported  from  the  2nd  Entrenching  Bat¬ 
talion. 

14th  July,  1917 

Barring  showers  before  dawn  and  at  night  on  the  8th,  and  some 
heavy  rain  to-day,  the  weather  has  again  lived  up  to  the  best  traditions 
of  midsummer  in  France.  Sapper  Stone  was  struck  off  strength  to 
Canadian  General  Base  Depot;  and  Corporal  Forbes,  pending 
transfer  to  England  for  his  wings,  to  R.F.C.  Headquarters,  Hesdin. 

Sections  1,  2  and  4  continued  work  in  Cite  St.  Pierre,  the  last 
mentioned,  on  the  9th,  enlarging  Company  dugouts,  and  on  the 
11th,  building  shelters  at  an  R.E.  dump  200  yds.  east  of  the  church. 
Lance  Corporal  Mann  and  Sapper  Jordan  went  to  the  School  of  Mines. 

Yesterday  the  4th  Brigade,  which  had  relieved  the  5th  during  the 
night  of  the  10th,  exchanged  frontages  with  the  6th,  the  latter  becom¬ 
ing  responsible  for  the  Lens  Sector  with  headquarters  in  a  house  250 
yds.  east  of  Lievin  Station.  Reconnaissance  was  made  by  Company 
officers  of  four  new  communication  trenches  in  the  north  half  of  the 
Laurent  Sector. 

Orders  were  received  to-day  for  repair  of  the  tramway  near 
Fosse  11  de  Lens,  and  for  removal  of  German  explosive  stored  north 
east  of  St.  Pierre.  The  Lens  Grenay  standard  gauge  main  line  was 
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In  Artois  :  1.  Bully  Grenay.  2  and  3.  Mont  St.  Eloy.  4.  Sapper  Grant.  L. 
5.  L/Cpl.  Beers,  W.  E.  6.  Corporal  Ritchie,  A.  E.  7.  Sapper  Rajotte,  A.  R 
8.  Sapper  Fisher,  C.  F. 
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inspected  and  its  roadbed  found  to  be  in  surprisingly  good  condition, 
considering  the  track  must  have  been  a  target  for  both  artilleries  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  thirty  odd  months.  Section  3  improved  and  enlarged 
existing  accommodation  for  the  20th  Battalion  in  a  section  of  front 
trench  which  bears  the  suggestive  name  Coffin.  Section  4,  at  the 
same  time,  made  repairs  to  the  Commanding  Officer’s  headquarters, 
an  elaborate  dugout  of  German  construction  having  panelled  walls 
finished  in  white  enamel  and  nickel  plated  fixtures. 

The  present  divisional  frontage  is  unique  in  that  practically 
the  whole  enemy  position,  and  to  a  less  extent  our  own,  is  masked  by 
houses  and  industrial  buildings  only  partially  destroyed. 

The  British  reverse  at  Eombartzyde  on  the  10th,  in  which  the 
Germans  used  their  new  “mustard”  gas  with  results  disastrous  to  the 
1st  and  32nd  Divisions,  is  said  to  have  been  more  serious  than  at 
first  reported. 

21st  July,  1917 

Rain  fell  heavily  on  Sunday.  Divine  Service  was  held  in  the 
orderly  room,  Bully.  C.Q.M.S.  Fletcher  was  notified  that  his  applica¬ 
tion  for  a  commission  in  the  Army  Service  Corps  has  been  approved. 
Work  was  started  on  an  advanced  dressing  station  by  No.  2  Section 
and  has  been  carried  on  throughout  the  week  with  assistance  from  Nos. 
1  and  3. 

Weather  cleared  and  remained  fine  on  the  14th  and  15th.  The 
1st  Canadian  Division  came  in  on  our  left,  relieving  the  6th  Imperial 
Division  in  the  Boos  area.  The  4th  Brigade  shifted  over  to  its  former 
position  opposite  Bens;  the  Baurent  Sector  being  occupied  by  the  5th, 
which  extended  its  left  flank  next  day  to  a  point  300  yds.  west  of  the 
Dynamite  Magazine.  The  6th  moved  back  to  Bully. 

Section  3  started  repairing  and  extending  the  light  railway  in 
Cite  St.  Pierre,  all  sections  in  the  forward  area  becoming  jointly  res¬ 
ponsible  for  prosecution  of  the  work.  No.  4  Section  went  back 
to  Marqueffles  and  commenced  marking  out  with  flags  a  replica 
of  the  enemy’s  trench  system  opposite  the  2nd  Canadian  Division 
front. 

The  18th  was  showery.  Bieutenant  Adam  proceeded  on  leave 
and  Sergeant  Armstrong  with  Bance  Corporal  Clark,  C.  H.,  and 
Sapper  Wills  to  First  Army  Rest  Camp,  which  is  coming  to  be  regarded 
as  the  next  best  thing.  It  is  delightfully  situated  on  high  chalk 
downs  overlooking  the  channel,  midway  between  the  tiny  villages 
Ambleteuse  and  Audresselles.  Officers  and  men  sleep  under  canvas. 
Except  for  daily  muster  parades  and  a  few  camp  fatigues,  there  are  no 
duties.  At  10.00  a.m.,  practically  all  ranks  to  the  number  of  600, 
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more  or  less,  go  for  a  swim.  Sports  and  such  diversions  as  Wimereux 
and  the  countryside  afford,  fill  the  afternoon. 

More  rain  fell  on  the  19th.  There  was  no  moon  and  night 
shifts  on  the  light  railway  could  only  see  to  work  by  grace  of  the 
enemy’s  flares. 

Yesterday  and  to-day  have  been  fine  and  warm.  Eieutenant 
D.  J.  Emrey  M.M.,  formerly  of  Section  1  and  later  with  the  3rd 
Canadian  Engineers  was  posted  back  to  the  Company  on  being 
granted  a  commission.  Section  3  started  cutting  an  entrance  into  a 
cellar  and  shoring  up  the  ceiling  for  use  as  a  regimental  aid  post. 
Officers  at  rear  billets  laid  out  a  tennis  court  in  the  mine  yard. 

28th  July,  1917 

Sections  2  and  3  in  forward  billets  carried  on  construction  of 
advanced  dressing  station  besides  extending  and  keeping  in  repair  the 
light  railway  through  St.  Pierre. 

One  hundred  infantry,  25  from  each  battalion  of  the  6th  Brigade, 
were,  on  the  22nd,  attached  to  the  Company  for  work,  rations  and 
discipline.  In  the  small  hours  of  the  night  a  bombardment  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  usual  fireworks  started  away  on  our  right  where  the 
16th  Battalion  raided  Fosse  4  east  of  Avion  and  captured  fifty 
prisoners. 

The  6th  Brigade  took  over  the  whole  divisional  front  on  the  23rd, 
the  other  two  moving  back  to  Fosse  10.  More  6-inch  howitzers  in 
the  eastern  section  of  Bully  started  registering.  Section  3  came  in  at 
night,  being  relieved  next  day  by  Section  1  which,  in  addition  to  pro¬ 
viding  shifts  on  the  light  railway,  continued  reinforcing  roofs  of  cellars. 
That  occupied  by  Battalion  headquarters  was  partitioned  off  by  con¬ 
struction  of  three  brick  walls  and  protected  above  ground  by  a  breast¬ 
work. 

Relief  from  heat  which  had  become  oppressive  was  afforded  by 
a  severe  thunderstorm  accompanied  by  drenching  rain  on  the  25th. 
Since  then  the  weather  has  been  clear  and  fine. 

Section  3  having  gone  out  to  Marqueffles  yesterday  to  relieve 
Section  4  on  flagging  of  trenches,  the  latter  last  night  replaced  Section 
2  in  St.  Pierre.  Section  1,  during  the  past  two  days,  has  had  parties 
at  work  widening  and  deepening  two  trenches — Cossack,  which  runs 
back  from  the  old  German  front  line  for  one  and  a  half  miles  through 
the  centre  of  Cite  St.  Pierre,  and  College,  into  the  north  end  of  which 
it  debouches,  and  which  lies  adjacent  to  the  railway  paralleling  rows 
of  buildings  abutting  on  the  south  west  side  of  the  Lens-Bethune 
Road. 
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Sappers  McAskill,  Warrender  and  Motley  have  proceeded  tot  he 
School  of  Mines.  In  preparation  for  forthcoming  operations  the  4th 
Canadian  Division  took  over  the  Lens  Sector  to-day,  leaving  the  2nd 
with  only  half  its  original  frontage. 

Retaliation  for  our  destructive  gun  fire  is  becoming  more  pro¬ 
nounced.  This  is  particularly  the  case  after  dark  when  our  transport 
drivers  and  workers  on  light  railway  have  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  hostile 
attempts  to  block  traffic. 

Tonight,  a  crescent  moon  is  casting  its  spell  over  all  these  hopeless 
mining  towns  blotting  out  unlovely  details  and  disclosing  with  meagre 
pencilling  unsuspected  beauty  of  line  and  group  about  their  slag  heaps 
and  wrecked  pit  heads. 

Three  reinforcements  reported  during  the  week. 

4th  August,  1917 

Three  years  ago  to-day  the  war  began.  It  nearly  ended  a  week 
ago  for  at  least  one  member  of  the  Company  when  No.  1  Section’s 
shift  on  the  railway  had  two  casualties,  Lance  Corporal  Mann  receiv¬ 
ing  an  ugly  wound  in  the  right  eye  which  may  cost  him  his  sight,  and 
Sapper  Riddell  earning  a  second  “blighty”  at  the  same  time  from  a 
shell  fragment  in  the  left  leg.  The  remainder  early  this  week  dug  a 
passageway  from  Cossack  Trench  into  the  new  dressing  station,  be¬ 
sides,  with  No.  4  Section,  reinforcing  additional  cellars  and  extending 
the  Decauville  track  beyond  St.  Pierre  School. 

Following  a  drizzling  rain  on  Sunday,  July  came  to  an  end  with 
two  days  of  warm  sunshine.  Bully  was  the  target  for  a  concentrated 
shoot  by  the  enemy’s  heavies.  One  shell  wounded  three  privates  of 
the  31st  Battalion  attached  to  the  Company.  A  second,  of  large 
calibre,  completely  wrecked  a  house  occupied  by  a  section  of  the  4th 
Field  Company  most  of  whom  became  casualties.  Others  fell  in  the 
enclosure  near  the  town’s  eastern  limits  where  the  Company’s  horses 
were  stabled.  Several  animals  received  scratches  which  required 
veterinary  treatment  while  one  heavy  draft  mare,  by  stopping  a  big 
splinter  which  ended  her  earthly  troubles,  became  responsible  for 
the  continued  existence  of  her  driver,  who  was  standing  close  by  under 
her  lee.  Corporal  Hart,  Sapper  Young,  J.,  Sapper  Ponting  and  Driver 
Duncan  were  detailed  to  proceed  to  the  First  Army  Rest  Camp. 

August  1st  was  overcast.  Rain  began  falling  heavily  in  the 
afternoon  and  has  continued  night  and  day,  with  few  intermissions, 
up  to  the  present.  Operations  which  were  to  have  been  undertaken 
in  conjunction  with  others  by  the  Fifth  Army  were  postponed. 

Section  4,  on  the  2nd,  completed  the  dressing  station  alongside 


THE  RHINE  AND  BACK 


259 


Osier  Dump  and  reinforced  a  cellar  of  the  adjacent  house,  on  the 
north  side  of  St.  Pierre  Square  opposite  the  south-west  corner  of  Fosse 
11  de  Lens. 

Yesterday  its  men  started  excavating  for  a  beehive  shelter  at 
advanced  Company  billets,  and  to-day,  in  addition  to  unloading 
2,000  coils  of  barbed  wire,  began  erection  of  gas  doors  at  all  occupied 
billets  not  already  equipped  therewith. 

Section  1  during  the  same  period  extended  the  light  railway 
along  the  standard  gauge  roadbed  to  within  200  yds.  of  Puits  12  bis. 
Section  3  had  three  men  on  the  flags  at  Marqueffles. 

Sections  in  rear  have  been  assisting  drivers  in  fixing  up  new  horse 
lines  near  Corons  d’Aix.  The  4th  Brigade  is  moving  up  to  relieve  the 
6th  in  the  forward  area. 

London  papers  are  full  of  the  latest  push  in  front  of  Ypres  which 
began  on  July  31st  and  has  carried  our  line  forward  so  that  it  now 
includes  Stirling  Castle,  Hooge,  Eksternest,  Velorenhoek,  Frezenberg, 
outskirts  of  St.  Julien,  Pilckem  and  Bixschoote.  Prisoners  exceed 
6,000. 

11th  August,  1917 

More  rain  fell  on  the  5th.  Divine  Service  was  held  at  9.00  a.m. 
in  Bully  Grenay.  Sergeant  Stewart  N.G.,  left  for  England  and  a 
commission  in  the  R.E.  In  the  afternoon,  Lieutenant  Adam  with 
No.  3  Section  replaced  No.  1  in  advanced  billets.  After  dark  his 
party  carried  the  track  forward  to  the  north  limits  of  Puits  12  bis. 
At  midnight  it  was  shelled  off  the  work.  Section  4,  under  Lieutenant 
Balfour,  continued  excavation  for  steel  shelter  and  installation  of 
gas  doors. 

The  sun  shone  at  intervals  on  the  6th.  A  poll  of  those  eligible 
to  vote  in  Alberta  elections  was  held  by  the  C.R.E.  at  Company 
headquarters. 

The  4th  Brigade  staff,  on  the  7th,  moved  into  a  cellar  two  doors 
north  of  the  Square  in  Cite  St.  Pierre.  Weather  remained  clear  but 
clouded  up  and  became  showery  on  the  8th.  Two  reinforcements 
reported. 

The  9th  was  cool  and  cloudy.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  scattered 
shelling  up  front.  The  60  c.m.  track,  which  is  to  be  used  for  transport 
of  wounded  and  materials  on  push  cars,  having  been  extended  as  far 
as  possible  under  existing  conditions,  No.  3  Section  confined  its 
efforts  to  repairing  breaks  in  the  line  caused  by  the  enemy’s  systematic 
destructive  fire.  Lance  Corporal  Clarke  of  Section  4  was  wounded 
in  the  back  by  shrapnel.  The  6th  Brigade  during  the  night  again  took 
over  the  divisional  front.  The  5th,  which  has  not  been  in  the  line 
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since  July  23rd,  is  still  at  Fosse  10,  training  and  going  over 
the  tapes. 

Visibility  improved  yesterday.  Lieutenant  Weldon  with  No.  1 
Section  and  a  Canadian  Army  Medical  Corps  work  party  started 
construction  of  an  additional  dressing  station  at  Fosse  11  de  Bethune. 
The  first  shift  began  clearing  the  site  after  dark.  About  10.00  p.m., 
Maroc  and  St.  Pierre  were  violently  bombarded  with  H.E.  and  gas. 
This  interfered  with  progress  by  all  three  sections.  Lance  Corporal 
Burke  E.  and  Driver  Ploffman,  A.,  spent  some  hectic  minutes  trying 
to  get  through  the  enemy’s  barrage  with  a  ration  cart.  Two  hundred 
yds.  east  of  the  wrater  tower  opposite  Fosse  16,  they  found  the  road 
blocked  by  a  lorry  which  had  been  hit  and  abandoned.  An  attempt 
to  turn  about  and  proceed  by  the  lower  road  was  frustrated  by  the 
arrival  in  quick  succession  of  some  4.1’s.  Their  explosion  caused  a 
general  mix-up  which  resulted  in  a  broken  pole  and  axle.  Both  men 
kept  their  heads  and  attempted  to  steady  the  terrified  horses.  Lashed 
however,  by  fragments  of  a  third  shell  which  burst  just  in  rear  of 
Hoffman’s  team  as  he  was  trying  to  untangle  the  wreckage,  the  animals 
stampeded.  Hoffman  himself,  who  somehow  remained  unwounded, 
managed  to  hang  on  until  dragged  into  a  mass  of  twisted  wire  near 
the  old  German  front  line.  He  and  Burke  then,  after  making  their 
way  on  foot  to  advanced  billets  and  warning  cooks  where  their  rations 
had  been  left,  spent  the  remainder  of  last  night  searching  for  the  lost 
team.  Both  animals  were  found  this  morning  in  the  27th  Battalion 
lines,  but  one  poor  beast  was  so  badly  wounded  it  had  to  be  destroyed. 

To-day  has  been  brilliantly  fine.  Section  3  detailed  some  men 
to  improve  accommodation  in  Neuf  Keep  dugouts.  Section  2  relieved 
Section  4  at  advanced  billets.  British  troops  have  captured  West- 
hoek. 

There  has  been  a  noticeable  recovery  in  our  air  service  since 
fighting  squadrons  have  been  reinforced  with  Spads,  Camels  and  the 
new  Sopwith  Pup. 

Recently,  the  enemy  has  been  searching  at  night,  with  2S  c.m. 
shells,  for  a  big  piece  of  British  ordnance  of  the  grandmother  type 
which  sits  and  occasionally  fires  from  behind  the  high  railway  bank 
four  hundred  yds.  in  rear  of  the  officers’  mess.  Possibly  neither  the 
Theory  of  Probabilities  nor  the  excellent  marksmanship  displayed 
justify  fear  lest  one  of  the  huge  projectiles  fall  short  to  precisely  that 
extent.  Pure  mathematics  and  faith  in  a  hostile  gun  layer  six  miles 
away,  however,  provide  scant  comfort  to  sleepers  awakened  by  the 
screaming  approach  of  these  monstrous  shells  and  the  outrageous 
shock  of  their  explosions. 
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18th  August,  1917 

A  touch  of  flame  in  the  sky  at  sunrise  on  the  12th  was  followed  by 
rain.  The  second  in  command  proceeded  to  the  First  Army  School, 
Hardelot,  for  a  five  weeks’  course.  Maroc  was  again  heavily  shelled. 
Sections  1,  2  and  3  worked  hard  to  complete  tasks  in  preparation  for 
the  forthcoming  show. 

The  13th  was  fine.  No.  2  Section  built  a  coffee  stall  for  the 
Y.M.C.A.  Operation  orders  were  received  directing  the  1st  and  2nd 
Canadian  Divisions  to  take  Hill  70  and  Cite  St.  Laurent,  and  the  4th 
to  co-operate  by  closing  in  on  Lens  between  the  roads  to  Arras  and 
Bethune.  The  6th  Field  Company  was  detailed  to  push  forward 
the  light  railway  and  to  open  up  a  road  from  the  southern  divisional 
boundary  through  Cite  St.  Edouard;  both  to  extend  as  far  as  the  La 
Bassee  highway.  The  first  of  these  tasks  was  allotted  to  Lieutenant 
Adam  with  Section  3  and  the  28th  Battalion  P.W.P.,  and  the  second  to 
Lieutenant  Bull  with  Section  2  and  the  29th  Battalion  P.W.P.  Dis¬ 
cretion  was  left  with  the  engineer  officer,  in  each  case,  as  to  when  the 
parties  should  go  forward,  after  receipt  of  authority  from  5th  Brigade 
Headquarters. 

During  the  early  hours  of  the  14th,  the  4th  and  5th  Brigades 
took  over  the  divisional  front  on  the  right  and  left,  respectively,  of 
a  house  150  yds.  south-east  of  St.  Edouard  Church.  The  6th  moved 
back  into  reserve  with  headquarters  in  Neuf  Keep,  improvements 
to  which  were  completed  by  Section  3.  Section  1  during  the  day 
finished  up  Fosse  11  de  Bethune  dressing  station.  Rain  commenced 
to  fall  at  sundown.  Our  heavies  shelled  Lens. 

The  15th  opened  with  sunshine  but  later  the  sky  clouded  up 
and  more  rain  fell.  At  4.30  a.m.,  by  the  half  light  before  dawn, 
every  gun  on  the  Corps  front  joined  in  the  opening  bombardment. 
Owing  to  limited  objective  concentration  of  fire  is  said  to  have  been 
more  intense  than  on  the  Somme  or  at  Vimy.  Besides  our  own  5th 
and  6th  Artillery  Brigades,  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  was  supported 
by  two  from  the  Imperials  and  the  15th  and  20th  Heavy  Groups. 
Attacking  battalions,  in  the  first  instance,  were  the  18th,  21st,  20th, 
25th  and  22nd  with  the  24th  and  26th  in  support  and  2nd  Brigade 
on  the  north.  Everywhere  our  first  objective  was  reached  without  a 
check.  By  6.00  a.m.,  leading  companies  had  captured  Commotion 
and  parts  of  Chicory  Trenches,  while  the  1st  Division  was  storming 
Nun’s  Alley.  Later  patrols  got  into  Cinnabar.  Shelling  then  be¬ 
came  severe  over  the  whole  forward  area  and  the  enemy  made  persis¬ 
tent  efforts  to  recover  the  ground  he  had  lost.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
he  reached  Chicory  but  was  ejected  by  18th  Battalion  bombers. 
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The  net  result  of  that  day’s  fighting  was  the  capture  of  all  of  our 
preliminary  objectives  though  a  quarry  on  the  1st  Division  front 
had  to  be  relinquished.  On  our  right  the  4th  seized  and  consolidated 
Aconite,  but  was  unable  to  maintain  its  hold  on  Alpaca  and  the 
Green  Crassier  which  were  overrun  in  the  first  rush. 

In  the  meantime,  work  parties  under  Sections  2  and  3,  having 
assembled  at  zero,  started  forward  about  7.00  a.m.  Investigation 
having  disclosed  the  whole  terrain  as  being  still  under  direct  observa¬ 
tion  and  swept  by  hostile  fire,  those  in  charge  reported  little  in  the 
way  of  road  repair  or  railway  construction  could  be  accomplished  by 
daylight,  other  than  reconnaissance.  This  was  carried  out;  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Adam  exploring  a  line  for  the  new  track  and  Lieutenant  Bull 
deciding  on  the  route  to  be  followed  by  vehicular  traffic.  Other  ranks 
were  kept  busy  repairing  breaks  along  the  existing  tramway. 

There  was  a  violent  flare  up  on  our  left  about  6.00  p.m.  After 
dark  Sections  1  and  4  moved  forward  and  started  work  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  attached  infantry;  Section  1  grading  200  yds.  of  road¬ 
bed  and  Section  4  clearing  a  stretch  of  street  leading  from  the  Bethune 
Road  to  St.  Edouard  Church  which  had  been  completely  blocked  by 
debris  from  fallen  buildings.  At  9,  in  response  to  wild  S.O.S.  signals 
sent  up  all  across  the  front,  the  bombardment  broke  out  afresh. 
Apparently  it  was  due  to  a  counter  attack  pressed  with  great  deter¬ 
mination,  but  little  success,  against  the  5th  Brigade.  After  going 
all  out  for  half  an  hour  guns  slackened  off  to  slow  fire  and  the  balance 
of  the  night  was  comparatively  calm. 

The  16th  was  fine.  Section  3  worked  on  track  maintenance  and 
forwarded  wire  to  end  of  steel.  For  an  hour  during  the  afternoon  there 
was  violent  gunfire  directed  chiefly  against  trenches  on  our  immediate 
left,  where  2nd  Brigade  troops  improved  their  position  in  front  of  the 
Quarry  and  bagged  another  lot  of  prisoners.  Counter  attacks 
developed,  but  by  sundown  the  situation  had  become  quiet.  Having 
been  ordered  to  wire  the  Blue  Line,  south  of  Control,  Lieutenant 
Bull  went  forward  to  reconnoitre  the  ground  and  lay  out  work.  A 
party  of  infantry  detailed  to  carry  up  material  was  so  late  in  reporting 
and  getting  started  that  midnight  had  passed  before  it  left  the  dump. 
Shortly  afterwards  a  hostile  barrage  was  laid  down;  rockets  went  up 
from  our  front  line;  crumps  began  bursting  all  over  the  lot;  18  pounder 
shells  whined  overhead  and  bullets  filled  the  air  with  whispered  menace. 
The  carrying  party  which  was  under  its  own  officer  lost  touch  with  its 
guides,  Sergeant  Winning  and  seven  sappers  of  No.  2  Section,  so  that 
on  arrival  at  Cowley  Trench  in  Cite  Ste.  Emilie  the  latter  found  they 
had  no  following. 
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Yesterday  the  enemy  shelled  Sains  en  Gohelle  where  2nd  Divis¬ 
ional  Headquarters  is  located  with  one  of  his  long  range  guns.  A 
warm  sun  shone  all  day.  Section  3  patrolled  the  tramline  and  pushed 
up  more  wire  to  the  forward  dump.  A  hostile  plane  crashed  near 
Mont  Foret,  pilot  and  observer  being  captured.  Sporadic  attacks 
and  counter  attacks  developed  along  the  Corps  front  in  the  late  after¬ 
noon  and  at  intervals  after  dark,  chiefly  in  front  of  Cite  St.  Theodore. 
Here  the  4th  Canadian  Division  found  its  position  untenable  in 
Aloof.  The  19th  Battalion,  consequently,  had  to  withdraw  from  posts 
in  Colza  and  Amulet.  Lieutenant  Bull  taped  out  alignment  for  wiring 
the  Blue  Line,  while  his  section,  with  twenty  attached  infantry, 
carried  up  material.  Before  this  could  be  strung  out  the  party  was 
dispersed  by  gunfire  which  broke  out  again  an  hour  or  two  before 
dawn  with  tremendous  violence.  Under  its  cover  the  enemy  appears 
to  have  pushed  in  our  front  and  occupied  Chicory,  between  Combat 
and  Conductor,  until  driven  out  by  bombers  of  the  21st  Battalion. 
While  the  bombardment  was  at  its  height,  a  dump  of  cordite  caught 
fire,  flames  leaping  to  a  great  height  and  lighting  the  whole  forward 
area  with  momentary  glare. 

To-day,  as  a  result  of  hostile  counter  battery  fire  overnight, 
the  forward  area,  particularly  dead  ground  between  Fosse  16  and 
the  Double  Crassier,  reeks  with  chlorine  and  tear  gas.  Showers 
began  falling  after  lunch.  No.  4  Section  is  supervising  construction 
of  horse  standings  near  Fosse  10.  No.  3  has  come  back  to  rest. 
Nos.  1  and  2  have  been  detailed  to  clear  a  roadway  around  the  north 
side  of  Church  Square  in  St.  Edouard. 

Tonight  the  enemy  is  pitching  over  more  lachrymatory  shells. 
The  6th  Brigade  is  moving  up  to  relieve  the  4th  in  Commotion  and  the 
posts  in  front,  from  the  Bethune  Road  to  the  right  flank  of  the  5th 
which  is  still  holding  Nun’s  Alley  as  far  north  as  Nestor. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  front  of  Ypres  by  the  capture 
of  Langemarck  and  the  villages,  Drie  Grachten  and  Wijdendrift, 
together  with  numerous  pill  boxes. 

25th  August,  1917 

Preparations  for  continuing  operations  against  Lens,  begun  on  the 
15th,  were  put  in  hand  over  the  week  end.  Sections  1  and  2,  in  the 
forward  area,  pushed  up  more  wire  and  worked  on  extension  of  road 
and  tramway.  Section  4  moved  back  to  Fosse  10,  and  continued  im¬ 
provements  to  Brigade  horse  standings.  Padre  Ketterson  held  a 
service  in  Bully  at  2.00  p.m. 

Operation  orders  were  received  on  the  20th.  They  provided  for 
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an  attack  by  the  10th  Brigade  with  the  idea  of  capturing  Alpaca  and 
all  enemy  works  to  a  depth  of  300  yds.  in  front  of  Aloof  up  to  the 
divisional  boundary;  and  by  the  6th,  having  for  objective  the  line 
Cinnabar-Nuns  Alley  to  Commotion. 

Section  1  was  ordered  to  assist  in  consolidating  by  construction 
of  a  strong  point  just  beyond  the  enemy’s  existing  front  line,  half 
way  between  Combat  and  Conductor.  Infantry  attached  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  from  the  31st  Battalion  were  sent  up  to  assist  with  the  work, 
relieving  a  detachment  from  the  28th.  There  was  some  activity  on 
our  right,  but  no  fighting  on  the  2nd  Divisional  front. 

The  show  on  the  21st  got  off  to  a  bad  start.  Zero  was  at  4.35  a.m. 
The  6th  Brigade  attacked  with  the  27th  Battalion  on  the  right  and  the 
29th  on  the  left.  Whether  or  not  the  enemy  had  information  regard¬ 
ing  our  plans  he  put  down  his  protective  barrage  before  our  own  started. 
When  our  men,  or  what  was  left  of  them,  got  across  No  Man’s  Land, 
moreover,  they  were  met  by  storm  troops  of  the  5th  Prussian  Grenadier 
Guards  advancing  to  meet  them.  Grim  hand  to  hand  fighting  resulted 
in  heavy  losses  on  both  sides.  On  the  right  flank  there  was  danger 
of  the  attack  collapsing,  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  call  on  the  28th 
Battalion,  which  was  in  support,  to  restore  the  situation.  By  noon 
survivors  of  the  27th  were  reported  in  possession  of  most  of  their 
objectives,  but  there  remained  a  gap  in  Cinnabar  between  the  29th’s 
right  and  left  companies,  while  the  50th,  to  the  south,  had  fallen  back. 
From  then  on  inability  of  the  attenuated  garrison  to  hold,  with  an 
exposed  flank,  ground  won  against  continued  assaults  by  enemy  rein¬ 
forcement,  became  increasingly  apparent.  Late  in  the  day,  in  fact, 
most  of  our  wounded  were  back  in  Chicory,  where  their  comrades 
had  to  repulse  a  final  counter-attack  before  being  relieved. 

No.  1  Section  reported  to  Brigade  and  stood  to  all  day  but  was 
not  called  on.  No.  2  patrolled  and  kept  repairing  the  tramline,  which 
was  operated  to  capacity  removing  wounded.  Both  sides,  at  night, 
remained  quiet  but  alert. 

On  the  22nd,  infantry  attached  to  the  Company  reported  back 
to  their  units.  The  7th  Brigade  took  over  our  left  subsector.  Sappers 
continued  working  until  completion  of  tasks  and  then  returned  to 
Bully  Grenay. 

At  6.00  a.m.,  on  the  23rd  the  3rd  Canadian  Division  completed 
relief  of  the  2nd,  the  G.O.C.  moving  from  Bouvigny  to  Camblain 
l’Abbe.  At  9,  Company  Headquarters  with  Section  1,  2  and  3 
marched  via  Fosse  10,  back  to  Masinil  Bouche  which  was  reached 
about  noon.  Transport,  to  avoid  being  shelled,  proceeded  by  way 
of  Aix  Noulette.  Section  4  and  details  remained  behind  long  enough 
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to  hand  over  work  and  billets  to  the  9th  Field  Company  which  arrived 
in  Bully  at  10.00  a.m. 

During  the  day  the  4th  Canadian  Division  captured  the  Green 
Crassier  and  Fosse  St.  Louis  but  were  forced  to  relinquish  both. 
Alpaca,  however,  remained  in  its  hands.  Weather,  which  had 
remained  fine  and  bright  all  through  the  early  part  of  the  week, 
clouded  up  and  became  cool. 

Yesterday,  which  was  showery,  was  taken  up  with  kit  inspection. 
To-day  strong  winds  have  been  blowing  from  the  south  west.  There 
were  bathing  parades  at  Camblain  l’Abbe  in  the  morning  and  a  pay 
parade  in  the  afternoon. 

Casualties  in  the  Corps  since  the  recent  offensive  started  are 
said  to  total  10,000.  During  the  same  period  we  captured  some  1,400 
prisoners,  seized  and  consolidated  Hill  70,  and  advanced  our  lines 
closer  to  Lens. 

The  almost  unprecedented  opposition  experienced  by  the  6th 
Brigade  seems  now  to  have  been  due  to  an  extraordinary  coincidence, 
whereby  the  enemy  apparently  selected  the  same  zero  hour  and  locality 
for  his  attack  as  those  determined  on  by  our  own  staff. 

Since  the  22nd  when  the  Fifth  Army  seized  part  of  Inverness 
Copse,  there  has  been  a  lull  in  the  Ypres  fighting.  Recovery  of  all 
ground  lost  at  Verdun  in  1916  is  claimed  in  French  reports.  The 
Italian  push  which  began  on  the  19th  has  resulted  in  a  round  up  of 
20,000  Austrians. 

1st  September,  1917 

Lowering  clouds  produced  rain  shortly  after  noon.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief,  Sir  Douglas  Haig,  visited  Camblain  l’Abbe  under 
similar  weather  conditions  next  day.  Dismounted  sections  of  the 
Company  lined  a  portion  of  the  road. 

A  route  march  to  Fresnicourt  was  carried  out  on  the  morning 
of  the  28th  and  training  in  rapid  wiring  during  the  afternoon.  Rain 
held  off  and  the  sun  made  a  brief  appearance.  Since  then  the  weather 
has  been  alternately  fine  and  showery.  Indoor  instruction  in  use  of 
explosives  and  map  reading  was  given  by  section  commanders,  and 
advantage  taken  of  clear  intervals  for  drill  and  sports. 

This  morning,  Major  Ellis  in  company  with  the  C.R.E.  and  the 
G.S.O.  2,  inspected  Machine  Gun  Fort,  a  large  two-storey  dugout 
with  seven  entrances,  opening  off  a  sunken  portion  of  the  Targe tte 
Givenchy  Road,  700  yds.  due  west  of  Commons  Crater.  The  upper 
storey,  which  has  20  ft.  of  cover,  consists  of  a  long  gallery  parallel  to 
the  road,  and  two  small  chambers.  Running  at  right  angles  to 
this  and  connected  to  it  by  a  stairway  is  a  second  passage  giving  access 
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at  a  lower  level  to  seven  or  eight  fair  sized  rooms.  The  work  was  put 
in  hand  and  completed  early  in  the  year  by  sappers  and  miners  with  the 
3rd  Canadian  Division  when  the  place  was  within  range  of  hostile 
trench  mortar  fire.  Having  served  its  purpose  as  a  battalion  battle 
headquarters,  it  is  now  proposed  to  make  it  suitable  for  everyday  use 
as  an  advanced  divisional  headquarters  by  the  erection  of  a  row  of 
shelters  for  living  quarters  above  ground  in  the  sunken  road  and  con¬ 
version  of  the  space  below  into  offices. 

8th  September,  1917 

Ragged  clouds  in  flight  before  a  stiff  breeze  obscured  the  sun  on 
the  2nd.  Showers  followed.  There  was  a  church  parade  at  11.15. 
Lieutenants  Emrey  and  Balfour  with  some  N.C.O’s.,  made  a  survey 
of  Machine  Gun  Fort.  Lieutenant  Bull  proceeded  to  Corps  School. 

The  3rd  was  unsettled.  Sections  carried  on  with  fatigues  and 
instructional  drill.  Lieutenant  Adam,  who  has  been  detailed  to 
lay  out  dummy  trenches  in  connection  with  further  operations  against 
Lens,  spent  the  day,  which  was  warm  and  sunny,  reconnoitring  ground 
behind  Berthonval  Farm  and  selecting  a  site  for  his  camp.  His  men 
moved  up  next  day,  establishing  themselves  alongside  an  old  road 
behind  Fort  George  and  starting  manufacture  of  flags.  Section  4 
under  Lieutenant  Balfour  began  clearing  rubbish  out  of  Machine 
Gun  Fort  dugouts.  Lieutenant  Emrey,  on  instructions  to  lay  out 
and  construct  a  new  divisional  dressing  station  in  Souchez,  100  yds. 
west  of  the  main  road  opposite  the  branch  to  Angres,  surveyed  the  site. 

Weather  turned  sultry,  with  ominous  clouds  gathering  during 
the  afternoon  of  the  6th.  These  culminated  in  a  thunderstorm  at 
night.  Five  sappers  reported  to  the  Company  as  reinforcements  and 
a  platoon  of  the  26th  for  work  with  Section  4. 

Yesterday  Section  1  moved  to  Villers  au  Bois  to  supervise  con¬ 
struction  of  horse  standings  for  units  of  the  4th  Brigade.  Lieutenant 
Miall  selected  sites  for  the  work  which  was  started  to-day  by  a  work 
party  of  60  O.R.  Lieutenant  Emrey  has  30  C.A.M.C.  privates  grad¬ 
ing  approaches  to  his  dressing  station;  and  Lieutenant  Balfour  112 
men  working  in  two  shifts  at  Machine  Gun  Fort.  Lieutenant  Adam 
has  laid  out  his  main  triangulation  system  and,  with  his  N.C.O’s.,  is 
cutting  in  trench  lines  by  plane  table.  Only  Section  2,  Headquarters 
and  drivers  remain  at  Maisnil  Bouche.  Both  yesterday  and  to-day 
early  mists  gave  place  later  to  bright  sunshine. 

15th  September,  1917 

The  first  three  days  of  the  week  slipped  by  with  no  change  in 
weather.  At  dawn,  horses  filed  off  to  water  through  cool  mists. 
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After  breakfast,  sections  went  about  their  varied  tasks  under  a  cobalt 
sky.  Parties  erecting  permanent  stabling  for  four  battalions  at  Villers 
au  Bois  and  preparing  ground  for  hospital  huts  in  Souchez  made  good 
progress  despite  the  soporific  effects  of  the  heat  at  noon.  Shadows 
from  occasional  clouds  chased  each  other  lazily  across  three  year  old 
fallow  behind  Berthonval  Farm  where  the  soil  is  beginning  to  blossom 
with  many  coloured  flags  representing  trenches,  roads  and  railways 
in  that  portion  of  the  enemy’s  line  earmarked  as  the  objective  for 
our  next  show.  North  of  Neuville  St.  Vaast  Lieutenant  Balfour 
and  his  men,  with  a  detachment  from  the  31st  Battalion,  assembled 
shelters  in  the  Sunken  Road,  changing  shifts  as  the  sun  sank  behind 
a  curtain  of  amber  haze.  In  the  warm  afterglow  transport  wagons 
set  out  on  their  nightly  round  with  rations  and  material,  returning 
before  the  attenuated  slip  of  a  harvest  moon  in  its  last  phase  rose 
about  midnight. 

The  13th  ushered  in  a  period  of  wind  and  rain.  Six  reinforce¬ 
ments  arrived.  Next  day  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  took  over  from 
the  3rd  a  portion  of  the  latter’s  front  from  opposite  Mericonrt  to 
Avion.  For  purposes  of  work,  the  new  sector  has  been  divided  into 
three  areas:  Forward,  intermediate  and  rear,  allotted  in  rotation 
respectively  to  the  4th,  5th  and  6th  Field  Companies,  with  pros¬ 
pective  reliefs  on  22nd  September  and  10th  October. 

To-day  the  weather  cleared  again.  Section  2  moved  up  to  a 
site  which  has  been  selected  for  the  Company’s  new  headquarters 
camp  on  the  Neuville  St.  Vaast-Carency  Road,  400  yds.  west  of  the 
main  Arras-Bethune  highway,  and  started  erecting  a  couple  of  Nissen 
Huts.  The  C.R.F.  moved  to  Camblain  l’Abbe.  Section  4  has  eight 
steel  shelters  assembled,  covered  with  sandbags  and  partially  sodded 
over. 

One  year  ago  this  morning  Section  1  and  3  went  over  the  bags  at 
Courcelette;  two  years  ago  tonight  the  Company  left  Otterpool  for 
France. 

22nd  September,  1917 

The  First  Army  School  from  which  the  skipper  returned  on  the 
16th,  occupies  a  wooded  park  some  eight  miles  south  of  Boulogne. 
One  boundary  adjoins  a  sandy  plage  facing  the  Channel.  Mess, 
offices  and  lecture  rooms  of  the  usual  army  hut  type  cluster  about  a 
a  13th  century  castle  which  is  used  as  a  dormitory.  The  school  is 
attended  by  some  hundred  officers  and  as  many  N.C.O’s.,  drawn  from 
representative  units  of  all  divisions  of  the  First  Army,  to  whom  in¬ 
struction  is  given  in  the  latest  tactical  theories  regarding  offensive 
warfare,  and  who  take  part  in  practical  demonstrations  illustrating 
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their  application.  The  course  lasts  five  weeks,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  a  new  lot  of  embryo  generals  take  the  places  of  those  who  have 
graduated. 

The  2nd  Canadian  Division  front  having  been  extended  to  include 
the  eastern  part  of  Avion,  Section  3  started  making  corresponding 
additions  to  its  system  of  dummy  trenches.  Notification  was  re¬ 
ceived  that  an  R.E.  Park,  to  be  known  as  Victoria  Dump,  had  been 
established  behind  the  railway  embankment  200  yds.  south  of  Bois 
de  la  Chaudiere. 

Clear  sky  was  succeeded  by  sprinklings  of  rain  at  night,  and  in 
and  out  appearances  of  the  sun  on  the  17th.  Transport  and  other 
details  left  at  Maisnil  Bouche  moved  to  la  Targette.  A  detachment 
from  Section  1  erected  a  mess  hut  for  the  C.R.E.  at  Camblain  l’Abbe. 
Award  of  the  Military  Medal  to  Lance  Corporal  Burke,  E-,  and  Driver 
Hoffman  appeared  in  orders. 

Except  for  a  light  drizzle  on  the  18th,  weather  remained  fine 
until  the  night  of  the  19th  when  it  poured.  Lieutenant  Bull  returned 
from  leave. 

Section  1  having  completed  horse  standings  for  all  units  of  the 
4th  Brigade,  rejoined  Company  Headquarters  on  the  20th  and  started 
erecting  Nissen  Bow  huts  for  the  22nd  and  23rd  Batteries  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Targette-St.  Eloy  Road.  Sergeant  Armstrong  and  Lance 
Corporal  Munro  left  for  the  2nd  Division  Training  Battalion.  A 
sapper  of  No.  1  Section,  after  gracing  the  City  of  London  with  his 
society  for  eight  days  beyond  the  return  date  on  his  leave  warrant, 
reported  back  to  the  Company  accompanied  by  an  escort  supplied 
at  the  expense  of  His  Majesty’s  Government.  A  high  wind  blew  all 
day.  This  was  followed  by  a  sharp  drop  in  temperature  after  dark. 

Yesterday  Section  4,  having  previously,  with  the  assistance  of 
100  infantry,  completed  all  shelters  at  Machine  Gun  Fort,  finished 
up  draining,  rivetting  and  trench  matting  the  passageway  alongside, 
Lieutenant  Emrey’s  C.A.M.C.  party,  erected  a  third  hospital  hut  at 
Souchez  Dressing  Station  and  practically  finished  horse  standings 
and  driveways  in  connection  therewith.  Eight  sappers  went  up  to 
the  front  last  night  to  secure  billets  and  become  familiar  with  trans¬ 
port  routes. 

On  being  relieved  to-day  of  all  work  behind  the  ridge,  except 
practice  trenches,  by  the  4th  Field  Company,  the  6th  became  respon¬ 
sible  for  construction  and  maintenance  in  the  forward  area.  Captain 
Weatherbe  with  Sections  1  and  2  under  Lieutenants  Weldon  and  Bull 
moved  to  dugouts  in  the  Petit  Vimy-Angres  Road  200  yds.  east  of  Bois 
du  Champ  Pourri. 
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The  south  divisional  boundary  of  the  new  sector  follows  the  Vimy- 
Mericourt  Road  to  that  connecting  Mt.  Foret  with  Avion,  and  thence 
straight  to  the  centre  of  the  railway  triangle  north  of  Mericourt. 
The  north  boundary  runs  parallel  to  and  300  yds.  north  of  Blighty 
Trench  to  Angres  Road;  thence  north-east  to  the  Vimy-Lens  switch, 
east  across  the  railway  1,100  yds.  south  of  the  Culvert,  and  north¬ 
east  again  to  the  east  limits  of  Fosse  4. 

Whether  due  to  a  brainstorm  on  the  part  of  some  irresponsible 
subaltern  just  back  from  leave,  or  conceived  in  ironical  protest  against 
the  singularly  unhappy  results  obtained  by  a  dictionary  system  of 
nomenclature,  our  predecessors  adopted  the  idea  of  borrowing  all 
trench  names  from  the  London  stage.  Gaby,  an  isolated  scratch  in 
No  Man’s  Land  where  some  troops  probably  dug  in  overnight,  has 
been  abandoned.  Billie  Burke,  the  present  front  line,  has  one  flank 
in  the  air.  Teddie  Gerrard  and  Gertie  Millar,  respectively  1,000  and 
1,500  yds.  in  rear,  are  northwesterly  extensions  of  New  Brunswick 
and  Canada  Trenches  in  the  Division’s  former  stamping  ground. 
All  these  fire  trenches  are  more  or  less  parallel  and  face  north  east. 
They  are  connected  to  each  other  and  to  dead  ground  back  of  the 
railway  by  two  communicating  trenches,  Peggy  and  Betty.  Opposite 
Fosse  4,  the  front  line  faces  north,  as  does  the  support,  an  old  German 
switch  with  some  deep  dugouts  under  the  parados  and  its  right  flank 
trailing  off  into  No  Man’s  Land.  Behind  it  again  is  Access,  a  shallow, 
badly  crumped  ditch,  abutting  at  its  east  end  on  Billie  Burke  but  with¬ 
out  other  connection  to  the  main  trench  system  further  south. 

To  provide  what  is  implied  in  its  name,  the  C.R.F.  arranged 
to  have  this  trench  linked  up  with  Betty  by  construction  of  a  switch 
parallel  to  and  500  yds.  in  front  of  the  railway.  The  first  task  on 
this  was  dug  last  night  before  the  4th  Field  Company  pulled  out. 
Tonight  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  get  a  shallow  cutting  all  the  way 
through,  for  which  purpose  the  22nd  Battalion  is  supplying  270  and 
the  25th  Battalion  200  men,  both  parties  reporting  to  our  sappers  at 
8.30  p.m. 

An  advance  made  by  English  and  Australian  divisions  on  the 
20th  pushed  the  enemy  further  back  from  Ypres  on  a  wide  area. 
Captured  pill  boxes  and  other  strong  points  include:  Het  Pappotje, 
Black  Watch  Corner,  Nonne  Boschen,  Anzac,  Potsdam,  Vampire, 
Gallipoli,  Fokker  Farm,  Wurst  Farm,  Quebec  Farm  and  Eagle  House. 

Section  3  has  completed  its  layout  of  practice  trenches  which  are 
being  studied  daily  by  staff  and  regimental  officers.  The  former  have 
expressed  keen  appreciation  of  the  expeditious  method  adopted  by 
Lieutenant  Adam  to  get  the  work  done  without  unnecessary  delay. 
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This  involved  no  measuring  and,  in  principle  consisted  in  the  waving 
of  a  flagman  into  position  at  a  series  of  points  representing  angles  or 
intersections  in  enemy  trenches,  roads  and  railways,  by  the  simul¬ 
taneous  action  of  two  N.C.O’s.,  each  with  a  plane  table  containing  a 
map  of  the  enemy’s  country  on  which  had  been  marked,  by  pricking 
through  from  one  of  the  practice  area,  points  representing  those  over 
which  their  instruments  were  set  and  oriented. 

29th  September,  1917 

The  attempt  made  on  Saturday  night  to  get  a  narrow  channel 
four  feet  deep  cut  through  from  Betty  to  Access  succeeded  except 
for  150  yds.  at  the  north  end.  Here,  after  getting  down  through 
two  feet  of  surface  clay  to  chalk,  a  platoon  of  the  22nd  lost  five  men 
from  hostile  machine  gun  fire. 

Barring  mist  at  dawn,  visibility  remained  good  throughout 
the  23rd.  Both  artilleries  were  active  in  the  direction  of  Lens. 
An  enemy  plane  crashed  near  Oppy.  The  air  was  chilly  at  night. 
The  22nd  and  25th  Battalions  furnished  another  large  work  party 
to  deepen  and  extend  the  new  communication  trench  for  which  the 
name  Actress  has  been  selected.  The  work  was  strafed  by  machine 
gun  and  artillery  fire  which  also  swept  Avion  at  intervals.  Two  more 
of  the  22nd  became  casualties. 

The  24th  was  warm  and  windless.  A  light  haze  obscured  the 
sun.  Corporal  Gill  was  detailed  with  several  sappers  to  supervise 
construction  of  two  trench  mortar  emplacements  in  the  front  line 
and  two  in  Access.  The  night  was  cold,  quiet  and  after  the  moon 
set,  very  dark  with  few  flares.  Actress  was  carried  down  to  the 
full  depth  of  5  ft.  Section  1  constructed  a  tool  dump,  and  started 
sinking  inclines  for  a  new  Company  dugout  in  Hayter. 

So  little  has  ground  beyond  the  railway  been  cut  up  by  high  ex¬ 
plosive  that  an  officer  of  the  Company  reconnoitring  overland  trails 
for  infantry  reliefs  and  ration  parties,  rode  a  bicycle  all  the  way  up  to 
the  front  line.  East  of  Teddie  Gerrard  a  tall  figure  rising  out  of  a 
hole  in  the  ground  proved  to  be  Lieutenant  Perkes,  formerly  a  sapper 
of  No.  1  Section,  now  in  charge  of  some  advanced  machine  gun  posts. 

Weather  on  the  25th  was  again  very  warm.  400  men  widened 
Actress  to  the  required  section.  They  reported  from  the  same  battal¬ 
ions  that  had  already  supplied  parties  on  three  successive  nights. 
Hostile  activity  was  practically  nil,  in  spite  of  which  another  private 
of  the  22nd  managed  to  stop  a  bullet. 

Lance  Corporal  McAskill  on  the  20th  was  detailed  to  supervise 
construction  of  two  emplacements  in  Meal  Trench  for  the  new  6" 
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Newton  Mortar,  said  to  be  a  most  useful  weapon,  constructed  on  the 
Stokes  principle.  Amble  and  Chaudiere  trenches  were  investigated 
and  found  to  contain  some  completed  and  partially  completed  German 
dugouts  in  fair  condition.  In  places  the  trenches  themselves  have 
been  practically  obliterated.  The  morning  air  was  still  and  sky  over¬ 
cast.  Later  it  cleared.  After  dark  Lieutenant  Weldon  reconnoitred 
No  Man’s  Land  and  staked  out  alignment  for  an  extension  of  Billie 
Burke  to  connect  with  Toledo.  On  account  of  brigade  relief,  no 
infantry  parties  reported. 

Further  operations  carried  out  by  General  Plumer’s  Second  Army 
on  a  six  mile  front  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Tower  Hamlets,  Cameron 
House,  Jut  Farm,  Polygon  Wood  and  Zonnebeke. 

Weather  on  the  27th  was  a  repetition  of  that  of  the  preceding 
day.  Sergeant  Medlen  was  dispatched  to  the  2nd  Division  Training 
Battalion  as  wiring  instructor.  Section  3  assisted  drivers  to  construct 
horse  standings  with  chalk  collected  from  ruined  buildings  in  Neuville 
St.  Vaast.  At  5.30  p.m.,  a  German  plane  pounced  on  the  kite  balloon 
which  usually  floats  over  the  village  and  sent  it  down  in  a  spiral  of 
smoke  and  flame.  One  of  our  artillery  busses,  of  the  1915  vintage, 
gallantly  attacked  the  raider  and  forced  it  to  do  a  loop,  somehow 
escaping  annihilation  itself  by  a  quick  zoom.  Barely  an  hour  and  a 
half  later,  as  the  sun  was  setting  in  a  flame  red  sky,  the  same  enemy 
plane  shot  down  the  Carency  balloon.  An  excess  of  bravado  on  the 
airman’s  part  proved  his  undoing.  Instead  of  making  a  quick  get¬ 
away  he  circled  the  burning  mass  from  which  the  crew  had  jumped 
and  so  fell  an  easy  victim  to  a  Nieuport  and  trio  of  Camels  that  seemed 
to  materialize  out  of  space. 

At  night,  two  companies  of  the  29th  Battalion  reported,  fifty 
being  detailed  to  dig  the  trench  in  No  Man’s  Land  connecting  Billie 
Burke  with  Toledo,  and  the  remaining  150  to  extend  Actress  through 
to  Meal.  The  enemy  selected  the  occasion  to  stage  a  number  of  what 
appear  to  have  been  dummy  attacks,  during  which  his  barrage  came 
down  across  the  nose  of  a  low  ridge  over  which  the  Actress  extension 
was  projected.  The  first  started  out  at  6.45  p.m.  Three  hours  later 
the  second  drove  Lieutenant  Bull  off  the  ground  over  which  he  was 
about  to  tape  out  a  line  for  his  men  and  from  which  he  was  in  time  to 
divert  them  into  the  existing  trench  with  the  loss  of  only  one.  During 
the  strafe,  a  small  mine,  or  possibly  an  old  ammunition  store,  went  up 
just  behind  Avion  Switch. 

Lieutenant  Weldon’s  party,  one  and  a  half  miles  to  the  south¬ 
east  was  only  slightly  affected  and  so  able  to  complete  the  2  ft.  x  4  ft. 
cutting  required  to  make  our  front  line  continuous. 
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About  midnight  the  second  in  command  and  Lieutenant  Bull 
went  forward  to  reconnoitre  and  determine  if  a  possibility  remained 
of  getting  the  Actress  extension  dug  before  the  moon,  already  ten 
days’  old,  would  render  a  fortnight’s  postponement  inevitable.  Nearly 
through  to  Meal  when  the  barrage  came  down  once  more,  they  saved 
themselves  from  extinction  by  dropping  into  a  shallow  ditch  which 
provided  precarious  shelter  for  fifteen  hectic  minutes  during  which 
shells  and  trench  mortar  bombs  of  all  calibres  burst  overhead  and  all 
around.  Throughout  the  rest  of  the  night,  the  enemy  remained  ner¬ 
vous  and  alert.  The  projected  work  has  since  been  dropped  by  order 
of  the  C.R.E. 

Yesterday  was  fine  with  a  variable  wind.  The  O.C.  proceeded  on 
leave  via  Aubigny.  At  night  the  enemy  was  quiet.  135  O.R.  from 
the  29th  Battalion  reported  for  work,  60  being  employed  widening  and 
deepening  the  new  stretch  of  front  line  and  the  balance  blocking  out 
120  yds.  of  a  new  support  trench  behind  Billie  Burke.  It  is  to  be 
3  ft.  wide  by  3  ft.  deep,  with  bays  21  ft.  long  and  12  ft.  by  12  ft.  traver¬ 
ses.  Sappers  erected  a  bridge  to  carry  Toronto  Road  over  Vesta 
Tilley  as  the  east  end  of  Peggie  is  called. 

To-day  opened  with  mist  which  dissolved  as  the  sun  climbed 
toward  the  zenith.  A  high  velocity  gun  kept  sniping  at  our  kite 
balloons  from  time  to  time  throughout  the  day.  Corporal  Sargeant 
left  to  take  a  shoeing  smith’s  course  at  Abbeville. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  on  the  five  trench  mortar  emplace¬ 
ments  under  construction.  A  bomb  store  has  been  started  near  the 
intersection  of  Betty  and  Toronto  Road.  Owing  to  a  battalion  relief 
tonight’s  infantry  work  party  consists  of  four  snipers,  two  buglers, 
one  military  policeman  and  three  N.C.O’s. 

According  to  reports  a  Zeppelin  flew  over  England  on  the  24th 
dropping  bombs  on  Rotherham. 

6th  October,  1917 

Sixteen  O.R.  from  the  6th  Brigade  were  attached  to  the  Company 
on  the  30th  for  work  on  a  deep  ammunition  dugout  near  the  junction 
of  Vesta  Tilley  and  Toronto  Road.  Some  desultory  shelling  occurred 
between  dusk  and  dawn. 

The  first  two  days  of  October  were  fine.  Sunrays  striking  through 
the  usual  early  morning  mists,  danced  in  shimmering  waves  above 
uneven  piles  of  earth  and  chalk  thrown  out  from  trench  and  dugout. 

The  night  of  the  first  was  calm  and  windless  with  a  full  moon. 
Sappers  working  in  the  front  line  say  a  hostile  patrol  approached  our 
listening  post  in  Gaby  which,  with  the  old  gun  pits  out  on  Hull  Road, 
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is  occupied  only  between  dusk  and  dawn.  The  patrol  retired  after 
being  fired  on,  leaving  one  dead. 

Enemy  gunners  bombarded  the  east  slope  of  the  ridge  above 
Petit  Vimy  with  5.9s  all  through  the  afternoon  of  the  2nd.  One  shell 
hit  the  old  light  railway  bridge  near  Company  advanced  billets,  and 
just  missed  dropping  down  the  stairway  of  a  Toe  Emma  officer’s 
dugout  next  door.  After  dark  Sections  3  and  4,  under  Lieutenants 
Adam  and  Balfour,  relieved  Sections  1  and  2  in  the  forward  area. 
There  was  also  an  infantry  brigade  relief;  the  4th  taking  over  from  the 
6th.  A  hostile  airman  flew  low  over  our  trenches,  sweeping  roads  and 
tracks  with  his  machine  gun.  Owing  to  excavation  made  for  a  buried 
cable,  company  transport  hauling  up  I-beams  for  bridging  Betty 
at  Brandon  Road  Crossing  had  to  unload  at  Teddy  Gerrard.  Sappers 
worked  on  the  ammunition  store  and  Hayter  dugout. 

The  3rd  was  cloudy  all  day.  Sections  in  rear  made  improvements 
to  horse  standings  and  a  new  officers’  mess.  A  detachment,  number¬ 
ing  14,  manufactured  camouflage  screens  at  R.E.  Park.  Lieutenant 
Bull  and  four  O.R.  left  for  First  Army  Rest  Camp.  Hostile  activity 
was  normal.  A  little  rain  fell  at  night.  The  4th  Brigade  supplied 
400  men  for  work  in  the  forward  area. 

There  was  a  high  wind  from  the  south-west  on  the  4th,  with  heavy 
squalls  of  rain  at  intervals  during  the  afternoon  and  at  night.  Black 
canisters  in  respirators  were  replaced  by  others  coloured  red,  said  to 
contain  a  more  efficient  gas  reagent.  Our  guns  about  Souchez  shelled 
the  Lens  front  at  night  in  retaliation  for  a  hostile  bombardment. 
Due  to  weather  conditions  and  scarcity  of  labour  little  outside  work  was 
accomplished. 

The  wind  shifted,  but  remained  strong  all  day  yesterday.  The 
2nd  Canadian  Division  took  over  the  Mericourt  Sector  from  the  3rd, 
the  latter  going  out  to  rest.  The  C.R.E.  with  the  rest  of  the  divisional 
staff  moved  up  to  Fort  George.  The  4th  Field  Company  took  over 
forward  and  intermediate  areas  behind  what  had  been  the  3rd  Can¬ 
adian  Division  front;  the  6th  becoming  responsible  for  intermediate, 
as  well  as  front  line  work,  in  what  is  now  the  left  divisional  sector, 
and  the  5th  assuming  charge  of  all  construction  in  rear  of  both. 

Last  night  was  wet  and,  until  moonrise,  intensely  dark.  Due 
to  a  trench  mortar  strafe,  a  party  from  the  front  line  garrison  did  not 
report  to  Section  3  until  11  p.m. 

Rain  continued  for  several  hours  this  morning,  clearing  after 
lunch.  Trenches  were  subjected  to  scattered  gun  fire.  A  shell 
wrecked  the  ammunition  dugout  entrance  in  Vesta  Tilley.  Lieutenant 
Emrey  having  been  detailed  to  carry  out  special  work  in  connection 
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with  preparations  for  the  forthcoming  show  has  gone  up  with  ten 
sappers  to  take  over  billets  in  Petit  Vimy  from  the  5th  Field  Company. 
Tonight  is  fine  and  cold. 

As  a  result  of  more  fighting  on  the  4th,  the  Second  Army  is  now 
in  possession  of  Noordhemhoek,  Broodseinde,  Gravenstafel,  Boetleer, 
Aviatik  Farm,  Winchester,  half  of  Poelcappelle  and  Vestim  Farm; 
besides  5,000  more  prisoners.  The  new  method  of  dealing  with  con¬ 
crete  pill  boxes,  by  subjecting  each  one  in  turn  to  prolonged  artillery 
concentration,  and  then  surrounding  its  isolated  garrison,  seems  to  be 
producing  results. 

13th  October,  1917 

The  7th  was  stormy  and  wet.  Two  Nissen  huts  and  two  paroid 
covered  huts  adjoining  rear  billets  were  taken  over  from  the  5th 
Field  Company.  The  A/O.C.  and  Lieutenant  Emrey  took  advantage 
of  low  visibility  to  explore  the  east  slope  of  Hirondelle  Ridge  and 
select  a  site  for  an  artillery  O.  Pip,  100  yds.  in  front  of  the  gravel  pit. 
Extraordinary  precautions  will  be  necessary  during  its  construction 
as,  being  in  full  view  from  the  Green  Crassier,  swift  annihilation  is 
certain  to  follow  any  evidence  of  the  ground  being  disturbed.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Adam  reconnoitred  for  a  proposed  tunnel  from  Chaudiere  Wood 
to  Betty  Gap.  Infantry  patrols,  at  right,  reported  having  penetrated 
No  Man’s  Land  to  the  elms  at  the  outskirts  of  Mericourt  without  en¬ 
countering  the  enemy.  Due  to  vile  weather  conditions  men  on  trench 
work  messed  about  and  got  soaked  without  making  much  progress. 
A  rum  issue,  sent  up  with  the  rations,  helped  to  counteract  the  damp 
chill  of  wet  clothes. 

Lieutenant  Emrey,  on  the  8th,  traced  out  projected  “red”  and 
“white”  infantry  trails.  Hostile  activity  was  normal  except  during 
a  few  hours  in  the  morning.  There  was  little  improvement  in  the 
weather.  A  battalion  relief  was  carried  out. 

A  poll  was  held  on  the  9th  for  Saskatchewan  elections.  Repairs 
were  made  to  the  Hayter  Trench  bridge.  The  day  was  cloudy  with 
showers  at  night. 

On  the  10th  Company  horse  lines  were  removed  to  covered  stand¬ 
ings  vacated  by  the  7th  Field  Company.  Lieutenant  Emrey  returned 
to  rear  billets,  work  on  the  observation  post  and  infantry  trails  having 
been  cancelled.  Trench  mats  were  laid  in  Actress.  Underground 
ammunition  stores  in  Betty  and  Vesta  Tilley  were  brought  to  within 
a  few  shifts  of  completion.  Our  guns  were  active  at  twilight  and  those 
of  the  enemy  after  midnight. 

The  11th  was  fine.  Orders  were  received  for  mutal  exchange 
of  work  by  the  5th  and  6th  Field  Companies.  A  detachment  pro- 
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ceeded  to  Chateau  d’Acq  and  started  enlarging  a  cinema  hall  there. 
The  O.C.  returned  from  leave. 

Yesterday  an  officer  of  the  5th  took  over  all  trench  work  in  the 
Chaudiere  Sector,  Sections  3  and  4  returning  to  rear  billets  after  dark. 
Concentration  of  the  transport  lines  of  all  four  infantry  battalions 
along  the  north  side  of  Targette-St.  Eloy  Road  having  been  ordered, 
Sergeant  Fredea  started  staking  out  squares,  around  which  horse 
standings  and  huts  are  to  be  erected.  Traffic  on  the  roads  last 
night  moved  through  stygian  darkness. 

This  morning  half  a  gale  blew  from  the  south-west  bringing  squalls 
of  rain  and  sleet.  After  lunch  the  weather  moderated.  No.  1  Section 
complete  with  transport  left  at  9.30  a.m.  for  Lieres  to  work  on  divis¬ 
ional  school  buildings.  The  men  travelled  in  three  lorries.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Miall’s  party  having  during  the  past  two  days  removed  all  flags 
from  the  2nd  Division  practice  trenches,  started  collecting  those  in 
the  4th  Division  area.  The  Sallaumines  show  is  understood  to  be  a 
washout  for  the  present.  Section  4  took  over  work  on  horse  standings. 

Reports  from  the  north,  where  there  is  no  substratum  of  porous 
chalk  to  absorb  rainfall,  indicate  that  recent  weather  has  turned  the 
Salient  into  a  quagmire.  In  spite  of  this  attacks  on  the  9th  carried 
Reutel,  Celtic  Wood,  Poelcappelle  brewery,  Cinq-Chemins,  Koekuit 
and  St.  Janshoek  besides  increasing  the  bag  of  prisoners  by  2,000. 

20th  October,  1917 

Section  2  joined  Section  1  at  Lieres  on  the  14th.  Section  3  with 
50  infantry  O.R.  completed  salvage  of  flags  from  the  3rd  and  4th 
Divisional  practice  trenches.  Section  4  worked  on  Brigade  post 
office,  horse  standings  and  ordnance  ramp. 

After  a  welcome  clear  interval,  squalls  of  rain  swept  down  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  15th.  The  G.S.O.  1  gave  an  interesting  lecture  on 
tactics  employed  in  overcoming  various  defensive  methods  adopted 
by  the  enemy  to  obstruct  our  advance  at  Ypres.  Preparatory  to 
relief  of  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  by  the  48th,  Lieutenant  Cubitt 
of  the  477th  Field  Company  R.E.,  reported  and  was  shown  over  work 
under  construction.  Lieutenant  Adam  was  detailed  to  attend  a 
course  at  the  Army  Camouflage  School.  The  second  in  command 
went  on  leave. 

Rain  held  off  on  the  16th  but  the  weather  remained  dull  and 
threatening  with  a  high  wind.  Lieutenant  Balfour  and  six  cyclists 
left  at  1.00  p.m.  to  secure  billets  in  the  divisional  rest  area.  Major 
Bogart,  R.C.E.,  joined  the  Company  for  a  few  days,  preparatory  to 
taking  over  a  new  command, 
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At  8.45  a.m.  on  the  17th  the  Company,  less  Sections  1  and  2 
paraded  and  marched  fifteen  miles  under  a  clear  sky  to  Beugin, 
arriving  at  3.45  p.m.  An  hour’s  halt  was  made  for  lunch  at  Gauchin- 
Legal.  The  18th  was  fine  with  a  light  south  west  breeze  and  mellow 
autumn  sunshine  flooding  the  Lawe  valley  and  all  the  hills  beyond 
Houdain.  Sections  1  and  2  at  Lieres  assembled  Nissen  Bow  huts. 
Through  much  practice,  the  men  are  experts  in  rapid  erection  of  these 
structures.  They  consist  of  light  semi-circular  angle  iron  frames 
resting  on  wood  sills,  covered  outside  with  sheets  of  corrugated  iron 
and  inside  with  panels  of  half  inch  sheathing.  Each  building  is  also 
provided  with  a  sectional  floor  and  end  panels  containing  door  and 
window. 

Yesterday  was  overcast  but  to-day  is  fine  and  bright.  Sections 
3  and  4  carried  on  with  drill  and  guard  mounting.  The  3rd  and  4th 
Canadian  Divisions  pulled  out  for  the  North  this  week  and,  it  is  under¬ 
stood,  the  1st  and  2nd  are  under  orders  to  follow  them  immediately. 

27th  October,  1917 

A  great  air  raid  on  England  carried  out  over  the  week  end  resulted 
in  disaster  to  the  German  Zeppelin  fleet.  After  drifting  over  at  a 
high  altitude,  with  power  shut  off,  engines  froze  and  could  not  be  re¬ 
started.  Four  of  the  big  airships  were  caught  in  a  gale  and  blown 
across  France.  Three  landed  or  were  brought  down  near  the  Swiss 
border,  one  intact,  while  the  fourth  is  believed  to  have  been  lost  in  the 
Mediterranean. 

There  was  a  church  parade  for  the  4th  and  5th  Field  Companies 
on  Sunday,  conducted  by  Major  Kidd.  Next  day  move  orders  were 
received.  Sections  1  and  2  rejoined  Headquarters. 

The  22nd  opened  with  thick  mist  which  turned  to  rain.  It 
cleared  in  the  afternoon.  At  3.15  p.m.  the  Company  fell  in  and 
marched  to  Houdain  Station  where,  with  the  C.R.E.,  Adjutant  and 
one-half  the  5th  Field  Company,  it  entrained. 

The  23rd  was  stormy  and  wet  all  day.  At  5.00  a.m.  the  troop 
train  which  had  pulled  out  at  7.30  p.m.  the  previous  evening  reached 
Hopoutre  Siding;  thence,  after  detraining,  the  Company  resumed  its 
journey  on  foot  to  Brandhoek  where  billets  were  secured  in  huts. 
At  10.00  p.m.  Eieutenant  Emrey  with  ten  men  from  Section  3  pro¬ 
ceeded  by  lorry  to  Caestre  with  instructions  to  lay  out  practice  trenches. 

Weather  on  the  24th  was  windy  and  unsettled,  with  clearing  up 
showers  in  the  afternoon.  At  6.45  a.m.  the  Major  with  Colonel 
Osier  and  the  C.R.E.  of  the  66th  Division  went  forward  to  look  over 
work  which  the  2nd  Canadian  Divisional  Engineers  are  taking  over. 
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Going  out  beyond  Ypres  by  the  Potijze-Frezenberg  highway,  they 
walked  over  the  route  of  a  proposed  road  along  Abraham  Heights; 
returning  through  Spree  Farm  and  Wieltje.  Eastward  from  our  old 
1916  front  line  the  country  presents  an  aspect  of  indescribable  desola¬ 
tion.  In  every  direction  the  soil  has  been  churned  into  a  waste  of 
interlocking  shell  holes,  brimful  of  water  in  the  marshy  bottoms  along 
the  Hanebeek  and  Zonnebeek.  Scarcely  a  square  yard  of  original 
soil  remains  undisturbed.  Villages  and  farms  have  long  since  ceased 
to  exist  otherwise  than  as  names  on  the  map,  except  where  the  enemy, 
under  cover  of  their  walls  before  these  vanished,  built  one  or  more  of 
his  famous  pill  boxes.  Broken  tree  stumps,  a  still  recognizable  church 
and  some  shapeless  indentations  on  the  skyline  mark  the  location  of 
Passchendaele,  while  away  on  our  right,  in  Australian  territory, 
an  isolated  mound  can  be  identified  as  Polygon  Wood  Butts,  used  a 
century  ago  by  Belgian  artillery  as  a  target  for  testing  smooth  bore 
guns.  Elsewhere  only  the  rai  way  embankment,  a  duckboard 
walk,  the  mushroom-like  roofs  of  pill  boxes  and  an  occasional  derelict 
tank  remain  as  landmarks  to  guide  troops  going  up  to  the  front. 

Reference  to  maps  show  the  Allied  line  this  date  to  have  run 
approximately  from  Tower  Hamlets,  through  Cameron  House, 
Reutel,  Jolting  Houses,  Noordhemhoek,  Daisy  Wood,  Celtic  Wood, 
Keerslaarhoek,  Fleet  Cot,  Peter  Pan,  Wolf  Farm,  Wallemolen,  Burns 
Cottages,  Oxford  House,  Beek  House,  Poelcappelle  Church,  Cinq- 
Chemins,  Muenier  Hill,  Panama  House  and  Jean  Bart  Farm  to  Man- 
gelaare. 

Canadian  Corps  units,  having  relieved  the  3rd  Australian  and 
New  Zealand  Divisions  on  the  22nd,  were  holding  the  line  from  the 
Roulers  Railway  to  Wallemolen  with  the  10th,  9th  and  8th  Brigades, 
while  on  their  right  and  left  flanks  were  the  1st  Australian  and 
63rd  Naval  Divisions. 

Of  two  roads  serving  the  area,  that  to  Zonnebeke  appeared  to 
have  been  kept,  at  the  expense  of  endless  labour  for  repairs,  in  good 
condition.  So  also  did  the  more  northerly  as  far  as  Wieltje.  From 
Wieltje  to  Spree  Farm  its  surface  had  been  recently  remetalled  and, 
though  fearfully  cut  up,  was  able  to  support  lorry  traffic.  Beyond 
that  it  was  impassable  for  wheeled  vehicles  of  any  kind  and  could,  in 
fact,  only  be  negotiated  by  pack  animals.  A  plank  surface  diversion, 
by  way  of  Somme  Pill  Box,  grading  for  which  had  been  partially 
completed  as  far  as  the  Hanebeek,  was  in  course  of  construction. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  orders  were  received  for  the  Company 
to  carry  on  with  this  work  and  to  extend  the  improvements  to  Van 
Meulen  Farm. 
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The  25th  was  fine  all  day  with  a  breeze  from  the  west.  The 
Company  marched  from  Brandhoek  to  Ypres  and  occupied  billets 
vacated  by  the  432nd  Field  Company  R.E.  with  headquarters  in 
what  had  been  a  soap  factory  opposite  St.  Martin’s  Cathedral.  Trans¬ 
port  stopped  at  Vlamertinghe,  taking  over  horse  standings  adjoining 
a  side  street  to  the  north.  No.  1  Section  sappers  under  Lieutenant 
Weldon  went  forward  to  supervise  extension  of  the  road  from  Hane- 
beek  bridge  to  Gravenstafel.  A  detachment  numbering  200  men  from 
the  107th  Pioneer  Battalion  reported  at  noon,  two  hours  late.  Less 
than  forty  per  cent,  had  shovels.  After  grading  280  yds.  the  party 
was  driven  off  the  work  by  severe  shelling  directed  at  a  battery  whose 
guns  had  just  moved  up  to  emplacements  scooped  out  of  the  semi¬ 
liquid  mud  alongside.  Hostile  bombing  planes  were  active  at  night 
over  Ypres  and  Vlamertinghe. 

Rain  fell  all  day  yesterday.  At  5.40  a.m.  the  Canadian  Corps, 
in  conjunction  with  other  units  of  the  Second  Army,  attacked.  After 
the  initial  barrage  our  guns  of  all  calibres  continued  firing  at  a  reduced 
rate  throughout  the  morning.  Lieutenant  Balfour  and  ten  O. 
R.  from  Section  4,  having  met  a  19th  Battalion  party  of  210  men  at 
Spree  Farm  shortly  after  11  a.m.,  worked  on  extension  of  the  main 
road  beyond  Kansas  Cross.  N.C.O’s  and  officers  of  other  sections 
went  over  work  for  which  the  Company  is  responsible.  Prisoners, 
mostly  young,  were  met  coming  back.  The  situation  along  the  front 
remained  obscure  all  day;  but  the  attack  is  now  known  to  have  part¬ 
ially  succeeded  and  the  Allied  line  almost  everywhere  to  have  been 
advanced.  The  7th  Division,  attempting  to  recover  Gheluvelt 
which  it  lost  in  1914,  set  foot  in  the  place  again  but  could  not  main¬ 
tain  its  hold.  The  4th  and  3rd  Canadian  Divisions  captured  Deck 
Wood,  Haalen  Copse,  Waterfields,  Laamkeek  and  part  of  Bellevue. 
The  63rd  occupied  Varlet  Farm;  while,  on  the  extreme  left,  French 
and  Belgian  troops  seized  Bultehoek,  Luceenes  Farm,  Hibou  and 
Draaibank,  though  the  first  mentioned  has  since  been  abandoned. 

To-day  has  been  fine.  Lieutenants  Bull  and  Balfour  with  sappers 
and  another  party  of  200  from  the  19th  Battalion  continued  grading 
between  Kansas  Cross  and  the  Hanebeek. 

Company  billets  in  Ypres  were  shelled  at  11.00  a.m.  and  again 
twelve  hours  later.  Sapper  Reardon  became  a  casualty.  Major 
Bogart  left  on  appointment  to  command  the  12th  Field  Company. 

On  October  23rd  French  troops  drove  the  enemy  clear  off  the 
Chemin  des  Dames  ridge.  Next  day  the  Austrian  Army  crossed  the 
Isonzo  River  at  Caporetto  and,  according  to  latest  reports,  is  still 
advancing. 
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3rd  November,  1917 

Lieutenants  Weldon  and  Bull  with  sappers  and  a  20th  Battalion 
infantry  party  loaded  24,000  ft.  of  lumber  at  Spree  Farm  Dump  and 
distributed  it  along  the  newly  graded  roadway  which  the  1st  Canadian 
Engineers  are  surfacing.  Construction  consists  in  laying  down  trans¬ 
versely  across  four  lines  of  stringers  embedded  in  earth,  a  flooring  of 
planks  securely  held  in  place  by  wheel  guards  spiked  along  either  edge. 
Weather  remained  fair  but  dull.  About  sundown,  Ypres  came  in  for 
a  burst  of  vicious  shelling.  Enemy  aircraft  also  dropped  bombs  over 
the  area. 

According  to  an  officer  just  back  from  England,  the  leave  boat 
which  pulled  out  from  Folkestone  after  dark  on  the  27th  had  the 
President  of  the  Portuguese  Republic  on  board.  Immediately  after 
casting  off  it  was  attacked  by  a  submarine  and  forced  to  manoeuvre 
ten  miles  out  of  its  course,  while  escorting  destroyers  swept  the  channel 
with  searchlights  and  dropped  depth  charges. 

In  an  air  raid  on  the  19th,  a  big  bomb  was  dropped  at  the  junction 
of  Regent  Street  and  Piccadilly  Circus,  wrecking  Swan  and  Edgar’s 
shop  besides  causing  some  twenty  or  thirty  casualties. 

The  burden  of  maintaining  ample  supplies  of  material  for  the 
plank  road  during  October’s  closing  days  devolved  on  Lieutenant 
Balfour  and  his  henchmen.  Reveille  at  4.00  a.m.  with  breakfast 
hurriedly  scrambled  for  and  thereafter  rescrambled  by  the  uncompro¬ 
mising  rigidity  of  His  Majesty’s  Mechanical  Transport,  sufficed  to 
land  them,  fortified  against  the  morning’s  toil,  at  Spree  Farm  in  time 
to  meet  their  parties. 

The  29th  was  fine  and  bright.  Details  from  Sections  1  and  2 
under  Lieutenants  Weldon  and  Bull  took  the  afternoon  shift  on  tram¬ 
way  work,  section  3  continued  grading.  During  the  day  a  big 
Gotha,  escorted  by  thirteen  fast  enemy  fighting  planes,  flew  over  the 
Salient  dropping  bombs,  without  interference  from  our  aircraft  and, 
as  usual,  paying  not  the  slightest  attention  to  our  Archies.  Others, 
taking  advantage  of  a  full  moon,  followed  at  intervals  up  to  11.00  p.m. 
A  fragment  from  one  of  their  huge  missiles  which  fell  near  the  square 
in  Ypres  killed  Lieut-Colonel  Tommy  Irving  C.R.E,  of  the  4th 
Canadian  Division. 

Rain,  varying  from  a  fine  drizzle  to  heavy  showers,  prevailed 
throughout  the  30th.  Only  100  infantry  from  the  20th  Battalion 
reported  to  Lieutenant  Balfour  for  work  at  5.30  a.m.  That  hour  it 
happened,  had  been  selected  as  zero  for  a  resumption  of  the  offensive, 
so  that  our  guns,  which  in  this  unparalleled  battle  range  from  12-inch 
howitzers  lined  up  in  batteries  down  to  little  half  submerged  4.1s  began 
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their  ear-splitting  prelude  simultaneously  with  the  party’s  arrival. 
The  latter  as  well  as  Sections  1  and  3,  digging  offtake  ditches  to  drain 
shell  holes  between  the  Hanebeek  and  Van  Meulen  Farm,  carried  on 
under  the  blind  and  not  very  effective  but  none  the  less  sufficiently 
disconcerting  efforts  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  to  interrupt  communica¬ 
tions.  Later  in  the  morning  an  officer  reconnoitred  the  Gravenstafel 
Mosselmarkt  Road  as  far  as  the  Ravebeek,  finding  the  bridge  destroyed 
and  its  approaches  eaten  away  by  big  shell  craters.  Stretcher  bearers, 
unmolested  though  under  hostile  observation,  were  carrying  back  our 
wounded.  Waterloo  pill  box  was  occupied  by  Commanding  Officers 
of  the  P.P.C.L.I.  and  49th  Battalions.  The  former  had  lost  more  than 
half  its  effective  strength  through  enfilade  fire,  previous  to  the  capture 
of  Crest  Farm  by  72nd  Battalion  highlanders.  Its  casualties  included 
Major  Papineau,  once  well  known  to  the  Company  as  a  subaltern  at 
Kemmel  and  more  recently  as  a  member  of  the  Corps  staff,  besides 
six  other  officers  killed.  The  49th  had  accounted  for  Furst  Farm  but 
its  left  flank  was  hung  up  on  the  outskirts  of  Woodland  Plantation 
out  of  touch  with  the  5th  C.M.R.  According  to  subsequent  reports, 
some  riflemen  reached  Vapour  Farm  but  the  sloughs  of  the  Lekker- 
boterbeek  on  their  left  remained  unnegotiable  even  by  the  amphibious 
Royal  Naval  Division.  On  our  extreme  right  85th  Battalion  Nova 
Scotians  advanced  beyond  Vienna  Cottage  to  Tiber  where  they 
came  under  murderous  cross  fire  from  Decline  Copse  which  neighbour¬ 
ing  Australians  failed  to  smother. 

Sergeant  Fredea,  Corporal  Sutherland  D.A.  and  Sapper  Finney 
left  for  England  to  become  officers,  the  last  mentioned  in  the  Infantry, 
the  others  in  the  Canadian  Engineers. 

October  slipped  from  the  calendar  under  the  mild  beneficence  of 
thin  autumn  sunshine.  On  conclusion  of  work  by  No  2  Section’s 
afternoon  shift  the  Company  was  ordered  to  cease  tramline  operations 
and  confine  its  efforts  to  accelerating  roadway  extension  along  the 
rear  slope  of  Gravenstafel  Ridge,  preparatory  to  moving  batteries 
forward.  Parties  under  Sections  1  and  3  worked  on  this  during  the 
day.  An  officer  of  the  Company  examined  an  old  roadway  along  the 
crest,  behind  which  our  supports  were  digging  in,  and  reported  it 
badly  cut  up.  November  1st  was  cloudy  but  otherwise  fine.  Be¬ 
tween  300  and  400  men  from  the  20th  Battalion  worked  with  No.  1 
Section  from  5.30  a.m.  and  with  No.  3  under  Lieutenant  Fmrey  from 
11.  The  other  two  sections  drained  shell  holes  ahead  of  the  work. 
The  area  came  in  for  a  lot  of  unwelcome  attention  from  5.9s  in  the 
afternoon.  Fortunately  the  enemy  uses  for  the  most  part  H.F.  shells 
fitted  with  ordinary  slow  acting  fuse.  Smothered  in  the  Salient’s 
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water-logged  soil  these  explode  with  practically  no  graze  and,  unless  a 
direct  hit  is  obtained,  they  produce  only  spectacular  eruptions  of  liquid 
mud.  In  a  suprise  attack  after  midnight  the  1st  Canadian  Mounted 
Rifles  captured  Vanity  House. 

Yesterday,  morning  and  afternoon  shifts  were  taken  by  Sections 
2  and  3.  After  lunch  the  Major,  with  the  O.C.  5th  Field  Company, 
staked  out  a  new  alignment  for  the  Gravenstafel  Ridge  road  from 
Seine  to  the  existing  end  of  grade.  Weather  was  dull  all  day,  misty 
and  spitting  rain  in  the  afternoon.  East  night  the  2nd  and  1st  Can¬ 
adian  Divisions  relieved  the  4th  and  3rd.  Before  coming  out  a  patrol 
from  the  78th  Battalion  captured  Grun  Pill  Box.  Heavy  firing  occur¬ 
red  at  intervals,  rising  to  a  pitch  of  great  intensity  about  5.00  a.m.  as 
Section  4  moved  up  to  meet  a  party  of  the  47th  Battalion  which  had 
relieved  the  20th  on  road  construction.  The  row  was  occasioned  by 
an  unsuccessful  enemy  attack  on  our  4th  Brigade.  Hostile  shelling 
later  broke  out  again,  directed  chiefly  against  a  battery  east  of  the 
Hanebeek  where  Lieutenant  Balfour’s  party  was  working.  Due 
largely  to  the  coolness  and  resource  of  Sergeant  Armstrong,  construc¬ 
tion  was  not  seriously  delayed. 

As  a  result  of  the  week’s  operations,  the  Allied  line  north  of  the 
Roulers  Railway  includes:  Decline  Copse,  Grun,  Crest  Farm, 
Duck  Lodge,  Meetcheele,  Furst  Farm,  Vapour  Farm,  Sourd,  Banff, 
Poelcappelle  west  of  Brewery,  Duck  Farm,  Aschoop,  Kloostermolen 
Jesuitengoed,  Verbrandesmis,  and  Knockehoek  Ferry. 

The  duration  of  leave  to  England  has  been  extended  from  10 
to  14  days. 

10th  November,  1917 

Under  a  leaden  sky,  on  the  4th,  Section  1  with  an  infantry  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  usual  strength  from  the  47th  Battalion,  continued  grading 
in  the  direction  of  Beecham.  Sappers  from  the  other  three  sections 
drained  shell  holes  ahead  of  the  main  party. 

In  the  afternoon  Corporal  Hazelden  staked  out  a  further  change 
in  alignment.  Two  artillery  officers  selected  battery  positions  nearby. 
Enemy  gunners,  with  possibly  unconscious  and  certainly  unappreciated 
Teutonic  humour,  assisted  by  dropping  5.9s  on  the  most  obvious 
sites. 

On  the  conclusion  of  tasks  the  Company  was  ordered  to  exchange 
work  with  the  12th  Field  Company  and  to  construct  a  plank  road 
diversion,  branching  off  from  the  old  Langemarck-Zonnebeke  highway 
700  yds.  south-east  of  Kansas  Cross,  whence  it  will  continue  in  the 
direction  of  Windmill  Cabaret  to  an  intersection  with  the  fascine 
trail  from  Bostin  Farm.  To  expedite  construction  the  object  of  which 
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is  to  provide  access  to  new  gun  positions,  it  was  decided  to  begin  by 
laying  a  tramline  along  the  projected  route. 

Next  morning  the  O.C.  went  over  this  with  Major  Bogart.  In 
the  afternoon  Lieutenant  Bull,  having  picked  up  a  work  party  at 
Potijze,  started  grading  for  the  track.  Increased  volume  and  accuracy 
of  hostile  shell  fire,  consequent  on  a  high  degree  of  visibility,  retarded 
progress.  A  Company  canteen  was  started  in  Ypres  which,  about 
11.00  p.m.,  received  attention  from  the  enemy’s  long  range  guns. 
Debris  from  near  hits  falling  on  one  makeshift  shelter  roused  the  sleep- 
drugged  faculties  of  its  occupants  to  speculate  furiously  on  resisting 
properties  of  brick  and  corrugated  iron. 

All  night  long  the  Company’s  three  pontoon  and  trestle  bridging 
wagons  hauled  material  from  Transit  Dump  in  Ypres  to  Frost  House 
near  Frezenberg,  running  the  usual  gauntlet  of  harassing  fire  along 
Zonnebeke  Road.  Piled  high  on  either  side  with  the  accumulated 
filth  and  wreckage  of  war  from  which  protrude  portions  of  dead  trans¬ 
port  animals  in  various  stages  of  decomposition,  broken  vehicles, 
abandoned  guns,  shells  of  all  calibres  and  supplies  of  every  description, 
this  thoroughfare  presents  probably  as  sinister  an  aspect  as  any  on  the 
Western  Front. 

At  6.00  a.m.,  in  drizzling  rain  the  Canadian  Corps  again  attacked. 
The  2nd  Canadian  Division  had  the  26th, 27th, 31st  and  28th  Battalions 
in  line  from  south  to  north,  with  others  from  the  1st  Canadian  Division 
on  its  left.  Shortly  after  8.00  a.m.,  both  Divisions  were  in  possession 
of  their  objectives,  which  included  Passchendaele,  Mosselmarkt  and 
Vine  Cottage.  Counter  attacks  at  intervals  up  to  noon  were  beaten 
off.  Lieutenant  Fmrey  with  No.  3  Section  and  an  infantry  party 
completed  grading  for  the  tramline  to  Van  Isackere-Dochy  Farm 
road.  Lieutenant  Balfour  with  sappers  of  the  other  sections  laid 
200  yds.  of  track.  Weather  cleared  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  whole 
crest  of  Passchendaele  disappeared  from  view  as  the  enemy  tried  to 
blast  our  incomparable  infantry  off  the  ridge  with  high  explosive. 

Meterological  conditions  on  the  7th  were  a  repetition  of  those  the 
previous  day.  All  four  sections  continued  work  on  communications 
for  the  artillery;  Lieutenant  Weldon  with  No.  1  Section  and  the  main 
party  grading  roadbed,  and  the  others  under  Lieutenant  Bull  extending 
track.  Hostile  gunfire  greatly  retarded  progress.  Company  trans¬ 
port  again  went  out  Zonnebeke  Road  at  night. 

The  8th  was  dark  and  wet.  No  infantry  reported  so  Lieutenant 
Fmrey  used  Section  3  and  4  to  finish  tracklaying.  Corporal  Hazelden 
made  a  survey  of  the  projected  road.  Trestle  wagons  with  material 
were  sent  to  the  junction  of  H  track  and  Godly  Road. 
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Only  a  few  drops  of  rain  fell  on  the  9th  but  the  sky  remained 
overcast.  Lieutenant  Balfour  with  100  gunners  repaired  pave  at 
Kansas  Cross.  Sections  1  and  2  under  Lieutenant  Weldon  carried 
on  alone;  infantry  again  not  being  available.  Stars  came  out  and  air 
turned  chilly  when  the  transport  went  forward.  Hostile  aircraft, 
delayed  by  a  late  rising  moon,  dropped  bombs  an  hour  or  two  before 
dawn  this  morning.  The  sky  then  clouded  up  and  rain  began  to  fall. 

At  6.00  o’clock  this  morning  the  air  shook  once  more  with  the 
thunder  of  our  barrage.  Five  minutes  later  infantry  of  the  4th  and 
2nd  Brigades  advanced  to  clear  the  enemy  off  the  few  remaining 
positions  on  Passchendaele  Ridge  to  which  he  clung.  On  instructions 
from  C.R.E.  Corps  Troops,  the  Company  resumed  work  on  extension 
of  the  plank  road  behind  Gravenstafel  Ridge,  handing  back  that  in 
rear  to  the  12th  Field  Company.  Lieutenants  Adam  and  Emrey, 
with  Section  3  and  4  and  detachments  from  the  107th  Pioneer  and 
102nd  Infantry  Battalions,  carried  the  grade  beyond  Beecham. 
Hostile  retaliation  for  our  bombardment  was  extremely  violent  all 
day,  twice  driving  the  grading  party  off  its  work  and  eventually, 
after  infliction  of  a  number  of  casualties,  forcing  it  to  discontinue 
operations.  According  to  unofficial  reports  our  troops  are  now  beyond 
Vindictive  Cross  Roads  and  in  occupation  of  Void  and  Venture 
Farms. 

Due  to  recent  rains  which  have  made  the  Lekkerboterbeek  and 
Padebeek  more  impassable  than  ever,  the  1st  Imperial  Division  further 
north  has  been  unable  to  progress.  Ypres  came  in  for  its  usual  iron 
ration  and  shells  are  still  arriving.  The  O.C.  left  for  the  First  Army 
School,  Hardelot,  Captain  Weatherbe  assuming  command  of  the 
Company.  Old  Butterfly  was  kicked  by  a  wretched  mule  and  evacua¬ 
ted.  Russia  has  asked  Germany  for  a  separate  peace. 

17th  November,  1917 

Late  on  Saturday  night  a  shell  hit  one  of  the  big  cauldrons  in  the 
soap  factory,  making  an  ungodly  racket  and  putting  the  wind  up  sleep¬ 
ers  in  an  adjoining  compartment  but  otherwise  doing  no  harm. 
The  place  is  little  more  than  a  pile  of  bricks  and  wrecked  machinery 
at  best. 

The  11th  was  alternately  fine  and  showery.  Lieutenant  Bull, 
with  20  N.C.O’s  and  sappers  of  No.  2  Section,  left  Ypres  in  time  to 
meet  50  Pioneers  of  the  107th  Battalion  at  4.30  a.m.,  near  Spree  Farm 
As  the  party  was  proceeding  thence  along  the  trail  to  Beecham  it  was 
heavily  shelled.  Sapper  Coope  O.D.  and  a  pioneer  were  instantly 
killed.  Sergeant  Winning,  one  of  the  finest  types  of  N.C.O.  the  Com- 
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pany  has  ever  had,  was  hit  in  the  spine  and  abdomen,  dying  shortly 
afterwards.  Sapper  Groves,  H.  received  a  splinter  in  the  head. 
Three  other  pioneers  also  became  casualties.  Grading  was  carried 
forward  in  the  direction  of  Seine.  Winning  is  said  to  have  had  a 
presentiment,  on  Saturday  night,  that  he  was  for  it  the  next  time  he 


1.  Sergeant  Winning,  A.,  M.M. 

2.  Sapper  Coope,  O.D. 


went  up  the  line.  Both  artilleries  continued  active  though  our  fire 
was  below  normal. 

Ypres  was  shelled  systematically  all  day.  Eieut-Colonel  Malcolm 
who  had  just  been  appointed  C.R.E.  4th  Canadian  Division,  visited 
his  old  company.  Major  Chippendale,  O.C.  202nd  Field  Company 
R.E.,  reported  with  one  of  his  subalterns,  Lieutenant  Aldred,  prepara¬ 
tory  to  taking  over.  His  company  with  the  200th  and  201st  belong 
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to  the  30th  Division.  The  1st  Canadian  Division  drew  back  its  left 
flank  behind  Vocation  and  Virtue  Farms. 

A  heavy  bombardment  opened  before  dawn  on  the  12th.  Infan¬ 
try  detailed  to  report  to  the  Company  assembled  in  Potijze  at  6.00  a.m. 
and  marched  to  Seine  Cross  Roads,  whence  repairs  were  started  on 
the  road  to  Zonnebeke  Station  at  present  fit  only  for  pack  mule  traffic. 
The  weather  was  fine  and  bright.  Lieutenant  Aldred  accompanied 
the  detachment.  Sapper  Hookstra  was  wounded  while  at  work. 
Coming  out  along  H  track,  the  party  was  bombed  by  a  hostile  plane 
and  suffered  numerous  casualties;  Sapper  Hart,  H.,  together  with 
several  infantry  O.R.  being  wounded,  and  a  few  of  the  latter 
killed.  Lieutenant  Balfour  proceeded  on  leave.  Sections  1  and 
2  marched  to  Vlamertinghe  vacating  their  billets  to  two  sections  of 
the  202nd  Field  Company  which  arrived  under  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Fisher 
and  his  O.C.  At  night  the  1st  and  2nd  Canadian  Divisions  were 
relieved  by  the  3rd  and  4th;  the  32nd  Division  at  the  same  time  tak¬ 
ing  over  from  the  1st  Imperials  south-east  of  Poelcappelle. 

The  usual  morning  hate  next  day  was  more  than  usually  severe. 
As  on  the  12th,  the  weather  was  fine  and  sunny.  Lieutenants  Adam 
and  Fisher,  each  with  15  sappers  from  his  own  company  and  a  King’s 
Royal  Rifle  detachment,  continued  work  on  the  Seine-Zonnebeke 
Road.  Low  flying  enemy  aircraft  attempted  to  disperse  the  party 
after  it  had  been  at  work  some  time  by  dropping  bombs,  all  of  which, 
fortunately,  buried  themselves  in  soft  mud  and  failed  to  explode. 
Poor  old  battered  Ypres  was  again  the  target  for  an  enormous  number 
of  big  calibre  shells,  several  of  which  hit  close  to  No.  4  Section’s 
billets.  During  the  afternoon,  Lieutenants  Bull  and  Emrey  visited 
the  Bluff  where  many  of  the  dugouts  built  by  the  Company  in  June 
1916  were  found  to  be  still  intact.  On  conclusion  of  tasks,  the  202nd 
Field  Company  took  over  all  work  for  which  the  6th  had  been  res¬ 
ponsible.  About  dusk  a  sudden  outburst  of  hostile  gunfire  in  the 
direction  of  Passchendaele,  under  cover  of  which  the  enemy’s  storm 
troops  unsuccessfully  attempted  to  recapture  the  Ridge,  caused  un¬ 
easiness.  An  officer  of  the  Company  detailed  to  report  at  4th  Brigade 
Headquarters  had  difficulty  in  ferreting  out  the  staff  which  had  gone 
to  earth  under  ruins  of  the  White  Chateau  off  Menin  Road. 

Despite  heavy  fog  before  sunrise  on  the  14th,  the  artillery  duel 
was  resumed  with  undiminished  vehemence. 

At  8.15  a.m.,  Company  transport  and  cyclists,  with  unmounted 
details  from  Sections  1  and  2,  joined  the  4th  Brigade  Column  and 
marched  to  Hondeghem.  Lieutenant  Weldon  went  on  ahead  and 
secured  billets, 
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At  10.00  a.m.,  next  day,  in  bright  sunshine,  sections  of  all  three 
2nd  Canadian  Division  field  companies  remaining  in  Ypres,  embussed 
at  the  south  end  of  the  Asylum-Kruisstraat  Road,  and  moved,  via 
Dickebusch,  LaClytte,  Loere,  Bailleul  and  St.  Venant,  to  Robecq. 
Transport  arrived  late  in  the  afternoon.  At  night  windows  in  cot¬ 
tages  where  the  Company  was  billetted  shook  from  vibration  of  guns 
in  action  twenty  miles  away,  although  no  reports  were  audible. 

Yesterday  was  cloudy  but  fine.  The  move  was  resumed  to 
Labeuvriere  via  Chocques;  dismounted  sections  travelling  by  lorry, 
and  transport  with  cyclists  and  details  for  dragropes  found  from  Sec¬ 
tions  3  and  4. 

To-day  opened  with  a  dense  mist  which  did  not  lift  until  11.00  a.m. 
Lieutenant  Emrey  with  16  cyclists  rode  to  la  Targette  via  Bethune 
and  Aix-Noulette,  in  order  to  recover  billets  turned  over  to  the  477th 
Field  Company  exactly  a  month  ago.  Remainder  proceeded  to  Mais- 
nil  Bouche,  travelling  in  the  same  manner  as  yesterday. 

The  48th  Division  is  moving  out,  en  route,  it  is  said,  to  Italy 
where  the  stand  made  by  our  Allies  on  the  Piave  seems,  at  last,  to 
have  ended  their  opponents’  drive. 

Three  days  motor  jaunt  over  quiet  Flemish  backroads  has  proved 
an  effective  tonic  for  nerves  beginning  to  wear  thin  through  almost 
continuous  shock  from  bursting  high  explosive  and  too  close  contact 
with  the  Salient’s  depressing  desolation. 

24th  November,  1917 

Canadian  Corps  on  the  18th,  following  relief  of  its  3rd  and  4th 
Divisions  by  the  8th  and  33rd,  relinquished  command  at  Ypres  to 
the  VIII  Corps,  and  resumed  control  opposite  Lens  on  the  22nd. 

The  2nd  Canadian  Division  staff  moved  to  Chateau  d’Acq,  and 
that  of  the  C.R.E.  to  Fort  George.  The  6th  Brigade  had  already 
taken  over  the  Chaudiere-Mericourt  Sector  with  Headquarters  in 
Thelus  Cave;  the  5th  being  in  support  behind  the  ridge  and  the  4th 
in  reserve  at  Mont  St.  Floy.  The  4th  and  5th  Field  Companies 
became  responsible  for  work  in  front  and  intermediate  areas  and  the 
6th  that  in  rear.  Weather  was  clear  but  cloudy.  Lieutenant  Adam 
with  No.  3  Section  marched  to  Villers  au  Bois  for  the  purpose  of  carry¬ 
ing  out  an  extensive  billetting  construction  programme.  Remainder 
of  the  Company  moved  to  its  former  quarters  at  la  Targette  which 
outgoing  tenants  had  much  improved.  The  A/O.C.  and  Lieutenant 
Emrey  interviewed  the  5th  Brigade  staff  at  Fort  George  and  arranged 
a  schedule  of  work.  After  the  hectic  activity  about  Ypres,  familiar 
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highways  and  byways  east  of  Mont  St.  Eloy  seemed  extraordinarily 
quiet  and  deserted. 

In  taking  over  from  the  48th,  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  fell  heir 
to  three  new,  partly  constructed  camps  in  Neuville  St.  Vaast, — Hanson, 
Hills  and  Cellars.  Each,  capable  of  accommodating  a  battalion  of 
the  brigade  in  support,  consists  of  a  group  of  Nissen  bow  and  paroid- 
covered  frame  huts  laid  out  symmetrically  about  a  barrack  square 
after  the  approved  Aldershot  plan.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to 
take  advantage  of  embankments,  sunken  roads,  walls,  hedges  or  other 
topographical  features  which  might  have  been  utilized  for  concealment 
or  to  minimize  effect  of  hostile  bombing  or  shell  fire. 

Lieutenant  C.  E.  Fraser  was  posted  to  the  Company  and  reported 
for  duty  on  the  19th.  No.  1  Section  was  detailed  to  work  on  Cellars 
Camp  and  No.  4  on  Hanson  Camp.  At  a  conference  with  the  C.R.E. 
of  Os.  C.  field  companies  and  pioneers,  announcement  was  made 
that  the  divisional  front  would  shortly  be  extended  and  divided  into 
three  sectors,  each  held  by  a  brigade,  with  the  field  company  corres¬ 
ponding  to  its  numerical  designation  responsible  for  all  works  within 
the  limits  of  its  jurisdiction. 

A  drizzling  rain  fell  on  the  20th.  Section  2  under  Lieutenant 
Bull  moved  to  Chateau  d’Acq  for  work  on  Divisional  headquarters. 
The  4th  Field  Company  became  responsible  for  completion  of  Hanson 
Camp.  Lieutenant  Emrey  with  Section  4  started  erecting  additional 
huts  for  5th  Brigade  transport  lines  alongside  the  la  Targette 
Road.  Section  1  carried  on  at  Cellars  Camp  and  took  over  work  on 
Hills  Camp  in  addition. 

Rain  continued  on  and  off  throughout  the  night  and  following 
day.  A  heavy  bombardment  broke  out  at  dawn  in  the  direction  of 
Lens.  Lieutenants  Emrey  and  Fraser  went  over  the  ridge  with  in¬ 
structions  to  scout  for  suitable  advanced  billets  beyond  the  railway. 
Improvements  were  made  to  the  officers’  mess,  oiled  linen  being 
replaced  with  glass  in  windows  and  erection  of  a  tiled  fireplace  begun. 

Weather  remained  unsettled  on  the  22nd.  The  A/O.C.  rode  to 
Haute  Avesnes  and  arranged  with  the  182nd  Tunnelling  Company  to 
take  over  some  old  gun  pits  in  Hayter  Trench  which  it  had  been 
occupying.  As  he  was  about  to  leave  a  runner  arrived  from  signals 
with  the  astounding  report  that  British  cavalry  had  entered  Cambrai. 
Naturally  it  was  received  with  incredulity. 

Yesterday  was  fine,  sunny  and  mild.  A  detachment  of  Section  4 
sappers  moved  to  Hayter  gun  pits;  our  trench  mortar  in  Billie  Burke 
fired  15  rounds,  eliciting  some  scattered  shelling  in  reply.  Pioneers 
assisted  No.  1  Section  with  the  erection  of  kitchen,  oven  and  shelters 
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at  Cellars  Camp.  Lieutenant  Weldon  reconnoitred  the  rear  area 
for  ammunition  dump  sites  having  natural  cover.  Lieutenant  Fraser 
took  over  work  on  5th  Brigade  transport  lines.  Fourteen  reinforce¬ 
ments  reported,  seven  being  posted  to  each  of  Sections  1  and  2. 
Corporal  Sutherland,  N.  C.,  was  appointed  acting  sergeant  and  posted 
to  Section  2. 

To-day  has  been  overcast  with  a  sprinkling  of  rain  and  wind, 
increasing  to  a  gale  in  the  afternoon.  Section  2  worked  on  6th 
Brigade  horse  lines  near  Fort  George.  Lieutenant  Emrey  with  more 
of  Section  4  moved  to  advanced  billets.  Lieutenant  Adam  is  still  at 
Villers  au  Bois  with  Section  3,  and  Lieutenant  Bull,  with  a  number  of 
carpenters,  at  Chateau  d’Acq.  Both  have  made  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  in  huts  and  other  buildings  occupied  as  billets.  Hostile 
artillery,  searching  for  our  trench  mortar  emplacement,  slightly 
damaged  the  front  line  near  its  junction  with  Betty. 

The  news  of  General  Byng’s  surprise  attack  in  the  direction  of 
Cambrai  has  been  confirmed.  It  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  achievements  of  the  war.  His  advance,  in  which  tanks 
made  an  eight  mile  breach  in  the  Hindenberg  line  through  which 
cavalry  and  infantry  poured,  has  now  slowed  up  after  reaching  the 
line  Villers  Guislain-Bois  Lateau-Masnieres-Noyelles-Fontaine  Notre 
Dame-Bourlon-Moeuvres-Lagnicourt.  A  subsidiary  attack  netted 
more  of  the  Hindenberg  support  at  Bullecourt. 

Since  the  fighting  at  Ypres  began  on  July  31st  to  date  the  British 
have  taken  24,000  prisoners  of  which  the  Canadian  Corps’  share  is 
1,200. 

In  spite  of  Russia’s  utter  collapse,  and  consequent  release  of 
German  and  Austrian  troops  from  the  Eastern  Front,  it  is  believed 
the  Italians  will  be  able  to  hold  out  until  a  good  defensive  position  is 
found. 

1st  December,  1917 

The  week  opened  with  sunshine  and  a  cold  wind,  which  was 
accompanied  in  the  afternoon  by  flurries  of  snow.  Enemy  planes 
patrolled  our  front  without  opposition. 

The  26th  was  cold  and  cloudy.  Hostile  activity  was  practically 
nil.  Sappers  took  over  custody  of  Victoria  dump  from  the  Pioneers. 
Major  the  Hon.  Francis  Grosvenor,  Brigade  Major  of  the  6th  Canadian 
Infantry  Brigade,  made  a  tour  of  inspection  through  the  trenches  with 
the  A/O.C.  I  he  late  48th  Division  garrison  had  adopted  a  policy 
of  holding  the  front  line  by  a  series  of  widely  separated  posts,  con¬ 
structed  rigidly  in  accordance  with  a  standard  pattern.  Each  was 
completely  wired  in,  covered  over  with  chicken  wire  fencing  as  a 
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protection  against  bombs,  provided  with  a  block  at  either  end,  and 
as  a  slight  variation  in  the  existing  system  of  trench  nomenclature, 
given  a  name  selected  from  the  Racing  Calendar.  Unfortunately, 
aerial  photographs  set  out,  against  a  background  of  newly  excavated 
chalk,  the  startling  and  uncompromising  rectangularity  with  which 
the  work  had  been  carried  out.  Whether  or  not  the  enemy  took  undue 
advantage  of  such  conditions  the  system  was  abandoned  when 
the  2nd  Canadian  Division  took  over.  Other  plans  for  improving 
front  line  defence  were  discussed  and  approved  next  day  at  a  conference 
of  battalion  commanders  with  the  Brigade  staff.  They  contemplate 
utilizing  the  garrison  to  sink  a  series  of  inclined  shafts  under  the 
parapet  at  100  yd.  intervals,  each  having  a  right  angled  turn  and 
chamber  6  feet  long  at  the  bottom.  The  object  aimed  at  is  to  provide 
numerous  small  shelters  to  which  all  except  sentries  can  retire  in  case 
hostile  gunfire  becomes  too  intense,  and  from  which  occupants  can 
emerge  more  quickly,  when  the  barrage  lifts,  than  from  a  few  large 
dugouts.  Incidentally,  protection  from  adverse  weather  conditions 
will  reduce  discomforts  of  trench  life  in  winter. 

Changes  forecasted  on  the  19th  having  gone  into  effect,  the  Com¬ 
pany  became  responsible,  on  the  27th,  for  all  work,  front  and  rear,  in 
the  Chaudiere  Sector.  This  included  construction  in  progress  or 
projected  at  Rispin  Camp,  Villers  au  Bois,  battalion  transport  lines, 
Hills  Camp,  Fort  George,  Machine  Gun  Fort,  besides  whatever  is 
required  east  of  the  ridge.  One  company  of  pioneers  has  been  de¬ 
tailed  to  carry  out,  under  its  own  officer,  such  improvements  to  com¬ 
munication  trenches  as  the  field  company  commander  may  direct. 
Brigade  has  undertaken  to  supply  200  men  daily  from  battalions  in 
rear,  besides  as  many  from  front  and  support  line  garrisons  as  may  be 
available. 

Lieutenant  Weldon  moved  to  forward  billets.  The  day  was  fine. 
Despite  strong  wind,  hostle  aircraft  flew  over  our  lines.  Artillery 
fire  was  normal.  Infantry  scouts  at  night  reported  enemy  patrols 
active  in  No  Man’s  Land.  One  of  ours  from  the  5th  Brigade  had  a 
corporal  killed.  Teddie  Gerrard  was  shelled. 

The  sun  came  out  on  the  28th.  A  permanent  work  party  re¬ 
ported  to  Section  4.  Villers  and  Sunbeam  Camps  were  turned  over 
to  the  4th  and  5th  Field  Companies  to  finish.  Clouds  at  night  ob¬ 
scured  the  intense  brilliance  of  a  full  moon.  At  10.00  p.m.,  a  sudden 
outburst  of  artillery  and  trench  mortar  fire  broke  out  away  on  our 
left,  accompanied  by  a  wonderful  display  of  red-blue  and  red-green 
flares.  The  enemy  before  dawn  attempted  to  raid  the  14th  Battalion 
north  of  Lens,  it  was  later  reported,  tut  failed  to  secure  identific- 
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ations  and  lost  heavily  himself.  Our  own  front  remained  quiet. 
Section  4  worked  in  Betty  and  Teddie  Gerrard,  and  Section  1  in  Hay- 
ter  and  the  front  line. 

Weather  on  the  29th  remained  fine.  Hostile  artillery  registered 
on  most  of  our  trenches  where  parties  were  at  work;  particularly  on 
Doris  Keane,  Hayter  and  Teddie  Gerrard.  East  night  a  strong  work 
party  from  the  29th  Battalion,  in  bright  moonlight,  completed  digging 
through  the  close  support  trench  to  a  junction  with  Betty.  The 
men,  nearly  all  old  hands,  made  short  work  of  their  tasks. 

To-day  the  A/ O.C.  was  sworn  in  as  Deputy  Returning  Officer  for 
Dominion  Elections  and  C.O.M.S.  Spriggs  as  Polling  Clerk.  Ser- 


Company  Billets,  la  Targette 


geant  Wilton  volunteered  to  act  as  scrutineer  for  the  Government, 
but  no  one  appeared  to  represent  the  Opposition. 

Following  yesterday’s  conference  of  Brigade  and  Divisional 
staffs,  at  which  Lieutenant  Adam  represented  the  Company,  Section 
3  started  moving  Rispin  Camp.  Nissen  huts  are  being  dismantled 
and  re-erected,  but  the  big  Adrian  hut  is  to  be  cut  in  sections  which 
can  be  skidded  bodily  over  to  the  new  site.  Company  tinsmiths  are 
making  stove  pipe  elbows  for  all  units  in  the  Brigade.  Lieutenant 
Bull  has  been  seconded  to  the  C.R.E.  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant. 
Lieutenant  Balfour,  on  returning  from  leave,  joined  his  section  in 
Hayter  gun  pits.  Section  2  returned  from  Chateau  d’Acq. 

Just  before  sundown  this  evening  two  hostile  planes  flew  low 
over  our  trenches.  At  7.00  p.m.,  the  enemy  suddenly  boxed  in  the 
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front  line  with  a  barrage  and  tried  to  rush  an  outpost  in  front  of 
Betty.  He  failed  to  reach  our  lines  and  retired,  carrying  off  two  of  his 
own  wounded  and  leaving  a  brace  of  prisoners  behind.  One  ,of  No.  4 
Section’s  27th  Battalion  work  party  was  killed  by  shell  fire  as  were 
several  of  the  28th  Battalion  garrison.  Sappers  of  No.  1  Section  who 
are  supervising  the  construction  of  inclined  shafts  in  the  front  line 
appear  to  have  escaped.  Conditions  are  now  normal.  A  fine  rain 
has  commenced  to  fall.  Except  for  this,  weather  throughout  the  week 
has  remained  dry,  though  the  sky  has  been  mostly  clouded  over  since 
Thursday. 

The  situation  of  the  Third  Army  front,  where  the  enemy,  yes¬ 
terday,  broke  through  the  Cambrai  Salient  along  its  southern  flank, 
is  causing  anxiety. 

8th  December,  1917 

Exceptional  atmospheric  transparency  on  the  2nd  brought  out 
every  detail  of  the  landscape  in  sharp  definition.  A  youngster  in 
flying  kit  dropped  in,  almost  literally,  to  breakfast  at  the  officers’ 
mess;  his  R.E.  8  having  developed  engine  trouble  and  broken  a  pro¬ 
peller  in  landing.  Section  2  voted,  paraded  to  Berthonval  Farm  for 
a  bath,  and  in  the  afternoon  worked  on  battalion  transport  lines  and 
at  Machine  Gun  Fort.  Remainder  of  Sections  1  and  4  moved  up 
to  the  trenches.  There  was  a  sharp  frost  last  night. 

The  3rd  was  fine  and  cold.  Lieutenant  Emrey  relieved  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Adam  at  Villers  au  Bois.  Lieutenant  Fraser  and  Sergeant 
Sutherland  went  over  work  in  the  forward  area.  Corporal  Gill  and 
Sapper  Webster  started  a  survey  of  all  dugouts  behind  the  railway 
embankment  to  ascertain  their  capacity.  The  A/O.C.  attended  a 
conference  with  the  Brigade  Commander,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bell 
and  Brigade  Major  on  the  Defence  Scheme.  Barring  scattered 
shelling,  the  day  was  quiet. 

Lieutenants  Weldon  and  Balfour  were  detailed  to  examine  and 
report  on  condition  of  our  wire  in  No  Man’s  Land.  While  so  engaged 
a  patrol  from  the  28th  Battalion  over  near  the  Elms  on  Hull  Road, 
was  surprised  and  attacked  from  behind  by  occupants  of  a  hostile 
listening  post.  Five  out  of  six  of  the  detachment  immediately  became 
casualties,  two  of  the  wounded  being  pounced  on  and  made  prisoners. 
One  of  these,  though  his  arm  is  said  to  have  been  twisted  until  it 
broke,  refused  to  budge.  The  other,  whose  leg  had  been  fractured, 
was  being  dragged  off  when  a  bullet  from  the  unwounded  survivor  of 
our  patrol  dropped  his  captor  and  the  rest  made  off.  All  of  our 
men  returned. 
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The  4th  was  fine  and  cold,  with  intervals  of  weak  sunshine. 
Mercury  remained  below  freezing  point  all  day.  Brigade,  on  the 
Company’s  advice,  decided  to  dismantle  all  defended  localities  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  front  line  by  our  predecessors.  Three  more  of  the  new 
timbered  funk  holes  were  started.  Hits  were  made  on  a  railway  under¬ 
crossing,  near  advanced  billets,  which  the  enemy  apparently  uses 
to  determine  calibration  correction  for  his  heavies.  About  7.00  p.m., 
bombs  were  dropped  near  the  hangars  in  front  of  Mont  St.  Eloy, 
killing  some  Chinese  labourers  billetted  alongside. 

The  5th  was  clear  and  bitterly  cold.  Fire  steps  were  cut  in 
the  new  close  support.  Hostile  activity  was  normal.  Ecoivres 
was  bombed  at  night.  Strong  infantry  patrols  with  Lewis  guns 
combed  No  Man’s  Land  without  meeting  the  enemy.  A  half  moon 
rose  about  midnight.  There  was  a  skim  of  ice  in  water  jugs  next 
morning.  Nos.  2  and  3  Sections  under  Lieutenants  Fraser  and  Adam 
relieved  the  other  two  on  trench  work.  Half  of  No.  4  moved  right 
back  to  Villers  au  Bois.  Garrisons  of  front  and  support  line  were 
busy  all  night  putting  out  wire  so  that  little  labour  was  available 
elsewhere.  An  enemy  searchlight  operated  from  Billy. 

Yesterday  was  fine  with  intervals  of  sunshine.  Captain  Rex 
Calvin,  of  the  1st  Field  Company,  visited  his  old  unit.  Lieutenant 
Emrey  and  a  mounted  escort  rode  to  Bethune  with  the  object  of 
hunting  up  Christmas  turkeys.  Towards  their  purchase  a  donation 
of  £18  has  been  received  from  the  training  depot  in  England.  The 
enemy  happened  to  have  picked  the  day  to  drop  shells  in  the  town 
itself  and  along  the  road  between  it  and  Noeux-les-Mines.  A  tele¬ 
phone  was  installed  in  the  orderly  room.  One  of  our  planes  crashed 
behind  Mericourt.  Infantry  patrols  report  finding  seventy  dummies 
in  Gaby  trench. 

Weather  to-day  has  been  mild.  Lieutenant  Billy  Goodwin,  who 
has  been  appointed  instructor  at  Seaford,  paid  a  parting  visit  to  his 
old  company.  Work  in  progress  this  date  includes:  Finishing 
touches  to  Rispin  Camp;  erection  of  huts,  fourteen  of  which  are  in 
various  stages  of  completion,  for  personnel  of  the  6th  Brigade 
transport;  extension  of  Company  billets  in  Hay  ter  trench;  setting 
up  elephant  shelters  in  Doris  Keane  for  use  as  a  coffee  stall  by  the 
Chaplain  Services;  draining,  revetting  and  construction  of  fire  bays 
in  Teddie  Gerrard,  Doris  Keane  and  Actress;  cutting  fire  steps  in  the 
support  trench,  and  sinking  shafts  under  the  front  line  parapet. 
Starting  tonight,  Section  3  will  also  be  responsible  for  wiring  in 
front  of  Teddie  Gerrard,  for  which  purpose  a  party  of  fifty  O.R.  from 
the  29th  Battalion  under  Lieutenant  Thom  has  been  sent  out  from 
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Villers  au  Bois  to  Victoria  Dump  by  light  railway.  The  enemy 
had  two  balloons  up  at  6.00  p.m.,  and  may  have  seen  the  train,  as  he 
has  since  been  pitching  gas  shells  over  on  to  our  lines  of  communica¬ 
tion  in  front  of  Chaudiere.  So  far  only  a  single  casualty  has  been 
reported  and  that,  by  one  of  war’s  little  ironies,  is  the  gas  guard  at  our 
forward  billets.  Quis  custodiet  ipos  custodesf 

1  he  Cambrai  show  has  resulted  in  a  net  British  gain  of  some 
thousands  of  prisoners,  half  a  hundred  guns  and  nine  square  miles 
of  territory.  This  last  includes  Welsh  Ridge,  Ribecourt,  Flesquieres 
and  Havrincourt.  On  the  other  hand,  the  enemy  still  retains  Gonne- 
lieu  and  Villers-Guislain  which  he  over-ran  on  the  30th  of  last  month 
before  the  Guards  Division  stopped  his  rush. 

Lieutenant  J.  Gordon  Laing,  of  the  3rd  Canadian  Machine  Gun 
Company,  formerly  with  Section  4,  is  reported  to  have  been  killed 
near  Ypres  on  10th  November. 

15th  December,  1917 

At  1.30  a.m.,  on  the  9th,  the  enemy  put  down  a  heavy  barrage 
and  attempted,  under  cover  of  intense  darkness,  to  raid  our  front 
line.  His  pioneers  succeeded  in  cutting  through  some  outer  wire 
and  were  engaged  on  an  inner  belt  when  discovered  by  sentries  in 
a  listening  post.  Lewis  guns,  at  the  head  of  Betty  and  in  the  Sap, 
at  once  swept  the  locality  with  converging  fire.  One  big  German 
got  through  to  the  trench  where  Sappers  Cuthill  and  Prosser  were 
working,  and  threw  up  his  hands.  Two  of  his  companions,  after 
crawling  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  Sap  without  being  wounded, 
were  captured.  A  patrol  later  went  out  and  brought  in  three  others 
who  had  been  hit  by  bullets.  A  31st  Battalion  carrying  party  bring¬ 
ing  up  material,  with  Sappers  Frost  and  Taylor,  got  caught  in  the 
open  between  front  and  support  lines,  when  the  enemy’s  barrage 
dropped,  and  lost  two  men.  The  remainder  took  refuge  in  a  dugout 
entrance  off  Betty  on  which  other  sappers  had  just  started  work. 
Altogether  our  infantry  had  nine  casualties.  Prisoners  said  the  raid 
was  carried  out  by  three  groups,  each  consisting  of  an  officer  and  fifteen 
rank  and  file.  Work  parties  stood  to  during  the  strafe. 

Rain  commenced  to  fall  after  daylight.  A  conference  of  field 
company  commanders  was  held  at  C.R.E.  headquarters  to  discuss 
construction  of  emplacements  with  the  O.C.  Toe  Emmas.  A  dis¬ 
quieting  report  that  the  City  of  Halifax  had  been  wrecked  by  the 
explosion  of  a  ship  loaded  with  munitions  was  given  out. 

The  31st  Battalion  took  over  the  front  line  from  the  27th  on  the 
10th,  the  28th  moving  up  into  close  support.  Company  officers 
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made  a  careful  inspection  of  all  work  in  progress.  Wire  in  front  of 
Billie  Burke  on  our  extreme  right  is  still  sketchy.  The  railway  em¬ 
bankment  and  subway  came  in  for  some  shelling.  After  sundown  a 
cold  mist  began  to  settle  over  the  whole  area  east  of  Vimy  Ridge. 
Between  dusk  and  dark  an  inquisitive  hostile  plane  kept  shuttling 
back  and  forth  over  our  front  line.  Later,  the  throbbing  hum  of  our 
bombers  could  be  heard  overhead,  and  their  subsequent  course  in  the 
direction  of  Harnes  was  marked  by  the  ascent  of  golden  chain  flares. 
A  succession  of  crumps,  far  away  behind  and  to  the  south  of  Targette, 
indicated  similar  activity  on  the  part  of  enemy  night  fliers.  At 
midnight,  the  31st  Battalion  sent  out  a  patrol  consisting  of  an  officer 
and  ten  O.R.  All  but  two  of  the  lot  failed  to  return;  so  the  enemy,  it 
is  presumed,  has  at  last  secured  his  identifications. 

Taking  advantage  of  a  late  rising  moon  on  the  11th,  No.  3 
Section’s  party  from  the  29th,  between  4.00  a.m.,  and  dawn,  continued 
wiring  in  front  of  Teddie.  Sappers  of  Section  4  erected  gas  proof 
curtains  over  machine  gun  dugouts  and  started  enlarging  Funk  Hole 
No.  11  for  conversion  into  an  infantry  company  headquarters.  Lance 
Corporals  Heath  and  Tyson,  who  are  being  assisted  by  battalion 
tinsmiths,  reported  completion  of  thirteen  Canada  stoves,  ten  oil 
drum  stoves,  133  lengths  of  4-inch  stove  pipe  and  sixty  elbows. 
Weather  remained  dull  and  raw  all  day.  In  inky  darkness  intensified 
by  a  heavy  mist,  31st  Battalion  scouts  penetrated  No  Man’s  Land  as 
far  as  the  enemy’s  wire  without  meeting  opposition  or  finding  any 
trace  of  their  missing  comrades. 

The  29th  Battalion’s  early  morning  wiring  party,  working  under 
the  supervision  of  Corporal  Spruit  and  other  N.C.O’s.,  and  sappers 
of  Section  3,  on  the  12th,  was  heavily  shelled,  two  O.R.  being  killed 
and  four  wounded.  During  the  day,  which  was  dull  and  mild,  the 
Corps  Commander  and  his  Chief  Engineer  made  a  tour  of  the  trenches. 
A  heavy  bombardment  starting  after  dark  on  our  left,  continued,  with 
few  interruptions,  all  night.  Work  parties  in  the  front  line  stood  to 
from  8.00  p.m.,  to  9.15.  One  hundred  men  from  the  29th  Battalion 
put  out  wire  in  front  of  Doris  Keane  between  5  and  7.00  a.m.,  on  the 
13th.  Section  4  sent  an  N.C.O.  to  supervise  the  dismantling  of  an 
Adrian  Hut  at  Bouvigny.  Taking  advantage  of  exceptionally  low 
visibility,  a  detachment  of  the  27th  was  sent  out  during  the  afternoon 
to  work  above  ground  on  Teddie  Gerrard.  On  the  return  of 
Colonel  Osier  from  leave,  Major  Smith  of  the  4th  relinquished 
the  duties  of  Acting  C.R.E.  Preparatory  to  forthcoming  relief 
of  the  Division,  Captain  Shaw  and  Lieutenant  Scott,  respect¬ 
ively  Adjutant  and  Assistant  Adjutant  of  the  3rd  Divisional  Engin- 
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eers,  called  at  Company  headquarters  for  information  regarding 
work  in  progress. 

Following  a  cold,  wet  moonless  night,  weather  yesterday  remained 
thick  and  raw  all  day.  Thousands  of  starlings  flew  over  the  area 
in  dense  flocks.  Lieutenant  Art  Pope,  formerly  of  No.  2  Section,  and 
now  pilot  with  the  R.E.  8s  stationed  near  Aubigny,  lunched  at  the 
officers’  mess.  He  made  a  sporting  offer,  which  was  accepted,  to 
take  the  A/ O.C.  for  a  joy  ride  over  the  enemy’s  lines.  Wiring  of 
Doris  Keane  by  morning  and  evening  parties  from  the  29th  and  27th 
Battalions  was  continued.  Due  to  extreme  darkness  last  night  little 
progress  was  made  except  by  sappers  and  a  few  infantry  sufficiently 
experienced  in  the  work  to  carry  on  by  sense  of  touch. 

To-day,  for  a  change,  has  been  fine  and  bright.  The  29th  Bat¬ 
talion  party  wired  200  yds.  of  trench  before  daylight.  Section  1 
paraded  at  8.30  a.m.,  and  moved  to  Estree  Cauchie.  It  was  followed 
later  by  Section  4  from  Villers  au  Bois.  Both  were  set  to  work  by  the 
C.R.E.  erecting  Nissen  huts  and  repairing  an  Adrian  hut.  Pioneers 
took  over  completion  of  Rispin  Camp.  The  enemy’s  planes  were 
active  and  his  gunners  pitched  over  a  lot  of  gas  shells.  Due  to  slack¬ 
ness  on  the  part  of  its  own  officers  in  not  keeping  their  men,  literally 
as  well  as  figuratively,  up  to  scratch,  work  of  the  wiring  party  which 
went  forward  late  this  afternoon  is  reported  by  Section  3  to  have 
been  anything  but  satisfactory. 

On  the  11th  instant  General  Allenby  entered  Jerusalem  at  the 
head  of  his  valiant  crusaders. 

22nd  December,  1917 

The  big  dugout  in  Hayter  Trench  was  finished  on  the  16th.  A 
fire  in  the  officers  quarters  nearby  destroyed  a  lot  of  correspondence. 
Its  loss  is  unlikely  to  affect  the  war’s  duration.  Progress  was  made 
towards  getting  all  dugouts  gas  proofed.  Bunks  for  three  officers 
were  erected  in  Funk  Hole  No.  11.  A  report  on  the  condition  of 
concrete  gun  emplacements  built  by  the  enemy  was  prepared. 

Snow  fell  early  on  the  17th.  The  O.C.  returned  from  First 
Army  School  on  crutches;  too  strenuous  hockey  having  resulted  in  a 
fracture  of  the  ankle.  Orders  were  received  that  relief  had  been 
postponed  and  that  work  at  Estree  Cauchie  was  to  be  rushed.  Funk 
Holes  Nos.  1,  2  and  7  in  the  front  line  were  finished. 

The  18th  was  clear  and  cold.  The  ridge  was  hardly  recognizable 
with  its  scars  concealed  under  a  mantle  of  immaculate  snow.  Cor¬ 
poral  Hazelden  reported  on  condition  of  wire  in  front  of  Petit  Vimy. 
A  party  under  Section  2  collected  all  available  screw  stakes  and  set 
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them  out  in  front  of  Teddie  Gerrard  to  prevent  wiring  being  held  up 
by  frost.  At  6.30  p.m.,  the  enemy  laid  down  a  heavy  barrage  to 
mask  an  attempted  raid  on  the  3rd  Battalion  at  Avion.  Parties, 
carrying  up  materials  and  wiring,  suspended  operations  and  stood  to. 

Weather  remained  cold  throughout  the  19th.  No.  3  Funk  Hole 
was  completed  as  was  the  last  of  seven  huts  at  battalion  transport 
lines.  Sections  1  and  4  finished  flooring  the  Adrian  hut  at  Estree 
Cauchie,  but  were  ordered  to  dismantle  the  five  Nissen  huts  that  they 
just  erected.  The  staff  guessed  wrong  the  first  time.  Major  Ellis 
was  evacuated  to  the  Casualty  Clearing  Station  and  thence  to  Eng¬ 
land.  Two  sections  of  the  11th  Field  Company,  under  Lieutenants 
Ferguson  and  Miller,  arrived  and  proceeded  to  advanced  billets 
to  take  over  work  from  the  5th  and  6th.  Lieutenant  Hay  remained 
at  Company  headquarters  and  was  joined  later  by  his  O.C.,  Major 
Trotter,  and  Lieutenant  Hills.  Lieutenant  Adam,  with  half  of 
Sections  2  and  3,  returned  to  rear  billets.  Gas  alarm  precautions 
were  put  into  effect  at  night  when  the  enemy  started  drenching  the 
area  on  our  left  with  poison. 

The  whole  country  was  wrapped  so  thickly  in  cold  fog  on  the 
20th  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  beyond  a  radius  of  one  or  two 
hundred  yards  all  day.  Section  2  finished  Funk  Holes  4,  8  and  9  in 
the  front  line,  leaving  only  two  or  three  of  the  seventeen  opened  up 
to  be  completed.  These,  with  the  big  support  line  dug-out,  wiring, 
and  other  work  in  progress,  were  turned  over  to  the  11th  Field  Com¬ 
pany  before  noon.  Lieutenant  Adam  went  on  leave. 

Transport  had  a  hard  twenty  mile  move  over  slippery  roads 
back  to  Raimbert.  Several  vehicles  stuck  on  the  steep  hill  beyond 
Camblain  Chatelain,  but  eventually  reached  the  top  with  Driver 
Duncan  in  the  lead  saddle  and  all  brakemen  on  the  drag  ropes.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Balfour  with  fourteen  cyclists  had  been  sent  ahead  to  find 
billets  in  Fosse  4  de  Maries,  which  was  reached  two  hours  after  dark. 

During  the  day  the  1st  and  2nd  Canadian  Divisions  were  relieved 
by  the  4th  Canadian  and  31st  Divisions,  and  the  3rd  Division  started 
to  replace  the  11th  in  front  of  Lens. 

At  10.30  a.m.  yesterday,  with  sunlight  flashing  as  the  result  of  a 
silver  thaw  from  a  million  ice-coated  branches,  Sections  2  and  3  under 
Lieutenant  Fraser  embussed  and  proceeded  to  La  Termonde,  which 
was  reached  at  2  p.m.,  an  hour  after  the  transport  pulled  in.  A  halt 
was  made  at  Estree  Cauchie  to  pick  up  Sergeant  Campbell  and  the 
rest  of  Sections  1  and  4,  less  a  guard  left  in  charge  of  pontoons. 

Accommodation  in  the  tiny  hamlet,  though  the  best  Lieutenant 
Emrey  could  secure  after  scouring  the  country  about  St.  Hilaire, 
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allotted  to  the  2nd  Canadian  Division,  is  altogether  inadequate. 
Billets  are  for  the  most  part  in  barns  partly  filled  with  hay  and  grain 
and  therefore  unsafe  for  heating  by  stoves. 

To-day  has  been  fine,  clear  and  very  cold,  with  thick  ice  on  the 
pond  where  horses  are  watered.  There  were  no  parades.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  improve  billets  by  caulking  up  chinks  in  walls.  Men 
not  on  duty  crowded  into  farm  house  kitchens  and  estaminets.  As 
many  rooms  as  the  inhabitants  could  possibly  spare  were  taken  over. 
A  mess  cart  was  sent  to  Bethune  for  turkeys  purchased  on  the  7th. 

29th  December,  1917 

I  he  week  opened  with  pale  sunshine  reflected  from  snow  covered 
fields,  and  a  temperature  suggestive  of  winter  in  Canada.  Car¬ 
penters  from  all  sections  were  mobilized  to  run  up  a  tar  paper  covered 
hut  for  drivers.  Remainder  of  sappers  paraded  at  9.30  and  went  for 
a  brisk  tramp  under  Lieutenant  Balfour. 

After  a  frosty  morning  on  the  24th,  snow  started  to  thaw.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Emrey  marched  the  Company  through  Ligny  and  Westrehem. 
Rain  fell  at  night. 

The  Company’s  third  Christmas  in  France  was  generally  fine 
but  cloudy.  With  a  plentiful  supply  of  turkey,  plum  pudding, 
vegetables  and  beer,  besides  such  other  solids  and  liquids  as  were  pro¬ 
curable  from  the  Quartermaster  or  at  estaminets,  only  the  problem 
of  finding  kitchen  and  dining  room  facilities  remained  unsolved. 
Eventually  use  of  ovens  and  table  space  in  several  cottages,  and  the 
loan  of  cooking  utensils  was  secured  from  sundry  Mesdames  and 
Mademoiselles  who  gladly  assisted  with  culinary  operations.  At 
that,  it  was  necessary  for  the  Company  to  dine  in  relays.  Drivers 
accordingly  sat  down  at  12.30;  Headquarters  and  sergeants  at  1; 
Sections  1  and  2  an  hour  later;  Sections  3  and  4  at  4.30,  and  officers 
at  5.  The  A.O.C.  and  Sergeant  Major  visited  the  various  messes 
and  wished  all  ranks  a  Merry  Christmas.  The  Orderly  Officer, 
through  whose  instrumentality  purchases  had  been  made,  also  made 
his  rounds  to  ascertain  if  there  were  any  complaints.  Returning  to 
the  mess  after  swallowing  a  mouthful  of  turkey  and  washing  it  down 
at  each  place  visited,  he  claims  to  have  encountered  a  squadron  of 
poultry  marching  in  single  file.  At  his  approach  they  formed  two 
deep  and  when  ordered  to  make  way  formed  fours.  The  legal  lumi¬ 
nary  of  the  mess,  just  back  from  a  course  in  horsemanship  at  Abbe¬ 
ville,  accompanied  by  Lance-Corporals  Alexander  and  Wilson, 
explains  the  occurrence  as  being  due  to  a  spirit  of  remorse  on  his 
brother  officer’s  part  at  having  become  accessory  to  an  act  of  fowl 
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destruction,  after  as  well  as  before  the  fact.  The  C.R.E.,  Area  Com¬ 
mandant,  and  Lieutenant  Bull  called  in  to  pay  their  respects.  Snow 
started  to  fall  again  in  the  evening  and  continued  all  night,  so  that 
the  ground  was  covered  eight  inches  thick  next  morning. 

The  27th  was  fine,  clear  and  slightly  milder.  A  schedule  of 
training  parades,  commencing  daily  with  reveille  at  6.45  a.m.  and 
ending  with  “lights  out”  at  9  p.m.,  was  put  into  effect.  Sapper 
Ibbotson’s  bugle  notes  were  somewhat  wheezy  through  long  lack  of 
practice.  The  C.O.  from  a  hospital  in  England  sent  seasonable  wishes. 

At  night  the  commonplace  little  village,  half  buried  in  snow,  was 
transfigured  under  a  full  moon  into  a  vision  of  rare  beauty.  Sounds 
of  heavy  firing  away  to  the  north-east  which  had  persisted  during  the 
day  were  still  audible. 

Yesterday,  sections  were  tested  in  keeping  direction  by  compass 
while  marching  over  broken  country.  Lance-Corporal  Heath  and 
Sapper  Ham  installed  a  hot  water  heating  system  at  Amettes  baths. 
The  sun,  flashing  all  day  from  snow  covered  hills,  went  down  in  a 
setting  of  frosty  splendour.  Weather,  this  morning,  was  chilly  and 
raw  but  later  moderated,  though  the  sky  remained  overcast.  After 
an  hour  of  rifle  exercises  and  gas  drill,  Sections  1  and  4  marched  to 
Westrehem  under  Lieutenant  Weldon,  and  Sections  2  and  3  to  Cuhem 
and  Flechin  under  Lieutenant  Eraser.  There  were  no  afternoon 
parades.  A  number  of  sappers  took  advantage  of  hot  showers  at 
Flechinelle  coal  mine  to  have  a  bath.  Two  officers  rode  to  Lillers. 

Lieutenant  Pope,  on  the  very  first  flight  he  made  over  the  enemy’s 
lines  after  his  recent  visit  to  the  Company,  apparently  crashed,  as  he 
has  since  been  reported  missing. 

31st  December,  1917 

The  last  two  days  of  the  year  have  been  dull  with  the  mercury 
slightly  above  32  deg.  F.  There  were  no  parades  on  Sunday.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Balfour  proceeded  to  the  Gas  School,  Coupigny.  Sergeant 
Medlin  came  over  from  the  2nd  Divisional  School,  Lieres,  to  visit  his 
old  pals.  A  number  of  the  sappers  went  to  Lillers  or  Aire  on  pass. 

The  usual  training  parades  were  resumed  to-day.  Sections  3 
and  4  played  an  intersection  game  of  soccer  in  the  afternoon. 

One  thousand  francs  was  subscribed  by  members  of  the  Company 
to  a  fund  for  relief  of  sufferers  in  the  Halifax  explosion  before  5  p.m. 

5th  January,  1918 

New  Year’s  Day  was  bright  in  the  morning,  clouding  up  after 
noon.  Training  in  musketry  and  extended  order  drill  was  carried  out. 
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Section  3  drew  with  Section  4  at  soccer  in  the  afternoon,  while  Section 
1  beat  Section  2  four  goals  to  three. 

The  2nd  was  dull  and  milder.  After  an  hour’s  bayonet  exercise, 
sappers  were  given  practical  instruction  in  firing  charges  of  gun  cotton 
by  combinations  of  ordinary  and  instantaneous  fuse,  dry  battery  and 
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exploder.  At  night  sections  manoeuvred  in  close  and  open  order,  or 
marched  a  mile  across  country  wearing  gas  respirators.  Generally 
the  men  were  not  greatly  fatigued,  only  a  few  being  obliged  to  remove 
the  things  prematurely. 

Following  an  overnight  snowfall,  sunshine  on  the  3rd  dazzled 
the  eyes.  Morning  parades  included  training  in  musketry,  bomb 
throwing,  company  drill,  use  of  explosives  and  the  measuring  of  electri- 
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cal  resistances.  Rapid  wiring  practice  and  intersection  football 
occupied  the  afternoon. 

Yesterday  was  spent  in  range  practice  at  Auchy  au  Bois.  The 
weather  was  again  clear  and  cold  but  to-day  has  been  dull  and  the 
snow  is  starting  to  melt.  Sections  paraded  in  turn  for  baths  at 
Flechinelle  Mine  and  afterwards  for  rifle  inspection  and  pay.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Miall,  on  receipt  of  move  orders,  proceeded  to  Camblain  l’Abbe 
as  billetting  officer. 

12th  January,  1918. 

The  6th  was  bright  and  cold.  The  Company  marched  to  Auchel 
where  arrangements  had  been  made  for  billets.  Rain  followed  by 
frost  left  the  road  coated  with  a  glare  of  ice. 

Next  day  Sections  2  and  3,  under  Lieutenants  Fraser  and  Adam, 
marched  to  Houchin,  where  they  relieved  two  sections  of  the  4th 
Field  Company  on  construction  of  Nos.  1  and  4  Casualty  Clearing 
Stations.  Remainder  of  the  Company  proceeded  to  Camblain  l’Abbe. 
There,  huts  were  found  to  be  unequipped  with  stoves,  fuel  was  practic¬ 
ally  unobtainable,  and  the  weather  which  had  been  slightly  milder 
turned  freezing  cold  again;  consequently,  all  ranks  spent  a  miserably 
uncomfortable  night.  Lieutenant  Emrey  went  on  leave. 

The  8th  opened  with  a  blizzard.  An  officer  walking  cross  country 
to  consult  with  the  O.C.  of  the  4th  Field  Company  at  Gouy  Servins 
had  to  wade  through  snow  drifts  three  feet  deep. 

Camblain  l’Abbe,  besides  being  Corps  headquarters,  is  the  site 
of  an  extensive  camp  which,  however,  at  present  houses  few  troops. 
On  instruction  from  the  Town  Major,  Lieutenant  Weldon  set  his  men 
to  work  rebunking  huts. 

Lieutenant  Balfour  moved  to  Grand  Servins  on  the  9th  taking  over 
all  work  on  camps  there  and  at  Gouy,  as  well  as  on  an  ammunition 
dump  at  Boyeffles.  After  a  fine  morning  more  snow  fell  late  in  the 
afternoon.  It  disappeared  following  a  thaw  on  the  10th  and  heavy 
rain  next  day.  Lieutenant  Adam,  on  instructions  from  the  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  Corps,  proceeded  to  Neuville  St.  Vaast  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  and  reporting  on  condition  of  roads  and  trails  crossing 
over  Vimy  Ridge. 

To-day  is  mild  and  dull.  Roads  are  in  a  terrible  condition  due 
to  frost  coming  out  of  the  ground.  Thaw  precautions,  which  preclude 
all  movement  of  motor  traffic  except  what  is  absolutely  necessary, 
after  having  been  relaxed,  are  again  in  force.  Section  1  in  addition  to 
work  on  bunks  housed  in  a  transformer  station  and  fenced  a  com¬ 
pound  for  a  Chinese  labour  battalion.  Sections  2  and  3  at  Houchin 
have  erected  several  hospital  huts. 
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19th  January,  1918 

The  A/O.C.  on  Sunday  rode  to  Ablain  St.  Nazaire  with  the 
object  of  arranging  for  relief  of  the  10th  Field  Company.  Several 
inches  of  snow  fell  at  night.  Traffic  was  resumed  on  roads 
next  day. 

Rain  splashed  down  all  through  the  15th.  Sergeant  Campbell 
M.  J.,  proceeded  to  England  for  a  commission  in  the  Canadian  Engin¬ 
eers.  Lieutenant  Adam  took  a  party  of  sappers  to  la  Targette  to 
secure  billets. 

Squalls  of  rain  and  snow  alternated  with  intervals  of  calm  sun¬ 
shine  on  the  16th.  Orders  were  received  for  relief  of  Sections  2  and 

3,  at  Houchin,  by  the  4th  Army  Troops  Company,  and  of  Section 

4,  at  Gouy,  by  the  2nd  Army  Troops  Company. 

On  the  17th  the  Company,  less  detachments  not  yet  released 
from  Corps  work,  marched  under  a  threatening  sky  to  la  Targette, 
and  re-occupied  its  old  quarters,  together  with  horse  standings  along 
the  west  side  of  the  Bethune  Road,  south  of  aux  Rietz  Corner. 
Men  spent  a  wet  afternoon  making  habitable  huts  which  had  remained 
unoccupied  for  a  month. 

On  the  18th  Major  E.  W.  Harrison,  formerly  with  the  1st  and 
more  recently  with  the  5th  Divisional  Engineers,  arrived  at  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Company,  to  the  command  of  which  he  has  been 
appointed.  During  the  afternoon  he  proceeded  to  Cite  des  Petits 
Bois  whence  a  good  general  impression  of  the  surrounding  topography 
could  be  obtained. 

To-day  half  of  No.  1  Section  from  Camblain  l’Abbe,  and  half  of 
No.  4  from  Grand  Servins  marched  via  Ablain  and  Souchez,  to  Lone 
House  on  the  Angres-Vimy  Road  which,  together  with  all  work  in  the 
intermediate  area  of  the  Chaudiere  Sector,  was  taken  over  by  Lieuten¬ 
ants  Weldon  and  Balfour. 

The  system  of  defence  which  the  outgoing  division  had  in 
hand  comprises  erection  of  strong  belts  of  wire  along  the  foot  of  Vimy 
Ridge  in  front  of  a  so-called  Brown  line,  and  around  a  number  of 
defended  localities  in  front.  The  most  northerly  of  these  latter  is 
Hirondelle  Ridge,  a  bold  wooded  spur  jutting  out  towards  Eleu. 
Two  others,  Chaudiere  and  Vimy  Bastions,  are  to  be  provided  with 
several  machine  gun  emplacements  of  the  Champagne  type,  Serial 
Nos.  3  and  6  in  the  former,  and  1,  2  and  15  in  the  latter.  A  Cham¬ 
pagne  emplacement  consists  essentially  of  an  inconspicuous  hole  in 
the  ground  connected  by  vertical  shaft  and  tunnel  to  a  deep  dugout 
some  distance  in  rear,  the  latter  generally  having  one  or  more  inclined 
entrances  from  a  trench.  Weather  remains  raw  and  cold. 
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26th  January,  1918 

Relief  of  the  4th  Canadian  Division  in  the  Mericourt- Avion 
Sector  by  the  2nd  was  completed  on  the  20th.  The  4th  side-stepped 
to  the  north  and  took  over  the  front  opposite  Lens  from  the  3rd. 
Weather  was  milder  with  occasional  showers. 

With  the  idea  of  making  rear  billets  less  vulnerable  to  attack  from 
the  air,  it  was  decided  to  begin  by  moving  several  huts  100  yds.  back, 
re-locating  them  under  a  hedge  along  the  old  Arras-Carency  trail 
and  sinking  them  in  a  trench  to  a  depth  of  6  feet. 

The  O.C.  accompanied  Colonel  Osier  on  a  trip  of  inspection. 
Communication  trenches  were  found  in  fair  condition  despite  the 
recent  heavy  rainfall  which  had  largley  drained  away  through  under¬ 
lying  chalk.  The  schedule  of  work  in  progress  handed  over  by  the 
4th  Canadian  Division  looked  impressive  until  it  was  ascertained 
that  none  of  the  projected  concrete  emplacements,  and  little  else 
except  wiring,  had  progressed  beyond  the  paper  stage.  A  permanent 
work  party,  consisting  of  some  300  men  and  five  officers  from  the 
2nd  Divisional  wing  of  the  Canadian  Corps  reinforcement  camp 
was  attached  to  the  Company  for  work.  215  under  eight  sappers  of 
Sections  2  and  3  cleaned  out  Hayter  and  Peggy  trenches.  Section  1 
started  shift  work  on  dugouts  for  emplacements  2  and  15,  respectively 
300  yds.  east  of  Vimy  Station  and  200  yds.  north  of  Vimy  Cemetery, 
advancing  all  four  faces  and  placing  mine  sets.  Section  4  advanced 
one  face  for  emplacement  3  in  Nanaimo  Road,  500  yds.  south  of  its 
junction  with  the  Lens-Arras  highway,  and  two  faces  for  emplacement 
6,  opening  off  Sidney  Trench  300  yds.  south-east  of  Victoria  Road. 
Since  the  value  of  these  concealed  emplacements  depends  almost  en¬ 
tirely  on  the  enemy’s  ignorance  as  to  their  existence,  it  is  essential 
that  all  excavation  be  done  from  the  rear  and  that  soil  be  removed 
some  distance  from  the  work  and  carefully  camouflaged. 

The  21st  was  showery  all  day.  In  the  morning  the  G.S.O.  2 
of  the  4th  Canadian  Division  pointed  out  sites  which  had  been  selected 
for  machine  gun  posts  on  Hirondelle  Spur.  In  compliance  with  an 
order  directing  Os.  C.  and  seconds  in  command  of  all  field  companies 
to  alternate  in  direct  supervision  of  front  and  rear  work  Captain 
Weatherbe  moved  out  to  Lone  House.  Lieutenant  Eraser  left  for  a 
three  day  course  at  the  Camouflage  School. 

Rain  continued  to  fall  throughout  the  22nd.  Section  3  with 
an  infantry  party  cleaned  out  Humber  trench  to  provide  a  short  cut 
down  the  ridge  from  Eolie  Farm  to  Petit  Vimy.  Lieutenant  Miall 
with  two  infantry  platoons  on  the  23rd  started  draining  Mersey, 
another  old  communication  trench  which  had  become  choked  up  and 
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flooded.  The  weather  was  again  showery  and  very  mild.  Entrance 
for  a  Champagne  emplacement  which  had  been  started  600  yds.  east 
of  Vimy  Station  was  relagged.  The  1st  Canadian  Division  relieved 
the  3rd  north  of  Lens. 

To  counteract  slackness  in  turnout  and  drill,  noticeable  whenever 
the  Company  has  been  engaged  exclusively  on  work  for  any  length 
of  time,  the  O.C.  put  into  effect,  on  the  24th,  a  schedule  of  training 
to  be  observed  by  each  section  in  turn,  while  back  at  rear  billets. 
No.  3  was  the  first  to  be  affected.  Wiring  of  Vimy  Bastion  was  started. 
A  bright  moon  enabled  good  progress  to  be  made. 

Yesterday  Clucas  trench  was  cleaned  out  and  G.T.R.  wired. 
Section  2  took  over  work  on  Humber  and  today  switched  to  construc¬ 
tion  of  Brigade  transport  lines  and  moving  of  the  Company’s  own 
huts. 

2nd  February,  1918 

Work  on  No.  1  emplacement  was  started  by  Section  1  over  the 
week  end.  It  is  to  be  a  reinforced  concrete  pill  box  constructed  in¬ 
side  the  east  corner  of  the  Brewery,  200  yds.  south  and  slightly  west 
of  Vimy  Station,  with  two  loopholes  at  ground  level  commanding 
approaches  to  the  village  from  the  south  and  east.  As  the  building, 
which  stands  at  an  elevation  slightly  higher  than  that  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  ground,  is  in  ruins  and  in  full  view  from  Sallaumines,  ex¬ 
traordinary  precautions  are  being  taken  to  camouflage  alterations  in 
appearance  resulting  from  each  night’s  operations. 

On  the  27th,  which  was  the  Kaiser’s  birthday,  the  weather  was 
fine  with  an  early  morning  mist  and  a  full  moon  at  night.  Section 
3  carried  on  with  drill.  Section  2  with  50  O.R.  of  the  29th  Battalion 
improved  Humber  communication  trench.  Section  1,  besides  ex¬ 
cavating  at  the  Brewery  and  wiring,  placed  nine  mine  sets  in  entrances 
at  emplacements  2  and  15.  Section  4  placed  19  sets  in  emplacements 
3  and  6,  and  built  a  bridge  to  carry  Regina  Road  over  Clucas  trench. 
The  party  on  this  latter  job  was  spotted  by  the  enemy  and  shelled. 
Sapper  Murray,  the  Company’s  star  half  back,  being  wounded  rather 
badly  in  the  leg. 

The  28th  was  fine  all  day.  An  explosion  in  the  lines  of  the  4th 
Field  Company,  which  adjoin  those  of  the  6th,  killed  one  man  and 
wounded  another.  No.  2  Section  sappers  started  lining  the  5th 
Field  Ambulance  hospital  at  Souchez  with  canvas,  and  continued 
everlasting  improvements  to  Brigade  headquarters  at  Fort  George. 

A  mild  winter  sun  shone  all  day  on  the  29th.  Lieutenant  Balfour, 
Sapper  Wiseley  and  Sapper  Abram  were  all  accidentally  wounded 
while  removing  a  detonator  from  the  nose  cap  of  a  German  shell. 
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Grading  for  a  spur  from  the  light  railway  into  the  Brewery,  track  on 
which  has  since  been  laid,  was  begun. 

The  30th  was  fine  but  turned  bitterly  cold  at  sundown.  Ten 
sappers  from  each  of  Sections  2  and  3  proceeded  to  advanced  billets, 
relieving  a  like  number  from  the  other  two.  The  ground  was  frozen 
hard  on  the  31st,  which  remained  cold  and  foggy.  An  intersection 
relief  was  completed.  Lieutenant  Weldon  with  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Alexander  G.S.O.  2,  2nd  Canadian  Division,  on  February  1st  recon¬ 
noitred  ground  for  new  wire.  Lieutenant  Fraser  made  a  similar 
reconnaissance  in  front  of  Abdullah,  Montreal  and  Aberdeen  machine 
gun  emplacements,  between  Teddie  Gerrard  and  the  front  line  near 
Toast.  Lieutenant  Adam,  with  Section  3,  six  platoons  from  the  19th 
Battalion,  and  150  of  the  permanent  Canadian  Corps  reinforcement 
Camp  men  started  to  clean  up  wiring  of  Vimy  Bastion.  Section  2 
took  over  shift  work  on  all  Champagne  emplacements.  Lance  Cor¬ 
poral  Souther  erected  forms  for  concrete  at  the  Brewery.  The  moon 
rose  at  11.00.  To-day  has  been  gloriously  fine.  Section  4  is  moving 
Company  huts  into  excavations  prepared  at  their  new  sites.  Section 
1  started  squad  drill.  The  O.C.  relieved  the  second  in  command 
in  front  of  the  ridge. 

9th  February,  1918 

Sunday  was  fine  and  clear.  Lieutenant  Fournier,  now  with  the 
2nd  Tunnellers,  dropped  in  to  lunch.  Captain  Ketterson  held  a 
service  at  rear  billets. 

A  cold  wind  blew  on  the  4th.  The  Skipper  attended  a  talk  on 
horsemastership  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Malloeh  of  the  1st  Corps  at 
Villers  au  Bois.  In  piping  times  of  peace  the  gallant  lecturer  tools 
a  coach  and  four,  and  is  a  hard  rider  to  hounds.  He  quoted  Jorrocks 
and  scouted  the  idea  that  his  velvet  nosed  friends  were  not  as  indis¬ 
pensable  as  ever  in  warfare.  About  dusk  the  enemy  shelled  billets 
of  the  attached  infantry  in  Chaudiere  brick  fields.  Lieutenant  Adam 
with  a  total  work  party  of  211  O.R.,  including  sappers,  attached  men 
from  the  Canadian  Corps  reinforcement  camp,  and  infantry  of  the 
20th  Battalion,  carried  material  for  and  put  out  1,155  yds.  of  South 
African  double  apron  wire  fence — a  record  for  the  force  employed. 
Reinforcing  bars,  thoughtfully  left  behind  by  the  Germans  at  Chau¬ 
diere  Pit,  were  set  in  the  walls  of  No.  1  emplacement. 

At  10.00  p.m.,  on  the  5th,  as  wiring  parties  were  finishing  their 
five  hour  task,  a  hostile  raiding  party  having  an  estimated  strength 
of  fifty  approached  our  trenches  in  the  south  east  corner  of  Avion. 
They  were  repulsed  by  29th  Battalion  patrols' with  a  loss  of  ten  killed 
and  five  captured,  At  the  game  hour  a  much  larger  force  attacked 
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5th  Brigade  troops  but  were  driven  off  after  reaching  the  wire  in  front 
°f  Totnes,  leaving  behind  two  killed  and  one  prisoner.  Our  total 
losses,  due  chiefly  to  hostile  gunfire,  totalled  about  six  killed  and  twelve 
wounded. 

The  6th  was  fine  and  mild  with  exceptional  visibility  until  sun¬ 
down  when  a  drizzling  rain  set  in.  Corporal  Hazelden  started  pouring 
concrete  in  No.  1  emplacement  using  a  1:2:5  mix.  Enemy  artillery 
swept  the  railway  embankment  between  Peggie  and  the  Culvert. 
Taking  advantage  of  intense  darkness,  a  considerable  number  of  the 
21st  Battalion  carrying  party  slipped  away  fora  quiet  smoke,  report¬ 
ing  later  that  they  had  become  lost. 

Fine  rain  fell  on  the  7th.  The  C.R.E.  went  over  work  in  the 
forward  area.  Major  Harrison  returned  to  rear  billets  and  later 
left  for  a  course  at  the  R.E.  School,  Blendeques.  The  4th  Brigade, 
which  has  been  supplying  parties  for  wiring,  relieved  the  5th  in  the 
right  subsector. 

Yesterday  was  wet  and  windy.  Eleven  cubic  yards  of  concrete 
were  placed  in  the  floor  and  walls  of  No.  1  emplacement.  Section 
2  finished  the  chamber  in  No.  3  Champagne  emplacement  and 
started  its  vertical  shaft,  working  up  from  below.  Wiring  at  night 
was  frequently  interrupted  by  shell  fire. 

To-day  has  been  overcast  but  fine  and  clear.  A  number  of 
enemy  planes  were  over  but  otherwise  there  has  been  little  hostile 
activity. 

16th  February,  1918 

Sunday  was  dull  but  fine.  Section  1  took  over  work  in  rear  from 
Section  4.  There  was  no  drill.  In  accordance  with  a  general  order 
urging  cultivation  of  soil  by  troops  not  required  for  other  work, 
drivers  were  detailed  to  prepare  a  patch  of  ground  for  cultivation  and 
to  hunt  up  a  plough.  An  afternoon  C.C.R.C.  wiring  party  in  Vimy 
was  shelled  off  the  job.  Peggie  dump  also  came  in  for  punishment. 
Section  2  finished  Champagne  emplacement  No.  3  in  Nanaimo  Road. 
A  letter  was  received  from  Lieutenant  Balfour  who  is  in  hospital  in 
England.  It  stated  the  surgeon  had  been  doing  some  gardening  in 
his  chest  and  that  his  nurse  was  handing  brass  souvenirs  around  the 
ward. 

Lieutenant  Miall  took  over  Section  4  on  the  11th.  Section  1 
moved  Company  huts;  finished  Brigade  harness  room;  built  ovens  at 
Hills  Camp  and  Brigade  transport  lines;  laid  a  bath  mat  walk  from 
Lens-Arras  Road  to  Mersey  trench,  and  wired  in  some  artillery 
positions.  It  also  supplied  guides  for  transport  at  night  and  a  fatigue 
for  agricultural  operations.  Sergeant  Hazelden’s  squad  roofed  in 
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No.  1  emplacement  with  3  feet  of  concrete  and  two  layers  of  steel  rails. 
That  ought  to  keep  all  but  the  biggest  ones  out. 

Following  a  thick  fog  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  sun  came 
out  in  the  afternoon.  There  was  a  sudden  outburst  of  firing  at  night. 
Five  scouts  from  the  5th  Brigade  garrison  say  they  encountered 
twenty  Germans  in  No  Man’s  Land  and  killed  one  in  a  hand  to  hand 
fight.  At  6.00  a.m.,  the  bombardment  recommenced  away  on  our 
left  where  three  battalions  of  the  1st  Canadian  Division  reached  the 
enemy’s  line  opposite  Hill  70  and  captured  half  a  dozen  prisoners. 

The  13th  was  dull  and  hazy  with  rain  in  the  evening.  The 
A/O.C.with  Lieutenants  Adam  and  Weldon  reconnoitred  the  Brown 
Line  north  of  Givenchy,  which  the  Company  was  ordered  to  wire. 
Coulotte  Dump  was  heavily  shelled  at  dusk.  Lieutenant  Alport, 
who  is  now  adjutant  of  the  4th  Divisional  Engineers,  visited  for¬ 
ward  billets.  The  train  bringing  out  a  24th  Battalion  wiring  party 
was  late  leaving  Link  Junction,  but  at  that,  1,000  yds.  of  Brown 
Line  was  wired  and  material  carried  from  Cyril  Dump. 

Section  1  relieved  Section  3  on  the  14th,  and  Section  4  took  over 
work  on  Champagne  emplacements.  The  day  was  mild  with  a  thick 
mist.  Drivers  completed  ploughing  half  an  acre. 

Yesterday  was  mild  and  wet.  Wiring  parties,  ten  sappers  and 
100  men  from  the  22nd  and  25th  Battalions,  got  another  1,100  yds.  of 
the  Brown  Line  wired.  It  froze  hard  last  night. 

Captain  K.  P.  MacPherson  of  the  7th  Field  Company  to-day 
accompanied  the  A/O.C.  to  10th  Field  Company  billets  at  Ablain 
St.  Nazaire  to  arrange  details  for  relief  of  the  6th  Field  Company  by 
the  7th,  and  of  the  10th  by  the  6th.  Section  2  carried  on  with  squad 
and  gas  drill.  1,750  yds.  of  wire  will  be  put  out  before  midnight  to¬ 
night  by  Section  1.  Section  4  will  have  placed  13  mine  sets.  Weather 
remained  bright  and  cold  all  day.  A  moth  eaten  moon  has  just  risen. 

23rd  February,  1918 

Blue  sky  and  sparkling  sunshine  on  the  17th  filled  the  air  with 
squadrons  of  inquisitive  planes.  One  came  down  in  flames  too  far  off 
for  identification  as  to  nationality.  Lieutenant  Hamilton  arrived 
from  the  7th  Field  Company  to  take  over.  Two  platoons  from  the 
Pioneers  reported  for  wiring,  but  only  one  out  of  three  from  the  25th 
Battalion  turned  up  at  the  rendezvous.  There  was  a  sharp  frost  at 
night.  Guns  and  trench  mortars  were  noisy  in  the  direction  of  Avion 
where  the  6th  Brigade  was  still  in  the  line  from  north  of  Betty  to  the 
Souchez  River. 
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Lieutenants  Miall  and  Weldon  with  their  N.C.O’s  were  shown 
over  right  and  left  battalion  frontages  of  the  Lens  Sector  by  officers 
of  the  10th  Field  Company  on  the  18th.  The  permanent  Canadian 
Corps  reinforcement  camp  work  party  was  shelled  out  of  its  quarters 
in  Chaudiere  Brickfields  just  before  moving  back  to  Hanson  Camp. 
During  the  night  the  enemy  put  over  a  lot  of  gas  in  the  direction  of 
Hill  70. 

On  the  19th  the  Company,  less  details,  marched  to  Ablain  St. 
Nazaire  and  occupied  an  elaborate  group  of  billets  and  stables  in  a 
ravine  north  of  the  Chateau,  vacated  by  Major  Wilgar’s  company. 
The  5th  Brigade  relieved  the  10th  in  the  Lens  Sector  from  the  north 
limits  of  Eleu  on  the  Souchez  River  to  the  east  end  of  the  railway 
cutting  north  west  of  Fosse  1,  with  headquarters  in  a  group  of  under¬ 
ground  chambers  300  yds.  due  south  of  Lievin  railway  station.  Sec¬ 
tions  1  and  4  moved  out  to  advanced  billets  in  Cite  des  G&ronnes, 
officers  taking  over  a  fortified  cellar  at  No.  1.  Forest  Hill  Road  just 
beyond  the  Quarry.  The  place  has  evidently  been  a  German  head¬ 
quarters  of  some  kind  as  it  is  provided  with  a  concrete  look-out  at  the 
top  of  a  stairway  leading  to  the  roof.  Two  sappers  were  placed  in 
charge  of  Crow  Dump,  alongside  the  railway  crossing  at  the  extreme 
east  end  of  Lievin.  Sky  remained  clear  and  air  extraordinarily  mild. 
Aircraft  were  again  active.  At  night,  the  enemy  drenched  Cite  du 
Riaumont  with  mustard  gas.  The  A/O.C.  and  section  officers 
reconnoitred  the  forward  area  up  to  the  front  line. 

The  whole  sector  bears  evidence  of  heavy  house  to  house  fighting 
which  has  been  in  progress  since  last  spring.  Considered  from  a 
tactical  view  point,  it  lies  in  the  crotch  of  a  wide  re-entrant  embracing 
the  ruins  of  Lens.  Topographically,  the  defensive  system  is  confined 
within  a  salient  formed  by  the  Souchez  River,  Arras  Road  and  low 
level  run  around  track  to  Cite  St.  Theodore.  Fire  trenches,  for  the 
most  part,  straggle  among  the  houses  of  Cite  du  Moulin  and  other 
outlying  urban  districts.  The  most  important  are  Argyle,  Amalgam 
and  Aloof,  which  form  a  more  or  less  sketchy  front  line  held  by  posts; 
and  Amulet,  the  main  resistance  trench.  Both  are  connected  to  the 
rear  by  two  long  communication  trenches,  Absolam  and  Crocodile; 
and  supported  along  their  right  and  left  flanks  by  Appollo- Approach 
and  Cotton.  For  work  on  numerous  other  trenches  and  strong  points 
further  back,  the  Company  does  not  expect  to  be  called  on.  Practic¬ 
ally  all  trenches  in  the  forward  area  are  dominated  by  the  almost 
impregnable  Green  Crassier  and  skeleton  ruins  of  Fosse  St.  Louis 
and  Fosse  1,  which  other  divisions  of  the  Corps  have  been  in  and  out 
of  half  a  dozen  times.  The  enemy  makes  good  use  of  the  observation 
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which  these  provide  to  unmercifully  strafe  any  sign  of  work  in  pro¬ 
gress  east  of  Riaumont  Hill.  On  the  other  hand,  our  possession  of 
this  latter  and  of  all  high  ground  to  the  south  shuts  off  his  view  of 
what  is  going  on  in  rear,  and  gives  us  command  of  all  the  flat  country 
east  of  Lens  to  beyond  the  main  Haute  Deule  Canal. 

New  work  most  urgently  demanding  the  Company’s  attention 
includes  deepening,  flooring,  revetting,  fire  stepping  and  clearing  berms 
of  Amulet  and  of  the  trenches  flanking  it  at  either  end  up  to  the  front 
line. 

On  the  20th,  which  was  dull  and  cold,  the  2nd  Canadian  Division 
relieved  the  4th  in  the  new  sector,  with  the  characteristics  of  which 
it  had  become  familiar  during  its  brief  tenancy  last  July.  The  4th 
went  back  to  rest  and  the  3rd  assumed  control  south  of  the  Souchez. 
Lieutenant  Emrey  was  lent  to  the  Artillery  as  Works  Officer  on  gun 
emplacements  in  front  of  Neuville  St.  Vaast.  Section  2  carried  on 
with  drill  and  supplied  fatigues  to  collect  and  load  firewood  in  Bois  de 
Riaumont.  Sergeant  Armstrong  and  sapper  Pilkington,  whose  work 
recently  has  been  largely  underground,  left  for  England  to  take  out 
commissions  in  the  Royal  Flying  Corps.  Another  case  of  de  profun- 
dis,  ad  astra. 

The  A/O.C.  made  a  trip  of  inspection  through  the  left  subsector. 
Continual  crumping  had  converted  Cotton  and  Aloof  into  wide  shallow 
depressions  traversing  a  field  of  pulverized  chalk.  Save  for  a  single 
fortified  post  in  Aloof,  they  were  untenanted,  and  in  their  present 
condition  are  practically  untenable  between  dawn  and  dusk,  during 
which  time  their  garrison  is  forced  to  remain  for  the  most  part  in  a 
tunnel  under  the  railway  embankment. 

After  dark,  Section  1,  with  two  companies  of  the  25th  Battalion, 
started  work  in  Approach  and  Appollo.  Section  4,  with  a  like  number 
of  the  22nd,  at  the  same  time,  put  in  hand  improvements  to  Amulet, 
south  of  Crocodile.  Except  for  a  lot  of  machine  gun  and  rifle  fire 
the  night  passed  without  incident. 

On  the  21st,  in  clear,  limpid  sunshine,  Lieutenants  Adam  and 
Fraser  rode  to  Verdrel.  At  4.30  p.m.,  5th  Brigade  headquarters  in 
Lievin  was  shelled  and  the  electric  light  plant,  which  is  in  charge  of 
Sappers  Stevenson  and  Reeves,  put  out  of  commission.  There  was 
a  bright  moon  at  night.  Part  of  the  25th  Battalion  work  party  was 
detailed  to  push  up  trench  material  on  a  tramway,  which  runs  from 
Crow  Dump  to  Cow  Dump,  whence  it  was  carried  forward. 

The  22nd  was  misty  and  wet  in  the  morning  with  a  high  wind 
in  the  afternoon.  Four  sappers  were  despatched  to  St.  Lawrence 
and  Canada  Camps  as  camp  wardens.  Electricians  at  5th  Brigade 
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headquarters  got  the  lighting  plant  restarted.  Three  carloads  of 
material  were  sent  up  to  Cow  Dump.  25th  Battalion  infantry, 
under  Section  1,  at  night  completed  cutting  a  3  ft.  by  4  ft.  passageway 
through  the  foundations  of  a  house  north  of  the  square  in  the  west 
end  of  Tens  to  eliminate  a  gap  in  Amulet.  No.  4  Section’s  22nd 
Battalion  party  cleaned  out  Cow  Trench. 

In  spite  of  grey  skies,  visibility  to-day  remained  high  and  planes 
were  active.  The  enemy  registered  on  Hill  65  and  dropped  a  few  shells 
near  advanced  billets.  He  also  kept  Cite  de  Riaumont  soused  with 
gas,  and  succeeded  in  completely  blocking  Amulet  with  one  of  his 
heavy  trench  mortar  bombs.  Sappers  will  have  to  clean  out  the  mess 
by  themselves  tonight  as  there  is  a  battalion  relief  in  progress.  Our 
6-inch  Newtons  retaliated. 

Lieutenant  W.  C.  Miller,  until  recently  Assistant  Riding  Master 
at  the  depot  in  Seaford,  has  been  posted  to  the  Company.  He 
reported  for  duty  this  morning. 

2nd  March,  1918 

Sunday  was  overcast  and  wet.  The  enemy  shelled  Bois  de  Riau¬ 
mont  and  Hill  65  with  H.E.  and  shrapnel  and  dropped  another  200  lb. 
trench  mortar  bomb  fair  into  Amulet.  Captain  Ketterson  held  divine 
Service  in  rear  billets  at  2.00  p.m.  Work  parties  were  supplied  by  the 
24th  and  26th  Battalions. 

After  a  rainy  morning  on  the  25th,  wind  and  sun  started  to  dry 
up  the  roads.  Lieutenants  Adam  and  Miller  rode  to  the  Expedition¬ 
ary  Force  Canteen,  Barlin,  for  mess  supplies.  Skylarks  kept  springing 
up  from  among  old  graves  on  Lorette  Ridge,  flooding  the  air  with 
melody  and  winging  their  way  vertically  to  enormous  heights  before 
collapsing  and  dropping  back  to  earth.  Five  sappers  were  detailed 
to  supervise  work  at  6th  Brigade  transport  lines  in  Carency,  one 
being  allotted  to  Headquarters,  and  one  to  each  battalion.  Infantry 
in  the  forward  area  began  working  in  two  shifts;  one  from  6.30  p.m. 
to  10.30  p.m.,  and  the  second  from  midnight  to  4.00  a.m.  Those  under 
Section  4  started  deepening  Cotton.  Clouds  obscuring  the  sun  on 
the  26th  brought  a  sudden  drop  in  temperature.  Officers  from  all 
branches  of  the  service  foregathered  at  Camblain  l’Abbe  to  hear  the 
Corps’  old  commander  give  a  first  hand  description  of  the  Cambrai 
show.  The  speaker  made  a  characteristic  but  unconvincing  attempt 
to  disclaim  credit  for  what,  despite  its  sequel,  has  been,  undoubtedly, 
the  most,  if  not  the  only,  brilliant  bit  of  staff  work  on  a  large  scale 
with  which  the  Army  can  be  credited  to  date. 
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During  the  afternoon  Eievin  came  in  for  a  severe  pounding  by 
the  enemy’s  heavies.  At  night,  under  a  full  moon,  a  party  of  25th 
Battalion  infantry  led  by  Lieutenant  Phillips,  after  creeping  silently 
across  No  Man’s  Land,  entered  Fosse  St.  Louis,  scuppered  six  of  the 
garrison  and  returned  with  a  prisoner.  When  it  was  too  late  the 
enemy’s  artillery  woke  up  and  put  down  a  barrage.  Unfortunately, 
a  26th  Battalion  party,  consisting  of  an  officer  and  39  O.R.  carrying 
trench  mats  for  Section  4  from  Crow  Dump  to  Amulet,  got  caught 
in  the  open  and  lost  one  man  killed  and  four  wounded.  Sapper  Mager 
assisted  stretcher  bearers  in  getting  the  latter  to  an  aid  post.  The 
remainder,  guided  by  Sapper  Dunning,  carried  on  and  completed  a 
second  trip.  The  bombardment  temporarily  dispersed  a  detachment 
of  the  24th  Battalion,  carrying  materials  for  Section  1.  Later  it 
returned  and  delivered  300  shovels  at  the  junction  of  Absolam  and 
Adroit. 

Two  and  a  half  hours  after  midnight,  No.  4  Section’s  grave¬ 
yard  shift  cleaning  out  Crocodile  was  withdrawn,  after  being  warned 
the  22nd  Battalion  was  about  to  raid  a  suspected  hostile  listening 
post.  The  raid  actually  took  place  in  broad  daylight  a  platoon  from 
the  latter  entering  a  ruined  house  100  yds.  north  of  where  Adroit 
crosses  the  railway,  but  finding  it  vacant.  The  party  suffered  a 
number  of  casualties. 

A  strong  wind  blew  on  the  27th.  Lieutenant  Miller  took  over 
all  work  in  Carency.  Drivers  fertilized  and  harrowed  half  an  acre 
ploughed  by  the  10th  Field  Company.  About  4.00  p.m.,  five  sappers 
of  No.  1  Section  and  some  infantry  were  driven  out  of  Amulet  by 
hostile  gunfire.  Under  arrangements  made  with  Major  Foster  of  the 
4th  Brigade  Staff,  the  20th  and  21st  Battalions  were  ordered  to  supply 
regular  work  parties  in  right  and  left  subsectors,  during  the  four  day 
period  commencing  on  the  28th.  At  night  the  18th  and  19th  Battal¬ 
ions  took  over  the  front.  No  work  was  done  on  trenches.  Sunshine 
alternated  with  shadow  on  the  last  day  of  February.  Corporal  Leech 
was  appointed  acting  sergeant  of  Section  4,  vice  Sergeant  Medlen 
dispatched  to  Seaford  as  Instructor.  The  right  subsector  was  badly 
crumped  during  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  making  no  less  than  11 
direct  hits  on  Approach  between  Amulet  and  the  front  line.  One 
big  minnie  tumbled  a  house  into  the  trench,  burying  it  under  such  a 
pile  of  brick  and  timber  that  it  took  ten  men  four  hours  to  clear  a 
passageway.  Lieutenants  Adam  and  Fraser,  with  their  sections, 
moved  out  to  advanced  billets,  relieving  Nos.  1  and  4.  Early  hours 
of  the  night  were  almost  too  dark  to  work.  After  moonrise,  Section 
3  started  deepening  Absolam,  east  of  Ague. 
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March  came  in  with  low  hanging  clouds  and  a  flurry  of  snow. 
Field  company  and  Pioneer  Battalion  commanders  attended  a  con¬ 
ference  with  the  C.R.E.  to  discuss  a  proposed  reorganization  of  the 
Canadian  Divisional  Engineer  services.  The  scheme,  as  outlined, 
contemplates  distributing  the  personnel  of  the  pioneer  unit  among 
the  three  field  companies  and  converting  each  of  the  latter  into  a 
battalion.  Consensus  of  opinion  was  against  the  proposal.  In  the 
forward  area  there  was  little  activity  on  either  side.  TheG.S.O.l. 
made  a  trip  through  the  trenches.  Four  sappers  reported  at  R.E. 
Park,  Fens  Junction,  to  make  A  frames.  Major  Harrison  returned 
from  Blendeques  and  resumed  command.  Activity  at  night  was 
mostly  confined  to  scattered  shelling.  Section  2  cleaned  up  a  mess 
made  by  crumps  in  Amulet  and  at  the  junction  of  Cotton  and  Aloof. 
Dawn  to-day  disclosed  a  thin  blanket  of  snow  over  the  whole  country. 
Section  4  started  its  work  of  brushing  up  drill.  Sappers  from  Section 
1  were  detailed  to  make  some  betterments  to  Souchez  Dressing  Station 
for  the  6th  Field  Ambulance.  The  enemy  again  refused  to  let  our 
men  work  in  Amulet  by  day.  The  O.C.  moved  to  advanced  billets 
and  went  out  with  Lieutenant  Adam  tonight  to  meet  the  6.30  p.m. 
work  party.  Warning,  however,  was  given  that  as  our  artillery  was 
putting  on  a  shoot,  all  ranks  should  take  cover  until  7.45  p.m.  On  the 
left,  21st  Battalion  parties  were  held  back  until  after  8.00,  but  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Fraser  and  his  section,  not  being  notified,  were  lucky  to  escape 
becoming  casualties  when  the  enemy’s  retaliation  started. 

9th  March,  1918 

The  3rd  was  mild  with  a  thick  mist.  Lieutenant  Miller  recon¬ 
noitred  Coin,  Cow,  Ague  and  Amulet  to  ascertain  condition  of  the 
wire  in  front  of  each.  By  sundown  practically  all  snow  had  dis¬ 
appeared.  The  20th  and  21st  Battalions  relieved  the  18th  and  19th. 
Sappers  worked  alone  all  night.  Up  to  11.00  p.m.  when  the  moon 
rose,  darkness,  intensified  by  fog,  shrouded  the  trenches  in  a  pall 
which  flares,  a  few  hundred  yards  in  front,  scarcely  penetrated.  At 
5.00  a.m.,  the  last  workers  knocked  off.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
enemy  started  a  violent  bombardment  with  H.F.  and  gas  which  ex¬ 
tended  over  the  whole  divisional  area  as  far  back  as  Company  billets 
and  forced  our  men  to  wear  respirators.  A  direct  hit  was  made  on 
the  officers’  cook  house  which  collapsed.  While  the  shelling  was  at 
its  height,  a  hostile  raiding  party  variously  estimated  at  from  100  to 
120  entered  our  trenches  at  the  junction  of  Cotton  and  Aloof.  Under 
cover  of  flammenwerfer,  they  advanced  up  Cotton  and  along  Amulet 
to  the  railway,  where  they  were  stopped  by  D  Company  of  the  21st 
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Battalion  and  driven  back  to  their  own  lines,  leaving  behind  two  pris¬ 
oners  and  a  number  of  dead.  Simultaneous  attacks  on  C.  company, 
broke  down.  Casualties  to  our  infantry  include  three  killed,  twenty-two 
wounded  and  none  missing.  With  dawn  came  rain  and  flurries  of  snow. 
Sections  in  rear  paraded  for  medical  inspection  and  baths  at  Carency. 
As  twilight  faded,  parties  from  the  18th  and  19th  Battalions  under 
Sections  3  and  2  started  forward  to  repair  damage  caused  by 
enemy  high  explosives.  The  sides  of  Cotton  were  found  to  have 
been  scorched  black  by  burning  liquid  from  his  flame  throwers. 

The  5th  was  dull  with  a  high  wind.  Sapper  Leavens  was  wounded 
by  shrapnel  in  the  leg  while  installing  a  pump  at  left  Battalion  head¬ 
quarters.  All  infantry  parties  were  withdrawn  at  11.00  p.m.  Three 
hours  later,  under  cover  of  a  box  barrage,  raiders  from  the  21st  Bat¬ 
talion  penetrated  the  enemy’s  lines  as  far  as  the  group  of  ruins  in  the 
centre  of  a  triangle  formed  by  the  Lens-Grenay  Railway,  Lens- Arras 
Road  and  Lens-Cite  Garennes  Road,  inflicting  heavy  casualties  and  re¬ 
turning  with  a  prisoner. 

The  Gth  was  calm  and  bright.  On  conclusion  of  the  day’s 
tasks,  Lieutenant  Weldon  assumed  charge  of  all  work  at  Carency 
in  addition  to  that  on  Souchez  dressing  station.  6th  Brigade  took  over 
the  front  line  at  night  with  the  28th  and  29th  Battalions. 

Weather  remained  fine  but  dull  on  the  7th.  Lieutenant  Miller 
was  attached  to  Section  3  and  proceeded  to  forward  billets.  North 
of  Lens  the  11th  British  Division  carried  out  a  raid.  Except  for 
an  occasional  minnie  and  some  shells  that  drove  six  sappers  of  Section 
2,  out  of  Amulet  in  the  afternoon,  the  day  passed  quietly.  After 
dark  our  bombers,  flying  low  over  Lens,  were  greeted  with  an  angry 
outburst  of  machine  gun  and  anti-aircraft  battery  fire.  Section  3 
with  a  couple  of  31st  Battalion  platoons,  extended  reclamation  of 
Absolam  towards  the  front  line.  Another  party  had  about  cleaned 
up  a  mess  at  Amulet  Crater,  caused  by  crumps,  when  the  enemy  tossed 
over  some  big  ones  and  washed  out  the  result  of  its  labours.  Section 
2  worked  with  the  27th  at  the  east  end  of  Crocodile,  on  Cotton  and  in 
the  Brickfields. 

Yesterday  the  sun  was  bright  and  the  air  soft  with  the  foretaste 
of  spring  that  comes  each  year  early  in  March.  Sappers  in  rear 
graded  roadbed  for  a  push  track  from  Company  headquarters  down 
the  hillside  to  Ablain  Church.  Lieutenant  Miall  was  detailed  to 
censor  contributions  to  the  “Canadian  Sapper.’’ 

To-day,  all  pontoon  and  trestle  bridge  equipment  was  dispatched 
to  No.  1  Pontoon  Park,  Ranchicourt  under  Lieutenant  Weldon.  Not 
content  with  the  intoxication  of  glorious  spring  sunshine,  some  of 
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the  drivers  seem  to  have  over  indulged  in  the  bottled  variety  dis¬ 
pensed  by  Marguerite  and  Josephine,  with  the  result  that  they  were 
warned  for  orderly  room  on  their  return.  The  A/O.C  and  Lieutenant 
Emrey  went  up  to  the  trenches  where  a  battalion  relief  is  in  progress. 
Approach  trench  was  so  full  of  gas,  work  in  it  had  to  be  abandoned. 
At.  11.00  p.m.,  tonight  summer  time  goes  into  effect. 

16th  March,  1918 

Move  orders  were  received  over  the  week  end.  Sunday  was  like 
a  day  in  late  May.  Roads  dried  up  and  became  dusty.  Here  and 
there  in  the  short  crisp  grass  dandelions  made  their  welcome  appear¬ 
ance.  An  advance  party  from  the  10th  Field  Company  arrived  to 
retake  possession  of  its  old  quarters.  Lieutenant  Miall,  with  five 
cyclists  and  a  limber,  proceeded  to  Annezin,  half  a  mile  west  of  Beth- 
une.  Sections  2  and  3  repaired  trenches  damaged  by  crumps. 

Lieutenant  Jackson  on  the  11th  proceeded  to  the  forward  area 
and  took  over  from  Major  Harrison  who  returned  to  Ablain  St. 
Nazaire  in  the  evening,  with  Sections  2  and  3.  Infantry  of  the  4th 
Canadian  Division  started  relieving  troops  in  the  line. 

Early  on  the  12th,  Lieutenant  Emrey  with  twelve  cyclists  left 
for  Hersin  to  secure  billets.  Lieutenant  Weldon  with  transport 
of  Sections  1  and  4,  moved  by  road  to  Annezin.  Dismounted  per¬ 
sonnel  of  those  sections,  under  the  O.C.,  pulled  out  by  light  railway 
for  the  same  destination,  where,  on  arrival,  it  relieved  a  detachment 
of  the  11th  Field  Company  at  First  Army  workshops.  Remainder 
of  Company,  under  the  second-in-command,  with  Lieutenants  Adam, 
Fraser  and  Miller,  marched  to  Hersin,  where  a  tile-floored  room  in  the 
Mairie,  with  two  high  French  windows  opening  on  to  the  Square, 
was  secured  as  orderly  room. 

The  13th  was  spent  in  fixing  up  horse  lines  and  billets.  Corporal 
Sargent  left  to  take  a  course  in  horse  management  at  Abbeville. 
The  C.R.E-  moved  to  Coupigny  Chateau  along  with  the  rest  of  the 
divisional  staff.  A  wedding  took  place  in  the  parish  church,  the  bride 
being  the  village  belle  from  an  estaminet  across  the  square,  and  the 
groom  a  young  medal-bedecked  polu  home  en  permission.  At 
intervals  of  a  few  hours  during  succeeding  days,  relatives  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  parties  have  been  forming  up  in  file  headed  by  the  happy 
couple  and  parading  the  quiet  streets,  to  their  neighbours’  unbounded 
admiration. 

Much  needed  rain  fell  on  the  14th.  Sections  1  and  4  erected 
huts  at  Annezin.  A  programme  of  intensive  training  was  drawn  up 
for  those  at  Hersin.  Corporal  Heath,  fresh  from  Divisional  School, 
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started  giving  practical  instruction  in  handling  the  Lewis  Gun. 
There  was  a  sudden  drop  in  the  temperature  and  sharp  frost  at 
night. 

Yesterday  was  clear  but  cold.  After  spending  the  morning 
at  musketry,  map  reading  and  drill,  Sections  2  and  3  took  the 
drivers  on  at  soccer  but  were  only  able  to  hold  them  to  a  0-4  shut¬ 
out.  The  8th  Brigade  in  a  raid  near  Mericourt  captured  fourteen 
prisoners. 

To-day,  all  the  little  chalk  and  tile  villages  in  this  back  country 
are  basking  in  warm  mellow  sunshine  which  is  coaxing  up  early  flower¬ 
ing  green  things,  and  hatching  out  myriads  of  singing  toads,  not  much 
bigger  than  flies.  The  early  advent  of  spring,  after  months  of  ominous 
calm  along  the  whole  Western  Front,  is  inciting  discussion  as  to  when 
the  first  big  show  of  the  year  will  start.  Russia’s  utter  collapse,  con¬ 
firmed  by  treaty  at  Brest  Litovsk  early  this  month,  combined  with 
the  vast  amount  of  defensive  work  our  people  have  been  engaged  on 
all  winter,  seems  to  indicate  that  the  enemy  rather  than  we  ourselves 
will  take  the  initiative.  Hereabouts,  the  problem  that  concerns  the 
civilian  population  largely  feminine,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other,  has 
to  do  with  getting  the  land  tilled  and  seeded.  At  the  Town  Major’s 
request,  a  number  of  men  from  the  Company,  more  or  less  skilled  in 
the  gentle  art  of  turning  the  soil  upside  down,  have  been  excused 
other  duty  on  condition  that  they  assist. 

To-day  an  inquisitive  sapper  discovered,  half  way  down  a  deep 
well,  the  entrance  to  a  cave  that  seems  to  extend  under  the  church. 
The  Sergeant-Major  is  off  to  England  on  leave. 

The  billet  in  which  our  officers  foregather  for  mess  contains  some 
priceless  old  worm-eaten  mahogany  that  habitues  of  Christie’s  would 
sell  their  souls  to  acquire.  It  is  in  the  dining  room  of  one  of  those 
characteristic  farmsteads  built  centuries  ago  when  necessity  rather 
than  law  made  every  man’s  house  a  castle.  Except  for  one  arched 
gate  under  a  pigeon  loft,  the  place  is  completely  enclosed  by  outer 
walls  of  buildings  that  face  on  a  flagged  courtyard.  It  is  owned  by  a 
couple  of  capable  but  shrewish  spinsters  who,  with  a  single  aged  male 
retainer,  perform  all  work  on  an  extensive  farm.  Recently,  at  dinner 
time,  shuffling  footsteps  have  been  heard  and  someone  has  knocked 
three  times  on  a  door  that  is  always  kept  locked,  but  the  author  of 
these  disturbances  has  given  no  other  indication  of  his  or  her  identity. 
Within  the  past  few  hours  the  gloomy  old  house  has  been  enlivened 
by  the  arrival  of  a  married  sister  and  her  six  year  old  young  hopeful. 
They  had  been  living  in  Arras  until  ordered,  this  week,  to  clear  out 
along  with  other  civilians  domiciled  there. 
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23rd  March,  1918 

Roman  Catholics  attended  Mass  in  the  parish  church  on  Sunday. 
Award  of  the  Military  Cross  to  Lieutenant  Bull  was  announced  in 
orders.  The  day  was  fine. 

Defective  gas  helmets  were  changed  on  the  18th.  Officers 
instructed  their  N.C.O’s.,  in  various  methods  of  surveying.  Bayonet 
fighting  and  baseball  occupied  the  afternoon.  A  fatigue  was  detailed 
to  extemporise  targets  of  paper  pasted  on  frames  for  use  at  Bouvigny 
Rifle  Range.  Sections  1  and  4  in  Annezin  reported  heavy  shelling 
by  the  enemy. 

At  8.00  a.m.,  on  the  19th,  all  ranks  at  Hersin,  except  cooks, 
guards  and  picquets,  fell  in  for  range  practice  and  were  ready  to  march 
when  a  sudden  downpour,  which  was  repeated  at  intervals  during  the 
ensuing  thirty-six  hours,  caused  postponement.  The  two  strong-min¬ 
ded  females  at  the  officers’  mess  kidnapped  their  young  nephew  and 
refused  to  disclose  his  whereabouts,  despite  tears  and  pleadings  of  the 
distracted  parent.  The  following  night,  Lieutenants  Adam  and  Miller 
in  a  brilliantly  executed  stealth  raid,  recaptured  the  kid  in  an  outbuild¬ 
ing  and  restored  it  to  its  lawful  guardian.  Someone  gave  the  alarm, 
however,  and  there  was  a  regular  dog-fight  accompanied  by  screams 
and  volleys  of  Gallic  vituperation  during  which  the  prize  was  nearly 
torn  limb  from  limb  before  the  mother  and  offspring  succeeded  in 
getting  away. 

Postponed  rifle  practice  was  carried  out  next  day  under  ideal 
weather  conditions.  Each  man  loosed  off  five  rounds  grouping  at 
100  yds.,  and  ten  application  and  rapid  fire  at  200.  A  bombardment 
appeared  to  be  in  progress  in  the  direction  of  Arras,  and,  later,  Annezin 
reported  more  severe  shelling  about  Bethune.  Shortly  after  midnight 
when  the  moon  rose,  enemy  aircraft  came  over  and  tried  to  wreck 
the  railway  yard  with  bombs.  Almost  before  the  deafening  crashes 
had  ceased,  one  of  the  redoubtable  sisters  at  the  farm  harnessed  up  a 
horse  and  drove  off  to  the  station  bringing  back  a  huge  hogshead  of 
white  wine  which  had  apparently  been  in  the  freight  shed  there  await¬ 
ing  removal.  About  1.00  a.m.,  a  runner  arrived  with  an  urgent  mes¬ 
sage  warning  the  O.C.  to  have  three  officers  ready  to  leave  at  sunrise 
for  an  unstated  destination.  A  terrific  cannonade  was  then  in  pro¬ 
gress,  the  whole  northeastern  sky  being  aflame  with  the  flash  of  guns 
and  reflection  of  star  shells.  With  dawn  came  a  report  that  the  enemy 
had  broken  through  our  front  near  St.  Quentin  the  previous  day  and 
that  the  row  overnight  was  merely  a  counter-demonstration  by  the 
1st  and  4th  Canadian  Divisions  with  H.E.,  gas  and  thermite.  By 
9-00  a.m.,  the  Company,  less  Sections  1  and  4,  was  standing  to,  ready 
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to  move  off  under  the  O.C.  who  had  hurried  back  from  Annezin,  but 
no  further  orders  arrived. 

Meanwhile,  the  second-in-command,  Lieutenants  Adam  and  Miller 
had  proceeded  by  lorry,  with  the  C.R.E.  and  officers  of  the  4th  and 
5th  Companies  to  Roclincourt  and  had  gone  over  work  there  with 
one  of  the  field  companies  of  the  56th  London  Division  which  the 
2nd  Canadian  Division  was  preparing  to  relieve.  The  sector  appeared 
quiet  enough,  but  Arras  was  being  given  a  tremendous  pounding. 
After  lunching  at  an  excellent  officers’  club  on  the  Arras-Lens  Road 
opposite  Ecurie,  the  two  junior  officers  rejoined  their  unit. 

To-day,  the  skipper,  whose  warrant  came  through  some  days 
ago,  took  the  last  train  from  Aubigny  for  Paris  before  all  leave  was 
cancelled.  Sections  in  Hersin  continued  standing  to  until  4.45  this 
afternoon  when,  in  response  to  orders  received  an  hour  and  a  half 
before,  they  marched  under  the  O.C.  to  Villers  au  Bois  where  they 
are  now  billetted. 

The  enemy’s  drive  on  Thursday  morning,  it  appears,  was  mainly 
against  trenches  north  of  the  river  Oise  which  General  Gough  took 
over  from  our  Allies  in  January.  Before  the  show  started,  our  line, 
according  to  the  map,  ran  from  its  junction  with  the  French  at  Barisis, 
through  Beautor,  Travecy,  Moy,  Urvillers,  Gauchy,  heights  one  mile 
west  of  St.  Quentin,  Gricourt,  Pontru,  Villeret,  Lempire,  Gauche 
Wood,  Ribecourt,  Flesquieres,  Bullecourt,  Cherisy  Hill,  Cavalry 
Farm,  Twin  Copse  east  of  Monchy,  Roeux  Chemical  Works  and 
Gavrelle  Mill  to  the  south  limit  of  the  Canadian  Corps’  area.  Since 
then,  it  is  reported  to  have  been  withdrawn  behind  the  battle  zone 
across  the  whole  of  the  Fifth  and  the  Third  Army  fronts.  No  one 
knows  what  the  situation  is  at  present,  but  it  looks  as  if  we  may  have 
to  retire  to  this  side  of  the  Somme. 

30th  March,  1918 

After  standing  by  all  Sunday  morning,  the  Company,  less  sections 
in  Annezin,  fell  in  at  12.30  and  marched  to  Mont  St.  Eloy.  During 
the  23rd  and  24th  our  3rd  and  4th  Divisions  extended  their  fronts 
to  the  south  and  north  respectively,  relieving  the  62nd  Yorkshire 
and  1st  Canadian  Divisions.  The  2nd  was  ordered  into  General 
Headquarters  Reserve.  In  the  south,  the  enemy  crossed  the  Somme 
at  Ham.  Weather  was  almost  oppressively  warm. 

Sections  1  and  4  under  Lieutenant  Weldon  rejoined  the  Company 
on  the  25th.  The  day  was  bright  with  a  high  wind.  Detachments 
from  the  other  two  sections  proceeded  to  Roclincourt  and  drove 
Stakes  for  wiring  in  a  new  reserve  line.  That  night  our  line  ran  from 
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Noyon  through  Beaulieu,  Eiancourt,  Hattencourt,  Chaulnes,  Estrees, 
Erise,  Fricourt,  Thiepval,  Beaumont-Hamel,  Puisieux,  Bucquoy, 
Courcelles,  Boyelles,  Henin  and  Eampoux  to  Roeux. 

The  26th  was  bright  and  decidedly  cold,  with  a  variable  wind. 
Sections  1  and  4  took  over  wiring  operations  at  Roclincourt.  True 
to  national  characteristics,  a  Chinese  labour  battalion,  digging  a 
trench  nearby,  was  taking  endless  pains  to  ensure  conformity  within 
the  nearest  inch  to  a  template  which  had  been  given  it.  Lieutenant 
W.  E.  Denley,  M.C.,  was  taken  on  strength  from  the  50th  Battalion. 
Move  orders  having  been  received  late  in  the  day,  the  Company  fell 
in  at  11.00  p.m.,  and  marched  with  the  6th  Brigade  under  a  bright 
moon  to  Pommier,  which  was  reached  early  on  the  27th.  Here  the 
men,  some  of  whom  had  been  on  the  go  since  the  previous  morning, 
turned  in  for  a  sleep.  After  sunrise  a  cold  wind  blew  from  the  north 
but  the  sky  remained  clear. 

All  that  day  and  the  next  which  was  stormy  and  wet,  sections 
stood  to  at  Pommier  under  orders  not  to  leave  billets  but  to  be  ready 
to  move  off  at  a  half  hour’s  notice. 

The  1st  Canadian  Division,  which  had  proceeded  by  bus 
to  Couturelle,  was  hurried  back  north  and  settled  down  behind 
Arras.  A  tremendous  bombardment  broke  out  in  that  direction  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th  and  raged  all  day.  Under  its  cover,  the  enemy 
made  a  desperate  attempt  to  force  a  passage  through  depleted  ranks 
of  the  3rd  Division  and  capture  the  city.  The  Old  Contemptibles, 
however,  with  the  Guards  and  15th  Scottish  on  their  right  and  left 
flanks,  were  equal  to  the  occasion  and,  though  pushed  back  to  the 
line  Boisleux-Mercatel-Neuville  Vitasse-Eeuchy,  the  front  held. 
Albert  was  evacuated,  while  south  of  the  Somme  the  enemy  made 
progress  in  the  direction  of  Moreuil,  Demuin  and  Marcelcave. 

On  Good  Friday,  the  weather  cleared  but  remained  raw  and  cold. 
In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  the  6th  Brigade,  the  Com¬ 
pany  moved  forward  under  Lieutenant  Miall  to  Berles  au  Bois.  The 
O.C.  with  Lieutenants  Adam  and  Weldon,  rode  ahead  to  Bretencourt, 
where  they  reported  to  the  C.R.E-  of  the  3rd  Division  which  the 
2nd  Canadian  Division  had  been  ordered  to  relieve.  Later,  a  runner 
was  dispatched  with  instructions  for  Lieutenant  Miall  to  bring 
the  Company  on  to  Riviere,  where  it  arrived  at  6.00  p.m.  At  night 
the  4th  Canadian  Infantry  Brigade  took  over  the  Neuville  Vitasse 
Sector. 

To-day  has  been  fine.  Drivers  who  had  bivouaced  alongside 
their  horses  outside  the  village  overnight,  moved  into  huts  and  took 
possession  of  covered  standings,  vacated  by  outgoing  units.  Between 
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8.00  and  11.00  a.m.,  heavy  gunfire  was  observed  on  our  right  front, 
where  the  Guards  are  reported  to  have  repulsed  an  attack  from  the 
direction  of  Hamelincourt  and  Moyenneville.  There  was  also  much 
hostile  aerial  activity.  The  2nd  Canadian  Division,  which  is  now  in 
General  Haldane’s  VI  Corps  along  with  the  42nd,  32nd  and  Guards 
Divisions,  has  completed  relief  of  the  3rd,  and  with  its  5th  Brigade 
has  also  taken  over  the  line  from  Boisleux  St.  Marc  to  Mercatel 
inclusive  from  the  3rd  Guards  Brigade.  The  1st  Canadian  Division 
has  replaced  the  15th  on  our  immediate  left. 

6th  April,  1918 

March  went  out  with  bright  Easter  sunshine  and  an  azure  sky 
flecked  with  white.  The  O.C.  accompanied  by  Lieutenants  Adam 
and  Miall,  with  a  party  of  N.C.O’s.,  made  a  trip  of  inspection  over 
the  forward  area.  The  4th  Canadian  Division,  having  handed  the 
Hill  70  Sector  over  to  the  46th,  came  in  north  of  Arras  to  relieve  the 
56th.  The  latter  was  badly  mauled  in  last  week’s  bombardment 
which  accounted  for  nearly  all  officers  of  the  field  company  the  6th 
had  arranged  to  relieve  on  the  22nd.  In  order  to  straighten  our  line 
north  of  Fampoux,  it  was  withdrawn  to  within  a  thousand  yards  of 
Bailleul  and  Willerval.  The  7th  Brigade  are,  however,  it  is  reported, 
still  holding  Billie  Burke  with  its  mined  funk  holes  as  an  outpost 
line. 

April  1st  was  bright  but  cool.  Sections  2  and  3  were  given  in¬ 
struction  in  use  of  the  Lewis  Gun,  of  which  weapon  one  is  being  issued 
to  each  field  company  for  defence  against  hostile  aircraft.  Sections  1 
and  4  took  over  all  trench  work  and,  on  the  2nd,  started  deepening, 
draining  and  cutting  firesteps  in  the  so-called  Purple  line  and  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Switch.  Labour  was  supplied  by  the  18th,  19th,  20th  and 
25th  Battalions.  To  facilitate  identification  of  trenches  in  use,  sap¬ 
pers  under  Lieutenant  Denley  started  marking  them  with  signs  at  all 
important  intersections.  Due  to  relief  of  the  5th  by  the  6th  Brigade 
on  the  right,  no  infantry  were  available  for  work  at  night. 

The  3rd  was  cloudy  and  dull.  Lieutenant  Adam  surveyed  some 
old  dugouts  in  the  talus  near  Agny  Crucifix,  with  a  view  to  their 
extension  and  conversion  into  left  brigade  headquarters.  An 
N.C.O.  and  three  sappers  were  detailed  to  strengthen  cellars  at 
Basseux  for  use  of  the  divisional  staff.  At  night,  150  men  from  the 
20th,  and  double  that  number  from  the  21st  Battalion,  worked  on 
Telegraph  Hill  Switch  east  and  west  of  the  railway.  Hostile  artillery 
activity  increased  to  such  a  pitch  that  the  whole  force  was  withdrawn 
before  tasks  were  completed,  and  ordered  to  stand  to.  No  infantry 
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action  developed  and  the  bombardment  appears  to  have  been  merely 
a  holding  demonstration  in  support  of  a  further  effort  on  the  enemy’s 
part  next  morning  to  break  through  at  Amiens. 

The  4th  was  dull,  raw  and  wet.  Sections  1  and  4  were  relieved 
by  3  and  2  on  work  in  the  forward  area.  Excavation  by  shifts  was 
started  at  Agny  dugouts.  Lieutenant  Eraser  arrived  back  from 
London  and  Captain  Weatherbe  from  Paris.  Shells  from  a  gun  over 
sixty  miles  away  have  fallen  in  the  latter  city  every  day  since  the 
23rd  of  March.  After  the  first  surprise  their  explosion  attracted 
little  attention  except  on  Good  Friday  when  a  chance  shot  hit  a 
church,  killing  seventy-six  and  wounding  ninety  of  the  worshippers. 
The  20th  and  21st  Battalions  again  supplied  big  night  parties,  550 
men  reporting  to  Section  3,  at  7.00  p.m.,  and  working  up  to  midnight. 
Rain  fell  towards  morning. 

Yesterday  the  sky  remained  overcast.  The  Company  was 
ordered  to  prepare  all  bridges  over  the  Crinchon  River,  within  the 
divisional  area,  for  demolition.  Fitters  were  detailed  to  repair 
boiler,  pump  and  piping  at  Bailleulval  baths.  Others  were  sent  to 
salve  material  from  those  on  the  Beaurains-Mercatel  Road,  abandoned 
when  the  enemy  started  his  drive  and  now  within  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
of  the  front  line.  Day  work  on  reserve  trenches  was  carried  on  by 
the  27th  Battalion.  Hostile  artillery  was  active  all  day,  especially  on 
the  right  where  the  enemy  appears  to  have  attacked  along  the  whole 
line  to  the  south.  The  VI  Corps  flank  was  involved  but  held  firm. 
At  Bucquoy,  near  La  Signy  Fme.  and  in  Aveluy  Wood,  neighbouring 
divisions  yielded  ground,  while  beyond  the  Somme,  the  German  ad¬ 
vance  reached  the  Avre-Luce  River  junction,  Hangard  Wood,  and  to 
within  2,000  yds.  of  Corbie.  After  dark,  the  5th  Brigade  relieved  the 
4th  opposite  Neuville  Vitasse. 

An  officer  was  detailed,  to-day,  to  examine  all  water  supply 
facilities  in  the  forward  area,  with  a  view  to  their  destruction.  Bridge 
No.  12,  alongside  the  horse  watering  troughs  between  Riviere  and 
Bretencourt,  was  made  ready  to  blow.  Anxiety  of  the  staff  regarding 
these  demolition  preparations,  intensified  as  the  enemy’s  offensive 
continues,  is  probably  justified,  since  his  troops  are  said  to  have  crossed 
the  Somme  and  Ancre  on  bridges  left  intact  when  our  rear  guards 
withdrew. 

After  a  bright  clear  morning,  the  sky  clouded  up  and  to-night  it 
is  raining  heavily. 

So  long  as  danger  exists  of  a  break  through  on  this  front,  where 
the  enemy’s  line  approaches  nearest  to  the  sea  at  Abbeville,  it  seems 
unlikely  the  Division  will  be  moved.  The  Company,  anyway,  is 
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settled  comfortably  in  its  new  billets.  The  orderly  room  is  in  a 
building  near  Riviere  Chateau,  which  has  been  taken  over  by  the 
C.R.E.  The  O.C.  has  quarters  in  a  three-storey  chalk  farmhouse  on 
the  north  side  of  the  main  street,  while  for  mess  a  big  room,  which 
occupies  half  the  cottage  lying  in  the  crotch  where  the  road  forks  in 
Grosville,  has  been  appropriated.  This  hamlet  combines  with 
Riviere,  Bellacourt,  Fermont  and  Bretencourt  to  form  one  long  strag¬ 
gling  village.  Their  houses,  practically  intact  and  still  occupied  by 
families  of  their  proprietors,  line  both  sides  of  the  Crinchon  valley 
which  runs  due  north-east  towards  Arras,  and  is  roughly  parallel  to  and 
distant  three  and  a  half  miles  behind  the  front  line.  In  between, 
sprawling  along  the  crest  of  a  low  ridge,  and  including  the  flattened 
ruins  of  Blaireville  and  Beaurains,  is  located  the  enemy’s  old,  enor¬ 
mously  strong  trench  system,  abandoned  a  year  ago  when  he  began  his 
retreat.  Ground  beyond,  which  is  partly  under  observation  from 
Neuville  Vitasse,  falls  away  to  the  south  and  east  in  a  succession  of 
minor  ridges  and  hollows,  slashed  across  in  the  middle  distance  by  the 
deep  cuttings  and  an  embankment  of  the  Arras-Bapaume  Railway. 
Of  what  were  once  four  villages — Ficheux,  Mercatel,  and  the  two 
Boisleux — St.  Marc  and  Au  Mont — the  enemy,  immediately  prior 
to  his  withdrawal,  succeeded  in  leaving  practically  nothing  visible 
above  ground. 

13th  April,  1918 

Ever  since  the  expedition  to  Ranchicourt  with  bridging  equip¬ 
ment,  a  month  ago,  when,  it  appears,  an  N.C.O.  since  reduced  and 
transferred  to  another  unit,  foolishly  countered  the  demand  of  a 
military  policeman  as  to  where  he  was  bound,  with  a  mal  a  propos 
retort  regarding  the  latter’s  parentage  and  ultimate  destination,  a  fair 
sized  dossier  has  grown  up  about  the  matter.  On  Sunday  the  case 
reached  the  stage  of  a  court  of  enquiry.  Early  indications  of  a  fine 
day  failed  when  the  sky  became  clouded  over  at  noon  and  later  dis¬ 
appeared  in  a  blur  of  rain.  Bridges  5  and  9  over  the  Crinchon  were 
prepared  for  demolition.  Work  was  continued  at  night  on  Telegraph 
Hill  Switch  under  Section  3  by  the  22nd  and  24th  Battalion  garrisons, 
each  platoon  working  on  its  own  portion  of  the  trench  so  as  to  be 
ready  to  man  it  in  case  of  attack.  A  patrol  from  the  25th  captured 
two  prisoners  and  a  machine  gun. 

The  8th  was  wet.  Survey  of  trenches  in  the  forward  area  for 
the  C.R.E-  was  completed.  Detachments  from  Sections  1  and  4 
started  dismantling  huts  at  camps  on  the  Beaurains-Mercatel  Road 
and  alongside  the  railway  cutting  through  Mercatel  Ridge,  abandoned 
during  our  withdrawal.  Forsaking  the  shams  of  city  life  for  rural 
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simplicity  the  1st  Canadian  Division  sidestepped  north  across  the 
Scarpe;  its  place  in  Arras  being  taken  over  by  town-bred  Cockneys 
of  the  56th  Division. 

The  morning  of  the  9th  was  misty  and  dull;  the  afternoon  clear. 
A  half  company  of  the  31st  worked  by  day  on  the  Purple  line.  Charges 
were  prepared  for  blowing  up  water  tanks  in  Grosville.  Sappers, 
removing  spoil  from  mined  galleries  near  Agny  Crucifix,  were  shelled 
with  H.E.  and  gas.  A  report  that  the  enemy  had  broken  through  the 
2nd  Portuguese  Division  front  between  Givenchy  and  Bois  Grenier, 
was  confirmed.  Following  an  order,  warning  the  2nd  Canadian 
Division  to  prepare  for  relief,  two  R.E.  officers  from  the  5th  Division 
reported  and  were  shown  over  work  in  progress  by  Lieutenant  Adam. 
No  infantry  reported  for  work  at  night.  The  4th  Brigade  relieved  the 
6th  in  the  Boisleux  subsector. 

The  10th  was  dull  and  showery  all  day.  Early  in  the  morning 
the  enemy  started  bombarding  the  area  with  his  heavies,  which  con¬ 
tinued  in  action  at  intervals  until  well  on  in  the  afternoon.  The 
projected  relief  was  declared  off.  Day  work  parties  were  supplied  by 
the  18th  Battalion.  Charges  were  inserted  under  both  haunches  of 
Bridge  12.  Sappers  improving  28th  Battalion  headquarters  com¬ 
pleted  work  and  reported  back  to  the  Company.  The  25th  and  26th 
Battalions  worked  on  their  respective  portions  of  Telegraph  Switch 
at  night,  each  man’s  rifle  within  reach.  In  the  north,  German  storm 
troops  reached  Lestrem,  crossed  the  Lys  at  Bac  St.  Maur,  and  over¬ 
ran  Ploegsteert  and  Messines.  Armentieres,  outflanked  and  deluged 
with  gas,  was  evacuated.  Fortunately  the  55th  Lancashire  Division 
recaptured  Givenchy. 

At  9.15  a.m.  on  the  11th,  under  cover  of  a  barrage,  the  enemy 
endeavoured  to  rush  our  lines  opposite  Neuville  Vitasse.  The  attempt 
beaten  off  by  the  24th  Battalion,  succeeded  in  temporarily  dispos¬ 
sessing  a  22nd  Battalion  outpost.  At  2  p.m.  other  storm  troops 
attacked  and  set  foot  in  our  lines  but  they  also  were  driven  out 
with  loss.  Counter  retaliation  for  successive  repulses  and  for  our 
artillery  fire  persisted,  so  that  all  infantery  remained  alert  and  little 
work  was  done.  As  a  result  of  the  show  orders  were  issued  that 
front  and  support  lines  should  be  made  continuous  and  the  necessary 
entrenchment  put  in  hand  forthwith.  As  part  of  the  proposed 
new  work,  Lieutenant  Denley  was  instruced  to  lay  out  a  fire 
trench,  running  from  the  highway  bridge  over  the  Cojeul  River 
west  of  Boisleux  St.  Marc,  in  a  north-easterly  direction,  to  the 
sunken  road  between  that  place  and  Mercatel,  and  to  arrange 
with  the  4th  Brigade  for  its  construction.  Aircraft  patrolled  the  sky 
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between  sunset  and  dark  and  both  artilleries  kept  hammering  away 
on  lines  of  communication  until  far  into  the  night.  In  Flanders 
renewed  pressure  forced  our  line  back  behind  Merville,  Neuf  Berquin, 
and  Hill  63. 

The  12th  was  a  perfect  spring  day.  Bridges  5  and  8  were  charged. 
Planes,  singly  and  in  squadrons,  high  up  against  an  azure  sky,  swam 
in  the  translucent  air.  Abnormal  shelling  towards  evening  was 
probably  intended  to  cover  operations  elsewhere.  After  dark  last 
night  four  Nissen  huts  were  brought  by  lorry  from  a  camp  on  the  Boiry- 
Arras  Road.  The  section  salvaging  material  from  the  one  further 
north  was  shelled  off  the  job  at  midnight.  Due  to  relief  of  the  5th 
by  the  6th  Brigade,  no  work  parties  reported  to  Section  3.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Denley  taped  out  a  close  support  trench,  200  yards  behind  our 
outpost  line,  from  Mercatel  south. 

Early  clouds  slid  away  towards  the  horizon  before  noon  to-day, 
leaving  the  sky  clear  again  all  through  this  sunlit  afternoon.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Emrey  reconnoitred  dugouts  in  the  forward  area  and  examined 
bridges  in  the  vicinity  of  Boisleux  with  a  view  to  their  demolition.  He 
starts  dismantling  one  timber  structure  over  the  Cojeul  to-night. 
Sappers  have  begun  cleaning  out  a  culvert  where  the  Purple  front  line 
and  Ficheux-Agny  road  intersect.  Good  progress  is  being  made  at 
left  brigade  headquarters  where  both  entrances  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  the  chamber  is  in  six  feet. 

The  situation  on  the  Lys  is  serious.  According  to  latest  reports, 
our  line  beyond  Givenchy,  which  still  holds  out  despite  persistent 
attacks,  runs  west  through  Locon  to  the  east  limits  of  Robecq  ;  then 
east  of  north  to  Vieux  Berquin  and  Merris,  which  are  in  enemy  hands; 
and  back,  south  of  Bailleul,  Neuve  Eglise  and  Wytschaete,  to  the 
original  front  near  Hollebeke.  The  Commander-in-Chief  has  issued 
grave  warning  that  every  position  must  be  held  to  the  last.  A  special 
order  of  the  day  expressed  in  less  restrained  terms  has  been  sent  out 
to  units  of  the  Canadian  Corps,  which  has  extended  its  front  to  include 
that  recently  occupied  by  the  46th  Division  and  now  holds  the  line, 
with  the  1st,  3rd  and  4th  Canadian  Divisions  from  the  Scarpe  River 
to  Hill  70.  General  Burstall,  it  is  rumoured,  has  assured  the  VI  Corps 
staff  that  his  division  will  be  able  to  resist  for  a  period  of  three  days, 
without  outside  assistance,  any  attack  the  enemy  is  likely  to  stage  in 
this  sector. 

20th  April,  1918. 

A  week  of  bad  weather  began  with  leaden  skies  and  a  raw  wind. 
By  3  a.m.  on  Sunday  morning  Lieutenant  Emrey’s  N.C.O.’s  and 
sappers  had  almost  completed  dismantling  a  temporary  footbridge 
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over  the  Cojeul  in  Boisleux  St.  Marc.  The  party  was  frequently 
shelled  with  low  bursting  shrapnel  and  H.E.  Further  north,  Lieu- 
senant  Denley  assisted  the  19th  and  20th  Battalions  in  getting  the 
new  close  support  line  dug  through  between  Thrush  and  Kite  trenches; 
while  the  28th  and  29th  carried  on,  under  Lieutenant  Adam  and 
Section  3  with  improvements  to  Telegraph  Hill  Switch. 

Day  parties  on  the  14th  were  found  by  the  20th  Battalion. 

The  15th  was  dull  and  cold  with  drizzling  rain  at  night.  Bailleul, 
which  in  Locrehof  days  used  to  be  considered  a  haven  of  refuge  by 
troops  just  back  from  the  trenches,  fell  to  the  invaders.  | 

On  the  16th,  it  appeared  for  a  time  that  the  enemy  had  at  last 
decided  to  start  his  long  expected  push  on  this  front.  At  9  a.m.  he 
dropped  a  barrage  across  our  sector  and  that  of  the  2nd  Imperial 
Division  which  had  come  in  on  our  right.  Section  2  working  on  the 
reserve  line  was  caught  in  the  bombardment  and  stood  to  arms  along 
with  the  29th  Battalion  garrison;  Lieutenant  Fraser  reporting  to  the 
senior  officer  present.  Under  the  screen  of  bursting  shells,  which 
continued  to  fall  without  intermission  for  two  hours,  Germans  actually 
did  attack  and  captured  a  trench  in  front  of  Boisleux  St.  Marc  from 
the  1st  King’s  Liverpools,  young,  half-trained  recruits  just  out  from 
England.  Lieutenant  Emrey,  with  Corporal  Clark,  C.H.,  and 
Sapper  Stephenson  was,  at  the  time,  preparing  to  demolish  the  Cojeul 
River  heavy  traffic  trestle  at  the  other  end  of  the  village.  He  and 
his  men  continued  working  until  all  charges  were  in  position  and  con¬ 
nected  to  leads.  He  then  reported  to  Battalion  headquarters  in  a 
sunken  road  300  yards  to  the  north,  while  the  others  stood  by,  ready 
to  blow  the  structure.  This  proved  unnecessary,  as  platoons  from 
the  19th  Battalion  promptly  drove  the  nearest  invaders  back  to 
their  own  warren,  recovered  two  Lewis  guns  and  later  assisted 
Kings,  Staffords  and  artilleries  of  both  divisions  to  repel  a  second 
attack  which  is  now  thought  to  have  been  more  than  a  feint  to  mask 
further  advances  in  the  north.  These  carried  forward  the  enemy’s 
line  from  the  outskirts  of  Robecq  through  St.  Eloris,  Quatre  Fils 
Aymon,  Meulehoek,  Vleugelhoek,  Watergat,  Donegal  Farm,  Day¬ 
light  Corner,  Spy  Farm,  Farm  La  Gache  to  Petit  Bois.  Section  3 
during  the  day  completed  Agny  dugout  and  started  putting  in  par¬ 
tition,  tables  and  eight  bunks. 

Next  day  the  dugout  for  divisional  headquarters  in  Basseux 
was  also  finished.  Day  parties  on  the  Purple  Line  were  supplied  by 
the  22nd  Battalion,  and  work  on  Telegraph  Hill  Switch  front,  and 
support  lines  carried  on  at  night  by  the  27th  and  31st,  which  together 
supplied  575  men. 
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Rain  beginning  in  the  afternoon  continued  to  soak  the  ground 
throughout  the  18th.  The  Company  assumed  responsibility  for 
demolition  of  a  railway  bridge  over  the  road  connecting  the  two 
Boisleux,  relieving  a  guard  of  the  5th  (Imperial)  Held  Company 
which  had  prepared  the  charges.  Lorry  drivers  hauling  material  at 
night  from  the  old  camp  which  Section  1  is  wrecking,  were  reported 
for  refusing  to  make  a  second  trip  down  the  road  from  Beaurains, 
the  former  claimed  new  shell  holes  had  rendered  unsafe.  The 
enemy  again  failed  to  over-run  Givenchy. 

Yesterday  was  cold  with  a  light  fall  of  snow.  Engine  and  pump 
were  removed  from  the  old  Boiry-Chat  Maigre  Road  camp  and 
charges  made  ready  to  blow  the  well.  Section  1  started  re-erecting 
salvaged  huts  for  the  22nd  Battalion  at  Bailleulval.  Lieutenant 
Miller  was  detailed  to  report  on  all  roads  and  tracks  running  back 
from  the  Crinchon  valley  which  Division  may  use  should  a  retirement 
be  ordered.  Leads  for  blowing  up  bridges  23  and  5  were  tested.  Due 
to  a  strafe  up  front,  the  31st  Battalion  work  party  stood  to  for  an  hour 
last  night.  The  VI  Corps  staff  appears  to  be  getting  decidedly  windy  and 
evidently  anticipates  a  hostile  attempt  at  a  break  through  on  this  front. 

Cold,  dull  weather  has  delayed  vegetation  so  that  it  is  scarcely 
more  advanced  to-day  than  it  was  three  weeks  ago. 

27th  April,  1918 

Our  own  and  the  enemy’s  aircraft  took  advantage  of  high  visi¬ 
bility  on  Sunday  to  carry  out  observation.  Reclamation  of  three 
dugouts  in  the  old  British  front  line  1000  yards  S.E.  of  Wailly,  for  use 
as  right  brigade  headquarters,  was  put  in  hand.  Three  shifts  per 
day,  each  consisting  of  a  sapper  and  forty  infantry,  were  arranged  for. 
A  special  road  repair  party,  started  work  behind  Fermont  and  Riviere. 
Hostile  artillery  at  night  pumped  shells  into  Riviere,  a  legitimate  but, 
since  the  place  is  full  of  women  and  children,  always  regrettable  form 
of  frightfulness.  Baron  von  Richthofen,  leader  of  the  famous  circus 
that  played  havoc  last  year  with  our  old  R.E.  8’s,  was  reported  killed, 
his  machine  having  been  shot  down  near  the  Somme. 

On  the  22nd,  one  of  our  own  planes  developed  engine  trouble  and 
crashed  in  front  of  the  Purple  Line  where  a  half  company  of  the  24th 
Battalion  was  at  work  with  Section  2.  The  occupant  escaped  with  a 
shaking  up.  530  men  from  the  19th  and  21st  Battalions  toiled  at 
night  in  drenching  rain  on  Telegraph  Hill  Switch,  where  a  new  com¬ 
pany  headquarters  in  front  of  Crab  Lane  was  begun.  A  shot  of  rum 
at  midnight  restored  circulation  in  the  bodies  of  ten  waterlogged 
sappers  who  had  supervised  the  work. 
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Next  morning,  after  a  final  downpour,  the  weather  cleared.  A 
cheering  message  was  received  that  the  British  Navy  had  pulled  off  a 
daring  raid  on  the  Belgian  Coast;  blowing  up  Zeebrugge  Mole  and 
sinking  some  old  cruisers  in  the  harbour  there  and  at  Ostend.  Orders 
were  issued  for  Sections  1  and  4  to  act  with  the  divisional  rear  guard, 
in  case  a  withdrawal  on  this  front  becomes  necessary.  In  such  event, 
they  will  be  responsible  for  delaying  the  enemy’s  advance  by  blowing 
road  craters,  felling  trees  across  highways  and  demolishing  bridges. 
Officers,  with  selected  parties  of  N.C.O.’s  and  men,  spent  the  day 
reconnoitring  the  rear  area  with  this  in  view.  No.  2  Section’s  day 
party  from  the  24th  Battalion  worked  astride  the  Ficheux-Boisleux 
Road.  Carpenters  at  R.E.  Park  made  fourteen  water  troughs. 
Villages  in  rear,  as  well  as  the  whole  forward  area,  were  again 
subjected  to  heavy  shelling  between  10  p.m.  and  midnight. 
Numerous  breaks  in  our  wire  were  repaired  by  regular  maintenance 
patrols. 

The  24th  was  misty  and  dull.  On  orders  from  the  staff,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Denley,  after  warning  right  and  left  battalion  headquarters 
at  3  p.m.,  blew  up  the  trestle  over  the  Cojeul  in  Boisleux  St.  Marc. 
South  of  the  Somme,  Germans  are  reported  to  have  attacked  the 
Allied  line  on  either  side  of  our  junction  with  the  French,  advancing 
with  fifteen  tanks  and  occupying  Hangard  and  Villers  Bretonneux. 
The  last-named  was  recovered  next  day  together  with  its  new  garrison 
to  the  number  of  1000  by  troops  from  “down  under.”  In  the  north, 
the  enemy  forced  the  weakened  9th  Scottish  Division  to  relinquish 
St.  Eloi  and  drove  reinforcements  from  the  French  28th  and  154th 
Divisions  back  over  Kemmel  Hill  and  out  of  Dranoutre.  He  claims 
also  to  have  captured  6,000  prisoners.  At  night  the  18th  and  20th 
Battalions  cleaned  out  communication  trenches  running  back  to  the 
old  German  support  line  behind  Beaurains  Ridge,  and  with  a  couple 
of  sappers  to  direct  the  work  reclaimed  dugouts  in  the  latter,  north 
of  Skate  and  Bass  Lanes. 

Yesterday,  a  high  concrete  O-Pip  in  the  old  German  support  line 
west  of  Blaireville  was  toppled  over,  after  being  undermined  by  suc¬ 
cessive  explosions  of  a  few  pounds  of  ammonal  beneath  one  side  of 
the  foundation.  It  had  been  constructed  inside  a  house,  the  walls 
of  which  have  long  since  disappeared.  As  our  men  started  out  to 
meet  an  18th  Battalion  wiring  party,  the  western  sky  glowed  with 
transcendent  glory  from  the  vanished  sun. 

To-day,  a  bridge  to  carry  the  light  railway  over  Telegraph  Hill 
Switch  was  completed.  On  orders  from  the  C.R.E.,  the  bore  hole, 
used  as  a  well,  400  yards  west  of  Mercatel  Shrine,  was  blown. 
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All  those  sodden  acres  between  Hooge  and  Passchendaele  for 
which  nearly  every  division  in  the  British  Expeditionary  Force 
sacrificed  a  substantial  portion  of  its  effective  strength  last  year, 
have  been  abandoned.  Our  new  front  in  Flanders  runs  from  east  of 
St.  Jans  Cappel,  via  Koudekot,  Locre  Hospice,  Butterfly  Farm, 
Kemmelbeek,  Ridgewood,  Elzenwalle,  Bedford  House,  Zillebeke 
Lake  and  Hell  Fire  Corner  to  Wieltje. 

This  week  our  Air  Force  dropped  bombs  on  Metz  and  Coblence. 
Since  March,  we  claim  to  have  brought  down  1,000  enemy  planes. 

4th  May,  1918 

A  sudden  eruption  of  artillery  fire  north  of  Arras,  accompanied 
by  the  usual  pyrotechnics,  during  the  night  of  the  27th  and  28th  was 
due  to  a  raid  by  the  3rd  Brigade.  The  28th  was  dull.  Award  of  the 
Military  Medal  by  General  Haldane  to  Corporal  Clarke,  C.E-,  and 
Sapper  Stephenson,  H.L.,  for  acts  of  gallantry  in  the  field  was  posted 
in  orders.  Five  wells  in  Ficheux  were  covered  and  sodded  over  to 
deny  their  use  to  the  enemy  should  he  break  through.  Sapper 
Kennedy  left  for  England  and  the  R.A.F.  Hostile  planes  flew  low 
over  Riviere  between  4  and  5  p.m.  At  2  next  morning  all  guns  on 
the  divisional  front  roared  into  action.  Under  cover  of  their  fire, 
250  picked  men  from  the  19th  and  21st  Battalions  ransacked  the 
trenches  opposite  our  left  front  and  brought  back  ten  prisoners. 

On  the  29th,  cross  country  tracks  from  Wailly  to  the  Marble 
Arch,  and  from  Riviere  to  Kilfauns  Copse,  were  staked  out.  Showers 
during  the  day  settled  into  a  heavy  downpour  at  night.  The  4th 
Brigade  was  relieved  by  the  5th.  Another  effort  to  break  the  Allied 
line  in  Flanders  was  repulsed  with  enormous  enemy  losses. 

The  30th  was  wet.  A  wagon  track  to  the  Arras- Doullens  Road, 
near  Dover  Copse,  was  completed.  All  pontoons  and  trestles  were 
sent  to  the  R.E-  Park,  Maufort,  near  Abbeville,  where  they  are  to 
be  left  in  charge  of  Sapper  Witham  until  required.  Repairs  were 
made  to  a  gas  store  in  Agny  and  to  underground  quarters  for  signallers 
near  Shrimp  Lane.  Work  was  started  on  a  new  report  centre  for 
left  brigade  between  Sprat  and  Skate  Lanes,  and  reconstruction  of 
two  other  dugouts  in  the  old  German  support  line  on  Beaurains 
Ridge  continued.  At  night,  the  25th  and  26th  Battalions  put  out 
wire,  drained  sections  in  front  and  support  trenches,  and  cleaned  out 
old  communication  trenches  in  Telegraph  Hill  Switch. 

Other  work  in  progress  at  the  month  end  included  :  Erection  of 
huts  at  Bailleulval  for  battalions  in  reserve;  tunnelling  haunches  of  a 
stone  arch  near  Basseux  for  demolition  charges,  and  construction  of 


THE  RHINE  and  back 


331 


subways  where  the  Purple  front  line  intersects  the  Ficheux-Agny 
and  Fieheux-Chat  Maigre  Roads. 

May  day  was  overcast  and  cool.  A  short  cut  to  the  Route 
Nationale  from  a  bend  in  the  Bellacourt-Beaumetz  road  was 
graded  to  eliminate  an  existing  detour  through  the  latter  village. 
The  25th  Battalion  supplied  220  men  at  night  to  dig  out  Ray  Fane. 

The  sun  on  the  2nd  shone  with  relaxing  warmth  out  of  a  clear 
sky.  Both  artilleries  registered  and  aircraft  were  aloft  in  force  all 
day.  Between  dusk  and  moonrise,  Lieutenant  Denley  with  two 
sappers  constructed  footbridges  over  our  front  line  just  north  of 
Boisleux  St.  Marc  in  preparation  for  a  raid  scheduled  to  begin  at 
2.30  a.m.  Previous  to  that  hour  the  nocturnal  calm  had  been  dis¬ 
turbed  only  by  an  occasional  burst  of  machine  gun  fire,  or  a  covey 
of  Whispering  Willies  in  flight.  It  was  shattered  when  our  barrage 
came  down  and  two  companies  of  the  28th  Battalion  under  Captains 
Blackburn  and  Salmon,  advancing  over  the  barely  completed  bridges, 
overran  the  enemy’s  whole  foremost  position  between  the  Cojeul 
River  and  old  Boisleux-Henin  line.  Supported  by  murderous  fire 
from  houses  north  of  Bapume  Road  Crucifix,  the  garrison,  barring 
eight  who  surrendered,  fought  to  the  last  and  was  wiped  out.  Further 
north,  the  31st  Battalion  attacked  a  post  which  was  found  empty. 
The  raiders  had  four  killed  and  forty  wounded.  Hostile  retaliation 
caused  some  additional  casualties.  No  infantry  parties  reported  for 
work. 

Following  orders  from  Division  for  immediate  construction  of  a 
new  strong  point  at  Chat  Maigre,  Major  Harrison  to-day  went 
forward  with  Lieutenant  Fraser  and  staked  out  the  work  which  is  to 
be  begun  at  9  p.m.  to-night  by  200  men  from  the  24th  Battalion. 
Excavation  for  a  mine  chamber  behind  the  abutment  of  a  brick  arch 
over  the  dry  creek  near  Blamont  Mill  was  commenced.  A  cross¬ 
country  trail  from  Marble  Arch  to  the  Intermediate  Line  was  laid  out. 
Approach  to  a  subway  which  is  to  carry  the  Purple  support  under 
the  Ficheux-Boisleux  Road  was  dug.  The  road,  which  is  in  a  6-foot 
cut  a  short  distance  ahead,  will  be  mined. 

North  of  the  Scarpe,  the  Canadian  Corps  is  pulling  out  of  the 
line.  Its  3rd  Division  has  been  relieved  by  the  20th  and  24th.  Four  hot 
days  have  brought  on  foliage  with  amazing  rapidity. 

11th  May,  1918 

Moisture  was  precipitated  heavily  on  the  5th,  but  remained  in 
suspension  next  day.  A  repair  gang  from  the  31st  Battalion  fixed  up 
the  road  around  Hairpin  bend  south-east  of  Basseux.  Colonel  W.  B. 
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Anderson,  of  the  Canadian  Corps  staff,  visited  Headquarters.  The 
2nd  is  the  only  Canadian  division  now  in  the  line.  Frontage  held  by 
the  1st  and  4th,  has  been  taken  over  by  the  56th,  15th,  51st  and  52nd. 

Rain  came  down  again  at  night  and  continued  on  and  off  until 
noon  on  the  7th.  Five  reinforcements  reported.  The  Company 
was  ordered  to  prepare  six  light  railway  bridges  for  demolition.  An 
officer  was  detailed  to  take  over,  on  behalf  of  the  Company,  custody 
of  five  loaded  mines  which  the  174th  Tunnelling  Company  had  pre¬ 
pared,  with  responsibility  for  blowing  them  should  occasion  arise. 
They  are  situated  at  the  road  junction  south  of  Basseux;  at  Shrapnel 
Corner  south  of  Bellacourt;  at  Bac  du  Nord;  at  The  Forks,  Gros- 
ville,  and  at  Bretencourt  Cross  Roads.  The  22nd  and  24th  Battalions 
provided  nearly  600  men  for  work  on  Chat  Maigre  redoubt. 

Except  for  heavy  mists  at  dawn  and  dusk,  the  8th  was  fine  and 
clear.  Infantry  detachments  each  consisting  of  25  O.R.  were  attached 
permanently  to  the  rear  guard  demolition  parties  maintained  by 
Sections  1  and  4.  Lieutenant  Adam  left  for  a  Lewis  Gun  Course  at 
G.H.Q.  Small  Arm  School. 

On  the  9th,  Colonel  Bertram,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  VI  Corps, 
accompanied  by  the  second-in-command,  made  an  inspection  of  all 
demolition  preparations  in  the  rear  area.  A  daylight  party  sand¬ 
papered  trenches  roughly  dug  at  Chat  Maigre  overnight.  Respond¬ 
ing  to  warm  sun  which  beat  down  all  day  out  of  a  cloudless  sky,  trees, 
shrubbery  and  hedgerows  burst  into  leaf.  400  lbs.  of  Blastine  was 
deposited  behind  the  haunches  of  the  Basseux  Arch.  At  9.30  p.m.,  on 
orders  from  the  C.R.E.,  Lieutenant  Weldon  blew  up  the  railway 
bridge  over  the  road  connecting  Boisleux  au  Mont  to  Boisleux  St. 
Marc,  releasing  a  guard  which  had  been  standing  by  for  several  weeks. 
On  account  of  Brigade  relief,  no  infantry  reported  for  work. 

Yesterday  the  light  railway  bridge  over  the  Crinchon  north  of 
the  Sugar  Factory  was  got  ready  to  blow.  Lance-Corporal  Clements 
and  Sapper  Payette  finished  an  underground  survey  of  the  old  German 
mine  system  which  starts  at  the  bottom  of  a  shaft  north  of  Ray  Lane. 

To-day,  the  former  was  detailed  to  attend  the  VI  Corps  School 
for  a  course  of  training  in  use  of  the  Lewis  Gun.  It  is  the  intention  to 
arm  each  field  company  with  one  of  these  weapons  for  protection 
against  low-flying  enemy  planes,  and  to  ensure  that  one  or  more 
officers  and  N.C.O.’s  are  capable  of  instructing  gun  crews  in  perfor¬ 
mance  of  their  duties.  The  27th  and  31st  are  supplying  work  parties 
to-night. 

There  has  been  an  extraordinary  amount  of  fighting  in  the  air 
recently.  We  claim,  on  the  9th,  to  have  destroyed  one  balloon  and 
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27  enemy  planes,  besides  bringing  down  12  more  of  the  latter  out  of 
control.  The  other  day  a  shell  exploded  in  a  field  opposite  the 
officers’  mess  where  two  women  have  been  working  early  and  late  to 
get  in  a  crop  of  potatoes.  One  was  killed  outright  and  the  other 
crippled  for  life. 

18th  May,  1918 

Weather  continued  dull  throughout  the  first  two  days  of  the  week, 
with  rain  on  Monday  evening.  A  low  level  wagon  track  was  staked 
out  between  Beaumetz  and  Bac  du  Nord,  where  the  main  highway  is 
on  the  skyline.  A  sapper  was  detailed  to  supervise  construction  of  a 
regimental  aid  post  behind  Tit  support.  Extreme  precautions  have 
to  be  taken  to  prevent  detection  as  the  site  is  on  an  exposed  ridge 
within  a  thousand  yards  of  Dog  Sap  in  the  enemy’s  front  line, 
and  an  easy  mark  for  his  field  guns  and  minenwerfers.  1,500  yds. 
of  S.A.D.A.  wire  was  put  out  in  front  of  the  intermediate  line  behind 
the  railway. 

On  the  14th  three  sappers  blew  up  an  old  concrete  O.  Pip  just 
east  of  the  40  ft.  railway  cutting  through  Mercatel  Ridge.  Further 
north  preparations  were  made  to  tunnel  under  the  track  where  it  is 
crossed  by  a  trench  of  the  Chat  Maigre  Redoubt.  Repairs  to  right 
and  left  brigade  signal  dugouts  were  completed  and  a  chamber  for 
a  support  company  headquarters  in  front  of  the  latter,  started. 
Subway  carrying  the  Purple  support  under  the  Eicheux-Boisleux 
Road  was  cut  through ;  and  the  gallery  for  a  mine  in  front  broken  out 
from  the  east  wall. 

Planes  were  out  in  force  on  the  15th.  Ignition  boxes  were  placed 
at  four  light  railway  bridges  to  provide  for  their  destruction  by  fire. 
At  night  the  5th  Brigade  relieved  the  4th  on  the  right. 

On  the  16th,  twenty  P.W.P.  infantry  and  ten  sappers  of  No.  1 
Section  began  sinking  a  shaft  for  dugout  and  road  crater  where  the 
Ficheux- Mercatel  Road  crosses  the  railway.  The  party,  as  usual, 
was  broken  up  into  shifts  to  ensure  continuity  of  work.  Just  before 
sunset  one  of  our  fighting  squadrons  engaged  an  enemy  formation, 
which  eventually  broke  away  and  fled.  From  10.00  p.m.,  to  midnight, 
the  enemy  bombarded  Riviere.  If  his  target  was  a  growing  pile  of 
ammunition  alongside  the  light  railway,  his  gunners  were  firing  short, 
as  their  second  salvo  hit  one  of  the  Company’s  tool  carts  and  blew 
the  wheel  of  a  limber  clear  over  the  stables’  roof.  Due  to  prompt 
action  of  the  drivers  who  turned  out  and  galloped  their  horses  through 
the  barrage  to  a  place  of  safety,  no  animals  were  hit,  and  the  only 
casualty  resulted  through  Driver  Mitchell  stopping  a  bit  of  shrapnel 
with  his  leg. 
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Yesterday,  custody  of  Bridges  No.  3  and  5  between  Basseux- 
and  Bellacourt,  preparations  for  demolition  of  which  had  been  com¬ 
pleted,  was  turned  over  to  the  174th  Tunnellers,  together  with  three 
mines  which  they  had  loaded  themselves  at  Basseux,  Shrapnel  Corner 
and  Bac  du  Nord.  Objection  was  taken  by  our  officers  that  these  latter 
had  been  equipped  with  but  a  single  system  of  leads,  whereas  at  least 
two  electrical  and  two  ignition  detonators  are  considered  necessary 
for  important  charges;  especially  if  considerable  time  is  likely  to  elapse 
before  they  are  blown. 

To-day,  sappers  detailed  for  rear  guard  duty  in  case  of  withdrawl 
spotted  trees  near  Wailly,  as  potential  obstructions  to  traffic.  Charges 
were  placed  in  the  brick  arch  near  Blamont  Mill. 

Since  Tuesday  the  weather  has  been  fine  and  almost  too  warm. 
Sunny  France  is  at  last  living  up  to  her  reputation.  Little  chalk 
walled  cottages,  planted  haphazard  at  amazing  angles  along  the  village 
street,  stand  out  against  a  background  of  ever  deepening  verdure. 
The  ancient  Artesian  chateau  of  Bretencourt,  famous  for  its  gardens 
and  bubbling  pools,  is  almost  smothered  under  a  canopy  of  leaves. 
Further  east  vegetation  is  covering  up  old  scars  in  the  landscape 
faster  than  high  explosive  can  make  new  ones.  Behind  Ficheux, 
grass  is  gay  with  buttercups,  clover  is  knee  deep,  and  the  first  poppies 
are  in  bloom.  Fortunately,  as  night  approaches,  cool  airs  steal  up 
the  valley  to  make  sleep  possible  for  those  not  on  duty. 

The  German  press  is  full  of  indignant  protests  because  our  bomb¬ 
ing  planes  carried  out  an  air  raid  on  Cologne  yesterday.  Extraordin¬ 
ary  people! 

25th  May,  1918 

Sunday  was  clear  and  hot.  Custody  of  bridges  carrying  light 
railway  tracks  over  the  Crinchon  at  five  crossings  between  Basseux 
and  Wailly,  was  handed  over  to  the  9th  Canadian  Railway  Troops. 

200  men  at  night  extended  and  thickened  wire  in  front 
of  the  Intermediate  line.  Hostile  aircraft  bombed  London.  Aus¬ 
tralians  recaptured  Ville  sur  Ancre. 

Weather  continued  fine  and  warm  throughout  the  20th  and  21st. 
Eleven  hundred  pounds  of  Blastine  in  boxes  was  packed  into  a  mine 
chamber  under  the  Ficheux- Boisleux  Road  in  front  of  the  Purple 
support  subway,  and  work  on  a  dugout  opening  off  the  latter,  to  accom¬ 
modate  twelve  sappers  including  a  mine  guard,  started.  Sergeant 
Spruit,  G.  K.,  left  for  England  on  transfer  to  the  Royal  Air  Force. 
Shortly  after  midnight,  a  31st  Battalion  raiding  party,  accompanied 
by  sappers  of  the  4th  Field  Company  with  mobile  explosive  charges, 
entered  the  German  lines  in  Neuville  Vitasse  and  bombed  dugouts 
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under  the  church.  Eleven  prisoners  and  a  machine  gun  were  brought 
back.  Later  5th  Brigade  raiders  brought  in  3  more  squareheads. 

At  8.00  a.m.,  on  the  22nd,  hostile  aircraft  dropped  several  bombs 
from  a  great  height  on  the  R.E.  dump  in  Riviere,  wounding  several 
men  at  work  there.  Two  little  boys,  one  just  old  enough  to  walk, 
fortunately  escaped  injury.  Too  terrified  to  cry,  they  hurried  away 
as  fast  as  the  smaller  could  set  foot  to  ground.  Later,  the  village  was 
shelled. 

Presence  of  children  in  the  danger  zone  is  one  of  this  war’s  most 
distressing  characteristics.  One  mite,  some  fourteen  months  old, 
lives  near  the  orderly  room.  When  not  being  carried  by  one  of  our 
men,  she  is  for  ever  toddling  about  on  ridiculously  inadequate  legs, 
exploring  mysteries  inside  the  stable  and  cook  house  or  gazing  at  an 
endless  procession  of  men,  horses  and  lorries  moving  in  the  dusty 
street  beyond.  Her  entire  existence  has  been  passed  within  sound  and 
range  of  the  guns  so  that  if  she  survives,  and  the  war  lasts  another 
year  or  two,  bursting  shells  will  come  to  be  accepted  as  normal  pheno¬ 
mena  of  everyday  life  like  disagreeable  changes  in  weather. 

For  an  hour  after  sundown  on  the  22nd,  all  ranks  carried  on  with 
their  usual  occupations,  wearing  gas  masks.  This,  it  was  announced 
in  orders,  is  to  be  repeated  at  a  different  time  each  day  immediately 
notification  is  sent  out.  During  the  night  the  4th  Brigade  relieved 
the  6th  in  the  left  subsector.  Taking  advantage  of  a  full  moon, 
enemy  aircraft  dropped  bombs  in  the  back  area.  One,  with  a  quick 
action  fuse,  fell  in  the  Divisional  Ammunition  Column  lines  across 
the  street  from  those  of  the  Company,  killing  or  maiming  a  dozen  or 
more  animals.  In  the  morning  the  place  was  a  shambles.  With  the 
utmost  sang  froid  a  young  girl  emerged  from  the  adjoining  farmhouse 
and  proceeded  to  cut  a  rump  steak  out  of  the  flank  of  one  still  warm 
carcass. 

A  fresh  breeze  blew  on  the  23rd.  An  officer  and  thirty  O.R.  from 
the  Canadian  Corps  Cyclists  were  attached  to  the  Company  for  rations. 
At  night,  shifts  tunnelling  under  the  Arras-Bapaume  Railway  from 
either  side  broke  through  and  shook  hands.  Sappers,  machine  gun¬ 
ners  and  infantry  from  the  21st  Battalion  put  out  thirty  coils  of  gos¬ 
samer  wire  around  machine  gun  posts  concealed  at  various  points 
astride  the  hollow  between  Beaurains  and  Mercatel  ridges  along  which, 
in  accordance  with  recent  infiltration  tactics,  the  enemy  is  liable  to 
attempt  an  advance. 

Whether  or  not  with  a  view  to  future  re-occupation,  the  enemy, 
when  he  evacuated  his  front  line  in  this  area,  left  its  fortifications  in¬ 
tact.  They  include  concrete  sentry  boxes,  spaced  about  100  yds. 
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apart,  with  here  and  there  one  of  the  cupola-topped,  armour  plate 
type.  On  orders  from  the  staff  covering  destruction  of  such  works, 
experiments  were  conducted  by  officers  of  the  Company.  They  found 
that  a  handful  of  ammonal,  placed  low  down  in  direct  contact  with 
the  interior  wall  of  one  of  the  concrete  structures,  and  lightly  tamped, 
was  sufficient  to  cause  its  collapse,  provided  all  apertures  were 
closed.  On  the  other  hand,  many  times  that  amount  of  explosive 
placed  an  inch  or  so  from  the  wall  and  fired  with  the  door  open,  had 
little  or  no  effect.  These  experiments  incidentally  indicate  that  the 
amount  of  damage  done  to  enemy  mine  shafts  and  dugouts  by  “mob¬ 
ile”  charges  thrown  in  through  their  entrances  is  probably  trifling. 

Rain  yesterday  cleared  the  air,  so  that  this  morning  the  whole 
countryside  is  flashing  in  bright  sunshine.  Overnight  100  P.W.P. 
infantry,  under  Section  2,  cleared  a  long  stretch  of  Fife  Avenue. 

The  enemy  has  been  suspiciously  quiet  this  week.  According 
to  “Comic  Cuts”  there  has,  in  fact,  been  no  fighting  of  any  kind,  except 
in  the  air,  on  the  Western  Front. 

1st  June,  1918 

Sky  on  the  26th  was  overcast  all  day  until  late  in  the  afternoon 
when  clouds  lifted  and  the  sun  went  down  behind  a  bank  of  incandes¬ 
cent  haze. 

The  top  of  Wailly  Church  tower  was  reported  by  the  artillery  to 
be  just  visible  above  surrounding  trees  from  the  enemy’s  lines  and 
to  be  in  use  as  a  registration  mark  for  his  guns.  They  asked  to  have 
it  lowered.  Lieutenant  Weldon  who  was  detailed  to  attend  to  the 
matter  had  the  required  amount  cut  off  by  encircling  it  with  a  girdle 
of  ammonal  and  blowing  the  charge  electrically.  At  night,  a  patrol 
from  the  18th  Battalion  brought  in  a  prisoner. 

The  enemy,  it  was  reported,  having  on  the  27th  broken  through 
the  French  and  British  lines  east  of  Rheims,  crossed  the  Vesle  between 
Fismes  and  Bray  and  advanced  to  a  total  depth  of  13  miles.  Shelling 
of  Paris  by  Big  Bertha,  which  had  been  silent  since  the  first  of  the 
month  when  the  French  claimed  to  have  discovered  its  location  six 
kilometers  South  East  of  La  Fere,  was  resumed. 

Work  on  a  communication  trench  between  the  intermediate  line 
and  Mercatel  was  taken  over  by  the  Company  on  the  28th.  Award 
of  the  Military  Cross  to  Lieutenant  D.  J.  Emrey  was  posted  in  divis¬ 
ional  orders.  American  troops  pushed  the  Germans  out  of  one  of 
their  advanced  positions  near  Cantigny,  north-west  of  Montdidier. 

Next  day  Soissons  fell  to  the  enemy  and  by  nightfall  on  the  30th 
he  reached  the  Marne.  Five  hundred  and  eighty  bags  of  sand  were 
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Officers  of  the  6th  Field  Company,  C.F. 

L.  to  R.,  Standing  :  Ft.  Emrey,  M.C.  .M.M.;  Ft.  Miall,  Major  Harrison, 

Ft.  Denley,  M.C. ;  Capt.  Weatherbe,  M.  C. 

Sitting:  Ft.  Bull,  M.C.;  Ft.  Weldon,  M.C.;  Ft.  Fraser,  Ft.  Miller. 

(Not  present,  Ft.  Adam,  M.C.) 

used  to  tamp  the  mine  under  the  Eicheux-Boisleux  Road;  the  living 
chamber  in  rear  being,  at  the  same  time,  finished  and  equipped  with 
a  dozen  bunks.  A  second  entrance  to  the  Chat  Maigre  dugout  was 
begun.  In  the  afternoon,  the  G.O.C.,  2nd  Canadian  Division, 
accompanied  by  the  C.R.E.  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Montague,  in¬ 
spected  the  Company’s  horse  lines,  complimenting  the  O.C.  on  the 
animals’  condition  and  appearance.  Due  to  clipping  only  trace  high, 
horses  and  mules  have,  in  fact,  come  through  the  winter  in  vastly 
better  condition  this  year  than  last. 

Conforming  to  the  policy  of  mining  all  important  roads  in  the 
forward  area,  a  charge  was  yesterday  placed  under  that  between 
Eicheux  and  Chat  Maigre,  where  it  intersects  the  Purple  front  line. 
After  breakfast,  the  O.C.  attended  a  conference  at  C.R.E.  head¬ 
quarters,  where  details  regarding  forthcoming  reorganization  of  the 
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Divisional  Engineer  Services  was  given  out.  Sponsors  of  the  new 
scheme  maintain  that,  since  sappers,  miners  and  pioneers  are  engaged 
in  the  same  or  similar  classes  of  work,  and  are  equally  liable  to  be 
called  on  in  emergency  to  man  a  section  of  the  front,  they  should  be 
trained  together  and  regrouped  under  a  system  of  command  similar 
to  that  of  the  Infantry.  Its  opponents  point  to  the  high  degree  of 
efficiency  attained  under  existing  conditions;  obvious  advantages  of 
uniformity  with  other  divisions  of  the  British  Army;  continued  neces¬ 
sity  for  employment  of  large  masses  of  unskilled  labour  under  a  few 
technically  trained  experts,  and  to  the  unnecessary  sacrifice,  at  a 
critical  period  in  the  war,  of  all  those  intangible  assets  which  a  unit 
can  acquire  only  by  long  service  in  the  field.  This  latter  consideration 
will  be  felt  less  keenly  among  the  field  companies  which,  to  a  certain 
extent,  retain  their  identity,  than  by  pioneer  battalions  whose 
personnel  will  be  scattered,  and  whose  esprit  de  corps  and  tra¬ 
ditions  must,  to  a  large  extent,  be  replaced  by  other  sources  of 
inspiration. 

Weather,  during  the  whole  of  this  past  week,  has  been  uniformly 
fine,  a  condition  which  no  doubt  has  contributed  to  success  of  the 
enemy’s  latest  push.  As  indicated  on  the  big  map  in  the  C.R.E’s 
office,  this  has  now  resulted  in  formation  of  a  gigantic  salient,  running 
from  Bethany,  southeasterly,  through  Vrigny,  Villers  Tardenois,  and 
Jonquery  to  Dormans;  thence  along  the  Marne  to  the  outskirts  of 
Chateau  Thierry  and  back  to  the  Oise  River  at  Bontoise,  via  Verdilly, 
Neuilly  St.  Front,  Vierzy,  Missy  and  Tartiers. 

The  United  States  has  now  been  in  the  war  fourteen  months 
and  should,  one  imagines,  be  ready  to  pull  its  weight. 

3rd  June,  1918 

On  the  2nd,  Major  C.  B.  Russell  arrived  to  take  command  of  the 
6th  Battalion,  Canadian  Engineers,  which  until  now  has  existed  only 
on  paper.  Weather  was  dry  and  hot.  Work  on  divisional  baths, 
Bailleulval,  was  completed.  A  water  tank  was  set  up  behind  Wailly 
Wood.  Foundation  for  a  second  was  dug  alongside  Marble  Arch 
and  sites  for  several  others  located. 

Some  time  before  daylight  this  morning,  shortly  after  our  work 
parties  had  knocked  off,  four  detachments  of  the  20th  Battalion 
raided  “The  Maze"  South  of  Neuville  Vitasse,  bringing  back  thirteen 
prisoners,  a  trench  mortar  and  a  machine  gun.  At  the  same  time 
strong  patrols  from  the  29th  mopped  up  hostile  outposts  along  the 
Arras-Doullens  Road,  returning  with  six  prisoners  and  two  machine 
guns. 
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8th  June,  1918 

On  the  4th  instant  the  6th  Field  Company  C.E.  ceased,  as  such, 
to  exist.  No.  4  Section  was  broken  up  and  its  personnel  distributed 
among  the  other  three.  These,  with  Headquarters  and  six  platoons 
from  the  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion,  were  reorganized  as  the  6th 
Battalion  Canadian  Engineers.  Thirteen  recruits  from  the  Canadian 
Engineer  Reinforcement  Depot  were,  at  the  same  time,  absorbed 
into  the  new  unit.  D  Company,  it  was  announced,  will  be  formed 
later  from  the  1st  Canadian  Tunnelling  Company. 

The  new  battalion  is  to  consist  of  a  Headquarters  and  four 
companies,  with  the  following  establishment: — - 

Headquarters  Personnel 
Commanding  Officer;  Lieut. -Colonel. 

Second  in  Command;  Major. 

Adjutant;  Captain. 

Officer  in  charge  of  Stores  and  Transport;  Captain. 

Quartermaster;  Captain. 

Regimental  Sergeant-Major;  Warrant  Officer. 

Regimental  Quartermaster-Sergeant;  Warrant  Officer. 

Orderly  Room  Sergeant  at  A.G.’s  office  at  the  base. 

Orderly  Room  Clerk;  Sergeant. 

Engineer  Clerk;  Sergeant  and  Warrant  Officer  Class  II. 

Headquarters  Sergeant. 

Draughtsman;  Sergeant. 

Sergeant  Cook. 

Transport  Sergeant. 

Sergeant  Shoemaker. 

Farrier  Sergeant. 

Shoeing  Smith;  Sergeant. 

49  rank  and  file,  including  1  cook,  2  wheelwrights,  1  saddler,  2  shoeing 
smiths,  6  drivers  for  1st  line  transport  vehicles,  4  drivers  for  spare 
animals,  10  batmen,  16  stretcher-bearers,  1  trumpeter,  2  orderlies  for 
the  M.O.,  and  4  other  orderlies. 

Attached. 

Medical  Officer;  from  C.A.M.C. 

Paymaster;  from  C.A.P.C. 

1  C.A.M.C.  Sergeant. 

4  C.A.M.C.  rank  and  file. 
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22  motor  transport  drivers  from  A.S.C. 

2  train  transport  drivers  from  A.S.C. 

Animals. 

14  riding  horses,  18  draught  horses,  3  riding  horses  (attached) 
4  heavy  draught  horses  (attached). 

Vehicles. 

1  box  car  (motor)  15  cwt.,  2  box  cars  (motor)  light,  8  lorries, 

3  ton  (Train),  1  Maltese  cart,  1  officers’  mess  cart,  2  water  carts, 

1  motorcycle,  3  bicycles,  1  G.S.  wagon,  2  G.S.  wagons  (Train). 

Each  Company — Personnel 
Officer  Commanding;  Major. 

2  Section  Commanders;  Captains. 

Assistant  to  O.C.;  Subaltern. 

4  Sub-section  Commanders;  Subalterns. 

Company  Sergeant-Major;  Warrant  Officer. 

Company  Q.M.S. 

5  sergeants,  9  corporals,  9  2nd  corporals,  12  lance-corporals, 
10  drivers  for  1st  line  transport  vehicles,  4  drivers  for  pack  animals, 
1  bugler,  7  batmen,  168  other  rank  and  file. 

Attached  Personnel. 

1  driver  for  G.S.  wagon  from  A.S.C. 

Animals 

6  riding  horses,  17  draught  animals,  2  heavy  draught  horses, 
4  pack  animals,  2  heavy  draught  horses  (attached). 

Vehicles. 

3  motorcycles,  8  bicycles,  2  tool  carts,  2  G.S.  wagons,  2  limbered 
wagons,  1  travelling  kitchen,  cook  cart,  1  G.S.  wagon  (Train). 

SUMMARY: 

37  officers,  2  attached  officers,  970  other  ranks,  33  attached  O.R.> 
148  animals,  15  attached  animals,  35  bicycles,  13  motorcycles,  22 
other  motor  vehicles,  37  1st  line  transport  horse-drawn  vehicles, 
6T  rain  wagons. 

On  formation,  the  personnel  was  made  up  as  follows:— 

Headquarters. 

C.O.,  Major  C.  B.  Russell.  From  4th  Army  Troops  Company. 

2nd  in  Cmd.,  Major  E.  W.  Harrison.  From  6th  Field  Company. 
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Adjutant,  Lieutenant  R.D.  Hague,  (reported  7th  June,  1918).  From 
4th  Army  Troops  Company. 

Transport  Officer,  Captain  H.  E.  Tyler.  From  2nd  Canadian 
Pioneer  Battalion. 

A/R.S.M.  Stackhouse,  A/R.O.M.S.  Spriggs,  Orderly  Room  Sergeant 
Wilton,  Transport  Sergeant  Clough-Ormiston,  Farrier  Sergeant 
Carter,  56  mounted  and  20  unmounted  other  ranks  consisting  of  9 
from  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion,  9  from  C.E.R.D.,  2  from  4th 
Army  Troops  Company,  and  56  from  6th  Field  Company. 

A  Company. 

O.C.,  Captain  K.  Weatherbe,  M.  C.  From  6th  Field  Company. 
Section  Commander,  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Adam,  M.C.  From  6th  Field 
Company. 

Section  Commander,  Lieutenant  W.  T.  Curtis.  From  2nd  Canadian 
Pioneer  Battalion. 

Sub-section  Commanders,  Lieutenant  I.  W.  Solloway.  From  2nd 
Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion.  Lieutenant  R.  H.  Goodchild  (not 
yet  reported).  From  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  D.  J.  Emrey,  M.M.  From  6th  Field  Company. 
A/C.S.M.  Hazelden,  M.M.  From  6th  Field  Company. 

C.Q.M.S.  Phayre.  From  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion. 

Sergeant  Abrams,  Sergeant  Moffat,  Lance-Sergeant  Hawkins,  From 
2nd  Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion. 

A/Sergeant  Heath.  From  6th  Field  Company. 

144  other  ranks,  consisting  of  Section  3  and  one-third  of  Section 
4,  6th  Field  Company;  Nos.  13  and  17  Platoons  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer 
Battalion,  and  2  O.R.  from  C.F.R.D. 

B  Company. 

O.C.,  Captain  H.  B.  Stuart.  From  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion. 
Section  Commander,  Lieutenant  A.  Mel.  Morrison,  D.C.M.  From 
5th  Field  Company. 

Section  Commander,  Lieutenant  H.  S.  Weldon,  M.C.  From  6th 
Field  Company. 

Sub-section  Commanders,  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Denley,  M.C.  From 
6th  Field  Company.  Lieutenant  C.  A.  L.  Watts,  From  2nd 
Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion.  Lieutenant  H.  A.  Marshall. 
From  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion. 

C.S.M.  Hossack,  C.Q.M.S.  Gray.  From  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer 
Battalion. 

Sergeants  Maudsley  and  Poole.  From  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer 
Battalion. 
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Sergeants  Simpson  and  Leech.  From  6th  Field  Company. 

141  other  ranks  consisting  of  Section  1  and  one-third  of  Section  4, 
6th  Field  Company;  Nos.  3  and  10  Platoons,  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer 
Battalion,  and  1  O.R.  from  C.E-R.D. 

C  Company. 

O.C.,  Captain  R.  H.  Bishop.  From  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion. 
Section  Commander,  Lieutenant  A.  G.  Ashford  (not  yet  reported). 

From  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion. 

Section  Commander,  Lieutenant  R.  V.  Heathcott  (reported  7.6.18). 

From  4th  Army  Troops  Company. 

Sub-section  Commanders,  Lieutenant  C.  E.  Fraser.  From  6th  Field 
Company. 

Lieutenant  R.  E.  H.  Eaton.  From  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion. 
Lieutenant  W.  Youngman.  From  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer  Battalion. 
C.S.M.  Thoms,  C.Q.M.S.  Brocklebank.  From  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer 
Battalion. 

Sergeants  McLaren,  McConnell  and  Stewart.  From  2nd  Canadian 
Pioneer  Battalion. 

Sergeant  Gill.  From  6th  Field  Company. 

126  O.R.  consisting  of  Section  2  and  one-third  of  Section  4, 
6  Field  Company,  Nos.  5  and  7  Platoons,  2nd  Canadian  Pioneer 
Battalion  and  1  O.R.  from  C.E.R.D. 

A  Company  headquarters  was  established  in  a  house,  south  of 
the  road,  halfway  between  Bellacourt  and  Grosville.  B  Company 
occupied  a  building  150  yds.  further  east.  C  Company  retained 
old  pioneer  billets,  200  yds.  east  of  Shrapnel  Corner. 

Although  much  time  was  occupied  with  muster  and  inspection 
parades,  reorganization  was  not  permitted  to  interfere  with  work. 
B  Company,  on  the  5th,  took  over  all  demolition  preparations  and 
completed  the  Chat  Maigre  road  crater  gallery.  Grading  for  a  light 
railway  spur  at  the  Marble  Arch  was  begun  under  Lieutenant  Denley’s 
supervision. 

Owing  to  persistent  hostile  shelling,  the  59th  Battery  R.F.A., 
had  forwarded  a  request  that  underground  shelter  be  provided  for 
its  gun  crews.  On  the  6th,  accordingly,  Lieutenant  Curtis  with  his 
section  started  sinking  inclines  for  a  deep  dugout  at  M14b85,  500  yds. 
south  of  Agny.  Lieutenant  Morrison  the  same  day,  at  the  instance 
of  Divisional  Intelligence,  located  the  site  for  a  new  observation 
post,  from  which  reporters  for  Comic  Cuts  may  the  better  watch 
and  record  doings  of  those  mysterious  “3  Huns  in  cloth  caps”  who 
are  everlastingly  popping  out  of  the  ground  at  some  particular  map 
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location.  Occupying  the  highest  point  on  Mercatel  Ridge  where  it 
is  slashed  across  by  the  road  from  Beaurains  to  Boisleux  St.  Marc, 
the  site  commands  a  wide  sweep  of  country  to  the  east.  Since,  for 
that  reason,  it  must  be  correspondingly  conspicuous  from  the  enemy’s 
viewpoint,  sappers  of  Sub-section  2,  to  whom  construction  was  en¬ 
trusted,  have  been  warned  to  work  above  ground  at  night  only 
and  to  camouflage  all  spoil.  Demolition  of  old  enemy  pill  boxes 
was  completed  and  improvements  to  Wailly-Eicheux  Road  begun. 

Yesterday  another  party  commenced  sinking  entrances  for 
subways  to  carry  Mercatel  Switch  and  its  support  under  the  Boiry 
Ste.  Rictrude- Arras  Road.  The  ridge  came  in  for  a  vicious  artil¬ 
lery  strafe.  Lieutenant  Solloway  was  knocked  down  by  the  burst 
of  a  shell  but  escaped  with  a  scratched  face.  Following  recent  heavy 
casualities  to  animals  from  hostile  bombs,  units  have  been  ordered 
to  construct  sunken  horse  lines.  Those  for  the  Battalion  are  to  be  in 
a  wide  trench,  ramped  at  either  end,  which  Captain  Tyler  is  having 
dug  behind  the  hedge,  200  yds.  north  of  Headquarters  mess.  To-day 
the  Chat  Maigre  road  mine  was  loaded,  and  finishing  touches  were 
put  to  the  adjacent  strong  point  trench  system.  Weather  through¬ 
out  the  week  has  remained  uniformly  fine  and  warm. 

In  the  Marne  fighting,  enemy  forces  were  pushed  back  slightly 
at  Bligny  by  a  weak  British  division.  Some  ground  was  also  recovered 
between  Chateau  Thierry  and  Torcy,  where  our  allies  used  American 
troops  in  conjunction  with  their  own.  Germans  claim  to  have 
captured  50,000  prisoners  since  present  operations  began. 

No  one  seems  able  to  explain  why,  in  the  new  Engineer  Battalion 
organization,  half  companies  are  termed  sections;  and  platoons 
sub-sections.  The  designations  are  confusing,  and  not  in  accordance 
with  any  manual  of  drill. 

15th  June,  1918 

During  the  night  of  the  8th-9th,  the  enemy  violently  bombarded 
our  trenches  and  attempted  a  raid  on  the  22nd  Battalion.  The 
affair  now  appears  to  have  been  merely  another  holding  operation 
designed  to  mask  launching  of  a  new  offensive  on  the  French  front. 
Attacking  at  dawn  between  Montdidier  and  Noyon,  his  storm  troops 
advanced  during  the  day  astride  the  Roye-Compiegne  Railway  as 
far  as  Ressons. 

That  evening,  the  long  unbroken  run  of  fine  weather  ended  with 
a  curtain  of  cloud  that  brought  much  needed  rain.  This  failed  to 
put  a  damper  on  the  activity  of  German  gunners  who,  at  sundown, 
bombarded  Riviere  and  adjoining  villages.  B  Company  took  over 
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custody  of  a  mine  at  the  railway — Boisleux  intervillage  road  inter¬ 
section.  A  new  dugout  entrance  was  started  at  M9d80  off  the  old 
British  support  line  in  front  of  Agny,  for  the  15th  Battery.  At 
night,  an  infantry  permanent  work  party  under  five  sappers  dug  a 
cut  off  trench  across  low  ground  behind  the  Boiry-Ste.  Rictrude 
Road  to  connect  the  intermediate  line  with  Chat  Maigre  Redoubt. 

At  intervals,  from  noon  to  Monday,  when  the  weather  cleared, 
the  enemy  again  shelled  Riviere.  Hits  were  made  close  to  Battalion 
transport  lines,  so  it  was  decided  to  remove  all  animals  to  the  new 
sunken  standings,  where  they  remained,  except  for  afternoon  stables, 
until  the  following  morning.  South  of  Montdidier,  continued 
pressure  forced  the  French  back  of  the  line  Ayencourt-Belloy-Mar- 
queglise-Thiescourt. 

The  11th  was  fine  and  clear.  A  chlorination  tank  and  water 
bottle  filler  were  installed  at  Marble  Arch.  Counter  attacks  at  Mery 
and  Belleau  checked  the  German  advance. 

N.C.O.’s  and  men  detailed  to  take  part  in  forthcoming  divisional 
sports  moved  on  the  12th  into  a  training  camp,  which  has  been 
established  at  Basseux.  Intending  competitors  in  the  boxing  events, 
include  Corporal  Clemson,  Corporal  Pacey  and  Sapper  Nolan.  The 
Emma  Gees  nosed  out  a  combined  baseball  team  from  the  Engineers 
by  six  runs  to  five.  Generals  Haldane  and  Burstall,  respectively 
Corps  and  Divisional  Commanders,  were  interested  spectators. 
The  French  yielded  more  ground  at  Ribecourt  and  Nampcel. 

A  simple  home-made  disinfector,  on  which  carpenters  have  been 
working  for  some  days,  was  finished  and  tested  on  the  13th  at  Breten- 
court.  It  consists  of  a  frame  hut  made  practically  gas  tight,  heated 
by  a  brazier  and  equipped  with  a  clothes  rack  mounted  on  wheels. 
These  operate  on  a  pair  of  rails  so  that  the  rack  can  be  run  in  or  out 
of  the  building  through  a  door  in  one  end.  With  the  latter  closed 
and  the  brazier  going  full  blast,  sufficient  heat  is  developed  in  a  few 
minutes  to  cook  whatever  livestock  may  be  secreted  in  the  clothing 
of  a  sub-section.  In  a  keenly  contested  game  of  soccer,  the  6th 
Battalion  beat  the  5th.  At  night,  P.W.P.,  with  a  few  sappers, 
strung  out  1,200  yards  of  South  African  doubleapron  fence  in  front 
of  the  Marble  Arch. 

The  weather  continues  fine.  A  high  wind  has  been  blowing 
since  yesterday.  This  morning  the  Austrian  Army  in  Italy  broke 
throtigh  the  Allied  line  along  the  Piave  River. 

Detailed  orders  have  been  received  specifying  exactly  what 
demolitions  shall  be  carried  out  in  case  a  retirement  becomes  necessary 
on  this  front.  B  Company  has  been  made  responsible  for  their 
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execution.  To  distribute  this  responsibility,  the  divisional  area  is 
divided  laterally  into  two  halves  by  a  line  running  from  a  point  midway 
between  Neuville  Vitasse  and  Mercatel,  through  the  Marble  Arch, 
due  west  to  the  Purple  line,  along  old  No-Man’s-Eand  to  the  Eicheux- 
Wailly  Road,  due  west  again  to  a  point  1,000  yards  north  of  Bac  du 
Sud  Station  and  thence  via  Gouy  en  Artois,  Sombrin  church,  Sus 
St.  Leger  and  Ivergny,  to  the  St.  Pol-Doullens  railway.  Each  of  these 
halves  is  allotted  to  a  section  of  the  Company,  and  is  itself  subdivided 
in  depth  into  five  sub  areas  by  the  Purple-Telegraph  Hid  trench 
systems,  the  Crinchon  River,  the  Red  Tine  behind  Riviere  and  the 
Ridge  Line  through  Gouy.  Sections  are  split  up  into  groups  of  ten 
other  ranks,  the  N.C.O  in  charge  of  each  being  told  off  to  stand  by, 
ready  to  blow  certain  mines,  water  tanks,  bridges  or  wells,  and  to  fell 
previously  selected  trees  across  the  roadway  in  a  particular  sub  area. 
Groups  assigned  to  the  district  east  of  the  Blaireville-Beaurains 
ridge  have  to  live,  of  course,  close  to  works  for  the  demolition  of 
which  they  are  responsible.  Their  quarters  are  generally  in  a  dug-out 
from  which  fuses  and  wires  lead  to  a  loaded  mine  at  the  far  end  of 
a  blocked  tunnel  leading  therefrom.  To  provide  accommodation 
for  other  detachments  working  in  shifts,  a  number  of  cut  and  cover 
shelters  are  being  constructed  in  front  of  Eicheux. 

Five  signallers  from  the  5th  Battalion  Canadian  Engineers 
reported  for  duty  to-day.  Tunnels  Nos.  3  and  5  have  been  completed 
and  an  obstacle  trench  dug  on  either  side  of  Chat  Maigre  mine. 

22nd  June,  1918 

Some  indication  of  what  may  hereafter  be  regarded  as  a  normal 
function  of  the  Engineer  Brigade,  was  disclosed  by  publication,  on 
the  18th,  of  elaborate  instructions  regarding  measures  its  battalions 
will  be  required  to  take  in  case  of  attack.  They  specify,  among 
other  things,  the  assembly  areas  and  trenches  which  each  is  to  occupy. 
The  4th  and  5th  must  garrison  the  Purple  front  and  support  lines  up 
to  and  including  a  portion  of  Telegraph  Hill  Switch.  Two  companies 
of  the  6th  will  defend  the  Purple  Reserve  and  Poppy  Lane.  Located 
halfway  down  the  forward  slope,  these  latter  are  rendered  additionally 
conspicuous  by  the  unblemished  whiteness  of  their  parapets.  With¬ 
out  revetment,  fire  steps,  dug-outs  or  machine-gun  emplacements, 
and  as  targets  impossible  to  miss,  they  could,  in  their  present  state, 
hardly  be  expected  to  withstand  a  prepared  attack.  Their  sole 
protection  in  front,  moreover,  consists  of  a  huge  ball  of  barbed  wire 
some  twelve  feet  in  diameter,  produced  as  an  experiment  when  tanks 
were  employed  to  roll  up  superfluous  stretches  of  entanglement  in 
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the  too  optimistic  months  following  last  year’s  German  retirement. 
As  a  start  towards  making  the  position  tenable,  five  sappers  were 
detailed  forthwith  to  begin  excavating  at  R35c37  for  a  battle  head¬ 
quarters  and  Lewis  gun  shelter. 

Finishing  touches  were  put  to  the  59th  Battery’s  new  under¬ 
ground  abode  on  the  20th;  hoods  being  erected  over  entrances  and 
stairways  lined.  Inclined  passageways  leading  down  to  dug-outs 
at  M15b72  and  M16c47  were  cleaned  out  and  the  approach  to  that  at 
M17a43  lowered  three  feet.  Custody  of  demolition  charges  in  the 
Marble  Arch,  M21c64,  was  taken  over  by  B  Company  and  a  guard 
placed  in  charge.  Map  locations  are  here  set  down  so  that  the  works 
to  which  they  refer  may,  if  occasion  arise,  be  identified  when  time 
shall  have  reclothed  all  these  fallow  and  abraded  acres  once  more 
with  the  kindly  fruits  of  the  earth.  The  O-pip  on  Mercatel  Ridee 
at  M35cl4  is  practically  finished.  Its  adjoining  dug-out  is  some  24 
feet  long  by  eight  wide  and  seven  high.  To-night’s  shift,  working  up 
and  down  on  the  rear  stairway,  is  expected  to  break  through  and 
so  complete  a  third  entrance.  The  look-out  chamber  has  been 
excavated  entirely  from  within  and  the  greatest  care  taken  to  reinforce 
its  roof  without  unnecessarily  disturbing  the  soil  above.  So  well  has 
the  loop-hole  been  camouflaged,  that  one  may,  through  it,  scrutinize 
every  detail  of  the  enemy’s  country  without  danger  of  detection. 
It  is  now  uncertain  whether  Division  will  use  the  place  or  turn  it 
over  to  Brigade,  since  our  defences  in  front  are,  even  if  the  censor 
permitted,  nothing  to  write  home  about.  A  daylight  inspection  by 
an  officer  and  a  sergeant  of  A  Company,  showed  that  what  passes 
for  the  front  line  in  this  locality  is,  with  the  exception  of  a  single 
post,  unoccupied;  and  that  elsewhere,  for  long  stretches  which  must 
be  negotiated  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  the  trench  has  been  crumped 
out  of  existence. 

Lieutenant  Ashford  reported  to  C  Company  for  duty  on  the 
16th.  Further  attempts  of  Austrians  to  exploit  their  break  through 
on  the  Piave  next  day  were  repulsed.  Efforts  to  capture  Rheims 
also  failed.  Lieutenant  Watts  was  detailed  to  attend  the  VI  Corps 
School  of  Anti-aircraft  Instruction.  Corporal  Munro  and  Sapper 
Payette  have  proceeded  to  England  for  commissions  in  the  Canadian 
Engineers.  A  decided  change  in  weather  occurred  on  Tuesday  since 
when  it  has  continued  showery.  Influenza  of  a  most  virulent  type 
has  been  prevalent  for  some  time.  Fortunately,  when  uncomplicated 
by  pneumonia  or  other  ailment,  its  effects  disappear  in  about  a 
week. 
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29th  June,  1918 

Sunday  was  fine  with  a  fresh  wind.  A  draft  consisting  of  74 
other  ranks  arrived  from  the  Canadian  Engineer  Reinforcement 
Depot.  Lieutenant  H.  A.  Dixon,  scout  officer  with  the  27th,  was 
transferred  to  the  Battalion  and  posted  to  A  Company.  A  work 
party,  at  night,  wired  Fife  Avenue.  Next  day,  several  engineer 
officers  from  the  3rd  Canadian  Division,  which  is  relieving  the  2nd, 
arrived  and  were  shown  over  work  in  progress. 

At  1.15  a.m.,  on  the  25th,  strong  raiding  parties  from  the  27th 
and  31st  Battalions,  under  cover  of  a  machine  gun,  artillery  and 
gas  drum  barrage,  entered  the  enemy’s  trenches  opposite  our  left 
brigade  front.  Notwithstanding  thick  mist  and  desperate  resistance, 
his  lines  were  penetrated  to  a  depth  of  something  like  a  quarter  of 
a  mile.  Many  of  the  garrison  were  killed  and  their  dug-outs  bombed. 
Twenty-one  prisoners,  five  machine  guns  and  a  trench  mortar  were 
brought  back.  An  officer  of  the  31st  planted  a  flag  on  the  topmost 
ruins  of  Neuville  Vitasse  church.  Our  casualties,  which  were  fairly 
heavy,  included  Captains  Tucker  and  Morris  from  that  battalion 
among  the  killed.  Previous  to  his  transfer,  Lieutenant  Dixon,  had 
been  slated  to  go  over  with  a  platoon  of  the  27th.  Hostile  retaliation 
was  severe.  Sapper  Gosling  was  wounded.  Excavation  for  subways 
under  roads  at  M26d9278,  M27cl858  and  M27a30  near  Chat  Maigre 
was  started,  the  morning  shift  of  20  sappers  being  broken  up  so  as  to 
sink  all  six  faces  at  once.  During  the  day  divisional  sports  were 
held  at  Basseux.  In  spite  of  inroads  by  ‘flue’  among  intending  com¬ 
petitors,  events  were  well  filled.  Contenders  in  boxing  events  from 
the  Battalion  captured  the  heavyweight,  145  lb.,  135  lb.  and  125  lb. 
championships. 

The  4th  Brigade  moved  out  of  the  right  subsector  on  the  27th, 
its  place  being  taken  by  the  newly  arrived  7th.  Hostile  aircraft 
dropped  bombs  in  Riviere,  one  close  to  Battalion  headquarters. 

“Intelligence”  having  definitely  decided  that  an  O-pip  within  a 
thousand  yards  of  a  practically  untenanted  front  line  is,  however 
admirable  otherwise,  not  sufficiently  immune  from  hostile  raids, 
selected  a  site  for  a  new  one  at  R35b0555  in  the  Purple  Reserve,  two 
and  a  half  miles  further  west.  Thither  on  the  28th,  A  Company 
started  moving  one  of  those  steel  cupola  “pepper  box”  structures 
which  occur  at  intervals  of  about  a  thousand  yards  all  along  the  old 
German  front  line.  Its  heavy  armour  plate  sections  have  since 
been  reassembled  on  a  concrete  foundation  with  the  loophole  reversed. 
A  deep  dug-out,  to  which  the  observer  can  retire  in  case  of  bombard¬ 
ment  has  also  been  commenced. 
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East  night,  Battalion 
Operation  Order  No,  1  was 
posted.  It  sets  out  details 
of  the  forthcoming  relief  and 
move.  The  2nd  Canadian 
Division  is  going  back  for  a 
well  earned  rest.  This  morn¬ 
ing  the  6th  Brigade  pulled 
out  for  Izel  lez  Hameau. 

Sappers  from  the  9th  En¬ 
gineer  Battalion  are  working 
with  our  own.  Weather 
throughout  the  whole  week 
has  been  quite  perfect.  This 
afternoon  the  battlefield,  if 
the  forward  area  in  this  sec¬ 
tor  can  be  called  that,  pre¬ 
sents  a  particularly  peaceful 
aspect.  Except  where  scars 
of  old  trenches  still  show  up 
raw  white,  the  whole  coun¬ 
tryside  beyond  Blaireville 
ridge  is  overgrown  with 
foliage  and  florescent  grasses.  Here  and  there  poppies  stand  so 
thick  that  they  appear  like  pools  of  blood  in  a  sea  of  verdure. 
Currents  of  heated  air  rising  from  a  pile  of  debris  in  the  fore¬ 
ground  produce  tremors  of  refraction  that  confuse  one’s  vision. 
To  the  eye  nothing  of  that  narrow  debatable  land  which  alienates 
the  purplish  skyline  as  though  cutting  it  off  by  some  convulsion  of 
nature  is  discernible.  A  sudden  splash  of  smoke  near  the  railway 
flushes  a  brace  of  crows  which  rise  and  trek  off  across  the  middle 
distance.  Their  flight,  compared  with  that  of  an  old  observation 
bus  banking  lazily  above,  appears  laboured  and  artificial.  Smoke, 
plane  and  an  irregular  line  of  yellowish  gas  bags  swaying  at  anchor 
half  a  mile  in  rear  constitute,  for  the  moment,  the  only  visible  evidence 
that  the  whole  area  is  being  subjected  to  intense  scrutiny.  In  a  few 
hours,  these  passive  conditions  of  course  may  have  changed.  It  is 
exactly  three  months,  possibly  the  most  critical  in  the  war  to  date, 
since  the  Division  took  over  this  sector.  Almost  to  the  last  attack 
on  a  grand  scale  with  the  possibility  of  a  forced  withdrawal,  though 
it  never  actually  materialized,  appeared  imminent.  To  provide 
against  such  a  contingency  the  field  engineer  service  has  had,  in 
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addition  to  its  customary  fatigues  on  communications,  wiring  and  the 
like,  to  carry  out  an  intensive  programme  of  mining  and  demolition 
work  such  as  has  heretofore  been  performed  only  by  tunnelling  com¬ 
panies.  Subsequent  to  reorganization  its  function  as  infantry  reserve 
moreover,  has  entailed  training  for  duties  of  a  purely  combatant 
nature  on  a  scale  more  extended  than  that  formerly  required. 


6th  July,  1918 

At  12.30  run.,  on  Sunday  last,  the  Battalion  fell  in  for  the  first 
time  as  a  unit  and  marched  under  its  C.O.,  Major  Russell,  via  cross 
country  tracks  through  Fermont,  to  Berneville.  Advance  parties 
with  heavy  baggage  had  previously  been  sent  ahead.  Ambulance 
lorries  took  influenza  patients  to  Penin.  The  night  being  fine,  officers 
and  men  bivouacked  under  the  stars.  Shortly  after  six  next  morning, 
the  whole  2nd  Engineer  Brigade,  less  mounted  details,  boarded  open 
trucks  at  Berneville  siding  and  proceeded  in  an  extraordinarily 
roundabout  manner  by  light  railway,  to  Hermaville.  Thence  the 
Battalion  marched  independently,  through  fields  of  ripening  wheat 
and  the  villages  Izel  lez  Hameau,  Villers  Sir  Simon  and  Maizieres, 
to  Gouy  en  Ternois  which  was  reached  about  noon.  Transport 
arrived  later  and  parked  a  mile  to  the  south,  on  the  outskirts  of 
Magnicourt  sur  Canche.  After  lunch  all  ranks  to  the  number  of 
several  score  crowded  into  lorries  and  were  run  over  to  witness  sports 
which  had  been  arranged  by  the  Canadian  Corps  as  part  of  its  Domin¬ 
ion  Day  celebration.  They  were  held  in  a  field,  north  of  Tinques  and 
were  witnessed  by  an  immense  crowd,  practically  all,  of  course,  in 
khaki.  Sapper  Nolan,  J.H.  of  A  Company,  defeated  the  only  other 
candidate  that  appeared  in  a  boxing  contest  to  decide  the  heavyweight 
championship  of  the  Corps.  Sir  Robert  Borden  attended  and  pre¬ 
sented  prizes.  Massed  bands  selected  from  all  four  divisions  contri¬ 
buted  not  a  little  to  the  afternoon’s  success.  At  the  front  some  in¬ 
conclusive  fighting  occurred  along  the  Ancre,  on  the  side  remote  from 
the  Field  Company’s  old  billets. 

The  2nd  was  taken  up  with  kit  inspection,  sanitary  fatigues, 
and  sick  parade.  From  a  Nissen  bow  hut  opposite  the  church  thej 
medical  officer,  with  nice  discrimination,  distributed  aspirin,  quir‘ 
and  kindly  advice  to  victims  of  the  dreaded  ’flu  but  prescribed  of1* 
M  and  D — two  number  nines  and  a  double  order  of  sentry  go- 
those  who  swung  the  lead.  Lieutenant  Goodchild  reported  for  dul 
to  A  Company.  Lieutenant  Marshall  was  appointed  Sports  OfficJ 
Some  changes  were  made  in  the  distribution  of  billets,  headquartj 
orderly  room  being  shifted  from  No.  30  to  No.  53  and  the  BattaUcj 
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two  senior  officers  provided  with  lodgings  appropriate  to  their  rank 
and  station.  Every  available  room  in  the  village  had  been  requisi¬ 
tioned  to  accommodate  the  unit’s  commissioned  personnel,  a  cir¬ 
cumstance  that  failed  to  justify  the  indiscretion  of  a  billetting  officer 
who  could  find  but  one  sleeping  apartment  for  joint  use  of  the  C.O. 
and  second  in  command,  but  was  able  to  reserve  another  for  his  own 
company  commander’s  exclusive  convenience.  Not  only  is  shelter 
from  the  elements  at  a  premium,  but,  our  of  doors,  intensive  culti¬ 
vation  of  soil  has  left  little  acreage  untilled  and  it  .Barely  suffices  to 
pasture  the  few  abstemious  animals  that  supply  a  frugal  population 
with  its  lacteal  requirements.  For  the  modest  sum  of  ten  francs 
A  Company  secured  rights  to  share  with  them  a  delightful  little  tree 
encompassed  meadow  alongside  the  Canche,  but,  until  Headquarters 
commandeered  a  field  just  north  of  the  village,  the  other  two  had  to 
utilize,  as  parade  ground,  farmyards,  lanes,  and  a  square  whose 
boundaries  bear  no  resemblance  to  those  defined  by  Euclid.  So 
indiscriminately  have  Nature  and  generations  of  Gallic  peasants 
contrived  to  mix  these  up  with  hills,  gullies,  hedges,  gardens,  and 
buildings,  that  even  N.C.O.’s  who  deny  the  existence  of  a  limit  to 
anatomic  compressibility  failed  utterly  to  inscribe  within  them 
human  rectangles  recognizable  as  such.  Only  by  groups  of  children 
were  their  efforts  fully  appreciated.  To  them  every  action  of  their 
guests  is  of  absorbing  interest,  notwithstanding  that  these  incom¬ 
prehensible  people  are  forever  moving  this  way  and  that,  all  together, 
without  getting  anywhere  while  one  becomes  red  in  the  face  making 
funny  noises  that  have  no  meaning. 

The  3rd  was  dull  with  a  cool  breeze.  Lieutenant  Emrey  reported 
back  from  Third  Army  Musketry  School.  On  the  4th,  muster  parades 
were  held  by  all  companies.  A  draft  consisting  of  129  O.R.  arrived 
from  the  Reinforcement  Depot.  45  were  posted  to  A  Company, 
45  to  B  and  the  remainder  to  C.  In  a  baseball  match,  C  Company 
beat  A  by  11  to  6.  Australians  captured  Vaire  Wood  and  Hamel. 
LLS.  troops  in  Paris  marched  up  the  Champs  Elysee.  Yesterday 
Sergeant  Fellows,  F.  arrived  and  took  over  the  duties  of  Regimental 
Sergeant-Major,  C.  S.  M.  Stackhouse  reporting  back  to  A  Company. 
Lieutenant  Solloway  was  detailed  to  make  an  estimate  for  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  water  supply  at  Magnicourt. 

I  A  pay  parade  was  held  to-day.  Lieutenant  Fraser  with  42 
■  .R.  from  C  Company  proceeded  to  2nd  Canadian  Divisional  head- 
■rarters,  le  Cauroy  for  work  on  a  theatre.  Since  Wednesday  the 
■eather  has  remained  fine  and  warm.  During  the  training  period, 
■spirators  are  to  be  worn  daily,  except  Sunday,  for  half  an  hour 
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between  8  a.m.  and  2.30  p.m.  They  will  be  donned  immediately 
gas  alarm  warning  is  issued  but  no  interruption  to  normal  activities 
is  to  occur. 

13th  July,  1918 

At  9  a.m.,  on  Sunday,  Roman  Catholics  attended  mass  in  the 
village  church.  Remainder  of  Battalion  marched  to  the  parade 
ground  for  a  drum  head  service  which  was  held  at  11  a.m.  In  the 
afternoon,  Headquarters  plus  Transport  beat  C  Company  at  baseball, 
4-1,  while  A  Company  played  the  latter’s  soccer  team  and  was  leading 
when  the  ball  collapsed.  Replayed  later,  the  game  resulted  in  a 
definite  win  for  Ack  by  3  goals  to  nil. 

Captain  J.  J.  Hartley,  R.C.E.,  reported  on  the  8th  and  took 
over  duties  of  Quartermaster.  Captain  C.  C.  Richards,  O.C.,  Don 
Company,  also  reported.  There  was  a  Battalion  parade  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  followed  by  company  nstruction  in  demolitions.  Weather  which 
had  remained  fine,  turned  very  sultry,  with  thunder  at  night. 

Captain  J.  R.  Purdy,  Battalion  Paymaster,  arrived  on  the  9th. 
Companies  carried  on  with  training.  Baseball  practice  in  the  after¬ 
noon  was  interrupted  by  showers. 

There  was  a  second  thunderstorm  on  the  10th,  which  remained 
overcast  all  day.  Warning  order  for  an  immediate  move  arrived  at 
4.30  p.m.  The  enemy,  according  to  rumour,  is  about  to  attempt 
another  break  through  near  Arras. 

The  11th  was  dull  and  wet.  Major  Harrison  with  an  advance 
party  proceeded  by  lorry  to  Warlus  for  the  purpose  of  taking  over 
billets  and  work  from  the  56th  Division’s  C.R.E.  Lieutenant 
Fraser’s  party  returned  from  le  Cauroy.  It  had  almost  completed 
an  orchestra  pit  in  the  Adrian  hut  which  is  being  converted  into  a 
theatre,  but  ran  out  of  material.  It  also  repaired  bunks  in  the  gas 
school.  A  Company  completed  installation  of  234  feet  of  horse 
watering  trough  at  Magnicourt  and  Fosseux  with  sump  and  pumps 
for  filling  water  carts  besides  the  erection  of  a  6'  x  6'  cofferdam  to 
protect  drinking  water  from  contamination.  Brigade  Operation 
Order  No.  3  was  received. 

The  12th  was  showery.  After  Battalion  parade,  men  were 
detailed  to  make  preparations  for  the  move,  Lieutenant  Goodchild 
being  appointed  officer  in  charge  of  entrainment.  Lieutenant 
W.  C.  Bate,  with  76  O.R.  from  the  1st  Canadian  Tunnelling  Company, 
who  are  to  form  the  nucleus  of  D  Company,  reported  for  duty. 

Reveille  was  at  3.30  and  breakfast  at  4  a.m.  At  5,  the  Battalion 
fell  in*and*marched  to  Etree  Wamin,  entraining  there  and  proceeding 
via  Lattre  St.  Quentin  to  Arras,  which  was  reached  at  1.30  p.m. 
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Horse  transport  moved  independently  to  Berneville.  Battalion 
Headquarters,  sick  personnel,  rear  party  and  stores  were  conveyed 
by  lorries  which  had  to  make  two  trips.  All  ranks  were  clear  of 
Gouy  en  Ternois  at  3  p.m.  Houses  in  Arras  were  secured  as  billets, 
mainly  in  or  near  Rue  des  Capucins,  the  orderly  room  being  located 
at  No.  38.  A  Company  relieved  sections  of  the  512th  and  416th 
Field  Companies  R.E.,  taking  over  demolitions,  Tilloy  Reserve 
entrenchment  and  dugout  construction  in  Devils  wood,  Blangy 
Trench  and  Scottish  Ave.  besides  completion  of  a  regimental  aid 
post  in  the  Brickworks.  Battalion  has  become  responsible  as  well 
for  all  work  relinquished  by  the  513th  Field  Company,  the  New 
Zealand  Tunnelling  Company  and  the  1-5  Cheshire  Pioneer  Battalion. 
Showers  continued  to  fall  at  intervals  but  it  is  now  fine.  The  3rd 
Canadian  Division  is  still  with  the  VI  Corps  on  our  right,  but  the 
2nd  is  under  orders  of  the  Canadian  Corps  which  is  relieving  the 
XVII  and  will  also  have  its  1st  and  4th  Divisions  in  the  line,  the 
former  on  our  left  and  the  latter  north  of  the  Scarpe  in  front  of  Oppy. 

20th  July  1918 

No  sooner  was  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  installed  in  its  new 
area,  than  anticipated  renewal  of  the  enemy’s  offensive  began.  Its 
objective,  however,  appears  at  present  not  to  have  been  a  new  attempt 
to  sever  the  British  and  French  armies,  but  a  thrust  for  Paris. 

Sunday  was  hot  and  sticky  with  showers.  Transport  moved 
up  to  R4a48  near  Dainville  Station.  Captain  J.  M.  MacCormick 
and  nine  O.R.  reported  to  D  Company  from  the  1st  Canadian  Tun¬ 
nelling  Company.  Trench  patrols  were  detailed  for  work  in  North 
Alley,  South  Alley  and  Scottish  Avenue  and  to  place  trench  signs. 
Rear  sub-sections  were  busy  fixing  up  billets.  A  Company  took 
over  houses  in  Rue  des  Casernes  vacated  by  the  513th  Field  Company 
R.E.  A  piano  was  commandeered  and  moved  into  C  Company  mess, 
where  Captain  Bishop  during  the  evening  entertained  his  own  and 
other  officers  not  on  duty  with  some  recherche  music,  vocal  and 
instrumental. 

A  Ford  box  car  was  received  by  the  Battalion  on  the  15th. 
Lieutenant  W.  T.  Curtis  proceeded  to  Paris  on  special  leave.  Re¬ 
connaissance  of  land  mines  in  Ronville  Cave  was  made  by  officers 
and  N.C.O.’s.  Entry  to  the  place  is  obtained  by  steps  leading  from 
a  house  near  the  Post  Office  into  the  main  city  sewer  which  is  followed 
for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and  thence  by  a  short  stretch  of  tunnel.  Ron¬ 
ville  Cave  and  St.  Sauveur  Cave  further  north  together  form  a  vast 
system  of  underground  caverns  capable  of  accommodating  two  com- 
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plete  infantry  divisions.  The  comparatively  small  portions  of 
Ronville  Cave  in  use  are  lighted  by  electricity  and  connected  together 
by  a  main  gallery,  from  which  stairways  rise  at  intervals  giving 
access  to  the  reserve  trench  system  overhead.  All  surface  openings 
are  mined  and  detonators  in  the  charges  connected  by  wiring  to  a 
central  station,  which  is  in  charge  of  a  demolition  patrol  supplied 


Entrance  to  SewEr  and  Caves,  Arras 


by  A  Company.  Galvanometer  tests  for  continuity  are  made  daily 
and  resistance  tests  at  greater  intervals.  Shou  d  the  enemy  break 
through  and  an  order  be  issued  to  blow  in  the  stairways,  responsibility 
for  exploding  their  charges  would  devolve  on  the  patrol. 

In  addition  to  Ronville  Cave  demolitions,  the  Battalion  became 
responsible  for  blowing  up  bridges  at  G33c40  over  and  M3c43  under 
the  Arras-Bapaume  railway,  at  G32b91  under  the  Arras-Doullens 
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railway,  at  E21c54  near  Wagnonlieu  over  the  Arras-St.  Pol  railway, 
at  M2b3550  over  the  Crinehon  River,  and  a  mine  under  Beaurains 
cross  roads. 

Certain  sappers  were  detailed  to  patrol  water  supply  pipe  lines 
in  Ronville  Cave  and  between  Spider  Corner  and  Cemetery  Road; 
others  to  keep  roads  in  condition  for  traffic. 

Construction  was  started  on  ramps  and  a  bridge  over  the  Arras- 
Wancourt  road  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  old  1915-17  German  front 
line,  now  called  Blangy  Support,  as  well  as  on  a  tunnel  to  carry  the 
latter  under  the  Arras-Cambrai  Road.  Work  on  reclamation  of 
dugouts  Nos.  1  and  2  at  Nla6540  and  Nla94  in  Stokes  Lane  and  on 
entrance  for  a  third  in  View  Lane  at  Nla6225  was  proceeded  with. 
Hostile  activity  in  the  area  was  normal. 

Weather  remained  fine  all  day.  Strong  German  forces  crossed 
the  Marne  east  and  west  of  Dormans  and  advanced  to  a  depth  of 
5  miles  on  a  20  mile  front.  Other  attempts  to  break  through  east 
of  Rheims  made  little  progress. 

A  heavy  thunderstorm  broke  over  Arras  before  dawn  on  the 
16th.  At  sunrise  the  air  was  like  crystal  but  later  it  became  intensely 
hot.  Our  guns  were  active.  Lieutenant  F.  J.  Airey  reported  to 
Battalion  from  the  Reinforcement  Depot  and  was  detailed  to  assist 
the  Adjutant. 

Work  was  started  on  a  dugout  at  H31a77  in  Tilloy  Reserve 
north  of  Cambrai  road.  Survey  was  made  for  a  regimental  aid  post 
in  the  brickworks  north  of  Beaurains  and  6  x  7  ft.  gallery  was  driven 
in  to  a  total  depth  of  9  ft.  Improvements  were  made  to  Company 
Headquarters  at  Nlc5835.  A  party  of  two  officers  and  60  other 
ranks  from  the  Battalion  working  in  shifts,  excavated  23}^  feet 
of  gallery  and  placed  nine  mine  sets  in  dugout  No.  6  at  M6d97,  while 
a  smaller  party  progressed  6  feet  in  the  right  entrance  to  dugout 
No.  5  at  Nlc2222  off  Tilloy  Reserve.  After  dark,  work  was  started 
on  a  barricade  consisting  of  I  beams  set  in  concrete  and  spaced  verti¬ 
cally  a  few  feet  apart  across  the  Cambrai  road  just  in  front  of  Tilloy 
Reserve. 

Other  new  work  included  a  dugout  in  Devil’s  Wood  at  H31a00, 
a  second  in  Tilloy  Reserve  at  Nlc29  and  reclamation  of  an  incline 
at  G33c41  in  the  railway  cutting,  Achicourt.  Transport  at  night 
hauled  material  from  Bulldog  dump  in  St.  Sauveur. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  aerial  activity  over  Arras  during  the 
day.  At  intervals  the  enemy’s  artillery  bombarded  the  area,  many  shells 
falling  in  the  city.  About  4.30  p.m.,  one  struck  No.  42  Rue  des  Capu- 
cines  occupied  by  B  Company  officers  and  started  a  fire  which  burned 
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fiercely  for  two  hours.  The  military  fire  brigade  assisted  by  Battal¬ 
ion  personnel  eventually  extinguished  it.  The  bombardment  was 
resumed  at  9.30  p.m.,  and  continued  up  to  11  p.m.,  and  though  many 
shells  burst  in  the  vicinity  there  were  no  casualties  and  no  further 
serious  damage  was  occasioned  to  billets.  On  the  French  front, 
the  new  enemy  offensive  was  checked,  although  some  progress  was 
made  up  the  Marne  towards  Epernay. 

Rain  fell  again  on  the  17th,  the  weather  clearing  towards  noon, 
but  remaining  close. 

Entrance  for  a  new  dugout  was  started  at  G34c78  in  Ronville. 
Towards  night  the  enemy  again  bombarded  Arras.  Civilians  were 
all  evacuated  months  ago  and  the  city,  still  further  battered  and  laid 
waste  by  the  bombardments  in  March,  presents  a  forlorn  appearance. 
The  Grande  Place  is  full  of  barbed  wire  and  grass  is  growing  between 
its  cobbles.  Instructions  were  received  from  Brigade  for  the  Bat¬ 
talion,  less  demolition  parties,  to  garrison  Blangy  trench  system 
C36c00  to  the  junction  of  Wilderness  Avenue  and  Blangy  front  line, 
H25c01,  on  receipt  of  order: — “Man  Battle  Stations”,  Battalion 
Headquarters  to  move  to  Christchurch  Cave  (Ronville  System) 
G34d29.  Trenches  were  allotted  to  companies  as  follows: — Ack, 
Blangy  front  line,  Wilderness  Avenue  to  Scottish  Avenue;  Beer, 
Scottish  Avenue  to  Plank  road,  G36cl0;  C,  Blangy  Reserve,  G35c30 
to  G35bl0;  Don,  Blangy  Reserve,  G35bl0  to  G29d80.  Men  were 
to  be  in  battle  order  and  take  all  Lewis  guns  with  filled  magazines. 

At  4  a.m.,  on  the  18th,  an  order  was  received  warning  the  Bat¬ 
talion  to  be  prepared  for  another  move.  Guides  were  detailed  to 
conduct  relieving  units  over  work.  Many  conflicting  rumours 
were  afloat  all  day  as  to  what  the  order  implied. 

After  standing  by  for  12  hours,  companies  fell  in  under  trees 
in  Rue  des  Casernes  and  marched  off  at  9  p.m.,  passing  down  Rue 
Gambetta,  out  Porte  Baudimont  and  along  the  St.  Pol  highway  to 
Y  huts  which  were  reached  at  midnight.  The  weather  had  been  fine 
all  day  with  a  fresh  breeze  and  the  march  at  night  was  made  under 
a  brilliant  moon.  Between  12.30  and  2  a.m.,  hostile  planes  flew 
overhead.  During  the  day  our  allies  astride  the  Ourcq,  delivered 
a  great  surprise  attack  and  broke  through  the  enemy’s  line  on  a  wide 
front  inflicting  on  him  the  first  serious  reverse  he  has  sustained  this 
year. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  the  march  was  resumed,  by  cross  country 
road  from  E29b83  to  huts  alongside  the  railway  yard  at  Ecoivres. 
Further  reports  indicate  the  decisive  character  of  Foch’s  victory. 
Attacking  with  two  armies,  that  on  the  right  including  several  Ameri- 
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can  divisions,  and  both  preceded  by  numerous  small  tanks,  he  pushed 
back  the  whole  German  front  for  a  distance  of  25  miles  between  the 
Aisne  and  the  Marne  Rivers  to  the  line,  Montagne  de  Paris- 
Berzy  la  Sec-Vierzy-Bois  de  Mauloy-Noroy  sur  Ourcq-Neuilly  St. 
Front-Priez  Courchamp-Belleau. 

To-day,  companies  spent  the  morning  cleaning  arms  and  equip¬ 
ment  and  the  afternoon  at  infantry  drill.  Lieutenant  G.  H.  Rochester 
reported  for  duty  and  was  posted  to  D  Company.  Weather  both 
yesterday  and  to-day  has  remained  fine  and  very  warm.  The  9th 
Scottish  Division  has  recaptured  Meteren. 

27th  July,  1918 

During  the  night  previous  to  that  on  which  the  Battalion  marched 
out  of  Arras  a  hostile  patrol  crept  across  No-Man’s-Land  and  made 
off  with  a  man  who  was  carrying  tea  to  an  outpost  on  the  1st  Canadian 
Division  front.  The  incident  was  remarkable,  on  account  of  the 
extreme  rarity  of  such  occurrences.  Since  the  victim’s  shoulder 
patches  were  not  blue,  it  would,  however,  doubtless,  have  passed 
unnoticed,  had  not  the  occupants  of  a  post  at  N7d4515,  about  1,200 
yards  south  of  where  B  Company  sappers  had  been  working  in  Wye 
Lane,  been  surprised  within  30  hours  by  stealth  raiders  who  killed 
one  of  our  own  infantry,  wounded  two  and  took  two  others  prisoner. 

A  matter  of  more  direct  interest  to  the  Battalion  was  the  receipt, 
last  Saturday  night  of  instructions  requiring  all  available  men 
from  A,  B  and  C  Companies  to  report  daily  until  further  notice, 
to  the  5th  Army  Troops  Company  near  Maroeuil  for  work  on  C.H.Q. 
lines.  The  order  was  unfortunately  worded.  Its  intention  evidently 
was  to  ensure  continuance  of  work  in  accordance  with  certain  plans. 
In  the  event  two  subalterns  of  the  Troops  company  met  the  officer 
commanding  the  Battalion’s  detachment  and  explained  what  was 
required.  The  latter  thereafter  made  his  own  arrangements  for 
carrying  on  the  work,  a  trench  across  the  Scarpe  valley  with  concealed 
emplacements,  and  on  the  two  days  ,  during  which  the  order  remained 
in  force,  saw  that  they  were  properly  observed.  D  Company  started 
excavating  for  new  dugouts  at  Fllc9545,  F23a5862  and  F23c4663 
further  north  along  the  same  trench.  Bright  Sunday  morning 
sunshine  was  succeeded  by  a  heavy  thunderstorm  as  men  returned  to 
camp.  One  lorry  and  five  Triumph  motorcycles  were  taken  on  charge. 

Following  partial  withdrawal  by  the  enemy  over  the  week-end 
from  his  salient  between  the  Ourcq  and  Marne  Rivers,  French  and 
American  divisions  struck  again,  with  the  result  that  by  night,  prac¬ 
tically  all  territory  occupied  in  his  recent  drive  was  recovered. 
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On  the  22nd,  Major  Russell  was  transferred  to  the  1st  Battalion 
Canadian  Engineers  and  his  place  taken  by  Major  A.  E.  Mieville 
formerly  O.C.  5th  Field  Company.  On  departing,  the  Battalion’s 
first  commander  was  accompanied  by  the  best  of  good  wishes  from 
all  ranks.  In  welding  together  the  elements  of  which  it  is  composed, 
his  natural  tact  and  long  experience  as  an  officer  of  the  Permanent 
Force  have  been  invaluable. 

As  an  instance  of  the  increasing  tendency  towards  mechanization 
of  transport,  two  horses  were  this  day  struck  off,  and  three  additional 
Triumphs  taken  on  strength.  There  being  a  dearth  of  competent 
riders  among  the  rank  and  file  Captains  Bishop  and  Weatherbe, 
with  Lieutenant  Heathcott,  proceeded  to  Tinques,  whence,  having 
satisfactorily  passed  certain  tests,  they  were  permitted  to  run  the 
machines  back  to  camp.  Colonel  Victor  Anderson,  D.S.O.,  command¬ 
ing  the  C.E.T.D.,  at  Seaford,  paid  a  visit  to  the  officers’  mess.  Rain 
began  to  fall  after  sundown. 

On  receipt  of  move  orders  from  Brigade,  the  Battalion,  less  D 
Company,  paraded  at  7.15  a.m.,  on  the  23rd  and  marched  to  its  old 
billets  in  Gouy  en  Ternois.  D  Company  with  its  own  transport 
remained  at  Ecoivres  and  continued  work  on  dugouts.  Rain  fell 
heavily  at  intervals  throughout  the  day.  The  French  advanced 
to  within  two  miles  of  the  railway  between  Moreuil  and  Montdidier, 
capturing  Sauvillers  and  Aubvillers. 

The  24th  was  fine.  Transport  moved  from  Magnicourt  to  Gouy 
in  order  to  be  in  closer  touch  with  Headquarters,  though  its  nearest 
watering  place  is  at  Maizieres.  Major  Harrison  reassumed  respon¬ 
sibility  for  training.  A  syllabus  therefor  was  drawn  up  providing 
for  the  following  parades: 

8.00  a.m.  Physical  exercises. 

8.30  a.m.  Sub-section,  section  and  company  inspection. 

9.45  a.m.  Battalion  parade,  followed  by  squad  drill,  manual 
of  arms,  open  order  drill,  bayonet  fighting  and 
musketry,  with  an  hour  devoted  to  engineering 
subjects  in  the  afternoon. 

Staff-Sergeant  Marshall  was  lent  to  the  Battalion  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  expert  advice  in  handling  the  Lewis  gun  and  orders  were 
issued  that  his  classes  were  to  be  attended  daily  by  one  N.C.O.  and 
7  men  from  each  Company.  Provision  was  at  the  same  time  made 
for  classes  in  surveying  by  plane  table,  compass  and  sextant  and 
for  a  daily  talk  by  the  R.S.M.  to  N.C.O’s.  on  interior  economy, 
discipline  and  duties.  Officers  were  instructed  to  be  prepared 
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to  lecture  on  technical  subjects  should  the  weather  interfere  with  out¬ 
door  training. 

An  inspection  was  made  of  horse  transport  on  the  25th.  Several 
officers  rode  to  St.  Pol  for  supplies  and  equipment.  D  Company 
moved  from  Ecoivres  to  Maroeuil,  where  on  arrival  at  night,  it  came 
under  orders  of  the  C.R.E.  Corps  Troops,  150  infantry  being  attached 
to  it  for  work.  Weather  remained  fine.  Hostile  bombing  planes 
were  active  at  night. 

Captain  E.  J.  Young  of  the  C.E.T.D.,  visited  Headquarters 
yesterday.  He  is  making  notes  on  engineering  problems  met  with 
which  may  be  of  use  in  training  recruits  at  the  Depot.  The  C.O.  in¬ 
spected  the  Battalion  and  manoeuvred  it  on  the  parade  ground. 
D  Company  commenced  working  four  6-hour  shifts  daily. 

Five  new  officers  who  arrived  last  night  from  England  were 
to-day  posted  to  companies  as  follows: — Lieutenant  H.  L.  McBeath, 
A  Company;  Lieutenants  J.  R.  Clements  and  J.  McCulloch,  B 
Company;  Lieutenants  T.  W.  Scott  and  F.  S.  Corley,  C  Company. 
The  weather  both  yesterday  and  to-day  has  been  cool  with  showers 
at  frequent  intervals. 

South  of  a  line  joining  Soissons  and  Rheims  the  enemy  is  in 
full  retreat.  French,  American  and  British  divisions  are  closing 
in  on  Fere  and  Ville  en  Tardenois. 

There  are  rumours  afloat  that  the  Canadian  Corps  is  getting 
ready  for  an  attack,  but  speculation  as  to  where  and  when  this  is 
to  come  off  is  discouraged.  Printed  sheets  which  officers  are  ordered 
to  paste  in  their  identity  books  and  men  in  their  pay  books,  contain 
the  following  warning  in  bold  type: — 

“KEEP  YOUR  MOUTH  SHUT 

The  success  of  any  operation  we  carry  out  depends  chiefly 
on  surprise. 

DO  NOT  TALK: — When  you  know  that  your  unit  is  making 
preparations  for  an  attack,  don’t  talk  about  them  to  men  in  other 
units  or  to  strangers,  and  keep  your  mouth  shut,  especially  in  public 
places. 

Do  not  be  inquisitive  about  what  other  units  are  doing;  if 
you  hear  or  see  anything,  keep  it  to  yourself. 

If  you  hear  anyone  else  talking  about  operations,  stop  him 
at  once. 

The  success  of  the  operations  and  the  lives  of  your  comrades 
depend  on  your  SILENCE. 
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If  you  should  ever  have  the  misfortune  to  be  taken  prisoner, 
don’t  give  the  enemy  any  information  beyond  your  rank  and  name. 
In  answer  to  all  other  questions,  you  need  only  say  ‘I  cannot  answer’. 

He  cannot  compel  you  to  give  any  other  information.  He 
may  use  threats.  He  will  respect  you  if  your  courage,  patriotism, 
and  self-control  do  not  fail.  Every  word  you  say  may  cause  the 
death  of  one  of  your  comrades. 

Either  after  or  before  you  are  openly  examined,  Germans, 
disguised  as  British  officers  or  men,  will  be  sent  among  you  or  will 
await  you  in  the  cages  or  quarters  or  hospital  to  which  you  are  taken. 

Germans  will  be  placed  where  they  can  overhear  what  you 
say  without  being  seen  by  you. 

DO  NOT  BE  TAKEN  IN  BY  ANY  OF  THESE  TRICKS.” 

3rd  August,  1918 

Battalion  fell  in  for  divine  service  at  9.30  a.m.  on  the  28th. 
Remainder  of  the  day  was  taken  up  with  bathing  parades  and  sports. 
Sergeant  Grant  reported  for  instructional  duty  from  the  C.C.R.C.  A 
canteen  was  started  by  a  B  and  C  Companies.  A  warning  order 
sent  out  by  the  6th  Canadian  Infantry  Brigade  notified  Battalion 
to  hold  itself  ready  to  proceed  to  a  de-bussing  point  at  St.  Omer  on 
12  hours’  notice,  presumably  for  service  on  the  Kemmel-Ypres  front. 

The  sky  was  heavy  with  clouds  on  the  29th,  but  rain  held  off. 
Companies  carried  on  with  training  until  noon,  Acting  Corporal 
Brazenall  instructing  N.C.O.’s  in  the  proper  method  of  uttering 
commands. 

In  the  meantime,  an  order  was  received  cancelling  previous 
instructions  and  notifying  Battalion  to  entrain  at  Erevent  on  the 
30th.  D  Company  reported  back  at  3  p.m.,  having  been  rushed 
up  from  Maroeuil  in  six  lorries.  Although  billets  were  already 
overcrowded,  accommodation  for  the  night  was  found  somehow. 
Operation  Order  No.  3  was  issued  setting  out  instructions  for  march 
and  entrainment.  No  hint  was  given  as  to  destination.  A  First 
Army  order  providing  for  relief  of  the  Canadian  Corps  by  the  XVII 
on  2nd  August  indicated  that  it  would  be  somewhere  in  the  Second 
Army  area.  All  ranks  were  busy  until  late  packing  and  loading 
lorries  and  wagons  supplied  by  the  C.E.  Motor  Transport  Co’y., 
and  Captain  Miall’s  Pontoon  Bridge  and  Trestle  Unit,  which,  since 
reorganization,  has  had  in  custody  all  the  Division’s  bridging  equip¬ 
ment.  Surplus  kit  was  ordered  to  be  left  behind  under  an  N.C.O. 
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from  A  Company,  and  a  sapper  from  each  of  the  others  at 
Billet  42.  During  the  day,  the  1st  Australian  Division  captured 
Merris. 

Breakfast  was  at  3  a.m.  on  the  30th.  At  4.30,  companies  fell 
in  on  their  markers  for  the  march  to  Ere  vent.  A  light  ground  mist 
hung  over  the  fields.  Major  Harrison  in  the  box  car  went  on  ahead 
escorted  by  motorcyclists.  Lorries  and  trestle  wagons  were  dis¬ 
patched  to  their  units  with  orders  to  move  with  them  and  report 
to  Battalion  at  destination.  Other  transport  and  cyclists  followed 
the  main  body  to  Erevent.  The  latter  arrived  at  7.30  a.m.,  but 
its  train  was  not  made  up  until  an  hour  later.  It  was  then  seen  to  be 
headed  south.  At  9.42  it  pulled  out.  Early  morning  freshness, 
gave  place  to  noonday  heat,  so  that  the  crowded  box  cars  became 
insufferable.  At  1.15  p.m.,  a  stop  was  made  at  a  wayside  station 
which  the  signboard  showed  to  be  Ailly-sur-Somme.  Here  all  com¬ 
panies  were  ordered  to  detrain  and  march  to  Revelles  (2.B.4.2.  Amiens 
Sheet).  After  lunch  they  moved  off  up  a  long  hill  in  a  southerly 
direction.  The  men  were  in  heavy  marching  order  and  few  had 
obtained  more  than  a  couple  of  hours’  sleep  the  previous  night. 
There  were,  in  consequence,  a  number  of  stragglers,  chiefly  from  the 
shift  which  had  been  toiling  underground  up  to  within  a  few  hours 
of  leaving  billets,  and  which,  with  their  comrades,  had  practically 
done  no  marching  since  joining  the  Battalion.  A  section  of  A  Com¬ 
pany  was  also  late  getting  in,  having  lost  touch  with  connecting 
files  in  front  and  taken  a  wrong  turn  which  led  it  a  mile  or  two  out 
of  its  way  before  the  error  was  discovered.  Motorcyclists  rode  back 
and  guided  the  last  footsore  wanderers  to  their  billets,  as  darkness 
was  closing  in.  Lorries  which  had  left  Erevent  by  train  at  1.15 
p.m.,  arrived  at  9.30. 

The  last  day  of  July  was  spent  resting,  cleaning  equipment, 
building  latrines  and  getting  settled  in  new  quarters.  A  medical 
inspection  revealed  a  few  cases  of  swollen  feet  but  none  requiring 
admittance  to  hospital.  Motor  lorries  with  stores  arrived,  off  loaded 
and  returned  to  their  unit. 

Revelles  is  a  typical  little  Picardy  village,  hidden  away  among 
hills  and  woods  far  from  main  routes  of  travel.  The  2nd  Engineer 
Brigade  was  understood  to  be  in  G.H.Q.  Reserve  to  the  Fourth  Army 
and  intensive  training,  it  was  announced,  would  be  continued  in 
accordance  with  the  syllabus  previously  issued.  Stiff  fighting  was 
reported  near  Fere  en  Tardenois  where  two  American  divisions  were 
heavily  engaged  at  Seringes  and  Cierges,  as  were  French  and  a  few 
British  troops  at  Grand  Rozoy,  Meuniere  Wood  and  Ste.  Euphraise. 


362 


From  the  rideau  to 


Companies  next  day  carried  out  route  marches  and  drilled  on 
their  manoeuvre  grounds. 

Weather  which  had  continued  fine  and  hot,  changed  yesterday, 
which  was  cloudy  with  rain.  Horse  transport  which  had  left  Gouy 
by  road,  rejoined  the  Battalion.  Training  was  carried  on  in  billets. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Osier  and  staff  visited  the  unit.  A  sergeants’ 
guard  was  mounted  at  Battalion  headquarters  and  a  corporals 
guard  at  each  company  headquarters.  There  was  a  slight  German 
withdrawal  north  and  south  of  Albert.  Soissons  fell  to  the  French 
and  the  enemy  continued  his  retreat  towards  the  Vesle. 

To-day,  companies  were  engaged  in  a  practice  advance  through 
wooded  country  in  open  order,  and  other  exercises,  when,  at  2.30 
p.m.,  an  unexpected  warning  order  to  move  as  soon  as  darkness 
set  in  was  received.  At  9.45  p.m.  accordingly,  all  ranks  paraded  and 
marched  by  a  short  cut  to  Clairy  Salchoix  which  was  reached  an  hour 
before  midnight.  Horse  transport  moved  by  the  main  road  and  heavy 
stores  were  brought  on  by  a  single  lorry,  which  had  to  make  several 
trips.  Billets  are  very  poor  as  the  place  is  crowded  with  troops. 
Precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  recurrence  of  straggling. 

10th  August,  1918 

Officers  and  men  except  those  on  duty  remained  in  billets  on 
the  4th  with  instructions  to  keep  under  cover  as  much  as  possible. 
The  5th  Battalion  C.E.  which  was  also  quartered  in  Clairy  shared 
a  common  orderly  room  with  the  6th.  Just  before  reveille,  a  sapper, 
who  along  with  others  of  his  sub-section  had  been  sleeping  under 
a  hedge,  while  manipulating  his  rifle,  accidently  discharged  it,  the 
bullet  entering  his  foot.  The  weather  was  overcast  and  showery. 
Indications  that  big  operations  were  imminent  was  apparent  when 
all  blankets  were  ordered  turned  into  stores.  Early  in  the  afternoon, 
orders  were  received  that  the  march  would  be  resumed  at  midnight. 
About  dusk,  these  were  suddenly  changed  and  the  Battalion  was 
instructed  to  move  at  once  and  to  send  forward  one  officer  and  25 
O.R.  to  Boves  for  the  purpose  of  taking  over  certain  billets  from  an 
Australian  unit.  At  8.30  p.m.,  the  main  body  moved  off  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Saleux.  The  highway  was  choked  with  traffic.  At  a 
crossroads  one  mile  west  of  its  destination,  the  column  halted  for  an 
hour  to  let  a  long  stream  of  tanks,  lorries  and  guns  pass.  An  officer 
who  had  motorcycled  into  Amiens  reported  that  the  city  was  deserted. 
A  few  buildings  had  been  wrecked  and  the  east  end  of  the  Cathedral 
was  pierced  by  one  or  two  holes.  Shops  were  all  boarded  up,  giving 
once  busy  thoroughfares  a  particularly  forsaken  appearance.  At 
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infrequent  intervals,  a  shell  burst  with  exaggerated  eclat ,  shattering 
the  silence.  It  was  nearly  1  a.m.  on  the  5th,  before  the  Battalion 
tramped  into  Saleux  and  got  its  component  parts  stowed  away  in 
houses  facing,  for  the  most  part,  on  the  main  street.  On  the  French 
front  the  enemy  retreat  this  day  reached  the  line  of  Velse-Aisne. 
American  troops  entered  Fismes. 

Showers  fell  at  intervals  on  the  5th.  All  ranks  slept  until 
late  in  the  morning.  At  8.30  p.m.,  Brigade  sent  a  warning  order 
for  Battalion  to  be  on  the  march  as  soon  as  possible.  Practically 
the  whole  transport  of  the  P.B.  &  T.  Unit  was  placed  at  its  disposal, 
but  it  was  after  midnight  when  the  column  moved  off.  Due  to 
frequent  halts  on  account  of  crowded  roads  and  blocks  in  the  traffic 
ahead,  four  and  a  half  hours  had  elapsed  before  the  rear  guard  wheeled 
into  a  field  300  yds.  in  front  of  Cagny,  which  had  been  allotted  as 
billeting  area.  Intermittent  showers  had  now  settled  into  a  steady 
drenching  downpour.  Tents  sufficient  to  accommodate  only  about 
half  the  men  were  available  and  dawn  was  greying  the  eastern  sky 
before  the  remainder  found  shelter  under  a  half  dozen  big  brown 
tarpaulins  which  the  Q.M.  had  wangled  from  some  grudging  custodian 
of  military  stores. 

Orders  concerning  the  forthcoming  show  had  been  secretly 
communicated  to  the  C.O.,  Major  A.  L.  Mieville  who,  before  turning 
in,  passed  on  essential  details  to  some  of  his  senior  officers  and  out¬ 
lined  the  more  important  duties  their  companies  would  be  required 
to  carry  out. 

An  attack,  it  appeared,  was  to  be  delivered  by  General  Raw- 
linson’s  Fourth  Army,  assisted  by  Debeney’s  First  French  Army, 
primarily  in  order  to  free  the  Amiens-Paris  Railway. 

On  the  British  front,  the  operation  was  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
Canadian  and  Australian  Corps  with  the  58th,  18th  and  12th  Divi¬ 
sions  on  the  latter’s  left.  To  the  Canadian  Corps  was  allotted  that 
portion  of  the  enemy’s  salient  which  extended  from  Thennes  to  Villers- 
Bretonneux,  both  exclusive.  It  was  to  have  its  3rd,  1st  and  2nd 
divisions  in  the  line  with  the  4th  in  reserve.  The  18th  and  19th 
Battalions  had  been  selected  to  jump  off  on  our  own  front,  the  21st 
and  20th  following  in  support  and  reserve.  The  5th  and  6th  Brigades 
in  succession  were  to  leapfrog  the  4th,  the  objective  of  the  6th,  being 
a  Blue  Line  corresponding  to  the  old  Amiens  outer  defence  system, 
1,000  yds.  beyond  the  Harbonnieres-Caix  Road. 

A  Company  was  selected  to  accompany  the  5th  and  6th  Canadian 
Artillery  Brigades  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  batteries  in  moving 
their  guns  forward. 
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A  detachment  from  D  Company  was  detailed  to  advance  with 
battalions  of  the  6th  Canadian  Infantry  Brigade  and  to  search  for 
booby  traps. 

To  C  Company,  was  allotted  the  task  of  establishing  horse  water¬ 
ing  points  and  investigating  wells  in  the  vicinity  of  Aubercourt, 
Ignaucourt  and  Cayeux.  B  Company  was  made  responsible  for 
the  construction  and  repair  of  roads. 

All  ranks  slept  late  on  the  6th.  Weather  was  alternately  fine 
and  wet.  Box  respirators  were  tested  and  defective  ones  made 
good.  Lieutenants  Morrison  and  McCulloch  reconnoitred  “E” 
track  from  Bois  d’Aquenne  to  the  front  line.  Officers  of  A  Company 
reported  to  the  6th  C.E.A.  Brigade  at  Longueau,  and  to  the  5th  C.E.A. 
Brigade  at  Tld30  near  Boves.  Batteries  of  the  former  would,  it 
was  learned,  participate  in  the  opening  barrage  and  then  advance  in 
time  to  support  later  stages  of  the  attack,  but  all  guns  belonging  to 
the  5th  Brigade  were  to  limber  up  on  Y  night  and  to  follow  up  the 
infantry  as  soon  after  zero  as  the  enemy’s  trenches  could  be  filled  in. 

At  9.45  p.m.,  the  Battalion  paraded  and  marched  off  in  battle 
order,  all  surplus  kit  and  stores  being  left  behind  at  Cagny  in  charge 
of  the  Quartermaster.  Each  man  carried  48  hours’  rations  and 
120  rounds  of  S.A.A.  Roads  were  more  congested  than  ever  with  long 
columns  of  tanks  and  guns  moving  forward  into  position.  A  small 
section  of  Tronville  Wood  had  been  set  apart  as  billeting  area  and  there 
all  ranks,  not  on  duty,  lay  concealed  until  dusk  the  following  day. 
Divisional  headquarters  moved  up  behind  Bois  de  Blangy  and  2nd 
Engineer  Brigade  headquarters  was  established  at  N18a82.  In 
an  attack  on  the  18th  Division  astride  the  Bray-Corbie  Road,  south 
of  Morlancourt,  Germans  claim  to  have  captured  several  hundred 
prisoners. 

Weather  cleared  and  remained  fine  all  through  the  7th.  Lieutenant 
Bate  and  11  other  ranks  proceeded  to  6th  Brigade  headquarters. 
The  27th  Battalion  had  just  rejoined.  It  with  the  4th  C.M.R.  had 
been  sent  north  and  put  into  the  line  behind  Kemmel  Hill  on  the 
last  day  of  July.  French  troops  after  being  in  occupation  since 
April  had  turned  the  front  from  Quatre  Fils  Aymon  to  Hallebast 
over  to  their  British  allies  exactly  a  month  before.  Our  trenches  in 
the  country,  once  so  familiar  to  the  old  6th  Field  Company,  at 
present  run  from  just  east  of  Potijze  to  Transport  Farm,  thence  south¬ 
westerly  between  Kruisstraathoek  and  Elzenwalle,  through  Ridgewood 
and  Kemmelbeek  Pumphouse,  west  of  Butterfly  Farm,  east  of  Brulooze 
Cabaret,  west  of  Locrehof,  east  of  Koudecot  to  a  junction  with  the 
new  line  recently  occupied  by  the  9th  Division  between  Meteren 
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and  Bailleul.  To  the  north  the  front  was  being  held  by  the  41st, 
6th,  33rd  and  49th  Divisions,  with  the  27th  and  30th  American 
Divisions  in  rear.  The  27th  Battalions’  mission  had  been  to  mislead 
the  enemy  as  to  the  Canadian  Corps’  location. 

At  dusk,  Sub-sections  6,  7  and  8  of  B  Company  under  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Morrison,  McCulloch  and  Clements  started  work  on  E  track. 
The  two  A  Company  sections,  less  details  held  in  reserve,  marched 
off  at  the  same  time  under  Lieutenants  Solloway  and  McBeath  to 
report  to  their  respective  artillery  brigades.  Each  had  been  sub¬ 
divided  into  four  detachments  to  facilitate  distribution  among  the 
various  batteries.  Lieutenant  Adam  was  placed  in  command  of 
both  sections.  Company  headquarters  with  tools,  rations  and  water 
moved  to  emplacements  just  behind  Bois  l’Abbe,  preparatory  to  fol¬ 
lowing  up  the  advance.  6th  C.F.A.  Brigade  was  found  in  a  sunken 
road  at  the  south-east  corner  of  Bois  d’Aquenne,  with  the  15th, 
16th,  25th  and  22nd  Batteries  under  Majors  Alderson,  Baker 
and  McKnight  and  Captain  Meikle  in  concealed  positions  nearby, 
ready  to  open  fire  at  zero.  Extension  across  No  Man’s  Land  and 
beyond  of  “E”  and  “D”  tracks  had  been  mapped  out  as  routes 
for  the  guns.  5th  Artillery  Brigade,  at  midnight,  transferred  its 
headquarters  to  a  position  behind  Villers  Bretonneux  station.  At 
1.30  a.m.  No.  3  Sub-section  with  the  17th  and  23rd  Batteries,  moved 
up  through  Cachy  to  our  support  trench.  An  hour  later,  the  18th 
and  20th  Batteries  started  for  their  rendezvous  halfway  between 
Cachy  and  Bois  l’Abbe,  preceded  by  No.  4  Sub-section. 

The  Battalion,  less  A  and  D  Company  detachments  and  trans¬ 
port,  had  some  hours  earlier  shifted  position  to  trenches  at  the 
north-west  corner  of  Bois  de  Gentelles.  First  and  second  line 
transport,  which  had  been  left  behind  under  Lieutenant  Fraser  and 
Captain  Tyler  respectively,  started  moving  up. 

Everywhere  under  the  faint  light  of  stars  units  were  on  the 
march.  Our  heavies  and  those  field  batteries  which  had  not  moved 
carried  out  normal  harassing  fire  to  which  the  enemy  replied  from 
time  to  time,  sweeping  front  trenches  and  crowded  lines  of  approach 
with  high  bursts  of  shrapnel  and  showers  of  machine  gun  bullets. 
“E”  track  on  which  Lieutenant  Morrison’s  party  worked  all  night 
at  top  pressure,  in  order  to  get  a  14  ft.  wide  dirt  road  graded  to  the 
front  line  came  in  for  its  share  of  this  retaliation.  Due  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  steadying  influence  of  Corporal  McLellan,  progress 
was  not  interrupted  and  the  work  was  finished  on  time. 

As  dawn  approached  infrequent  flares  glimmered  feebly  above 
a  thick  ground  mist.  Unlike  all  previous  major  operations  in  which 
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the  Corps  had  taken  part,  there  was  no  preliminary  bombardment. 
Consequently,  when  at  4.20  a.m.,  the  storm  of  our  massed  artillery 
broke  with  a  crash,  it  was  confidently  hoped  the  enemy  would  be 
taken  by  surprise.  This,  it  is  now  evident,  was  the  case,  Never¬ 
theless,  when  5th  Brigade  batteries  started  to  advance  after  the 
bombardment  had  been  in  progress  10  minutes,  they  came  under  a 
heavy  concentration  of  hostile  gun-fire. 

Sergeant  Abrams  quickly  lined  out  his  men  along  “D”  route. 
He  had  got  two  trenches  filled  and  was  bridging  a  third  when  he 
was  struck  down  and  seriously  wounded  in  the  arm,  chest  and  legs. 
About  the  same  time,  Lance-Corporal  Clarkin  was  hit  in  the  back, 
Sappers  Boniface  and  Oliver  in  the  side,  and  Sapper  Pinkerton  in 
the  hand.  As  soon  as  the  bridge  was  finished  and  a  third  trench 
filled  in,  the  17th  and  23rd  Batteries,  which  also  had  lost  a  number 
of  men  and  some  horses,  pushed  on.  About  6  a.m.,  they  took  up 
a  position  near  the  Monument.  Before  opening  fire,  however,  they 
were  ordered  forward  and  galloped  off. 

In  the  meantime,  the  other  two  batteries  of  the  Brigade  had 
started  to  advance  along  “E”  route.  Fog  at  this  time  was  very  thick. 
To  prevent  any  guns  going  astray,  six  sappers  attached  to  the  18th 
Battery  were  posted  along  the  route  as  guides.  Remainder  after 
filling  in  “Alvina”  and  “Aussie”  trenches  and  grading  ramps  into 
and  out  of  the  sunken  Aubercourt  road,  moved  on.  In  doing  so,  they 
came  directly  under  the  enemy’s  barrage.  Almost  immediately  the 
battery  lost  a  number  of  horses  and  men.  Its  sergeant-major  became 
a  casualty  and  the  unit  was  temporarily  disorganized.  To  avoid 
disaster,  a  change  was  made  in  layout  of  the  track  by  diverting  it 
north  of  the  Railway.  Sergeant  Heath  went  forward  with  Major 
Hendrie  to  reconnoitre.  Just  beyond  the  enemy’s  old  front  line 
they  came  on  one  of  his  field  guns  and  turned  it  round. 

Further  on,  after  passing  through  a  line  of  20th  Battalion  moppers 
up,  three  German  officers  appeared  out  of  the  fog,  put  up  their  hands 
and  were  sent  under  guard  to  the  rear. 

Returning  after  having  laid  out  the  alignment  to  recross  the 
tracks  and  head  for  Cave  Copse,  the  battery  commander  ordered 
his  guns  to  come  up  and  unlimber.  They  went  forward  again, 
however,  and  took  up  a  final  position  between  Marcelcave  and  Pier- 
ret  Wood. 

The  20th  Battery  with  the  other  half  of  Sub-section  4  under 
Lieutenant  McBeath  and  Sergeant  Hawkins  continued  along  “E” 
route  until  No.  1  gun  ran  into  infantry,  held  up  by  machine  gun  fire 
from  the  left.  It  then  halted  until  about  5.15  a.m.,  when  it  came 
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into  action  just  beyond  our  old  front  line  where  the  Marcelcave  road 
swings  south.  A  rear  gun  limber  was  hit.  Sapper  Carter  was 
wounded.  Two  gunners  were  also  wounded.  A  third  was  killed 
together  with  seven  battery  horses.  Three  former  German  trenches 
were  filled  in.  Lieutenant  McBeath  went  forward  with  Major 
Donald  as  far  as  Marcelcave.  The  guns  continued  firing  up  to  8 
a.m.  and  then  went  on,  followed  by  their  sapper  escort. 

By  this  time,  a  number  of  Mark  V  machines  of  the  15th  Tank 
Battalion  had  lumbered  forward.  Shortly  afterwards,  18th  and  19th 
Battalion  infantry  were  reported  on  the  Green  Line,  500  yds.  beyond 
Marcelcave. 

6th  Brigade  batteries  remained  in  action  until  those  of  the 
5th  had  got  into  position  ahead.  They  then  unlimbered  and  started 
forward,  making  use  of  a  route  connecting  “E”  and  “D”  tracks, 
which  Lieutenant  Adam  and  Sergeant  Hazelden  had  laid  out  and 
which  had  been  constructed  jointly  by  all  four  parties  from  No.  1 
Section. 

At  6.30  a.m.,  the  Battalion,  less  A  and  D  Company  detachments 
and  2nd  line  transport,  moved  forward.  Soon  after  passing  through 
the  ruins  of  Cachy,  the  column  was  shelled.  Sapper  Kinsey,  a  Lewis 
gunner  from  C  Company  marching  with  the  transport,  was  killed. 
C.S.M.  Thoms  and  Driver  Beckett  were  wounded.  Battalion 
headquarters  was  eventually  established  in  what  had  recently  been 
the  enemy’s  reserve  trench  system  two  miles  west  of  Marcelcave. 

Shortly  after  breakfast,  work  parties  from  B  and  D  Companies 
started  repairing  roads  which  our  own  and  the  enemy’s  barrages  had 
pitted  with  shell  holes.  In  crossing  a  trench,  Captain  Richards 
wrenched  his  knee  and  was  sent  to  the  Casualty  Clearing  Station, 
temporary  command  of  D  Company  passing  on  to  Lieutenant 
Rochester. 

At  sunrise  the  fog  lifted  disclosing  to  view  an  entire  army 
on  the  march,  a  spectacle  unique,  probably,  in  the  pageantry  of  war. 
In  front,  spread  out  over  an  open  plain,  golden  with  unharvested 
wheat  and  studded  here  and  there  with  densely  wooded  thickets, 
infantry  of  the  1st  and  5th  Brigades  accompanied  by  a  few  lumbering 
tanks  advanced  and  deployed. 

Closer  at  hand,  field  guns,  striped  and  spotted,  with  muzzles 
elevated  for  extreme  range,  yielded  to  each  discharge,  recoiled, 
spat  out  empties  and  whiffs  of  half  burned  gas  with  the  precision 
of  reciprocating  machinery. 

From  the  rear,  as  far  as  the  eye  was  able  to  reach,  came  more 
infantry— the  whole  2nd  and  6th  Brigades  with  others  of  the  4th 
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Division  behind.  With  them  moved  machine  gunners,  trench  mortar 
batteries  and  engineers. 

Along  the  roads,  half  concealed  by  clouds  of  amber  dust,  lorries, 
ambulances,  ammunition  limbers,  pontoons,  tractors,  water  carts, 
G.S.  wagons  and  every  other  type  of  military  vehicle  sailed  in  a 
disjointed  but  endless  procession.  Across  country,  making  for  gaps 
in  our  wire,  the  3rd  Cavalry  Division,  strung  out  in  mile  long  squad¬ 
rons,  advanced  at  the  trot.  Keeping  pace  alongside  parallel  columns 
of  whippet  tanks  raced  straight  ahead,  regardless  of  trench  or  wire, 
their  uncompromising  armour  plate,  studded  with  rivets,  presenting 
an  extraordinary  contrast  to  the  magnificent  but  essentially  vul¬ 
nerable  troop  horses.  A  few  old  Mark  I  type  machines,  veterans  of 
1916,  piled  high  with  supplies  and  paraphernalia,  brought  up 
the  rear. 

High  overhead  in  the  background,  floated  the  inevitable  line  of 
kite  balloons,  swaying  at  the  ends  of  their  cables  for  all  the  world 
like  giant  beetles. 

With  the  attack’s  first  phase  still  in  progress,  Captain  Bishop 
of  C  Company,  dispatched  three  parties  under  Lieutenants  Ashford, 
Scott  and  Corley  to  investigate  and  improve  watering  points  at 
Aubercourt,  between  Ignaucourt  and  Cayeux  and  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Marcelcave. 

Abundant  supplies  were  found  to  exist  all  along  the  River  Luce. 
These  were  made  available  for  man  and  horse  by  the  construction, 
where  necessary,  of  troughs  and  other  facilities;  the  work  being  carried 
out  under  a  considerable  volume  of  harassing  shell  and  machine  gun 
fire. 

The  sun-scorched  plain  over  which  troops  of  the  2nd  Canadian 
Division  were  advancing  promised  little  in  the  way  of  water  outside 
what  might  be  obtained  in  ruined  villages.  Lieutenant  Corley 
reported  meagre  supplies  in  Marcelcave,  chiefly  from  shallow  10'  x  15' 
cisterns.  A  deep  well  was  discovered  but  it  had  gone  dry.  A  second 
in  the  Chateau  grounds  fortunately  contained  a  few  feet  of  the 
priceless  liquid  and  it  was  soon  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  thirsty 
infantry  and  gunners  with  empty  water  bottles. 

A  few  concealed  strong  points  had  been  responsible  for  early 
casualties  among  foremost  battalions;  men  shot  down  while  advancing 
in  open  order  through  standing  wheat,  disappearing  from  view. 

Low  flying  planes  searched  for  these  cases.  One,  dipping  too 
low,  touched  ground  and  turned  a  complete  somersault,  the  single 
occupant  emerging  from  the  wreck  unhurt  without  waiting  for  one 
of  our  officers  who  hurried  to  his  assistance. 
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The  particular  machine  gun  nest  which  had  caused  most  of  the 
damage  in  this  area  was  discovered  500  yds.  west  of  Marcelcave  and 
a  little  to  the  south  of  “D”  route.  A  tank  had  accounted  for  the 
whole  garrison  which  remained  grouped  about  its  weapons  in  the 
awkward  attitudes  of  death.  One  man  sat  bolt  upright  wedged  in 
the  narrow  trench,  his  eyes  hidden  under  a  huge  helmet  and  his 
face  and  hands  already  beginning  to  turn  blue.  Sprawled  alongside 
lay  one  of  his  victims,  which  the  tank  had  later  run  over  and  knocked 
inro  the  trench.  The  body  from  which  tunic  and  shirt  had  been 
ripped,  stood  out,  in  vivid  contrast,  stark  white,  except  where  the 
steel  treads  had  crushed  an  arm  to  crimson  pulp. 

Determined  resistance  marked  the  5th  Canadian  Infantry 
Brigade’s  advance  through  Pierret  Wood,  which  was  finally  cleared 
when  some  tanks  crashed  their  way  in  and  forced  surrender  of  150 
prisoners.  Infantry  which  then  continued  on  through  Wiencourt 
and  Guillaucourt  had,  by  10  a.m.,  occupied  the  Red  Line. 

All  A  Company  detachments,  except  a  half  sub-section  with  the 
18th  Battery,  their  work  over  for  the  time  being,  foregathered  in  a  field 
south  of  Marcelcave,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  O.C.  with  rations. 

On  the  1st  Canadian  Division  front  cavalry  details  entered  Caix 
shortly  after  11  a.m.  An  hour  and  10  minutes  later,  the  4th  Canadian 
Division  with  a  section  of  whippets  went  through  to  secure  its  objective 
1,000  yds.  beyond.  It  lost  heavily,  but  by  4.30  p.m.  had  cleared 
Beaucourt  Wood.  At  that  hour  the  6th  Brigade  attacked,  and 
rounded  out  the  day’s  gains  by  occupying  the  old  Amiens  Defence 
Line.  Lieutenant  Bate  and  his  men  accompanied  it,  but  were  unable 
to  locate  any  booby  trap  devices. 

At  5  p.m.,  Lieutenant  Weldon,  who  had  left  Battalion  Head¬ 
quarters  three  hours  before,  arrived  at  Guillaucourt,  and  started 
reconnoitring  for  a  lorry  route  to  Caix. 

Lieutenants  Corley  and  Scott  continued  their  search  for  water. 
The  former  located  a  supply  in  Pierret  Wood  and  seven  others, 
chiefly  wells  and  cisterns,  in  or  about  Wiencourt.  Keeping  pace  with 
our  advance,  Lieutenant  Scott  thoroughly  explored  the  valley  of  the 
Luce  from  Ignaucourt  to  the  outskirts  of  Caix  together  with  a  wide 
belt  of  country  to  the  north.  In  Cayeux,  he  discovered  a  large  dump 
pf  engineer  material  alongside  a  light  railway  which  follows  up  the 
valley.  A  mile  south  of  Guillaucourt  he  located  an  elevated  tank 
and  hot  water  heater.  Wherever  a  water  point  was  established. 
}t  was  marked  with  a  sign  and  such  improvised  improvements  were 
made  as  appeared  necessary.  An  hour  before  midnight  he  brought 
in  his  final  report, 
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By  the  end  of  the  day,  except  in  two  localities,  all  Allied  objectives 
had  been  reached,  the  maximum  penetration  amounting  to  eight 
miles.  French  troops  overran  la  Neuville  and  Plessier  but  had  been 
unable  to  carry  Fresnoy,  while  our  4th  Division  was  still  1,000  yds. 
short  of  le  Quesnel. 

Australians  had  cleared  Harbonnieres  and  were  a  mile  beyond 
Morcourt  with  their  left  flank,  dominated  by  the  heights  of  Chipilly, 
refused.  Repeated  assaults  on  this  stronghold  by  the  Vth  Corps 
had  been  repulsed,  though  further  north  Morlancourt  had  fallen  to 
the  12th  and  18th  Divisions. 

At  7.15  a.m.,  yesterday,  A  Company,  less  details,  marched  with 
two  tool  carts  and  a  limber  via  Bois  Pierret  and  Wiencourt  to  Guil- 
laucourt.  There  information  was  received  that  an  attack  by  the  5th 
and  6th  Brigades  with  the  4th  in  support  was  to  take  place  at  11  a.m., 
having  Rosieres  and  Vrely  for  first,  and  the  railway  beyond  Chilly 
for  final  objective.  It  accordingly  pushed  on  another  mile  and 
halted  in  a  ravine,  in  front  of  which  Colonel  Constantine  had  es¬ 
tablished  advanced  headquarters  in  a  small  wood  halfway  between 
Caix  and  Harbonnieres,  to  which  one  of  his  batteries  had  moved  dur¬ 
ing  the  night.  The  dead  ground  behind  was  full  of  cavalry  and  first 
line  transport.  An  hour  or  so  earlier,  some  squadrons  of  8th  Hussars 
and  other  regiments  had  ridden  through  Meharicourt,  capturing  a 
train  load  of  reinforcements  on  the  railway  behind  Rosieres.  They 
lost  heavily  in  men  and  horses  and  had  to  retire  so  that  our  27th 
Battalion,  going  forward  in  conjunction  with  Australians  to  occupy 
the  latter  place,  found  it  still  in  enemy  possession  and  were  obliged 
to  wait  for  the  29th  to  come  up,  following  delivery  of  the  main  attack. 
Eventually,  after  our  guns  had  been  in  action  three  hours,  the  wester¬ 
ners  were  through  the  town.  A  little  later  on  5th  Brigade  reported 
its  22nd  and  25th  Battalions  in  possession  of  Meharicourt. 

Sappers  under  Lieutenants  Adam  and  Solloway  had  by  this 
time  completed  three  tracks  across  the  Blue  Line,  2,000  yards  north¬ 
east  of  Caix,  so  that  the  way  was  clear  for  guns  to  go  forward  when 
required. 

On  the  2nd  Canadian  Division’s  right  the  1st  and  3rd  had  fought 
their  way  through  Rouvroy  and  Bouchoir  while  the  French  had  cap¬ 
tured  Arvillers.  North  of  the  railway,  however,  the  situation  about 
Lihons  and  Proyart  remained  obscure. 

During  the  afternoon  work  parties  from  B  Company  under 
Lieutenants  Morrison  and  Weldon  completed  repairs  to  the  Marcel- 
cave-Demuin  and  Guillaucourt-Caix  lorry  roads,  together  with  a 
dry  weather  track  parallel  to  and  1,200  yds.  south  of  the  railway 
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connecting  the  two.  Sapper  Everingham,  the  Company  bugler, 
becoming  detached  from  his  party,  found  a  couple  of  Germans  hiding 
in  a  dugout  and  made  them  prisoner. 

C  Company  continued  investigation  of  and  improvements  to 
water  supplies. 

Lieutenant  Ashford’s  party,  using  salved  material,  completed 
a  brick  dipping  platform  and  a  40  ft.  canvas  trough  at  Aubercourt. 
They  also  extemporized  a  Chinese  water-wheel  out  of  4.1  shell 
cases  attached  to  the  rim  of  a  6  ft.  cart  wheel.  This  when  set  up  in 
the  stream  automatically  kept  the  trough  filled. 

Lieutenant  Corley,  establishing  forward  billets  in  some  trenches 
behind  Wiencourt  and  dividing  his  sub-section  into  three  parties, 
combed  Wiencourt,  Guillaucourt  and  all  intervening  country  in 
the  divisional  area  as  far  as  the  Blue  Line.  He  reported  three  ad¬ 
ditional  deep  wells  in  Guillaucourt  and  one  in  the  ravine  beyond, 
besides  other  sources  of  supply,  there  and  along  the  Luce  to  a  total 
of  26.  Pumping  facilities  were  installed  at  a  few  places  and  our 
front  line  troops,  both  cavalry  and  infantry,  notified  where  the  most 
advanced  watering  points  were  located.  Where  quality  was  doubtful, 
samples  were  rushed  back  to  Battalion  headquarters  and  transmitted 
to  the  nearest  field  ambulance  for  analysis. 

As  the  day  wore  on,  enemy  resistance  stiffened  and  his  artillery 
searched  the  areas  he  had  vacated.  Sapper  Sanipass,  a  C  Company 
runner,  had  the  bicycle  he  was  riding  blown  from  under  him  and  was 
lucky  to  escape  with  three  nasty  wounds. 

Besides  those  referred  to,  other  small  detachments  from  B,  C 
and  D  Companies  assisted  with  improvements  to  water  supplies  in 
or  near  Villers-Bretonneux,  Marcelcave  and  Cayeux,  posting  signs, 
repairing  pumps,  erecting  windlasses  and  constructing  water  bottle 
fillers,  troughs,  dipping  platforms  and  approach  roads. 

Last  night  advanced  detachments  from  B  and  C  Companies 
found  accommodation  near  Marcelcave  and  Wiencourt  while  A  oc¬ 
cupied  a  row  of  elaborate  dugouts  in  the  Harbonnieres-Caix  ravine. 
So  precipitate  was  the  enemy’s  retreat  here,  that  he  had  abandoned 
two  field  kitchens,  one  full  of  messy-looking  noodle  soup;  besides  a 
number  of  undersized  horses  which  still  remained  grazing  nearby. 
The  first  now  form  part  of  the  Battalion’s  transport.  The  German 
field  kitchen  is  quite  unlike  our  own.  Its  main  feature  is  a  big  pot 
surrounded  by  a  water  jacket  with  a  fireplace  underneath  and  a 
lid  that  screws  down.  There  is  also  a  subsidiary  receptacle  for  tea. 

During  the  night  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  was  relieved  by  the 
4th  and  went  into  Corps  Reserve,  the  Battalion  coming  under  direct 
control  of  the  Chief  Engineer. 
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Early  this  morning  instructions  were  sent  out  that  all  companies 
were  to  work  on  roads.  A  few  men  were  left  to  complete  special 
water  points.  D  Company  removed  the  remains  of  a  steel  windmill 
from  a  street  in  Cachy  and  repaired  a  mile  of  road  to  the  east.  Re¬ 
mainder  of  Battalion  worked  all  day  under  Lieutenant  Morrison 
filling  shell  holes  and  metalling  road  surface  along  the  main  transport 
route  to  Marcelcave.  Sapper  Hershon  was  accidentally  injured. 
Captain  Stuart  who  is  in  charge  of  road  improvements  went  forward 
tonight  to  investigate  and  report  on  conditions  through  Guillaucourt 
and  beyond. 

News  of  fighting  to-day  is  difficult  to  secure.  It  is  understood, 
however,  our  advance  south  of  the  railway  has  been  carried  beyond 
the  old  French  trench  system  of  1916  which  in  turn  runs  just  east 
of  the  line  Chilly-Fouquescourt-Parvillers-Andechy.  Australians 
have  cleared  up  the  situation  at  Chipilly  and  are  east  of  Mericourt. 
In  Flanders,  the  31st  Division  has  captured  Vieux  Berquin. 

Enemy  Gothas  carried  out  a  daylight  raid  on  our  back  areas 
this  afternoon  and  the  sweep  of  our  searchlights  indicates  that  his 
bombers  are  over  again  tonight. 

Weather  throughout  the  whole  operation  to  date  has  been 
uniformly  fine. 

Lieutenant  F.  M.  Pearman  of  the  27th  Battalion  was  taken  on 
strength  to-day  and  posted  to  B  Company.  Lieutenant  Denley  went 
on  leave. 

17th  August,  1918 

Sunday  was  dry  and  sultry.  C  Company  filled  shell  holes  in 
“D”  track.  Work  of  improving  the  main  road  south  of  the  railway 
between  the  overcrossings  in  Villers  Bretonneux  and  Marcelcave 
so  as  to  make  it  fit  for  two-way  lorry  traffic  at  ten  miles  per  hour 
was  organized  on  a  systematic  basis.  25  lorries  starting  at  daybreak 
had  by  8.30  a.m.  delivered  31  loads  of  material  at  intervals  along 
the  route.  Three  parties  totalling  75  men  attended  to  unloading 
and  distribution.  An  additional  force  of  300,  all  from  A.  B  and  D 
Companies,  widened,  repaired  and  remetalled  the  road  surface. 
By  half  past  four,  35%  of  the  work,  which  had  to  be  carried  out  under 
traffic,  was  complete.  Remainder  of  the  Battalion,  including  transport, 
had  in  the  meantime  moved  forward  2 Yl  miles  to  the  high  ground 
1,000  yds.  north  of  the  Luce  between  Aubercourt  and  Ignaucourt. 
Part  of  the  area  had  been  occupied  by  a  battery  of  77  m.m.  German 
field  guns,  and  some  dugouts  which  had  evidently  been  a  divisional 
artillery  headquarters.  Dead  bodies  of  the  gunners  to  the  number 
of  a  score  or  more  lay  scattered  over  the  hillside,  victims  of  our 
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tanks.  So  complete,  apparently  had  been  the  surprise  occasioned  by 
the  latter,  that  breach  blocks  of  all  guns  remained  intact  and  in  the 
chamber  of  one  a  live  charge  still  rested.  A  dugout  yielded  the 
divisional  commander’s  correspondence  file  complete  with  orders, 
reports,  charts,  communiques  and  maps.  One  of  the  latter  covered 
our  trenches  at  Ypres.  The  whole  dossier  was  bundled  up  and  sent 
over  to  advanced  Corps  headquarters  near  Demuin.  “Intelligence” 
there  was  not  communicative  but  fighting  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hallu  by  our  4th  Division  and  at  Damery  by  the  British  32nd  Division, 
it  was  learned,  had  occurred  without  definite  result.  Montdidier 
had  fallen  over  the  week  end  and  the  French  were  in  Ea  Bossiere, 
Fescamps  and  Conchy.  The  unpleasant  but  necessary  task  of  burying 
German  dead  was  entrusted  to  sub-sections  in  reserve.  With  darkness 
came  the  unmistakable  full-throated  drone  of  a  hostile  plane.  Cor¬ 
rectly  judging  the  former  battery  position  to  be  a  favourable  target, 
it  unloaded  a  bomb  which  exploded  with  terrific  concussion  within 
25  ft.  of  the  nearest  sapper’s  bivouac.  Another  apparently  hit  an 
ammunition  dump  as  a  large  fire  was  observed  burning  to  the  south. 

Commencing  the  12th,  it  was  arranged  that  12  G.S.  wagons  in 
addition  to  the  fleet  of  25  lorries  should  report  to  the  Battalion  daily 
for  transportation  of  road  metal  from  the  railway,  and  that  every 
available  man  should  be  employed  on  road  repairs  which  were  to  be 
extended  in  the  direction  of  Guillaucourt. 

An  officer  of  A  Company  reconnoitred  the  big  German  dump 
in  Rosieres.  This  was  found  to  contain  an  enormous  store  of  tools, 
lumber,  wire,  light  railway  track,  nails,  small  arm  ammunition, 
rifle  grenades,  trench  mortar  bombs,  and  other  war  material.  The 
place  was  practically  deserted  and  extremely  unhealthy  as  the  enemy 
kept  it  under  continuous  and  systematic  bombardment.  The  2nd 
and  3rd  Canadian  Divisions  were  again  in  the  line  having  relieved 
the  4th  Canadian  and  32nd  Divisions  the  previous  night  on  the  right 
and  left  respectively.  During  the  day  the  7th  Brigade  advanced 
slightly  south  of  Fouquescourt.  Eihons  and  Proyart  fell  to  the 
Australians. 

Lieutenant  Bate  and  his  party  of  10  from  Don  Company  which 
had  been  attached  to  Gth  Brigade  reported  back  to  the  Battalion  on 
the  13th,  all  having  performed  exceedingly  good  work  although 
the  enemy  had  on  this  occasion  been  given  little  time  to  contrive 
elaborate  booby  traps. 

Work  on  the  main  east  and  west  highway  was  practically  com¬ 
pleted  as  far  as  Marcelcave  and  part  of  Captain  Stuart’s  force  diverted 
on  to  the  Marcelcave- Demuin  road.  The  remainder  was  employed 
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trimming  gutters,  making  loops  to  enable  vehicles  to  turn  about 
and  repairing  one  parapet  of  Villers-Bretonneux  bridge.  The  day  was 
comparatively  quiet  on  the  Corps  front. 

At  dawn  on  the  14th  an  intense  artillery  bombardment  broke  out 
in  the  3rd  Canadian  Division  area,  and  was  renewed  at  intervals 
throughout  the  day.  The  force  detailed  for  road  work  was  reduced 
to  375  of  all  ranks.  After  sundown,  but  before  a  red  glow  had  quite 
faded  from  the  western  sky,  our  guns  started  flashing  again  and  the 
whole  eastern  horizon  was  in  eruption  with  flares  of  every  hue  going 
up  singly  and  in  combination.  To  these  were  added  later  golden 
showers,  chain  rockets  and  flaming  onions  as  our  bombing  squadrons 
started  across  No-Man’s-Land  on  their  customary  mission  of  de¬ 
struction.  The  night  was  clear  with  a  harvest  moon  in  half  phase. 
At  9.30  p.m.,  the  enemy  started  a  succession  of  air  raids  that  lasted 
four  hours.  For  a  time  one  of  his  machines  was  picked  up  and 
blinded  by  a  concentration  of  searchlights  which,  until  half  past 
one  in  the  morning,  kept  quartering  the  sky;  but  our  Archies  were 
unable  to  pick  up  the  range.  Parvillers  during  the  night  was  pinched 
out  and  occupied  by  the  7th  Brigade.  The  French  captured  Gury 
and  Ribecourt. 

On  the  15th,  notification  was  received  from  the  6th  Field  Am¬ 
bulance  that  Sergeant  Abrams  H.  had  died  on  the  night  of  the  8th, 
of  multiple  shell  wounds.  Recommendation  that  he  be  awarded 
the  Military  Medal  had  already  gone  through.  The  Villers  Breton- 
neux-Demuin  road  was  made  passable  for  light  cars  at  low  speed. 
Repairs  to  the  lorry  route  between  Marcelcave  and  Guillaucourt  north 
of  the  railway  were  almost  completed.  The  day  was  excessively 
hot.  Road  surfaces  had  everywhere  been  converted  into  fine  white 
dust  which  rose  in  clouds  and  moved  with  the  traffic.  A  Company 
was  detailed  to  repair  two  brick  arches  over  the  railway,  one  on  the 
Marcelcave- Warf usee  road  and  the  other  a  mile  further  east.  They 
had  been  damaged  by  shells  and  passage  underneath  of  an  11  inch 
captured  gun  for  which  there  was  insufficient  clearance.  An  officer 
on  a  “Triumph”  scoured  the  country  to  within  1,000  yds.  of  Maucourt 
for  sand  and  cement.  All  villages  as  far  back  as  Aubercourt  were 
shelled  at  intervals  with  H.F.  and  gas.  In  the  afternoon  and  again 
at  night,  heavy  firing  was  observed  to  the  south-east.  The  9th 
Brigade  had,  it  appears,  rushed  Damery  in  the  morning,  beaten  off 
several  counter  attacks,  taken  250  prisoners  and  later,  in  conjunction 
with  the  French,  dislodged  the  Germans  from  some  high  ground 
overlooking  Roye. 

On  the  Fys,  the  enemy  withdrew  from  Calonne  and  Locon  and 
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north  of  the  Ancre  was  driven  out  of  Beaumont  Hamel,  Serre,  Pui- 
sieux  and  Bucquoy. 

Officers  were  notified  that  applications  would  be  considered  for 
service  in  Russia. 

Yesterday,  the  335th  R.E.  Company  took  over  work  on  the  Villers 
Bretonneux-Demuin  road.  A  diversion  at  Marcelcave  station  was 
completed.  All  bricklayers  in  the  Battalion  were  attached  to  A 
Company  for  repair  of  bridges.  Two  lorries  hauled  material  from 
Rosieres.  In  the  afternoon  the  railway  line  was  shelled  and  a  heavy 
draught  horse  killed  near  the  Guillaucourt  crossing.  A  timber 
flume  for  the  Chinese  wheel  at  Aubercourt  rendered  necessary  by 
low  water,  was  constructed.  The  place  reeked  of  gas  with  which  the 
enemy  was  deluging  the  valley.  Last  night  the  1st  and  4th  Canadian 
Divisions  completed  relief  of  the  3rd  and  2nd. 

This  morning,  Captain  Bishop  took  charge  of  all  road  repairs. 
A  heavy  German  gun  carriage  and  limber  which  blocked  the  highway 
near  Wiencourt  railway  crossing  was  removed.  Sapper  Young  W.J. 
was  accidentally  shot  in  the  breast.  Several  officers  to-day  visited 
Amiens,  which  is  being  rapidly  reoccupied  by  civilians.  The  French 
are  back  practically  in  their  old  1916  trenches  as  far  south  as 
Soissons. 

The  long  run  of  fine  hot  weather  which  started  on  the  7th  has 
continued  unbroken. 

24th  August,  1918 

At  8  a.m.  on  Sunday  an  officer  and  29  other  ranks  from  A  Com¬ 
pany  moved  via  Hangard  and  Domart  to  the  gravel  pit  at  Thennes. 
Golden  sunshine  fell  in  slanting  rays  through  a  long  succession  of 
tumbled  cottages.  The  party  at  once  started  sifting  and  bagging 
sand.  Remainder  of  the  Company  removed  damaged  parapets  and 
erected  scaffolding  at  Wiencourt  and  Marcelcave  bridges.  Captain 
Bishop’s  party  completed  improvements  to  the  through  lorry  route 
as  far  as  Guillaucourt.  Signs  indicating  maximum  allowable  loads 
were  placed  at  all  bridges.  A  German  ammunition  dump  at  Guillau¬ 
court  crossing  blew  up  wounding  Acting  Lance-Corporal  Cawley  and 
Sappers  Le  Feuvre,  Reulens,  Walker,  G.C.,  and  LaLonde,  all  of  C 
Company.  At  2  p.m.,  D  Company  proceeded  in  four  lorries  to  St. 
Nicholas  to  build  dugouts  for  the  4th  Casualty  Clearing  Station. 

The  19th  was  cool  and  cloudy.  The  1st  Canadian  Infantry 
Works  Battalion  took  over  all  roadwork.  B  and  C  Companies 
started  clearing  the  divisional  area  of  all  enemy  and  Allied  war 
equipment,  piling  the  material  along  the  roadside  for  removal  to  a 
central  salvage  dump.  German  field  kitchens  taken  over  by  the 
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Battalion  were  painted  and  marked  with  the  divisional  sign.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Solloway  was  evacuated  to  hospital. 

At  2  p.m.,  stand  by  ready  to  move”  orders  were  received. 
Lorries  hurriedly  dispatched  to  St.  Nicholas  and  Thennes  brought 
back  D  and  A  Company  detachments.  At  10.30  p.m.,  the  Battalion 
complete  with  transport,  paraded  and  marched  via  Cachy  and  Gen- 
telles  to  Gentelles  Wood.  A  slight  mist  hung  over  the  fields.  At 
a  cross  roads  near  Cachy  there  was  a  long  halt  to  let  an  infantry 
brigade  pass.  Nearby,  a  team  of  wretched  ammunition  mules  had 
disputed  the  right  of  way  with  a  5.9  and  the  effluvia  from  their 
decomposing  bodies  permeated  the  damp  air  with  an  insistence  that 
could  not  be  ignored.  Thereafter,  through  a  misunderstanding  in 
passing  back  an  order  the  whole  Battalion  marched  at  attention  for 
several  miles.  It  was  2.30  a.m.  before  the  wood  was  reached  and 
our  weary  men  enabled  to  stretch  out  under  the  trees. 

At  10.20  a.m.  on  the  20th,  the  transport  moved  off  in  two  columns 
with  instructions  so  entrain  at  Longueau  for  Erevent.  At  midnight, 
the  remainder  fell  in  and  marched  to  Boves.  The  railway  had  only 
been  reopened  for  traffic  within  a  few  days,  so  that  there  was  a  long 
delay  before  a  troop  train  appeared.  Towards  morning  the  weather 
which  had  remained  fine  and  warm  turned  foggy  again.  At  4  a.m. 
the  Battalion  entrained. 

The  journey  back  to  the  north  was  excessively  slow  so  that  noon 
on  the  21st  had  passed  before  Wavrans  was  reached.  Here  the 
Battalion  detrained  and  moved  off  to  the  cover  of  some  trees  along¬ 
side  the  little  river  Ternoise.  Practically  everyone  took  advantage 
of  the  occasion  to  have  a  plunge  and  bath.  A  bright  sun  shone  all 
day.  At  7.30  p.m.  orders  were  given  to  fall  in,  and  the  companies 
moved  off  in  a  southerly  direction.  The  night  was  still  and  clear 
and  the  march  carried  out  to  the  accompaniment  of  all  the  latest 
music  hall  songs  executed  in  harmony  by  the  Battalion’s  not  in¬ 
considerable  vocal  talent.  Framecourt,  a  quiet  little  village  half¬ 
way  between  St.  Pol  and  Prevent,  where  billets  had  been  secured, 
was  reached  by  way  of  Hernicourt,  Croix,  Siracourt  and  Croisette 
shortly  before  midnight.  Here  the  Battalion  rested  all  the  next 
day.  No  news  was  available  as  to  what  was  happening  at  the  front. 
Lieutenant  Heathcott  returned  from  the  P.B.  and  T.U.  The  Adju¬ 
tant,  Lieutenant  Hague,  went  on  leave,  Lieutenant  Airey  temporarily 
taking  over  his  duties. 

Warning  order  was  received  at  11  p.m.  and  definite  move  orders 
at  4  a.m.  on  the  23rd.  Transport  which  had  rejoined  the  unit  was 
hurriedly  loaded  and  sent  off  before  dawn.  At  3  p.m.  companies 
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assembled  and  proceeded  to  Petit  Houvin.  After  the  usual  delay, 
a  train  appeared  and  the  move  was  continued  by  rail  to  Maroeuil, 
the  trip  occupying  seven  hours.  In  the  town,  cooks  who  had  been 
dispatched  ahead  by  lorry  prepared  hot  tea  behind  a  ruined  building. 
This  was  being  distributed  when  the  enemy  started  pumping  over 
whizzbangs,  which  narrowly  missed  some  men  grouped  about  the 
dixies.  Final  stages  of  the  journey  were  covered  on  foot.  So  all 
last  night  until  3.15  this  morning,  the  Battalion  marched.  Its 
route  lay  south,  across  the  railway,  through  Agnez-lez-Duisans, 
over  high  downs  by  Warlus  to  Simencourt.  Clouds  came  up  and 
obscured  the  moon.  For  the  most  part,  sections  swung  along  in 
silence.  After  each  hourly  halt  the  leading  company  fell  back  to 
the  rear.  In  Simencourt,  a  collection  of  Nissen  huts,  named  for  no 
explicable  reason  “Seaview  Camp,”  had  been  secured  for  billets. 

To-day  all  ranks  rose  late.  Corporal  Gibson  with  nine  other 
ranks  from  B  Company  was  sent  to  Aubigny  to  improve  rest  camp 
huts.  Two  other  B  Company  parties  proceeded  to  Warlus  on  other 
work,  returning  at  night.  Surplus  stores  left  at  Gouy  under  guard 
when  the  unit  departed  for  Amiens,  came  on  by  lorry.  The  Canadian 
Corps  is  in  process  of  relieving  the  XVIIth  in  front  of  Arras.  The 
2nd  and  3rd  Canadian  Divisions  are  going  in  and  the  15th  Division 
is  coming  out. 

Fighting  appears  to  have  died  down  on  the  Amiens  front.  Aus¬ 
tralians,  however,  advancing  astride  the  Somme,  are  beyond  Chuignes 
and  Bray.  Albert  is  once  more  British.  Byng’s  Third  Army,  in 
an  offensive  which  started  on  Wednesday  and  is  still  in  progress,  has 
reached  the  line  Ervillers-Achiet  le  Petit-Beaucourt.  North  and  south 
of  the  Oise,  the  enemy  has  backed  out  of  Lassigny  and  Blerancourt. 
The  French  claim  10,000  prisoners. 

To-night  a  hostile  bombing  raid  is  in  progress. 

31st  August,  1918 

Divine  service  was  held  at  10  a.m.  on  Sunday.  Apart  from 
this  and  customary  fatigues,  men  spent  the  morning  cleaning  equip¬ 
ment  and  basking  in  the  hot  sunshine.  At  lp.m.,  orders  were  received 
for  the  Battalion  to  move  forward  and  take  part  in  a  new  offensive, 
which  was  to  be  launched  next  morning.  Company  commanders 
were  summoned  to  a  conference  with  the  C.O.  and  allotted  their 
tasks.  These  included;  for  A  and  B  Companies,  rehabilitation  of 
the  light  railway  system  which  the  Germans  had  captured  in  March; 
for  C  Company,  repairs  to  the  so-called  Cavalry  track  running  east 
from  Ronville  as  far  as  Chapel  Hill,  so  as  to  render  it  fit  for  passage 
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of  field  guns;  for  D  Company,  inspection  of  and  repair  to  captured 
dugouts  and  search  for  land  mines. 

Orders  indicated  the  object  of  the  operations  to  be  primarily 
recapture  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy  east  of  Arras.  The 
attack  was  to  be  carried  out  between  the  southerly  limits  of  Neuville 
Vitasse  and  the  Scarpe,  with  the  2nd  and  3rd  Canadian  Divisions 
on  the  right  and  left  respectively  of  the  Arras-Cambrai  road.  The 
51st  Division  had  been  attached  to  the  Corps  with  instructions  to 
follow  up  withdrawal  of  the  enemy  north  of  the  river,  while  the 
52nd,  another  Scottish  division  recently  with  Allenby  in  Palestine, 
was  on  the  Third  Army’s  left  flank  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Henin. 

By  conforming  its  movements  to  our  own  the  latter  could 
attack  end  on  and  advance  astride  the  Hindenburg  trench  system, 
which  extends  in  a  fairly  direct  line  from  Telegraph  Hill  to  Bulle- 
court.  Between  it  and  the  Scarpe  the  terrain  is  intersected  by  old 
trenches  which  have  already  changed  hands  twice. 

Beyond  the  Sensee  three  well  defined  defensive  systems  exist. 
The  Fresnes-Rouvroy  Tine,  Drocourt-Queant  Tine  and  Vis  en  Artois 
Switch.  The  first,  approaching  to  within  a  mile  of  Fontaine,  forms 
an  arc  connecting  Riencourt  with  St.  Servins  Farm,  whence  it  runs 
north  through  Remy  and  Boiry  Notre  Dame.  The  second  joins 
Moulin  Sans  Souci  to  Etaing  by  way  of  T’Esperance  Farm  and  Dury 
Wood,  and  the  third  links  the  others  by  a  line  more  or  less  parallel 
to  and  700  yards  south-west  of  the  Cagnicourt-Vis  en  Artois 
road. 

At  8  p.m.,  the  Battalion  fell  in  and  marched  off  in  battle  order, 
blankets,  packs  and  ground-sheets  being  left  behind.  At  the  first 
halt,  the  weather,  which  had  become  threatening,  broke  and  rain 
began  to  fall  in  torrents  to  the  accompaniment  of  heavy  outbursts 
of  thunder  and  lightning.  At  times  these  were  indistinguishable 
from  the  flash  and  roar  of  our  heavies  in  action  away  to  the  south. 
The  assembly  area,  a  stretch  of  open  road  alongside  some  old  howitzer 
pits  in  the  Purple  Reserve  a  mile  north-west  of  Wailly,  was  reached 
about  10.30  p.m.  A  few  men  attempted  to  find  shelter  in  some  oat 
stooks  but  for  the  most  part  the  remainder  stood  huddled  about  the 
cookers  soaked  to  the  skin. 

Tieutenants  Carter  and  Rochester  of  D  Company,  with  58  and 
10  other  ranks  respectively,  had  been  dispatched  to  the  4th  and 
6th  Brigades  where,  on  arrival,  their  parties  were  split  up  and  a 
detachment  detailed  to  accompany  each  battalion  taking  part  in  the 
advance. 


Bapaume  District 
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Lieutenant  Goodchild  with  10  O.R.  from  A  Company  went 
forward  to  reconnoitre  the  light  railway  from  the  Marble  Arch 
eastward  to  our  front  line  and  beyond. 

At  2.45  a.m.  on  the  26th,  three  sub-sections  of  C  Company  under 
Lieutenants  Corley,  Scott  and  Fraser,  the  whole  in  charge  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Ashford,  marched  off.  Part  of  this  force  proceeded  to  Beau- 
metz  to  load  material  for  bridges,  the  remainder  carrying  on  in  the 
direction  of  Ronville.  A  Company  about  the  same  time  moved  up 
to  the  railway. 

Infantry  battalions  selected  to  go  over  the  top  in  the  front  wave 
were  the  27th,  21st  and  20th  on  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  front 
with  the  5th,  4th  and  2nd  C.M.R.  to  the  north.  At  this  time  the 
British  line  which  had  been  still  further  advanced  over  the  week 
end  by  the  Fourth  and  Third  Armies  to  the  south  ran  from  a  point  on 
the  Somme  just  west  of  Cappy  by  Mametz,  Bazentin  le  Petit,  Warlen- 
court,  Grevillers,  Eavreuil,  Mory  and  St.  Leger  to  the  Corps’  south 
boundary  just  south  of  Neuville  Vitasse  sugar  factory.  In  the 
First  Army  area,  there  had  been  little  change  since  the  front  became 
stabilized  in  April;  Neuville  Vitasse,  Tilloy,  Fampoux,  Bailleul, 
and  Willerval  still  marking  the  easterly  limit  of  our  defences.  Just 
before  zero,  which  had  been  set  at  3  a.m.,  rain  stopped  and  a  spent 
moon  faintly  illumined  the  dripping  landscape.  Compared  with  the 
deafening  volume  of  sound  ushering  in  previous  attacks,  our  barrage 
appeared  weak.  Hostile  retaliation  was  even  less  intense.  After 
the  infantry  had  jumped  off,  a  few  tanks  started  moving  forward. 
At  5  a.m.,  C  Company  began  work  on  the  Cavalry  track;  grading 
the  roadway  across  a  maze  of  trenches,  cutting  ramps  and  filling 
shell  holes.  By  6.30  a.m.,  8th  and  4th  Brigade  outposts  were  reported 
beyond  Orange  and  Chapel  Hills.  An  hour  later  they  had  reached 
the  west  outskirts  of  Monchy  le  Preux  and  Guemappe,  while  the  28th 
Battalion  was  mopping  up  a  shallow  basin  between  the  Mercatel- 
Wancourt  Ridge  and  high  ground  to  the  north,  which  the  29th  and 
27th  Battalions  had  previously  outflanked. 

East  across  the  Hindenburg  Line,  from  a  point  half  way  between 
Neuville  Vitasse  and  Telegraph  Hill,  and  down  the  centre  of  this 
basin  ran  the  60  centimetre  railway  which  it  was  proposed  to  rehabili¬ 
tate.  Major  Harrison  and  officers  of  A  and  B  Companies  following 
up  our  advance,  found  the  track  broken  up  into  scrap  and  the  roadbed 
ploughed  and  pitted  for  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  our  old  front  line 
by  four  months  of  destructive  and  more  or  less  continuous  gunfire. 

Heavy  fighting  about  this  time  appeared  to  be  in  progress  near 
the  forward  end  of  Mercatel  ridge  where,  it  was  understood,  the  28th 
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Battalion  was  attempting  to  establish  contact  with  its  52nd  Division 
neighbours  in  the  direction  of  Heninel.  The  enemy  also  was  shelling 
Wancourt  and  the  corduroy  road  with  mustard  gas. 

Reports  presently  came  through  that  the  Mounted  Rifles  were 
in  possession  of  Monchy  and  that  the  7th  Brigade  had  gone  on  to 
exploit  its  capture. 

By  noon,  C  Company  had  carried  repairs  to  the  Cavalry  track 
forward  sufficiently  for  the  artillery  to  bring  up  its  guns,  and  a  few 
hours  later,  completed  grading  to  within  500  yds.  of  Feuchy  Chapel 
on  the  main  Cambrai  road. 

A  Company,  at  the  instance  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  11th 
Canadian  Railway  Troops,  and  in  order  to  establish  track  connection 
with  the  material  yard  in  St.  Sauveur,  concentrated  its  energies  during 
the  morning  on  reclamation  of  a  branch  running  south  from  Bulldog 
dump  to  the  turnout  at  N13c08.  After  lunch,  A  and  B  Companies 
worked  on  the  main  line  east  and  west  of  this  point,  three  sub-sections 
of  the  latter  carrying  on  until  8  p.m. 

During  the  afternoon,  both  companies  established  forward 
billets  in  old  huts  on  the  Arras-Bapaume  road,  respectively  north 
and  south  of  the  light  railway.  Orders  were  received  that  henceforth 
the  Arras  Cambrai  road  was  to  be  the  dividing  line  between  the  2nd 
and  3rd  Canadian  Divisions. 

Attacks  late  in  the  day  by  the  Gth  and  4th  Brigades  against 
determined  resistance,  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Wancourt  Tower 
and  Guemappe.  The  3rd  Canadian  Division,  after  bitter  fighting, 
held  a  position  1,000  yds.  in  front  of  Monchy  corresponding  approxi¬ 
mately  to  the  old  German  front  line  of  last  winter  with  its  left  flank 
refused.  North  of  the  Scarpe,  the  51st  Division  advanced  beyond 
Roeux  chemical  works. 

As  a  result  of  the  Battalion’s  efforts,  6,500  yds.  of  overland 
trail  was  rendered  passable  for  field  guns;  approximately  an  equal 
yardage  of  light  railway  track  was  relaid  or  made  ready  for  new 
rails,  and  a  considerable  area  of  captured  territory,  including  therein 
such  roads,  trenches  and  dugouts  as  it  contained,  examined  for  con¬ 
cealed  mines  or  devices  of  like  nature. 

Sapper  Owens  was  wounded  while  advancing  with  the  infantry. 

The  British  front  line  in  March  ran  from  Cavalry  Farm  on  the 
Cambrai  road,  slightly  west  of  south,  behind  Cherisy,  to  a  point 
1,000  yds.  west  of  Fontaine;  thence  forward,  north  of  Bulleeourt 
along  the  Hindenburg  support  or  Tunnel  trench  to  within  a  kilometre 
of  Riencourt,  before  turning  south  again  in  the  direction  of  Lagnicourt 
Saw  Mill.  For  four  years,  the  territory  beyond  had  remained  German. 
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On  the  27th,  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  jumping  off  at  10  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  with  the  5th  and  4th  Brigades,  broke  through  this 
line,  overran  Cherisy  and  Vis  en  Artois,  and  reached  the  Sensee 
valley.  Hostile  artillery  retaliation  was  severe.  All  sappers 
from  D  Company  attached  to  the  21st  Battalion  became  casualties. 
Sapper  Trenholme  W.  was  killed  and  Sappers  Gregerson,  Smith  W., 
Walsh,  Sumner,  Gurney  W.,  Beddington  and  Sergeant  Mitchell 
were  more  or  less  seriously  wounded.  North  of  the  Arras-Cambrai 
road  the  9th  Brigade,  starting  five  hours  earlier,  had  carried  Factory 
Trench,  Bois  du  Vert,  Green  Work  and  Bois  du  Sart. 

A  and  B  Companies  carried  on  with  repairs  to  the  Wancourt 
line.  At  3  p.m.  a  party  from  the  3rd  Battalion  C.E.  reported  and 
worked  east  from  the  old  Eeuchy  branch. 

C  Company  finished  improvements  to  the  Cavalry  track  filling 
in  two  more  trenches  and  repairing  three  bridges.  One  sub-section 
remained  at  Beaumetz  to  load  track  material.  Two  others  with 
reserve  sub-sections  of  A  and  B  and  all  of  Headquarters  moved  to 
huts  at  the  junction  of  Beaurains  Switch  and  Nelson  Support.  Major 
Stuart  dispatched  one  sub-section  under  Lieutenant  Watts  to  Wan¬ 
court  at  8  p.m.  to  repair  the  Cherisy  road  crossing  over  the  Cojeul 
River,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  a  mine.  By  3  a.m.,  the  work 
was  complete,  and  the  bridge  with  approaches  fit  for  horse  drawn 
transport.  The  situation  remained  quiet  on  the  2nd  Canadian  Divi¬ 
sion  front  but  near  the  Scarpe  our  artillery  was  active  all  night. 
Captain  Curtis  returned  from  hospital. 

The  French  this  day  entered  Roye. 

Weather  remained  showery  on  the  28th.  Pressure  was  con¬ 
tinued  on  the  Corps’  left.  The  enemy  evacuated  Pelves,  but  only 
relinquished  his  hold  on  Jigsaw  Wood,  Artillery  Hill,  Boiry  and  the 
strong  trench  system  between  it  and  Remy  after  eight  hours  obstinate 
resistance. 

About  noon  the  2nd  Division’s  advance  was  resumed  in  an 
attempt  to  reduce  the  southern  extension  of  the  Fresnes-Rouvroy 
line.  There  were  no  tanks,  and  our  artillery  was  too  weak  to  crush 
the  enemy’s  defence.  South  of  the  Cambrai  road,  all  battalions  of 
the  4th  and  5th  Brigades  were  involved.  When  the  smoke  from  our 
barrage  cleared  a  few  scattered  groups,  mostly  from  the  24th  Battalion, 
could  be  seen  gallantly  pressing  forward  across  the  Vis-Fontaine 
Road  and  up  the  slope  beyond,  but  they  soon  went  to  earth  or  were 
cut  down.  Walking  wounded  from  the  22nd  Battalion,  with  pardon¬ 
able  exaggeration,  claimed  whole  platoons  of  their  comrades  had  been 
wiped  out  by  enemy  machine  gunners. 
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One  of  our  own  officers  reconnoitring  light  railway  systems 
in  captured  territory  got  up  to  a  rise  in  the  Cherisy-Hendecourt 
road  above  Sun  Quarry  on  the  right,  but  was  held  up  by  machine 
gun  fire  from  the  Brickworks  further  north.  He  reported  the  railway 
shown  on  our  maps  as  extending  from  Boyelles  down  the  Cojeul 
valley  to  Heninel  and  thence  climbing  diagonally  over  the  ridge 
opposite  Wancourt  to  be  badly  cut  up  and  out  of  commission  in  so 
far  as  the  portion  in  the  divisional  area  was  concerned.  Of  the  branch 
up  the  Sensee  towards  Fontaine  only  traces  of  a  roadbed  remained. 
Both  of  these  lines  had  apparently  been  built  to  facilitate  construction 
of  the  Hindenburg  trench  system.  They  are  shown  on  the  1-40,000 
1917  maps  connected  to  a  more  or  less  continuous  trackage  along  the 
latter.  Between  the  two,  traversing  an  intermediate  valley,  and  at 
one  time  joining  the  first  mentioned  near  Boiry  Becquerelle,  there 
was  found  to  exist  a  60  c.m.  line  recently  operated  and  in  fair  condition. 
Alignments  of  all  three  branches  converge  in  the  direction  of  Haucourt, 
whence  a  main  feeder  apparently  runs  back  alongside  the  Cambrai 
road  to  some  supply  base  in  rear. 

Elsewhere  this  day  Croisilles  fell  to  the  56th  London  Division 
and  our  right  flank,  in  touch  with  troops  of  the  57th  Lancashire 
Division  which  had  relieved  the  52nd,  was  able  to  move  further  up 
the  hill  above  Fontaine. 

Good  progress  was  made  by  A  and  B  Companies  under  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Adam  and  Weldon,  working  in  conjunction  with  Canadian 
Railway  troops  on  the  main  light  railway  line.  Steel  was  laid  as 
far  as  Glasgow  Trench  and  grading  of  roadbed  completed  half  way 
up  the  hill  beyond  Wancourt.  Lieutenant  McCulloch  with  one  sub¬ 
section  of  B  Company  built  a  bridge  over  the  Cojeul  to  tie  in  the  branch 
to  Heninel.  Two  subsections  of  C  Company  were  detailed  to  recon¬ 
noitre  water  supplies  and  send  samples  for  analysis.  Suspicion  was 
entertained  that  wells  had  been  poisoned,  as,  it  was  reported,  had 
been  the  case  on  former  occasions.  Five  wells  of  moderate  depth, 
all  but  one  containing  apparently  good  water,  were  examined  in  and 
near  Heninel.  One,  72  ft.  deep,  in  Neuville  Vitasse,  contained 
7  ft.  of  water,  fit  only  for  washing.  Others  with  troughs  and  pumps 
were  reported  alongside  the  Cojeul  river  near  Wancourt  and  Gue- 
mappe;  also  a  good  covered  well  suitable  for  a  general  watering 
point  alongside  the  Heninel-Cherisyroad  300  yds.  beyond  EgretTrench. 

2nd  Corporal  Bulloch  of  C  Company  was  wounded.  Captain 
Richards  returned  from  hospital  and  resumed  command  of  D  Com¬ 
pany.  A  Company  moved  its  forward  billets  to  a  field  midway 
between  Neuville  Vitasse  and  Wancourt  alongside  the  railway. 
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After  dark,  the  2nd  and  3rd  Brigades  of  the  1st  Canadian  Division 
which  with  the  4th  had  left  Amiens  on  the  25th,  took  over  the  front 
beyond  the  Sensee  from  the  2nd  Canadian  Division.  Further 
north,  the  4th  British  Division  with  Brutinel’s  brigade  of  cyclists 
and  motor  machine  gunners  on  the  extreme  left,  relieved  the  3rd 
Canadians. 

The  29th  was  cool,  dull  and,  except  for  intermittent  shelling  of 
front  and  back  areas,  comparatively  quiet.  Enemy  aircraft  were 
active.  The  front  line  was  slightly  advanced  north  of  Boiry.  Green¬ 
land  Hill  was  taken  by  the  51st  Division.  A  court  martial,  the  first 
in  which  the  Battalion  was  concerned,  sat  at  Warlus.  Grading,  track¬ 
laying,  ballasting  and  surfacing  the  light  railway  was  continued; 
special  attention  being  given  to  tamping  ties  so  as  to  enable  track  to 
carry  heavy  ammunition  trains.  End  of  steel  was  pushed  forward 
to  an  old  siding  opposite  A  Company’s  billets.  Eleven  men  from  B 
Company  worked  on  left  brigade  headquarters  in  rear  of  Chapel 
Hill.  Captain  Bishop  sent  100  men  of  C  with  12  from  D  to  repair 
the  60  c.m.  railway  over  Monchy  hill.  The  enemy  since  March  had 
connected  this  up  with  a  line  running  east  through  Boiry  Notre 
Dame.  Sappers  attached  to  4th  and  6th  Brigade  infantry  battalions 
reported  back  to  D  Company  on  withdrawal  of  the  2nd  Canadian 
Division  into  reserve.  At  night  the  XXII  Corps  took  over  the  line 
immediately  north  of  the  Scarpe  and  the  11th  British  Division  came 
in  between  it  and  the  4th. 

Before  dawn  on  the  30th,  the  1st  Canadian  Infantry  Brigade 
attacking  suddenly  from  both  flanks  captured  the  system  of  trenches 
known  as  Ulster,  Unicorn,  Union  and  Ox  which  formed  parts  of  the 
Fresnes-Rouvroy  and  Vis  en  Artois  Switches,  together  with  Upton 
Wood  and  Quarry.  Attempts  to  exploit  the  victory  and  counter 
attacks  developed  so  that  the  situation  remained  obscure  all 
day. 

Track  was  laid  to  the  west  outskirts  of  Wancourt.  B  Company 
built  an  ammunition  spur  at  the  Neuville-Arras-Tilloy  road  junction, 
and  C  Company,  two  others  on  the  Arras-Boiry  line;  one  1,000  yds. 
west  of  Monchy  le  Preux  and  the  other  at  the  crossing  of  the  Monchy- 
Vis  road.  The  sun  came  out  early  but  was  obscured  during  the 
afternoon.  All  roads  leading  to  the  front,  crowded  as  they  were  with 
tanks,  lorries  and  other  vehicles,  were  heavily  shelled.  The  kite 
balloon  over  Beaurains  was  shot  down.  Companies  billetted  at  a 
distance  from  Battalion  headquarters  were  instructed  hereafter 
to  leave  behind  an  administrative  branch  for  the  purpose  of  main¬ 
taining  liaison  therewith. 
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To-day  has  been  cloudy  with  a  light  breeze.  Battalion  transport 
moved  up  to  a  new  location  near  Headquarters.  Promotions  of 
Major  Mieville  to  the  rank  of  temporary  Lieut. -Colonel,  and  of  all 
company  and  section  commanders  to  the  ranks  respectively  of 
temporary  Major  and  temporary  Captain  were  announced;  such 
promotions  to  date  from  24th  May,  1918. 

Track  laying  on  the  main  line  light  railway  with  sidings  was 
practically  completed  to  the  Cojeul  River.  Work  was  started  on 
an  ammunition  platform  and  wagon  track  at  Wancourt.  An  officer 
and  eight  sappers  of  D  Company  with  100  infantry  began  clearing 
out  and  repairing  four  dugouts  at  N21a62,  N21al520,  N20b46  and 
N14d20  in  the  old  Hindenburg  line  east  of  Neuville  Vitasse.  They 
are  supposed  to  be  for  advanced  Corps  headquarters  in  the  next 
big  push.  Shelters  for  52  men  of  the  Canadian  Railway  Troops 
just  west  of  Wancourt  were  completed.  The  O.C.,  A  Company 
reconnoitred  a  supposed  railway  line  shown  on  maps  as  crossing  the 
road  from  Cherisy  to  Hendecourt,  1,000  yds.  northwest  of  the  latter 
village,  and  found  it  to  consist  of  an  abandoned  temporary  tramway 
laid  with  wooden  rails.  Ulster  avenue  from  Crux  Trench  was  ungar¬ 
risoned,  under  direct  observation,  partially  blocked  by  our  dead, 
and  very  shallow  so  that  it  could  only  be  negotiated  on  all  fours. 
A  hostile  plane  flew  back  and  forth  over  the  old  Fresnes-Rouvroy 
line  searching  for  signs  of  movement  and  spraying  trenches  with 
machine  gun  bullets. 

The  57th  Division  was  supposed  on  Friday  to  have  captured 
Hendecourt  which,  with  Chateau  Wood  and  the  odd  looking  mound 
known  as  Crows  Nest,  dominate  the  whole  country.  Doubt,  however, 
has  been  expressed  if  it  is  now  actually  in  our  possession. 

Early  this  morning  the  2nd  Brigade  cleaned  up  a  network  of 
old  trenches  and  strong  points  between  the  Brickworks  and  Cambrai 
road.  On  their  left  the  4th  British  Division  captured  Haucourt, 
Remy  and  Eterpingy.  Beyond  the  First  Army  the  Third  and 
Fourth  have  driven  the  enemy  out  of  Bapaume,  Morval,  Combles 
and  Hem.  Further  south  the  approximate  line  reached  by  the 
French  follows  the  rivers  Ailette,  Oise,  Upper  Somme  and  Tortelle. 
German  evacuation  of  Bailleul  and  its  reoccupation  by  the  29th 
Division  is  also  reported. 

7th  September,  1918 

The  4th  Canadian  Division  during  the  week  end  took  over  a 
line  astride  the  Cambrai  road  between  the  4th  British  and  1st  Cana¬ 
dian  Divisions.  At  dawn  on  September  1st  the  Corps  again  attacked 


THE  RHINE  AND  BACK 


387 


in  an  effort  to  improve  its  jumping  off  position  for  the  big  push. 
Heavy  and  confused  fighting  continued  all  day  along  the  ridge  between 
Hendecourt,  which  was  finally  cleared  by  the  57th  Division,  and 
the  Vis  en  Artois  Switch.  Ammunition  going  forward  by  limber, 
lorry  and  railway,  taxed  all  lines  of  communication  to  capacity. 
A,  B  and  C  Companies  carried  on  with  track  maintenance  and  work 
on  sidings.  D  Company  completed  repairs  to  six  dugouts.  Sub¬ 
sections  not  otherwise  engaged  paraded  to  Achicourt  for  baths.  Rain 
came  down  in  a  fine  drizzle,  but  cleared  at  noon.  One  of  our  observation 
balloons  was  shot  down.  The  2nd  Australian  Division  entered  Peronne. 
Other  troops  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Armies  captured  Bouchavesnes, 
Rancourt,  Sadly  Saillisel,  Ecoust  and  Bullecourt.  In  Flanders  the 
enemy  evacuated  Neuve  Eglise  and  Kemmel  Hill,  the  latter  being 
occupied  by  the  34th  British  Division  with  the  27th  American  Division 
keeping  pace  to  the  north. 

The  night  of  the  lst-2nd  was  chill,  dark,  wet  and  noisy.  On 
Hendecourt  ridge  sudden  bursts  of  machine  gun  fire  and  the 
ascent  of  s.o.s.  rockets  showed  where  our  outposts  were  still  engaged. 
Nearer  at  hand,  barking  of  field  guns  and  roar  of  heavies  drowned 
out  the  subdued  rumble  of  advancing  tanks.  Objectives  aimed  at 
in  the  attack  to  take  place  the  following  morning  were,  penetration 
of  the  Drocourt-Queant  line  and  seizure  of  Canal  du  Nord.  The 
battle  was  to  open  with  the  3rd,  2nd,  12th  and  10th  Brigades  in  line 
from  right  to  left  supported  by  the  1st  and  11th  in  rear,  and  the  63rd 
and  4th  British  Divisions  on  either  flank.  Zero  was  fixed  at  5  a.m. 
The  2nd  and  3rd  Canadian  Divisions  were  back  in  reserve.  The 
6th  Battalion  C.E.  was  not  allotted  any  direct  part  in  the  operation. 
Shortly  after  dawn,  however,  several  officers  and  other  ranks  on 
motorcycles  followed  up  the  advance  as  far  as  Lesperance  Farm, 
Cagnicourt,  Riencourt  and  the  outskirts  of  Villers  lez  Cagnicourt. 
Location,  character  and  condition  of  roads,  light  railways  and  dumps 
were  noted  and  reports  sent  back.  Prisoners  were  numerous. 

The  Drocourt-Queant  trench  system  did  not  appear  particularly 
elaborate  in  itself  and  the  enemy  seems  to  have  relied  on  outlying 
strong  points  in  Vis  en  Artois  Switch,  Upton  Quarry,  Crows  Nest 
and  Chateau  Wood  for  immunity.  He  had  also  some  powerfully 
fortified  positions  in  rear  at  Dury  Mill,  Villers  lez  Cagnicourt  Factory, 
Loison  Wood  and  Bois  de  Bouche.  These  temporarily  held  up  our 
advance  in  the  afternoon  and  exacted  heavy  toll  from  practically 
all  infantry  battalions  of  both  divisions.  Tanks  lent  great  assistance 
early,  but  were  eventually  all  put  out  of  commission.  Roads  and  light 
railways  were  found  to  be  in  an  exceptionally  good  state  of  repair 
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considering  the  violence  and  intensity  of  our  bombardment.  Fine 
sunny  weather  contributed  to  success  of  the  attack. 

A  and  B  Companies  repaired  NeuvilJe  Vitasse  siding  and  Wancourt 
unloading  platforms.  C  Company  lifted  and  laid  track  near 
Monchy  and  made  camouflage  screening.  D  Company  worked  on 
dugouts.  Sapper  Sheehan  was  accidentally  wounded,  a  bullet  entering 
his  forearm.  A  balloon  was  brought  down  close  to  Battalion  head¬ 
quarters.  A  Company  moved  to  new  advanced  billets.  A  plane 
flying  low  in  the  teeth  of  a  strong  wind  remained  stationary  near 
Lesperance  Farm  for  nearly  five  minutes. 

At  the  end  of  the  day  our  line  ran  through  Queant,  reached  by 
the  52nd  Division,  west  edge  of  Buissy,  la  Brioche  cross  roads,  Dury 
and  Prospect  Farm,  the  last  mentioned  on  the  4th  British  Division 
front. 

During  the  night  of  the  2nd-3rd,  the  enemy  retired  across 
the  Sensee  River  and  Canal  du  Nord  as  far  south  as  Moeuvres.  All 
villages  to  the  south  and  west  were  thereupon  occupied  with  little 
opposition  by  patrols  pushed  out  for  that  purpose.  Officers  of  A 
and  B  Companies  reconnoitred  track  conditions  near  St.  Servins 
Farm  and  in  Villers  lez  Cagnicourt.  Weather  was  cloudy  with 
showers.  Orders  were  received  for  the  Battalion  to  work  on  light 
railways  in  the  forward  area  under  No.  1  Tramway  Company,  com¬ 
mencing  at  2  p.m.  on  the  3rd.  D  Company  completed  work  on 
dugouts  in  N20  and  21.  Two  of  our  balloons  were  seen  to  fall. 
C  Company  buried  one  O.R.  of  the  K.O.S.B.  A  central  canteen 
to  supply  all  regimental  canteens  in  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  area 
was  started.  Lieutenant  Marshall  went  on  leave.  Authority  was 
granted  to  issue  bread  and  sugar  ration  tickets  with  all  leave  warrants. 

Rain  held  off  by  the  sky  remained  overcast  on  the  4th.  A  and 
B  Companies,  less  one  sub-section  each,  established  new  advanced 
billets  in  the  Drocourt-Queant  line  near  its  junction  with  Buissy 
Switch,  and  started  working  alternate  shifts  on  the  Hendecourt- 
Rumaucourt  railway  between  the  D-Q  line  and  La  Brioche  Factory. 
C  Company  took  over  a  section  of  trench  adjoining  and  to  the  south 
of  that  occupied  by  A,  with  instructions  to  repair  a  portion  of  the 
Hendecourt-Dury  GO  c.m.  line  between  the  Vis  en  Artois  Switch 
and  Cambrai  road.  In  order  to  supply  track  material  for  this  work, 
it  was  decided  to  scrap  a  line  running  south-west  up  the  valley  midway 
between  Cherisy  and  Wancourt.  D  Company  having  been  ordered 
to  make  this  line  passable  for  material  trains,  found  accommodation 
alongside  its  intersection  with  the  Cherisy-Guemappe  road.  Head¬ 
quarters  with  reserve  sub-sections  moved  forward  from  Nelson 
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Support,  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  old  1917  British  front  line  alongside 
D  Company;  horse  lines  being  established  near  Guemappe.  Material 
for  orderly  room  and  mess  was  obtained  by  dismantling  former  billets. 
Roads  were  very  muddy.  Both  front  and  rear  areas  received  atten¬ 
tion  from  hostile  artillery. 

The  5th  was  fine.  Orders  were  received  late  in  the  day  to  relieve 
the  3rd  Battalion  C.E.,  the  6th  coming  once  more  under  orders  of 
Colonel  Osier,  commanding  the  2nd  Engineer  Brigade.  Reclamation 
of  tramways  was  energetically  proceeded  with.  A  and  B  Companies 
got  the  line  through  Villers-lez-Cagnicourt  to  Cambrai  road  in  running 
order.  C  Company  carried  on  the  work  down  a  valley  to  the  east 
as  far  as  Saudemont  road  crossing.  It  also  repaired  1,000  yds.  of 
track  on  Hendecourt  ridge  line  astride  the  Vis-Cagnicourt  road. 
Work  was  all  on  the  forward  slope  which  is  swept  by  hostile  machine 
guns  and  had  of  course  to  be  done  in  the  open.  Lines  of  communi¬ 
cation  were  well  taped.  Hostile  artillery  fire  also  increased.  Sappers 
Ostressor,  Hudson  and  Jeffery  became  casualties,  the  last  two  from 
gunshot  wounds.  Sapper  Herb,  L.  of  B  Company  received  wounds 
from  which  he  died.  Two  more  of  our  balloons  were  brought  down. 

A  heavy  thunderstorm  drenched  the  area  overnight.  It  was 
followed  by  oppressive  heat  on  the  6th.  The  whole  forward  slope 
extending  for  three  miles  from  the  Hendecourt-Dury  ridge  down  to 
the  Canal,  besides  country  in  rear,  was  again  subjected  to  persistent 
harassing  fire  by  the  enemy’s  guns.  Another  British  balloon  fell 
in  flames.  The  Adjutant  returned  from  leave  and  Lieutenant 
Solloway  from  hospital.  B  Company  completed  repairs  to  the  light 
railway  between  Villers  and  the  D-Q  line,  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
southwest  of  Cagnicourt.  A  Company  worked  on  the  main  line 
along  Cambrai  road  in  the  dip  near  Brioche  Farm,  where  the  ground 
is  dead.  The  O.C.  made  a  daylight  reconnaissance  from  Baralle 
Chapel  and  at  dusk  examined  an  intervening  stretch  of  track,  finding 
it  practically  undamaged.  Search  was  made  through  Cagnicourt 
for  bath  house  facilities.  Between  5  p.m.  and  midnight,  Major 
Bishop  with  five  officers  and  ten  other  ranks  of  C  Company  carried 
out  a  preliminary  reconnaissance  of  the  divisional  front  with  a  view 
to  constructing  bridges  across  the  Canal  du  Nord.  Throughout  the 
day  the  position  is  held  by  isolated  posts,  since,  except  for  such  con¬ 
cealment  as  is  afforded  by  Baralle  Wood,  it  is  under  observation  from 
the  opposite  bank  and  from  houses  in  Marquion  and  Sains  lez  Mar- 
quion.  Permanent  bridges  at  these  two  villages,  besides  three  inter¬ 
mediate  temporary  structures  and  the  lock  south  of  the  Cambrai 
road,  have  been  destroyed.  Below  the  lock  there  is  water  in  the  canal 
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but  in  the  direction  of  Inchy  it  is  nearly  dry.  Level  ground  in  front 
of  Baralle  pond  is  occupied  by  a  German  material  yard  of  considerable 
extent  served  by  standard  and  light  lailway  tracks  which  our  people 
have  named  Hun  Park. 

During  the  night,  the  6th  Brigade  took  over  the  line  from  Pavi- 
land  Wood  to  Railway  Copse  with  the  29th,  31st  and  27th  Battalions. 
The  63rd  (Naval)  Division  of  the  XVII  Corps  is  in  Inchy  and  the 
3rd  Canadian  Division  north  of  the  27th  Battalion. 

To-day  has  been  windy  with  warm  showers.  B  Company, 
carrying  on  repairs  to  the  light  railway,  came  in  for  a  severe  artillery 
strafe.  Sappers  Lapholder  J.R.,  and  Merrell  H.,  were  wounded. 
Captain  Morrison  reconnoitred  an  old  line  from  Cagnicourt  around  the 
reverse  slope  of  Queant  Hill  to  the  German  dump  in  Baralle  Wood. 
A  Company  started  building  a  mess  for  advanced  Divisional  Head¬ 
quarters  in  the  sunken  Vis  en  Artois-Cagnicourt  road  just  back  of 
Hendecourt  ridge,  and  shifted  billets  to  Opal  trench  500  yds.  north  of 
Upton  Quarry.  At  5  p.m.  a  staff  officer  stopped  the  work  and 
ordered  it  recommenced  in  Sun  Quarry  to  which  point  the  party  was 
transferred.  C  Company  practised  construction  of  cork  bridges 
jointly  with  B,  besides  supplying  a  party  to  erect  new  huts  for  2nd 
Engineer  Brigade  alongside  the  Hendecourt-Dury  road,  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  north  of  Crows  Nest.  Other  work  in  hand  this  date  includes 
more  or  less  permanent  fatigues  in  Savy  Park,  Aubigny  Rest  Camp 
and  the  2nd  Divisional  canteen,  Dainville. 

During  the  afternoon,  Battalion  headquarters  was  moved  up 
to  a  point  in  Ulster  Trench  north  of  the  road  from  Cherisy  to  Hende¬ 
court,  and  midway  between  the  ruins  of  those  two  villages.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Emrey  proceeded  to  Brigade  headquarters  to  assist  the  Staff 
Captain.  One  of  our  balloons  loaded  with  melinite  was  dispatched 
aloft  as  a  trap  for  marauding  hostile  aircraft,  but  they  left  it  severely 
alone. 

From  any  point  on  the  ridge  views  eastward  present  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  contrast  to  those  in  the  direction  of  our  jumping  off  position 
of  a  fortnight  ago.  The  latter  disclose  a  succession  of  bare  downs 
scarred  by  old  trenches  and  broad  zigzags  of  rusty  wire  that  failed 
to  protect  the  Hindenburg  line  from  an  army  that  took  it  in  reverse. 
The  Arras-Cambrai  highway  extends  straight  as  a  taut  riband  over 
the  shoulder  of  Monchy  hill.  White  with  dust  a  couple  of  overland 
trails  or  secondary  roads,  wander  uncertainly  and  die  in  folds  beyond 
the  Sensee.  Nothing  else  except  sky  and  dead  earth  attracts  atten¬ 
tion.  On  the  ridge  itself  Hendecourt  and  Riencourt  are  absolutely 
blotto.  A  motorcycle  run  day  before  yesterday  to  the  south  ter- 
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minated  opposite  a  shapeless  mound  of  dark  lumpy  mud  from  the 
highest  point  of  which  protuded  one  leg  and  the  stark  white  rump  of 
a  dead  highlander.  This  is  all  that  some  of  the  war’s  bitterest 
fighting  has  left  of  Bulleeourt. 

Whether  or  not  the  enemy  has  discarded  his  practice  of  laying 
waste  the  country  through  which  he  retreats,  or  had  in  this  case 
simply  no  time  for  demolitions  on  a  grand  scale,  one  result  is  that 
Cagnicourt,  Dury,  Etaing,  Buissy  and  a  dozen  other  names 
scattered  over  the  map  represent  real  hamlets  with  more  or  less 
intact  houses  peeping  out  from  the  massed  foliage  of  standing  timber. 
Across  the  canal,  in  what  is  still,  pro  tern.,  Germany,  there  rises  from 
the  marshy  junction  of  the  Agache  and  Sensee  a  perfect  gem  of  a  little 
village,  Oisy-le-Verger.  Its  buildings  which  cling  to  the  sides  of  an 
isolated  cone  shaped  hill  culminate  in  a  slender  spire  of  exquisite 
proportions  silhouetted  against  the  sky.  Unfortunately,  its  continued 
existence  means  hostile  observation  and  more  names  in  our  casualty 
lists  so  it  is  doomed  to  disappear. 

Study  of  situation  reports  shows  the  Allied  line  this  date  running 
from  the  Yser  floods  south  by  the  following  places  all  inclusive; — 
Langemarck,  Zillebeke,  Voormezeele,  Wulverghem,  Ploegsteert, 
Neuve  Chapelle,  Givenchy,  Loos,  Cite  du  Moulin,  Willerval,  Gavrelle, 
Etaing,  Palleul,  Canal  du  Nord,  Fins,  Roisel,  Beauvois,  Ham,  Terg- 
nier,  Coucy,  Vauxaillon,  Missy  and  River  Vesle  to  the  old  trench 
system  beyond  Rheims. 

The  31st  Battalion  is  coming  out  of  the  line  which  will  be  held 
as  a  two  battalion  front.  Sergeant  Mitchell  R.E.,  died  yesterday  at 
No.  8  Stationary  Hospital,  Wimereux,  of  wounds  received  on  the 
27th  ultimo  and  has,  no  doubt,  been  buried  in  the  cemetery  there. 
Omne  solum  forti  patria, 

14th  September,  1918 

The  8th  was  cool  with  more  wind  and  rain.  Rear  sub-sections 
under  Captain  Adam  erected  huts  and  sunken  shelters  at  Battalion 
headquarters.  Remainder  of  A  Company  moved  back  to  a  hedge 
north  of  Moon  Quarry  and  continued  an  elaborate  programme  of 
office,  mess  and  sleeping  quarter  construction  for  the  2nd  Canadian 
Division  staff  in  Sun  Quarry  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Curtis. 
B  Company  shifted  advanced  billets  to  Possum  Lane  near  the  junction 
of  the  Drocourt-Queant  and  Hindenburg  support  lines,  one  mile  north 
of  Queant  cemetery,  and  continued  repairs  to  the  Cagnicourt-Queant 
railway  under  Captain  Morrison.  Sappers  at  Aubigny  Rest  Camp 
reported  back.  The  balloon  loaded  with  explosives  broke  from  its 
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moorings  and  drifted  away.  C  Company  constructed  a  draughting 
room,  mess  and  orderly  room  for  Brigade  1,000  yards  north-east  of 
Crow’s  Nest  besides  making  improvements  to  a  dugout  and  com¬ 
pleting  a  system  of  drainage. 

Rain  fell  at  night  and  came  down  again  in  buckets  after  lunch 
on  the  9th.  The  28th  Battalion  relieved  the  29th  on  the  right. 
C  Company  was  ordered  to  stand  by  prepared  to  bridge  the  Canal 
du  Nord  and  to  instruct  the  other  three  companies,  at  the  rate  of  one 
sub-section  per  day,  in  the  latest  approved  methods  of  constructing 
floating  causeways  for  the  passage  of  infantry  over  water.  D  Com¬ 
pany  sent  an  officer  and  15  O.R.  to  repair  the  German  bath  house  in 
front  of  Crows  Nest.  Hostile  artillery  and  bombing  planes  were 
active  all  night  on  the  slopes  behind  Hendecourt  ridge,  now  covered 
with  billets  and  transport  lines.  Two  huge  missiles  dropped  from  the 
air  just  missed  Battalion  headquarters. 

Clearing  up  showers  fell  on  the  10th.  A  change  was  made  in 
the  area  allotted  to  the  2nd  Canadian  Division.  Its  north  boundary 
now  passes  by  the  south  limits  of  Wancourt,  Cherisy,  Cagnicourt 
Mill  and  Gibraltar  Mill  whence  it  runs  north-east  and  east  to  the 
centre  of  Sauchy  Lestree.  The  south  boundary  extends  from  the 
cross  roads  north  of  Boiry  to  a  point  1,500  yards  north  of  Queant 
station,  and  thence  due  east.  Towards  evening  the  wind  increased 
to  half  a  gale.  Regrading  for  the  light  railway  which  turns  east 
from  Petit  Bois  along  the  old  Hindenburg  support  line  was  completed 
half  way  to  Bois  du  Carosse.  Both  these  localities  are  woods  in  name 
only,  all  trees  having  long  since  disappeared.  After  dark,  Major 
Bishop,  Lieutenant  Youngman  and  four  N.C.O’s.  made  a  further 
reconnaisance  of  the  canal,  returning  to  billets  at  3  a.m.  C  Company 
which  had  been  standing  by  was  released  for  other  duty.  The  11th 
was  wet  and  cold.  Trained  Lewis  gun  crews  each  consisting  of  an 
N.C.O.  and  four  sappers,  with  their  weapons  as  usual  mounted  for 
anti-aircraft  defence  at  Battalion  headquarters  and  at  all  company 
bllets,  kept  a  sharp  lookout  for  planes  marked  with  the  iron  cross. 
Liieutenant  Solloway  with  ten  other  ranks  from  A  Company  started 
making  a  survey  of  all  dugouts,  shelters  and  pill  boxes  in  the  divisional 
area  west  of  a  north  and  south  line  through  the  east  limits  of  Cherisy, 
with  an  estimate  of  their  capacity.  Carpenters  built  a  kitchen  for 
5th  Brigade.  Lieutenant  Booker  reported  back  from  hospital. 
C  Company  lifted  twelve  wagon  loads  of  material  from  an  old  tram¬ 
line  which  ran  between  the  Drocourt-Queant  front  and  support 
trenches  and  had  evidently  been  laid  to  facilitate  their  construction. 

The  31st  Battalion  relieved  the  27th  on  the  left. 
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There  was  a  raw  wet  wind  on  the  12th.  Nine  more  loads  of 
disused  track  were  lifted  and  new  headquarters  for  Corps  heavy  ar¬ 
tillery  constructed  midway  between  Bullecourt  and  Hendecourt 
near  the  site  of  a  factory.  Sappers  Chaddock  J.W.,  and  Linklater 
R.S.,  of  B  Company  were  wounded  while  on  railway  work  north  of 
Queant.  Byng’s  Third  Army  captured  Havrincourt  and  Trescault. 
Pershing’s  First  American  Army  in  a  brilliant  surprise  attack  pinched 
out  the  St.  Mihiel  Salient.  At  night  the  4th  Brigade  relieved  the  6th 
with  the  19th  and  18th  Battalions. 

Yesterday  was  cloudy  and  cool.  B  Company  sent  six  men  to 
the  M.O.  for  the  first  of  a  series  of  stretcher  bearer  classes.  Sapper 
Hogarth  fell  into  a  trench  and  was  injured.  A  detail  from  C  Company, 
whose  billets  were  heavily  shelled,  started  grading  for  an  R.E.  Park 
opposite  Crows  Nest.  To-day  has  been  cold  with  a  high  wind  and 
driving  rain.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pepler  and  Major  North  of  the 
3rd  Engineer  Battalion  visited  Headquarters  and  arranged  to  take 
over  certain  work.  Four  balloons  were  brought  down  on  this  front 
by  enemy  aircraft. 

21st  September,  1918 

The  week  started  with  clear  sky  and  bright  sunshine,  conditions 
conducive  to  physical  and  especially  to  moral  welfare  of  the  troops. 
B  Company  completed  grading  for  the  Cagnicourt-Baralle  Park 
Railway  to  a  junction  with  the  standard  gauge  line  at  500  yds.  north¬ 
east  of  Inchy  road  Halte.  Overnight  Sapper  Beams  W.S.,  was 
wounded  by  shell  fire  and  Sapper  La  Croix  accidentally  injured. 
This  afternoon,  Corporal  Smith  G.A.,  was  wounded  in  the  abdomen 
by  a  bullet.  A  Company  less  details  working  in  Sun  Quarry  and  on 
dugout  survey,  cleaned  equipment  and  tested  respirators.  C  laid 
out  a  rifle  range  abutting  on  the  railway  embankment  south  of 
Dainville  for  6th  Brigade.  Both  artilleries  were  active  throughout 
the  day.  Driver  Cannon  was  wounded.  After  dark  the  menacing 
drone  of  enemy  fly-by-nights  dispelled  whatever  glamour  a  purple 
sky  “  painted  with  unnumbered  sparks  ”  might  otherwise  have  had 
for  men  working  remote  from  shelter.  At  9,  roving  searchlights 
picked  up  a  silver  winged  marauder  whicn  forthwith  dropped  a  bomb 
in  the  direction  of  Fontaine  south  of  A  Company’s  billets  and  fled. 
Two  others  evaded  detection  until  over  the  ridge  where  one  became 
momentarily  entangled  in  the  groping  beams.  Both  thereupon 
dumped  their  loads.  One  lot  fell  near  the  horse  lines  just  east  of 
Battalion  headquarters  knocking  out  several  animals.  The  other 
blew  great  craters  alongside  the  Hendecourt-Cherisy  road,  missing 
makeshift  funk  holes  in  which  Headquarters  personnel  is  billetted 
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by  yards  and  half  suffocating  their  occupants.  At  10.30  the  last 
unwelcome  visitor  arrived,  blundering  like  some  giant  moth  into 
the  blinding  glare  of  converging  rays.  Immediately,  fire  from  an 
unseen  source  overhead  tapped  out  the  raider’s  death  sentence. 
One  bomb  fell  harmlessly  in  Hendecourt  Cemetery.  What  remained 
exploded  when  the  machine  crashed  in  flames. 

The  16th  was  warm  and  showery.  Relief  by  the  3rd  C.E.  Bat¬ 
talion  and  move  scheduled  for  the  17th  were  cancelled.  C  Company 
resumed  rehabilitation  of  the  old  tramway  behind  the  Drocourt- 
Queant  line,  sent  two  O.R.  to  the  Corps  camouflage  depot,  Duisans, 
and  inspected  rifles.  A  relieved  monotony  of  work  on  divisional 
headquarters  with  a  bath  parade.  B  with  part  of  D,  lifted  broken 
track  and  carried  out  regrading  astride  the  Cagnicourt-Inchy  road. 
Gothas  were  again  active  over  our  back  areas.  At  night  there  was 
a  violent  thunderstorm.  Rain  came  down  in  torrents  lashed  by  high 
wind,  which  later  increased  to  a  gale.  Bivouacs  at  Battalion  head¬ 
quarters  were  flooded,  and  their  corrugated  iron  roofs  lifted  and  blown 
away.  The  20th  and  21st  Battalions  took  over  the  right  and  left 
sectors. 

The  17th  was  fine  and  warm.  The  C.O.  inspected  roads  through 
Riencourt,  Queant  and  Buissy,  besides  the  standard  gauge  railway 
in  front  of  the  latter  place.  This  line  formerly  branched  off  from  the 
main  Arras-Amiens  railway  at  Boisleux  and  meandered  by  way  of 
St.  Leger,  Ecoust,  Queant,  Sauchy  Eestree,  Bourlon  and  Fontaine 
Notre  Dame  to  Cambrai,  crossing  the  Canal  du  Nord  1,000  yds. 
north  of  Marquion.  Needless  to  say  it  has  not  functioned  since  our 
push  started.  Parties  from  A  and  D  Companies  commenced  ex¬ 
cavating  for  sunken  horse  lines  in  the  side  hill,  at  the  head  of  Fon¬ 
taine  ravine.  A  also  started  new  brigade  headquarters  alongside 
Ulster  trench  on  the  opposite  side  of  road  from  the  Battalion.  B 
Company  graded  roadbed  for  Stuart  siding  just  north  of  le  Petit 
Bois  and  began  surfacing.  C  Company  continued  work  on  Dainville 
rifle  range  under  Lieutenant  Abrahart  in  rear,  and  on  light  railways 
under  Captain  Ashford.  At  night,  Major  Bishop  sent  forward 
patrols  to  examine  cork  bridge  dumps  near  Baralle  Halte  and 
Marquion  Lock.  Sappers  Tubbs  and  Paul,  C.T.,  were  wounded. 
Hostile  planes  again  came  over  and  bombed  rear  areas.  One  ran  foul 
of  our  defensive  patrols  and  failed  to  return  home.  Strong  enemy 
forces  attacked  the  52nd  Division  on  our  right  and  entered  Moeuvres. 

There  was  a  chill  in  the  wind  on  the  18th.  A  Company  N.C.O’s. 
reconnoitred  the  famous  tunnel  which  runs  under  the  Hindenburg 
support  trench  for  practically  its  entire  length  between  the  Cojeul 
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and  Sensee  Rivers,  with  stairways  to  the  surface  every  hundred  feet 
or  so.  The  front  line,  connected  to  the  support  at  intervals  by  the 
usual  communication  trenches,  contains  no  dugouts.  Between  the 
two,  three  wide  belts  of  long  spiked  wire  remain  intact.  Similar 
belts  extend  irregularly  out  into  what  was  intended  to  be  No  Man’s 
Land.  In  these  latter,  skillfully  located  so  as  to  cover  the  entire 
front  with  converging  fire,  are  a  number  of  incredibly  strong  reinforced 
concrete  machine  gun  forts  of  uniform  design.  All  are  practically 
flush  with  the  ground,  sodded  over  and  flanked  at  their  two  outer 
corners  with  armour  plate  cupolas.  Underground  saps,  not  in  all 
cases  complete,  connect  these  outworks  to  the  trench  behind.  The 
entire  system,  reputed  to  have  been  constructed  by  Russian  prisoners 
during  the  1916  Somme  show  was  not  unreasonably  considered  im¬ 
pregnable  to  frontal  attack.  It  was  in  fact  never  put  to  the  test. 
Following  retreat  of  the  Germans  in  March,  1917,  Allenby’s  men 
halted  at  a  respectful  distance  and  in  two  subsequent  British  offen¬ 
sives  the  position  was  outflanked.  Detail  sketches  showing  con¬ 
struction  of  these  works  were  sent  to  Brigade.  D  Company  which 
has  had  little  opportunity  for  brushing  up  its  drill  started  a  course 
in  infantry  training.  Lieutenant  Eaton  proceeded  on  special  leave 
to  Canada.  Lieutenant  Marshall  returned  from  English  leave. 
At  night  B  and  C  Companies  carried  on  with  the  new  light  railway 
cutoff  (Mieville  line)  which  turns  away  from  the  Cagnicourt-Queant 
line  1,000  yds.  north  of  the  last  mentioned  village  and  runs  slightly 
north  of  east  to  the  standard  gauge  station  yard  midway  between 
Inchy  and  Cagnicourt.  Surfacing  for  the  running  track  was  com¬ 
pleted,  track-laying  started  and  grading  for  Stuart,  Morrison  and 
Weldon  sidings  proceeded  with.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  scattered 
shelling  from  sundown  to  2  a.m.  The  enemy  made  an  unsuccessful 
attack  on  Gouzeaucourt  on  the  Third  Army  front. 

The  19th  was  fine  with  a  south  wind.  C  Company  detailed  an 
officer  to  assist  the  39th  Divisional  Artillery.  Salvage  fatigues  from 
C  and  D  Companies  collected  shovels  and  picks,  German  as  well  as 
British.  B  Company’s  graveyard  shift  on  the  railway  ran  out  of 
steel.  The  52nd  Division  cleared  up  the  situation  at  Moeuvres  and 
handed  Inchy  over  to  the  Canadian  Corps  which  in  turn  transferred 
the  area  from  the  railway  crossing  north  of  Cambrai  road  to  the 
56th  Division.  Our  3rd  Division  went  back  to  rest. 

Lowering  clouds  dissolved  into  rain  on  the  20th.  The  Brigadier, 
visited  Battalion  headquarters.  A  party  from  C  Company  removed 
45  carloads  of  ties,  estimated  at  10,000,  from  the  roadbed  at  the 
standard  gauge  line-Cagnicourt  road  crossing  in  Queant.  Clouds 
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lifted  late  in  the  day  and  all  our  kite  balloons  went  up,  ebonized 
against  the  western  sky’s  refulgent  splendour.  Enemy  aircraft 
brought  one  down  in  a  spiral  of  smoke  and  flame.  Remote  bombing 
was  audible  at  night. 

The  2nd  Canadian  Division  is  now  in  occupation  of  the  whole 
Corps  front  from  Cemetery  support,  150  yds.  north  of  Moeuvres, 
to  the  railway  bridge  halfway  between  Marquion  and  Sauchy  Cauchy. 
The  25th  and  26th  Battalions  hold  the  right  and  the  19th  and  18th 
the  left  brigade  sector.  In  addition  to  the  work  in  Sun  Quarry, 
which  is  packed  full  of  timber,  corrugated  iron  and  tar  paper  huts, 
A  Company  to-day  detailed  parties  to  provide  bombproof  protection 
at  Divisional  headquarters  horse  lines  and  the  pontoon  park.  C 
Company  has  been  collecting  ties  and  rails  and  B  laying  track. 
Drizzling  rain  which  started  early  had  developed  into  a  steady  down¬ 
pour.  The  enemy  to-night  is  shelling  our  back  areas. 

During  the  week  there  has  been  a  further  closing  in  to  the  south 
where  French  and  British  have  advanced  beyond  the  line  Vailly- 
Coucy-Tergnier-Happencourt-Holnon-Maissemy-Jeancourt-Templeux 
-Trescault-Havrincourt.  A  good  view  of  our  own  new  front,  including 
country  beyond  the  Canal  du  Nord  as  far  as  Bourlon  Wood,  can  be 
had  from  the  most  easterly  houses  in  Pronville,  which  stand  on  the 
south  shoulder  of  Queant  ridge. 

28th  September,  1918 

The  22nd  was  dull  and  cheerless  with  rain  in  the  afternoon  and 
at  night.  Lieutenant  Solloway  went  on  leave.  A  reinforcement 
draft  of  19  O.R.  reported  from  the  C.C.R.D.  LieutenantYoungman’s 
party  started  grading  for  a  spur  from  Queant  siding  to  connect,  by 
way  of  Pronville,  with  a  light  railway  which  runs  down  Agache 
valley  alongside  the  road  to  Inchy.  Two  D  Company  officers  were 
detailed  to  examine  dugouts  in  Vis  en  Artois.  The  enemy’s  artillery 
was  again  exceedingly  active  at  night  over  front  and  rear  areas.  His 
machine  gunners  also  repeatedly  swept  the  ridge  behind  Queant 
where  B  Company  were  laying  track.  Lance-Corporal  Alexander, 
A.W.,  and  Sapper  Higgins,  G.L.,  were  wounded  by  shell  fire,  and 
Sapper  Harboard,  S.G.,  by  a  bullet. 

As  the  Company’s  stretchers  were  all  away  it  was  necessary  to 
carry  the  popular  N.C.O.  in  a  great  coat  3  miles  back  to  the  dressing 
station,  whence  he  was  dispatched  to  No.  19  C.C.S.  He  bore  up 
with  great  fortitude,  but  to  the  grief  of  all  his  comrades,  especially 
those  who  came  with  him  from  the  Pioneers,  he  passed  yesterday 
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to  the  reward  of  a  good  and  true  soldier.  At  3.30  a.m.,  when  the 
party  knocked  off,  steel  had  been  laid  to  V29a04. 

Patrols  from  the  5th  Brigade  established  advanced  outposts 
in  the  direction  of  Moeuvres  on  the  23rd.  The  sun  came  out  and 
continued  to  shine  throughout  the  24th,  although  the  air  was  chilly 
at  night.  The  19th  and  18th  Battalions  were  relieved  by  the  20th 
and  21st.  An  officer  and  two  O.R.,  from  A  Company  went  to  Savy 
for  material.  The  R.E.  Park  there  is  20  miles  behind  our  present 
front  line.  The  big  dugout  with  three  entrances  built  by  the  Com¬ 
pany  at  M35cl4  on  Mercatel  Ridge  in  June  is  now  surrounded  by  a 
colony  of  Armstrong  huts  and  is  in  use  as  a  Corps  headquarters. 
B  at  night  completed  laying  steel  to  a  junction  near  Inchy  Halte 
with  the  normal  gauge  track,  one  rail  of  which  had  been  thrown  in 
so  as  to  make  it  conform  to  that  of  the  60  centimetre  line.  The 
enemy  drenched  the  locality  with  blue  and  yellow  cross  gas,  to  fumes 
from  which  several  of  the  party  became  victims. 

Over  the  week-end,  Battalion  had  been  invited  to  name  a  can¬ 
didate  for  a  course  in  “  P  and  B”.  A  keen  but  no  longer  youthful 
officer,  whose  varied  experience  in  other  campaigns  had  neither  in¬ 
cluded  practice  in  the  more  technical  branches  of  military  engineering 
nor  lessened  his  willingness  to  learn  all  about  pontoons  and  bridges, 
applied,  was  accepted  and  dispatched  to  a  school  at  the  base.  The 
course  turned  out  to  be  one  for  officers  likely  to  become  instructors  in 
physical  training  and  bayonet  fighting.  With  fifteen  fewer  years 
to  his  credit,  the  gallant  subaltern  might  have  been  qualified,  but 
valour  cannot  atone  for  age  and  he  went  to  hospital  on  a  stretcher, 
after  sticking  it  for  three  days,  victim  of  someone’s  attempt  to  still 
further  shorten  the  accepted  abbreviation  “  PT  and  BE.”  On  the 
25th,  B  Company’s  track  gang,  held  up  at  the  sunken  road  crossing 
north-east  of  Queant  by  a  wretched  lorry  that  got  stuck,  was  heavily 
shelled  with  shrapnel  and  mustard  gas.  Sapper  Nunn  D.,  was  hit 
in  the  neck,  while  Corporal  Gibson  J.,  Lance-Corporal  Lunt  J., 
Sapper  Harris  J.E.,  and  Sapper  Barbe  W.,  were  all  badly  burned 
about  the  legs  and  body.  Captain  Morrison  eventually  came  along 
and  quickly  got  the  offending  vehicle  shifted  out  of  his  way.  C  Com¬ 
pany  dismantled  an  old  light  railway  bridge  over  the  Agache,  south 
of  Pronville,  and  re-erected  it  under  the  new  line.  D  Company 
completed  repairs  to  Hendecourt  baths.  The  day  was  cloudy  with  a 
warm  wind.  Major  Harrison  went  on  leave.  At  night  the  4th  and 
1st  Canadian  Divisions,  together  with  the  11th  British  Division, 
which  was  lent  to  the  Corps  Commander,  started  relieving  the  2nd. 
The  XXII  Corps  took  over  remainder  of  its  area  north  of  the  Cam- 
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brai  road.  B  Company  constructed  Pearman  siding  in  the  old 
Inchy-Cagnicourt  station  yard. 

Rain  on  the  26th,  after  a  menacing  sunrise,  held  off  until  evening. 
Lieutenant  Weldon  went  on  leave.  Lieutenant  Carter  at  First  Army 
School  was  accidentally  injured.  C  Company  lent  the  174th  Brigade 
R.F.A.  an  officer  and  one  O.R.  to  superintend  gas-proofing  operations. 
Major  Winslow  from  Corps  Tramways  called  at  Battalion  Head¬ 
quarters  and  outlined  to  company  commanders  work  to  be  carried 
out  in  connection  with  the  forthcoming  offensive.  This  was  amplified 
by  instructions  received  from  Brigade  and  embodied  in  a  warning 
order  issued  at  3.10  p.m.  Operation  Order  No.  18  was  issued  at 
11.55  p.m.  Disregarding  unimportant  repetitions  it  read  as  follows: — 
“In  connection  with  the  Bourlon  Wood  operations  and  Battalion 
warning  order  No.  17: — 

1.  2nd  Tramways  Company  C.E.  is  in  charge  of  the  60  cm.  track 
in  the  Canadian  Corps  area. 

2.  The  6th  Battalion  will  be  employed  upon  the  repair  of  old  and 
the  construction  of  new  tracks  including  the  necessary  bridges 
for  same  over  the  Canal  du  Nord. 

3.  For  all  railway  bridges  assume  concentrated  load  at  centre 
of  12  tons. 

4.  There  are  three  distinct  60  c.m.  tracks  to  be  repaired  and  con¬ 
structed  by  this  Battalion. 

(a)  W26bl9  to  W20a79  (B  Company). 

(b)  W26bl9  to  W22  central  (A  and  D  Companies). 

(c)  E8a99  easterly  through  E5  central  (C  Company). 

5.  O.C.,  B  Company  will  have  complete  charge  of  the  construction 
of  (a).  A  small  party  of  B  Company  will  be  used  to  complete 
the  ‘Mieville’  Line  if  necessary. 

6.  O.C.,  A  Company  will  have  complete  charge  of  the  construction 
of  (b).  The  whole  of  A  Company  will  be  employed  thereon;  D 
Company  will  also  be  at  the  disposal  of  O.C.  A  Company  for 
the  above  work,  as  well  as  D.l  and  D.2  sub-sections  of  2nd 
Tramways  Company. 

7.  C  Company  will  work  on  the  line  from  canal  crossing  E8a99 
easterly  through  E5  central.  This  Company  will  work  under 
the  orders  of  2nd  Tramways  Company  C.E. 

8.  Os.C.  Companies  will  deal  direct  with  the  O.C.  2nd  Tramways 
Company  as  to  supply  of  material,  tools,  distribution  of  men,  etc. 
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9.  The  arrangement  contained  above  is  to  be  considered  flexible 
and  by  mutual  arrangement  between  Os.C.  Companies  and  O.C. 
2nd  Tramways  Company  C.E.,  such  redistribution  of  men  may 
be  made  as  the  situation  demands. 

10.  Work  reports  will  be  rendered  daily  covering  the  24  hour  period 
3  p.m.  to  3  p.m.,  and  will  reach  Battalion  Headquarters  by 
5  p.m.  on  the  day  in  question.  (Battalion  reports  are  to  reach 
Brigade  Headquarters  at  7  p.m.). 

11.  All  ranks  are  reminded  of  the  great  value  of  early  information 
as  to  dumps  of  engineering  material,  water  supply  and  of  roads, 
bridges,  tramways,  etc.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  get 
special  reports  in  to  Battalion  Headquarters  as  soon  as  possible. 

12.  Companies  will  move  their  Headquarters  as  convenience  to  the 
work  requires,  and  will  report  new  location  to  Battalion  Head¬ 
quarters  immediately. 

13.  Battalion  Headquarters  will  stay  at  present  location  U4c64 
until  further  notice. 

14.  Zero  day  is  27th  September. 

15.  Zero  hour  is - . 

16.  Acknowledge. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Mieville,  Major  C.E. 
26-9-18.  Cmdg.  6th  Bn.  C.E. 

Issued  at  11.55  p.m. 

Distribution: — All  Companies,  2nd  Brigade  C.E.,  2nd  Tramway 
Company  C.E. 

File,  War  Diary. 

Companies  will  advise  2nd  Tramways  Company  C.E.  as  to 
location  of  their  Headquarters,  if  they  move. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  M.” 

Companies  were  later  notified  that  zero  hour  would  be  at  5.20  a.m. 
An  intense  bombardment  started  at  11.30  p.m.  on  the  Corps’ 
left.  B  and  C  Companies  were  already  in  position  to  carry  out  tasks 
assigned  to  them.  A  Company,  ten  miles  back,  detailed  a  party 
under  Lieutenant  Goodchild  to  follow  up  our  advance  and  to  report 
without  delay  condition  of  track  beyond  the  Canal  as  far  as  the 
Moeuvres-Marquion  road  crossing.  Arrangements  were  also  made 
to  at  once  break  off  tasks  on  which  remainder  of  the  Company  was 
engaged  and  to  move  it  forward.  Rain  and  traffic  throughout  the 
night  played  havoc  with  roads  in  the  forward  area. 
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An  officer  and  18  O.R.  of  B  Company  put  finishing  touches  to 
Pearman  siding  at  3  a.m.  by  the  faint  light  of  a  late  rising  moon.  Two 
hours  and  twenty  minutes  later,  several  hundied  pieces  of  ordnance 
lifted  their  piebald  muzzles  from  unsuspected  places  of  concealment 
and  belched  forth  a  raucous,  peremptory  and  importunate  demand  for 
right  of  passage  across  the  Canal.  To  enforce  compliance,  battalions 
of  the  10th,  1st  and  3rd  Brigades  supported  on  their  right  flank  by 
63rd  Naval  Division  troops  climbed  down  into  the  dry  bed  between 
Inchy  and  Moeuvres  and  out  on  to  the  far  side.  Tanks  assisted  by 
clearing  up  machine  gun  nests  along  the  near  edge.  Units  on  the 
extreme  left,  subsequently  wheeled  left  handed  and  advanced  along  the 
east  bank. 

Following  the  preliminary  attack  supporting  battalions  swarmed 
out  of  their  assembly  positions  and  moved  forward  to  make  good  the 
Marquion  line  and  northern  outskirts  of  Sains  lez  Marquoin  which 
formed  our  first  objective.  The  11th  and  12th  Brigades,  slated  to 
capture  Bourlon  wood  and  village,  together  with  high  ground  between 
the  railway  and  Pilgrims  Rest,  followed.  Machine  guns  in  the  Hin- 
denburg  support  and  Marquion  Wood  which  had  weathered  our  bar¬ 
rage  and  had  not  yet  been  dealt  with,  exacted  heavy  toll  from  these 
and  other  units,  including  parties  from  the  Battalion.  Captain 
Morrison  going  forward  in  the  direction  of  Sains  with  Lieutenant 
Marshall,  and  stopping  to  speak  to  a  stretcher  bearer  who  reported 
many  85th  Battalion  officer  casualties,  received  a  bullet  through  the 
right  arm.  Lance-Corporal  Latter  H.B.,  got  another  below  the 
knee.  Further  to  the  right,  C  Company  had  five  men  wounded; 
Sappers  Swanson,  Wheatley,  Williams,  Dakin  and  Murphy  being 
hit  respectively  in  the  side,  back,  knee,  jaw  and  thigh.  By  7  a.m., 
our  fire  had  slackened  and  many  batteries  were  moving  up  to  support 
later  stages  of  the  attack. 

Unrestricted  examination  of  the  Canal  disclosed  comparatively 
little  water  in  the  stretch  opposite  Sains.  Its  passage  with  the 
aid  of  planks  was,  in  fact,  being  readily  negotiated  at  this  time  by 
2nd  Canadian  Brigade  and  11th  Division  battalions  as  far  north  as 
the  lock.  A  steel  pony  truss  bridge  120  feet  long  by  30  wide  at 
the  Mill,  which  had  carried  a  light  railway  as  well  as  the  highway, 
was  found  to  have  been  destroyed  by  the  explosion  of  charges  at¬ 
tached  to  its  top  chords. 

During  the  day  the  5th  Army  Troops  Company  assisted  by  the 
4th  Engineer  Battalion  started  putting  together  an  “Inglis”  bridge 
of  the  recently  standardized,  semi-ready /tubular,  Warren  truss  type, 
to  take  its  place.  Other  Engineer  units  at  the  Cambrai  road  crossing 
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were  busy  erecting  a  similar  structure.  Theoretically  of  unsound 
design  since  its  parts  are  not  stressed  in  proportion  to  their  strength 
this  truss  possesses  the  outstanding  merit  of  simplicity.  It  consists, 
in  brief,  of  an  indefinite  though  limited  number  of  uniform  and  inter¬ 
changeable  triangular  panels  and  is  therefore  capable  of  being  assem¬ 
bled  or  dismantled  with  a  minimum  expenditure  of  time,  skill  and 
labour.  By  adding  enough  of  these  panels  to  carry  a  counterweight, 
over  and  above  what  are  ultimately  required,  the  truss  may  be 
erected  on  level  ground,  projected  forward  on  rollers  across  the 
opening  to  be  spanned,  and  the  redundant  members  subsequently 
removed. 

A  Company  on  completion  of  its  move  occupied  Hindenburg 
Support  line  dugouts  1,600  yards  west  of  Inchy  cnurch.  After  a 
survey  it  was  decided  to  divert  the  railway  crossing  to  a  point  85  yds. 
north  of  the  destroyed  bridge.  Lieutenant  Goodchild  on  returning 
from  his  trip  of  inspection  reported  numerous  breaks  in  track  along 
the  east  bank  as  far  as  Keith  Wood.  Conditions  between  the  Canal 
and  Hun  Park  were  discovered  to  be  much  the  same  if  not  worse. 
The  enemy,  who  had  all  crossings  registered  kept  them  under  inter¬ 
mittent  fire  from  his  long  range  guns.  One  shell  exploded  directly 
in  the  midst  of  a  group  of  men  about  15  yds.  from  where  Sergeant 
Hazelden  was  standing  without,  in  some  extraordinary  way,  wounding 
anyone.  N.C.O’s.  and  men  were  told  off  at  once  to  pick  out  what  was 
required  from  material  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  Captain  Adam 
was  detailed  to  take  temporary  command  of  B  Company  in  the 
forward  area  vice  Captain  Morrison,  temporary  loss  of  whose  services, 
valuable  at  this  time  through  long  experience  as  division  engineer 
on  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway,  is  deplored.  Considerable 
progress  was  made  on  repairs  to  roadbed.  D  Company  moved 
forward  into  new  quarters  200  yds.  behind  those  of  A.  C,  working 
on  the  line  east  of  Inchy  as  far  as  the  second  sunken  road  800  yds. 
beyond  the  Canal,  found  it  in  such  bad  shape  that  it  was  necessary 
to  remove  practically  all  rails,  salving  any  that  were  fit  for  relaying. 
Before  noon  our  front  had  been  pushed  beyond  Bourlon  Wood  and 
prisoners  were  still  coming  back.  Weather  which  had  remained 
clear  until  then  turned  squally  with  more  rain  towards  dusk. 

Last  night  was  intensely  dark  and  wet.  The  3rd  Canadian  Divi¬ 
sion  went  into  the  line  on  the  right  of  the  4th.  Our  front  then  was 
definitely  ascertained  to  extend  from  the  western  outskirts  of  Fontaine- 
Notre  Dame  around  Maison  Neuve,  Haynecourt,  Epinoy  and  Oisy- 
le-Verger,  all  inclusive.  On  the  Third  Army  front  it  ran  east  of 
Beaucamp,  Flesquieres  and  Anneux. 
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Air  this  morning  was  cold  and  damp.  Guns  in  the  direction 
of  Bourlon  Wood  started  intense  fire  at  6  a.m.  for  a  further  advance 
by  the  3rd  and  4th  Canadian  Divisions.  Three  hours  later  the  1st 
on  their  left,  joined  in  the  attack.  Lieutenant  Weldon  went  on  leave. 
Lieutenant  Airey  who  has  been  assisting  the  Adjutant  since  joining 
the  Battalion,  reported  back  to  A  Company  and  took  an  active  part 
in  bridging  the  Canal.  Time  being  of  more  importance  than  economy 
in  material,  it  was  decided  to  erect  a  structure  consisting  of  steel 
stringers  supported  on  two  crib  piers  and  low  timber  abutments, 
instead  of  a  framed  trestle.  Captain  Adam  laid  out  approach  curves; 
A  Company  worked  on  the  bridge;  B  and  D  Companies  on  track, 
At  7  this  evening,  steel  was  still  short  of  the  west  abutment  and  the 
crossing  was  not  quite  finished.  C  Company  laid  new  track  on  the 
roadbed  that  had  been  prepared  yesterday  and  moved  advanced 
billets  to  the  junction  of  Hindenburg  Support  and  Warcburg  trench, 
due  south  of  Inchy.  D  Company  also  moved  forward,  finding  new 
quarters  near  Sainsdez-Marquion.  The  situation  along  the  Corps 
front  is  obscure  but  the  Marcoing  line  between  the  roads  from  Ba- 
paume  and  Douai  to  Cambrai  is  understood  to  be  in  our  possession. 
The  weather  has  cleared.  Lieut. -Colonel  Stewart,  C.O.  of  the 
P.P.C.L.I.,  an  old  schoolmate  of  one  of  our  officers,  has  been  killed 
near  Raillencourt. 

5th  October,  1918 

In  the  early  hours  of  29th  September,  under  a  cold  starlit 
sky,  enemy  aircraft  dropped  bombs  on  the  Crows  Nest.  Guides 
sent  to  Croisilles  conducted  back  a  party  of  96  reinforcements. 
At  10.30  a.m.  they  were  inspected  by  the  Colonel.  The  nominal 
roll  included  eight  Smiths.  Sapper  Peterson,  A.,  was  killed  by  a 
stick  bomb  and  buried  near  Sun  Quarry.  40  mules  were  taken  on 
strength.  Sapper  Latham,  E.,  was  scalded.  C  Company  continued 
repairs  to  the  Inchy-Bourlon  railway.  Sapper  LeCoy,  P.  was  woun¬ 
ded.  B  worked  on  grading  in  Oueant  yard.  A  Company  completed 
its  bridge  and  with  D  laid  steel  across  to  a  junction  east  of  the  Canal 
with  existing  track  which  was  repaired,  provided  with  passing  siding 
and  made  ready  for  operation  to  Keith  Wood.  Further  on  the  line, 
which  follows  the  Arras-Cambrai  road  for  2,000  yds.  beyond  the 
standard  gauge  track  crossing  before  swinging  away  to  the  left, 
was  reconnoitred  to  within  half  a  mile  of  its  junction  at  Cantimpre 
with  that  through  Bourlon.  The  whole  country  ahead  was  being 
swept  by  shrapnel.  Our  guns  were  in  action  among  the  trees  south 
of  Haynecourt,  supporting  an  advance  then  in  progress  between  Canal 
fie  l’E?caut  and  Epinoy  Sugar  Factory.  This  ended  along  the  line 
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Marcoing  support,  Bapaume  road,  Ste.  Olle,  Sancourt  Halte  and 
Sancourt-Epinoy  road. 

The  Third  Army  reached  Masnieres  and  the  Fourth  broke  the 
Hindenburg  line  between  Bellenglise  and  Bellicourt. 

1  hese  and  other  operations,  it  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent, 
were  parts  of  a  general  Allied  offensive  which  started  on  26th  Sep¬ 
tember,  with  advances  by  American  and  French  troops  to  points 
beyond  Montfaucon  and  Butte  de  Tahure,  respectively  east  and  west 
of  Argonne  Forest  and  which  the  next  day  reached  to  within  short 
distances  of  Brieulles  and  Monthois.  A  simultaneous  further  retire¬ 
ment  by  the  Germans  behind  the  line  Anizy-Bourg-Muizon  between 
the  Vesle  and  Ailette  Rivers  was  followed  on  the  28th  by  a  thrust 
which  in  two  days  restored  all  ground  lost  this  year  from  Ploegsteert 
to  the  Yser  and  put  the  Second  British  and  Belgian  Armies  in  occu¬ 
pation  of  Warneton,  Zandvoorde,Gheluvelt,  Moorslede,Passchendaele, 
Houthulst  Forest  and  Dixmude. 

Rain  which  began  to  fall  during  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  con¬ 
tinued  at  intervals  throughout  the  night  and  following  day,  accom¬ 
panied  towards  evening  on  the  30th  by  strong  west  wind.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Goodchild  went  on  leave.  Battalion  headquarters  was  moved 
forward  to  Hobart  Trench  in  front  of  Inchy,  300  yds.  south  of  lock  4, 
where  B  Company  had  been  detailed  to  erect  huts.  C  Company 
carried  on  reconnaissance  and  reconstruction  of  track  in  the  direction 
of  Bourlon.  Progress  was  restricted  by  lack  of  steel  which  had  to 
be  lifted.  D  Company  sappers,  near  whose  billets  in  Sains 
bombs  had  been  dropped  overnight,  worked  in  Hun  Park  and  for¬ 
warded  material.  A,  between  7.30  a.m.  and  8  p.m.,  carried  track 
repairs  across  the  Arras-Cambrai  road  and  relaid  two  sidings  in  the 
yard  at  Malakoff  Halte. 

Following  a  staff  car  around  Marquion  corner  at  a  high  rate 
of  speed,  the  O.C.  narrowly  escaped  extinction  when  an  approaching 
shell  burst  a  few  yards  behind  his  motorcycle. 

Heavy  fighting,  which  began  at  6  a.m.  and  which  was  supported 
by  half  a  dozen  behemoths  of  the  9th  Tank  Battalion,  was  in  progress 
throughout  the  morning.  Little  reliable  news  could  be  obtained  as 
to  results,  but  the  guns  near  Haynecourt  had  moved — presumably 
forward.  Later  on,  7th  and  8th  Brigade  battalions  had,  it  transpired, 
reached  the  Bapaume-Cambrai-Arras  road  junction  and  outskirts 
of  Tilloy  but  gains  by  the  11th  Brigade  in  open  country  further  north 
had  to  be  relinquished.  During  the  month,  the  Corps  captured 
between  five  and  six  thousand  prisoners  besides  great  quantities  of 
war  material  including  some  200  guns. 
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October  1st  was  fine  and  cool  all  day.  Captain  Tyler  went  on 
leave,  Lieutenant  Pearman  taking  over  duties  of  Transport  Officer. 
B  Company  continued  work  in  Queant  yard  and  on  Battalion  head¬ 
quarters.  C  with  the  2nd  Tramway  Company  got  track  in  running 
order  to  Bourlon  Station,  laid  siding,  salved  material  and  removed 
broken  rail  as  far  as  the  Arras-Cambrai  road  crossing  west  of  Raillen- 
court.  Rear  sub-sections  moved  to  the  junction  of  Hobart  St.,  and 
Hindenburg  Support.  A  and  D  Companies  completed  repairs  along 
the  north  line  to  Burrs  Mill  Junction,  a  mile  short  of  the  Cambrai- 
Douai  road.  Further  ahead,  beyond  the  normal  gauge  railway, 
rattle  of  machine  guns  and  smoke  of  bursting  shells  showed  that  a 
renewal  of  yesterday’s  struggle  for  Culvillers  ridge  and  l’Escaut 
Canal  crossing,  which  began  before  dawn,  was  being  hotly  contested. 
An  Imperial  gunner  officer  said  the  4th  Canadians  were  in  Ramillies 
but  the  field  battery  previously  referred  to  was  later  back  in  its  old 
position  near  Hayencourt;  a  fact  which,  in  absence  of  reports  to  the 
contrary,  was  construed  to  indicate  the  subsequent  retirement, 
now  known  to  have  taken  place.  Late  in  the  afternoon  there  was 
more  artillery  fire  away  to  the  north  where  the  11th,  which  had 
transferred  Oisy  overnight  to  a  XXII  Corps  division,  the  56th, 
succeeded,  after  initial  failure,  in  clearing  Epinoy  spur  and  reaching 
the  railway  embankment.  On  the  French  front,  the  enemy  evacuated 
St. Quentin  and  part  of  Chemin  des  Dames.  Two  Australian  divisions 
with  the  27th  and  30th  American  Divisions  and  other  Fourth  Army 
units,  captured  the  tunnel  opposite  Bony  through  which  the  St. 
Quentin  Canal  is  intended  to  flow  for  two  miles. 

All  that  night  5th  and  6th  Brigade  troops  were  busy  relieving 
survivors  of  the  8th,  11th  and  3rd  on  the  line  Faubourg  Cantimpre- 
Neuville  St.  Remy-Tilloy-Blecourt  to  which,  after  holding  for  five 
hours  with  an  exposed  flank,  the  impossible  position  Morenchies- 
Cuvillers-cross  roads  1,200  yds.  north  of  Eswars  Crucifix- Bantigny, 
they  had  been  able  to  withdraw.  On  the  6th  Brigade’s  left  the  2nd 
relieved  the  1st. 

Occasional  showers  fell  on  the  2nd  which  remained  overcast. 
At  dawn,  our  guns  dropped  a  protective  barrage  in  front  of  the  2nd 
Canadian  Division.  B  Company  was  delayed  by  traffic  on  the 
standard  gauge  line  in  Queant.  C  laid  turnouts  at  Havrincourt 
road,  Arras-Cambrai  road  and  a  point  1,000  yds.  east  of  Bourlon 
Station.  A  and  D  completed  repairs  around  the  half  loop  north-west 
of  Sadly  and  back  to  a  junction  with  C  at  the  Arras  road.  Both 
moved  advanced  billets  to  some  houses  and  bits  of  trench  at  the 
western  outskirts  of  Raillencourt.  Officers  reconnoitred  lines  ahead 
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in  the  direction  of  Ste.  Olle  and  as  far  as  Sancourt  Halte.  Open 
country  east  of  this  was  understood  to  be  held  by  outposts  from  the 
28th  Battalion  whose  headquarters  was  located  alongside  the  San- 
court-Sailly  road  a  few  hundred  yards  south-west  of  its  intersection 
with  the  highway  to  Douai.  As  an  instance  of  meticulous  accuracy 
on  the  part  of  H.M.  Ordnance  Survey,  and  incidentally  witness  to 
the  intrepid  opposition  our  infantry  had  to  contend  with  during  the 
previous  three  days,  German  machine  guns,  with  their  dead  crews 
alongside,  were  found  in  extemporized  shell  hole  emplacements 
respectively  300  and  500  yds.  east  of  this  cross  roads,  precisely  as 
indicated  on  the  map  by  groups  of  blue  dots.  The  bodies  were  those 
of  men  belonging  to  the  11th  Grenadier  Regiment,  one  from  No.  2 
Company  1st  Battalion,  and  a  second,  W.  Wolff  by  name,  from  No. 
10  Company.  They  stuck  it  until  killed.  None  could  do  more. 
Peace  to  their  ashes. 

The  3rd  was  fine  and  warm.  C  Company  completed  turnouts, 
detailed  a  party  for  track  maintenance  and  constructed  a  control 
station  at  the  Bourlon-Sains  road  crossing.  A  and  D  Companies 
repaired  track  in  Cantimpre  yard  and  north-east  along  the  Sancourt 
line.  The  night  was  quiet  with  clear  sky  and  cool  air.  11th  Division 
troops  relieved  the  2nd  Canadian  Infantry  Brigade  on  the  6th  Bri¬ 
gade’s  left. 

Major  Stuart,  next  day,  took  over  duties  of  Works  Officer, 
pending  Major  Harrison’s  return  from  leave.  B  Company  continued 
erection  of  huts  in  front  of  Inchy  for  Battalion  headquarters  which 
is  taking  on  the  appearance  of  a  semi-permanent  camp. 

Casualties  in  the  Corps  during  the  week’s  fighting  had  been  high 
and  for  that  reason  our  forces  would,  it  was  believed,  mark  time  for  a 
month  as  they  did  after  the  Drocourt-Queant  show.  During  the 
past  two  days,  however,  the  enemy  has  been  falling  back  east  of 
Rheims  as  well  as  behind  Lens  and  Armentieres,  both  of  which  have 
been  evacuated.  West  of  St.  Quentin  the  Fourth  and  Third  Armies 
are  still  pressing  on  having  reached,  at  latest  reports,  the  line  Mor- 
court -  Levergies - le  Catelet  -  Vendhuille  -  Bantouzelle -  Crevecour -  N oy- 
elles.  Bulgaria’s  collapse  has  evidently  put  the  wind  up  Hinden- 
burg. 

C  Company  yesterday  worked  on  bomb  shelters  for  Battalion 
horse  lines  alongside  the  Moeuvres-Inchy  road  400  yds.  north  of 
Cemetery  Support  trench,  and  began  reconnaissance  of  all  dugouts 
in  the  area.  A  and  D  repaired  breaks  and  bad  places  in  track  and 
continued  work  on  the  Sancourt  line  as  far  as  the  Cambrai-Douai 
road.  An  officer  patrol  examined  its  condition  ahead  to  within  a 
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short  distance  of  Abancourt  Station.  Infantry  posts  were  located 
there  and  behind  the  railway  embankment  west  of  Blecourt. 

A  crow’s  nest  lookout  at  the  top  of  a  tree  near  Sancourt  Chateau, 
remains  in  position.  From  it  the  enemy,  until  driven  out,  must  have 
been  able  to  watch  our  operations,  including  repairs  to  the  railway. 

To-day  has  been  cool  with  a  blank  grey  sky  and,  except  for 
scattered  shelling,  quiet.  B  Company  moved  to  a  hut  behind  Lock 
4  alongside  Battalion  headquarters.  C  started  reconnaissance  of 
roads  and  trails  in  the  right  sector.  D  cleaned  up  track  allowance 
alongside  the  Arras  road.  A  buried  dead  horses  and  arranged  to 
prepare  accommodation  for  4th  Brigade  which  is  moving  up.  Other 
work  in  progress  was  continued. 

Brigade  has  been  forwarding  some  nasty  chits  from  Corps.  The 
latter  wants  to  know  why  the  Battalion’s  bridge  over  Canal  du 
Nord  was  not  more  expeditiously  erected.  The  facts  are;  first,  that 
the  Company  charged  with  the  task  was  for  some  unexplained  reason 
kept  working  on  Divisional  headquarters,  half  a  day’s  march  away, 
until  the  show  had  actually  started;  second,  that,  despite  this,  the 
bridge  was  completed  before  the  track  on  either  side,  and,  third, 
that  it  could  have  been  completed  very  much  sooner  had  material 
and  transport  been  provided  in  advance.  Possibly  with  Corps, 
Brigade,  Battalion  and  a  Tramways  company  sharing  responsibility 
for  a  job  that  might  almost  have  been  entrusted  to  a  good  N.C.O., 
someone  took  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  start  passing  the  buck. 
Undoubtedly,  the  whole  light  railway  programme  lost  impetus  before 
the  work  had  well  got  started  by  the  death  of  the  capable  and  gallant 
officer,  Major  Winslow. 

12th  October,  1918 

During  the  night  of  the  5th-6th,  B  and  D  Companies’  billets 
were  bombed  and  A  Company’s  shelled.  There  were  no  casualties. 
A  red  glow  over  Cambrai  faded  at  dawn  into  columns  of  smoke 
which  persisted  all  day  in  spite  of  occasional  showers.  The  C.O. 
made  a  tour  of  the  forward  area.  Captain  Adam  with  B  Company, 
less  one  sub-section,  moved  to  a  trench  immediately  behind  Hayne- 
court  and  repaired  the  road  thence  to  Maison  Neuve.  C  Company 
continued  horse  lines  protection  and  reconnoitred  dugouts  near 
Pilgrims  Rest.  A  and  D  Companies  gas-proofed  entrances  to  head¬ 
quarters  of  4th  Brigade,  18th  Battalion  and  21st  Battalion,  situated 
on  either  side  of  the  Arras-Cambrai  road,  immediately  behind  that 
connecting  Bourlon  and  Haynecourt.  Shelters  were  also  prepared 
for  officers  and  men.  A  Company  shifted  its  bivouac  away  from  the 


THE  RHINE  AND  BACK 


409 


light  railway,  which  appeared  to  be  well  registered,  and  dug  in  half 
a  mile  back. 

Operation  Order  21  was  issued  announcing  a  resumption  of  the 
offensive  and  explaining  tasks  set  for  the  Battalion  in  connection 
therewith.  The  order  was  to  the  following  effect: 

(1)  An  artillery  demonstration  in  support  of  operations  by  the 
Third  Army  will  be  carried  out  on  the  8th  and  preparations 
by  the  2nd  and  3rd  Canadian  Divisions  made  to  secure  bridge¬ 
heads  over  Canal  de  l’Escaut  with  a  view  to  joining  troops 
advancing  through  Awoingt. 

(2)  4th  Battalion  C.E.  will  arrange  for  crossings: — 

(a)  Opposite  Morenchies  Halt  by  pontoon  or  trestle  bridge; 

(b)  over  lock  No.  3,  Pont  d’  Aire  by  foot  bridge,  replaced 
later  successively  by  one  and  two  way  heavy  traffic  bridges. 

(3)  6th  Battalion  C.E.  will  arrange  for  crossings: — - 

(a)  Opposite  Ramillies  Chateau; 

(b)  at  Ramillies  Chapel — both  to  be  pontoon  or  trestle 
bridges  for  horse-drawn  traffic. 

(4)  2nd  and  1st  Canadian  Pontoon  Bridge  &  Trestle  Units  will 
supply  transport  for  4th  and  6th  Battalions  C.E.  respectively. 

(5)  Infantry  foot  bridges  will  be  located  as  required  by  Divisions. 

(6)  1st  P.B.T.U.  will  come  under  2nd  Brigade  C.E.  orders  this  date. 

(7)  Cork  bridging  is  available  at  Hun  Dump. 

(8)  C  Company  will  be  responsible  for  bridges  in  (3)  (a)  and 
(3)  (b),  drawing  five  pontoons  and  three  trestles  for  each  bridge 
respectively  from  the  1st  P.B.T.U.  and  Pontoon  Park  R.E.; 
the  first  lot  on  six  horse  drawn  and  the  second  on  six  lorry  drawn 
vehicles. 

(9)  One  C  Company  officer  will  report  at  16  hours  on  the  1st  to 
2nd  P.B.T.U.  camp  near  canal  crossing  north-east  of  Inchy 
to  guide  all  12  vehicles  to  rendezvous  on  Douai  road  south 
of  Tilloy,  or  elsewhere  as  Company  shall  advise  Battalion 
Headquarters. 

(10)  B  Company  will  be  responsible  for  such  foot  bridges  as  may 
be  required.  They  shall  be  of  the  cork  pier  type  or  some 
expedient  for  which  local  supplies  are  available.  B  Company 
will  have  an  officer  at  time  and  place  mentioned  in  (9)  to  ensure 
that  material  is  on  hand  and  is  taken  to  same  rendezvous. 
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(11)  Liaison  officer  from  C  Company  will  report  at  Brigade  Head¬ 
quarters  at  Quarry  in  Sailly  at  4  hours  on  the  8th,  and  advise 
when  bridging  train  can  safely  proceed  to  Canal. 

(12)  Officers’  patrols  from  B  and  C  Companies  accompanied  by 
cyclist  or  motorcycle  runners  will  reconnoitre  bridge  locations 
as  early  as  possible  and  advise  their  bridging  parties  when  to 
come  forward. 

(13)  Water  in  canal  is  reported  to  be  56ft.  wide. 

(14)  It  is  suggested  that  40  men  be  used  for  each  pontoon  bridge. 

(15)  If  more  grading  is  required  for  approach  ramps  than  be  can 
done  by  its  own  reserves,  C  Company  may  call  first  on  A  and 
then,  to  the  extent  of  50  O.R.,  on  D  Company. 

(16)  A  will  stand  by  for  purpose  mentioned  in  (15). 

(17)  D  will  stand  by  for  same  purpose  but  will  reserve  25  men  for 
expert  dugout  examination,  should  such  be  called  for. 

(18)  All  ranks  living  near  rendezvous  shall  carry  24  hours  rations, 
all  others  48  hours  rations. 

(19)  Bridging  party  will  be  ready  to  move  off  by  6  hours  on  the 
8th  instant. 

(20)  Proposed  route  for  transport  will  be  Raillencourt,  Sancourt, 
road  junction  1,200  yds.  north-west  of  Pont  d’Aire  on  Sancourt- 
Pont  d’Aire  Road,  Ramillies. 

(21)  Zero  day  is  8th  instant.  Zero  hour  will  be  notified  later. 

The  1st  Canadian  Division  took  over  the  front  from  Palleul 
to  Hamblain  and  came  under  orders  of  the  XXII  Corps. 

Weather  was  cloudy  and  unsettled  on  the  7th.  C  Company  with 
parts  of  D  and  A  Companies,  practised  erecting  pontoon  bridge  in 
Canal  du  Nord.  A  detachment  prepared  forward  billets  800  yds. 
due  east  of  Eerme-des-Lilas  to  which  the  bridging  party  moved 
later.  99  O.R.  of  B  Company  under  Captain  Curtis,  who  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  it  for  the  forthcoming  operation,  carried  on  with  rapid  as¬ 
sembly  of  cork  float  bridges.  Epinoy  came  in  for  a  severe  strafe. 
Late  in  the  afternoon  a  motorcyclist  from  A  Company  entered  the 
place  in  search  of  material.  Finding  it  deserted  and  rank  with 
mustard  gas  he  kept  on  going,  to  discover,  on  emerging,  his  way 
to  the  rear  blocked  by  a  newly  dug  and  fully  manned  trench.  As  a 
consequence  he  was  forced  to  run  for  a  mile  towards  Sancourt,  in 
view  of  the  enemy  on  one  side  and  within  cursing  distance  of  the 
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almost  equally  unfriendly  garrison  of  the  trench  on  the  other.  Sapper 
McIntosh,  I.  D.,  died  of  sickness  this  date  in  hospital. 

Weather  on  the  8th  was,  for  a  change,  fine  and  warm.  Supple¬ 
mentary  orders  issued  overnight  and  shortly  after  noon  set  out 
some  alterations  and  additions  to  those  previously  received  including, 
in  effect,  the  following: — 

Attack  on  2nd  Canadian  Division  front  to  be  carried  out  by  5th 
and  6th  Brigades  respectively  right  and  left  of  a  line  from  cross¬ 
roads  on  highest  point  of  Sancourt-Pont  d’Aire  road  to  Ramillies. 
5th  Brigade  objective;  Cambrai-Iwuy,  railway  from  l’Alouette  to 
Escaudoeuvres  Chateau,  both  inclusive,  with  patrols  beyond  to 
the  south-east.  6th  Brigade  objective;  Ramillies  village  with  the 
high  ground  to  the  west.  Time  of  attack,  21.30  hours  of  the  day 
on  which  the  XXII  Corps  completes  capture  of  Niergnies-Awoingt 
spur,  notifications  whereof  will  be  made  by  phrase  “Peace  Proposals 
To-day.  ”  First  phase  of  attack  to  be  carried  out  by  seizure  of  bridge 
heads.  Cork  pier  bridging  detachment  from  B  Company  with 
material  on  hand  drawn  G.S.  wagon  and  detachment  of  sappers  from 
A  Company  to  advance  with  first  wave,  escorted  by  infantry  parties 
from  the  25th  Battalion,  the  former  to  bridge  Canal  de  l’Eseaut 
opposite  Ramillies  station  and  the  latter  to  examine  and  make  safe 
existing  bridges  in  case  same  are  prepared  for  demolition.  C  Com¬ 
pany’s  mechanically  drawn  bridging  equipment  to  advance  from 
rendezvous  in  time  to  reach  canal  opposite  Escaudoeuvres  Chateau 
three  hours  after  zero;  horse  drawn  equipment  to  reach  canal  at 
outlet  of  Pont  d’Aire  by-pass  two  hours  after  zero.  Pontoon  or  trestle 
bridges  to  be  constructed  at  these  points,  their  location  being  marked 
by  traffic  signs  and  lights  screened  on  three  sides.  Repair  parties 
to  be  left  at  all  bridges.  All  ranks  going  forward  to  canal  to  wear 
white  armlets  above  both  elbows. 

D  Company  had  a  bathing  parade  at  Sains  lez  Marquion  and 
gas  helmet  inspection.  Remaining  companies  stood  by,  B  occupying 
the  time  in  perfecting  arrangements  for  erecting  foot-bridge. 

The  standard  type  of  cork  bridge  is  designed  to  carry  fully 
equipped  infantry  in  single  file.  It  consists  of  floating  piers  placed 
laterally  across  the  opening  to  be  spanned  at  intervals  of  7  feet. 
On  these  are  laid,  longitudinally,  interlocking  trench  mats  each 
9ft.  4  ins.  over  all.  Each  pier  is  made  up  of  two  roughly  squared 
bales  of  cork  slab,  2  ft.  x  4  ft.  x  16  ins.  deep,  enclosed  in  wire  netting 
and  arranged  crosswise,  3  ft.  apart  in  the  clear,  between  a  lower  and 
upper  frame.  The  lower  frame  consists  of  two  lengths  of  2  in.  x  3  in. 
scantling,  8  ft.  long,  braced  2  ft.  apart  by  a  pair  of  2  in.  x  2  in.  struts 
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at  4  ft.  centres.  The  upper  frame  is  similar  except  that  10  ft.  lengths 
of  2  in.  x  5  in.  scantling  are  used  and  the  struts  are  nailed  on  top, 
slightly  over  a  foot  on  either  side  of  centre  line  of  bridge,  so  as  to  hold 
trench  mats  in  place.  Eight  H  in.  x  18  in-  bolts  Pass  through  upper 
and  lower  scantling  at  their  intersection  with  sides  of  cork  bales 
compressing  the  latter  and  holding  them  firmly  in  place.  Piers  after 
launching  are  properly  spaced  and  held  in  position  by  hemp  or  wire 
ropes  made  fast  on  either  shore.  A  %  in.  x  6  ft.  eye  bolt  passing 
through  a  block  attached  to  the  lower  scantling  of  each  pier  and  lashed 
to  the  upper,  provides  a  standard  through  which  is  run  a  single  rope 
handrail  along  one  side  of  the  line  of  trench  mats. 

From  4.30  a.m.  onwards,  guns  were  in  action  south  of  Cambrai 
but  it  was  late  in  the  day  before  the  63rd  Naval  Division  was  reported 
firmly  in  possession  of  its  objective. 

All  through  the  afternoon  and  early  evening,  infantry  battalions 
and  bridging  trains  moved  forward  to  their  assembly  positions. 
Lieutenants  Marshall  and  McBeath  reported  respectively  to  the  5th 
Brigade  and  25th  Battalion  as  liaison  officers. 

Except  for  the  ruddy  glow  over  Cambrai  and  an  occasional  flare, 
the  night  of  the  8th  and  9th  was  intensely  dark.  Sapper  Patterson,  S. 
was  kicked  by  a  horse  and  Sapper  Wilson,  W.  F.,  cut  over  the  eye 
by  wire.  About  9  p.m.  a  youthful  prisoner  bespectacled  and  too 
frightenened  to  speak  was  brought  into  5th  Brigade  headquarters 
and  hurried  away  to  the  rear.  Parties  under  Captain  Curtis  and 
Lieutenant  McCulloch  before  midnight  had  cleared  the  Douai  road 
of  all  debris  as  far  as  Sancourt  and  filled  shell  holes  on  a  trail  to  the 
east.  Zero  was  changed  to  1.30  a.m.  on  the  9th.  At  that  hour, 
the  4th  C.M.R.,  26th,  25th  31st  and  29th  Battalions  started  forward. 
In  spite  of  the  slow  pace  set  some  of  the  25th,  with  sappers  of  A  and 
B  Companies  advanced  too  quickly,  and  had  to  lie  down  and  wait 
for  the  barrage  to  creep  forward. 

It  had  originally  been  intended  to  send  a  sapper  officer  with  the 
detachment  from  A  Company.  Bridging  and  liaison  requirements, 
however,  had  left  none  available.  The  eight  picked  men  with  Cor¬ 
porals  Cuthill  and  Reilly,  tried  veterans  of  the  old  6th  Field  Company, 
were,  in  consequence,  after  passing  under  orders  of  an  infantry  cap¬ 
tain  to  whom  they  represented  only  so  many  more  rifles,  denied  op¬ 
portunity  for  exercising  their  special  qualifications  of  initiative 
and  experience  in  handling  explosives.  As  events  turned  out,  their 
services  in  neither  capacity  were  called  into  requisition.  Enemy 
resistance  this  side  of  the  canal  was  confined  to  indirect  machine  gun 
fire  and  long  distance  shelling  with  shrapnel  and  gas;  also  the  only 
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bridges  which  the  enemy  had  left  intact,  those  across  the  two  most 
easterly  of  the  three  channels  at  Pont  d’Aire  had  already  been  rescued 
from  destruction  by  Captain  C.  N.  Mitchell,  M.C.,  of  the  4th  Battalion 
C.E. 

Advancing  ahead  of  the  26th  Battalion  from  the  direction  of 
Tilloy,  this  officer  accompanied  by  a  couple  of  his  N.C.Os  crossed 
an  open  spillway  and  dashed  over  the  heavily  mined  structures 
beyond.  Before  charges  could  be  fired,  three  of  the  surprised  guard 
were  shot  and  all  leads  cut.  Remainder  of  the  bridgehead  garrison 
then  surrendered.  When  A  Company  sappers  arrived,  plank  con¬ 
taining  slabs  of  explosive  were  being  removed  from  bottom  flanges  of 
girders.  Search  of  houses  nearby,  yielded  the  exploder,  a  neat  little 
affair  operated,  in  place  of  the  usual  plunger,  by  a  crank,  one  turn 
of  which  if  made  in  time  would  have  blown  the  two  bridges  into  a 
mass  of  wreckage.  It  forthwith  became  part  of  A  Company’s  tool 
cart  equipment.  Alongside  the  three  lifeless  bodies  facing  west,  a 
machine  gun  and  anti-tank  rifle  remained  in  position. 

While  the  Pont  d’Aire  bridgehead  was  being  secured  by  Captain 
Mitchell’s  daring  exploit,  Captain  Curtis  crossed  the  canal  further 
down  on  wreckage  of  a  demolished  railway  trestle  in  the  face  of 
galling  shell  and  machine  gun  fire  from  parties  of  the  enemy  left 
behind  to  delay  our  advance.  Making  fast  a  rope  on  the  opposite 
bank,  he  and  his  detachment  in  forty  minutes  constructed  a  cork 
float  bridge  over  which  remainder  of  the  25th  Battalion  crossed. 
Posts  were  thus  established  opposite  Ramillies  which  the  27th  Bat¬ 
talion  had  occupied,  while  the  31st  passing  through  Cuvillers  and 
Abancourt  formed  a  line  beyond  facing  north  to  protect  the  Division’s 
left  flank. 

Advance  parties  from  Major  Bishop’s  pontoon  detachments  had 
now  arrived  and  selected  points  for  traffic  bridges.  The  enemy, 
still  in  possession  of  the  lock  at  Iwuy,  opened  sluice  gates  and  lowered 
the  canal  water  level  4  feet,  necessitating  a  quick  change  in  methods 
and  the  use  of  Weldon  trestles.  Deep  cuttings  had  also  to  be  made 
at  all  approaches  in  order  to  provide  ramps.  For  this  purpose,  reserve 
sub-sections  supplied  work  parties.  Seven  hours  after  erection  com¬ 
menced  both  bridges,  which  had  been  constructed  under  Captain 
Ashford’s  direction,  were  in  operation. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  a  pontoon  bridging  party  from  the 
4th  Battalion  C.E.  working  above  Pont  d’Aire  on  becoming  a  casualty 
was  replaced  by  one  from  the  6th.,  who  had  been  assisting  Captain 
Curtis.  The  latter’s  own  detachment  from  B  Company  as  well  as 
that  under  Lieutenant  McCulloch’s  command  had  lost  heavily,  for 
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the  most  part  from  shrapnel;  Sapper  Munroe,  D.  K.,  being  killed, 
Sergeant  Poole,  G.  H.,  badly  wounded  in  the  arm  and  side,  Sappers 
Brooks,  W.  S.,  and  Lewis,  W.  E-,  in  the  hip,  Sapper  Stringer  in  the 
leg  and  Sapper  Harrison,  J.  H.,  no  details.  Some  of  these  casualties 
occurred  before  the  canal  was  reached. 

At  dawn  the  5th  Brigade  resumed  its  advance,  meeting  stout 
rearguard  resistance  beyond  Escaudoeuvres  but  reaching  all  ob¬ 
jectives.  Shortly  afterwards,  Cambrai  was  reported  to  be  in  pos¬ 
session  of  troops  from  the  8th  Canadian  Brigade  and  24th  British 
Division.  Refugees  and  prisoners  began  coming  back  via  Pont  d’ 
Aire.  A  party  of  Frenchwomen,  followed  by  a  brace  of  our  late 
opponents  carrying  their  effects,  was  overtaken  by  three  German 
officers  in  a  two-horse  cart  proceeding  to  the  rear  under  armed  escort. 
At  a  suggestion  from  the  latter,  which  there  was  no  mistaking,  the 
trio  yielded  places  to  their  late  unwilling  hostesses  and  continued 
their  journey  on  foot. 

Some  indication  of  the  cost  at  which  attempts  had  been  made 
by  the  1st,  4th  and  3rd  Canadian  Divisions  early  last  week  to  reach 
the  Canal,  was  disclosed  when  it  became  possible  to  walk  out  over 
the  fields  east  of  Sancourt,  where  lay  scattered  and  in  seriate  ranks 
scores  of  those  whose  heroic  stand  against  repeated  counter-attacks 
had  broken  the  enemy’s  resistance  and  cleared  a  way  for  the  division 
that  followed. 

Late  in  the  morning,  all  bridging  detachments  except  maintenance 
patrols  were  withdrawn  for  rest.  Twenty  men  from  D  Company 
searched  the  big  German  dump  on  Douai  road  west  of  Tilloy  for 
mines.  Weather  remained  bright  and  cool.  About  noon,  the  6th 
Brigade  captured  Eswars  and  found  the  bridge  there  intact.  At 
night  our  troops,  including  Brutinel’s  Brigade  and  the  Canadian 
Light  Horse  were  in  touch  with  the  XVII  Corps  north  of  Cauroir  on 
the  right,  and  in  joint  occupation  of  Thun  Leveque  with  the  11th 
Division  on  their  left.  A  battalion  of  the  latter  had  also  captured 
Pailleneourt.  South  of  the  Cambrai-le  Cateau  road  the  enemy 
had  retreated  from  or  been  driven  out  of  Fresnoy,  Bohain,  Bucquigny, 
Busigny,  Troisville,  Caudry  and  Estourmel. 

The  sky  remained  overcast  on  the  10th.  D  Company  repaired 
the  roadway  from  Ramillies  village  south-west  to  the  station,  and 
south-east  across  the  Canal  and  Escaudoeuvres  Chateau  park  to 
the  Valenciennes  highway.  Reconnaissance  to  the  north  showed  the 
Ramillies-Eswars  road  fit  for  traffic  but  needing  repairs  in  the  latter 
place.  The  6th  Brigade  at  that  time  was  pushing  patrols  beyond 
Thun  St.  Martin  towards  Iwuy  dump.  In  the  afternoon,  Captain 
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Bate  with  eleven  O.R.,  having  advanced  with  attacking  infantry  of 
the  4th  Brigade  through  Naves  searching  for  mines,  continued  on  with 
some  platoons  of  the  19th  Battalion  out  the  Chaussee  Brunehaut  to 
Rieux  Sugar  Factory,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  beyond.  Here  the  party 
came  under  observation  and  was  heavily  shelled.  Noticing,  on  its 
way  back  after  completion  of  search,  some  men  of  Brutinel’s  Force 
trying  to  get  their  armoured  cars  across  the  River  Erclin  it  went  to 
their  assistance.  The  bridge  had  been  blown  up.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  extemporize  a  crossing  but  before  this  could  be  done  the  enemy 
drove  the  whole  party  off  with  shrapnel.  Captain  Bate  was  seriously 
wounded  in  the  head  and  arm.  2nd  Corporal  Mullin,  J.  T.,  Sapper 
Praed,  F.,  and  Sapper  Perrin,  P.  V.,  received  wounds  respectively 
in  the  leg,  head  and  side.  Sapper  Salmond,  W.,  also  became  a  casualty. 

During  the  day,  the  49th  Division’s  troops  became  custodians 
of  Cambrai.  To  ensure  against  damage  to  unprotected  property  and 
to  avoid  unnecessary  casualties  from  delayed  action  mines,  strict 
orders  were  issued  that  no  one  except  those  on  duty  be  allowed  to 
enter  the  city.  On  the  pretext  that  an  engineer  officer’s  duty,  as  his 
motto  indicates,  permits  him  to  go  anywhere,  several  from  the  Bat¬ 
talion  got  past  its  sentries.  Most  of  the  hotels,  shops,  and  other 
buildings  around  the  Place  d’Armes  and  Place  au  Bois  had  been 
gutted  by  fire  or  were  still  smouldering.  Elsewhere  hardly  a  window 
remained  unbroken.  The  Hotel  de  Ville,  Belfry,  Cathedral,  Chateau 
de  Selles  and  Church  of  St.  Gery,  however,  had  escaped  destruction 
as  had  most  private  houses  outside  the  burned  area.  A  railway 
bridge  formerly  spanning  Avenue  Valenciennes  had  been  dropped  into 
the  roadway  completely  blocking  it.  The  city,  a  place  of  some 
30,000  inhabitants  before  the  war,  appeared,  except  for  a  few  staff 
officers,  fire  patrols  and  military  policemen,  to  be  absolutely  deserted. 
For  four  long  years,  ever  since  August  26th,  1914,  in  fact,  its  citizens 
must  have  carried  on  under  the  iron  rule  of  a  hated  enemy,  only  to 
see,  when  the  day  of  deliverance  was  at  hand,  the  walls  of  their 
buildings  tumbling  in  ruins  and  to  become  themselves  homeless 
refugees  in  villages  to  the  east. 

Towards  evening,  one  of  our  balloons  was  brought  down  and  fell 
in  flames  across  the  main  street  in  Haynecourt  completely  blocking 
traffic  until  the  fire  burned  out.  C.F.  Brigade  headquarters  opened 
in  Sailly.  A  report  came  through  that  the  enemy  was  retiring. 
Verbal  orders,  confirmed  in  writing  later,  were  issued  instructing 
A  and  C  Companies  to  move  at  once  to  Ramillies  and  be  prepared, 
should  the  situation  permit,  to  repair  bridges  over  Canal  de  l’Fseaut 
respectively  at  Thun  Leveque  and  Fswars  as  early  as  possible  the 
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next  morning.  Company  commanders  were  to  keep  in  close  touch 
with  infantry  and  have  bridges  reconnoitred  at  once. 

Lieutenant  McBeath  was  detailed  to  carry  out  this  reconnaissance 
for  A  Company,  but  it  was  dusk  before  he  started  out  with  a  small 
party  on  his  eight  mile  approach  march.  Shortly  afterwards,  our 
staff  apparently  discovered  the  enemy  was  standing  pat.  At  any 
rate  new  orders  were  issued  cancelling  those  previously  sent  out. 
A  Company  was  now  instructed  to  re-erect  a  railway  bridge,  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  opposite  Ramillies  station,  and  C  to  employ  its  whole 
effective  strength  on  track  repairs  as  directed  by  the  O.C.  2nd  Tram¬ 
ways  Company.  Both  moved  up,  the  former  under  Captain  Curtis 
to  Pont  d’Aire  Halte  and  the  latter  under  Major  Bishop  to  a  house  in 
the  centre  of  Ramillies.  The  night  was  dark  as  the  bottomless  pit; 
there  were  no  flares;  the  roads  were  crowded  with  guns  and  other  1st 
line  transport,  and  the  enemy  was  pitching  shells  all  over  the  lot. 
Motorcyclists  scoured  the  country  in  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  find 
Lieutenant  McBeath  and  cancel  his  orders.  A  team  of  horses  lost 
their  heads  crossing  the  Welden  trestle,  fell  into  the  canal  with  an 
ammunition  limber  on  top  of  them,  and  were  drowned.  During  the 
night,  hostile  aircraft  dropped  bombs  close  to  D  Company’s  quarters. 
The  Third  Army  captured  Vaux  Andigny  and  reached  the  Selle  at 
St.  Benin. 

Yesterday  at  dawn,  A  Company’s  bridge  gangs  under  Sergeants 
Hazelden  and  Clements,  working  in  friendly  rivalry  from  either  end, 
reconstructed  the  railway  trestle  south  of  Ramillies.  Wrecked 
steelwork  was  cut  away  with  gun  cotton  and  piles  sawn  off  and 
recapped.  Eight  inch  square  timber  and  9  inch  I  beams  from  Tilloy 
Park  were  used  for  new  bents  and  stringers.  The  I  beams  were 
estimated  to  have  a  section  modulus  of  18,  so  that  4  per  15  foot 
span  were  found  adequate  to  carry  a  concentrated  load  of  12  tons  as 
specified  by  the  Tramway  Company.  C  Company  was  strung 
out  along  the  light  railway  300  yds.  to  the  west.  The  open  field 
between  it  and  the  canal  was  presently  occupied  by  a  battery  of 
howitzers  which  immediately  wheeled  about,  unlimbered,  and  began 
firing  in  a  north-easterly  direction  as  fast  as  its  gun  crews  could  feed 
in  ammunition.  Fortunately,  retaliation  was  weak. 

D  Company’s  road  repair  detachment  was  held  up  beyond 
Eswars  owing  to  an  attack  on  Iwuy  by  the  6th  Brigade.  This  started 
at  9  a.m.,  and  was  carried  to  a  successful  conclusion  in  the  face  of 
intense  hostile  artillery  fire  and  desperate  resistance  from  machine 
guns  concealed  in  the  material  yard  and  in  sunken  roads  on  the  heights 
beyond.  The  49th  Division  and  our  21st  and  20th  Battalions  after 
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dealing  with  opposition  on  the  right  flank  secured  all  objectives. 
Towards  noon,  the  enemy  pushed  home  a  strong  counter-attack 
from  the  direction  of  Avesnes  le  Sec.  Our  infantry,  in  the  fighting 
that  ensued,  came  for  the  first  time  under  fire  from  tanks,  some  half 
dozen  of  which,  mostly  of  British  design,  caused  heavy  casualties 
before  being  driven  off  or  put  out  of  action  by  gun  fire.  Survivors 
of  the  original  attack  and  support  battalions  eventually  restored  the 
situation. 

Battalion  headquarters  opened  at  10  a.m.  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Cambrai-Douai  road,  1,000  yds.  south  of  Sancourt.  B  Company 
supplied  two  sub-sections  to  erect  huts  for  personnel.  Fatigues 
from  A,  B  and  D  Companies  repaired  the  Weldon  trestle  at  Ramillies, 
loaded  material  at  Tilloy  Park  and  buried  dead  horses  alongside  the 
Blecourt-Pont  d’Aire  road. 

In  conjunction  with  an  advance  by  the  First  Army’s  left  wing 
to  the  outskirts  of  Vitry,  the  1st  Canadian  Division  crossed  the 
Trinquis  River  and  started  to  crowd  the  enemy  out  of  the  triangle 
formed  by  it  with  the  Sensee  and  Scarpe  Canals. 

All  last  night,  the  enemy  shelled  Iwuy  and  ground  to  the  east. 
A  brigade  of  the  51st  Highland  Division  relieved  our  4th  Brigade;  and 
the  5th  moved  up  in  support  of  the  6th.  The  Canadian  Corps  re¬ 
linquished  to  the  XXII  Corps  frontage  held  by  the  49th  and  51st 
Divisions  east  of  the  Iwuy-Roeulx  railway  and  took  over  remainder 
of  that  to  the  west  not  hitherto  under  its  command  as  far  as  the 
Scarpe  Canal. 

The  weather  to-day,  as  yesterday,  remained  cloudy  with  occas¬ 
ional  showers.  A  Company  finished  Ramillies  railway  bridge  and 
with  part  of  C  replaced  pontoons  further  up  the  canal  by  trestle 
bents.  Remainder  repaired  light  track  to  within  500  yds.  of  Eswars. 
D  Company  filled  holes  in  the  main  street  through  that  village. 
B  paraded  for  gas  and  rifle  drill. 

Advances  during  the  week  between  the  Meuse  and  St.  Gobain 
Salient  carried  the  American-French  front  to  the  line  Sivry-Sommer- 
ance-Marcq-Challerange-St.  Ftienne-Betheniville-Suippes  River-Che- 
min  des  Dames.  Thence  it  is  continued  by  our  Allies  through 
Coucy,  Barisis  and  Moy  to  Fresnoy  le  Grand.  The  British  Fourth 
and  Third  Armies  are  holding  Riquerval  Wood  and  the  west  bank  of 
the  Selle  River  from  Vaux  Andigny  to  Montrecourt. 

To-day,  the  XXII  Corps  entered  Avesnes-le-Sec,  our  own  5th 
Brigade  captured  Hordain  while,  ten  miles  to  the  west,  1st  Canadian 
Division  troops  continued  backing  the  enemy  out  of  Arleux,  Fstrees 
and  Gouy.  Further  north  VIII  Corps  patrols  entered  the  outskirts 
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of  Douai  and  our  Fifth  Army  approached  the  Haute  Deule  Canal 
beyond  Henin  Leitard.  Between  Ea  Bassee  and  Armentieres  opposing 
lines  are  back  as  they  were  in  1916. 

19th  October,  1918 

Orders  received  from  Brigade  shortly  before  midnight  on  the 
12th,  announced  relief  of  the  11th  by  the  2nd  Canadian  Division. 
4th  Brigade  took  over  from  the  railway  east  of  Hordain  to  Pont 
Rade  and  the  6th  thence  to  Fressies.  The  south  divisional  boundary 
after  relief  extended  from  Pont  de  Calvigny  south-west  to  Eswars 
(inclusive),  thence  via  Maison  Neuve  and  Malakoff  railway  yard 
to  a  junction  with  a  line  between  it  and  the  56th  Division.  This  ran 
forward  via  the  south-east  corner  of  Sauchy  Eestree  and  for  2 x/i  miles 
due  east  through  Epinoy  sugar  factory  to  within  500  yds.  of  the 
Douai  railway,  whence  it  turned  north-east  and  north  to  Fressies 
bridge  (exclusive).  The  5th  Battalion  C.E.  was  made  responsible 
for  work  in  the  4th  Brigade  area  and  the  6th  Battalion  C.E.  for  that 
held  by  the  6th  Brigade. 

Sullen  grey  clouds  hung  low  over  the  area  on  the  13th.  A  Com¬ 
pany  cleaned  up  work  around  the  bridge  at  Ramillies  and  buried 
some  horses;  C  doubled  chessed  the  highway  bridge  there,  completed 
track  repairs  into  Eswars  and  transferred  rail  from  the  metre  to  the 
60  centimetre  gauge  railway  east  of  Neuville  St.  Remy;  D  repaired 
roadway  at  bridge  approaches;  B  moved  back  to  its  old  Haynecourt 
shelters  and  detailed  70  men  to  report  at  2nd  Tramway  Company 
headquarters  alongside  the  Cantimpre  Y  for  grading  south  of  Aban- 
court  station.  On  conclusion  of  tasks,  companies  were  ordered  to 
discontinue  all  work  outside  the  divisional  area.  At  night  an  officer 
and  15  O.R.  from  C  Company  reconnoitred  Sensee  Canal  crossings 
in  Hem-Eenglet  opposite  La  Fontaine  de  Jules  Cesar  and  at  Pont  Rade. 
A  raid  in  progress  three  miles  to  the  west  by  the  56th  Division  resulted 
in  capture  of  200  prisoners. 

The  14th  was  fine  and  warm.  B  Company  carried  forward 
reconstruction  of  the  60  c.m.  railway  around  the  southerly  outskirts 
of  Abancourt.  C  dismantled  Weldon  trestle  bridges  at  Ramillies. 
D  repaired  the  road  running  north  through  Sancourt.  A  stood  by 
on  orders  to  move,  shifting  billets  late  in  the  day.  Major  Harrison 
resumed  duties  of  Works  Officer.  Sapper  Clement,  V.,  of  B  Company 
died  of  sickness  at  the  23rd  Casualty  Clearing  Station.  The  Second 
Army  captured  Gheluwe  and  Menin. 

The  15th  was  dull  and  cloudy.  B  Company  constructed  a  spur 
opposite  Abancourt  Chapel  and  repaired  roadbed  to  the  Bantigny- 
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Fressies  Road.  C  detailed  a  subaltern 
for  liasion  duty  with  6th  Brigade,  two 
sappers  to  report  at  Marquion  baths 
and  a  party  to  locate  new  billets.  Re¬ 
mainder  salved  tools  and  stood  by. 
During  the  afternoon  and  evening  the 
enemy  shelled  the  forward  slope  north 
of  Abancourt.  A  Company  dug  funk 
holes  at  its  new  billets  and  fixed  up 
the  roadway. 

D  Company  moved  to  a  sunken  road 
500  yds.  north-west  of  Sancourt  church 
and  at  midnight  had  65  men  employed 
on  repairs  to  the  Sancourt-Abancourt 
road.  The  party  was  heavily  shelled 
with  shrapnel.  Sapper  Weir,  R.,  was 
instantly  killed  and  Lance-Corporal 
Latter,  H.  B.,  so  badly  cut  up  that  he 
died  shortly  afterwards.  Corporal  Ward, 
J.,  and  Sapper  Salmond,  W.S.,  were  also 
wounded,  the  former  in  the  shoulder  and 
the  latter  in  the  head.  Coolness  on  the  part  of  the  officer  and  sergeant 
in  charge  steadied  the  party  and  prevented  further  casualties.  The 
work  was  completed  and  the  road  opened  for  2-way  lorry  traffic  to 
the  centre  of  Abancourt. 

Lance-Corporal  Latter  was  one  of  the  old  Pioneers  and  had 
already  earned  distinction  for  his  gallantry. 

A  Company  on  the  16th  practised  rapid  construction  of  bridges 
for  vehicular  and  foot  passenger  traffic  at  the  pontoon  park  and  at 
Battalion  transport  lines.  Grading  for  the  light  railway  was  carried 
forward  by  B  Company  three-quarters  of  a  mile  beyond  end  of  steel 
to  a  point  500  yds,  north-east  of  Hem-Lenglet  Crucifix.  C  Company 
sent  60  men  back  to  complete  grading  for  a  spur  from  Ramillies  sta¬ 
tion  to  Eseaudoeuvres  Chateau.  D  had  a  daylight  party  on  road 
repair  through  Abancourt  and  detailed  an  officer  to  explore  Sancourt 
for  suspected  mines. 

In  Belgium,  Allied  troops  entered  Courtrai,  Iseghem  and  Thourout. 
The  4th  Canadian  Division  completed  relief  of  the  56th  and  next  day 
with  the  1st  Canadian  Division  on  its  left,  cleared  out  elements  of 
the  retreating  enemy  beyond  the  canal  as  far  as  Aubigny-au-Bac. 
Further  north  a  brigade  of  the  8th  Division  on  entering  Douai  and 
finding  that  its  citizens  had  been  evacuated  crossed  the  Deule  at 
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Auby,  while  the  residue  of  Lille’s  quarter  million  population  saw  the 
last  German  march  out  of  their  city  and  rapturously  welcomed 
incoming  troops  of  the  57th  Division. 

As  soon  as  reports  of  the  enemy’s  anticipated  retreat  were 
confirmed,  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  was  ordered  to  strike  north 
across  the  Sensee.  Preparations  were  accordingly  made  to  bridge 
the  Canal  and  flooded  river  beyond  under  cover  of  night.  C  Company 
was  away  finishing  up  work  at  Escaudoeuvres  and  B  fully  employed 
pushing  forward  end  of  steel  in  the  direction  of  Wasnes  au  Bac.  D 
between  4  and  11  p.m.  got  the  road  running  north  from  Abancourt 
Chapel  fit  for  lorry  traffic.  On  completing  this  work  trestle  and  pon¬ 
toon  equipment  was  immediately  moved  to  sites  of  demolished 
crossings.  A  Company  lost  no  time  in  constructing  a  footbridge 
opposite  the  centre  of  Hem-Lenglet  and  another  of  the  cork  float 
type  at  Pont  Rade.  Over  these,  before  morning,  long  files  of  6th 
Brigade  infantry  passed.  Other  parties  had  started  erecting  Weldon 
trestles  at  both  sites.  Visibility  remained  good  all  night  as  the  moon, 
though  obscured  by  clouds,  was  nearly  full. 

Weather  continued  unsettled  on  the  18th.  B  Company  bathed 
at  Sancourt  in  the  morning.  Its  afternoon  shift  on  the  railway 
completed  grading  to  Pont  Rade  and  laid  steel  to  Crucifix  junction, 
Captain  Morrison  who  had  returned  from  hospital  and  the  M.O.. 
Captain  Bayly,  went  on  leave.  A  Company’s  bridge  gang  at  Pont 
Rade  which  had  started  about  9.30  the  previous  night  under  Captain 
Curtis,  worked  continuously,  except  for  meals,  until  2  p.m.,  by  which 
time  a  through  trestle  bridge,  including  graded  approaches,  was  open 
for  traffic.  C  Company  an  hour  later  had  finished  another  crossing 
at  the  Canal  bend,  north-west  of  Hem-Lenglet.  Later  shifts  straigh¬ 
tened  up  shore  bents  and  replaced  others  with  pontoons.  D  Company, 
besides  completing  approaches  to  this  structure,  erected  several  addi¬ 
tional  bays  across  the  original  river  bed  300  yds.  beyond,  so  that  the 
artillery  might  get  its  guns  forward.  An  officer  and  several  O.R. 
removed  demolition  charges  from  the  old  trestle  causeway  built  by  the 
enemy  opposite  Hem-Lenglet  Church  and  subsequently  only  partly 
destroyed. 

6th  Brigade  infantry,  together  with  elements  from  the  4th 
Brigade,  had  early  in  the  day  driven  rear  guards  out  of  Fechain, 
Wasnes  au  Bac  and  the  Sensee  River’s  north  bank  as  far  as  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  Wavrechain.  Later  their  patrols  joined  up  on  the  left  with 
others  from  the  4th  Canadian  Division  in  Marquette  whence  last  night 
Brutinel’s  Force  helped  to  extend  the  line  through  Auberchicourt 
and  Pecquencourt  to  the  Scarpe. 
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Some  of  those  fatally  wounded  in  recent  operations 


1.  L/Cpl.  Alexander,  A.  W.  2.  Sergeant  Abrams,  H.,  M.M.  3.  L/Cpl.  Latter 
H.B.,  M.M.  4.  Sapper  Munroe,  D.  K.  5.  Sapper  Herb,  L. 

6.  Sapper  Trenholme,  T.  W. 
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Day  broke  this  morning  with  thick  fog  blotting  from  view  the 
Whole  SenSee  valley  and  all  villages  beyond.  Under  covet  of  this, 
German  machine  gunners  drew  off,  leaving  our  battalions  to  follow 
with  practically  no  opposition.  An  attempt  by  the  enemy  to  evacuate 
all  inhabitants  within  several  miles  of  the  river  only  partially  succeeded 
so  that  information  as  to  his  movements  continued  to  filter  through 
to  our  advance  guards.  A  Company  began  replacing  the  original 
highway  bridge  due  north  of  Hem  Lenglet  Cemetery  by  a  new  per¬ 
manent  structure  designed  to  carry  general  traffic.  C  reconstructed 
the  light  railway  trestle  at  Pont  Rade  using  rails  from  an  old  metre 
gauge  line  for  stringers.  B  and  C  carried  on  with  railway  and  road 
repair.  Lieutenant  Hague  was  seconded  for  work  with  the  2nd 
Engineer  Brigade,  Lieutenant  Airey  assuming  the  duties  of  Adjutant. 

Americans  on  the  Argonne  captured  St.  Juvin  but  were  able  to 
make  little  progress  elsewhere.  Events  during  the  past  week  par¬ 
ticularly  evacuation  of  Laon  on  the  13th  and  fighting  on  our  own 
front  have  resulted  in  a  radical  modification  of  the  Allied  line.  East 
of  Challerange  French  divisions  are  following  up  the  enemy  through 
Machault,  Juniville  and  Asfeld.  North  of  Sissonne  he  is  in  his  so- 
called  Hunding  Line  which  runs  via  Dercy-Mortiers  and  Pouilly 
to  Ribemont.  From  Mont  d’Origny  to  Vadencourt  he  has  been  driven 
behind  the  Oise-Sambre  Canal.  Thence  his  line  passes  by  Mennevret 
opposite  the  Fourth  British  Army’s  south  boundary,  east  of  le  Cateau 
and  along  the  Selle  to  the  outskirts  of  Denain  into  which  patrols  of 
our  11th  Brigade  are  reported  to  have  penetrated.  To-day’s  advance 
has  carried  the  1st  Division  to  Helesmes  and  Wandignies.  On  our 
left,  fronts  of  the  Fifth  and  Second  Armies  are  in  a  state  of  flux, 
but  apparently  their  foremost  troops  are  close  to  Bouvignies,  Orchies 
Leers,  Vichte  and  Vive  St.  Eloi  whence  the  line  is  continued  by  French 
and  Belgians  along  the  Lys  River  to  Deynze  and  north  through  Aeltre 
to  Zeebrugge. 

26th  October,  1918 

The  enemy  before  retiring  blew  a  mine  opposite  the  Crucifix, 
north  of  Wasnes  au  Bac.  All  through  the  night  of  October  19th-20th 
a  sub-section  of  D  Company  toiled  in  shifts  attempting  to  fill  the 
crater.  It  was  not,  however,  until  7  p.m.  the  following  evening  that 
the  road  was  made  passable  for  lorries,  traffic  having  in  the  meantime 
to  be  diverted.  One  officer  reconnoitred  the  country  ahead.  Re¬ 
mainder  of  the  Company  repaired  roads  and  moved  into  houses  in  the 
village.  Half  of  A  continued  work  on  the  permanent  bridge  in  front 
of  Hem  Lenglet,  hauling  material  from  a  dump  at  Arleux,  which  the 
Germans  had  considerately  left  more  or  less  intact.  The  other  section 
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moved  to  Bouehain,  scene  of  Marlborough’s  last  exploit  in  France, 
the  officer  in  charge  reporting  to  the  G.O.C.  there  for  instructions. 
Lieutenant  McBeath  was  evacuated  to  hospital.  B  and  C  Companies 
confined  their  efforts  to  Pont  Rade  railway  crossing,  the  former  divert¬ 
ing  track  to  avoid  a  crater  blown  north  of  the  original  bridge,  and  the 
latter  completing  its  trestle.  B  Company  shifted  billets  to  Bantigny- 
Fressies  sunken  road  alongside  the  track.  Sappers  from  both  com¬ 
panies,  not  on  duty,  paraded  to  Eswars  for  a  bath  and  later  were  paid. 
The  2nd  Canadian  Division  was  drawn  out  of  line  after  occupying  all 


Road  crater,  near  Denain 


territory  allotted  to  it  as  far  as  the  outskirts  of  Denain. 
Rain  fell  with  quiet  persistence  throughout  the  day  intensifying  the 
desolation  of  abandoned  villages  and  blurring  all  the  dreary  land¬ 
scape  beyond. 

Patrols  of  the  4th  Canadian  Division,  on  the  21st,  advanced 
from  the  outskirts  of  Haveluy  and  Denain  beyond  the  line  Trith- 
Herin,  and  the  51st  Division  on  their  right  entered  Maing  after 
over-coming  opposition  from  machine  gun  fire.  An  officer  of  A 
Company  reconnoitred  destroyed  bridges  across  the  Escaut  river  and 
Canal  as  far  as  Rouvignies.  The  section  in  Bouehain  filled  a  crater 
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blown  at  a  point  from  which  six  roads  radiate.  Rear  sub-sections, 
under  Lieutenant  Solloway  carried  on  at  Hem  Lenglet  bridge.  B 
Company  graded  and  laid  track  at  Pont  Rade  on  a  causeway  of 
eribwork  constructed  across  the  marsh  by  a  detachment  from  C. 
The  latter  moved  its  quarters  into  houses  fronting  on  the  square 
in  Paillencourt.  Lance-Corporal  Balser,  W.  A.,  was  accidentally 
injured  and  struck  off  strength.  D  Company  having  overnight 
dismantled  the  Weldon  trestle  at  Pont  Rade  took  over  repair  of  all 
roads  in  the  area  centring  about  the  villages  Marquette,  Wasnes  au 
Bac,  Wavrechain  and  Bouchain.  Eor  this  work,  400  infantry  reported 
under  its  own  officers  to  the  O.C.  Lieutenants  Fraser  and  Airey 
went  on  leave.  Lieutenant  Marshall  took  over  the  latter’s  duties 
as  acting  Adjutant. 

On  the  22nd,  A  Company  moved  into  Denain  north  of  Parc 
Lebret  and  cleared  debris  from  the  site  of  a  demolished  bridge  over 
the  dock  outlet  on  the  road  to  Croix  Ste.  Marie.  For  the  first  time 
in  months,  all  ranks  found  themselves  billeted  in  occupied  houses. 
The  town,  despite  absence  of  able-bodied  males,  was  supporting  a 
population  50  per  cent,  in  excess  of  its  normal  28,000.  Half  were 
evacues  from  other  places.  The  remainder  appeared  pathetically 
anxious  to  give  our  men  the  best  their  clean  little  homes  could  afford. 
A  considerable  portion  of  the  town  was  until  recently  occupied  by 
an  extensive  steel  mill  and  buildings  belonging  to  a  coal  mine.  These 
now  are  gutted  and  the  few  bits  of  machinery  considered  not  worth 
removing  have  been  hopelessly  smashed.  Sandwiched  between  the 
two  plants  are  dreary  little  “cities,"  consisting  each  of  a  few  uniform 
rows  of  drab  cottages  which  formerly  housed  miners  and  mill  hands 
but  now  only  a  crowd  of  thin-faced  women  and  children.  All  land 
adjoining  the  town  and  neighbouring  villages  has  been  intensively 
cultivated.  In  fact,  a  crop  of  late  vegetables  is  about  the  only  food 
which  German  troops  did  not  commandeer. 

B.  C  and  D  Companies  continued  work  in  hand.  The  latter's 
road  repair  party  made  slow  progress  towards  Marquette  due  to  in¬ 
sufficient  transport  for  material.  Major  Stuart  was  detailed  to  sit 
on  a  general  court  martial  at  2nd  Canadian  Divisional  headquarters. 
The  3rd  Canadian  Division  relieved  the  1st  in  Foret  de  Raismes; 
the  4th  reached  Faubourg  de  Paris  on  the  outskirts  of  Valenciennes. 
More  rain  fell  during  the  day. 

A  cold  north  wind  blew  on  the  23rd.  A  Company  ransacked 
the  steel  works  for  bridge  material  without  success  so  that  it  was 
necessary  to  send  to  Arleux,  18  miles  back,  for  what  it  required. 
On  completion  of  task  by  its  afternoon  shift,  B  Company  handed 
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over  track  work  at  Ponte  Rade  to  C,  parties  from  which  made  good 
progress  filling  cribs  and  surfacing.  B  then  moved  to  billets  in  the 
north  end  of  Wavrechain  arriving  two  hours  after  midnight. 

D  Company’s  night  shift  completed  the  permanent  traffic  bridge 
at  Hem  Lenglet  in  time  to  allow  2nd  Canadian  Divisional  Head¬ 
quarters  and  reserve  units  to  cross.  Weldon  trestles  were  then 
dismantled  and  sent  back  to  the  pontoon  park. 

The  new  structure  is  134  ft.  long  and  has  a  9  ft.  clear  width 
of  roadway  between  wheel  guards.  It  is  supported  on  13  pile  bents 
spaced  unevenly  from  7  to  22  ft.  apart.  Maximum  depth  of  water 
in  the  main  channel  is  10  ft.  and  slightly  less  in  the  25  ft.  waterway 
at  its  south  end.  10  by  10  inch  squared  timber  was  used  for  caps  and 
seven  lines  of  9  by  3  inch  I  beams  for  stringers.  The  deck  is  built 
up  of  a  double  thickness  of  3  inch  plank  secured  in  place  by  6  inch 
ribands.  Five  hundred  yds.  to  the  north-west  five  additional  eleven 
ft.  bays  were  required  to  span  the  original  river  bed  near  Pont  Marais. 
Rear  sub-sections,  transport  and  Battalion  Headquarters  moved 
forward  to  Marquette,  which  is  practically  intact  even  to  stoves, 
pianos  and  other  furniture  in  the  houses.  The  orderly  room  was 
located  in  Billet  No.  2  alongside  the  church. 

Working  continuous  7  hour  shifts  on  the  bridge  over  the  dock 
outlet  in  Denain,  A  Company  had  the  Croix  Ste.  Marie  Road  open 
for  traffic  at  8  yesterday  morning.  As  completed,  the  bridge  is  55  ft. 
long  with  a  9  ft.  2  inch  clear  roadway.  Cribwork,  built  up  on  what 
remained  of  the  centre  pier  and  abutment  foundations,  was  used  to 
support  a  super-structure  consisting  of  five  6  inch  I  beams  braced 
17  inches  apart  with  6  by  6  struts  and  a  single  3  inch  plank  deck, 
protected  by  wheel  guards  and  low  handrail.  While  this  work  was 
still  incomplete,  Captain  Curtis  switched  part  of  his  force  over  to 
Rouvignies,  where  the  enemy  had  very  thoroughly  demolished  a  brick 
arch  carrying  the  Cambrai-Valenciennes  highway  over  Canal  de 
l’Escaut.  Arrangements  were  made  with  Major  Stuart,  who  had 
reconnoitred  the  site  earlier,  whereby  A  and  B  Companies  agreed 
to  work  alternate  day  and  night  shifts  until  this  crossing  is  replaced. 
It  was  decided  to  make  the  new  bridge  a  high  level  one,  extending 
across  the  whole  valley.  Plans  were  accordingly  drawn  up  based 
on  results  of  a  survey  made  by  Captain  Weldon  and  the  work  com¬ 
menced.  C  Company  spiked  down  guard  rail  and  completed  lining 
and  surfacing  track  at  Pont  Rade.  Sanitary  conveniences  about 
Battalion  headquarters  being  found  wanting,  D  Company  supplied 
fatigues  to  improve  conditions.  During  the  day  the  sun  came  out 
almost  for  the  first  time  in  a  fortnight. 
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East  night  was  clear  and  starlit  with  a  half  moon  rising  about 
4  a.m.  To-day  the  weather  is  again  fine  so  that  from  high  ground 
north-east  of  Rouvignies  one  can  see  the  smoke  of  shells  bursting 
on  Mont  Houy  and  Eamars  where  fighting  by  the  51st  Division  is 
in  progress.  It  is  necessary,  however,  to  go  up  the  road  to  le  Petit 
Couvent  before  the  spires  of  Valenciennes  come  into  view.  North¬ 
ward  the  land  is  quite  open,  except  for  a  village  or  two  in  the  middle 
distance,  beyond  which  it  falls  away  to  a  dark  fringe  of  woods  on  the 
horizon.  This  forms  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Forets  de  Vicoigne 
and  de  Raismes  which  extend  for  six  miles  to  the  Scheldt  River, 
opposite  Conde  and  are  now  in  our  possession. 

The  Scheldt  as  far  as  Avelghem  appears,  in  fact,  to  be  the  line 
to  which  the  Germans  have  now  retired,  which  line  continues  north 
by  way  of  Waereghem,  the  Lys  River  and  Deynze  Canal  to  the 
Dutch  border. 

On  the  American  front  the  enemy  is  still  yielding  ground  grudg¬ 
ingly  and  only  after  heavy  fighting.  Opposite  the  French  he  is  behind 
the  Hunding  Line,  Oise  River  and  the  Oise-Sambre  Canal.  The 
Fourth  British  Army  have  backed  him  into  the  Foret  de  Mormal 
and  the  Third  have  reached  the  mediaeval  fortress  Le  Quesnoy. 
C  Company  during  the  day  at  last  finished  the  Pont  Rade  light 
railway  bridge.  By  reason  of  its  length  and  the  necessity  for  salving 
practically  all  material  used,  the  work  absorbed  an  unusual  amount 
of  labour.  The  north  and  south  approaches,  built  across  dry  marsh, 
are  respectively  180  and  86  feet  long  and  the  canal  trestle  is  supported 
on  three-pile  bents.  Spans  vary  from  13  to  15  ft.  in  length.  In  all 
cases,  track  ties  rest  on  ten  lines  of  old  rail.  There  are  also  spans  over 
two  small  openings  25  and  19  ft.  wide  respectively  275  and  360  ft. 
north  of  the  canal  tow  path. 

D  Company  moved  to  Marquette  from  which  point  Captain 
McCormick’s  work  parties  repaired  roads  to  Bouchain  and  through 
Marcq  to  Wasnes  au  Bac.  Lieutenant  Abrahart’s  sub-section  double 
decked  Hem  Lenglet  bridge  with  rail.  Captain  Adam  returned  from 
England  and  took  over  A  Company’s  work  from  Captain  Curtis  who 
has  been  granted  leave  in  France.  Corporal  McLellan,  E.  M.,  was 
accidentally  injured.  Captain  W.  S.  Bate  was  struck  off  strength. 

According  to  information  extracted  from  prisoners,  pitheads, 
railway  station  and  canal  locks  in  Valenciennes  have  been  mined. 

2nd  November,  1918 

Last  Sunday,  a  Canadian  Corps  staff  officer  stood  on  the  pedestal 
of  a  statue  in  the  centre  of  Denain  and  took  the  salute  as  troops 
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which  had  released  the  city  from  its  oppressors  marched  past.  The 
staff  officer  was  H.R.H.  The  Prince  of  Wales.  A  trifle  over  two  cen¬ 
turies  ago,  a  scene  not  greatly  dissimilar  may  have  been  enacted  on 
the  same  spot,  Marshall  Villars,  to  whom  the  statue  was  subsequently 
erected,  having  defeated  about  that  time,  an  army  of  heterogeneous 
Teutons  under  Prince  Eugene.  Weather  on  the  present  occasion 
was  fine  and  the  whole  population,  civilian  and  soldier,  including 
many  from  A  and  B  Companies  not  on  duty,  turned  out.  A  thanks¬ 
giving  service  was  held  in  the  church. 

C  Company  during  the  day  attended  a  bathing  parade  at  Mar¬ 
quette  and  started  a  course  of  training.  An  officer  was  dispatched 
to  wangle  football  and  baseball  equipment.  Work  on  light  railways 
was  handed  over  to  the  2nd  Battalion  C.E.  First  Army  announced 
removal  by  four  R.E.  Tunnelling  Companies  of  over  2,000  enemy 
land  mines  and  600  other  demolition  charges  including  booby  traps 
and  delay  action  mines  within  the  past  fortnight. 

The  28th  was  fine.  A  and  B  Companies  collected  material, 
framed  and  erected  bents  and  started  placing  steel  stringers  at  Rou- 
vignies.  C  Company  moved  to  Marquette.  One  officer  and  four 
O.R.  reconnoitred  roads  and  bridges  in  a  portion  of  the  Corps  area 
which  had  been  allotted  to  the  Battalion.  D  Company  took  on  the 
5th  C.E.  Battalion’s  tunnelling  Company  at  soccer.  The  match 
was  a  draw.  Fighting  continued  south  of  Valenciennes.  A  Brigade 
of  the  3rd  Canadian  Division  at  night  took  over  part  of  the  4th 
Canadian  Division  frontage  on  the  left. 

The  29th  was  fine,  cool  and  very  clear.  C  and  D  Companies 
’shunned,  sloped  arms,  formed  fours,  marched,  counter-marched, 
manoeuvred  and  mounted  guard;  varying  proceedings  with  attempts 
at  standing  fast  except  on  alleged  orders  from  one  O’ Grady.  Sports, 
washing  wagons  and  other  fatigues  filled  in  the  rest  of  the  day. 
Lieutenant  McCulloch  was  detailed  to  act  as  Transport  Officer. 
Twenty-one  reinforcements  were  taken  on  strength. 

In  retaliation  for  attempts  by  the  51st  Division  to  capture 
Mount  Houy,  the  enemy  shelled  Denain.  Casualties  were  numerous 
among  civilians  as  well  as  soldiers.  Lance-Corporal  Prosser  was 
wounded  in  the  shoulder.  At  six  p.m.,  the  last  plank  was  spiked  in 
place  on  Rouvignies  bridge,  and  a  light  car  passed  over  it.  An  hour 
later,  the  road  across  was  opened  for  lorry  traffic  and  thereafter 
columns  of  those  vehicles  rumbled  forward,  loaded  with  ammunition 
for  the  forthcoming  show.  The  4th  Canadian  Division  took  over  a 
line  south  of  the  Scheldt  to  the  outskirts  of  Famars.  The  enemy, 
on  the  22nd,  it  is  now  reported,  blew  the  Cambrai  road  bridge  and  lock 
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at  the  west  end  of  Valenciennes  so  that  the  city  is  cut  off  by  hoods 
from  frontal  approach. 

On  the  30th,  C  Company  erected  barriers  at  Brunemont.  A  and 
B  Companies  constructed  sidewalls  and  bracing  at  Rouvignies  bridge. 
Although  its  deck  had  been  designed  to  carry  a  required  concentrated 
load  of  18  tons  per  25  feet,  the  C.O.  was  not  satisfied  regarding 
stiffness  or  stability  of  the  long  central  span.  This  was  accordingly 
reinforced  by  an  intermediate  transverse  I  beam  support  forced  up 
into  contact  with  the  stringers  by  wedges  driven  between  it  and  a  tim¬ 
ber  cap,  the  latter  being  supported  by  five  pairs  of  long  diagonal  oak 
struts  framed  into  it  at  their  upper  ends  and  having  their  bases  bedded 
on  old  masonry  pier  foundations  at  either  side  of  the  canal.  Apart 
from  this  feature,  the  structure  is  a  trestle  of  ordinary  type,  134  ft. 
long,  consisting  of  four  15  ft.  bays,  two  at  either  end,  four  12j/«j  ft. 
bays  and  a  middle  span  of  24  ft.  (now  centrally  supported  as  described 
above.)  Bents  have  each  three  vertical  posts,  two  inclined  posts, 
cap  and  sill,  all  of  10  by  12  inch  oak  braced  with  3  by  12  inch  plank. 
Except  those  supporting  the  central  span  all  rest  on  solid  timber 
mattresses  5  ft.  by  18  ft.  by  10  inches  deep.  They  vary  in  height 
from  2  to  12  ft.  The  central  span  is  carried  on  fifteen  10  inch  and  the 
others  on  fourteen  7)^2  inch  I  beams.  Floor  is  of  3  inch  plank  10  ft. 
wide  between  curbs.  Side  walls  sheathed  with  plank  are  being 
erected  in  place  of  vertical  handrailing  to  minimize  danger  of  a  lorry 
breaking  through  and  falling  into  the  canal.  Rain  fell  on  the  31st. 

News  of  Corporal  Pulliam’s  death  that  day  has  been  received. 
He  was  wounded  in  the  gallant  advance  of  27th  Sept,  but  it  was  not 
known  at  that  time  his  injuries  were  so  severe. 

Yesterday,  November  1st,  was  fine  and  warm.  At  5.15  a.m., 
all  guns  in  the  forward  area  and  on  our  immediate  right  opened  fire. 
The  10th  Canadian  Brigade  attacked  and  captured  the  enemy’s 
strong  Mont  Houy  position  on  high  ground  between  Famars  and  the 
Canal.  On  the  right,  the  49th  Division  carried  its  attack  to  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  Marly.  North  of  the  Canal  the  12th  Canadian  Brigade 
with  elements  from  the  3rd  Canadian  Division  crossed  over  and 
established  bridgeheads  in  Valenciennes.  Large  numbers  of  prisoners 
passed  through  Denain.  A  Company,  its  strength  much  reduced 
by  influenza,  marched  in  the  afternoon  back  to  Marquette. 

Last  night,  under  cover  of  intense  darkness,  the  enemy  retired, 
so  that  to-day,  the  whole  of  Valenciennes  is  said  to  be  in  our  hands, 
together  with  the  suburban  villages  Marly  and  St.  Saulve.  The 
weather  has  turned  dull  and  wet.  Americans  have  at  last  broken 
through  the  Kreimhilde  Line  and  are  close  to  Buzancy.  The  Turkish 
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Army  on  the  Tigris  has  surrendered.  Austria  is  asking  for  an  armis¬ 
tice. 

People  here  say  the  enemy  treated  their  British  prisoners  working 
in  Denain  with  the  utmost  severity.  Always  half-starved,  in  spite  of 
food  smuggled  to  them  when  possible  by  kindly  neighbours, — a 
punishable  offence, — they  continued  to  grow  thinner  and  thinner, 
until  in  too  many  cases  death  ended  their  misery. 

Our  casualties  in  yesterday’s  operation  were  extraordinarily 
light.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  1,300  prisoners  passed  through  the 
cage,  the  enemy  resisted  desperately.  Nearly  half  that  number 
fought  to  the  last  and  were  killed.  Heavy  howitzers  brought  up 
night  before  last  enfiladed  his  position  and  did  fearful  execution. 

The  Battalion,  now  miles  behind  the  advancing  front,  is  carrying 
out  a  programme  of  intensive  training. 

9th  November,  1918 

Sunday  was  fine  and  mild.  The  Battalion  paraded  for  service 
at  Marquette  village  church.  There  was  a  football  match  in  the 
afternoon.  C  Company  won  from  2nd  Brigade  Headquarters  1  to  0. 
B  Company  rejoined  the  others.  The  night  was  moonless  and 
intensely  dark.  Coming  out  of  billets  2nd  Corporal  Plewes,  R.  C., 
fell  down  an  unprotected  well  and  was  seriously  hurt. 

The  Third  Army,  pivoting  on  Le  Quesnoy,  carried  all  villages 
up  to  a  line  due  north  of  that  place,  joining  the  4th  Canadian  Division 
in  front  of  Estreux.  In  Elanders,  French  and  Americans,  fighting 
over  the  battlefields  of  an  earlier  age,  captured  Oudenarde  and 
reached  the  Scheldt  as  far  north  as  Eeke. 

Next  day  the  2nd  Canadian  Division,  having  been  ordered  to 
relieve  the  4th,  the  Battalion,  complete  with  transport,  marched  in 
bright  sunshine  to  Denain.  Results  of  a  few  days  brushing  up  on 
drill  were  noticeable.  One  hundred  yard  intervals  were  maintained 
between  companies.  B  fell  out  at  Wavrechain.  C  and  D  personnel 
found  warm  welcome  in  houses  along  Rue  de  Bouchain  and  Rue  de 
Valenciennes.  A  went  back  to  its  kinds  hosts  of  last  week  in  Rue 
de  Tarieux.  Battalion  Headquarters  was  opened  200  yds.  east 
of  Cite  Bessmer  Halte.  The  Corps’  outpost  line  at  night  ran  through 
Rombies  and  Onnaing  to  Thiers.  Reports  indicated  further  general 
withdrawal  of  the  enemy  in  the  south. 

The  5th  was  foggy  and  wet.  Misunderstanding  regarding 
jurisdiction  resulted  in  a  conflict  of  operation  orders.  Under  those 
issued  at  noon  by  2nd  Brigade  C.E.,  the  Battalion  was  warned  to 
stand  by  prepared  to  move.  Others  received  from  6th  Canadian 
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Infantry  Brigade,  an  hour  later,  provided  that  it  should  carry  on  in 
its  present  location  until  further  notification.  Operation  order  45, 
from  2nd  Brigade  C.E.,  which  arrived  at  3.50  p.m.,  contained  definite 
instructions  for  the  unit  to  move  at  once.  Before  action  could  be 
taken,  however,  a  further  message  in  the  form  of  a  letter  was  delivered 
by  runner  from  Infantry  Brigade  Headquarters  to  the  effect  that  it 
was  to  remain  in  Denain  overnight.  Fortunately,  Major  White, 
calling  at  the  orderly  room  about  6  p.m.,  to  ascertain  why  no  action 
had  been  taken,  was  made  aware  of  the  situation  with  the  result 
that  after  a  conference,  the  march  was  postponed  until  the  following 
morning.  During  the  day,  Lieutenant  Scott  with  his  sub-section 
and  Corporal  Clemson  with  ten  O.R.,  all  from  C  Company,  were 
detailed  respectively  to  2nd  Canadian  Division  and  2nd  Brigade  C.E. 
Headquarters  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  up  billets  in  Valenciennes. 
Captain  Weldon  proceeded  thence  to  secure  quarters  for  the  Battalion. 
Lieutenant  Watts  also  visited  the  city.  Except  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
canal  and  railway  station,  where  enemy  demolitions  and  our  own  shells 
have  messed  things  up  and  flooded  low  streets,  the  place  is  practically 
intact.  Nevertheless,  it  presents  the  desolate  appearance  charac¬ 
teristic  of  all  other  recently  reoccupied  towns.  Apparently  the 
Germans  had  not  time  to  evacuate  more  than  about  two-thirds  of  its 
population.  Out  on  the  Mons  Road  our  line  had  been  advanced 
another  thousand  yards  and  was  reported  to  be  five  miles  beyond 
the  city. 

Pukka  orders  having  been  received  at  1  a.m.,  on  the  6th  from 
6th  Brigade,  the  Battalion  marched  out  of  Denain  at  9  a.m.,  three 
hours  behind  the  main  column’s  head.  A  cold  rain  splashed  down, 
making  the  pave  greasy  and  soaking  everyone  to  the  skin  in  spite 
of  ground  sheets  worn  as  capes  over  heavy  marching  dress.  Some 
amusement  was  derived  from  a  typographical  error  in  orders,  requiring 
men  to  carry  “unexpected”  portions  of  the  day’s  rations.  Motor¬ 
cyclists  dispatched  ahead  met  the  Battalion  at  the  five  roads  in  la 
Sentinelle.  Billets  had  been  arranged  for  in  “Triangle”  Bar¬ 
racks,  Valenciennes,  a  big  new  building  erected  as  a  Polytechnic 
School  immediately  prior  to  the  war  and  subsequently  used  as  a 
hospital. 

In  the  afternoon,  Lieutenants  Youngman  and  Corley  each  with 
13  O.R.  from  C  Company  were  detailed  to  accompany  Brutinel’s,  so 
called,  Independent  Force,  one  half  of  which  had  been  attached  to 
the  2nd  Canadian  Division.  At  4  p.m.,  they  reported  to  Major 
French,  O.C.,  motor  machine  guns  at  the  railway  station  and  loaded 
bridging  material  on  lorries. 
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The  day’s  advance  carried  the  11th  and  12th  Canadian  Brigades 
to  the  line  Baisieux — outskirts  of  Ouievrain— Honelle  River,  the  latter 
being  the  Franco-Belgian  boundary.  There  they  were  relieved  at 
night  by  the  5th  and  Gth  Canadian  Brigades;  the  former  with  the 
sea-going  63rd  Division  on  its  starboard  beam  and  the  latter  in  touch 
with  the  8th  Canadian  Brigade  north  of  Mons  Road. 

At  1  a.m.,  on  the  7th,  rush  orders  were  received  for  D  Company 
to  push  on  as  soon  as  possible  and  detail  two  sub-sections  each  to  the 
5th  and  Gth  C.F.A.  Brigades  with  instructions  to  assist  in  getting 
field  guns  forward  and  to  remain  attached  until  further  notice.  By 
3  a.m.  the  Company  was  on  the  march  and  about  5.30  had  reached 
Onnaing  where  the  O.C.  established  his  headquarters.  The  two  half 
companies  under  Lieutenants  Abrahart  and  Rochester  were  directed 
by  Artillery  staff  officers  to  report  respectively  to  CaptainTaylor’s 
17th  Battery  in  Marchipont  orchard  and  to  the  O.C.  25th  Battery, 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  Gth  Brigades’  mobile  guns  near  Fosse  2. 
By  the  time  these  locations  were  reached,  our  infantry  which  had 
jumped  off  at  dawn  were  through  Quievrain  and  it  was  necessary 
to  move  batteries  forward  to  new  positions  at  the  Sugar  Factory  near 
Carochette  Cabaret  and  Pont  du  Corbeau.  The  two  D  Company 
officers  accordingly  reconnoitred  direct  routes  but  found  the  enemy 
had  in  both  cases  so  skillfully  blown  bridges  and  cross  roads  that  it 
was  necessary  to  proceed  via  the  main  highway  where  shelling  was 
very  heavy.  Lieutenant  Abrahart’s  party  after  escorting  the  18th 
Battery  to  the  Sugar  Factory  returned  to  Marchipont,  and  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Rochester  went  forward  with  the  mobile  guns  to  a  position 
selected  for  them  behind  Quievrain,  but  as  our  infantry  were  then 
working  through  outskirts  of  Flouges  they  continued  on  without 
coming  into  action  to  the  southern  extremity  of  the  village  near  Casino 
Cabaret. 

Motor  machine  gun  parties  leaving  Valenciennes  at  6  a.m. 
proceeded  along  Mons  Road  to  Quarouble  where  the  detachment 
under  Lieutenant  Corley  made  a  passageway  around  a  crater.  He 
himself  thoroughly  explored  country  to  the  south  but  had  to  report 
all  routes  in  that  direction  effectually  blocked  against  lorry  traffic. 
He  accordingly  joined  forces  with  Lieutenant  Youngman  who  had 
started  work  at  7.30  a.m.  on  another  huge  road  crater,  18  ft.  deep, 
that  extended  across  the  highway  1,000  yards  ahead  of  the  village. 
Using  what  material  could  be  collected  close  at  hand,  by  1.30  p.m., 
a  crib  pier  bridge,  with  tramway  rail  stringers  was  completed  across 
the  opening.  Further  back,  two  other  craters  had  been  partly  filled, 
one  in  Onnaing  and  the  other  near  a  Chateau  1,000  yds  to  the  east. 
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At  8  p.m.,  Lieutenant  Adam  with  93  O.R.  from  A  Company  was 
dispatched  to  make  these  passable  for  two-way  traffic.  The  work, 
difficult  on  account  of  distance  material  had  to  be  transported,  was 
not  facilitated  by  nor  did  it  facilitate  the  interminable  passage  of 
men,  horses,  guns  and  vehicles  of  every  type  known  in  the  Army 
which  continued  to  press  eastward  all  day  long.  So  great  was  the 
jam  of  traffic  during  the  afternoon  and  so  frequent  the  blocks  that 
B  Company,  the  remainder  of  A,  and  the  remainder  of  C  with  Batta¬ 
lion  Headquarters,  leaving  respectively  at  3.30  p.m.,  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m. 
took  six  hours  to  cover  five  miles.  One  lorry  with  Q.M.  Stores  took 
ten  hours.  A  piano,  which  had  somehow  become  part  of  C  Company’s 
impedimenta,  during  a  halt  near  Cambrai,  had  reluctantly  to  be  left 
behind.  Rain  fell  at  intervals  during  the  march.  A,  C  and  D  Com¬ 
panies  found  billets  in  Onnaing;  B  Company  and  Battalion  Head¬ 
quarters  in  Quarouble  near  the  church. 

Lieutenants  Youngman  and  Corley  escorted  their  machine  gun 
lorries  as  far  as  the  Audregnies-Hensies  Road,  at  which  point  further 
progress  was  arrested  by  another  crater.  Both  detachments  then 
returned  for  the  night  to  Quievrain  where  Lieutenant  Rochester’s 
party  also  found  billets.  Lieutenant  Abrahart  remained  at  Marchi- 
pont. 

Before  midnight  most  of  the  4th  C.I.  Brigade  had  filtered  through 
the  blockade  and  shared  what  quarters  were  left  in  the  forward  area 
with  their  Belgian  occupants  none  of  whom  had  been  evacuated. 

Out  posts  of  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  marked  time  in  Elouges, 
a  mile  in  advance  of  troops  on  either  flank;  the  3rd  Canadian  Division 
being  in  La  Croix  with  its  left  flank  refused  south  of  Conde  Canal, 
and  the  “Navy”  landlocked  in  Audregnies. 

Americans  this  date  reached  the  Meuse  opposite  Sedan;  French 
were  north  of  Rethel  and  east  of  Verviers,  while  the  Fourth  British 
Army  was  in  Bavai. 

The  following  message  (in  French)  was  picked  up  by  wireless. 
“To  the  German  High  Command  from  Marshal  Foch: — If  the 
German  plenipotentiaries  wish  to  meet  Marshal  Foch  to  ask  him 
for  an  armistice  they  are  to  advance  to  the  French  outposts  by  the 
Chemay-Fourmies-La  Capelle-Guise  Road.  Orders  have  been 
given  that  they  are  to  be  received  and  conducted  to  the  place  of  the 
interview.  ” 

Dull  showery  weather  continued  yesterday.  Before  dawn  the 
7th  C.I.  Brigade  began  moving  and  by  midday  was  in  Bois  d’Hainin 
while  the  9th  had  cleared  the  canal  bank  as  far  as  St.  Aybert.  Recon¬ 
naissance  by  Lieutenants  Youngman  and  Corley  showed  the  only 
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practicable  route  forward  for  lorry  traffic  to  be  that  in  3rd  Canadian 
Division  territory  by  which  the  enemy  had  just  retreated.  According¬ 
ly,  as  soon  as  the  situation  allowed,  armoured  cars  with  their  C  Com¬ 
pany  escorts  made  their  way  via  roads  to  the  north  as  far  as  Thulin 
which  the  P.P.C.L.I.  had  captured  some  hours  before.  Early  attempts 
of  the  5th  and  6th  C.I.  Brigades  to  debouch  from  Elouges  had  been 
met  with  heavy  artillery  and  machine  gun  fire.  The  advance  was 
nevertheless  resumed. 

On  a  report  being  received  that  the  enemy  had  blown  both  railway 
crossings  of  the  Elouges-Dour  Road,  Lieutenant  Abrahart’s  party 
was  dispatched  to  the  site  which  was  reached  at  4  p.m.,  work  being 
thereupon  immediately  commenced  on  repairs  necessary  to  permit 
guns  of  the  23rd  Battery  to  proceed.  Lieutenant  Rochester  reported  to 
the  15th  Battery  but,  on  orders  from  Brigade,  held  his  party  in  reserve. 

Leaving  Onnaing  at  9.30  a.m.,  A  Company  less  40  O.R.  com¬ 
pleting  work  on  roads,  marched  to  Quievrain,  arriving  at  noon.  Al¬ 
though  their  new  quarters  were  shelled  during  the  afternoon  the 
men  were  surprised  to  find  the  place  intact,  in  startling  contrast  to 
the  contiguous  French  town  Quievrechain.  In  the  latter,  mine, 
metal  works,  glass  factory  and  other  industrial  plants  had  been 
wrecked  and  the  whole  place  generally  savaged  with  a  Teutonic 
thoroughness  that  could  hardly  fail,  one  would  think,  to  impress  on 
Quievrain’s  population  the  comparative  leniency  of  its  own  treatment. 
Yet  these  Walloons  spoke  of  their  late  unbidden  guests  with  a  white 
hot  resentment  that  made  the  almost  philosophic  contempt  of  their 
poor  French  neighbours  appear  like  indifference. 

During  the  afternoon,  B  Company  scouted  for  bridging  material 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Blanc  Misseron.  A  Company  stood  by. 
A  mounted  officer  reconnoitred  cross  country  tracks  forward  from 
the  Sugar  Factory  to  Elouges  by  way  of  Fosse  12,  returning  along  the 
road  north  of  Saulsoir  Farm.  At  that  time,  about  3.30  p.m.,  our  sup¬ 
port  battalions  were  in  Elouges,  and  we  were  apparently  holding  the 
Marliere-Saint  Homme  Road  as  a  resistance  line  with  a  post  at 
Au  Repos  des  Chasseurs  Cabaret  which  was  being  shelled.  After 
dark,  machine  gun  fire  and  flares  were  noticed  away  to  the  north  in 
the  direction  of  Pommeroeul  Canal  Junction. 

By  10.30  p.m.,  Lieutenant  Abrahart’s  party  had  the  main  street 
into  Dour  negotiable  by  artillery,  a  passageway  for  guns  being  im¬ 
provised  around  additional  “blows”  due  south  and  300  yds.  east 
of  the  slag  heap  alongside  the  railway. 

Late  last  night  our  outpost  line  ran  from  Petit  Hornu  up  the 
valley  in  front  of  Dour  to  the  outskirts  of  Boussu. 
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Very  early  this  morning  7th  Brigade  troops  crossed  the  Conde 
Canal  east  of  the  branch  to  Antoing  and  swept  the  north  bank  beyond 
Terte. 

Lieutenants  Youngman  and  Corley  with  their  detachments,  after 
filling  in  around  two  craters  and  removing  mines,  found  the  Mons 
Road  clear  and  moved  rapidly  forward  with  infantry  of  the  P.P.C.L.I. 
ahead  of  the  motor  machine  guns.  By  12.45  p.m.  they  were  in 
Jemappes  at  the  east  end  of  which  enemy  rear  guard  machine  gunners 
made  a  temporary  stand.  Reconnoitring  parties  were  sent  out  but 
found  all  bridges  down.  This  information  when  reported  back  by 
motorcyclist  resulted  in  the  advance  being  deflected  to  the  south¬ 
east  in  the  direction  of  Frameries,  which  has  since  been  reached. 

Leaving  Elouges  at  6.30  a.m.,  Lieutenant  Abrahart  reconnoitred 
five  miles  of  difficult  country  with  the  object  of  selecting  a  route  for 
the  5th  Canadian  Field  Artillery  Brigade’s  mobile  field  guns.  Held 
up  at  the  bottom  of  Ravin  d’Elwasmes  by  a  blown  bridge  due 
east  of  Warquignies  Cemetery,  he  organized  a  work  party  of  thirty 
civilians,  salved  some  German  crosscut  saws  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half 
had  a  log  and  fascine  causeway  constructed  and  a  runner  on  his  way 
back  to  guide  forward  the  guns.  Further  reconnaissance  showed 
the  way  clear  as  far  as  Frameries. 

Lieutenant  Rochester’s  party  after  improving  conditions  at  the 
blown  crossings  in  Dour  and  at  the  three-way  road  junction  north 
of  Cauderlo,  reported  back  to  the  25th  Battery  in  Warquignies. 

B  Company  shifted  billets  at  11  a.m.  from  Ouaroubles  to  the 
south  end  of  Quievrechain  alongside  Fosse  1  and  had  a  sub-section 
filling  shell  holes  near  the  rope  works.  C  Company,  less  sub-sections 
with  Brutinel’s  Brigade  and  details  repairing  houses  in  Valenciennes, 
moved  to  Quievrain,  arriving  at  11.30  a.m.,  just  as  A  Company  pulled 
out  for  Dour,  where  D  had  already  arrived  after  being  on  the  road 
since  7.30  a.m. 

At  1.30  p.m.,  Battalion  Headquarters  left  Quarouble  with  the 
same  destination  in  view,  move  being  complete  at  10  p.m.  when  the 
orderly  room  opened  in  a  house  near  the  church.  First  half  of  the 
march  was  carried  out  in  bright  sunshine  and  the  remainder  under 
a  clear  moon  in  its  first  quarter. 

Captain  Adam  with  79  O.R.  from  A  Company  which  arrived 
at  3.30  this  afternoon  and  is  billetted  at  the  Brewery,  is  helping  to 
fill  an  enormous  crater  extending  from  house  to  house  across  the  main 
thoroughfare.  The  task  is  expected  to  be  complete  by  midnight. 
The  Brewery  proprietor  reached  the  acme  of  popularity  by  presenting 
his  guests  with  a  hogshead  of  beer. 
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Progress  has  been  so  rapid  to-day  that  it  is  difficult  to  know 
what  limits  have  been  reached.  It  is  understood  that  we  occupy 
Genly,  Erameries,  Jemappes  and  Ghlin  with  outposts  some  miles  in 
advance.  The  Fourth  British  Army  has  reached  Maubeuge  and  the 
Fifth  has  entered  Tournai. 

16th  November,  1918 

During  the  night  of  the  9th-10th,  hostile  aircraft  dropped  bombs 
in  the  18th  battery  lines  killing  13  horses  and  wounding  30.  Patrols 
from  the  4th  and  7th  C.I.  Brigades  entered  Ciply  and  Cuesmes. 
Attempts  at  daylight  to  resume  the  advance  were  met  with  unexpected 
resistance.  The  country  was  fairly  open  affording  good  fields  of 
fire;  a  condition  which  the  enemy  was  not  slow  to  turn  to  his  ad¬ 
vantage.  The  19th  Battalion  in  particular  lost  rather  heavily,  its 
casualties  including  three  officers  killed. 

At  7  a.m.,  the  25th  Battery  was  rushed  up  and  came  into  action 
behind  Ciply  Railway  Yard.  Lieutenant  Rochester’s  party  accom¬ 
panied  the  guns,  remaining  with  them  until  it  was  clear  there  would 
be  no  immediate  further  advance  when  his  men  rejoined  the  15th 
Battery  in  Frameries. 

The  5th  Canadian  Field  Artillery,  finding  the  direct  Frameries- 
Noirchain  route  blocked,  dispatched  Lieutenant  Abrahart’s  party 
at  10  a.m.  to  make  good  a  blown  railway  crossing  at  Fosse  du  Nord 
de  Genly  so  that  batteries  might  get  forward  by  that  route. 

C  Company’s  advanced  party  having  filled  a  crater  and  fixed 
up  the  low  level  railway  crossing  north  of  Frameries  Station  moved 
on  to  Ciply.  At  11.30  a.m.,  construction  was  started  on  a  temporary 
bridge  to  replace  one  the  enemy  had  shortly  before  demolished  at 
the  Mons-Maubeuge  road  crossing  of  Riviere  le  By.  The  eastern 
approach  was  filled  with  brick  from  an  adjoining  factory  and  a  pier 
built  of  crib  work.  Steel  from  the  railway  tracks  was  used  for 
stringers.  The  work,  which  was  carried  on  under  more  or  less  con¬ 
tinuous  shell  and  machine  gun  fire,  was  completed  at  4.30  p.m.  and 
the  structure  used  by  all  arms  in  the  subsequent  advance. 

Between  9  and  9.30  a.m.  all  four  companies  moved  forward; 
C  to  Hornu,  B  to  Paturages,  A  and  D  to  Frameries  in  the  vicinity 
of  Rue  de  Commerce.  Battalion  Headquarters  also  moved  and 
reopened  200  yds.  west  of  the  P  in  Paturages. 

From  5.30  to  9  p.m.,  A  Company  prepared  foundations  for  addi¬ 
tional  supports  under  a  long  girder  bridge  which  carries  the  Paturages- 
Givry  road  over  Frameries  railway  yard.  Hostile  attempts  to  wreck 
this  structure  had  only  partially  succeeded.  Civilians  from  Noirchain 
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removed  most  of  the  charges  before  they  could  be  fired.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  they  overlooked  one  which  demolished  the  west  abutment  and 
a  second  which  cut  away  a  section  of  lower  flange  from  the  south  centre 
girder.  Lieutenant  Solloway  forced  his  way  into  mine  premises 
nearby,  against  protests  of  an  excited  concierge,  and  commandeered 
some  cast  steel  columns,  half  a  dozen  magnificent  12"  x  12"  oak  posts 
and  enough  other  timber,  bolts  and  spikes  to  carry  on  the  work. 
Weather  for  the  most  part  was  dull  with  showers.  Late  in  the 
afternoon  enemy  resistance  weakened  and  our  infantry,  by  night, 
was  in  possession  of  Mesvin,  Hyon  and  Eaubourg  de  Bertaimont. 

Dawn  on  the  11th  broke  chill  and  grey.  A  Company  resumed 
work  on  the  Erameries  high  level  bridge  and  was  joined  by  parties 
from  B  Company  which  took  charge  of  reconstructing  its  west  ap¬ 
proach.  Armoured  cars  with  C  Company’s  escort  pulled  out  from 
Frameries  and  ran  to  Nouvelles  where  they  were  held  up  by  other 
blown  cross  roads  and  forced  to  return.  Word  quickly  spread  that 
the  7th  C.I.  Brigade  was  in  Mons,  which  had  been  outflanked  and 
rendered  untenable  by  the  2nd  Canadian  Division’s  occupation  of 
Bois  la  Haut,  a  commanding  hill  south-east  of  the  town. 

At  9  a.m.  orders  were  received  to  the  effect  that  an  armistice 
with  Germany  had  been  concluded  and  that  hostilities  would  cease 
at  11  a.m.,  at  which  hour,  troops  were  to  stand  fast  on  the  furthest 
positions  reached.  Warning  was  issued  that  there  was  to  be  no 
fraternization  with  the  enemy.  So  thoroughly  had  the  news  been 
discounted  that  its  announcement  created  little  sensation.  Heavy 
firing  continued,  winding  up  with  a  salvo  of  all  batteries  in  action. 

Early  in  the  afternoon,  Lieutenants  Youngman  and  Corley  with 
the  motor  machine  guns  started  out  again  and  proceeded  to  St. 
Antoine.  Here  it  was  found  the  6th  Brigade  had  during  the  morning 
pushed  forward  beyond  St.  Symphorien  and  occupied  the  whole  of 
the  Bois  du  Rapois  whence  our  outpost  line  ran  back  along  the  canal 
and  north  through  the  east  limits  of  Saint  Denis.  Mons  was  a  scene 
of  great  jubilation.  A  march  past  was  held  and  the  streets,  gay 
with  flags  chiefly  red,  yellow  and  black,  remained  crowded  with  soldiers 
and  civilians  until  late  at  night. 

Battalion  Headquarters  moved  at  2  p.m.  to  Mesvin,  a  house  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Roman  road  opposite  a  street  leading  to  Hyon 
being  occupied  as  orderly  room.  2nd  Corporal  Korry  was  detailed 
to  take  charge  of  a  party  of  civilian  labourers. 

During  the  day  the  two  officers  and  80  O.R.,  who  had  been 
attached  to  the  5th  and  6th  Artillery  Brigades,  reported  back  to  D 
Company.  Sergeants  Reid,  Metcalf,  Gill  and  Wilcox  together  with 
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Corporals  Bull  and  Ward  were  mentioned  as  having  rendered  parti¬ 
cularly  valuable  service. 

The  Allied  line  between  Switzerland  and  Holland,  on  suspension 
of  hostilities  ran  approximately  as  follows: — Burnhaupt,  Sandernach 
Col  de  Ste.  Marie,  Montigny,  Pont  a  Mousson,  Eresnes,  Stenay, 
Sedan,  Mezieres,  Rocroi,  Anor,  Jeumont,  Givry,  Havre,  Chievres, 
Lessines,  Grammont,  Sotteghem,  Ghent,  Salzaete.  Unaccustomed 
stillness  and  absence  of  flares  were  conspicuous  at  night. 

Lieutenant  Scott’s  sub-section  which  had  been  with  2nd  Canadian 
Division  Headquarters  in  Valenciennes  moved  to  Faubourg  d’ Havre 
on  the  12th  and  repaired  windows.  C  Company  Headquarters  moved 
to  Hyon.  A  and  B  Companies  continued  bridge  repairs.  Remainder 
of  Battalion,  including  parties  attached  to  other  units,  stood  by. 
At  intervals  during  the  day  and  night  tremendously  heavy  ex¬ 
plosions  away  to  the  east,  made  windows  rattle  as  far  back  as 
Frameries. 

On  the  13th,  parties  detailed  to  act  with  2nd  Canadian  motor 
machine  guns  reported  back  to  C  Company.  They  were  warmly 
complimented  on  the  excellence  of  their  work  during  the  advance  from 
Valenciennes.  Bridge  guards  which  had  been  left  at  Hem  Lenglet 
and  Rouvignies  were  recalled.  D  Company  moved  to  Bocage. 
Following  reports  that  the  Division  would  be  one  of  those  selected 
for  the  march  to  Germany  there  was  a  general  tightening  up  of 
discipline. 

A  Company  on  the  14th  completed  repairs  to  Frameries  high 
level  bridge.  At  one  end,  girders  are  now  supported  on  cast  steel 
columns  resting  on  a  grillage  of  timber  laid  transversely  across  rails 
of  the  most  westerly  siding.  Where  the  lower  flange  was  blown 
away  a  strongly  braced  timber  tower  was  built  by  Captain  Adam,  it 
also  being  founded  on  one  of  the  tracks.  B  Company  parties  under 
Lieutenants  Denly,  Clements  and  Watts  completed  the  west  approach 
which,  owing  to  lack  of  material,  was  built  up  of  railway  ties  backfilled 
with  earth  and  brick.  In  the  afternoon,  A  Company  marched  to 
Hyon.  Major  Bishop  returned  from  leave  and  resumed  command  of 
C  Company.  All  men  unable  to  march  eight  miles  a  day  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Divisional  Employment  Company. 

Yesterday,  an  officer  and  28  O.R.  represented  the  Battalion  at 
the  official  entry  into  Mons.  The  Prince  of  Wales  was  present  as 
well  as  the  Army  and  Corps’  Commanders.  The  weather  was 
bright  and  clear,  as  in  fact  it  has  been  since  the  11th.  16  O.R. 

reported  from  the  Pool  to  take  the  place  of  men  struck  off  strength 
for  inability  to  march. 
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Mons 


To-day,  companies  are  busy  with  spit  and  polish  fatigues,  drill, 
kit  inspection  and  other  parades; — all  of  which  is  no  doubt  what 
was  in  the  mind  of  the  priceless  old  general  who  is  said  to  have  re¬ 
marked  on  hearing  that  an  armistice  had  been  signed,  “Thank  God, 
now  we  can  get  back  to  real  soldiering  again.” 

A  noticeable  and  pleasing  feature  of  all  this  highly  developed 
mining  and  industrial  region  is  the  intensive  cultivation  of  every 
scrap  of  soil  not  required  for  other  purposes.  In  some  cases  even  long 
disused  slag  heaps  have  been  planted  with  thickets  of  white  birch, 
so  that  instead  of  remaining  eyesores,  they  have  become  features  of 
picturesque  interest. 

Terms  of  the  Armistice  which  have  now  been  given  out  require, 
among  other  things,  complete  evacuation  by  the  enemy  of  Belgium, 
Luxemburg  and  France,  including  Alsace-Lorraine,  within  14  days; 
also  evacuation  by  his  armed  forces  within  a  further  16  days  of  all 
lands  between  the  German  frontier  and  the  Rhine  together  with 
those  on  the  right  bank  within  30  kilometers  of  crossings  at  Mayence, 
Coblenz  and  Cologne.  The  lands  so  evacuated  are  to  be  occupied 
by  Allied  and  U.S.  Armies,  and  those  beyond  the  frontier  admini¬ 
stered  by  local  authorities  under  their  control. 

The  enemy  while  withdrawing  is  under  obligation  to  do  no 
damage  to  persons  or  property  of  the  inhabitants,  nor  to  interfere 
with  roads,  railways,  waterways,  telegraphs  or  telephones.  Location 
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of  all  delay  action  mines  is  also  to  be  revealed  by  him.  Further 
stipulations  require  immediate  release  of  all  prisoners  held  by  him 
without  reciprocal  action  on  the  Allies’  part,  and  surrender  of  5,000 
guns,  30,000  machine  guns,  3,000  minenwerfers,  2,000  planes,  5,000 
motor  lorries,  5,000  locomotives  and  150,000  railway  wagons,  besides 
restoration  of  all  captured  barges.  All  these  are  apart  from  equally 
severe  naval  exactions.  The  Armistice  is  to  remain  in  force 
for  36  days  from  the  11th  with  provision  for  extension  or  for  annulment 
within  that  time  on  48  hours  notice  being  given  by  one  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  parties. 

23rd  November,  1918 

The  17th  was  fine  and  cold.  Operation  orders  for  the  march 
to  the  Rhine  were  received.  They  announced  among  other  things 
the  following: — The  Canadian  Corps  had  been  attached  to  the  Second 
Army.  The  2nd  Canadian  Division  would  march  in  three  columns, 
as  the  4th,  5th  and  6th  Brigade  Groups.  The  6th  Battalion  C.E. 
was  to  be  attached  to  the  last  mentioned  and  would  come  under 
command  of  its  G.O.C.  at  8.30  a.m.  on  the  18th  instant;  one  company 
to  march  with  the  advanced  guard  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
bridges  and  roads  for  mines,  repairing  them  where  necessary  and 
generally  rendering  them  safe  for  traffic.  Detailed  instructions  were 
laid  down  regarding  march  discipline,  distances  between  units,  com¬ 
pliments,  dress,  equipment,  ammunition,  rations,  forage,  billetting, 
intercourse  with  the  inhabitants,  water  supply  and  sanitary  precau¬ 
tions.  Smoking  on  the  march  except  during  rests,  riding  on  wagons, 
straggling,  absence  from  billetting  area  without  authority,  looting 
and  treating  with  the  enemy  are  forbidden.  Germans,  soldier  or 
civilian,  found  anywhere  on  this  side  of  the  frontier  are  to  be  made 
prisoner. 

All  Lewis  guns  with  the  Battalion  not  being  required,  on  the 
march  were  turned  into  store.  Between  1  and  2  p.m.  Battalion 
Headquarters,  with  A  and  C  Companies,  moved  to  the  chemical  works, 
St.  Symphorien.  The  place  proved  to  be  an  empty  barnlike  structure 
without  heating  facilities  and  had  apparently  been  in  use  recently 
as  a  prison  camp.  D  Company,  which  had  been  selected  for  advanced 
guard  duty  with  the  29th  Battalion  continued  on  to  Villers  Saint 
Ghislain.  B  moved  up  from  Paturages  and  took  over  its  billets  in 
Bocage. 

On  the  18th,  the  march  officially  began.  The  weather  was 
cold,  raw  and  wet  with  an  occasional  flake  of  snow.  B  Company 
rejoined  the  Battalion  which  fell  in  at  10  a.m.  and  proceeded  eight  miles 
to  St.  Vaast.  The  starting  point  at  Bray  cross  roads  was  passed 
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Above:  :  Some  B  Company  veterans 
Below  :  St.  Vaast 

at  noon.  At  intervals  along  the  highway  singly  and  in  groups,  came 
a  disjointed  but  endless  procession  of  released  prisoners  of  war.  The 
thin  wasted  figures  in  uncouth  garments,  to  which  half  the  nations 
of  Europe  appeared  to  have  contributed  something,  brought  home 
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to  each  man  in  our  spick  and  span  fours,  a  sudden  realization  of  what 
long  months  of  captivity  might  so  easily,  mutatis  mutandis,  have  done 
to  him.  It  came  especially  as  a  shock  to  have  one’s  salutation  an¬ 
swered  in  English  by  some  preternaturally  aged  and  unshorn  youth 
wearing  German  tunic  with  torn  flaps,  yellow  striped  trousers,  faded 
beret  and  wooden  clogs.  St.  Vaast  proved  to  be  a  mining  town,  and 
all  ranks  found  accommodation  and  a  welcome  in  its  stone  houses. 
Battalion  Headquarters  opened  in  the  mine  manager’s  chateau,  one 
kilometre  to  the  north. 

The  19th  was  dull  and  foggy.  Lieutenant  Rochester  with  20 
O.R.  from  B  Company  reconnoitred  the  Binche-Brussels  railway 
for  land  mines.  Preparations  had  been  made  for  demolition  of  all 
rail  junctions  and  of  the  two  bridges  in  Haine  St.  Paul  Yard.  Four 
truck  loads  of  explosives  were  turned  over  there  to  the  railway  police. 
At  the  St.  Vaast-la  Louviere  highway  bridge,  66  one-pound  sticks  of 
explosive  were  removed  from  I  beam  webs  where  they  had  been  wired 
in  position  flush  with  the  flanges  and  painted  black  to  avoid  detection. 
Two  one-hundred  pound  cases  of  explosive,  each  fitted  with  a  plug 
containing  a  pair  of  electric  detonators,  were  discovered  at  the  Hou- 
deng-la  Louviere  Road  crossing,  and  five  6-inch  shells  with  auto¬ 
matic  delay  action  fuses  beside  a  brick  building,  a  mile  south  of 
Mignault.  From  various  other  places  between  the  up  and  down  tracks 
no  less  than  168  six-inch  and  64  twelve-inch  trench  mortar  shells 
were  removed.  Delay  action  fuses  were  rendered  harmless  by  un¬ 
screwing  caps  and  emptying  acid,  the  purpose  of  which  was,  by  slow 
erosion  of  certain  wires,  to  release  detonating  devices  and  explode 
charges  after  the  lapse  of  a  pre-determined  interval  of  time.  A  and 
B  Companies  paraded  for  baths  at  the  Bois  du  Lac  mine  a  mile  and  a 
half  to  the  north-west,  near  the  summit  of  a  150  ft.  hill.  There  was 
an  abundance  of  hot  water  but  no  clean  underwear. 

The  20th  was  cold  and  clear.  Lieutenant  Rochester’s  party 
resumed  its  search  for  mines,  removing,  during  the  morning,  charges 
from  29  six-inch,  11  twelve-inch,  3  five  point  nine-inch  and  14  twenty 
five-centimetre  shells,  which  had  been  planted  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Mignault  Station.  In  the  afternoon,  it  continued  its  efforts  in 
the  direction  of  Confestu  where  38  sixty-pound  British  trench  mortar 
bombs  were  found,  in  addition  to  82  distributed  elsewhere  along  the 
track.  The  work  was  concluded  by  the  removal  of  15,000  lbs.  of 
explosive  in  100  lb.  boxes  from  a  bridge  over  La  Haine  River.  Bel¬ 
gian  railway  authorities  assisted  materially  by  placing  a  train  at 
the  party’s  disposal.  Throughout  the  whole  search,  Corporal  Glode 
and  Sapper  Sumner,  showed  outstanding  disregard  for  personal 
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safety  in  carrying  out  examination  of  fused  and  apparently  fused 
charges.  As  there  was  again  no  move,  remainder  of  Battalion 
bathed.  Advantage  was  also  taken  of  the  opportunity  to  polish 
up  harness  and  equipment. 

The  21st  opened  with  fog,  but  later  the  sun  came  out  bright 
and  clear.  A  Company  moved  off  early,  joining  the  28th  Battalion 
and  detailing  one  sub-section  for  duty  with  the  vanguard.  Remainder 
fell  in  at  9.25  a.m.  and  marched  under  Major  Harrison  via  Haine 
St.  Paul  to  Courcelles,  passing  the  starting  point  near  Chapelle 
railway  crossing  at  12.35  p.m.,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  29th  Batta¬ 
lion,  and  head  of  No.  2  Company,  Canadian  Machine  Gun  Corps. 
The  C.O.  ran  ahead  in  the  box  car  and  was  greatly  pleased  to  note 
that  no  unit  in  the  4th  or  6th  Brigades  excelled  his  own  in  smartness 
of  turnout  or  march  discipline.  The  country  was  very  broken  and 
thickly  settled,  the  population  being  largely  mining  and  industrial 
in  character.  During  halts  women  passed  along  the  ranks  with 
pitchers  of  coffee  and  other  refreshment.  Few  evidences  of  the  war 
were  observable.  B,  C  and  D  Companies  dropped  out  for  billets 
at  Trazegnies.  Battalion  Headquarters  opened  alongside  a  branch 
railway  into  the  mine  at  Courcelles.  A  Company  kept  on  another 
three  miles,  crossing  a  canal  connecting  the  Sambre  and  Scheldt 
Rivers,  mounting  a  hill  and  halting  in  Gosselies,  a  large  town  with  an 
enamel  factory  and  other  works  which  the  Germans  had  stripped  clean. 

Yesterday  in  compliance  with  orders  received  from  6th  Brigade 
the  O.C.  A  Company  and  Lieutenant  Solloway  set  out  on  motorcycles 
to  search  the  divisional  area  for  guns,  ammunition  dumps,  other  war 
material  and  mines.  Near  Ransart,  250  cars  of  munitions  were  found 
standing  on  sidings.  At  Lambusart,  half  the  yard  had  already  gone 
up  in  splinters  from  the  explosion  of  a  trainload  of  shells.  The  railway 
tracks  in  Auvelais,  however,  were  still  crowded  with  long  lines  of 
box  and  flat  cars  containing  war  material  of  every  description  from 
complete  new  aeroplanes  to  stick  bombs.  One  was  filled  to  capacity 
with  steel  helmets  estimated  to  total  3,000.  Several  that  appeared 
to  have  been  tampered  with  were  thoroughly  searched,  but  no  trace 
of  delay  action  or  other  automatic  exploding  device  was  found. 

'famines  yielded  89  cars  of  munitions  and  other  material,  in¬ 
cluding  two  heavy  guns  complete  with  limbers.  Inhabitants  of 
this  town  are  not  likely  to  forget  the  war  within  many  generations. 
According  to  their  story,  from  which  possibly  some  extenuating 
circumstances  have  been  omitted,  a  patrol  of  Uhlans  entered  the  out¬ 
skirts  on  20th  August,  1914.  It  was  fired  on  and  driven  back  by  a 
rear-guard  belonging  to  the  Fifth  French  Army,  with  some  members 
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of  the  local  Garde  Civique.  For  the  latters’  attempt  to  protect  their 
homes,  the  population  paid  a  terrible  price  when  the  advancing 
army’s  main  body  entered  the  town  next  day;  able-bodied  males  to 
the  number  of  several  hundred  having  then  been  rounded  up  in  front 
of  the  church  and  wiped  out  of  existence  by  machine  gun  fire.  Any 
that  escaped  death  in  the  first  instance,  the  story  goes,  had  their 
throats  cut,  after  which  the  women  were  forced  to  dig  graves  and  bury 
the  pile  of  corpses.  As  a  final  act  of  frightfulness  the  town  was  sacked 
and  its  central  portion  burned.  Little  has  since  been  done  in  the 
way  of  reconstruction. 

Riding  up  the  right  of  way  between  the  east  and  west  bound 
tracks  in  the  afternoon  one  of  the  officers  was  held  up  by  the  rifles 
of  two  Belgian  gendarmes  near  Hamendes  Glass  Works.  Had 
he  not  managed  to  stop  in  time  and  raise  his  hand  the  men  who  mistook 
him  for  a  German  and  were  greatly  excited  said  they  would  most 
certainly  have  killed  him.  The  factory,  which  had  been  turned  into 
a  munition  storehouse,  was  inspected  in  presence  of  a  concierge  and 
found  to  be  packed  from  cellar  to  roof  with  enough  shells  of  all  calibres 
to  run  an  ordinary  war  for  a  year.  A  statement  that  one  room  con¬ 
tained  nothing  but  live  fuses  was  accepted  on  faith. 

Charleroi,  a  city  of  30,000  with  a  contributory  population  of 
double  that  number,  was  visited.  Barges  on  the  derivation  canal, 
said  to  contain  material  looted  from  French  and  Belgian  towns, 
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were  not  examined.  A  daily  newspaper,  released  at  last  from  enemy 
censorship,  expressed  bitter  indignation  because,  after  the  Armistice 
had  been  signed,  a  German  rear  guard  blew  up  several  train  loads  of 
munitions,  incidentally  wrecking  a  number  of  buildings.  It  was  no 
doubt  the  noise  of  these  explosions  that  our  people  heard  in  Frameries 
on  the  12th.  The  town  with  its  picturesque  waterfronts,  clean 
streets,  bright  shops,  and  tramcars  that  have  never  ceased  run¬ 
ning,  stands  out  as  an  oasis  in  a  wilderness  of  mines,  factories  and 
slums. 

During  the  day,  the  C.O.,  with  Major  Stuart,  Major  Richards 
and  Lieutenant  Marshall  went  to  Brussels  by  box  car  to  witness  the 
state  return  of  King  Albert  and  his  Queen.  On  their  way  back  they 
passed  the  battlefield  of  Waterloo,  the  most  conspicuous  feature  of 
which  is  an  enormous  butte,  150  ft.  high,  erected  by  Belgians  to  mark 
the  spot  where  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  wounded. 

To-day,  Captain  Weldon,  who  is  permanent  billetting  officer  for 
the  Battalion,  went  to  Wanfercee.  The  Belgian  capital  was  again 
visited,  this  time  by  the  M.O.  and  as  many  others  of  commissioned 
rank  as  the  Ford  would  carry.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  Gosselies  turned  out  for  a  soccer  match  between  a  local 
aggregation  and  A  Company’s  team.  The  former,  though  at  the  short 
end  of  a  6-1  score,  put  up  a  surprisingly  good  game. 

30th  November,  1918 

On  Sunday,  the  24th,  a  crisp  sunny  day,  the  Battalion  marched 
to  Wanfercee-Baulet,  passing  the  starting  point,  1  km.  west  of  Ransart, 
at  10.13  a.m.  and  proceeding  via  Bon  Air  and  Lambusart.  The  Divi¬ 
sion  was  now  advancing  on  a  two  brigade  front,  distances  of  500  yds. 
between  battalions,  100  yds.  between  companies  and  50  yds.  between 
sections  of  12  vehicles,  being  maintained.  On  arrival  our  men  were 
given  an  enthusiastic  welcome,  a  civilian  band  turning  out  to  escort 
them  to  the  village.  B  Company  with  the  31st  Battalion,  a  battery 
from  the  5th  C.F.A.  Brigade  and  a  platoon  of  cyclists,  which  together 
formed  the  advanced  guard  stopped  in  Velaine. 

Overnight,  the  weather  changed  so  that  when  the  march  was 
resumed  next  day  rain,  falling  in  a  steady  drizzle,  made  roads  slippery. 
Beyond  1  Orneau  ravine,  the  country  is  sparsely  inhabited  and  the 
soil  of  poor  quality.  There  are  also  few  industries  and  no  mines. 
C  Company  with  the  27th  Battalion  at  the  head  of  the  column  halted 
at  Belgrade.  A  had  to  make  shift  in  a  great  barnlike  structure,  a  mile 
to  the  north-west,  while  the  remainder  of  the  Battalion,  together  with 
other  units  of  the  Brigade,  shared  what  indifferent  accommodation  the 
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village  of  Suarlee  afforded  with  the  poor  and  not  too  obliging  in¬ 
habitants. 

There  were  pay  parades  for  all  companies  on  the  26th;  a  special 
Christmas  issue  of  100,  75  and  50  francs,  respectively,  to  warrant 
officer,  sergeants  and  lower  ranks  being  the  occasion  for  an  extensive 
run  on  all  neighbouring  estaminets. 

Fort  Suarlee,  one  of  the  nine  outer  defences  of  Namur,  built  in 
recent  times  after  the  standard  design  of  Brialmont,  was,  of  course, 
a  centre  of  keen  interest.  It  was  the  last  of  the  lot  to  surrender, 
having  held  out  until  August  25th,  1914,  two  days  after  the  main 
position  had  fallen. 

During  the  day,  most  officers  and  not  a  few  other  ranks  found 
their  way  into  the  crowded  streets  of  the  picturesque  old  city  itself. 
A  few  climbed  the  great  fortified  cliff  which  towers  some  500  ft. 
above  the  Sambre  and  Meuse  Rivers  and  juts  out  between  them  like 
the  prow  of  some  gigantic  man  of  war.  Thousands  of  liberated  French 
prisoners,  whose  emaciated  figures  and  hollow  eyes  reflected  only 
privation  and  the  tragedy  of  their  too  recent  captivity,  swarmed 
about  a  trainless  station,  or  wandered  aimlessly,  with  other  homeless 
refugees,  past  gay  shop  windows  in  Rue  d’Ange.  How  the  city  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  support  of  this  throng,  in  addition  to  its  normal 
30,000  population,  is  a  mystery,  since  the  enemy,  at  the  last,  un¬ 
doubtedly  carried  off  all  cattle,  sheep,  poultry,  corn  and  other  food¬ 
stuffs  he  could  lay  his  hands  on.  Nevertheless,  hotels  were  open 
and,  at  8  francs  apiece,  the  de  Hollande  served  a  party  of  A  and  B 
Company  officers  each  with  a  double  order  of  thick  soup,  a  mutton 
chop,  some  salad,  one  potato,  a  small  piece  of  bread,  and  a  pot  of 
beer. 

When  the  march  was  resumed  next  day  the  city  turned  out  en 
masse ,  and  in  spite  of  wet  weather  made  a  brave  show  with  cheers 
and  much  waving  of  bunting.  The  starting  point  was  1  km.  beyond 
the  Meuse  bridge,  whence  the  route  lay  along  the  south  bank  to  Na- 
meche  and  thence  inland  through  a  pass  in  the  hills.  A  number  of 
broken  down  German  lorries  were  passed.  D  Company,  with  the 
29th  Battalion  and  other  details  again  in  the  lead  had  a  long  hard 
march  of  20  miles,  which  brought  it  at  sundown  to  Haillet.  Re¬ 
mainder  of  the  Battalion  dropped  out  at  Strud,  a  little  shut  in  village 
whose  humble  inhabitants  cheerfully  stretched  the  accommodation 
of  their  cottages  to  provide  for  their  overnight  guests.  Headquarters 
was  royally  looked  after  at  the  Chateau.  Here,  as  elsewhere  through¬ 
out  Belgium,  the  enemy  had  stripped  the  place  of  all  brass,  even  to  the 
door  knobs;  a  procedure  that  seems  to  rankle  in  the  memories  of 
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these  people  to  a  degree  our  of  all  proportion  to  its  comparative 
unimportance.  No  hay  turned  up  for  the  horses  and  only  iron  rations 
for  officers  and  men.  Corporal  Spalding  having,  with  the  C.O.’s 
permission,  taken  in  charge  an  abandoned  German  touring  car  with 
a  first-rate  Mercedes  engine,  a  good  chassis  but  only  wood  treads 
in  place  of  rubber  tyres,  tinkered  with  it  until  he  got  it  running  and 
brought  it  along. 

Cold  rain,  indifferent  roads,  and  sparsely  settled  wooded  country 
with  low  slate  ridges  running  athwart  the  line  of  march  made  a  com¬ 
paratively  short  journey  on  the  28th  seem  long  enough.  The  starting 
point  1  km.  north  of  Taille  Guery  was  passed  at  10.42  a.m.  At  12.30 
p.m.,  the  column  halted  for  an  hour  while  cooks  prepared  tea.  After 
the  main  body  fell  out  at  Havelange,  where  hospitable  townspeople 
regaled  the  soaking  men  with  hot  coffee,  A  Company  kept  trudging 
on  for  another  six  miles.  Every  bit  of  available  accommodation  in 
Maffe  and  Mean  was  found  to  have  been  preempted  by  the  28th 
Battalion  and  other  advanced  guard  details,  so  that  darkness  had 
fallen  before  a  harassed  billetting  party  had  secured  other  shelter 
in  some  tiny  cottages  at  Gros  Chene  and  in  a  neighbouring  great  walled 
farmstead  that  had  apparently  changed  little  from  the  days  of  les 
quartre  fils  Aymon.  The  primitive  peasant  inhabitants  were  sus¬ 
picious,  grudging  and  sullen  almost  to  the  point  of  open  hostility, 
remaining  aloof  with  their  women  folk  throughout  the  evening, 
huddled  around  the  fire  place  at  one  end  of  a  great  draughty  common 
room,  while  our  cheery  Mark  Tapleys  discussed  their  none  too  plentiful 
rations. 

Yesterday,  due  to  transport  difficulties,  the  Battalion  was  six 
minutes  late  at  the  starting  point  in  Maffe.  The  Corps  Commander 
took  a  roadside  salute  as  the  troops  passed.  After  lunch  the  weather 
cleared.  The  River  Ourthe  was  crossed  below  Petit  Han.  Barvaux, 
a  market  town  of  1,200  inhabitants  on  the  Rochefort-Liege  Railway, 
was  reached  at  4  p.m.  Excellent  billets  were  obtained  in  a  convent, 
where  the  Mother  Superior  and  sisters  could  not  do  enough  to  make 
all  ranks  comfortable.  They  even  gave  up  some  of  their  own  spotless 
bedrooms  to  officers,  who  slept,  for  one  night,  between  clean  sheets. 
Villers  St.  Gertrude,  a  village  perched  on  a  picturesque  ridge  above 
the  Aisne,  a  small  tributary  of  the  Ourthe,  housed  B  Company,  which 
had  taken  its  turn  with  the  27th  Battalion  for  main  and  vanguard 
duty. 

Overnight,  to-day’s  move  was  cancelled.  Just  before  lunch, 
however,  a  staff  officer  turned  up  with  verbal  orders  that  it  would 
take  place.  C  Company  at  once  got  under  way  to  join  the  31st 


The:  ArdEnneIS  :  1.  Havelange.  2.  Barvaux.  3.  Freineux.  4.  Lamormenil 


452 


FROM  THE  RIDEAU  TO 


Battalion  on  its  long  jump  to  the  Bihain  Regne  area.  A  and  D,  with 
Battalion  Headquarters,  fell  in  at  12.30  p.m.,  for  a  march  to  the  twin 
villages,  Freineux-Eamormenil.  Weather  was  clear  and  not  too  cold. 
The  C.O.  and  Acting  Adjutant  went  on  ahead  by  box  car.  B  Com¬ 
pany  proceeded  independently  via  Grandmenil,  and  was  given  an 
enthusiastic  reception  as  the  troops  entered  Freineux.  Church  bells 
rang,  and  the  cure,  a  kindly  old  soul,  presented  his  thanks  and  a  letter 
of  welcome  to  Colonel  Mieville.  It  was  9.30  p.m.  before  the  main 
body,  which  had  halted  four  hours  earlier  for  an  al  fresco  repast  of 
biscuit,  bully  and  tea,  arrived.  The  men  were  not  neglected,  however, 
as  good  housewives  had  coffee  and  warm  kitchens  ready  to  receive 
them  when  the  order  was  given  to  fall  out. 

This  has  been  the  8th  day  of  the  march.  The  Battalion  is  now 
in  the  heart  of  what  was  formerly  the  great  Forest  of  Ardennes,  and 
off  the  main  routes  of  travel.  In  many  places  the  land  has  been 
cleared  for  grazing  and  such  cultivation  as  the  poor  character  of  its 
soil  permits.  There  remains  much  woodland,  however,  and  forestry, 
in  addition  to  slate  and  stone  quarrying,  still  contributes  to  the  liveli¬ 
hood  of  its  scattered  population.  Few  living  cattle  were  seen;  but 
there  were  frequent  evidences  of  the  dreaded  foot  and  mouth  disease, 
carcasses  of  whose  victims  lay  in  fields  at  intervals  all  along  the  road. 

It  is  understood  the  advance  to  the  Rhine  is  to  be  carried  out  by 
the  following  divisions,  all  now  belonging  to  the  Second  Army  : — -The 
2nd  and  1st  Canadian  Divisions,  together  with  the  1st  Cavalry 
Brigade  of  the  Canadian  Corps  ;  the  62nd,  6th  and  1st  Divisions  of 
the  IX  Corps;  the  3rd,  2nd  and  Guards’  Division  of  the  VI  Corps 
and  the  New  Zealand,  29th  and  9th  Divisions  of  the  II  Corps. 

The  Canadian  Corps’  advance  is  to  conform  to  the  following 
time  table  : — 


LIMIT  OF  CAVALRY  LIMIT  OF  INFANTRY 

DATE  ADVANCE  ADVANCE 

1st  Dec.,  1918.  .  .  .Setz-Amel . Beho-Petit  Thier 

2nd  “  “  ...  .  Kronenburg-Krinkelt.  Setz-Amel 

3rd  “  “  ...Halt . Halt 

4th  “  “  ...  .  Waldorf-Schleiden-  Kronenburg-Krinkelt 

Wollensheim 

5th  “  “  .  .  .  .  Effelsburg-Euskirchen  Blankenheim-Schleiden 

6th  “  “  ...Halt . Halt 

7th  “  “  .  .  .  .  Gelsdors-Eechenich  .  .  .  Effelsburg-Satzvey 

8th  “  “  ....Rhine . Gelsdors-Eechenich 


Halt  until  13th  December 
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7th  December,  1918 

Despite  its  late  arrival  the  previous  night,  the  Battalion,  less 
C  and  D  Companies,  fell  in  on  the  1st  at  7.20  a.m.,  and  marched  off. 
D  Company  reported  for  advanced  guard  duty  to  the  31st  Battalion. 
At  the  outset  teams  had  to  double  up  to  get  all  vehicles  across  a  deep, 
wide  valley  on  the  outskirts  of  Ereineux,  and  then  they  required  half 
of  each  subsection  on  the  drag  ropes.  There  were  in  consequence 
long,  uncomfortable  halts  in  the  chilly  frost,  which  covered  spruce 
and  heather  with  rime.  The  country  was  almost  mountainous, 
wooded  ridge  beyond  wooded  ridge  rising  dimly  out  of  the  mist. 
East  of  Odeigne,  by  the  route  followed,  the  land  reaches  an  extreme 
altitude  of  650  metres  between  the  Ourthe  and  Ambleve  watersheds, 
and  is  said  to  be  the  highest  in  Belgium.  It  then  continues  level  for 
several  miles.  After  lunch  C  Company  joined  the  column  as  it 
passed  through  Regne,  which  was  en  fete  with  flags.  The  last  stages 
of  the  march  were  down  a  long,  easy  descent  to  the  Salm  valley  and 
south  along  the  latter  to  Honvelez.  Just  before  reaching  its  destina¬ 
tion  the  Battalion  passed  in  review  before  the  divisional  commander, 
who  was  sufficiently  impressed  with  its  smartness  at  the  end  of  a  long 
march  to  tender  his  written  congratulations  to  the  C.O.,  and  follow 
this  up  with  a  personal  visit. 

Honvelez  proved  to  be  a  tiny  hamlet  of  possibly  three  dozen 
cottages,  into  which  the  whole  unit,  less  D  Company,  which  was 
billetted  in  Beho,  managed  to  crowd,  officers  and  men  sleeping  on 
stone  floors.  Here,  due  to  a  breakdown  on  the  railway,  it  had  to 
remain  throughout  the  two  following  days.  A  Company  sent  an 
advanced  billeting  party  to  Wallerode.  The  weather  was  bleak 
and  cold,  with  an  occasional  drizzle.  To  add  to  the  troops’  dis¬ 
comfort,  food,  which  consisted  entirely  of  iron  rations,  was  scarce, 
until,  with  the  belated  arrival  of  a  train  which  should  have  reached 
railhead  on  November  30th,  the  situation  became  normal. 

On  the  3rd  the  Battalion  received  its  King’s  Colours,  and  next 
day,  when  the  march  was  resumed,  the  “Rag”,  in  custody  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Scott  and  two  sergeants,  took  its  place  in  the  parade  with 
appropriate  ceremony.  A  Company  formed  part  of  the  29th  Bat¬ 
talion’s  advanced  guard,  and  its  subsection  in  the  van  was  among  the 
first  dismounted  troops  of  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  to  officially 
enter  the  enemy’s  country.  At  a  stone  marking  the  international 
boundary  a  mile  beyond  Beho,  Brigadier  General  A.  C.  Ross  took 
the  salute.  1st  Cavalry  Brigade  troops  had  been  attached  to  the 
Division  fop  the  purpose  of  maintaining  liaison  between  it  and  the 
main  body  of  cavalry  one  day’s  march  ahead.  Under  grey  winter 
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skies,  the  sombre  and  rather  featureless  countryside,  with  its  occa¬ 
sional  stone  farmhouse  closed  and  shuttered,  assumed  a  singularly 
forbidding  aspect.  Scores  of  dead  cattle,  sheep  and  horses,  all  in¬ 
credibly  thin,  a  single  long  range  5.9  in.  gun  and  numerous  lorries  with 
a  Heath  Robinson  arrangement  of  springs  in  place  of  rubber  tires,  lay 
scattered  along  the  roadside  and  in  adjoining  fields.  The  only  signs 
of  life,  outside  the  limits  of  our  advancing  column,  came  from  some 
groups  of  children,  too  young  to  distinguish  between  it  and  other 
formed  bodies  of  troops  which  had  passed,  with  possibly  less  con¬ 
fidence  in  their  stride,  four  days  earlier. 

During  the  war  the  enemy  had  joined  up  railways  that  ran  more 
or  less  parallel  to  and  on  either  side  of  the  frontier  by  two  short  east 
and  west  lines.  One  of  these  connects  Born  with  Vielsalm  and  the 
other  St.  Vith  with  Gouvy.  This  latter  came  into  view  from  time  to 
time,  and  with  the  massive  and  permanent  character  of  its  construc¬ 
tion  one  could  not  but  be  impressed.  A  few  miles  beyond  Maldingen 
the  Brigade  Group  entered  St.  Vith,  a  town  of  some  2,500  inhabitants, 
where  all  the  Battalion  except  A  Company  fell  out  and  secured  billets. 

It  might  have  been  inferred  that  a  people  who  so  ruthlessly 
enforced  the  principle  of  vae  victis  would  be  prepared  to  exhibit  some 
of  those  tokens  of  respect  for  the  flags  of  their  late  antagonists  that 
they  had  exacted  for  their  own  national  insignia  when  the  position 
of  affairs  was  reversed.  Correctness  of  such  inference  was  not  borne 
out  by  the  attitude  of  a  few  stiff-necked  citizens  of  St.  Vith,  whose 
headgear,  through  failure  to  rise  with  a  degree  of  promptness  and 
spontaneity  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  had  to  be  forcibly  removed 
by  a  picquet  detailed  for  the  purpose.  Otherwise  the  people,  though 
sullen,  were  docile  enough.  The  Assistant  Adjutant  requisitioned 
25  francs  worth  of  maps  from  a  local  printing  office  just  before  a  staff 
officer  from  Division,  which  was  also  quartered  in  the  town,  com¬ 
mandeered  all  that  were  left,  some  two  thousand  odd.  A  Company 
continued  on,  a  mile  further  north,  to  Allercee,  where  quarters  were 
secured  in  and  near  the  village  gasthof. 

B  Company,  on  the  5th,  moved  off  at  6.30  a.m.  in  a  clammy 
mist  to  join  the  28th  Battalion,  with  Scheid  as  destination.  This 
was  to  be  the  last  occasion,  according  to  orders,  an  Engineer  detach¬ 
ment  would  be  required  to  accompany  the  advanced  guard.  The 
Battalion,  less  B  Company,  paraded  at  8.30  a.m.,  and  marched  to 
Eosheim,  a  total  distance  of  27  kilometres.  A  weak  sun  came  out 
in  the  afternoon,  which  remained  fine  and  mild.  It  had  originally 
been  intended  to  halt  in  the  Hazenvenn-Eanzeren  area,  but  advance 
billetting  parties  reported  no  fit  accommodation  there,  and  indeed 
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the  houses  and  barns  actu¬ 
ally  secured  were  far  from 
satisfactory.  Pointed  hints 
of  possible  unpleasant  con¬ 
sequences  were  even  then 
necessary  before  a  supply 
of  straw  for  the  men  to  lie 
on  was  forthcoming.  The 
route  traversed  fromSchon- 
burg  north  lay  through  a 
rough,  unfrequented  coun¬ 
try  up  the  Our  valley. 
Beyond  Manderfelt  the 
land  rises  in  a  succession 
of  bald  ridges,  near  the 
summit  of  which  Losheim 
is  perched.  Below,  in  a 
tortuous  ravine,  winds  the 
railway  to  Maimed y. 
Nght  had  fallen  before 
companies  were  all  under 
cover.  Battalion  Head¬ 
quarters  occupied  the  house 
of  a  well-to-do  family, 
whose  son  had  recently  been  an  officer.  Early  attempts  to  adopt 
a  superior  attitude  faded  on  receipt  of  a  few  curt  messages  from 
the  C.O.  These  included  an  order  for  all  civilians  to  remove 
their  caps  in  his  presence,  instructions  regarding  his  matutinal  bath 
and  a  demand  for  the  immediate  release  of  three  Italian  prisoners  of 
war  who,  not  having  been  informed  of  the  Armistice,  were  found  at 
work  on  an  adjoining  farm. 

Yesterday’s  march  was  only  some  eight  miles  to  the  village  of 
Baasem,  which  lies  off  the  main  road  to  Stadtkill,  beyond  Kronenburg. 
It  was  reached  before  noon.  As  an  early  mist  lifted,  the  wooded  and 
well-watered  valley  of  the  Kill,  seen  close  at  hand,  lost  little  of  the 
picturesque  attractiveness  it  presented  the  evening  before. 

To-day  the  Battalion  paraded  at  5.30  a.m.  in  a  chilly  fog  that 
blotted  out  the  stars,  and  marched  off  from  Baasem  cross  roads,  a 
complete  unit  for  the  first  time  since  leaving  Denain.  Dawn  came 
as  the  column  reached  the  summit  of  a  high  hill  on  this  side  of  Dahlem, 
from  which  the  view  was  wonderfully  fine.  Beyond  the  Stadtkill- 
Euskirchen  railway  crossing  another  rise  marked  the  height  of  land 
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between  the  Meuse  and  Moselle  Rivers.  The  official  starting  point 
was  at  a  cross  roads  just  outside  Blankenheim,  whose  ancient  timbered 
cottages  face  one  another  at  impossible  angles  across  crooked  streets 
from  which  rises  a  wooded  cliff  crowned  by  the  ruin  of  a  mediaeval 
castle.  The  Battalion  entered  the  place  through  an  archway  under 
the  Hirtenturm  or  Shepherd’s  Tower,  and  emerged  by  way  of  St. 
George’s  Tor,  a  similar  opening  at  the  north  end.  Near  the  latter, 
in  a  walled  pool,  rises  the  river  Ahr,  whose  valley,  lower  down,  is 
famous  the  world  over  for  its  red  wines  and  the  medicinal  properties 
of  its  Apollinaris  water.  Lieutenant  Colonel  McIntyre  and  Major 
Gwynn  came  along  during  the  noon  halt  near  Tondorf  and  joined  our 
officers  at  lunch. 

Bouderath,  at  the  top  of  a  steep  hill,  originally  designated  as 
terminus  for  the  day’s  march,  having  been  reported  unsuitable, 
Battalion  Headquarters  halted  for  the  night  at  Holsmulheim,  com¬ 
panies  continuing  on  to  Shonau,  where  all  ranks  are  now  comfortably 
housed. 

14th  December,  1918 

The  8th  was  a  fine,  mild,  windless  day.  Shortly  after  9  a.m., 
A,  B,  C,  and  D  Companies  fell  in  along  the  deserted  main  street  of 
Shonau.  As  Battalion  Headquarters  with  the  colour  party  arrived 
and  took  its  place  in  the  column,  the  lines  clicked  to  attention  and 
sloped  arms.  Route  for  the  day’s  march  lay  almost  due  north,  down 
the  Erft  valley  to  Iversheim,  and  thence  slightly  east  of  north  through 
Weingarten,  Stotzheim,  Kuchenheim  and  Weidesheim  to  Esch. 
Wooden  shutters  were  being  opened  by  late  rising  hausfraus  as  the 
measured  tramp  of  service  boots  broke  Eicherscheid’s  Sunday  quiet. 
A  mile  and  a  half  further  on  the  Battalion  passed  through  the  quaint 
old  18th  century  town  of  Munstereifel,  entering  by  the  Werther  and 
leaving  by  the  Orcheimer  Tor.  Its  fortifications  and  castle,  like 
those  of  Blankenheim,  are  said  to  have  been  destroyed  during  the 
French  occupation  of  1794-1799.  The  ancient  houses,  which  shelter 
a  population  of  some  2800,  have  been  well  restored,  so  that  they 
doubtless  present  much  the  same  appearance  as  when  the  army  of 
Marshal  Jourdain  marched  under  their  overhanging  gables  124  years 
ago,  on  its  now  almost  forgotten  trek  from  Namur  to  the  Rhine. 
Until  a  few  days  ago  the  place  was  a  German  military  centre. 

After  lunch,  the  valley  widened  out  with  populous  villages  set 
between  extensive  fields  of  yellow  stubble  from  which  rose  huge 
stacks  of  new  straw.  Later  stages  of  the  20-mile  march  were 
eased  by  a  couple  of  passing  lorries,  which  by  arrangement  took  on 
board  the  men’s  packs. 
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Good  billets  were  secured  in  Esch.  Battalion  Headquarters 
opened  in  the  Burgomaster’s  house.  33%  of  the  male  population  of 
the  place  were  ordered  by  the  C.O.  to  turn  out  and  clean  the  streets. 

There  was  no  move  on  the  9th.  Most  of  the  adult  citizens, 
women  as  well  as  men,  turned  out  for  the  funeral  of  a  German  soldier. 
By  permission  of  Colonel  Mieville,  German  flags  were  carried  in  the 
procession,  which  was  preceded  by  a  band.  Brigadier-General  Ross 
called  shortly  after  lunch  and  cancelled  orders,  previously  issued, 
which  had  provided  for  five  days’  rest.  Showers  fell  late  in  the  after¬ 
noon. 

The  march  was  resumed  on  the  10th  under  a  lowering  sky  that 
again  dissolved  in  rain.  The  Battalion  took  its  place  in  the  column 
between  the  5th  Brigade,  C.E.A.,  and  4th  Field  Ambulance.  Alfter 
had  been  designated  as  billetting  area,  but  this  was  changed  to  Duis- 
dorf,  which  was  reached  via  Ollheim,  Miel,  and  Buschoven,  about 
dusk.  The  1st  Cavalry  Brigade  having  appropriated  most  of  the 
available  accommodation,  billetting  parties  had  trouble  in  getting 
even  indifferent  quarters  for  their  men.  A  Company  officers  found 
themselves  guests  of  the  village  priest,  who  was  greatly  exercised 
because  a  military  policeman  had  seized  his  bicycle,  for  which  he  had 
neglected  to  obtain  a  permit.  Some  of  these  people  with  petty 
grievances  should  be  sent  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  devastated  towns  of 
France. 

As  the  column  was  about  to  move  off,  shortly  after  10  a.m.  on 
the  11th,  the  Corps  Commander  passed  and  was  given  the  customary 
salute.  The  march  this  day  was  only  to  Kessenich,  a  southern 
suburb  of  Bonn,  reached  before  noon.  Weather  was  dull.  Officers 
secured  billets  in  houses  of  well-to-do  residents.  Other  ranks  of 
A,  B  and  C  Companies  occupied  a  large  school,  which  was  converted 
into  a  temporary  barracks  and  made  comfortable  with  straw-filled 
palliasses.  D  Company  was  similarly  accommodated  in  another 
empty  building  nearby.  Battalion  Headquarters  occupied  part  of 
the  Schloss.  Bonn  itself  was  placed  out  of  bounds  to  all  troops  not 
on  duty. 

Rain  fell  with  quiet  persistence  on  the  12th.  Carpenters  were 
told  off  to  erect  a  saluting  platform  at  the  east  end  of  Bonn  bridge, 
material  being  brought  to  the  site  from  a  city  lumber  yard  in  a  couple 
of  commandeered  German  lorries.  The  1st  Cavalry  Brigade,  in  its 
capacity  of  advance  guard  to  troops  that  are  to  garrison  Cologne 
Bridgehead,  crossed  to  the  east  side.  Germans  were  only  allowed 
to  pass  the  guard  at  either  end  of  the  bridge  on  production  of  a 
pass. 
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Bonn  Bridgb 

Bonn  is  a  clean,  well  laid  out  city  of  some  90,000  inhabitants. 
Notable  features  are  the  University,  formerly  an  ecclesiastical  palace, 
tree-shaded  Hofgarten,  13th  century  Minster  and  market  place  with 
gabled  shops  and  imposing  Rathaus.  Poppelsdorfer  Allee  and 
Coblenzer  Strasse  contain  some  magnificent  residences,  one  of  which, 
the  property  of  the  Kaiser’s  sister,  Princess  Victoria  Schaumbourgh 
Lippe,  has  been  taken  over  as  Corps  Headquarters.  The  Rhine 
itself,  which  at  this  point  is  some  half  kilometre  wide  and  flows 
with  a  swift  eddying  current,  constitutes  the  city’s  chief  attraction. 
Its  shores,  here  and  to  the  north,  are  low  and  flat,  with  numerous 
villages  straggling  down  to  the  water’s  edge,  and  the  blue  silhouette 
of  Cologne  Cathedral  just  visible  15  miles  away.  In  the  opposite 
direction,  steep  wooded  banks  close  in  rapidly,  folding  the  river  from 
view  in  their  sombre  embrace.  Further  back  they  rise  to  the  castel¬ 
lated  peak  of  Godesberg,  and  the  tumbled  heights  of  Drachenfels. 
Under  normal  conditions,  river  traffic  is  heavy.  Now,  only  an 
occasional  Rhine  boat,  with  long  clean  lines  and  raking  top  hamper, 
like  those  of  a  destroyer,  labours  upstream,  towing  a  string  of  barges, 
or  shoots  swiftly  down  with  the  current. 

If  yesterday  was  a  red  letter  day  in  the  history  of  the  2nd  Cana¬ 
dian  Division,  inasmuch  as  it  crossed  the  Rhine  and  occupied  the 
southern  half  of  Cologne  bridgehead;  to  the  people  of  Bonn,  whether 
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they  stood  under  weeping  skies  and  watched  an  invading  army  file 
through  their  streets,  or  went  inside  to  consult  their  calendars  and 
find  it  was  Friday  the  13th,  the  result  must  have  been  equally  depres¬ 
sing.  Many  in  the  Battalion  will  probably  remember  the  occasion 
as  that  of  the  most  trying  march  in  their  career.  Early  hours  were 
occupied  with  cleaning  up  fatigues,  inspections  and  other  parades. 
Every  bit  of  metal  on  man,  horse  and  vehicle  had  been  polished  until 
it  sparkled. 

Companies  fell  in  on  Sandt  Strasse  at  11.20  a.m.,  and  moved  to 
the  starting  point  at  junction  of  Sternenburg  and  Klemens- August 
Strassen,  which  was  reached  an  hour  later.  Here  the  Battalion  came 
once  more  under  administration  of  the  2nd  Brigade  C.E.  Route  to 
the  saluting  base,  at  the  east  end  of  Bonn  bridge,  was  via  Kaiser  Flatz, 
Friedrich  Flatz  and  Brucken  Strasse.  The  march  was  carried  out 
with  men  in  light  marching  order,  bayonets  fixed,  colours  flying  and 
bands  playing.  It  lost  some  of  its  spectacular  effect,  however,  through 
prevalence  of  rain  and  mist.  All  ranks  except  drivers  wore  steel 
helmets,  but,  in  no  case,  greatcoats,  trench  coats  or  ground  sheets. 
Due  to  the  Battalion  being  near  the  column’s  tail  end,  frequent  halts, 
while  other  units  moved  into  position  from  the  flanks,  delayed  pro¬ 
gress.  It  was,  in  consequence,  2  p.m.  before  the  march  past  was 
concluded  and  an  opportunity  given  for  the  men  to  fall  out  in  Rhein- 
dorf  and  have  lunch.  Dismounted  sections  of  Headquarters  and  D 
Companies  proceeded  thence  direct  to  their  destination  in  Mondorf 
via  Bergheim,  crossing  the  Sieg  River  by  flying  ferry.  As  only  a 
single  boat  was  available,  the  other  three  companies,  under  Major 
Harrison,  had  to  make  a  long  journey  around  by  way  of  Hangelar, 
Menden,  Sieglar  and  Eschmar,  so  that  it  was  7.30  p.m.  when  they 
entered  Rheidt,  and  the  last  subsection  of  A  Company,  which  had  the 
furthest  to  go,  limped  into  billets  and  stowed  away  its  rifles.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  two  villages,  possibly  from  not  altogether  dis¬ 
interested  motives,  went  out  of  their  way  to  make  all  ranks  com¬ 
fortable,  even  to  providing  refreshment  of  some  sort  from  their 
scanty  store.  Transport,  which  had  travelled  by  the  main  road 
through  Siegburg  and  Troisdorf,  arrived  about  8. 

To-day  only  necessary  fatigues  have  been  carried  out,  the  men 
being  given  an  opportunity  to  clean  up  and  become  familiar  with 
their  surroundings. 

Mondorf  and  Rheidt  are  typical  Rhineland  villages;  the  better 
houses,  well  built  of  stone  or  brick;  others  generally  with  plaster 
panelling,  open  timber  frame  construction  and  tile  or  slate  roofs. 
Mondorf  has  half  a  dozen  modern  villas  facing  the  river.  Rheidt 
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straggles  for  a  mile  along  a  backwater,  which  forms  a  low  wooded 
island  between  it  and  the  river  proper.  The  populations  of  both 
places  are  largely  agricultural,  and  appear  to  possess  the  domestic 
virtues,  thrift,  industry  and  cleanliness,  which  are  claimed,  not 
without  reason,  to  be  national  characteristics.  Beyond  the  villages 
the  country  is  a  level  plain,  cultivated  to  the  last  acre. 

There  is  an  undoubted  shortage  of  such  common  articles  of  food 
as  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  chocolate,  fruits  and  meat.  On  the  other  hand, 
thanks  to  this  year’s  good  harvest,  there  appears  to  be  a  sufficiency 
of  vegetables,  flour,  oatmeal,  eggs  and  milk;  so  that  nowhere  is  there 
evidence  of  want.  Real  soap  has  become  a  prized  luxury,  the  sub¬ 
stitute  in  common  use  having  proved  a  wretched  failure.  Of  horses, 
cattle,  sheep  and  pigs,  enough  for  breeding  purposes  and  the  bare 
necessities  of  farming  only  have  been  spared.  Comparatively  few 
able  bodied  young  men  are  about,  and  they  have  evidently  just  shed 
their  field  grey  uniforms.  Work  here  as  elsewhere  has  been  largely 
carried  on  by  women.  Shortness  in  supply  of  production  does  not 
appear  to  have  extended  to  the  annual  crop  of  young  Germans.  Little 
tow-thatched  boys  and  girls,  together  with  infants  too  young  for  any 
hirsute  adornment,  swarm  in  almost  every  household.  The  great 
bulk  of  the  population  of  all  villages  hereabouts,  as  indeed  of  the  cities 
also,  is  Roman  Catholic. 

In  the  afternoon  a  party  of  officers  borrowed  the  box  car  and  ran 
into  Cologne,  crossing  by  the  ugly  new  suspension  bridge  south  of 
the  ornate  Hohenzollern  Brucke,  over  which  the  1st  Canadian  Division 
passed  yesterday.  The  9th  Scottish  Division  which,  with  the  29th, 
is  holding  the  extreme  north  end  of  the  bridgehead,  crossed  by  a 
bridge  of  boats  lower  down  near  Mulheim. 

Cologne  has  a  population  of  half  a  million.  The  old  portion  is 
enclosed  by  a  semi-circular  wall,  outside  of  which  extend  the  New- 
stadt’s  concentric  and  radial  streets.  A  visit  was  paid  to  the  world- 
famous  Dom,  or  Cathedral,  where  a  service  at  the  east  end  was  in 
progress.  To  such  a  height  do  the  columns  that  support  its  roof 
extend  that  though  the  choir  was  brilliantly  lighted,  one  could  scarcely 
make  out  details  of  the  vaulting  over  the  nave,  and  notes  of  the  organ 
seemed  to  come  from  a  great  distance.  Pedestrian  traffic  after  dark 
concentrated  in  the  Hohe  Strasse  to  such  an  extent  that  the  few 
vehicles  in  evidence  could  only  make  progress  at  a  snail’s  pace.  Shop 
windows,  dressed  for  Christmas,  were  a  blaze  of  light.  Those  con¬ 
taining  books,  toys,  hardware  and  cheap  jewellery  were  well  stocked. 
Strings  of  doubtful  looking  sausage  appeared  to  be  the  only  staple 
article  of  food  at  all  plentiful,  while  show-cases  of  dealers  in  footwear 
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contained  nothing  but  a 
few  pairs  of  boots  with 
canvas  tops  and  wooden 
soles.  Guests  in  the  big 
hotels  and  restaurants 
were  few,  food  being  out 
of  all  proportion  to  service, 
which  an  elaborate  army 
of  waiters  stood  ready  to 
provide.  Eight  beers,  as 
well  as  unmatured  hock, 
moselle  and  other  Rhine 
wines,  were  fairly  plentiful 
and  reasonable  in  price. 
Here,  as  elsewhere  through¬ 
out  the  occupied  territory, 
civilians  without  a  pass 
must  be  within  doors  after 
9.30  p.m. 

21st  December,  1918 


Sunday  was  fine. 

Church  parade,  at  which 
Major  Whittaker,  Brigade 
Chaplain,  officiated,  was 
held  on  a  piece  of  level  Cologne,  The  Dom 

ground  near  the  dock  in 

Mondorf.  Orders  were  received  covering  work  in  2nd  Canadian 
Eivision  territory.  Each  Battalion  was  made  responsible  for  engin¬ 
eering  service  in  the  Infantry  brigade  area  corresponding  to  its 
numerical  designation.  Strategic  road  junctions,  bridges  and 
railways  were  to  be  reconnoitred  and  plans  made  for  their  demolition. 
Locations  for  extra  bridges  or  ferries  to  facilitate  rapid  concentration 
of  reinforcements  were  to  be  reported  on  by  the  6th  Battalion  C.E., 
with  special  reference  to  the  Hersel-Mondorf  and  Urfeld-Nieder 
Kassel  routes.  For  the  purpose  of  marking  bridgehead  limits  with 
signs  at  all  through  roads,  the  6th  Brigade  area  was  divided  up  and 
allotted  as  follows  : 


D  Company — South  boundary,  to  Bonn-Hangelar  Road 
(inclusive) 
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B  Company — Bonn-Hangelar  Road  to  Mondorf-Sieglar  Road 
(both  exclusive) 

C  Company — Mondorf-Sieglar  Road  (inclusive)  to  north 
divisional  boundary. 

On  the  16th  A  Company  marched  across  country  to  Spich, 
where,  with  other  units,  it  lined  the  road  for  passage  of  the  Com- 
ander-in-Chief,  Sir  Douglas  Haig.  The  C.O.  and  Assistant  Adju¬ 
tant  drove  over  from  Mondorf  for  the  occasion.  Inspection  was 
made  of  a  large  Zeppelin  hangar  near  Kriegsdorf.  Captain  Ashford 
with  Lieutenants  Youngman  and  Fraser  started  reconnaissance  of 
roads  and  bridges.  The  following  letter  was  received  through  Brigade : 

“My  dear  Colonel  Osier  : 

During  the  march  from  Mons  to  the  Rhine  I  have  had  under 
my  command  the  6th  Battalion  C.E.,  and  now  that  it  has  been  with¬ 
drawn  I  think  I  should  express  to  you  my  appreciation  of  the  men’s 
conduct . 

Their  discipline  has  been  excellent  and  their  marching  admired 
on  more  than  one  occasion.  I  do  not  think  they  had  a  single  straggler. 
They  at  all  times  have  been  most  cheerful  ....  They  have  certainly 
set  a  high  standard  and  you  have  reason  to  congratulate  yourself  on 
having  such  a  unit  under  your  command. 

(Signed)  A.  Ross, 

14.12.18.  Brig-  Gen.  C’m’d’g  6th  Can.  Inf.  Bde.” 

Pay  was  issued  this  day  in  marks  instead  of  francs. 

On  the  17th  the  C.O.  left  for  the  U.K.,  having  been  granted  a 
month’s  leave.  Lieutenant  Abrahart  left  at  the  same  time  for  the 
usual  14  days.  Major  Harrison  assumed  temporary  command  of 
Battalion.  Parades  were  held  in  accordance  with  the  schedule  of 
training.  A  soccer  match  between  B  and  C  Companies  ended  in  a 
3 — 3  draw.  A  Company  started  evening  instructional  lectures  in 
the  old  tap  room  of  the  Hotel  Zurlinde,  Rheidt,  with  classes  in  mathe¬ 
matics. 

Showers  during  the  day  continued  on  the  18th.  The  Battalion 
carried  on  with  training  and  sports.  Major  Richards  went  on  leave. 

The  19th  was  fine,  clear  and  cold.  Companies  proceeded  at  set 
hours  to  splendid  baths  erected  during  the  war  as  part  of  a  huge 
munition  plant  in  Troisdorf.  Transportation  was  provided  by  the 
Nieder  Kassel-Mondorf-Sieglar-Troisdorf-Siegburg  electric  tramway. 
The  M.O.,  Captain  Greaves,  went  on  leave,  his  place  being  taken  by 
Captain  G.  W.  Grant,  M.C.,  a  former  student  of  Bonn  University. 
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Most  officers  were  out  yesterday  scouring  the  Brigade  area  for 
information  regarding  abandoned  war  material.  A  bit  of  meadow 
on  Rheidt  Island  has  been  graded  and  converted  into  a  passable 
football  field.  Yesterday  A  took  on  B  and  to-day,  C  Company 
dropping  both  games  by  1  to  3  scores.  Weather  has  remained  fine 
and  cold.  Lieutenant  Marshall  has  been  evacuated  to  2nd  Division 


Rest  Camp,  relinquishing  his  duties  as  Assistant  Adjutant  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Booker. 

28th  December,  1918 

Services  were  held  in  Rheidt  on  Sunday.  Roman  Catholics 
attended  mass  in  the  parish  church;  other  denominations,  a  church 
parade  in  the  town  hall.  Lieutenant  Denley  located  400  sheets  of 
corrugated  iron  for  disinfectors  at  Beuel  and  Ober  Kassel,  and  detailed 
12  O.R.  from  B  Company  to  report  to  the  29th  and  31st  Battalions 
there  for  the  purpose  of  supervising  construction.  The  work  is  being 
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The  Rhine,  Bonn  to  Cologne 


carried  out  by  local  labour  under  a  contract  let  by  the  District  Sur¬ 
veyor. 

Weather  was  unsettled.  Rain  fell  at  night  and  at  intervals  on  the 
23rd,  culminating  in  a  violent  storm  that  lasted  15  minutes.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Naylor  reconnoitred  the  area  between  Mondorf  and  Nieder 
Kassel  for  additional  bath  and  disinfecting  facilities. 

Sharp  frost  on  the  24th  was  succeeded  by  a  light  fall  of  snow 
early  Christmas  morning,  as  that  when  companies  marched  to  Mon¬ 
dorf  there  was  a  sprinkle  of  white  powder  on  the  cabbages  and  myriads 
of  crystals  flashing  in  the  adjoining  stubble.  Services  were  held  in 
the  canteen  building  and  village  church.  Turkeys  failed  to  arrive 
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with  rations,  but  by  dint  of  much  scouring  about  the  country  a  few 
pigs  and  some  poultry  were  purchased  and  these,  with  plum  pudding, 
vegetables,  beer  and  the  customary  trimmings,  made  a  creditable  show¬ 
ing  when  served  up  by  company  cooks  A  Company,  with  Captain 
Miall  at  the  piano,  borrowed  dishes,  printed  menu,  toast  list,  sing-song, 
N.C.O.’s  for  waiters  and  officers  as  guests,  made  its  first  Christmas 
in  Germany  a  memorable  one.  Visits  from  the  Brigade  staff,  and 
between  companies,  with  convivial  gatherings  at  the  various  officers’ 
messes  in  the  evening,  filled  in  the  day.  Captain  Weldon  went  on 
four-day  leave  to  Boulogne. 

Captain  Curtis  on  the  26th  proceeded  to  Bonn  with  16  O.R.  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a  delouser  at  the  barracks  there.  Other 
officers  visited  the  city  in  the  afternoon,  but  found  its  streets  lifeless 
and  deserted.  Shops  were  closed,  and  in  the  few  darkened  restaurants 
that  were  not  out  of  bounds,  no  food,  and  only  thin  beer  or  sour  wine 
was  procurable,  so  the  would-be  revellers  were  not  sorry  to  board  a 
ferry  at  6  p.m.  and  be  shot  swiftly  back  again  to  the  Mondorf 
side. 

Yesterday  there  were  more  bath  parades  to  Troisdorf.  The 
snow  was  all  gone,  but  ground  remained  frozen  solid,  and  small  boys 
were  sliding  on  frozen  puddles  under  a  pale  wintry  sun.  A  party 
under  Lieutenant  Rochester  started  painting  names  of  all  villages 
on  houses  at  either  entrance,  and  erecting  signs  to  mark  bridgehead 
limits  which  have  been  changed  to  accord  with  boundaries  of  German 
communal  districts.  Captain  Morrison  collected  data  for  a  report 
on  water  supply.  Four  O.R.  were  sent  on  command,  to  the  Re¬ 
patriated  Frisoners  of  War  Camp,  Wahn,  for  work. 

To-day  has  been  wet.  Lieutenants  Fraser  and  Corley  reported 
to  the  6th  Canadian  Infantry  Brigade  to  give  advice  on  rifle  range 
construction,  and  Captain  Ashford  to  the  5th  Brigade,  C.F.A.  in  con¬ 
nection  with  erection  of  horse  troughs.  An  order  was  received 
warning  the  Battalion  to  be  prepared  for  an  early  move.  The 
Y.M.C.A.  started  a  canteen  in  Mondorf. 

37  O.R.  were  posted  as  being  entitled  to  good  conduct  badges. 

31st  December,  1918 

Sergeant  Wilcox  was  detailed  on  the  29th  to  report  to  Tank 
Corps  workshops.  Lieutenant  Fraser  with  ten  sappers  went  to  Ober 
Kassel  to  arrange  for  defence  scheme  signs  and  sentry  boxes. 

Rain,  which  commenced  four  days  ago,  and  has  continued  with 
little  interruption,  is  still  falling.  Weather  is  extraordinarily  mild. 
The  Rhine  is  rising  rapidly.  Christmas  in  Germany  is  the  great 
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year  end  festival,  and  there  are  no  indications  to-day  of  preparations 
to  celebrate  the  New  Year. 

4th  January,  1919 

A  weak  sun  shone  during  the  early  hours  of  New  Year’s  Day. 
There  were  no  parades.  Most  of  the  old  Pioneer  officers  attended  a 
reception  held  by  the  5th  C.E.  Battalion  at  Troisdorf.  Lieutenant 
McCulloch,  Transport  Officer,  went  on  leave  to  Scotland. 

Rain,  which  commenced  to  fall  towards  evening,  did  not  clear 
up  until  late  on  the  2nd.  The  Battalion  soccer  team  defeated  the 
5th’s  by  5  goals  to  3.  Captain  Curtis  made  a  bridge  reconnaissance. 
Lieutenant  Airey,  having  reported  the  existence  of  a  large  pontoon 
park  at  Ober  Kassel,  Captain  Ashford  and  22  O.R.  were  despatched 
thither  on  the  3rd  with  instructions  to  erect  two  sections  of  German 
floating  bridge  for  inspection  by  Brigade.  B  Company  went  for  a 
tramp  in  heavy  marching  order.  A  course  of  lectures  on  internal 
combustion  engines  was  started  by  D  Company.  More  rain  fell. 
To-day  has  been  fine.  The  A/C.O.  in  the  morning  took  the  whole 
Battalion  on  a  route  march  through  Bergheim.  Captain  Morrison 
has  made  a  survey  of  and  report  on  all  bridges  in  the  area,  with 
sketches  of  each. 

11th  January,  1919 

After  church  parade  on  Sunday  a  number  of  officers  chartered 
a  steam  launch  and  made  a  trip  up  the  Rhine  to  Konigswinter,  a 
riverside  town  of  4,000  population,  snuggling  under  “the  castled  crag 
of  Drachenfels,”  which  rises  to  a  height  of  1,000  feet.  A  cavern  on 
the  mountainside  is  the  reputed  scene  of  Siegfried’s  fight  with  Hunold’s 
dragon  and  his  release  of  the  beautiful  princess  Gunhild.  So  swollen 
was  the  river  by  recent  rains  that  the  little  boat  could  in  places  hardly 
negotiate  the  current.  The  10  mile  journey  up  stream,  in  fact, 
required  four  hours,  whereas  the  return  trip  took  less  than  one. 
Some  single  and  four-oared  racing  shells  and  a  canoe  gave  a  peace¬ 
time  aspect  to  the  river. 

Warning  order  for  immediate  relief  of  the  1st  Canadian  Division 
and  subsequent  relief  of  the  2nd  was  received.  Captain  Ashford 
gave  a  demonstration  of  German  pontoon  bridge  erection  at  Ramers- 
dorf  on  the  6th.  In  accordance  with  orders,  49  coal  miners  from  the 
Battalion  proceeded  to  Siegburg  en  route  for  Canada  on  the  7th. 
Sapper  Smith,  C.P.,  left  at  the  same  time  on  recall  to  the  Royal  North 
West  Mounted  Police.  The  Battalion  soccer  team  dropped  a  game  to 
the  4th  in  the  afternoon  by  a  1  to  3  score.  The  Chief  Engineer  of 
the  Second  Army  visited  Mondorf  and  inspected  the  east  approach  to 
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the  old  horse  ferry,  going  on  to  Ramersdorf  on  the  8th  to  examine 
the  German  pontoons.  A  few  days  previous  to  the  2nd  Canadian 
Division’s  arrival,  part  of  the  German  Army  crossed  the  Rhine  at 
Mondorf  on  a  bridge  which  had  been  constructed  of  this  material,  and 
immediately  thereafter  dismantled. 

The  Guards’  parade  through  Cologne  with  their  colours  on  the 
7th  was  an  impressive  show.  Companies  carried  on  with  small-arm 
drill  and  the  usual  educational  classes.  On  the  evening  of  the  9th 
the  4th  Battalion  C.E.  concert  party  put  on  a  good  performance  in 
Mondorf. 

Yesterday  all  four  companies  bathed  at  the  Chemical  Works 
below  Neider  Kassel.  The  Acting  C.O.  held  his  weekly  inspection 
and  route  march  this  morning.  The  M.O.  returned  from  leave. 

For  the  first  time  during  the  week  showers  fell  late  this  afternoon. 
Mild  and  mellow  sunlit  days  have  made  the  weather  seem  more  like 
that  of  autumn  than  January.  Water  in  the  river  has  fallen  rapidly 
and  is  now  nearly  normal. 

Ex-President  Roosevelt  died  on  the  6th.  Fighting  in  Berlin 
between  Socialists  and  the  Sparticus  group  occurred  on  the  7th. 

18th  January,  1919 

The  scriptural  injunction  regarding  sequence  of  cleanliness  and 
godliness  was  observed  by  following  up  the  usual  Sunday  church 
parade  with  a  bath  next  day.  A  number  of  officers  went  to  Troisdorf 
to  meet  the  Army  Commander,  General  Plumer. 

Major  General  Lindsay,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Osier,  paid  his 
respects  to  the  Battalion  on  the  14th,  and  complimented  Head¬ 
quarters  on  the  smart  turnout  of  its  guard.  A  Company  officers 
officially  inspected  the  Neider  Kassel  chemical  works.  The  manager 
explained  in  good  German,  bad  French,  and  worse  English  his  method 
of  manufacturing  chlorine  gas,  but  refused  to  admit  that  the  product 
had  been  used  for  lethal  purposes.  Patents  covering  the  process,  he 
said,  had  been  purchased  from  an  English  firm  before  the  war  for 
100,000  marks.  Due  to  fear  of  revolution  on  the  part  of  his  work¬ 
men,  he  professed  gratification  that  an  army  sufficiently  strong  and 
well  disciplined  to  enforce  order  is  in  occupation  of  the  Rhineland. 
At  night  the  newly  formed  6th  Battalion  concert  party  gave  its 
premiere  performance  in  Mondorf. 

Two  days  later,  the  only  occasion  this  week  on  which  the  weather 
has  neither  been  showery  nor  unsettled,  about  half  the  Battalion 
attended  a  soccer  match  between  2nd  C.E.  Brigade  and  27th  Battalion 
team§.  The  latter  were  too  strong,  winning  by  7  goals  to  1.  The 
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concert  party,  for  the  success  of  which  Lieutenant  Booker  is  largely 
responsible,  put  on  its  show  in  Troisdorf  for  the  5th  C.E.  Battalion’s 
benefit.  The  4th’s  entertainers,  assisted  by  a  21st  Battalion  band, 
performed  in  Mondorf. 

Yesterday  Lance-Corporal  Doidge,  J.,  went  on  special  leave  to 
Metz  for  the  purpose  of  looking  up  the  grave  of  his  brother,  E.  L-, 
one  of  the  6th  Field  Company  originals,  who  after  joining  the  R.F.C., 
was  shot  down  and  killed  there. 

After  Battalion  parade  to-day  many  officers  and  men  took  the 
ferry  for  Bonn  to  witness  sports  to  which  entries  from  the  Corps  and 
from  units  of  the  American  Army  gave  an  international  character. 
Canadians  won  most  of  the  events.  Educational  classes  during  the 
week  included  lectures  on  Gas  Engines,  Agriculture,  Arithmetic, 
Trigonometry  and  Mechanical  Drawing.  A  miniature  rifle  range  is 
in  process  of  construction  in  rear  of  Battalion  headquarters.  The 
Peace  Conference  has  opened  in  Paris. 

A  return,  prepared  by  Captain  Ashford,  has  been  forwarded  to 
Brigade  giving  a  complete  list  of  German  bridging  equipment  in  the 
Pioneer  Park,  Ramersdorf,  and  a  detailed  description  of  its  use. 
Pontoons  are  all  built  of  one-eighth  inch  steel  with  rivetted  joints  and 

x  3d2  inch  angle  iron  frames  at  20  inch  centres,  but  have  timber 
rubbing,  lifting  and  skidding  strakes.  78  of  the  pontoons  are  single 
sections  26  ft.  long;  94  are  bipartite  with  14  ft.  9  inch  bow  and  stern 
sections;  and  34  bipartite  with  19  ft.  6  inch  bow  and  stern  sections: 
these  last  being  now  obsolete.  Baulks  for  the  normal  type 
of  bridge  are  20  ft.  long  and  differ  from  the  British  pattern  in  that, 
instead  of  resting  on  a  centre  saddle  they  overlap  the  width  of  the 
pontoon,  so  that  they  rest  not  only  on  the  outer  gunwales,  to  which 
they  are  secured  by  a  pin  engaging  in  a  hold  therein,  and  by  lashing, 
but  on  the  inner  gunwales  as  well.  Due  to  its  lack  of  flexibility  this 
method  of  fastening  is  said  to  have  been  responsible  for  giving  way  of 
lashings  and  consequent  loss  of  considerable  transport,  when  the 
floating  bridge  at  Mondorf  was  in  operation.  There  are  10  complete 
standard  trestles  and  25  of  a  light  (obsolete)  type  on  hand.  Grip  and 
lever  straps  somewhat  resemble  the  old  British  type,  but  work  satis¬ 
factorily.  Transoms  are  lifted  or  lowered  by  a  rack  and  pinion 
device  instead  of  by  the  usual  differential  block  and  chain  tackle. 
Difference  in  type  and  length  of  baulks  from  those  forming  part  of 
pontoon  equipment  constitutes  a  disadvantage.  Material  in  the 
park  includes  chesses,  lashings,  rack  sticks,  oars,  boat  hooks,  anchors, 
cables  and  everything  else  required  for  pontoon  and  trestle  bridges, 
including  wagons  for  their  transport.  German  pontoons  are  heavier 
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than  British,  but  more  easily  handled  afloat.  They  have  a  simple 
type  of  pintle  and  boat  coupling  which  appear  to  be  better  than 
our  own.  The  defective  device  for  holding  the  superstructure  in 
place,  however,  especially  in  a  choppy  sea,  is  a  distinct 
disadvantage. 

25th  January,  1919. 

Events  on  Sunday  included  church  parade  at  Mondorf  and  a 
concert  in  Troisdorf  by  the  6th  for  the  4th  Battalion  C.E.  An 
impromptu  celebration  was  got  up  on  Monday  by  the  latter  Battalion 
to  honour  Captain  C.  N.  Mitchell,  V.C.,  M.C.,  the  first  and  only 
Canadian  Engineer  officer  or  man  to  win  the  coveted  piece  of  bronze. 
Congratulations  poured  in  from  everywhere. 

Three  officers  and  34  O.R.  from  the  Battalion  proceeded  on  a 
two-day  trip  to  Neuenahr,  famous  for  its  mineral  baths,  as  guests  of 
the  American  42nd  (Rainbow)  Division  to  witness  more  international 
sports.  The  weather  remained  fine  and  cold.  Lieutenant  Abrahart 
was  detailed  to  reconnoitre  the  area  to  which  the  Division  is  moving 
for  baths  and  disinfectors,  and  to  estimate  the  hut  accommodation 
available.  Lieutenant  Watts  with  5  O.R.  went  to  Beuel  on  the  22nd 
to  load  a  limited  quantity  of  engineering  material  which  is  being  taken 
along.  Captain  Weldon  was  evacuated  to  hospital,  having  met 
with  a  motorcycle  accident.  The  5th  Battalion  C.E.  gave  a  concert 
in  the  Hall,  Mondorf.  The  Brigadier  paid  the  Battalion  a  visit. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Mieville  arrived  back  on  the  23rd  and  resumed 
command  of  the  Battalion.  Lieutenant  McCulloch  also  returned 
from  leave.  The  concert  party  put  on  an  amusing  skit  entitled 
“Homeward  Bound,”  a  comedy  in  five  acts,  the  scenery  for  which 
was  designed  by  Sapper  Furniss  and  executed  by  him  and  Sapper 
Timms,  V.  R.,  who  is  by  way  of  being  a  bit  of  an  artist.  Lieutenant 
Booker  was  the  “hero.” 

Yesterday  Lieutenant  Naylor  proceeded  to  Troisdorf  for  duty 
with  the  4th  Army  Troops  Company,  A  Company  mounted  a 
guard  at  Mondorf  ferry. 

To-day  the  C.O.  and  Major  Harrison  journeyed  to  Mainz,  which 
is  headquarters  of  the  French  Army  of  Occupation,  and  a  place  of 
some  115,000  inhabitants.  Surrounded  by  vineyards  it  is  a  chief 
distributing  centre  for  the  Rhine  wine  trade.  Wiesbaden,  on  the 
east  bank,  has  grown  enormously  in  recent  years.  It  is  almost  as 
populous  and  is  a  place  of  great  allure,  both  from  a  residential  and 
artistic  standpoint.  Coblenz,  which  is  American  Army  headquarters, 
was  passed  en  route.  It  is  much  smaller  but  magnificently  situated 
at  the  junction  of  the  Moselle  and  Rhine  Rivers. 
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The  players  gave  a  matinee  this  afternoon  for  the  2nd  D.A.C., 
and  a  R.A.E.  squadron  billetted  nearby.  The  promotion  of  Tieu- 
tenant  \  oungman  to  be  Captain,  vice  Captain  Heathcott,  was  posted. 

In  compliance  with  a  request  from  Brigade  for  suggestions 
having  in  view  improvements  in  the  organization  and  equipment  of 
an  Engineer  Battalion,  a  return  was  submitted  containing  in  effect 
the  following  : 

Personnel  :  Increase  and  changes  :  2  Transport  Officers;  2  or 
3  supernumerary  officers  per  company,  but  no  Company  Adjutant; 
a  C.S.M.  and  a  C.O.M.S.  for  the  transport  section.  Rank  and  file 
to  be  divided  into  sappers,  privates  and  drivers,  with  distinction  in 
pay  and  dress;  transfer  from  one  grade  to  another  to  rest  with  the  C.O. 

Motor  Equipment  :  Increased  facilities  for  obtaining  motor 
transport  when  required,  including  supplies  sufficient  for  immediate 
replacement  of  motor  cycles.  Establishment  of  a  Battalion  Mechani¬ 
cal  I  ransport  Service.  Establishment  of  an  Armourer’s  shop  for 
the  repair  of  bicycles. 

Tools  :  Provision  of  track  and  bridge  tools  with  vehicles  for 
their  transport.  Increased  supply  of  carpenter’s  tools;  each  com¬ 
pany’s  establishment  to  include  two  double  tool  carts  instead  of  one. 
Adoption  of  a  standard  method  of  packing  tools  and  provision  of 
separate  containers  for  tools  of  different  trades,  designed  to  fit  the 
carts. 

1st  February,  1919 

Church  parade  for  the  last  time  in  Mondorf  was  held  at  9.30  a.m. 
on  January  26th.  An  inch  of  snow  fell  next  day,  since  when  the 
weather  has  been  generally  fine  but  cold  and  wintry.  A  billetting 
party,  consisting  of  A/Sergeant  St.  Onge  and  a  sapper  from  A  Com¬ 
pany,  each  with  a  bicycle  and  72  hours  rations,  left  Mondorf  under 
Lieutenant  Solloway  before  dawn  on  the  28th,  and  proceeded  by  box 
car  to  Headquarters  2nd  Brigade  C.E-  in  time  to  join  a  motor  convoy 
scheduled  to  leave  the  same  day  for  the  Brigade’s  new  area.  A  work 
party  started  reassembly  of  pontoons  at  Ramersdorf.  Remain¬ 
der  of  Battalion  paraded  for  target  practice  at  the  miniature  range, 
Mondorf. 

Officers  returning  from  leave  usually  come  down  from  Cologne 
to  Bonn  by  the  electric  Rhinebank  railway.  This  line  runs  a  three- 
car  train  every  1^  hours,  making  the  17  mile  trip  in  44  minutes, 
including  stops  and  slowing  up  in  streets  at  either  end.  Coaches  are 
not  unlike  those  on  the  London  underground,  and  are  operated  on  the 
multiple  control  system  with  pantograph  current  collectors. 
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Snow  disappeared  on  the  29th.  Captains  Curtis  and  Adam 
made  a  farewell  trip  to  Cologne  on  the  30th,  all  leave  thereafter  being 
cancelled.  Final  orders  were  read  for  move. 

All  ranks  were  engaged  in  packing  up  on  the  31st.  Officers  from 
the  32nd  Division  reported  to  take  over  billets,  i  his  division  is 
relieving  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  in  the  rear  portion  of  its  area, 
including  Bonn,  Beuel  and  all  territory  west  of  the  line  Meuden- 
Troisdorf-Spick.  The  34th  is  taking  over  the  remainder.  The 
41st  has  already  relieved  the  1st  Canadian  Division. 

This  morning  Brigade  entraining  parties  of  100  men  from  each 
of  A  and  B  Companies  under  Captain  Adam  and  Lieutenant  Denley 
proceeded  by  tram  respectively  to  Siegburg  and  Troisdorf.  Remainder 
of  Battalion  followed  from  Mondorf  at  12.30  p.m.  by  the  same  means 
of  conveyance.  The  main  body  boarded  No.  19  one  of  two  strategic 
trains  made  up  of  German  rolling  stock,  at  Troisdorf.  Entraining 
parties  proceeded  later  with  part  of  the  transport  and  other  units  of 
the  Brigade  by  train  No.  21  from  Siegburg.  Fortunately  straw  was 
obtained  for  the  men  to  lie  on,  as  the  weather,  while  clear  and  bright, 
has  turned  bitterly  cold. 

To-night  the  Battalion  is  en  route  and  will  recross  the  German 
frontier,  having  with  other  units  of  the  2nd  Canadian  Division  com¬ 
pleted  its  term  of  sentry  go  on  the  Rhine. 

8th  February,  1919 

At  5.30  a.m.  on  the  2nd,  the  Battalion  detrained  at  Nameche  to 
find  the  whole  country  covered  with  snow  and  all  roads  coated  with 
a  thin  film  of  ice.  Billets  had  been  secured  two  miles  up  the  Meuse, 
at  Marche  les  Dames,  a  tiny  village  clustering  about  a  deep  wooded 
ravine.  A  chateau  belonging  to  the  German  Princess  of  Arenberg, 
burned  in  1914  by  Belgian  nationalists,  was  rebuilt  by  the  owner 
during  the  war.  Besides  being  famous  for  ruins  of  its  12th  century 
abbey  the  place  contains  a  modern  boarding  school  and  an  artistic 
chapel.  On  the  3rd  the  march  was  resumed  up  river  past  Namur  to 
La  Plante  and  Wepion,  where  billets  were  secured  in  occupied  houses 
and  some  cold  empty  villas  said  to  be  owned  by  absentee  Germans. 
Final  stages  of  the  march  were  carried  out  on  the  morning  of  the  4th 
in  a  light  snow  storm.  Horses  had  difficulty  in  keeping  their  feet  on 
the  icy  pavement.  All  this  wonderful  valley,  which  has  formed  the 
main  gateway  between  France  and  Germany  for  innumerable  armies 
since  the  days  of  the  Romans  and  Goths,  is  studded  with  picturesque 
villages,  magnificent  chateaux,  grim  fortresses  and  castellated  ruins. 
On  either  side  hills  rise  abruptly  in  wooded  promontories  and  sheer 
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cliffs  of  rock  or  incline  back  more  gently  in  long  cultivated  slopes, 
with  here  and  there  a  terraced  garden.  C  Company  crossed  to  the 
right  bank  above  Profondeville  to  reach  its  billets  in  Godinne.  Head¬ 
quarters  and  A  Company  turned  inland  for  a  mile,  climbing  up  a  steep 
ravine  gouged  out  of  the  hillside  by  a  crystal  clear,  much  harnessed, 
little  stream.  This  originates  in  a  spring  fed  pond  on  the  estate  of 
M.  de  Monpelier  at  Annevoie.  Here,  Battalion  Headquarters  was 
established.  A  Company  found  quarters  in  the  contiguous  hamlet, 
Rouillon,  a  single  row  of  houses  tumbling  downhill  between  road  and 
stream  in  a  succession  of  grist  mills,  carpenter’s  shops,  iron  works  and 
electric  light  plant.  All  these  industries  derive  their  motive  power 
from  water  ;  the  2  ft.  x  6  ft.  tailrace  of  one  undershot  wheel  forming 
the  flume  for  the  next  lower  down.  B  Company  kept  on  up  the 
Meuse  another  mile  to  Hun,  where  accommodation  had  been  secured 
for  the  officers  in  a  somewhat  frigid  but  otherwise  delightful  chateau; 
and  for  other  ranks,  in  cottages  and  other  buildings  on  or  adjoining 
its  park.  One  cook  from  each  company  was  dispatched  to  England 
for  work  in  concentration  camps.  On  the  5th  a  conference  of  company 
commanders  was  held  at  Battalion  headquarters  to  discuss  efficiency 
of  R.  E.  technical  equipment.  “BAB”  Trench  Code  books  were 
turned  in  on  the  6th  and  all  lists  of  station  code  calls  destroyed. 
Yesterday  the  first  allotment  of  passes  for  3  day  excursions  to  Brussels 
was  received  and  turned  over  to  four  other  ranks  from  B  Company. 
The  temperature,  which  has  remained  low  all  through  the  week, 
dropped  last  night  to  zero.  Besides  M.  de  Montpelier,  there  are  two 
other  landed  proprietors  in  Annevoie  ;  his  relative,  the  Comtesse 
Feuri  de  Meuse,  and  the  Chevalier  de  Sauvage.  Members  of  all 
three  families  were  out  bob-sledding  this  afternoon  with  officers  of 
the  Battalion  and  from  the  Fourth  Army  staff.  Brigade  headquarters 
is  established  in  Yvoir,  a  charming  little  summer  resort  opposite  an 
island,  formed  by  a  backwater  of  the  Meuse  and  the  River  Bocq. 
Through  a  mile  long  tunnel  nearby  a  branch  railway  runs  east  to  the 
main  Namur-Eibramont  Line.  One  or  two  officers,  yesterday, 
visited  Dinant,  five  miles  further  up  on  the  right  bank.  Here,  in 
1466,  Philip  the  Good  of  Burgundy,  in  revenge  for  an  insult  to  his  son, 
seized  800  of  the  inhabitants,  bound  them  back  to  back,  and  tossed 
them  into  the  river.  Four  and  a  half  centuries  later,  on  August  23rd, 
1914,  to  be  exact,  600  of  their  successors  were  rounded  up  in  droves 
at  various  places  between  Eeffe  Convent  and  Roche  a  Bayard,  by 
troops  of  Von  Hausen’s  Third  Saxon  Army,  and  shot  down  in  cold 
blood  for  alleged  infractions  of  the  rules  of  war  by  civilians,  or  simply 
as  hostages.  This  happened  a  fortnight  after  two  Uhlans  of  the 
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advanced  guard  had  ridden  into  the  town  and  been  made  prisoner, 
and  eight  days  subsequent  to  temporary  recapture  of  the  citadel  by 
the  Erench  148th  Regiment,  from  the  main  body  of  German  cavalry 
which  had  occupied  it.  On  the  23rd  the  battle  of  Mons  was  being 
fought,  and  it  was  intolerable  that  Von  Hausen’s  part  in  the  march 
to  Paris  should  be  delayed  by  a  lot  of  miserable  Erench  rear  guards  and 
Belgian  franc  tireurs,  including  some  50  women  and  25  children.  All 
the  central  portion  of  the  town,  including  the  church,  was  burned. 
Eater,  400  of  the  surviving  population  were  deported  to  Germany.  A 
shopkeeper,  carrying  on  in  a  temporary  shack,  explained  with  much 
effective  pantomine  how  he  had  escaped  becoming  a  victim  of  one 
firing  party  by  dropping  at  the  report  of  its  first  volley  and  sub¬ 
sequently  feigning  death.  Despite  its  semi-ruined  state,  the  town 
has  lost  little  of  its  picturesque  charm,  which  depended  largely  on 
the  background  of  fortress  crowned  cliff,  towering  300  feet  above  an 
irregular  row  of  buildings  fronting  on  the  river,  like  some  miniature 
Gibralter. 

15th  February,  1919 

With  the  mercury  still  down  around  zero,  A  Company  on  the 
9th  marched  to  Ea  Plante. 

During  the  war  the  enemy  had  constructed  a  floating  bridge  at 
Wepion  to  connect  roads  which  climb  diagonally  up  the  hillside  on 
either  bank  of  the  river,  to  Ports  Dave  and  Heribert.  Though  it 
contained  a  cut  portion,  consisting  of  a  pair  of  barges  and  one  section 
of  deck  which  could  be  removed  for  the  passage  of  river  traffic,  its 
existence  after  opening  of  navigation  would  require  maintenance  of  an 
operating  staff  and  continued  withdrawal  from  traffic  of  the  half 
dozen  barges  supporting  the  deep  water  portion.  For  these  reasons, 
and  at  the  request  of  Belgian  civil  authorities,  it  was  ordered  to  be  dis¬ 
mantled  and  the  task  was  turned  over  to  A  Company.  Work  was 
commenced  on  the  10th,  but,  due  to  lack  of  proper  equipment,  will 
require  several  weeks  to  complete.  Barges,  other  than  those  sup¬ 
porting  the  cut  portion,  are  held  in  position  by  cables  made  fast 
ashore,  or  attached  to  heavy  anchors  firmly  bedded  underwater. 
Additional  stiffness  is  secured  for  the  central  bays  by  big  trestle  bents, 
the  legs  of  which,  together  with  some  dozen  or  more  piles  under  the 
steep  east  shore  approach  are  apparently  set  deep  in  stiff  gravel,  of 
which  the  river  bottom  is  said  to  be  composed. 

The  Company  for  the  most  part  is  billetted  in  houses  fronting  on 
a  long  street  facing  the  Meuse.  The  O.C.  and  Captain  Adam  are  in 
a  rather  ugly  but  well  appointed  brick  mansion  standing  back  from 
the  road  in  a  walled  garden.  A  daughter  of  the  house  is  the  wife  to 
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a  German  medical  officer.  A  subaltern  has  rooms  in  the  delightful 
old  fashioned  residence  of  a  Belgian  baroness.  Tied  up  to  the  river 
wall,  in  some  places  four  deep,  are  idle  canal  barges  occupied  by  the 
families  of  their  owners.  Eieutenant  Clements,  with  8  O.R.  from 
C  Company,  has  started  work  on  disinfectors. 

A  circular  from  Staff  requesting  suggestions  regarding  suitable 
limitations  for  the  use  of  horse  equipment  in  future  wars  is  being 
given  attention. 

Captain  A.  E.  St.  Laurent  reported  as  Paymaster  last  Monday, 
vice  Captain  P.  Purdy.  Sergeant  Hazelden  on  the  11th  was  presented 
with  the  Croix  de  Guerre  by  a  General  Officer  of  the  Belgian  Army. 
I  he  weather  remained  cold  and  clear  until  yesterday,  with  brilliant 
sunshine  flashing  from  snow  covered  hills  at  noon  and  projecting  long 
blue  shadows  across  the  valley  at  each  day’s  beginning  and  end.  It 
has  since  been  showery. 

22nd  February,  1919 

There  was  a  church  parade  at  Annevoie  on  Sunday.  Leave  to 
the  United  Kingdom  re-opened  on  Monday  after  having  been  sus¬ 
pended  on  account  of  a  great  strike  which  began  in  London  on 
the  3rd. 

On  the  20th  a  Field  General  Court  Martial  was  held  at  4th  Brigade 
headquarters,  Anhee.  Lieutenants  Airey,  McBeath  and  Booker 
attended  from  the  Battalion.  Sapper  Smith,  Thos.,  who  is  credited 
with  having,  on  one  occasion,  in  Montreal,  defeated  Harry  Vardon, 
was  recommended  as  candidate  for  an  army  golf  tournament  to  be 
held  in  England  on  April  8th. 

Yesterday  word  was  received  that  Sergeant  Wilcox,  S.  A.,  of  D 
Company,  one  of  the  old  Field  Company  N.C.O.’s,  a  man  of 
apparently  robust  physique  and  a  fine  upstanding  type  of  soldier, 
died  in  hospital  after  a  sudden  attack  of  the  ’flue,  complicated  by 
pneumonia. 

In  the  evening  the  “Singing  Sappers,”  as  the  Battalion  concert 
party  is  now  known,  gave  a  successful  concert  in  Rouillon  School, 
which  is  to  be  repeated  to-night.  Brigade  sports  drew  a  large  crowd 
from  the  three  C.E.  battalions  to  Yvoir  to-day.  The  6th  won  the 
pontoon  race,  shuttle  race  and  158  lb.  boxing  bout.  Other  events 
had  to  be  postponed  on  account  of  rain,  which  fell  heavily  at  noon. 
Showers  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  followed  by  mild  weather,  had 
already  taken  away  all  snow.  Helped  by  to-day’s  downpour,  they 
have  swelled  the  river’s  flow  to  such  an  extent  that  stop  logs  have 
had  to  be  lifted  at  all  weirs. 
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1st  March,  1919 

Weather  for  the  week,  up  to  last  night,  has  been  generally 
showery  and  unsettled.  Eieutenant- Colonel  Mieville  has  been 
acting  Brigadier,  vice  Colonel  Osier,  absent  on  leave. 

Due  to  the  prevalent  influenza  epidemic,  all  theatres  and  halls 
have  been  closed  and  an  order  has  been  promulgated  prohibiting 
meetings  comprising  more  than  30  people.  This  has  caused  post¬ 
ponement  of  “M  &  V,  ”  variously  translated  “  Meat  and  Vegetables” 
or  ‘‘Music  and  Variety”,  the  latest  production  of  the  See  Toos 
(2nd  Canadian  Division  Theatrical  Troop)  whose  performance 
“Ca  ne  fait  rien”  at  Namur  Kursaal  last  week  was  greatly  enjoyed. 
Two  members  of  the  caste  are  said  to  have  secured  engagements  in 
a  London  music  hall. 

On  the  24th,  the  Battalion,  by  winning  the  Brigade  soccer  and 
baseball  matches  with  scores  of  2-1  and  5-2,  swept  the  board  for  all 
events  in  which  it  entered,  except  an  officers’  soft  ball  game. 

Lieutenant  Airey,  on  the  26th,  proceeded  to  Brigade  as  Acting 
Staff  Captain,  A  Branch;  adjutant  duties  being  taken  over  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Booker. 

B  Company,  on  the  27th,  marched  from  Hun  to  Namur  and  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Area  Commandant  there  for  work  on  a  new  hut  for 
the  47th  Casualty  Clearing  Station  in  the  city. 

If  there  is  any  considerable  body  of  Germans  completely  dis¬ 
illusioned  regarding  the  war,  it  includes  the  group  of  prisoners  unloading 
barges  alongside  the  R.E.  Park  at  the  confluence  of  the  Meuse  and 
Sambre  Rivers.  Scores  of  capacious  vessels  there  are  packed  from 
garboard  strake  to  hatch  with  the  non-perishable  stock  in  trade  of 
half  the  shopkeepers  in  the  recently  occupied  cities  of  northern  France. 
Giving  the  German  soldier  credit  for  having  pilfered  all  this  loot  and 
stuffed  it  carefully  away  in  captured  hulls,  under  compulsion  and  pos¬ 
sibly  without  enthusiasm,  there  is  no  mistaking  his  utter  disgust 
at  having  labouriously  to  unload  it  all  again  for  the  benefit  of  its  ori¬ 
ginal  owners.  Captured  ships  and  their  cargoes  become,  in  law,  prizes 
of  war.  Both,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the  present  instance  are  being 
turned  over  to  their  owners  as  fast  as  they  can  make  good  their  claims. 
A  Company  borrowed  from  the  spoil  some  heavy  blocks  and  tackle, 
wrenches,  saws  and  grappling  irons,  with  which,  by  dint  of  much 
labour,  they  lifted  one  enormous  anchor  and  some  submerged  steel 
trestle  work  at  Wepion. 

‘‘Daylight  saving  time”  came  into  effect  to-day,  which  has  been 
fine  and  bright.  Under  arrangements  whereby  the  Belgian  Govern¬ 
ment  is  taking  over  practically  all  horses  in  the  Division,  a  number 
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of  those  in  category  D,  suitable  only  for  the  butcher’s  meat,  were 
were  sent  to  the  knacker  from  the  Battalion.  To  suggest  any  other 
disposition  of  these  dear  old  patient  friends  may  not  be  horse  sense, 
but  it  nevertheless  goes  bitterly  against  the  grain  to  yield  them  up 
to  so  unkind  a  fate. 

8th  March,  1919 

This  has  been  a  fine,  sunny,  unsettled,  dull,  showery  week, 
typical  of  time  of  year  and  place.  Captain  Curtis  was  appointed 
Divisional  Road  Officer  with  instructions  to  reconnoitre  and  report 
on  all  lorry  routes  in  the  area,  for  the  upkeep  of  which  the  2nd  Brigade 
C.E.  is  responsible. 

While  attempting  to  fish  the  last  heavy  trestle  bent  out  of  the 
river  at  Wepion,  A  Company  accidentally  upset  a  big  steel  barge, 
which  promptly  sank  in  23^  fathoms  of  water,  giving  those  on  board 
an  icy  bath. 

On  the  5th,  electricians  from  the  Company  repaired  lighting 
and  wiring  fixtures  at  27th  Battalion  billets.  The  “Singing  Sappers” 
moved  on  the  6th  to  Namur  for  an  engagement  at  the  Kursaal  to 
begin  next  week,  at  which  the  5th  Battalion  C.E.  band  will  assist. 
All  horse  drawn  vehicles  are  to  be  turned  in  to  ordnance  at  Auvelais, 
except  a  few  ration  wagons.  Lieutenant  Naylor  reported  there  yes¬ 
terday  on  orders  so  supervise  removal  of  a  quantity  of  explosives 
and,  if  necessary,  destroy  detonators. 

The  Y.M.C.A.  to-day  forwarded  a  cheque  for  805  francs  to  defray 
the  expense  of  providing  comforts  for  men  of  the  Battalion. 

15th  March,  1919 

The  usual  church  parades  were  held  on  Sunday.  Lieutenant 
Naylor  left  on  the  10th  for  the  United  Kingdom.  Officers  with  de¬ 
pendents  there  are  being  granted  special  leave.  B  Company  des¬ 
patched  a  small  party  on  the  13th  to  repair  a  bridge  at  Floriffoux. 

Copies  were  received  of  a  scheme  whereby  existing  divisional 
units  are  to  be  broken  up  and  regrouped,  in  so  far  as  may  be  necessary 
to  allow  each  man  choice  of  locality  in  which  to  be  demobilized. 

B  Company  moved  yesterday  to  Jambes,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Meuse  opposite  Namur.  A  Company’s  bridge  gang,  under 
Sergeant  Hazelden,  succeeded  in  warping  ashore,  pumping  out  and 
refloating  the  barge  sunk  last  week. 

The  O.C.  with  Captain  Fournier  of  the  5th  Battalion  C.E. 
returned  from  Verdun,  where  with  other  2nd  Canadian  Division  officers 
detailed  to  visit  the  battlefields  there,  they  were  guests  of  the  Com- 
jnandant  at  lunch  in  the  famous  officer’s  mess,  which  occupies  one  of 
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the  citadel’s  impregnable  casemates.  Here  the  Etat  Major  gathered 
nightly  during  those  terrible  months  succeeding  February  21st,  1916. 
The  grim  vaulted  chamber  is  decorated  only  with  a  few  flags  and  a 
row  of  medals,  including  a  British  Military  Cross  bestowed,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  French  custom,  on  the  city  as  personifying  the  valour 
of  its  defenders.  Half  encircling  the  town  beyond  the  river  there 
rises  abruptly  a  ridge,  known  as  Fes  Cotes  de  Meuse,  which  shuts  out 
all  view  to  the  north.  This  formed  the  “passeront  pas”  barrier, 
against  the  further  slopes  of  which  rose  ever  encroaching  tides  of  the 
German  advance.  Flood  was  reached  in  June  that  year  with  the 
village  of  Fleury  submerged  and  hostile  attacks  breaking  on  the 
glacis  of  Fort  de  Souville,  crowning  its  summit.  There,  while  the 
storm  shifted  to  the  Somme,  the  situation  remained  stabilized,  until 
October,  when,  by  a  dramatic  French  offensive,  the  whole  enemy 
inundation  was  swept  back  and  the  engulfed  outer  forts  recovered. 
Now  from  the  ridge  the  waste  of  shell  craters  and  tortured  earth, 
extending  as  far  as  one  can  see,  resembles  the  wind-driven  surface 
of  some  prehistoric  ocean  broken  up  into  giant  billows  by  a  cataclys¬ 
mic  upheaval  of  nature  and  suddenly  petrified.  In  waning  light  at 
the  day’s  end,  one  involuntarily  looks  for  the  old  nightly  display  of 
flares  rising  beyond  Douaumont  and  Cote  de  Froide  Terre,  forgetting 
for  the  moment  that  those  sinister  prominences  are  presently 
tenanted  only  by  the  dead;  and  that  their  successors  are  driving 
street  cars,  waiting  on  table  or  standing  behind  counters  in  Germany. 
In  spite  of  its  more  spectacular  topography,  the  Verdun  battlefield 
provided  facilities  for  defence  almost  completely  or  altogether  lacking 
in  the  waterlogged  desolation  about  Ypres.  There,  few  opportunities 
existed  for  concealment,  drainage  or  subterranean  shelter.  Every¬ 
where  here  are  remains  of  half  obliterated  but  dry  trenches,  deep 
dugouts  and  mile  long  tunnels,  such  as  that  built  by  the  enemy  to 
connect  Bois  des  Corbeaux  with  Mort  Homme.  In  confutation  of 
reports  about  the  utter  destruction  of  Forts  Douaumont  and  Vaux; 
galleries,  casemates  and  other  underground  chambers  behind  their 
escarpments  remain  practically  intact.  Alleged  necessity  for  evacua¬ 
tion  of  the  Namur  forts,  almost  without  a  struggle  is,  in  fact,  hard  to 
reconcile  with  the  heroic  defence  of  Fort  Vaux  which  held  out  for 
three  months  under  as  intense  a  bombardment  as  any  in  the  war; 
the  garrison  then,  with  the  enemy  all  around  and  on  top  of  the 
stronghold,  surrendering  only  through  exhaustion  of  its  water 
supply. 

No  rain  has  fallen  this  week.  To-day  the  concert  party  moved 
back  to  Annevoie  after  a  successful  barn-storming  visit  to  Namur 
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in  time  to  give  an  impromptu  performance  at  a  dinner  provided  for 
Headquarters  personnel  out  of  its  share  of  certain  canteen  funds. 

22nd  March,  1919 

On  the  17th,  relief  was  begun  of  all  guards  of  the  2nd  Canadian 
Division  in  its  area,  by  others  from  the  4th  Canadian  Division. 
Remaining  horses  of  the  Battalion,  consisting  of  a  few  field  officers’ 
chargers,  were  dispatched  to  Bruges  for  sale  to  civilians.  Grief  at 
breaking  up  of  the  old  horse  lines  was  not  confined  to  drivers.  “Bob” 
formerly  the  mount  of  one  Field  Company  commander,  when  his 
stable  mate  of  four  year's  standing,  “Nemo”,  was  shipped  off,  refused 
to  eat  or  be  comforted  until  a  span  of  mules,  retained  to  haul  rations, 
was  moved  into  the  adjoining  empty  stall.  Divisional  sports  were 
held  in  the  Stade  des  Jeux  behind  Namur  citadel  on  the  18th.  The 
5th  Battalion  C.E.  gave  a  concert  on  the  20th  for  its  comrades  in 
arms  of  the  6th. 

To-day,  a  field  general  court  martial  was  held  in  Rouillon  to  try 
two  cases  of  prolonged  absence  without  leave.  All  leave,  including 
that  for  men  with  dependents  in  England,  was  stopped  owing  to 
another  threatened  strike.  Bathing  parades  for  A  Company  to 
Namur,  C  Company  at  Godinne,  D  and  Headquarters  in  Rouillon, 
took  place.  Corps’  sports  are  being  held  in  Brussels. 

Weather  has  been  changeable;  bright  and  sunny  one  day,  dull 
and  cold  the  next. 

29th  March,  1919 

On  the  24th,  four  additional  court  martial  cases  were  tried. 
Maintaining  a  civilian  army  in  the  field  long  after  hostilities  have 
ceased,  and  with  little  work  to  be  performed,  is  not  conducive  to 
discipline. 

A  Company  completed  dismantling  its  bridge  at  Wepion.  One 
anchor,  from  which  the  cable  had  become  detached,  had  to  be  left 
in  the  river  bed,  a  possible  menace  to  navigation  in  low  water. 

A  few  men  from  infantry  and  machine  gun  battalions  reported 
on  the  26th  and  27th  for  demobilization  at  Ottawa  with  group  No. 
10,  which  will  be  the  Battalion’s  official  designation.  They  replace 
an  approximately  equal  number  leaving  to  join  other  groups.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Clements  with  25  O.R.  from  B  Company  proceeded  to  Ronet 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  or  repairing  bunks  in  troop  trains. 

Yesterday,  Poethlyn  won  the  Grand  National.  An  R.E.  band 
was  scheduled  to  play  in  Namur  to-day,  but  the  weather,  which  has 
been  wet,  windy  and  otherwise  disagreeable  since  Monday,  is  winding 
up  the  week  with  a  mixture  of  snow  and  rain, 
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5th  April,  1919 

In  spite  of  its  peaceful  beginning,  March  made  a  sufficiently 
lamblike  exit,  to  disprove  universal  truth  of  the  adage  relating  thereto. 
A  Company’s  motorcycle  was  stolen  from  the  orderly  room.  All 
others  were  turned  in,  as  was  the  German  motor  car  picked  up  in 
November.  The  Battalion  is  now  dependent  on  Divisional  Train 
for  delivery  of  rations.  Being  without  transport  and  no  work  other 
than  necessary  fatigues,  companies  are  marking  time. 

12th  April,  1919 

Move  orders  were  received  on  Sunday.  Notwithstanding  many 
friendships  formed  with  its  hosts,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  Division 
had  outstayed  its  welcome.  There  were  in  consequence  few  regrets, 
Belgian  or  British,  when  the  news  was  promulgated. 

Namur,  on  Monday,  was  en  fete  for  the  official  return  of  its 
old  garrison  regiment,  the  13th,  which  marched  in  through  gaily 
decorated  streets  behind  a  band.  The  demonstration  would  have 
been  more  effective  could  it  have  occurred  four  months  earlier; 
and  the  welcome  not  less  spontaneous  if  the  men,  and  particularly 
the  officers,  had  refrained  from  swinging  their  heads  about  so  as  not 
to  miss  any  of  the  applause.  As  it  was,  most  of  the  latter  went  to 
the  27th  Battalion’s  guard  of  honour,  100  picked  men,  immaculately 
turned  out,  sized  and  marching  in  perfect  alignment,  with  eyes 
under  each  steel  helmet  glued  straight  to  the  front. 

A  Company  on  the  9th  shifted  billets  across  the  river  to  Jambes, 
Headquarters,  C  and  D  Companies  moving  up  to  Eooz.  Next 
morning  the  whole  Battalion  assembled  at  Namur  Station  and,  with 
the  5th,  entrained  for  Havre.  Lieutenant  Scott  had  been  detailed 
to  proceed  ahead  with  three  N.C.O.’s  as  advance  party.  One  box 
car  was  provided  for  every  24  men.  Several,  fitted  with  stove  and 
bunks,  were  reserved  for  officers.  Others  were  set  apart  for  use  as 
kitchen,  Y.M.C.A.  canteen  and  baggage  van.  Straw  was  provided 
for  men  to  lie  on  and  candles  for  light. 

At  11.30  a.m.,  the  train  pulled  out.  One  hour  stops  were  made 
at  Charleroi  and  Mons  where  hot  meals  were  distributed  by  the 
cooks.  As  bridges  over  the  Selle  river  were  still  down,  St.  Quentin 
was  reached  late  at  night  by  a  roundabout  detour  through  Vaux 
Andigny.  Yesterday  morning  a  stop  was  made  for  breakfast  and 
another,  outside  Amiens,  for  lunch.  By  late  afternoon  the  train  was 
climbing  slowly  over  the  rolling  grass  country  of  Normandy,  before 
the  Conquest  an  independent  kingdom,  separate  from  France,  and 
later  birthplace  of  many  of  Canada’s  first  white  settlers.  Here  and 
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there  were  observed  decrepit  farm  buildings,  with  ancient  thatched 
roofs,  straggling  bullfinch  hedges  and  century  old  apple  trees  over¬ 
grown  with  mistletoe,  all  showing  the  inevitable  neglect  consequent 
on  4}/2  years  of  war.  Sometime  during  the  night  the  train  pulled 
unto  a  siding  at  Ee  Havre. 

At  6  a.m.,  this  morning  all  ranks  detrained,  fell  in  and  marched 
1^2  miles  to  No.  2  Rest  Camp  near  the  docks.  On  arrival,  the  men 
were  given  meal  tickets,  assigned  huts  where  rifle  and  belongings 
were  stowed,  and  provided  with  breakfast  by  the  Expeditionary  Force 
Canteen.  They  subsequently  paraded  to  a  long  bath  house,  stripped 
for  showers,  had  their  clothes  put  through  a  disinfector,  dressed  and 
were  marched  off  to  another  hut  equipped  with  a  clean  set  of  bunks. 
The  camp  is  most  excellently  managed,  and  has  grown  from  the  half 
dozen  huts  and  score  or  more  tents  which  housed  the  6th  Field  Com¬ 
pany  when  it  landed  43  months  ago,  to  a  semi-permanent  barracks 
with  substantial  buildings,  including  officers’  mess,  wet  and  dry 
canteens,  electric  light,  water  and  sewer  connections,  well  kept  roads 
and  paths,  and  a  staff  which,  through  long  practice,  relieves  regimental 
officers  and  N.C.O.’s  of  practically  all  worries  ordinarily  attendant 
on  arriving  at  a  new  station. 

The  docks  here  are  crowded  with  the  shipping  of  four  continents 
German  built  steamers,  flying  Argentine  or  Brazilian  flags  and  un¬ 
loading  grain  and  coffee,  predominate.  There  are  also  many  8,000 
and  10,000  ton  United  States  registered  freighters,  new  from  the  ways, 
disgorging  steel  rail,  girders  and  lumber.  Crowded  in  among  these 
are  Japanese  cargo  carriers,  square  and  schooner  rigged  Scandanavian 
sailing  craft;  four-funnelled  liners  of  Le  Cie  General  Transatlantique; 
grimy  colliers;  converted  yachts  doing  duty  as  patrols;  lean,  clean 
limbed  channel  ferry  boats,  fretting  at  their  cables;  busy 
tugs  nosing  in  and  out,  and  everywhere  the  inevitable  British  tramp 
with  an  old  red  ensign  trailing  at  the  stern. 

19th  April,  1919 

At  2  p.m.  on  the  13th,  in  bright  spring  sunshine,  the  Battalion 
paraded  and  marched  to  the  S.  S.  “St.  David,”  which  presently  cast 
off  and  slid  out  to  sea.  The  5th  C.E.  Battalion’s  band  struck  up 
the  “Marseillaise”,  eliciting  a  faint  cheer  from  Sunday  loungers  on 
the  jetty.  So  both  units  passed  out  of  France  and  off  the  stage  of 
the  Great  War.  Next  morning  the  ship  was  moving  slowly  up  the 
Solent  under  a  cheerless  grey  sky.  Swinging  at  anchor  were  numerous 
queer  looking  craft: — drifters  lashed  together  in  couples;  new  standard 
cargo  boats;  a  single  masted  mystery  ship  with  a  bow  and  bridge  at 
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either  end,  one  of  each  a  dummy;  merchantmen  converted  into  auxi¬ 
liary  cruisers,  still  in  their  grotesque  but  badly  weathered  futurist 
camouflage,  and  a  big  hydroplane,  squatting  on  the  waves  like  some 
giant  half-frozen  butterfly.  At  a  Southampton  dock  men  watched  the 
“Olympic”  loading  up  a  brigade  of  the  1st  Division  for  transport  to 
Canada.  Eater,  after  debarkation  and  a  second  breakfast,  the  Batta¬ 
lion  moved  off  by  train  to  Milford  Station  and  marched  thence  to 
H  lines  in  Witley  Camp  where  it  is  now  quartered.  A  number  of 
officers  and  other  ranks  who  are  being  demobilized  in  England,  in¬ 
cluding  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mieville,  Major  Harrison  and  Lieutenant 
Booker,  were  struck  off  strength.  Captain  Adam,  who  had  been 
granted  short  leave  to  Paris  before  the  unit  left  Namur,  arrived  on  the 
15th  with  the  4th  Battalion  C.E.,  after  a  rough  crossing. 

The  weather  remained  dull  over  Good  Friday  but  yesterday 
the  sun  came  out.  To-day  a  large  number  of  officers  and  men  went 
on  leave.  Several  batteries  of  2nd  Canadian  Divisional  Artillery 
are  quartered  in  huts  alongside  those  occupied  by  the  field  companies. 
Besides  orderly  officers  detailed  by  the  various  units  a  field  officer 
of  the  day  is  appointed  for  the  whole  camp,  which  is  under  Major- 
General  H.  A.  Panet’s  command.  Passes  are  freely  given  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  villages  of  Witley  and  Godaiming  which  are  within  easy 
walking  distance  and  which  are  also  accessible  by  buses,  though  even 
standing  room  in  the  latter  is  at  a  premium  after  9.30  p.m.  when  the 
public  houses  close. 

26th  April,  1919 

A  backward  season  neutralized  weather  effects  which  the  calendar 
might  have  been  expected  to  insure  by  holding  back  Easter  until  the 
20th.  Trains  were  nevertheless  crowded  for  the  holiday  as  were  hotels 
in  London.  Popular  stopping  places  for  men  are  the  various  Maple 
Leaf  Huts  and  the  Y.M.C.A.  Beaver  Hut  on  the  site  of  the  old  Tivoli 
Theatre  in  the  Strand.  For  officers,  favourite  rendezvous  are  the 
Automobile  Club  and  Savoy  bar.  As  there  is  no  immediate  prospect 
of  the  unit  sailing,  those  not  on  leave  have  settled  down  to  make  the 
best  of  barrack  life  and  such  diversions  as  the  football  field,  neigh¬ 
bouring  villages,  Surrey  hills  and  Tin  Town  afford.  There  are  two 
officers  messes — “A”  for  those  of  field  rank;  “B”  for  others,  both 
equipped  with  lounge,  card  rooms,  billiard  tables  and  libraries. 

3rd  May,  1919 

A  blizzard  swept  across  England  over  the  week-end,  covering 
the  country,  including  London,  with  several  inches  of  wet  snow. 
Since  this  dissolved,  there  has  been  a  marked  change  in  weather 
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conditions  which  have  become  soft  and  mild  with  the  belated  advent 
of  spring.  Trees  and  hedges  are  coming  into  leaf  and  there  are  wel¬ 
come  appearances  of  the  sun. 

This  morning,  the  King  held  a  levee  in  Buckingham  Palace  for 
presentation  of  medals  to  overseas  officers.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ellis  received  his  D.S.O.,  and  Major  Weatherbe  and  Captain  Adam 
their  M.C.s.  In  the  afternoon,  there  was  a  march  past,  in  double 
column  of  fours,  of  troops  from  Canada,  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
South  Africa  and  Newfoundland.  Canadian  Cavalry  led  the  parade 
followed  by  units  of  the  2nd  and  4th  Canadian  Divisions.  The  Bat¬ 
talion  was  represented  by  100  men  under  Major  Bishop.  Horses 
for  mounted  officers  and  men  were  provided  by  the  Household  Cavalry 
and  other  Imperial  units.  Scores  of  thousands  lined  the  route  of 
the  procession,  which  started  at  Hyde  Park  Corner  and  proceeded 
via  the  Palace,  Victoria  Street,  Whitehall,  Strand,  Aldwych  and 
Oxford  Street  to  the  Marble  Arch.  The  crowd  about  the  stand  where 
His  Majesty  took  the  salute  was  particularly  dense. 

As  the  various  contingents  passed  they  were  greeted  with  a 
generous  measure  of  applause,  the  warmth  of  which,  one  felt,  was 
inspired  by  something  more  than  spectacular  interest  which  an  assem¬ 
bly  of  all  British  troops,  having  such  a  diversity  of  origin  and  charac¬ 
teristics,  might  naturally  inspire.  It  seemed  rather  to  be  the  heartfelt 
welcome  of  normally  inarticulate  London  to  overseas  members  of 
the  family  who  shared  all  that  the  last  four  years  implies,  with  its  own 
sons,  and  have  now  come  home.  An  escort  of  14  Canadian  planes 
flew  overhead. 

10th  May,  1919 

For  another  week  the  Battalion  has  been  doing  nothing.  For¬ 
tunately,  the  weather  has  continued  fine.  Several  units  of  the  2nd 
Canadian  Division  departed  for  Canada.  Captain  Adam  left  for 
London  to  be  employed  on  demobilization  work.  Nearly  every  one 
in  camp  went  over  to  the  infantry  lines  to  see  the  Prince  of  Wales 
present  colours  to  four  Canadian  battalions. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
Peace,  as  drawn  up  at  Versailles,  the  German  “Kreise”  of  Eupen 
and  Malmedy,  together  with  the  territory  of  Moresnet,  which  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago  were  part  of  Belgium,  are  to  be  restored  to  her  subject  to 
an  immediate  vote  of  the  people.  St.  Vith  and  the  country  to  the 
east  as  far  as  the  River  Our  are  included. 

17th  May,  1919 

Reports  that  the  Battalion  would  sail  by  the  “Caronia”  on  the 
13th,  or  by  the  “Minnekahda”  on  the  14th  proved  untrue.  Even- 


THE  RHINE  AND  BACK 


485 


tually,  definite  move  orders  were  received  and  to-night  about  dusk 
the  men  fell  in,  marched  to  Milford  station  and  entrained.  There 
was  a  long  delay  before  the  train  arrived  so  that  hot  tea  with  slices 
of  bread  and  butter  provided  for  all  ranks  by  some  thoughtful  ladies 
were  greatly  appreciated.  The  body  of  Nurse  Cavell  was 
brought  home  and  buried  alongside  Norwich  Cathedral  yesterday, 
after  being  borne  to  the  Abbey  for  a  memorial  service  the  day  before. 

24th  May,  1919 

After  a  night  trip  by  train,  the  Battalion  arrived  in  Liverpool 
on  Sunday  morning,  the  18th.  Coaches  were  run  directly  on  to  the 
dock,  whence  the  men  with  their  belongings  were  conveyed  by  tender 
to  the  S.S.  “Cedric”  and  assigned  to  their  quarters.  It  was  not, 
however,  till  late  in  the  day  that  the  big  White  Star  liner  got  under 
way  and  moved  down  the  Mersey.  Next  morning  she  was  out  at  sea. 

In  addition  to  the  4th  and  6th  Battalions  C.E.,  there  are  on  board 
the  28th  and  31st  Infantry  Battalions;  the  18th,  20th  and  23rd 
Batteries  C.F.A.;  the  4th  Field  Ambulance  and  the  Ammunition 
Column.  These  units  are  understood  to  comprise  the  last  of  the 
2nd  Canadian  Division  to  leave.  Brigadier-General  Ross  is  in  com¬ 
mand. 

Weather  so  far  has  been  fine  and  bright  with  fresh  breeze  and 
clear  sparkling  seas.  Interest,  as  is  usual  at  sea,  centres  about  the 
dining  saloons  and  the  three  or  four  daily  attempts,  on  the  part  of 
cooks,  to  satisfy  some  5,000  healthy  appetites. 

31st  May,  1919 

The  last  few  days  at  sea  were  cold  and  foggy.  News  was  received 
that  Hawker  and  Grieve,  who  started  to  fly  across  the  Atlantic  on 
the  18th,  had  been  rescued  within  100  miles  of  the  Irish  coast  next  day. 

On  the  26th,  at  night,  the  “Cedric”  arrived  off  Halifax.  Due 
to  thick  weather  she  stood  about  until  dawn  when,  after  picking  up 
the  outer  automatic  buoy,  she  slipped  rapidly  up  the  harbour  to  the 
north  end  docks.  After  breakfast,  all  ranks  landed  and  were  hurried 
away  to  their  various  destinations  in  six  troop  trains.  That  carrying 
the  Battalion  pulled  out  about  1.30  p.m.  Next  morning  it  was  making 
progress  through  northern  New  Brunswick  but  about  midnight  had 
only  got  as  far  as  Levis.  It  was  consequently  not  until  3  p.m.  on 
the  29th  that  Ottawa  was  reached.  Forming  up  on  the  platform, 
the  18  officers  and  563  O.R.  marched  via  Elgin  Street  and  the  Drive¬ 
way  to  Lansdowne  Park.  Here,  with  practically  no  delay,  they  filed 
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into  Howick  Hall,  past  a  line  of  desks,  drew  pay,  transportation  to 
their  homes,  and  their  discharge  from  the  Army.  In  another  part  of 
the  building  they  were  given  their  last  free  meal  and  issue  of  smokes. 

So  they  passed  out  again  into  the  bright  spring  sunshine,  civilians 
once  more,  and  with  their  passing,  this  narrative  of  the  unit  with 
which  they  served  will  conclude. 

“Time  is  come  round  and  where  I  did  begin,  there  shall  I  end.” 

Julius  Caesar,  V,  3,24, 


I/t.-Col.  C.  B.  Russell,  D.S.O. 


APPENDIX 


COMBINED  NOMINAL  ROLL  OF 
THE  6TH  FIELD  COMPANY  AND  6TH  BATTALION, 
CANADIAN  ENGINEERS 


NOTE 


This  roll  has  been  compiled  partly  from  returns  made  up  in  the 
field,  and  partly  from  information  kindly  supplied  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Director  of  Records,  Ottawa.  It  is  believed  to  be  reasonably 
accurate  and  complete,  but  the  indulgence  of  readers  is  asked  for 
any  inadvertent  errors  or  omissions. 

No  reference  is  made  herein  to  the  careers  of  ex-members  of  the 
Company  or  Battalion  with  other  units,  after  they  were  struck  off 
strength  except  that  subsequent  promotion  to  commissioned  rank 
is  indicated  by  the  letter  c.  The  names  of  all  those  known  to  have 
died  while  hostilities  were  in  progress,  also,  have  been  shown  in  italics. 
Nature  of  fatality  has  been  added  only  when  this  occurred  through 
injuries  inflicted  during  service  with  the  Company  or  Battalion. 

Other  abbreviations  are  :  k.  in  a.,  killed  in  action;  d.  of  w.,  died 
of  wounds;  acc.  k.,  accidentally  killed;  d.,  died  from  other  cause; 
w.,  wounded;  acc.  w.,  accidentally  wounded  ;  n,  unofficial  report 
of  death,  not  confirmed  ;  D.S.O.,  Distinguished  Service  Order; 
M.C.,  Military  Cross  ;  D.C.M.,  Distinguished  Conduct  Medal  ; 
M.M.,  Military  Medal;  M.S.M.,  Meritorious  Service  Medal;  C. 
de  G.,  Croix  de  Guerre;  M.B.  si  C.,  Medaille  Barbatie  si  Credinta; 
des.,  mentioned  in  despatches.  An  asterisk  indicates  that  honour 
was  earned  before  recipient  was  taken  on  strength.  Rank,  where 
not  otherwise  indicated,  is  that  of  Sapper  or  Driver. 
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NAME 


RANK 


NO. 


HONOURS 


CASUALTY 


Abernethy,  N.  L. 
Abbott,  F.  T .  .  .  . 
Abrahart,  W.  A. . 
Abram,  L.  O .  .  .  . 
Abrams,  Herbert. 

Abery,  G . 

Acton,  M.  M. .  .  . 

Adair,  R.  J . 

Adam,  W.  A .  .  .  . 

Adams,  A . 

Adams,  H . 

Adrian,  R.  W. .  .  . 

Airey,  F.  J . 

Alderson,  G.  S. .  . 
Alexander,  A.  W. 
Alexander,  J.  S .  . 

Allen,  F . 

Allen,  Fred . 

Allen,  P.  H . 

Allen,  W.  D . 

Allery,  G.  H .  .  .  . 

Alley,  F.  R . 

Allison,  G . 

Allison,  T . 

Alport,  F . 

Alyea,  O.  G.  ... 
Ambrose,  D.  T .  . 
Anderson,  C.  F.  . 

Anderson,  G . 

Anderson,  H.  J  .  . 

Anderson,  J . 

Anderson,  W .  .  .  . 
Anderson,  W.  A . 
Armstrong,  R .  .  . 
Armstrong,  R.  C. 
Armstrong,  W.  D 

Arnold,  F.  J . 

Arsenault,  F .  .  .  . 

Ashby,  H . 

Ashford,  A.  G .  .  . 
Attenborough,  H. 
Audsley,  H.  J.  .  . 

Avery,  C.  F . 

Ayers,  J . 


2nd/Cpl. 

Ft.’ 


Sgt. 

L/Cpl 

Sgt. 


Capt. 

L/Cpl. 

Cpl. 

2nd/Cpl 

Capt. 


L/Cpl. 

Sgt. 


2nd/Cpl. 
'  L/Cpl. 


Lt. 

Cph 


Sgt. 


Capt. 

2nd/Cpl 


467 

922124 


506289 

408386 

678153 

468 

167120 


aec.  w 


M.M. 


d.  of  w. 


M.C. 


444298 

50891 

2006417 


766039 

657897 

469 

814216 

862352 

439003 

1931 

470 

471 

401216 

922003 

472 

473 

474 
166282 
657676 
701151 
622152 
541901 
505278 

742 

2138487 

475 

273006 

2246230 

45045 


d.  of  w. 


M.M. 


M  M. 


w. 


w. 


M.M. 


des. 


500500 

192434 

678267 

844016 


c. 


c. 


Babbitt,  A.  R 
Babbitt,  S.  W 
Baillie,  C .  .  .  . 


476 

477 
167017 


w.  c. 
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Pain  D  . 

645743 

Raker,  E-  A  . 

Lt. 

M.C.,  C.deG 

W. 

Raker,  J  . 

412508 

Raker  M  . 

478 

c. 

Baker,  W.  I  . 

E/Cpl. 

L/Cpl. 

Lt. 

438926 

Baldwin,  L . 

506029 

Balfour,  J.  W.  A . 

5335 

acc  w 

Ball,  W.  S  . 

504937 

Balser,  W.  A . 

L/Cpl. 

2005713 

Banks,  A  . 

844066 

Bannister,  G.  W . 

480 

w. 

Barbe,  W . 

166465 

w. 

Barber,  E.  G . 

506567 

Barker,  C.  M . 

479 

c. 

Barre,  R  . 

417556 

Barrett,  E  . 

166709 

Bart,  A.  D . 

505223 

Barton,  F.  P . 

L/Cpl. 

Capt. 

166710 

Bate,  W.  C . 

M.C 

w. 

Baxter,  J.  F . 

414533 

Bayly,  B.  M . 

Capt. 

C.A.M.C. 

Bayne,  R.  f .  B . 

507614 

Beames,  W.  S . 

506343 

w. 

Beaton,  M . 

506504 

Beattie,  R.  R . 

2nd/Cpl. 

Sgt. 

743012 

Beaven,  R.  A . 

489699 

Beckett,  A.  V . 

228167 

w. 

Bedard,  A . 

922387 

Beddington,  W . 

898244 

w. 

Bedore,  A . 

2020372 

Beech,  E.  J . 

2266012 

Beers,  R . 

160630 

Beers,  W.  E . 

L/Cpl. 

2nd/Cpl 

481 

k.  in  a. 

Bell,  H.  C . 

2005351 

Bell,  I . 

1263327 

Belrose,  H.  A . 

651107 

Bender,  A . 

L/Cpl. 

482 

Beney,  S . 

503898 

Benham,  | . 

506492 

Berlet,  C.  S . 

751309 

Berquist,  0.  M . 

L/Cpl. 

2005767 

Berry,  E . 

844117 

Berry,  H.  F . 

L/Cpl. 

Major 

L/Cpl. 

76215 

w.  c. 

Bishop,  R.  H . 

des 

Black,  M.  T . 

505336 

Blackburn,  A.  L . 

483 

Blackham,  F.  T . 

484 

Blackwood,  W . 

2342 

w. 
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casualty 

Blenkhorn,  H . 

F/Cpl. 

414536 

Blight,  W . 

2006954 

Blinkhorn,  A . 

469643 

Blomfield,  J.  E . 

504197 

Blood,  G.  P . 

751061 

Boakes,  H.  S . 

Sgt. 

485 

Boden,  J.  C . 

922484 

Boivin,  R . 

417390 

Bolands,  F . 

S/Sgt. 

808013 

Bolton,  F.  F . 

2276 

Bolton,  F.  R . 

500102 

Bond,  J.A . 

678530 

Q 

Bonham,  T.  C . 

Sgt. 

Cpl. 

486 

Boniface,  F . 

700625 

Boniface,  W . 

675033 

w. 

Booker,  V.  C . 

Lt. 

Booth,  A.  D . 

707080 

k.  in  a. 

Bourque,  E.  F . 

2nd/Cpl. 

F/Cpl. 

Cpl. 

505864 

Bowen,  T.  G . 

166070 

M.B.,  si  C. 

Bowman,  R.  H . 

506417 

Bowring;,  F  T . 

2140 

Boyd,  W . 

712 

Boyle,  J . 

504555 

w. 

Boyle,  T.  A . 

2005873 

Boyle’  W.  H . 

652230 

Boyter,  T.  B . 

487 

w. 

Bradley,  J.  P . 

488 

Bradley,  N.  H . 

489 

Brady,  J.  F . 

3030992 

Brandon,  W.  R . 

844086 

Brant,  B . 

F/Cpl. 

166477 

Brazier,  A.  G . 

505822 

Brennan,  L.  H . 

193020 

Bridge,  C.  H . 

489170 

Brocklebank,  W.  H .  .  .  . 

C.Q.M.S. 

489163 

Brodrick,  R.M . 

2006354 

Brooker,  S . 

506151 

Brooks,  J . 

406994 

W. 

Brooks,  W.  S . 

844099 

w. 

Brown,  A  . 

2007040 

Brown,  A.  C . 

751377 

Brown,  F.  R  . 

A/Cpl. 

Cpl. 

490 

w. 

Brown  G  J 

651712 

Brown,  T.  PT .  . 

505988 

Brown,  T,  J. 

925569 

Brown,  R .  F 

491 

Prnwn  S 

101221 

Brown,  S.  G . 

2008725 
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HONOURS 

CASUALTY 

Brown,  T.  D . 

2007137 

Brown,  Warren  G . 

Cpl. 

492 

k.  in  a. 

Browne,  E.  E . 

493 

c. 

Brownlee,  L.  A . 

3131076 

Brownrivv,  R  A . 

494 

Bruchall,  T . 

504151 

Bryden,  A.  E . 

2005444 

Bn  (Id,  R.  H . 

625154 

Bulatovich,  M . 

736182 

Bull,  H.  W . 

Sgt. 

502695 

1YT  7VT  s,  Ear 

Bull,  W.  E . 

Et. 

401914 

M.C. 

Bulloch,  H.  E . 

2nd/Cpl. 

625144 

w. 

Bulter,  A.  E . 

166479 

Burch,  A . 

495 

M.S.M. 

w. 

Burdette,  0 . 

2nd/Cpl. 

496 

Burgoyne,  T . 

757007 

Burke,  E.  J . 

Cpl. 

497 

M.M. 

Burke,  F.  / . 

498 

w. 

Burn,  J.  W . 

675847 

Burt,  F.  S . 

219683 

Burt,  C.  W . 

488245 

Burwash,  N.  A . 

E/Cpl. 

2167 

w. 

Bushfield,  H . 

140033 

Butterworth,  I . 

166728 

Calder,  E.  R . 

499 

c. 

Callahan,  P . 

1078415 

Callahan,  G.  R . 

Cpl. 

500 

Calvin,  J.  D . 

Et. 

Calvin,  R.  M . 

Lt. 

Cameron,  A . 

844202 

aro  w 

Campbell,  D . 

E/Cpl. 

799604 

Campbell,  E.  D . 

504230 

Campbell,  J . 

E/Cpl. 

68188 

Campbell,  j,  N . 

490630 

Campbell,  M.  I . 

Sgt. 

501 

M.M. 

c. 

Campbell,  Russell  A .  .  .  . 

502 

k  i  ti  a 

Cannon,  C . 

2nd/Cpl. 

438602 

Cannon,  W.  J . 

1078180 

w 

Cannoot,  E . 

279431 

Carefoot,  W . 

2007238 

Cargill,  D.  W . 

166732 

Carlisle,  D . 

504989 

W. 

Carmichael,  K.  W . 

504236 

Carrey,  N . 

2008917 

Carruthers,  D . 

172136 

Carson,  G.A.H . 

50 

c. 

Carter,  J.  M . 

Et. 
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RANK 

NO. 

Carter,  R.  B . 

Far.  Sgt. 

4500 

504021 

1075252 

651339 

2006230 

742921 

489181 

469479 

507618 

1078725 

65237 

504 

Carter,  W.  L . 

Carvill,  A . 

Case,  A.  H . 

Caudle,  G.  W . 

Cawley,  F.  C . 

Chaddock,  J.  W . 

Chaisson,  A . 

Chalk,  G.  E . 

Chalmers,  W . 

Champney,  H.  C . 

Cpl. 

Chapman,  A . 

Chapman,  A.  W . 

410174 

Chirkoski,  V . 

166487 

Clark,  C.  H . 

Cpl. 

Cpl. 

500023 

502507 

657673 

Clark,  D.  B . 

Clark,  F  . 

Clark,  F.  K . 

505655 

Clark,  George . 

505 

Clark,  G.  H . 

506 

Clark,  P . 

Clarke,  J.  R . 

Cpl. 

415362 

140227 

Clarke,  R.  F . 

Clarke,  R.  R . 

Cpl. 

508 

507 

Clarke,  W.  J . 

Clarkin,  L.  P . 

Cpl. 

L/Cpl. 

509 

1075001 

Clayton,  H . 

1078793 

Cleland,  F.  J . 

166491 

Clement,  D . 

166492 

Clement,  Victor . 

657100 

Clements,  J.  H . 

Sgt. 

Ft. 

510 

Clements,  J.  R . 

Clemson,  J.  A . 

Cpl. 

511 

Cockwell,  R.  T . 

512 

Coffey,  P.  S . 

2nd/Cpl. 

651128 

Coldrick,  J.  0.  W . 

1078515 

Coleman,  C.  M . 

513 

Coles,  S.  H . 

1075090 

Collins,  A.  C . 

506643 

Collins,  J.  E . 

657112 

Compeau,  J . 

166304 

Compton,  W . 

491073 

Conlan,  A . 

1078492 

Conley,  1.  H . 

506250 

Connolly,  Thomas  A.  .  .  . 

502973 

Cook,  IF  G . 

Cook,  W . 

Cpl. 

126014 

844166 

Cook-;  W.  J . 

Sgt. 

409406 

HONOURS 


D.C.M. 


M.M. 


CASUALTY 


w. 


w. 
.  w. 


w. 


w. 

w. 


M.C. ,  des 
des. 


c. 


w. 


d. 


k.  in  a. 
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casualty 

Cooke,  W.  T . 

514 

Coope,  C.  D . 

Sgt. 

45416 

Coope,  Oswald  D . 

45415 

k.  in  a. 

Cooper,  R.  C . 

754209 

Copestake,  F . 

F/Cpl. 

506493 

Coppen,  S.  A . 

504237 

w. 

Corbett,  A.  C.  R . 

2nd/Cpl. 

506686 

Corkum,  H.  D . 

167028 

Corley,  F.  S . 

Ft. 

Cormier,  H . 

488753 

Cornell,  E.  W . 

2nd/Cpl. 

501272 

Corris,  F . 

Cpl/ 

166305 

Cotton,  A.  T . 

769754 

Couling,  F.  E . 

505482 

Couling,  W . 

760507 

Couture,  1.  A . 

62049 

Cowan,  J . 

65220 

Cowell,  C.  F . 

50546 

Cowlishaw,  G.  F . 

1078465 

Cox,  W.  J. . 

A./Cpl. 

515 

Cram,  G.  B . 

2006006 

Crandlemire,  F . 

F/Cpl. 

505377 

Crapper,  G.  F . 

507562 

Croft,  A.  J . 

1078210 

Crombie,  T.  F . 

89317 

c 

Crombie,  R.  F . 

Sgt. 

516 

c 

Cromwell,  F . 

210213 

Cruttenden,  F.  T . 

79382 

Cubbon,  C.  H . 

405235 

Culbard,  F.  A . 

Cpl. 

430193 

Cunningham,  H . 

2nd/Cpl. 

1078263 

Curley,  C.  P . 

517 

Curtis,  W.  T . 

Capt. 

Cuthill,  J.  McA . 

Cpl. 

504722 

Daeres,  R.  H . 

443356 

Dakin,  F . 

440434 

Daly,  Frank  J . 

518 

d. 

Daly,  M.  J . 

F/Cpl. 

541722 

Daniels,  W . 

166243 

Davidson,  F . 

651744 

Davidson,  W . 

F/Cpl. 

679055 

Davis,  J.  M . 

69234 

w. 

Davis,  S.  V . 

504995 

Dean,  S.  C . 

505744 

Denley,  W.  F . 

Ft. 

2124 

*M.C. 

Dewar,  A . 

154689 

Dewar,  D.  F . 

Ft. 

519 

M.C. 

w. 
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NO. 


HOHOURS 


CASUALTY 


Dewitt,  E . 

Dewitt,  N.  T . 

De  Young,  F . 

Dignan,  D . 

Dillabough,  W.  A .  Sgt. 

Dixon,  H.  A .  Lt. 


207090 

2115837 

489194 

2007051 

73652 


M.M. 


Decaesteker,  B  .  . 
Doidge,  Ernest  L. 

Doidge,  J . 

Doidge,  W . 

Donoghue,  W.  B. 
Doubleday,  H.  G 

Douglas,  H . 

Douglas,  W . 

Douglas,  E . 

Downey,  T . 

Downs,  R.  H. .  .  . 
Dudley,  G.  H .  .  . 

Duff,  B.  E . 

Duncan,  S.  C. . . . 

Dunn,  E . 

Dunn,  J.  E . 

Dunnachie,  J.  H. 
Dunning,  H.  C .  . 
Dunsmore,  R.  E. 
Duvernet,  J.  N.  . 


2nd/Cpl. 

L/Cpl. 


Sgt. 

E/Cpl. 


1009454 

520 

154545 

404534 

521 

415756 

2007881 

522 


471123 

2007821 

166512 

408979 

523 

524 
676 
2042 

525 


2006135 


M.S.M. 


w. 


w. 


w. 


c. 


c. 


c. 


Earl,  A . 

Earle,  Wallace  S 
Earnshaw,  P .  .  . 
Eaton,  R.  E.  H. 

Edge,  A . 

Edwards,  D.  B . 
Edwards,  G .  .  . . 
Einarson,  E.  .  .  . 

Ellis,  D.  S . 

Ellis,  W.  H . 

Emery,  E . 

Ernes,  C.  J.  J..  . 
Emrey,  D.  J .  . 
Endacott,  R.  B. 

English,  A . 

Entwhistle,  D .  . 
Erchishin,  A. . . . 
Evatt,  R.  B.  .  .  . 
Everingham,  A. 
Eyes,  A . 


Et. 

Et. 


2nd/Cpl. 

Major 

Cpl. 


Lt. 


L/Cpl. 


409758 

526 


166322 

527 

2029 

657903 


w. 


528 

58069 


D.S.O.;  des 


657984 


529 

503987 

530 

541729 

417821 

207812 

408381 

531 


M.C.,  *M.M 


C. 


c. 
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RANK 


NO. 


HONOURS 


CASUALTY 


Fanning,  A.  P . 

Farquharson,  R.  J. 
Farrell,  J.  W.  D .  .  . 

Fellows,  F.  W . 

Ferguson,  D.  W.  .  . 

Ferris,  R . 

Fieghan,  J . 

Eijal,  J . 

Finney,  Sylvester  W. 
Finniston,  G.  F. .  .  . 

Fisher,  B.  G . 

Fisher,  Charles  F . . . 

Fisher,  David . 

Fitzgerald,  J . 

Fitzgerald,  J . 

Flaherty,  L . 

Flanagan,  D . 

Fleming,  G.  S . 

Fletcher,  J.  D . 

Fontaine,  E . 

Fooks,  J.  R . 

Foote,  A.  M . 

Forbes,  T.  E . 

Ford,  J . 

Forrest,  A . 

Forrestil,  J . 

Foss,  A.  C . 

Fournier,  J.  A . 

Fox,  F . 

Fox,  W.  H . 

Frame,  A . 

Franks,  H.  G . 

Fraser,  A . 

Fraser,  A.  T . 

Fraser,  C.  E . 

Fredea,  M.  F . 

Frederick,  K . 

Frost,  H . 

Furniss,  L . 


Gainsford,  L, . 

Gallagher,  W.  J. . . , 

Gallinger,  W . 

Gammon,  E . 

Gantford,  Victor  W. 

Gates,  J.  H . 

Gellatly,  E.  J.  F.  .  . 
Gennoe,  W.  H . 


E/Cpl. 

Sgt. 

R.S.M. 


Cpl. 


C.Q.M.S. 


Sgt. 

Cpl. 


Sgt. 

Sgt. 


Lt. 

Sgt. 


2nd/Cpl. 


532 

2007246 

533 

506426 

503028 

166762 

341161 

74180 

421118 

2006398 

657170 

441528 

264403 

405554 

678820 

166078 

135466 

541562 

534 

625238 

624598 

535 

536 

213283 

504566 

537 

187570 

538 

639257 

166765 

539 

434505 

2006429 

2008409 


540 

657866 

506507 

2008943 

65348 

502726 

541 
23001 

1009050 

500770 

751102 

657394 


w. 


c. 


k.  in  a. 
d. 


w.  c. 


c. 
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CASUAETY 

George,  T.  F . 

652059 

Germain,  Russell.  .  . 

542 

C. 

German,  F . 

488737 

Gibbs,  W.  G . 

2188 

w. 

Gibson,  J . 

Cpl. 

Sgt. 

104663 

w. 

Gill,  P.'S . 

142036 

M.M. 

Gilliland,  J . 

1096173 

Gillis,  D.  J . 

715254 

Gilmore,  H.  B . 

913703 

Girdler,  C.  A . 

543 

Glode,  S . 

Cpl. 

Sgt. 

469762 

Godwin,  H . 

544 

Gogins,  T.  H . 

504399 

Goldie,  D . 

552380 

M.M. 

Gommer,  J . 

545 

GnoHebild,  R.  PI 

Ft. 

Goodfellow,  H. . 

166772 

Goodwin,  W.  M 

L/Cpl. 

2209 

c. 

Gordon  I . 

546 

Gosling,  C.  H 

L/Cp 

491989 

w. 

Gnntbrn  TVT. 

482074 

Gower  G  .  .  . 

628587 

Grace  A  J 

679256 

Graeie  P  R 

415749 

O  r  A  h  ft  m  H  w 

2265796 

Grab  am  T  S 

2006073 

Grant  G  D 

3323198 

CVant  fr  W 

Capt. 

C.A.M.C. 

*M.C. 

Grant  T  .a.i  nr  p.n.re  G 

2206 

k.  in  a. 

489218 

Hrfty  T 

C.Q.M.S. 

166046 

A  >  j . 

n  ra  v  T 

2007054 

vj  i  cxy  y  j . 

Capt. 

C.A.M.C. 

678326 

489224 

877428 

r't-ppt-  T? 

657418 

r.rpo-prQnn  CV 

2006227 

w. 

Grist  S  H 

2007122 

Grittner  W  O 

504252 

504354 

w. 

2753017 

Vjj  UlliUJ'  1C,  J.  J . 

C.S.M. 

430011 

des. 

66193 

w. 

547 

Cpl. 

166538 

500 
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Hadley,  F . 

Hague,  R.  I) . 

Capt.& Adj. 

Hale,  H.  G . 

Hall,  E.  C . 

Hall,  I.  C . 

Hall,  P.  F . 

Cpl. 

Halverson,  H . 

Ham,  C.  G . 

Hamilton,  A.  McE . 

Hamilton,  Donald . 

F/Cpl. 

Hanna,  M . 

Harbord,  S.  G . 

Harrietta,  C.  F . 

F/Cpl. 

Harris,  F.  G . 

Harris,  G.  H . 

Harris,  J.  H . 

Harris,  S.  L . 

C.Q.M.S. 

Major 

F/Cpl. 

Cpl. 

Harrison,  F.  W . 

Harrison,  T.  H . 

Harrow,  T . 

Hart,  F . 

Hart,  R . 

Cpl. 

Hart,  W.  J . 

Hartley,  T-  T . 

Capt.&Q.M 

Hartley,  S . 

Harvey,  F . 

F/Cpl. 

Hassum,  C.  A . 

Hawkins,  F . 

Hawkins,  P . 

Sgt. 

Hayes,  J . 

Hayter,  W . 

Hayward,  G.  A . 

Hazelden,  H.  T . 

Sgt. 

Hazelhurst,  J.  M . 

Hazell,  H.  C.  P . 

Heagle,  J . 

Heath,  W.  J . 

Sgt. 

Capt. 

Heathcott,  R.  V . 

Heatherington,  J . 

Heffernan,  M.  1 . 

Hemsworth,  T.  A . 

Hendrickson,  H.  C . 

Hennessey,  C . 

Henshall,  H.  C . 

Herb,  Lawrence . 

Herbert,  J.  F . 

Hershon,  H . 

Heys,  H . 

167054 


775870 

331250 

651818 

548 

294767 

442998 

349456 

549 

2265452 

475094 

478807 

505440 

2005880 

2006678 

501280 


1078226 

446821 

409637 

550 

167049 


des. 


w. 


w. 


M.M. 

des 


w. 


w. 


des. 


166171 

166336 

166213 

551 

166342 

427601 

552 

678593 

553 
63409 
502831 
412118 

554 


M.M.  C.deG 


M.M. 


1078340 

469436 

555 

913728 

678595 

138597 

414829 


w. 


k.  in  a 


766599 

844532 

102 


M.M. 


c. 
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RANK 


NO. 


HONOURS 


CASUALTY 


Higgins,  G.  E . 

Hill,  D.  C . 

Cpl. 

Hines,  C.  M . 

Hirst,  B.  C . 

Hoare,  R.  W.  T . 

Hockey,  J.  C . 

Hodges,  H.  S . 

Hodgson,  R . 

Hoffman,  A . 

Hoffman,  William . 

Hogarth,  7 . 

Hogg,  T.  G . 

Hogg,  W . 

Hoidcroft,  W.  P.  R . 

Hoff,  S.  C . 

Holloway,  F.  J . 

E/Cpl. 

Sgt. 

Hooke,  H.  WT . 

Hookstra,  G . 

Hooper,  H.  R.  T . 

Horne,  F . 

Horton,  F.  W . 

Hossack,  J . 

C.S.M. 

Howard,  E.  J . 

Howarth,  G.  V.  R . 

Howes,  J.  H . 

Howlett,  T.  F . 

2nd/Cpl. 

Hoyle,  F . 

Hudson,  J.  R . 

Huffman,  P . 

Hughes,  B.  H . 

Hughes,  Chester . 

Lt. 

Hughes,  T . 

Humbert,  Leon . 

Lt.  Int’pr 

Humphries,  A.  E . 

Humphries,  D . 

Hunter,  J . 

Sgt. 

Hutchinson,  A . 

Hutchinson,  N.  D . 

Huyck,  C.  B . 

Sgt. 

784070 

802680 

488160 

556 

505485 

787 

2265803 

2503199 

557 
7864 

500539 

435464 

427035 

558 

504569 

283543 

559 

441846 

560 
504139 

565 

166050 

657513 

115927 

504094 

561 

2041526 

2006386 

514720 

562 


w. 


M.S.M. 

M.M. 

k.  in  a. 

c. 

M.M. 

w. 

w. 

c. 

des. 

c. 

w. 

c. 


507490 


k.  in  a. 


844567 

563 

2694 

2010867 

2006610 


564 


c. 


Ibbetson,  J . 

Ilsley,  Charles  P 

Innes,  J . 

Irvine,  F.  H. . .  . 
Irvine,  W.  H .  .  . 

Irwin,  E.  J . 

Ivatts,  G.  W .  .  . 


Cpl. 


566 
568 

288434 

567 

2008608 

500777 

2265774 


k.  in  a. 
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RANK 


NO. 


HONOURS 


CASUALTY 


Jackson,  C.  W.  .  . 
Jackson,  F.  I. . . . 

Jackson,  J  . 

Jackson,  S  . 

Jackson,  T.  N . .  . 
Janies,  W.  A .  .  .  . 

Jarvis,  H.  R . 

Jeffery,  E.  J . 

Jeffrey,  W.  C. . .  . 
Johnson,  A.  S . . . 
Johnson,  F.  S .  .  . 

Johnson,  G . 

Johnson,  H . 

Johnson,  J . 

Johnson,  T.  A. .  . 
Johnson,  W.  C. . . 
Johnson,  W.  E.  . . 
Johnston,  B.  S.  G 

Johnston,  D . 

Johnston,  T . 

Johnstone,  D.  C. 

Jones,  D . 

Jones,  F . 

Jones,  J.  A . 

Jones,  J.  H . 

Jones,  J.  H . 

Jones,  S . 

Jones,  W . 

Jordan,  O.  J . 

Jory,  G.  G . 


Cpl. 


Cpl 


Sgt. 


L/Cpl. 

Sgt. 


166557 

569 

808555 

166180 

541741 

2265920 

570 

405568 

2006495 

724082 

651192 

739774 

255016 

405060 

844622 

739231 

216380 

571 

101088 

651333 

706 

572 

573 

844623 

491297 

502533 

2006517 

2006087 

574 

541930 


n. 


c. 


c. 


w. 


Kavanagh,  E.  .  .  . 
Keates,  C.  A .  .  .  . 
Keenaghan,  H .  .  . 

Keene,  A.  J . 

Keil,  C . 

Kelly,  D.  P . 

Kelly,  F.  T . 

Kelly,  J . 

Kennedy,  C.  S. . . 
Kennedy,  W.  J .  . 
Kensington,  T.  S 

Kent,  F.  O . 

Kerr,  W.  S . 

Kidby,  F.  C . 

Kiernan,  B . 

Kilbourn,  I.  L.  .  . 
Kilbride,  F . 


Sgt. 


L/Cpl. 


575 

1078707 

841338 

502638 

114824 

180742 

690610 

505292 

500544 

2006845 

1678854 

506591 

2007220 

504358 

79215 

2006913 

657194 
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RANK 


NO. 


HONOURS 


CAUSALTY 


Killey,  W.  R . 

King,  A.  J . 

Kinnear,  T.  W .  L/Cpl. 

Kinsey,  John  R . 

Kirton,  W . 

Korrey,  M .  2nd/Cpl. 


874037 

657748 

115825 

625031 

913319 

488752 


k.  in  a. 


LaCroix,  A . 

Ladurante,  F. .  .  . 
Laframboise,  D . . 
Laing,  J.  Gordon 
Laing,  N.  W .  .  .  . 

Laing,  P.  A . 

Laing,  W.  L . 

Laing,  W.  Stuart. 

Laird,  T.  B . 

Lally,  R.  M . 

Lalonde,  E.  F .  .  . 
Landry,  J.  H. .  .  . 
Landy,  E.  J  .  .  .  . 

Lang,  D.  J . 

Langford,  E.  W. . 
Langley,  G.  E.  .  . 

Lantz,  J.  G . 

Larkin,  C.  R .  .  .  . 
Larkins,  W.  A.  .  . 
Lapholder,  J.  R. . 
Laroche,  C.  W. . . 

Latalen,  A . 

Latham,  E . 

Latter,  Henry  B. . 
Lattimer,  T.  A. . . 
Laverdure,  P.  P. . 

Lavery,  H . 

Law,  J . 

Lawley,  E.  W .  .  . 

Lawlor,  J . 

Lawrence,  B.  T. . 
Lawrence,  R.  J  .  . 
Lawrence,  S.  B .  . 
Laycock,  J.  P .  .  . 

Leach,  F . 

Leal,  H.  L.  E. .  .  . 
Leavens,  H.  K. . . 

Lecoy,  P . 

Lee,  J.  D . 

Lee,  J.  E . 

Lee,  L . 


L/Cpl. 


Sgt. 

2nd/Cpl. 

L/Cpl. 


2nd/ Cpl. 
L/Cpl. 


L/Cpl. 


Cpl. 

2nd/Cpl. 


166570 

166571 

448141 

475912 

300479 

McG.184 

2006549 

576 
65538 
463120 
657462 
2007094 
709707 
183943 

577 

216696 

2007095 

2005669 

2005488 

2006993 

578 
657181 
678355 
489257 
2005820 
2266114 
2005882 

579 

678860 

63560 

2006826 

844729 

507665 

580 

581 

846 

506242 

721163 

2020589 

872076 

724076 


M.M. 


w. 


M.M. 


c. 

c. 


c. 


w.  c. 


w. 


w.  c. 


w. 


k.  in  a. 


w. 


w. 
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RANK 

NO. 

HONOURS 

CASUALTY 

Pee,  R.  T . 

79099 

502321 

500550 

678617 

526582 

2007068 

2007069 

678357 

166817 

2006500 

624755 

784410 

502237 

582 

871834 

500787 

2503191 

583 

506315 

718407 

817661 

718684 

651408 

651834 

506167 

374 

3056958 

180265 

505115 

584 

2006596 

500053 

877470 

167062 

690493 

400832 

2005404 

1075131 

167060 

678868 

2211 

2115489 

75952 

585 

Pee,  W . 

Peeeh,  J.  W . 

Sgt. 

Pe  Eeuvre,  F.  C . 

W. 

Pefrancois,  F.  F . 

Pendon,  H.  P . 

P/Cpl. 

Pendreville,  H.  J . 

Petcher,  T.  J . 

Pewis,  W . 

Pewis,  W.  F . 

w. 

Pibbey,  H.  A.  J . 

Piken,  W.  A..  ' . 

Pilly,  V.  F . 

P/Cpl. 

Pindsay,  C.  C . 

c. 

Pindsay,  G.  V . 

Pinklater,  C . 

Pinklater,  R.  S . 

P/Cpl. 

P/Cpl. 

w. 

Pittle,  R.  B . 

Pittle,  W.  A . 

Pocke,  M . 

Pockwood,  A . 

Poekwood,  B.  J . 

Sgt. 

Boney,  D.  R . 

Poney,  H.  F . 

Pone,  F . 

Pong,  W.  G . 

Pong,  W.  S . 

Bord,  C.  P . 

Pord,  J.  A . 

Pord,  T.  V . 

c. 

Bo  veil,  W.  F . 

P/Cpl. 

Pucy,  G.  F . 

Puker,  W.  G . 

Pumsden,  J . 

Punt,  J . 

P/Cpl. 

w. 

Bupson,  F . 

Buttrell,  F.  W . 

Pydeard,  P . 

Byneh,  F.  C . 

Sgt. 

Pynn,  H . 

By  on,  C.  D . 

w.  c. 

Pyon,  V.  W . 

MaeBryer,  A.  T . 

c. 

w. 

MacCallum,  F.  P . 

MacCormick,  J.  M.  .  .  . 
MacDonald,  A.  B . 

Capt. 

657695 

430384 

MacDonald,  D . 

Sgt. 
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RANK 

NO. 

MacDonald,  J.  A . 

MacDonald,  L . 

E/Cpl. 

586 

50901 

Macdonnell,  P.  M . 

587 

Mackay,  A.  A . 

651930 

Mackay,  C.  A . 

166023 

Mackenzie,  D.  M . 

Mackenzie,  U.  A . 

Mackenzie,  W.  L . 

Sgt. 

Cpl. 

690116 

844863 

524643 

Mackie,  A . 

65596 

Mackie,  R.  B . 

678870 

Mackie,  W.  E . 

2009047 

MacNeil,  W.  J . 

249211 

MacPhedran,  D.  A . 

844860 

MacPherson,  K.  P . 

Madden,  J.  L . 

Lt. 

589 

590 

Maddison,  J.  G . 

2nd/ Cpl. 
E/Cpl. 

901948 

Maddison,  J.  R . 

901304 

Madill,  C.  T . 

138103 

M a  per,  0  R .  W . 

506673 

Magnus,  N . 

724629 

Maher,  D.  R . 

273710 

Mahoney  J 

2007880 

Mahoney,  W.  E . 

Maidens,  G.  T  . 

E/Cpl. 

928305 

2006792 

Mair,  A  . 

670015 

Malcolm,  W.  P  . 

Major 

Malloch  A  C.  . 

591 

Mallory,  W.  E  . 

2006438 

Maloney,  W.  B  . 

592 

ATanharrl  TAt  E 

Et. 

Manion,  J  . 

872057 

Mann,  E.  B . 

L/Cpl. 

593 

~M n.wwivi.p  Gp.nrpp,  7? . 

500559 

Mansel,  C.  ET . 

500055 

A/Tantais  A  T 

3130534 

Marriot,  J  . 

Sgt. 

1075007 

A/Tarqnis  G.  A 

594 

Marsh,  J.  P  . 

595 

Marsh,  G.  H . 

2nd/Cpl. 

651299 

Marshall  A  M  . 

596 

Marshall  G  H 

506104 

Marshall  TT  T 

Et. 

ATarsha.il,  J.  E . 

506633 

Marshall,  S.  B . 

L/Cpl. 

L/Cpl. 

597 

ATarten,  A .  R . 

598 

ATartin  T  A  . 

652130 

ATartin  R  . 

2011252 

Martin,  T.  R. . .  . . 

Sgt. 

166594 

HONOURS 


des. 


CASUALTY 


c. 


w. 


w. 


c. 


w. 


c. 


w. 

d.  of  w. 


c. 


w. 
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RANK 

NO. 

HONOURS 

casualty 

Martin,  T.  W . 

2006059 

Martindale,  C . 

2006856 

Mason,  C.  0.  M . 

2005982 

Masters,  W . 

2691486 

Matthews,  K.  D . 

678367 

Mather,  W.  C . 

599 

Mattis,  D.  D . 

506106 

Maudsley,  B . 

600 

Mawdsley,  T . 

Sgt. 

478743 

M.M. 

Mayhew,  C.  R . 

2006857 

McAldon,  W . 

488235 

McAllister,  P . 

614 

McArthur,  M . 

L/Cpl. 

Cpl. 

Ft. 

615 

w. 

McAskill,  R . 

65663 

M.M. 

McBeath,  H.  L.  A . 

McBride,  J . 

2008875 

McCarey,  V.  S . 

616 

McCartney,  N . 

617 

w.  c. 

McCaskilh  P . 

658002 

McCavour,  H.  E . 

2010935 

McCharles,  F . 

657861 

McChesney,  J.  G . 

166383 

McClellan,  N . 

207285 

McConnell,  W.  A . 

Sgt. 

Lt. 

166830 

McCulloch,  J . 

McDonald,  H . 

2nd/Cpl. 

415234 

McDonald,  J.  H . 

4060808 

McDonald,  S . 

501015 

McDonald,  T.  A . 

L/Cpl. 

651007 

McDonald,  \V.  M . 

651020 

McDonell,  J.  S . 

L/Cpl. 

Lt. 

618 

w.  c. 

McDougall,  A.  C . 

McDoylie,  R . 

619 

McEachern,  A.  J . 

426294 

McElhatton,  B . 

334308 

McElroy,  D . 

Cpl. 

1984 

McEwen,  J.  E . 

2006858 

McFadyen,  J.  M . 

167073 

McGillis,  G . 

1075240 

McGregor,  W.  M . 

505352 

McGuire,  R.  G . 

190134 

McHugh,  R.  P . 

166831 

Mclllquham,  J.  C . 

L/Cpl. 

2006361 

McIntosh,  Ira  D . 

2138498 

d. 

c. 

McIntyre ,  William  G .  .  . 

620 

McKay,  A . 

2006278 

McKay,  J . 

454195 

McKay,  W.  S . 

651263 
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NAME 


McKeigan,  A.  D. .  .  . 
McKenzie,  G.  M.  .  . 

McKenzie,  H.  J . 

McKenzie,  Malcolm . 

McKenzie,  S . 

McKeogh,  W . 

McKeown,  L . 

McKinnon,  N . 

McLaren,  S.  H . 

McLean,  A . 

McLean,  C.  L . 

McLean,  K . 

McLellan,  E . 

McLennan,  S . 

McLeod,  A.  E . 

McLeod,  W . 

McLeod,  W.  J . 

McMaster,  T . 

McMillan,  G.  G _ 

McMullin,  D.  E  .  .  .  • 

McMullin,  S.  E . 

McNea,  L.  A . 

McNeil,  F . 

McNeil,  M.  F . 

McNeil,  N.  F . 

McPhail,  J . 

McPhail,  P.  H . 

McPhee,  D . 

McPherson,  J . 

McPherson,  N . 

McQuarrie,  C . 

McQuay,  J .  Leonard. 

McQueen,  W.  J . 

McSweyn,  A . 

Medlen,  E.  M . 

Meek,  A . 

Meek,  R.  L . 

Meeks,  A.  W . 

Meeks,  F . 

Melloff,  N . 

Mellor,  J . 

Mercier,  S.  M . 

Merrell,  H . 

Messecar,  C.  W . 

Metcalfe,  J . 

Miall,  E . 

Middleton,  R.  W.  .  . 
MJeville,  A.  L . 


RANK 


Sgt. 


Cpl. 

Sgt. 

Cpl. 


L/Cpl. 


2nd/Cpl. 


Sgt. 

L/Cpl. 


L/Cpl. 

Lt. 


Sgt. 

Lt. 

L/Cpl. 
Lt.  Col. 


NO. 


415723 

3182625 

2010410 

588 

651911 

651806 

45777 

482097 

166944 

167074 

446629 

45033 

488190 

258410 

2383476 

3035232 

2008013 

2009651 

166590 

621 

651569 

2009664 

3181866 

501154 

2504082 

651222 

166033 

79109 

500808 

712421 

488241 

622 

193528 

2006849 

601 

505248 

2205 

154808 

657419 

2265618 

602 


HONOURS 


872061 

2006757 

501016 


49467 


D.C.M.,M.M 


M.M. 


D.S.O.,  des. 
*M.C., 


casualty 


d.  of  w. 


w. 


d.  of  w. 


c. 

c. 


w. 
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NAME 


RANK 


NO. 


HONOURS 


CASUALTY 


Millar  G 

Miller  G  T.e  P 

Miller  G  M 

Miller,  J  J 

Miller i  J.  R . 

Miller  W 

Sgt. 

Miller,  W.  C . 

Mills  R  H 

Lt. 

Adilne,  G. 

Minnes ,  Harry  S . 

Minor  W  H 

Cpl. 

Miscamphell,  J.  A. 

Mitchell ,  Robert  E . 

Mitchell,  F . 

Sgt. 

Mitchell,  Wm ... 

Mitchell, W  C . 

Moffatt,  L.  H . 

MolTatt,  W.  J . 

Mole,  F . 

Sgt. 

E/Cpl. 

Molloy,  J.  L . 

Montgomery,  R.  B . 

Moody,  A.  G . 

Sgt. 

Moore,  A.  R . 

Moore,  G.  E . 

Moore,  R . 

Moore,  W.  B . 

Morgan,  T . 

Morris,  C.  H . 

Morris,  E . 

Morris,  L.  E . 

Morrison,  A.  M . 

Morrison ,  C.  Ross.  .  .  . 

Capt. 

Morrison,  F.  A . 

Morrison,  H.  K . 

Mottley,  J.  A . 

Mott,  W.  E . 

2nd/Cpl. 

E/Cpl. 

Moulton,  H . 

Mowat,  A.  M . 

Muggeridge,  E.  V . 

Mullin,  J.  T . 

2nd/ Cpl. 
2nd/Cpl. 

Munro,  A.  H . 

Munroe,  D.  K . 

Munro,  W.  H . 

att.  Div.T. 

Murphy,  D . 

Murphy,  I.  D . 

Murphy,  J . 

Murphy,  1.  I . 

Murphy,  J.  R . 

2006211 

166160 

2007185 

678371 

603 

657182 


w. 


651739 

814535 

604 

657845 

2005642 

898114 

2118 

505252 

74202 

488186 

2005772 

605 

651109 

862102 

180658 

504503 

408384 

2011025 

2007011 

460236 

928774 

844948 

928748 

606 

607 

2007342 

608 

609 

624210 

506644 

610 

1078468 

611 

612 

415160 

415052 

482068 

502861 

3106929 

2006323 

501228 


k.  in  a. 


d.  of  w. 


w. 


D.C.M. 


w. 


acc.  k. 


w. 


w. 

w. 

k.  in  a. 


w. 


c. 


c. 


c. 


c. 
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NAME 


RANK 


NO. 


Murray,  H .  . 
Murray,  K.  I 
Myers,  J.  B . 


L/Cpl. 


1679 

613 

415416 


HONOURS 


CASUALTY 


w. 


Nankervis,  J . 

Naylor,  J.  F . 

Neilson,  O . 

Nelson,  D . 

Nelson,  G . 

Nichol,  P . 

Nichols,  S . 

Nicholson,  C . 

Nicholson,  J.  P . 

Nicholson,  W.  H.  Steele- 

Nieman,  E.  P.  M . 

Nimmo,  R.  E . 

Nixon,  H.  E . 

Nolan,  J.  V . 

Norman,  G . 

North,  C . 

Nunn,  D . 

Nunn,  T . 

Nuttall,  R.  S . 


Et. 


Sgt. 


Cpl. 

Lt. 


Sgt. 


2011391 


623 

2007510 

166615 

501193 

443947 

845042 

657260 

624 

504186 

2005477 


415087 

166850 

678202 

126885 

845041 

651785 


c. 


Oakes,  J . 

O’Brian,  C.  L . 

O’Brien,  M.  J . 

O’Brien,  M.  W . 

O’Flynn,  J . 

Oliver,  F . 

Oliver,  J . 

Olsen,  P . 

O’Neill,  E.  A . 

O’Reilly,  G.  P . 

Ormandy,  H . 

Ormiston,  F.  R.  Clough- 

Osier,  S.  H . 

Ostrosser,  W.  E . 

Owen,  R . 

Overill,  W . 


E/Cpl. 


Sgt. 

Major 


L/Cpl. 


500567 

2200 

2005617 

504505 

1078658 

845068 

696602 

24168 

2504084 

625 

526549 

626 


acc.  w. 


w. 


784386 

148438 

845063 


w. 

w. 


c. 


c. 


Pace,  W.  R . 

Pacey,  E.  P .  Sgt. 

Padget,  W.  R . 

Page,  A.  A .  Lt. 

Page,  C.  E . 

Paget,  I . 

Palmer,  W.  A . 


3182250 

928662 

166852 


850119 
115694  , 
627  1 
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RANK 

NO. 

HONOURS 

CASUALTY 

Park,  W.  R . 

1075262 

Parker,  H.  F . 

444914 

Parker,  E . 

2013282 

Patterson,  J.  H . 

648696 

Patterson,  C.  E . 

166856 

Patterson,  George  B . 

Cpl. 

628 

C. 

Patterson,  S . 

166407 

Paul,  G.  T . 

166623 

w. 

Pauls,  J . 

1075114 

Payette,  J.  A . 

455020 

c. 

Payie,  T.  D . 

657481 

Pearce,  H.  E . 

166211 

Pearman,  A.  C . 

679004 

Pearman,  E.  M . 

Et. 

Pearman,  T.  E . 

1379 

Pegfgf,  T . 

678389 

Penney,  H . 

166860 

Pepper,  G.  C . 

2nd/ Cpl. 

751191 

Pepper,  T.  E . 

657656 

Perks,  W.  G . 

629 

c 

Perrin,  P.  V . 

2691395 

w. 

Perry,  A . 

166861 

Petersen,  Alfred . 

2007564 

acc.  k. 

Peterson,  A.  F . 

2503727 

Pettit,  M . 

2010034 

Pharand,  0 . 

3156642 

Phayre,  A.  R . 

C.Q.M.S. 

166398 

Pickles,  F . 

505119 

Pinkerton,  G.  E . 

652271 

w. 

Pinnins,  J . 

2382023 

Pitre,  C.  A . 

3322107 

Plaistowe,  W . 

1078570 

Plante,  C.  E . 

651052 

Platt,  Ernest . 

630 

d. 

Plewes,  R.  G . 

2nd/Cpl. 

505904 

Pocklington,  W . 

441240 

c. 

Pollock,  A.  C . 

2nd/Cpl. 

66135 

Pollock,  H . 

928617 

Ponting,  G . 

631 

Poole,  F . 

48586 

Poole,  G.  H . 

Sgt. 

166127 

w. 

c. 

Pope,  A.  D . 

632 

Porter,  J.  R . 

633 

Porter,  W.  H . 

2008561 

Poste,  E . 

142323 

Poynton,  C.  A . 

698 

Praed,  F . 

2009011 

w. 

Pridmore,  H.  H . 

2265982 
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RANK 

NO. 

Pritchard,  R.  H . 

707051 

208415 

505975 

166190 

634 

C.A.P.C 

Proctor,  G . 

Prosser,  E.  A . 

L/Cpl. 

Cpl. 

Pulliam,  Edwin  B . 

Purcell,  C . 

Purdy,  J.  R . 

Capt. 

Quigley,  Frank  G . 

635 

Radford,  F.  G . 

845158 

Rae,  W. . 

2nd/Cpl. 

104499 

208015 

Raes,  G . 

Raitt,  G.  H . 

636 

Rajotte,  Archibald  R .  .  .  . 

637 

Ramsay,  T.  M . 

552643 

Ramsey,  C.  C . 

2007694 

Ranger,  R.  X . 

3321985 

Rashley,  E.  H . 

C.S.M. 

638 

Rastrick,  C.  H . 

678396 

Ratcliff,  W.  E . 

258750 

Raw,  P.  L . 

73576 

Raymond,  P . 

166632 

Rea,  T.  C . 

639 

Read,  W.  P . 

45442 

Reardon,  AX . 

417174 

Reddy,  T . 

166411 

Reese,  C.A . 

208104 

Reeves,  H.  S . 

2005508 

Regan,  J.  A . 

Cpl. 

Sgt. 

166214 

Reid,  D . 

501115 

Reid,  0.  E . 

657806 

Reid,  T.  J . 

E/Cpl. 

2196 

Reilly,  G . 

701295 

R enouf,  T.  J . 

181 185 

Revelle,  A.  I . 

Me  G112 

Revelle,  W.  E . 

Sgt. 

L/Cpl. 

640 

Reynolds,  E.  S . 

Reynolds,  O . 

641 

3321470 

Rice,  B.  R  . 

2138708 

Richards,  G  G 

AXajor 

Richardson,  P . 

2164 

Richardson,  f.  H . 

678910 

Richardson,  AX . 

2007864 

Richardson,  T J . 

678661 

Rickard,  R 

2006253 

Riddaph  R  . 

273287 

R  i  rid  ell  K.  R . 

Sgt. 

135842 

Riggin,  H.  K . 

651910 

HONOURS 


CASUALTY 


W. 


d.  of  W. 


c. 


w.  c. 
k.  in  a. 


D.C.M.  des 

w. 

M.M. 

w. 


c. 


w. 
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RANK 


NO. 


HONOURS 


CASUALTY 


Riley,  A . 

Riley,  H.  F.  .  .  . . 

2nd/ Cpl. 

Ripley,  R . 

Ritchie,  A.-E . 

Ritchie,  J .  Allan . 

Cpl. 

Robbie,  C.  C . 

Robbins,  N . 

Roberts,  J.  E . 

Roberts,  S . 

Robertson,  A.  W . 

Robertson,  D.  N . 

Robertson,  G.  H . 

Robins,  C.  E . 

Robinson,  A.  L . 

Lt. 

Robinson,  A.  R . 

Robinson,  G.  1 . 

Robinson,  H.  A . 

Rochester,  G.  El . 

Rodnight,  Eric . 

Rodmell,  F.  W . 

Capt. 

E/Cpl. 

Roese,  N . 

Rogers,  G . 

Rogers,  W.  C . 

Rondeau,  A . 

Ross,  F.  H . 

Ross,  T.  P . 

Rouselle,  P . 

Rowan,  G.  N . 

Rowley,  C.  H . 

Roy,  A.  H . 

Sgt. 

2nd/Cpl. 

Roy  F . 

Ruelens,  D . 

Rupert,  W . 

Russell,  C.  B . 

Russell,  J.  B . 

Ft. -Col. 

Russell,  W . 

Rutter,  [ . 

2nd/ Cpl. 

Ryan,  C . 

Ryan,  J . 

Ryder,  C.  T.  S . 

Rylands,  J . 

160363 

643 

850649 

642 

645 

406991 

166871 

65837 

166872 

35560 

845158 

644 
503001 


k.  in  a. 
w. 


w. 


3108830 

444920 

430741 


646 

678912 

751551 

2009072 

647 

657653 

648 

649 

417565 

651574 

2009050 

166643 


c. 


c. 


c. 


445351 


M.M. 


139172 

166644 


D.S.O. ;  des 


w. 


2207 

200S887 

853228 

154322 

207784 

541855 

1075005 


Sallaway,  G.  F 
Salmond,  S. .  . . 
Sanipass,  T. . . . 
Sargent,  J.  J . 
Saunders,  A.  F. 
Saunders,  F.  .  . 


2005326 

180337 

445197 

650 

678411 

489685 


w. 

w. 


M.M. 


w. 
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NAME 

RANK 

NO. 

HONOURS 

CASUALTY 

Saunders,  W.  J . 

E/Cpl. 

679175 

Scarborough,  V . 

180309 

Scholfield,  C . 

2006785 

Schroder,  R.  S . 

E/Cpl. 

845323 

Scott,  A.  Mcl . 

506695 

Scott,  B.  H . 

651 

W.  C. 

Scott,  B.  W . 

651908 

Scott,  Campbell  C . 

2nd/Cpl. 

Cpl. 

Lt. 

652 

M.M. 

c. 

Scott,  S.  P . 

237167 

Scott,  T.  W . 

Seamer,  G.  F . 

500251 

Seed,  J.  A . 

506328 

Seguin,  T . 

2008610 

Sensabaugh,  T.  H . 

2008889 

Serson,  H . 

166940 

Shanks,  T.  A . 

701066 

Shannon,  G.  R . 

1009669 

Shapland,  A . 

653 

Shaughnessy,  J . 

1078840 

Shaw,  J . 

166071 

Sheehan,  F.  G . 

775758 

w. 

Sheldon,  F.  P . 

467026 

Sheldon,  S.  M . 

2009514 

Shepherd,  S.  H . 

2008663 

Shields,  G . 

2007967 

Shields,  J . 

2503105 

Sibbett,  J.  C . 

3109330 

Sime,  A . 

678211 

Simmonds,  F . 

2009017 

Simmons,  F . 

401562 

Simmons,  H . 

264603 

Simpson,  D.  J . 

657801 

Simpson,  1 . 

C.S.M. 

654 

Sinclair,  F.  R . 

2503734 

Sinclair,  D  M 

2010371 

Sinclair,  D  F 

2280 

Sinnell,  J.  H .  .  . 

166421 

Skaugstad,  K 

2nd/Cpl. 

505728 

M.M. 

Skelly,  R 

541768 

w. 

Sliter,  F.  D 

655 

c. 

Smith,  B.  B 

1051163 

Smith,  C. 

505607 

Smith,  D 

67170  1 . 

Smith,  F. 

2021124i 

Smith,  G.  A 

Cpl. 

104709 

w. 

Smith  G  G 

656 

Smith,  J 

745186 

Smith,  J . 

1078659 
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RANK 


NO. 


HONOURS 


CASUALTY 


Smith  J.  H . 

Smith,  J.  T, . 

Smith,  M . 

Smith,  M . 

Smith,  M.  E . 

Smith,  N.  E . 

Smith,  R.  A . 

Smith,  R.  R . 

Smith,  T . 

Smith,  T.  A.  R . 

Smith,  T.  E . 

Smith,  W . 

Smith,  W . 

Smith,  W.  E.  H . 

Smy,  E.  C . 

Snow,  W . 

Snowden,  W . 

Solloway,  I.  W . 

Lt. 

2nd/Cpl. 

Cpl. 

Souther,  J.  W . 

Spalding,  C . 

Spence,  A.  K . 

vSpence,  T . 

Spicer,  R.  A . 

2nd/Cpl. 

Spillman,  F . 

Spriggs,  E.  E . 

R.Q.M.S. 

Sproat,  H . 

Spruit,  G.  K . 

Spruit,  H . 

Sgt. 

Spyker,  G . 

Spurlock,  H . 

Stackhouse,  G.  W . 

Stackhouse,  H.  A . 

Stafford,  W . 

E/Cpl. 

C.S.M. 

Stalker,  William . 

Stanforth,  R . 

Stanhope,  A.  1 . 

E/Cpl. 

Stark,  A.  F . 

Steele,  M.  R . 

Stephen,  D.  R . 

Stephenson,  H.  I, . 

Stevens,  J.  E . 

Stewart,  F.  C . 

Stewart,  G.  P . 

Stewart,  J . 

L/Cpl. 

Sgt. 

Stewart,  N.  G . 

Sgt. 

2nd/Cpl. 

Stewart,  William  J . 

Stigant,  E . 

Stirling,  E.  A . 

2179 

2008565 

2008566 

3109328 

166432 

651470 

2006989 

662 

2009018 

657 

435 
180562 
435288 
216248 
2009052 
415673 

436 


w. 


M.M. 


w. 

w. 


811513 

730052 

678689 

541957 

651633 

210870 

658 
69876 

659 
86234 
505555 
264590 

660 
661 

651972 

663 

500745 

435830 

283386 

928170 

505668 

709057 

657945 

2005754 

166889 

664 

665 

666 

505026 

651753 


w. 


w. 


w. 


d.  of  w. 


M.M. 


M.M. 


k.  in  a. 
w. 
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NAME 


RANK 


NO. 


HONOURS 


CASUALTY 


Stirrat,  J  R . 

Stitt,  J.  H . 

St.  Julien,  J.  H .  . 
St.  Laurent,  A.  E 
Stobbart,  J.  B.  .  . 

Stokes,  A . 

Stone,  E.  C . 

Stone,  E.  J . 

Stone,  F.  R . 

Stone,  G . 

St.  Onge,  J . 

Stote,  H.  H . 

Stott,  T.  H . 

Strickland,  C. .  .  . 
Strickland,  F.  .  .  . 
Strickland,  H. . . . 
Stringer,  J.  W.  .  . 
Strowbridge,  F. . . 
Stuart,  H.  B .  .  .  . 
Sullivan,  R.  G. . . 
Sullivan,  W.  R .  . 

Sumner,  W . 

Sutherland,  D.  A. 
Sutherland,  N.  C . 

Swan,  A . 

Swanson,  G.  W.  . 
Sweezey,  L.  A.  .  . 


Capt. 

Sgt. 


Sgt. 


L/Cpl. 

Major 


Cpl. 

Sgt. 

Cpl. 


2005685 

667 
166648 

C.A.P.C 

811239 

505028 

504599 

751453 

2008570 

166891 

50709 

668 

850470 

415755 

2691412 

59929 

651978 

414943 


M.S.M. 


w. 

acc. 


793571  des. 

2008786  . 

506791  . 

669  . 

2203  C.  de  G. 

443094  . 

447221  . 

670  . 


w. 

w. 

w. 

w. 

w. 


w. 


c. 


c. 


c. 


c. 


T ait,  D .  H . 

Tanner,  J . 

Tawse,  A . 

Tawse,  H.  S . 

Taylor,  E.  B . 

Taylor,  J . 

T aylor,  L . 

Taylor,  R.  E . 

Taylor,  W.  S . 

Tennant,  E.  H . 

Templeton,  A.  P . 

Thibault,  W.  W . 

L/Cpl. 

Thomas,  H . 

Thomas,  J.  W . 

Thompson,  G.  G . 

Thompson,  J . 

L/Cpl. 

Thompson,  T.  K 

Thoms,  A.  E . 

C.S.M. 

Thomson,  R.  J . 

Thorne,  W.  R . 

C.Q.M.S. 

2007023 

1075177 

2503894 

671 
2649 

2007024 

2006591 

240634 

679190 

166900 

505314 

1075006 

2007195 

672 

2008014 

71320 

673 

166905 

505179 

166669 


c. 


w. 
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RANK 


NO. 


HONOURS 


CASUALTY 


Thurlbeck,  R.  M.  H 

Tice,  H.  S . 

Tiernan,  M.  J . 

Tilley,  W.  A . 

Tims,  T . 

Timms,  V . 

Tindall,  H . 

Todd,  S.  C . 

Tolley,  E.  J . 

Tolmie,  A . 

Tombling,  E.  J . 

Toovey,  C.  G . 

Trenholme,  W . 

Trevillyan,  R . 

Tubbs,  C.  W . 

Turpin,  W . 

Twidale,  J.  H . 

Twiss,  G.  R . 

Tyler,  A.  G . 

Tyler,  W.  N . 

Tylor,  H.  E . 

Tyner,  A . 

Tyson,  T . 


E/Cpl. 


Sgt. 


Cpl. 


Capt. 

L/Cpl. 

E/Cpl. 


2503872 

739310 

2611860 

678693 

2176 

2005391 

674 

2006807 

2006512 

76243 

164485 

166906 

79982 

2691422 

417921 

757444 

505180 

827041 

2005333 

913236 


M.M. ;  des. 

M.M. 

k.  in  a. 

w. 


657530 

500591 


Underhill,  F 
Underwood, 
Upton,  H.  C 
Urdea,  J.  .  .  . 


2006384 

150402 

675 

2173306 


Vallee,  J . 

Vandette,  C. . 

Vass,  A . 

Veronelly,  R . 
Vickery,  H.  K 
Villeneuve,  V. 
Vipond,  O.  W 


166441 

166994 

420801 

506699 

676 

486688 

872088 


w. 


Wager,  B . 

Wager,  G.  H .  Cpl. 

Waite,  J . 

Walker,  A.  H .  Cpl. 

Walker,  E-  E . 

Walker,  G.  C . 

Walker,  G.  E . 

Walker,  G.  S . 

Walker,  J . 

Walker,  P.  J . 

Wall,  A.  E.‘ . 

Wall,  J . 


506716 

678441 

166675 

45499 

651035 

651350 

500593 

2103 

502515 

478731 

446532 

2006282 


w. 


M.M. 
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RANK 

NO. 

Wallace,  E . 

677 

Wallace,  E.  L . 

2009025 

Wallace'  T.  B . 

506818 

Wallace,  W.  C . 

2006862 

Wallis,  R.  T . 

166111 

Walsh,  H . 

166677 

Walsh,  J . 

414849 

Walsh'  W . 

469464 

Ward,  A . 

101248 

Ward,  J . 

678946 

Ward,  J . 

Cpl. 

181169 

Wareham,  G . 

2007757 

Warner,  J.  K . 

166681 

Warnock,  D.  W . 

Warrender,  J.  S . 

Warwick,  A.  C . 

Watson,  J . 

Sgt. 

Cpl. 

Cpl. 

506501 

678 

487359 

187185 

Watson,  P . 

Watt,  J.  W . 

Cpl. 

1078064 

2355747 

Watters,  A.  R . 

506530 

Watts,  C.  A.  L . 

Lt. 

Weatherbe,  K . 

Major 

Weatherby,  P.  A . 

901193 

Weaver,  T.  A . 

2691514 

Webber,  H . 

Webster,  A.  A  . 

Sgt. 

166922 

679 

Webster,  C . 

Webster,  R . 

L/Cpl. 

504123 

680 

Weidman,  W.  R . 

Weir,  Robert . 

Cpl. 

166683 

507586 

Weiss,  J  H 

66029 

Weldon,  H.  S . 

Capt. 

Trumpeter 

Wells,  J . 

Whntzell  E 

681 

489350 

West  C  W 

3035509 

We^trott  C.  E 

2005851 

Wheatley  E 

1078534 

Whitaker,  B.  L . 

Major 

Chaplain 

682 

White,  J 

White,  M 

A585 

White,  MacLeod . 

683 

White,  R.  II  . 

Whitehouse,  N  . 

L/Cpl. 

2115797 
67845 1 

Whitelaw,  K  .... 

684 

Whitham,  B 

500594 

Whiting,  W . 

686 

Whyte,  Cecil  B . 

685 

Wickens,  A.  M.  G . 

463393 

HONOURS 


M.M. ;  des. 


M.C.;  des. 


CASUALTY 


W. 


w. 


w. 


k.  in  a. 


w. 


c. 
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RANK 


NO. 


HONOURS 


casualty 


Wilcox,  J . 

Wilcox,  Stephen  A 

Wilde,  T.  C . 

Wilkins,  L.  S . 

Wilkinson,  H . 

Williams,  E . 

Williams,  E.  A. . . . 

Williams,  G . 

Williams,  G . 

Williams,  H . 

Williamson,  D .  .  .  . 
Williamson,  L.  G . 
Williamson,  W.  C. 

Willis,  H . 

Wills,  J . 

Wills,  W.  H . 

Wilson,  E . 

Wilson,  G.  S . 

Wilson,  J . 

Wilson,  L.  A . 

Wilson,  R . 

Wilson,  S . 

Wilson,  W.  F . 

Wilton,  R.  W . 

Wiltshire,  A . 

Winning,  Andrew. 

Wisely,  J . 

Withered,  F.  W.  . . 

Wolfe,  S.  M . 

Wood,  C.  A . 

Wood,  F . 

Wood,  J.  W.  D .  .  . 
Woodbridge,  J.  .  .  . 
Woodley,  E.  J.  .  .  . 
Woodruff,  W.  J .  .  . 

Woods,  T.  C . 

Wright,  A.  F . 

Wright,  N . 


Sgt. 


Cpl. 

L/Cpl. 


E/  Cpl. 


Sgt. 

Sgt. 


Cpl. 


130130 

73418 

2008666 

166930 

2009031 

2007273 

502409 

167130 

2006515 

2005969 

2006996 

678228 

506197 

687 

500838 

678457 

688 

689 
166931 
2115341 
500842 
166447 
2008825 

690 

691 

692 

502622 

2008667 

751568 

1075026 

507452 

707073 

166692 

504521 

693 

2006900 

501255 

2010269 


d. 


w. 


w. 

M.M. 

w. 

w. 

w. 

d.  of  w. 

M.M. 

acc.  w. 


w. 


Yard,  R.  G. . .  . 

Yeo,  P.  A . 

Young,  A.  C .  . 
Young,  A.  E.  C 

Young,  C . 

Young,  E . 

Young,  G . 

Young,  J . 

Young,  J . 


Cpl. 


694 

2008001 

695 

696 
67881 

2008896 

845665 

311904 

415982 


w. 
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RANK 

NO. 

HONOURS 

CASUALTY 

Young,  Leonard  G. .  . 

502549 

264337 

471078 

Vmmg  P  T 

Youne,  W.  T . 

acc.  w. 

Youngman,  W . 

Capt. 

M.C. 

Youngs,  John  L . 

697 

2008897 

c. 

Zahra,  |  . 
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